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2. 
THE HISTORY OF LIBRARIES IN PLYMOUTH TO 1914: a study of the 
l i b r a r y developments i n the "Three Towns" of Plymouth, Devonport 
and Stonehouse which amalgamated i n t o Plymouth i n 1914. 
By Margaret Ivy LATTIMORE 
ABSTRACT 
The i n d i v i d u a i and c o l l e c t i v e h i s t o r y and ch a r a c t e r of the Three 
Tovms i s o u t l i n e d , w i t h s p e c i a l référence t o f a c t o r s a f f e c t i n g t h e i r 
p o t e n t i a l as l i b r a r y environments. The l i b r a r i e s are then 
presented by type, each type being introduced by ,^n appropriate 
sketch o f the n a t i o n a l s e t t i n g and s p e c i a l i s t l o c a i background, 
f o l l o w e d by accounts of i n d i v i d u a i l i b r a r i e s . The l i b r a r i e s are 
mostly post-1800, and the màin types are: commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n , 
p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n , l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l , mechanics' 
i n s t i t u t e s , c o o p e r a t i v e , rate-supported, s c h o o l , s c i e n t i f i c , 
m e d i cai, law and naval l i b r a r i e s . The general c o n c l u s i o n s reached 
are: t h a t the Three Towns contained a number of l i b r a r i e s which 
were amongst the e a r l i e s t of t h e i r type; t h a t they a l s o contained 
good examples of- types o f l i b r a r i e s which have r e c e i v e d comparatively 
l i t t l e p r o f e s s i o n a l a t t e n t i o n , such as cooperative and nav a l 
l i b r a r i e s ; and t h a t W.H.K. Wright, the Borough L i b r a r i a n of Plymouth 
1876-1915, was one of the most important p r o v i n c i a l founder-members 
of the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n éind deserves g r e a t e r récognition f o r h i s 
work i n promoting the p u b l i c l i b r a r y movement. At the régional 
l e v e l , i t i s concluded t h a t the Three Towns, l e d by o l d Plymouth, 
o f t e n pioneered l i b r a r y developments i n Devon and Cornwall. At the 
l o c a i l e v e l , i t i s concluded t h a t although the Three Towns were 
contiguous and occupied o n l y a small geographical area, n e v e r t h e l e s s 
they d i d e x h i b i t some i n t e r e s t i n g ' différences i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
l i b r a r y developments which can be a t t r i b u t e d t o s p e c i a l i s t f a c t o r s 
i n t h e i r i n d i v i d u a i historiés,and c h a r a c t e r s . For a l i of these 
reasons, the pre-1914 l i b r a r y h i s t o r y of the modem C i t y of 
Plymouth i s ' s i g n i f i c a n t and deserves t o be b e t t e r known i n the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e . 
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CHAPTER ONE. GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 
The t i t l e o f t h i s study. The Mstory of l i b r a r i e s in 
Plymouth to 1914, appears t o be q u i t e simple and s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d 
upon s u p e r f i c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n , but t h e s i i b - t i t l e p r ovides t h e d u e 
t h a t t he s u b j e c t t o be considered i s perhaps more complicated - "a 
study of the l i b r a r y developments in the Three Towns of Plymouth, 
Devonport and Stonehouse which amalgamated into Plyvaouth in 19141 
The purpose o f t h i s chapter i s t o e x p l a i n the terms and l i m i t a t i o n s 
s p e c i f i e d i n t h e t i t l e and t o d e s c r i b e g e n e r a l aspects of the 
r e s e a r c h which w i l l h e l p t o e x p l a i n c e r t a i n featvires of the main 
study presented i n the f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r s . 
The f i r s t p o i n t t o be c o n s i d e r e d must be t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l 
l i m i t a t i o n o f t h e study, f o r i t w i l l bave been n o t i c e d t h a t t h e name 
"Plymouth" occurs i n both the t i t l e and s u b - t i t l e i n a way which might 
seem c o n t r a d i c t o r y or co n f u s i n g t o a reader not f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e area. 
The e x p l a n a t i o n i s simple. The name "Plymouth" o f t e n occurs as p a r t 
o f the t i t l e o f proper authoritiés, such as the P o r t o f Plymouth, the 
C i t y o f Plymouth, o r , h i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e Borough of Plymouth, which 
a r e o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o c o l l o q u i a l l y as j u s t "Plymouth; but "Plymouth" 
i n t h e co n t e x t o f t h i s study has a p r e c i s e meaning. This can be 
shown most c o n v e n i e n t l y by r e f e r e n c e . t o F i g . 1, which shows t h e stages 
o f developnent of the modern conurbation which forms the C i t y o f 
Plymouth. T h i s study i s concemed w i t h t h e area shown w i t h i n t h e 1914 
boundary, and i t t h e r e f o r e forms a h i s t o r y o f l i b r a r i e s of t h e C i t y o f 
Plymouth up t o t h a t date, as i n d i c a t e d by t h e t i t l e . I n s i d e the 1914 
boundary t h e r e can be seen t h r e e d i s t i n c t n u c l e i , p o p u l a r l y known as 
"The Three Towns',' which by 1914 had developed i n t o t h r e e separate 
l o c a i govemment v i n i t s , v i z . the o l d County Borough of Plymouth, the 
County Borough o f Devonport, and t h e Urban D i s t r i c t o f East Stonehouse. 
The growth of each nucleus t o g e t h e r w i t h the growth of u r b a n i s a t i o n . 
between and around them had y i r t u a l l y trcinsformed the Three Towns by 
t h e l a t e nineteenth-century i n t o a s i n g l e conurbation w i t h mémy over-
l a p p i n g i n t e r e s t s and some f r i c t i o n s . In 1914 these t h r e e l o c a i 
govemment u n i t s were amalgamated i n t o t h e new County Borough of 
Plymouth. T h i s study i s concemed o n l y w i t h t h e p e r i o d up t o 1914, so 
when t h e name "Plymouth" i s used i n t h e t e x t i t normally r e f e r s t o the 
o l d , pre-1914 County Borough o f Plymouth - and i t s e a r l i e r stages o f 
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F i g . 1 Stages i n t h e growth of t h e C i t y o f Plymouth. 
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developnent - u n l e s s the nëune i s q u a l i f i e d o r otherwise made c l e a r 
from t h e c o n t e x t . 
The next b r i e f considération i s t h e c h r o n o l o g i c a l l i m i t . I t 
can be seen from F i g . 1 t h a t the modem C i t y o f Plymouth c o n t a i n s 
n e a r l y f o u r t i m e s the area o f i t s 1914 boundary, and although a study 
of the t o t a l l i b r a r y h i s t o r y o f the C i t y was contanplated i t was f e i t 
t h a t t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l and c h r o n o l o g i c a l scope was too great f o r a 
s i n g l e study vmless t r e a t e d v e r y s u p e r f i c i a l l y . The year 1914 was the 
n a t u r a i c h o i c e f o r the c h r o n o l o g i c a l l i m i t because i t marked both a 
l o c a i and a n a t i o n a l t \ i m i n g p o i n t which a f f e c t e d l i b r a r l e s . World 
War I had a marked e f f e c t on a l l k i n d s o f librêiries i n res p e c t o f 
resources, s t a f f and user communities, and i n r e t r o s p e c t 1914 marked 
the end o f an era of l i n g e r i n g V i c t o r i a n i s m . At the l o c a i l e v e l , t h e 
amalgamation o f the Three Towns i n e v i t a b l y a f f e c t e d the major libréiries, 
the r a t e - s u p p o r t e d p u b l i c l i b r a r l e s , w i t h t h e requironent f o r e q u a l i s a -
t i o n o f s e r v i c e s throughout the new a u t h o r i t y . 
The t h i r d aspect o f the t i t l e which r e q u i r e s some explanation 
i s the phrase " h i s t o r y o f l i b r a r l e s ' , ' a l t h o u gh t h i s has t o be approached 
w i t h c a u t i o n because, as Hagler argues, " l i b r a r y h i s t o r y " and analogous 
terms almost w h o l l y elude définition (1) . Many libraury h i s t o r y books 
bave been p u b l i s h e d which c o n t a i n no attempt by t h e i r authors t o d e f i n e 
such a g e n e r a l term, and indeed i t can o f t e n be unnecessciry when t h e 
work t r e a t s l i b r a r l e s o f the types which e i t h e r are or are not i n 
ex i s t e n c e and bave l i t t l e i n the grey áreas from which r e c o g n i s a b l e 
l i b r a r l e s might emerge; o r again, works which draw upon e s t a b l i s h e d 
s t u d i e s and well-known examples of l i b r a r l e s . At the l o c a i l e v e l , 
however, when d e a l i n g w i t h the o r i g i n s and causes of l i b r a r y develop-
ment, the grey áreas can be wide and d i f f i c u l t ground u n l e s s some form 
of g u i d e l i n e i s adopted t o focus a p o t e n t i a l l y d i f f u s e study; and a 
b r i e f considération w i l l be given t o each o f the terms " l i b r a r y " and 
" h i s t o r y " w i t h some i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e i r i n t e n t i o n and interprétation 
i n t h i s study. 
The word " l i b r a r y " means t o t h e layman e i t h e r a pl a c e set 
apart t o c o n t a i n books (2) or a c o l l e c t i o n o f books (3), u s u a l l y 
r e f e r r e d t o c o l l o q u i a l l y as "the l i b r a r y " o r having the word " l i b r a r y " 
as p a r t o f i t s o f f i c i a i t i t l e . W h i l s t such simple définitions would 
19. 
i n c l u d e a l a r g e percentage of the c o l l e c t i o n s d e s c r i b e d i n t h i s w r k , 
they are not s a t i s f a c t o r y t o the p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r i a n . As P r o f e s s o r 
Irwin has v n r i t t e n : 
"A l i b r c u r y , ... i s somethlng much more than a s h e l f of books, 
o r a p r e s s , or even a great b o o k - l i n e d r e a d i n g room. 
Withbut i t s owner, without i t s u s e r s , i t i s dead? (4) 
L i b r a r i e s ceuinot be d e f i n e d i n terms of books, f o r t h e y c o n t a i n non-book 
m a t e r i a l s such as the newspapers and magazines which were so important 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the nineteenth-century. Nor can t h e y be d e f i n e d i n 
terms of s i z e , f o r a small p r i v a t e l i b r a r y o f v e r y few volumes can be 
as important i n t h e e a r l y seventeenth-century as-a muiti--thousaiid 
p r i v a t e l i b r a r y o f nineteenth-century landowners. The e x i s t e n c e o f a 
place or c o l l e c t i o n o f books i s not adequate -r how were t h e y obtained, 
organised, used, maintained? Yet some means must be introduced f o r 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t h a t which i s worthy o f study from t h e booktrade and 
from the s c a t t a r o f odd volumes found i n p r i v a t e hands. As a broad 
g u i d e l i n e , a m o d i f i e d v e r s i o n of Johnson's d e f i n i t i o n o f a l i b r a r y (5) 
hasbeen adopted, v i z . : 
- a c o l l e c t i o n of works of recorded human experience, i n f o r m a t i o n 
cuid i m a g i n a t i o n 
i n g r a p h i c form 
- brought together f o r a s p e c i f i c purpose 
- arranged f o r easy use 
- c a r e d f o r by a person f a m i l i a r w i t h i t s c o n t e n t s and arrangement 
- auid a v a i l a b l e f o r use, by a t l e a s t a l i m i t e d number of people. 
This seemed t o bave s u f f i c i e n t f l e x i b i l i t y t o cover not o n l y the 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y obvious but a l s o the unexpected, and l i b r a r i a n s h i p i s 
i m p l i c i t w i t h i n i t ; but i t must be emphasised t h a t t h i s i s o n l y a guide-
l i n e f o r t h i s study, not a r i g i d d e f i n i t i o n , euid i t must be a n t i c i p a t e d 
that i n many cases t h e r e w i l l be i n s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n about an 
o r g a n i s a t i o n t o be a b l e t o apply a l i o f these c r i t e r i a - but sometimes 
i t might be h e l p f u l t o be a b l e t o a p p l y even o n l y one or two when t h e r e 
i s an element o f doubt over the i n c l u s i o n or e x c l u s i o n o f m a t e r i a l . 
F i n a l l y , i t should be noted bere t h a t the above g u i d e l i n e i s concemed 
wi t h the d i s t i n c t i o n between a l i b r a r y and a n o n - l i b r a r y , so t o speak. 
L i b r a r i e s bave been grouped c o n v e n l e n t i y w i t h i n the study so t h a t l i k e 
can be c o n s i d e r e d w i t h l i k e ; t h i s d i v i s i o n has been based on common 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , and use has been made o f e x i s t i n g s t u d i e s such as 
K e l l y ' s work on endowed and s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s ( 6 ) i D e f i n i t i o n s of 
types o f l i b r a r i e s w i l l be considered i n the a p p r o p r i a t e chapters. 
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What i s mecint by t h e word " h i s t o r y " i n connection w i t h 
l i b r c u r i e s ? I r w i n d e s c r i b e d t h i s b r i e f l y but comprehensively 
when he wrote: 
"In t h e h i s t o r y o f l i b r a r i e s we are concemed p a r t i c u l a r l y 
w i t h t h e i r purpose cind t h e i r content, and w i t h t h e s o c i a l 
backgrovmd which produced them; i n consequence we become 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e h i s t o r y not o h l y of s c h o l a r s h i p i n i t s 
narrower sense, but of human c i v i l i z a t i o n and c u l t u r e and 
l i t e r a c y ? (7) 
The h i s t o r y o f l i b r a r i e s i n v o l v e s t h e p o t e n t i a l i n t e r p l a y o f a number 
of f a c t o r s (8) o f which some o f the most evident a r e : 
- the growth o f a community s u f f i c i e n t l y steible and complex 
t o need t o c r e a t e , s t o r e and r e t r i e v e g r a p h i c m a t e r i a l s , 
f o r example towns, churches, c e n t r a i govemment 
- the advent o f l i t e r a c y 
- t he spread o f l i t e r a c y through education and the c r e a t i o n o f 
a demand f o r r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l 
- t he a v a i l a b i l i t y o f books i . e . the booktrade 
- economie f a c t o r s - who needs and who can a f f o r d books? 
- s o c i a l f a c t o r s - who has l e i s u r e t o read and s u i t a b l e home 
c o n d i t i o n s i n which t o pursue the a c t i v i t y i n comfort? 
- the l i t e r a t i i r e market 
- and i n d i v i d u a i i n i t i a t i v e , which i s one of the most e x c i t i n g 
a spects o f libréury h i s t o r y because i t can g i v e r i s e t o the 
unexpected. 
These and other f a c t o r s w i l l be examined as a p p r o p r i a t e i n order t o 
t r y and understcUid t h e purpose and content o f t h e l i b r a r i e s i n 
a d d i t i o n t o documenting t h e i r e x i s t e n c e . 
Some i n d i c a t i o n has now been given o f t h e g e n e r a l i n t e r -
p r e t a t i o n t o be p l a c e d upon the terms of the t i t l e and s u b t i t l e o f t h i s 
studyj but why were the Three Towns s e l e c t e d i n the f i r s t p l ace? An 
u n d e r l y i n g reason was the author's prèvious i n t e r e s t i n the geography 
and l o c a i h i s t o r y o f the a r e a , from which sprang cui awcireness o f the 
most important reason, t h a t no s e r i o u s study had been made of l i b r a r y 
developments w i t h i n t h e C i t y o f Plymouth and t h a t t h i s gap provided 
an o p p o r t u n i t y t o make a d e f i n i t e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o knowledge by the 
d i s c o v e r y o f new f a c t s . A t h i r d reason was . c i i r i o s i t y about t h e way 
i n which l i b r a r i e s o f the Three Towns might r e l a t e t o gen e r a l l i b r a r y 
movements i n Great B r i t a i n . For example, t he o l d town o f Plymouth 
X 
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has f i g u r e d prominently i n n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y ; would i t s l i b r a r i e s 
prove t o be of s i m i l a r importance i n l i b r a r y h i s t o r y ? - Or was the 
ge o g r a p h i c a l p o s i t i o n t o o remote i n t h e f a r Southwest f o r t h e 
Three Towns t o share i n contemporary l i b r a r y movements? A f o u r t h 
reason f o r s e l e c t i n g t h i s g e o g r a p h i c a l area was t h a t i t p r o v i d e d an 
unusual o p p o r t u n i t y t o study i n détail t h e l i b r a r y development of 
not j u s t one but of th r e e contiguous loceJ. govemment areas, t h e 
ce n t r e s o f which weré w i t h i n easy walking d i s t a n c e s from each other. 
D i d différent f a c t o r s o p e r a t e i n thèse t h r e e separate but adjacent 
urban commjinities t o produce différent emphases o r typ e s o f l i b r a r y 
p r o v i s i o n ? Although l i b r a r y b i b l i o g r a p h i e s bavé been searched and 
many l i b r a r y h i s t o r y s t u d i e s examined i n the course o f t h i s r e s e a r c h , 
none bave been found w i t h q u i t e t h i s approach. An a d d i t i o n a l 
i n c e n t i v e t o the sélection o f the Three Towns as t h e s u b j e c t of 
study was the c h a l l e n g e posed by the spécial r e s e a r c h problems, 
which w i l l be d e s c r i b e d l a t e r . The sélection o f t h e Plymouth area 
f o r a l i b r a r y h i s t o r y study t h e r e f o r e appeared t o be j u s t i f i e d i n 
both académie and p r o f e s s i o n a l terms because i t p r o v i d e d t h e oppor-
t\anity t o c o n t r i b u t e new knowledge and the p o s s i b i l i t y o f some new 
interprétations, and the purpose of the study can be summarised as 
f o l l o w s . Within t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l and c h r o n o l o g i c a l l i m i t a t i o n s o f 
the 1914 boundary of t h e C i t y o f Plymouth, the aims a r e : 
1. TO d i s c o v e r t h e f a c t s of l i b r a r y h i s t o r y . 
2. To attempt t o understand t h e causes and reasons behind 
the f a c t s . 
3. To r e l a t e t h e l o c a l l i b r a r y development v e r y b r o a d l y t o 
the n a t i o n a l t r e n d s and régional developments o f t h e 
différent t y p e s o f l i b r a r y . 
4. To compare and c o n t r a s t a i n so f a r as t h i s might. prove 
f e a s i b l e , t h e l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n made i n the contiguous 
Three Towns, and t o attempt t o expia i n any s i g n i f i c a n t 
différences which might be found. 
I t i s hoped t h a t i n attempting t o f u l f i l thèse aims t he study w i l l 
p rovide a u n i t o f b a s i c r e s e a r c h (9) which, w i t h o t h e r s o f i t s k i n d , 
w i l l i n t u m pr o v i d e m a t e r i a l f o r the gênerai historiés and compara-
t i v e s t u d i e s which a r e s t i l l needed t o f i l l t h e many gaps i n B r i t i s h 
l i b r a r y h i s t o r y . 
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Busha and Harter have p o i n t e d out q u i t e r i g h t l y t h a t 
r e s e a r c h methods i n l i b r a r i a n s h i p borrow from and a r e entwined w i t h 
t h o s e o f other p r o f e s s i o n s and d i s c i p l i n e s (10) ; but i n a l i b r a r y 
h i s t o r y r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t t h e b a s i c metlKxa must i n e v i t a b l y be t h a t o f 
t h e h i s t o r i c a l method, which has been w e l l d e s c r i b e d by many eminent 
h i s t o r i a n s such as Bloch (11), G o t t s c h a l k (12), a>ckett (13) and 
L a n g l o i s & Seignobos (14). In essence, i t c o n s i s t s of the f o l l o w i n g 
Steps : the c o l l e c t i o n o f d a t a ; t h e establishment o f the v a l i d i t y o f 
the d a t a ; the i n t e r j a r e t a t i o n o f the d a t a ; and the p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h a t 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . This immediately throws i n t o r e l i e f t h e s p e c i s a 
Problem, mentioned p r e v i o u s l y , faced by anyone who wishes t o reseéurch 
i n t o t h e h i s t o r y of the C i t y o f Plynrauth. That i s , t h e wholesaile 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f r e c o r d s , b u i l d i n g s and contents d u r i n g t h e frequent 
bomblng d u r i n g World War I I and i n p a r t i c u l a r the Virtual r a z i n g o f 
t h e C i t y Centre during March and A p r i l 1941. The r e c o r d s o f the Three 
Towns had a l r e a d y s u f f e r e d t h e u s u a i a t t r i t i o n which a f f e c t s r e c o r d s 
over the c e n t u r i e s due t o c a r e l e s s n e s s , ignoramce, n e g l e c t and f i r e (15); 
but q u i t e s u b s t a n t i a l r e c o r d s had s u r v i v e d i m t i l t h e concentrated 
d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e B l i t z . Among t h e wartime l o s s e s were: Plymouth 
P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g , r e c o r d s and s t o c k ; Plymouth Cooperative 
L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g , records and stock; Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g , 
r e c o r d s , and most of the s t o c k ; and Plymouth G u i l d h a l l and o t h e r c i v i c 
Offices i n which most of t h e o l d Plymouth r e c o r d s were h e l d , together 
w i t h t h e Devonport m u n i c i p a l r e c o r d s which had been t r a n s f e r r e d t h e r e 
a f t e r t h e amalgamation of 1914. Consequently many of t h e primary 
m a t e r i a l s which are u s u a l l y a v a i l a b l e from a t l e a s t t he l a t e n i n e t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y i n o t h e r urban areas - even i f they a r e not complete - a r e 
not a v a i l a b l e f o r the Three Towns. V i r t u a l l y every l i b r a r y s u f f e r e d 
some l o s s and damage even i f i t escaped d e s t r u c t i o n . T h i s problem of 
d e f i c i e n t r e c o r d s i s , of course, common i n l i b r a r y h i s t o r y r e s e a r c h ; 
as K e l l y has p o i n t e d out, many l i b r a r i e s do not even now keep adequate 
r e c o r d s o f t h e i r own progress and t h e t a s k o f w r i t i n g a l i b r a r y ' s 
h i s t o r y becomes more d i f f i c u l t w i t h every year t h a t passes.' (16) . The 
Problem o f d e f i c i e n t r e c o r d s i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e l i b r a r i e s o f the Three 
Towns i s not unique; but i t has t o be taken i n t o account because i t 
i s an e x c e p t i o n a l l y acute form of t h e common problem and has s i d e 
e f f e c t s . In p a r t i c u l a r , secondary sources have i n e v i t a b l y been more 
important than would n o r m a l l y be t h e case, o f t e n p r o v i d i n g . the s o l e 
evidence f o r the e x i s t e n c e o f a l i b r a r y . 
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Hagler has w r i t t e n t h a t "Caps i n doctimentation do not 
preclude a c c u r a t e h i s t o r i c a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ...V (17); but the degree 
o f accuracy i n t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n must i n e v i t a b l y be suspect when i t 
i s not p o s s i b l e t o o b t a i n a c r o s s check on Information s u p p l i e d by a 
s i n g l e source, and a secondary one at t h a t . F o r t i i n a t e l y , however, 
t h i s has not caused t o o many problems i n t h e course o f the research. 
üsually da t e s and names have been found t o be reasonably accvarate when 
c r o s s checks were p o s s i b l e , and i n the e a r l y h i s t o r y , f o r example i n 
the s e c t i o n on commercicil s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r l e s , a t l e a s t a r e f e r a i c e 
i n a secondary source has the mer i t of e s t a b l i s h i n g t h a t t h e l i b r e i r y 
d i d e x i s t , even i f t h e r e i s an element o f doubt as t o whether the year 
was, say, 1821 o r 1822. Although c h r o n o l o g i c a l accuracy i s important 
when i t can be achiev e d , sometimes a f i r m i n d i c a t i o n a c c u r a t e t o w i t h i n 
a year o r two i s not unacceptable e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e e a r l i e r p e r i o d . 
P l a g i a r i s m was r i f e , but i s q u i t e e a s i l y d e t e c t e d and discounted from 
a l l but t h e e a r l i e s t source. No doubt t h e s u r v i v a l of more primary 
sources and a wider ränge of secondary sources would have r e s u l t e d i n 
a study which would have been f a r more rounded and balanced, but the 
p a r t i a l framework which has been r e c o n s t r u c t e d seems t o be f a i r l y 
sound when t e s t e d a g a i n s t o t h er s t u d i e s o f s i m i l a r types o f l i b r a r y . 
However, i t must always be remembered t h a t what has been recovered 
and r e c o n s t r u c t e d i s o n l y a p a r t of t h a t which d i d occur and e x i s t . 
Despite e x t e n s i v e searches l o c a l l y , n a t i o n a l l y and i n t e m a t i o n a l l y , f o r 
copies o f l o c a l l i b r a r y p u b l i c a t i o n s which were known t o have been 
produced, v e r y few have been located» but t h e r e i s s t i l l a chance t h a t 
some might e x i s t i n unrecorded or i n a c c e s s i b l e sources which might i n 
due course shed more l i g h t o r cause some m o d i f i c a t i o n t o the f i n d i n g s 
presented i n t h i s study. There i s a l s o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t s t r a y 
books from t h e o l d l i b r a r l e s might t u m up i n vinexpected l o c a t i o n s and 
provide evidence o f such matters as t h e i r provenance and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
such as t h a t o b t a i n e d from t h e books o f the M e d i c a l L i b r a r y a t the 
Royal Naval H o s p i t a l (Chapter 9.4). Although l i t e r a r y evidence has 
been v e r y important, i t has^^pplemented by t h e evidence gathered by 
other methods such as o r a l h i s t o r y , and the computer a n a l y s i s of data 
c o l l e c t e d from s u r v i v i n g books; and any s p e c i a l methodology i s i n d i c a t e d 
i n the r e l e v a n t s e c t i o n s . 
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Turning from t he problems o f data c o l l e c t i o n , v a l i d a t i o n 
and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , i t remains t o e x p l a i n some o f t h e c o n s l d e r a t l o n s 
which bave a f f e c t e d t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h i s work. During t h e whole 
time o f the r e s e a r c h t h e r e was an ever-present probiem o f balance, 
and t h e reader w i l l become aware t h a t t h e r e i s a d e l i b e r a t e imbalance 
i n t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f some s e c t i o n s . The reason i s as f o l l o w s . The 
f r e q u e n t l y r e c u r r i n g d i f f i c u l t y experienced d\iring t h e r e s e a r c h was t o 
determine the c u t - o f f p o i n t o f the r e s e a r c h when, i n order t o i n t e r p r e t 
a f a c t o f l o c a i l i b r a r y development, i t was found t h a t t h e avenue o f 
knowledge necessary f o r i t s e x p l a n a t i o n - academic, p r o f e s s i o n a l , o r 
l o c a i h i s t o r y - had e i t h e r not yet been researched, o r had not been 
s u f f i c i e n t l y researched so as t o provide a reliàble cont e x t a g a i n s t 
which l o c a i l i b r a r i e s c o u l d be compared or a framework i n t o which they 
c o u l d be i n s e r t e d . To r e s e a r c h such avenues c o m p i e t e l y would bave 
r e s u l t e d i n a nvonber o f separate theses." No u n i f o r m s o l u t i o n t o t h i s 
problem was p o s s i b l e , and each case was decided on i t s own m e r i t s . A 
few examples w i l l i l l u s t r a t e the p o i n t . At t h e l o c a i l e v e l , many 
aspects of l i f e i n t h e Three Towns bave not been re s e a r c h e d , f o r example, 
the systematic h i s t o r y o f t h e i r schools (18) but t h i s was e s s e n t i a l 
background f o r an understanding of the Plymouth School L i b r a r y S e r v i c e 
and t h e r e f o r e had t o be i n v e s t i g a t e d i n order t o o b t a i n a t l e a s t an 
o u t l i n e development, which i s consequently presented i n t h e t e x t . At 
the r e g i o n a l l e v e l , t h e r e a r e very few s t u d i e s r e l a t i n g t o l i b r a r i e s 
i n Devon cuid C o m w a l l except those o f Exeter (19) , and some c o n s i d e r a b l e 
time was spent i n o b t a i n i n g an i n d i c a t i v e o u t l i n e o f the l i b r a r y 
h i s t o r y of these c o u n t i e s t o g a i n some iinderstanding o f t h e l i b r a r i e s 
o f the Three Tbwns i n t h e i r r e g i o n a l s e t t i n g . At t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l 
l i b r a r y h i s t o r y i s s t i l i a comparatively young s u b j e c t and many types 
of l i b r a r y bave not yet been p r o f e s s i o n a l l y researched adequately t o 
pro v i d e a background a g a i n s t which l o c a i f i n d i n g s c o u l d be compared; 
f o r example, l i b r a r i e s o f t h e Army, Navy and Royal Marines. The 
importance of the Armed S e r v i c e s i n t h e Three Towns and t h e s l i g h t 
l o c a i t r a c e s of t h e i r l i b r a r i e s seened t o j u s t i f y c o n s i d e r a b l e o r i g i n a i 
r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e s e t y p e s o f l i b r a r y i n order t o understand the l o c a i 
phenomenon. The r e s u l t s bave been presented i n some d e t a i l . On the 
other hcind, t h e development o f the rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r y 
movement i s w e l l documented i n meuiy l i b r a r y h i s t o r y p u b l i c a t i o n s , and 
the author has t h e r e f o r e considered i t vinnecessary t o p r o v i d e a d e t a i l e d 
i n t r o d u c t i o n a t t h e beginning of the chapter on t h e Three Towns p u b l i c 
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l i b r c i r i e s , but has s e l e c t e d éind sketched i n a few paragraphs t h a t 
which seems important i n r e l a t i o n to l o c a i developments. From these 
examples i t w i l l be seen t h a t the imbalance which e x i s t s i n the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f c o n t e x t u a l m a t e r i a l i s v e r y c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o the 
second and t h i r d aims o f the staidy, v i z . t o attempt t o understand 
the causes and reasons behind the f a c t s , and t o r e l a t e the l o c a i 
l i b r a r y development very b r o a d l y t o the n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l context, 
and the f u l f i l l m e n t o f those aims has been considered o f g r e a t e r 
importance thcui the t h e o r e t i c a l l y d e s i r a b l e uniform balance o f 
p r e s e n t a t i o n . 
The o r g a n i s a t i o n o f the contents o f t h i s t h e s i s presented 
two main a l t e m a t i ves: t o p r e s e n t each o f the Three Towns and i t s 
l i b r a r i e s i n t i i r n ; or t o take the whole g e o g r a p h i c a l area o f the 
Three Towns and deal i n t i i m w i t h each type of l i b r a r y a cross i t . 
The l a t t e r proved the more s a t i s f a c t o r y arrangement, but i t has been 
o r g a n i s e d i n such a way t h a t the i n d i v i d u a i developnents i n each o f 
the Three Towns can be i d e n t i f i e d f a i r l y r e a d i l y w i t h i n each chapter 
o r s e c t i o n . 
The study f a l l s i n t o t h ree main d i v i s i o n s . CSiapter 2 
i n t r o d u c e s t h e Three Towns, t h e i r n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and l o c a i s e t t i n g , 
t h e i r i n d i v i d u a i h i s t o r i e s and c h a r a c t e r s , and some of the main f a c t o r s 
which were p o t e n t i a l i n f l u e n c e s on l i b r a r y development, such as the 
p o p u l a t i o n growth, e d u c a t i o n , s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s , booktrade, and so on. 
Chapters 3 t o 11 c o n t a i n s y s t e m a t i c accounts o f the l i b r a r i e s i d e n t i ­
f i e d i n the p e r i o d up t o 1914. The currangement i s b r o a d l y chrono-
l o g i c a l f o r the e a r l i e s t l i b r a r i e s , and by l i b r a r y type fór the l a t e r 
p e r i o d . Each type of l i b r a r y i s normally i n t r o d u c e d by a sketch of 
i t s n a t i o n a l development and the r e g i o n a l and l o c a i s e t t i n g before 
each i n d i v i d u a i l i b r a r y i s examined. Q i a p t e r 12 summarises the f i n d i n g s 
cuid h i g h l i g h t s p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t s o f comparison or c o n t r a s t which emerge. 
F i n a l l y , the Appendix c o n t a i n s maps vrtiich w i l l be found u s e f u l f o r 
r e f e r e n c e purposes throughout t h i s wcrk. 
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CHAPTER TWO. THE THREE TOWNS 
The purpose o f t h i s chapter i s t o d e s c r i b e t h e gênerai 
context i n which t h e l i b r a r i e s d e t a i l e d i n stabsequ^t chapter s were 
estêiblished, developed and f l o u r i s h e d o r f a i l e d . A f t e r a gênerai 
considération o f t h e geog r a p h i c a l s e t t i n g o f t h e Three Towns, each 
town w i l l be examined i n t u m , o u t l i n i n g i t s h i s t o r y and gênerai 
ch a r a c t e r . F i n a l l y , some o f the f a c t o r s which might be expected t o 
i n f l u e n c e l i b r a r i e s most s t r o n g l y w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d , t o g e t h e r ~ w i t h 
any i n t e r e s t i n g différences i n t h e i r opération i n t h e Three Towns, 
f o r example, o c c u p a t i o n s , l i t e r a c y , and t h e book t r a d e . 
2.1 THE GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING 
P h y s i c a l geography e x e r c i s e s an i n f l u e n c e on c u l t u r a l 
h i s t o r y , a l t h o u g h t h i s becomes l e s s obvious as t h e development o f 
technology brought about f a s t e r communications, reduced i s o l a t i o n , 
- and enabled men t o make t h e i r own mark on t h e landscape and c o n t r o l 
much of i t s use. The Three Towns have an i n t e r e s t i n g geographical 
s i t u a t i o n . They are s i t e d on a pe n i n s u l a between t h e mouths of the 
r i v e r s Tamar and Plym ( F i g , 1 ) , and are w i t h i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
County of Devon - but o n l y j u s t , f o r t h e R i v e r Tamar marks the 
bo\andciry between Devon and C o m w a l l . The County o f Devon i t s e l f 
f a l l s on the broad d i v i d i n g l i n e which g e o g r a p h i c a l l y d i s t i n g u i s h e s 
t h e "Highland Zone" from the "Lowland Zone" ( F i g . 2 ) . Fox, i n h i s 
Personality of B r i t a i n (!), showed how t h e s t r u c t u r e o f B r i t a i n bas 
exerted a powerful i n f l u e n c e on c u l t u r e , and although h i s study i s 
concemed w i t h p r e h i s t o r y , the i n f l u e n c e can be t r a c e d a l s o behind 
l a t e r c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y . The gênerai c h a r a c t e r o f the "Highland Zone" 
i s one i n which high plateaux and mountains p r o v i d e d i f f i c u l t r e l i e f , 
a poorer economy, a dependence upon the sea f o r communication and 
a sensé o f i s o l a t i o n i n i t s small communities. The "Lowland Zone" 
g e n e r a l l y p r o v i d e s a r e l i e f w i t h few o b s t a c l e s t o communication, more 
f e r t i l e and h a b i t a b l e ground, w i t h w e a l t h i e r p o p u l a t i o n s . Something 
o f t h i s c o n t r a s t can be pe r c e i v e d i n the e a r l i e r h i s t o r y o f Devon. In 
the east o f t h e Co\inty the p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l o f Exeter shared the 
gênerai c h a r a c t e r o f the "Lowland Zone", w i t h easy communications 
w i t h the r e s t o f England and a b l e t o share i n gênerai c u l t u r a l 
F i g . 3 The t r a d i t i o n a l fkiüthwest r e g i o n . 
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developments spreading from i t . West of Exet e r , t h e r e was Dartmoor, 
a h o s t i l e l a n d b a r r i e r . Routes had t o be taken arptand i t , u s u a l l y t o 
t h e n o r t h because the a l t e r n a t i v e r o u t e along the southern f l a n k s 
meant f o r d i n g s e v e r a l r i v e r s . The r e l i e f o f the f o r t y m i l e s 
between the Three Towns and E x e t e r d i d not p r o v i d e easy communication 
found i n s i m i l a r d i s t a n c e s i n lowland B r i t a i n , and t h i s makes the 
c u l t u r a l development l e s s p r e d i c t a b l e i n t h e days before modern f a s t 
l a n d Communications. Ideas, such as t h e establishment o f a type 
o f l i b r a r y , might spread from a c e n t r e such as London by r i p p l e s 
t o E x e t e r ; but the idea might re a c h the Three Towns by l a n d much 
l a t e r , by sea d i r e c t from London rauch e a r l i e r , o r a s i m i l a r i d e a 
might be developed independently i n t h e area i t s e l f . 
The e f f e c t o f geography on t h e h i s t o r y o f l i b r a r i e s i s a 
s u b j e c t which would probably repay d e t a i l e d study w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e 
p e r i o d before. about 1800, f o r i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e i n t h e 
l i b r a r y h i s t o r i e s of Great B r i t a i n how o f t e n an e a r l y development 
seems t o bave been engender ed i n t h e "Highland Zone'.' The purpose 
bere, however, i s simply t o convey the idea t h a t i t would be as w e l l 
not t o expect the Three Towns t o show as c l o s e a r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
t h e g e n e r a l development of l i b r a r i e s i n England as i s shown by Exeter. 
Very l i t t l e work has been c a r r i e d out i n t o t he h i s t o r y o f l i b r a r i e s 
i n Devon and C o m w a l l , apart from E x e t e r (2), but a p r e l i m i n a r y survey 
by the author has i n d i c a t e d a marked l a t e development of l i b r a r i e s i n 
C o m w a l l and a marked e a r l y i n d i v i d u a i stamp on those which were estab-
l i s h e d , such as the C o m w a l l County L i b r a r y i n 1794 (3). East o f 
Dartmoor, on the other band, t h e r e seem t o occur l i b r a r i e s which a r e 
contemporary w i t h and s i m i l a r t o o t h e r s i n England, f o r example, 
p a r o c h i a l and s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s which w i l l be mentioned again i n 
t h e a p p r o p r i a t e chapters. The Three Towns" are. situatedlbetwéen-t'hese 
two somewhat d i f f e r e n t a reas, and i t might reasonably be expected t h a t 
t h e y w i l l a t the very l e a s t show some i n t e r e s t i n g l i b r a r y developments. 
The geographical S i t u a t i o n i n the f a r southwest of England 
combined w i t h the f i n e n a t u r a l harbours provided at the e s t u a r i e s 
o f the Plym euid Tamar was t u m e d t o e a r l y advantage, and commercieil 
cuid m i l i t a r y maritime a f f a i r s bave been pursued w i t h v i g o u r , b r i n g i n g 
about a l a r g e centre of p o p u l a t i o n . Table 1 shows the p o p u l a t i o n 
o f t h e Three Towns according t o the Census f i g u r e s 1801 - 1911, and 
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t h e t o t a l cotinty f i g u r e s f o r Devon and Cornwall have been g i v e n f o r 
comparison, together w i t h t h e f i g u r e s f o r E x e t e r , the p r o v i n c i a l 
c a p i t a l . which was a l s o t h e sea t o f t h e Diocese co v e r i n g C o r n w a l l u n t i l 
1876. I t w i l l be seen t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e populatioiB o f t h e i n d i v i d u a i 
towns o f Plymouth, Devonport and Stonehouse were not particuléurly 
h i g h , c o l l e c t l v e l y they formed a v e r y l a r g e c e n t r e o f p o p u l a t i o n 
'which by 1911 formed n e a r l y o n e t h i r d o f the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f Devon 
and was e q u i v a l e n t t o about two t h i r d s o f t h e popu l a t i o n o f C o r n w a l l . 
Table 1. P o p u l a t i o n s t a t i s t i c s o f t h e Three Towns and t h e Counties 
o f Devon and C o r n w a l l , 1801-1911. 
Census Plymouth Devon- Stone­ Three Exeter Devon Cornwall 
port house Towns 
1801 16,040 23,747 3,407 43,194 17,398 337,785 192,879 
1811 20,803 30,083 5,174 56,060 18,896 381,398 220,477 
1821 21,591 33,578 6,043 61,212 23,479 437,559 261,616 
1831 31,080 34,883 9,571 75,534 28,201 492,935 301,642 
1841 36,520 33,820 9,712 80,052 31,312 532,308 342,333 
1851 52,221 38,180 11,979 102,380 32,823 569,072 353,637 
"1861 62,599 50,44O 14,343 127,382 33,738 589,278 364,848 
1871 68,833 49,449 14,585 132,867 36,349 606,102 358,356 
1881 73,794 48,939 15,041 137,774 37,669 608,400 326,375 
1891 84,248 54,803 15,401 154,452 33,404 631,808 322,571 
1901 107,636 70,437 15,111 193,184 46,940 664 , 697 318,591 
1911 112,030 81,678 13,748 207,456 48,664 701,981 325,315 
Such a l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n might be expected t o conta i n w i t h i n i t a 
co m p l e x i t y of Organisation and need which might g i v e r i s e t o a r i e b 
v a r i e t y o f l i b r a r i e s , and indeed t o take t he l e a d e r s h i p i n such matters 
i n t h e r e g i o n i n f l u e n c e d by i t , which, w i t h t h e improvement o f communi-
c a t i o n i n t h e l a t e e i g h t e e n t h and e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r i e s , cuid 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e r a i l w a y e x t e n s i o n i n t o Cornwall i n 1859, c o n s i s t e d 
o f t he western part of Devon and most of Cornwall. B r i s t o l , which i s 
o f t e n thought o f as t h e "gateway t o the South-West" cUid t o be i t s major 
c i t y , was over lOO m i l e s from t h e Three Towns and t o o f a r away t o have 
much i n f l u e n c e on Devon and C o r n w a l l . When the r e g i o n a l context o f t h e 
Three Towns i s mentioned i n t h i s study, i t r e f e r s t o Devon and Cornwall 
and not t o t h e f i v e c o u n t i e s ( W i l t s h i r e , Dorset, Somerset, Devon and 
Cornwall) which are grouped as t h e "Southwest" i n t h e Census and other 
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o f f i c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n s ( F i g . 3 ) . 
The p o p u l a t i o n of t h e Three Towns formed not o n l y a l a r g e 
r e g i o n a l c e n t r e but a l s o one o f t h e l a r g e s t c e n t r e s o f p o p u l a t i o n i n 
England and Wales. From 1801 - 1841 t h e Three To%ms, under t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e name "Plymouth", were ranked i n Census r e p o r t s as seventh 
among the p r i n c i p a l towns, surpassed o n l y by London, Manchester, 
L i v e r p o o l , Birmingham, B r i s t o l euid Leeds. As t h e cen t u r y wore on, 
"Plymouth" was passed by other towns and had f a l l e n t o seventeenth 
p o s i t i o n by 1911. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e t h a t the p l a c e s which 
ranked above iand. immediately below i t i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h -
centxiry - t h e l a t t e r being Portsmouth, Norwich, S h e f f i e l d , Nottingham, 
Bath, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and L e i c e s t e r - are a l l names which a r e 
f r e q u e n t l y met i n t h e pages o f l i b r a r y h i s t o r i e s , w i t h one e x c e p t i o n , 
Portsmouth. "Portsmouth/Portsea/Gosport" ranked e i g h t h , next t o Plymouth. 
I s i t a matter o f t o t a l c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t these two seaports which have 
so much i n common,(such as bein g t r i p a r t i t e c o n urbations, w i t h d u a l 
f \ i n c t i o n s o f commercial p o r t s and r o y a l dockyards) , appear t o f i g u r e 
l e s s i n l i b r a r y h i s t o r y than t h e o t h e r s ? Of course, i t c o u l d be because 
n e i t h e r a r ea has been stud i e d adequately t o e s t a b l i s h any c l a i m t o a 
p l a c e i n l i b r a r y h i s t o r y commensurate w i t h t h e i r importance as p o p u l a t i o n 
c e n t r e s . There i s , however, another p o s s i b i l i t y , t h a t f o r some reason 
connected w i t h t h e i r complex p o p u l a t i o n s and m u l t i p l e f u n c t i o n s , t h e 
development o f l i b r a r i e s might have been i n some way r e t a r d e d . I t i s no 
p a r t o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r study t o i n v e s t i g a t e Portsnouth, but i t w i l l be 
i n t e r e s t i n g t o e s t a b l i s h i n t h e cont e x t o f the Three Towns whether t h e r e 
were any f a c t o r s which retcurded t h e development o f l i b r a r i e s , f o r i f so, 
t h i s might be o f wider a p p l i c a t i o n . 
Having thus looked b r i e f l y and g e n e r a l l y a t the s i t u a t i o n 
and t h e p o p u l a t i o n of the Three Towns i n t h e context of t h e i r n a t i o n a l 
a n d : r e g i o n a l s e t t i n g , i t i s now.necessary t o t u r n t o the t h i r d geo­
g r a p h i c a l aspect which has been s e l e c t e d f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h i s s e c t i o n , 
v i z . t h e:important-subject. o f t r a n s p o r t : a n d communication^ Transport 
and communication can be a v e r y s i g n i f i c c u i t f a c t o r i n the e s t a b l i s h m e n t , 
development and d e c l i n e of l i b r c i r i e s . They are t h e meems by which i d e a s 
can be dis s e m i n a t e d , by l e t t e r , by p r i n t e d papers and books, and by 
i n d i v i d u a l t r a v e l l e r s . They a r e t h e means by which books and p e r i o d i c a l s 
Ccm be a c q u i r e d and despatched; by which p r i n t i n g equipment and paper 
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ccin be o b t a l n e d t o provide a booktrade o f a i l k i n d s which can i n t u m 
encourage l i b r a r i e s . At t h e e n t i r e l y l o c a l l e v e l , t h e e x i s t e n c e o r 
otherwise o f good roads, o r br i d g e s , can make a considérable différence 
ùp t o t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y i n t h e p o t e n t i a l catchment area f o r 
a proposed s o c i e t y o r librêiry. For example, c o u l d ône establishment 
serve t h e Three Towns, or was i t e s s e n t i a l t o bave t h r e e separate 
establishments? To what extent might u s e r s from o u t s i d e the Three Towns 
make use o f t h e f a c i l i t i e s i n thein? Although roads might e x i s t , t h e i r 
c o n d i t i o n and r o u t e could be important. A r o u t e might be p e r f e c t l y 
f e a s i b l e f o r a m i d d l e c l a s s gentleman on horseback who c o u l d move from 
one of t h e Three Towns t o another c o m p a r a t i v e l y q u i c k l y and e a s i l y t o 
attend a p r o f e s s i o n a l g a t h e r i n g ; but t h e same r o u t e w i t h steep muddy 
h i l l s o r l o n g détours t o c r o s s a cree k by t h e b r i d g e c o u l d make i t 
an-unreasonable e x p e c t a t i o n f o r working men, t i r e d a f t e r t h e i r day's 
labo u r , t o go on f o o t f o r such d i s t a n c e s . W i t h thèse kin d s o f c o n s i d -
ération i n mind, t he development o f t h e more important f e a t u r e s o f 
t r a n s p o r t and commimications i n t h e Three Towns w i l l now be o u t l i n e d . 
F i g . 4 i s a sketch-map showing some o f thèse f e a t u r e s , and Maps 1 - 4 
bave been p r o v i d e d f o r g e n e r a l référence purposes when pla c e s a r e 
named throughout the t h e s i s . 
The good sea communications o f t h e Three Towns are well-known, 
f i r s t from t h e réputation of the E l i z a b e t h a n seamen such as Drake and 
Hawkins and l a t e r the réputation of t h e r o y a l n a v a l s h i p s u s i n g Devon-
port as t h e i r home base. In the days o f s a i l i n g s h i p s Plymouth Sound 
provided s u i t a b l e anchorage f o r both westbound and eastbound t r a f f i e , 
f o r t h e y c o u l d anchor i n the Hamoaze or i n t h e Cattewater and await t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e wind. T r a f f i c was conducted both coastwise and overseas i n 
both d i r e c t i o n s , and t h e port was made s a f e r w i t h t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
the Eddystone Lighthouse which was e f f e c t i v e from 1759 (former l i g h t h o u s e s 
were c o n s t m c t e d but f a i l e d ) , and t h e Breakwater which was completed i n 
1844. The économies o f t r a n s p o r t u s u a l l y d i c t a t e t h a t low c o s t t r a n s p o r t 
such as water t r a n s p o r t i s s u i t a b l e f o r moving bulk goods o f low v a l u e 
f o r which speed i s not e s s e n t i a l , and t h a t when goods are of h i g h v a l u e 
and low b u l k i t i s economie t o use f a s t e r , more expensive forms o f 
t r a n s p o r t , v i z . l a n d t r a n s p o r t b e f o r e a i r tréuisport becóme a v a i l a b l e . 
U n t i l t h e steam r a i l w a y was invent ed t h e r e was no s i n g l e form o f t r a n s p o r t 
which e o u l d c a t e r f o r both types o f goods economically. Lémd commijni-
c a t i o n s i n Devon and C o m w a l l , however, were comparatively d i f f i c u l t and 
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F i g . 4 Sketch plein o f road and r i v e r c o n n i i n i c a t i o n s of t h e Three Towns. 
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the t h e o r y o f sea and l a n d t r a n s p o r t economies o f t e n was d i s r e g a r d e d 
i n p r a c t i c e , w i t h the i m p o r t a t i o n o f s t a t i o n e r y , books and p e r i o d i c a l s 
t a k l n g p l a c e v i a the p o r t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n west Devon and i n C o m w a l l , 
and i t was i n the p o r t s t h a t t h e booktrade u s u a l l y became e s t a b l i s h e d 
and developed west of E x e t e r . 
The l a n d Communications i n and around the Three Towns were 
d i f f i c u l t u n t i l the beginning o f many improvements from t h e mid-eighteenth 
c e n t u r y onwards. The n a t u r a i p h y s i c a l geography of t h e eirea was a 
d e e p l y indented p e n i n s u l a between the r i v e r s Tamar and Plym, and o n l y 
by t r a v e l l i n g n o r t h was i t p o s s i b l e . t o l e a v e the:.Three Towns without 
Crossing r i v e r s and c r e e k s . The medieval roads were packhorse routes. 
which were i n f l u e n c e d g r e a t l y by topography and were f r e q u e n t l y 
impasséible because of t h e q u a n t i t y of mud. Packhorse r o u t e s l e d from 
t h e town o f Plymouth t o t h e f e r r i e s at S a l t a s h Passage, Cr e m y l l ' and 
Hooe, and t h e route a l o n g t h e watershed t o the n o r t h was u s u a l l y 
taken as the road t o E x e t e r and London i n preference. t o the southern 
r o u t e around Dartmoor which was reached by a d i f f i c u l t r o a d from 
Plymouth down steep L i p s o n H i l l , s k i r t i n g the n o r t h s i d e o f Lipson 
Creek, and l e a d i n g t o E f f o r d where i t was p o s s i b l e t o c r o s s t h e Plym 
at low t i d e o r a l t e m a t i v e l y t o the higher c r o s s i n g at Plym Br i d g e . I t 
was not u n t i l a f t e r 17 58 t h a t t h e main road t o t h e east was improved 
by b u i l d i n g ein embanked t u m p i k e road which crossed the Plym at Long-
b r i d g e . In 1809 the Embankment across L a i r a marshes p r o v i d e d a new 
easy a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e o l d L i p s o n H i l l , and i n 1863 another new 
road was opened between Mutley and Crabtree. U n t i l 1 8 2 7 , when the 
L a i r a Bridge was b u i l t , t r a f f i c from Hooe and Oreston had t o t r a v e l t o 
Plympton i n order t o r e a c h Plymouth, \jnless s m all enough t o c r o s s by 
t h e f e r r y a t Hooe. On t h e western s i d e , the p a t h from Plymouth t o 
Dévonport was v i a M i l l B r i d g e u n t i l t h e more convenient Stonehouse 
B r i d g e was opened i n 1 7 7 3 , a f t e r which horsedrawn v e h i c l e s soon begcui 
t o provide a convenient p u b l i c s e r v i c e . In 1791 t h e Torpoint F e r r y 
was e s t a b l i s h e d , and p r o v i d e d a s a f e r and f a s t e r c r o s s i n g thcui t h e o l d 
C r e m y l l F e r r y , which d e c l i n e d i n importance. 
Although t h e g e n e r a l growth i n wheeled t r a f f i c t o ok p l a c e 
i n t h e r e s t o f England from t h e m i d - f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , i t was l a t e 
r e a c h i n g t h e Southwest because o f the impassable packhorse roads. 
By the e a r l y s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t h e r e was a weekly post t o London, and 
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stagecoaches were running from Plymouth t o E x e t e r and London and t o 
Falmouth i n t h e seventeenth-century; i n 1658 a post-house was estab­
l i s h e d i n Plymouth as p a r t o f t h e r e g u l a r p u b l i c m a i l s e r v i c e s which 
began i n 1630. As a r e s u l t o f t h e improvements t o the roads and 
bridges,brought about by t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t u r n p i k e systems, many 
r e g u l a r stage-coaches l e f t Plymouth f o r London. JThe d r a i n i n g o f t h e 
marshes between Plymouth and Stonehouse and the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 
new Union Road l i n k i n g w i t h Stonehouse Bridge made i t p o s s i b l e t o 
extend t h e stagecoach s e r v i c e s t o Devonport. The p e r i o d 1770 - 1830 
was one i n which a tremendous improvement took p l a c e i n t h e communica­
t i o n s and t r a n s p o r t not o n l y between t h e Three Towns and d i s t a n t 
d e s t i n a t i o n s , but a l s o i n t h e immediate v i c i n i t y , w i t h t h e towns becoming 
c e n t r e s f o r t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f surrounding v i l l a g e s . The improvements 
p a r t i c u l a r l y enabled communication t o take p l a c e more e a s i l y between 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l towns, and r e f e r e n c e t o F i g . 1 and t h e Maps w i l l show 
at a g l a n c e t h a t i t was i n t h e e a r l y n i n e t e a i t h - c e n t u r y t h a t t h e s i g n s 
o f a d e v e l o p i n g coniir bat i o n emerged. In t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
cheap and easy l i n k s were formed by the t^ramway s e r v i c e s between t h e 
towns. Meeuitime, a network o f l o c a l r a i l w a y s t a t i o n s had a l s o emerged. 
The r a i l w a y had reached Plymouth i n 1848, being p a r t of t h e South Devon 
Ra i l w a y v i a Totnes and Newton Abbot t o London; i n 1856 a r a i l w a y was 
opened between Plymouth and T a v i s t o c k , which connected w i t h t h e Southern 
Region r o u t e around the n o r t h o f Dartmoor v i a Okehampton. 
From t h i s b r i e f i n d i c a t i o n o f the t r a n s p o r t and communication 
h i s t o r y o f t h e Three Towns both l o c a l l y and n a t i o n a l l y , i t seems p o s s i b l e 
t o draw-a few ge n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n s which might a f f e c t l i b r a r y development. 
Although l a n d communications were d i f f i c u l t before about 1800 i n p a r t i ­
c u l a r , t h e e x c e l l e n t sea coiramonications both coastwise and overseas 
would have made i t u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e Three Towns were not aware o f 
l i b r a r y develojanents elsewhere, although d i s t a n c e from t h e main book 
c e n t r e s such as London and t h e u n i v e r s i t y towns might have made i t 
d i f f i c u l t t o compete - t h a t i s , i f t h e l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n had t h e w i l l t o 
do so. At the l o c a l l e v e l i t would have been d i f f i c u l t a t f i r s t t o 
e s t a b l i s h any l i b r a r y o r s o c i e t y which was dependent upon t h e u n i f i e d 
support o f t h e Three Towns because o f the poor roads between them, w i t h 
t h e p o s s i b l e exception o f t h e w e a l t h i e r element o f the p o p u l a t i o n 
which c o u l d a f f o r d horse t r e u i s p o r t . Throughout the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h 
and t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r i e s improvements were made i n both roads and 
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t r a n s p o r t which promoted the c i r c u l a t i o n o f the p o p u l a t i o n , and 
made i t t h e o r e t i c a l l y e a s i e r t o a t t r a c t support f o r a u n i f i e d s o c i e t y 
o r l i b r a r y f o r t h e Three Towns i n s t e a d o f separate p r o v i s i o n i n each; 
t h i s , however, might i n p r a c t i c e be pcortly o f f s e t by the growth i n 
p o p u l a t i o n which c o u l d make one l a r g e o r g s u i i s a t i o n unwieldy, or t h e r e 
c o u l d be " p o l i t i c a i r i v a l i r i e s which might m i l i t a t e a g a i n s t u n i t y . 
The surrounding towns and v i l l a g e s l o oked i n c r e a s i n g l y t o t h e Three 
Towns a s t h e i r r e g i o n a l c e n t r e , and p r o v i d e d an a d d i t i o n a l p o t e n t i a l 
r e s e r v o i r o f l i b r a r y members as t h e new cheap p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t systems 
by road, r a i l and f e r r y l i n k e d them t o g e t h e r . 
I t has been convenient t o e x p l o r e i n t h e above s e c t i o n some 
of t he g e n e r a l g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which have a f f e c t e d the 
Three Towns c o l l e c t i v e l y r a t h e r than i n d i v i d u a l l y , but t h e next 
s e c t i o n s w i l l o u t l i n e t h e general h i s t o r y and c h a r a c t e r o f t h e i n d i v i d u a i 
towns b e f o r e r e t u m i n g t o the c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f some of t h e more 
obvious f a c t o r s which c o u l d have.-influenced t h e growth o f l i b r a r i e s 
w i t h i n them. 
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2.2 THE HISTORY AND GENERAL CHARACTER OF PLYMOUTH. 
The o l d e s t of the Three Towns i s Plymouth, which had developed 
from the Domesday manor of Sutton long b e f o r e any urban s e t t l o n e n t had 
emerged a t Devonport or Stonehouse. Thè .manor o f Sutton was one of t h e 
r o y a l manors, although i t was, i r o n i c a l l y , t h e poorest i n the d i s t r i c t ; 
i n the e a r l y t w e i f t h - c e n t u r y King Henry I gave i t t o the V a l l e t o r t 
f a m i l y , which remained i n possession, o r p a r t possession o f i t , u n t i l 
1439. The V a l l e t o r t s were patrons o f t h e A u g u s t i n i a n P r i o r y which had 
been e s t a b l i s h e d a t nearby Plympton i n 1121, and t h e y gave the p r i o r s 
s e v e r a l p r i v i l e g e s i n Sutton; t h i s l e d t o t h e d i v i s i o n o f t h e manor i n t o 
Sutton V a u t o r t ( V a l l e t o r t ) , which was t h e o l d e s t p a r t of t h e settlement 
on the n o r t h and west s i d e , and Sutton P r i o r , between the o l d settlement 
and Sutton P o o l . The main develojanent t o o k p l a c e i n Sutton P r i o r , 
although t h e d i v i d e d s e t t l a n e n t was s t i l l known c o l l e c t i v e l y as Sutton. 
F i r s t , i t grew i n t o a f i s h i n g v i l l a g e , o r , as Leland d e s r i b e d i t , "a 
mene t h i n g as an I n h a b i t a t i o n f o r f i s c h a r s " (4) , almost c e r t a i n l y 
s u p p l ying t h e P r i o r y which h e l d the f i s h i n g r i g h t s i n the Tamar êmd 
Lynher r i v e r s , and a f i s h market was e s t a b l i s h e d (5). An important 
n a t i o n a l event i n the t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y was t h e a c q u i s i t i o n o f French 
p r o v i n c e s through Henry I I , and the development of a f l o u r i s h i n g wine 
t r a d e between England and France. The advantages of Plymouth Sound as a 
port of r e f u g e f o r thè wine shi p s g r a d u a l l y became known, and the f i r s t 
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e name "Plymouth" ("Plimmue") appeared i n 1231, when i t 
denoted t h e Sound and the settlements on i t s shores, i . e . the p o r t of 
Plymouth (6) . The settlement at Sutton was s t i m u l a t e d by the v i s i t s 
o f the wine f l e e t and a l s o by i t s connections w i t h the o l d e r port and 
town o f Plympton which was then at t h e peak o f i t s t r a d e i n e x p o r t i n g 
t i n from Dartmoor. The commercial growth o f Sutton appears t o have 
been r a p i d i n the l a t e t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . In 1254 the i n h a b i t a n t s of 
Sutton P r i o r were given a weekly market and an annual t r a d e f a i r (7) , 
and i n 1281 t h e settlement was l a r g e enough t o be c a l l e d a " v i l l a g e " (8). 
In 1298 i t r e t u r n e d i t s f i r s t Member of P a r l i a m e n t (9). The scope of 
t r a d e a t Sutton r a p i d l y increased a f t e r c o a s t a l settlements had become 
more secure through the e f f o r t s o f Edward I t o suppress p i r a c y . In 1280 
the C i s t e r c i a n Abbey at nearby Buckland was founded, encouraging f i s h i n g 
and p a s t o r a l i s m , l e a d i n g t o a t r a d e i n h i d e s between the p o r t of 
Plymouth and F l a n d e r s (10). Ships from t h e p o r t of Plymouth took an 
a c t i v e p a r t i n t h e wine t r a d e from a t l e a s t 1303 (11) and began t o 
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supply C o r n i s h merchants who had p r e v i o u s l y been s u p p l i e d by Exeter (12) 
Much of t h e t r a d e o f t h e po r t o f Plymouth was by t h i s time being c a r r i e d 
on at Sutton P o o l , f o r Plympton's supremacy was w a i n i n g w i t h t h e d e c l i n e 
o f t h e t i n t r a d e and t h e s i l t i n g up o f t h e Plym e s t u a r y . By about 1400 
not o n l y was Sutton r e c o g n i s e d as the main sett l e m e n t a t t h e port o f 
Plymouth, (even i n 1297 an order r e f e r r e d t o "Plymouth w i t h t h e po r t o f 
Sutton" (13)), but i t had almost become synonymous w i t h i t , and was 
o c c a s i o n a l l y r e f e r r e d t o as "the town o f Plymouth" (14). In t h e e a r l y 
f i f t e e n t h - c e n t T i r y ..shipsifrom-the town were t a k i n g p a r t i n the c a r r y i n g 
t r a d e w i t h F l a n d e r s , Zealand, I b e r i a , France, e t c . , and had developed 
a coastwise t r a d e through t h e d i s p e r s a l o f imported goods . (15). 
The expansion o f medieval Sutton was not e n t i r e l y due t o t h i s 
commercial success, f o r i t g r a d u a l l y became i n v o l v e d i n m i l i t a r y matters 
through t h e s t r a t e g i c importance o f t h e p o r t o f Plymouth, which began 
t o be recognised a t l e a s t as e a r l y as 1295 (16) . The po r t featvired 
prominently i n t h e e x p e d i t i o n s t o t h e French P r o v i n c e s t o q u e l l t h e 
r e b e l l i o n s t h e r e , f o r one o f i t s main advantages a s an embarkation 
port was the s h o r t e r voyage. Men and horses were o r d e r a l t o muster at 
the p o r t , and t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f Sutton began t o be i n v o l v e d i n t h e 
problems o f p r o v i d i n g p r o v i s i o n s and accommodation f o r the f l e e t s and 
tro o p s . The immediate h i n t e r l c i n d c o u l d not p r o v i d e adequate p r o v i s i o n s 
so food was brought from neighbouring c o u n t i e s , almost c e r t a i n l y by the 
coastwise t r a d e . The Hundred Years' War, which began i n 1336 when 
Edward I I I l a i d c l a i m t o t h e throne o f France, o n l y served t o expand 
the m i l i t a r y f u n c t i o n o f t h e po r t and f u r t h e r s t i m u l a t e d Sutton, where 
the settlement had grown s u f f i c i e n t l y t o r e q u i r e some form o f govern­
ment. From 13lO a P r a e p o s i t u s was e l e c t e d . ( 1 7 ) , an o f f i c e r who was the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e P r i o r o f Plympton and r e s p o n s i b l e t o him f o r t h e 
law and order o f t h e town; t h e P r a e p o s i t u s was o f t e n m i s t a k e n l y 
addressed as "Mayor" i n extant w r i t s and o r d e r s (18), a n a t u r a l enough 
mistake f o r t h e settlement had become v i r t u a l l y s e l f s u f f i c i e n t , w i tb i t s 
own m i l l s , weavers, t a n n e r s , s h i p b u i l d i n g and r e p a i r i n g , e t c . , and had 
e f f e c t i v e l y achieved c o n s i d e r a b l e independence from t he P r i o r of 
Plympton. In 1439 t h e town was i n c o r p o r a t e d by an Act of Parliciment, 
t o become the Borough o f Plymouth. A c h a r t e r o f 1463 confirmed t h e 
gra n t , r e f e r r i n g not o n l y t o the "Mayor and Commonalty" but a l s o t o 
a merchant g u i l d i n t h e borough (which would r e g u l a t e c r a f t s and trades) 
Very few other g u i l d s are known t o have e x i s t e d i n Plymouth (19); 
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one was t h e g u i l d of "Our Lady and S a i n t George", t o which every 
freeman of Plymouth had t o belong, and the other was a r e l i g i o n s g u i l d , 
" G u i l d o f Corpus C h r i s t i " (20). The o n l y c r a f t g u i l d s recorded are 
t h e T a i l o r s * G u i l d and Cordwainers' G u i l d ; r e c o r d s do not mention such 
g u i l d s as a Shipanans' Guild f o r s a i l o r s or St. P e t e r ' s G u i l d f o r 
fishermen, which i s s u r p r i s i n g i n view of the s t r e n g t h o f t h e maritime 
a c t i v i t i e s o f Plymouth. Perhaps the l a t e i n c o r p o r a t i o n might e x p l a i n 
t h e d e a r t h of g u i l d s , which i n some other p l a c e s were prominent and 
even were i n s t r u m e n t a l i n the establishment of e a r l y l i b r a r i e s , as i n 
t h e case o f the G u i l d of Kalendars at B r i s t o l . 
The growth of Plymouth as a m i l i t a r y and commercial port had 
made i t an obvions t a r g e t f o r French a t t a c k s , which took p l a c e p e r i o d i -
c a l l y i n t h e foùrteenth-century. Town w a l l s began t o be e r e c t e d , 
a l t h o ugh i t was l e f t t o the e a r l y s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t o e r e c t more 
e f f e c t i v e w a l l s and a c a s t l e quadrate. F i g . 5 shows Plymouth tempus 
Henry V I I I , a compact settlement w i t h t he market near the church of 
S t . Andrew's, the inner harbour as the l a n d i n g p l a c e , and t h e p i e r 
o v erlooked by the c a s t l e . The s k e t c h a l s o shows l o c a t i o n s f o r the 
White F r i a r s or Carmélites, and i t should be n o t i c e d t h a t t he F r a n c i s c a n s 
and Dominicans had a l s o taken up résidence i n the town although no 
r e c o r d s s u r v i v e from thèse es t a b l i s h m e n t s ; the f r i a r s probably found 
a need f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e s t o t h e s i c k as w e l l as audiences f o r t h e i r 
t e a c h i n g among the s o l d i e r s and seamen who sw e l l e d the p o p u l a t i o n . 
The f i f t e e n t h - c e n t u r y g e n e r a l l y was not a happy one, f o r t h e town 
shared i n the widespread d i f f i c u l t y of recovery a f t e r the B l a c k Death, 
and from t h e mid-century the peace t r e a t y w i t h France l e f t Plymouth 
without t h e m i l i t a r y i n c e n t i v e which had s u s t a i n e d i t and t r a d i n g had 
i n e v i t a b l y dropped s i g n i f i c a n t l y . However, the next c e n t u r y more than 
made up t h e temporary décline, f o r i t proved a t u r n i n g p o i n t i n the 
town's h i s t o r y , making Plymouth an océan port w i t h the advent of the 
Age of Discovery. By the l a t e s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y i t was acknowledged 
t o be t h e foremost port i n Englcind, a p o s i t i o n which was p a r t i c u l a r l y 
due t o i t s advantageous p o s i t i o n as the most w e s t e r l y major p o r t , i t s 
o r i e n t a t i o n t o the New World, and the i n f l u e n c e o f Plymouth seamen i n 
t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f n a t i o n a l n a v a l p o l i c i e s . I t became the p o r t from 
which expéditions of e x p l o r a t i o n were l e d by such men as M a r t i n Cockrem, 
W i l l i a m Hawkins, Humphrey G i l b e r t , F r a n c i s Drake and Walter R a l e i g h ; they 
s a i l e d f o r South America, t h e P a c i f i c Océan, West I n d i e s , Newfoundland, 
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V i r g i n i a , e t c . The s t r a t e g i e p o s i t i o n o f Plymouth as a p o r t i n t h e 
h o s t i l i t i e s w i t h Spain r e s t o r e d the m i l i t a r y f u n c t i o n as w e l l as t h e 
commercial f u n c t i o n which soared as goods began t o f l o w i n from t h e 
new c o l o n i e s overseas. The town began t o make mcUtiy c i v i c improve-
ments, p a r t i c u l a r l y t o the harbour o f Sutton P o o l where new quays were 
b u i l t . A regulär water supply was brought t o t h e town by a l e a t from 
the r i v e r Meavy, thereby improving not o n l y t h e watersupply t o t h e 
townsfolk, who p r e v i o u s l y had t o r e l y on w e l l s ; but a l s o f o r s h i p p i n g . 
New c o m m i l l s were b u i l t t o cope w i t h demand, and l a n d r e c l a m a t i o n 
began at t h e upper p a r t o f M i l l b a y , shown i n F i g . 5 as number 11, 
Sourepole. The l o c a i employment was almost e n t i r e l y connected w i t h 
s h i p p i n g , e i t h e r as merchants, t r a d e r s , s h i p b u i l d e r s and r e p a i r e r s , 
or seeonen. Thè merchants and t r a d e r s began t o a c q u i r e c o n s i d e r a b l e 
wealth. The emphasis on t r a d e and coimnerce a l s o seems t o bave brought 
w i t h i t an awareness, t o some extent, o f t h e need f o r l i t e r a c y , f o r 
a C o r p o r a t i o n Grammar School was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1561 by p u b l i c s u b s c r i p -
t i o n . 
Plymouth s u f f e r e d mixed f o r t u n e s i n the e c i r l y decades o f 
the seventeenth-century. Commercial p r o s p e r i t y continued d e s p i t e t h e 
system o f monopolies which at times a f f e c t e d t h e Plymouth merchants 
adversely. However, the Plymouth Company which had been formed i n 1606 
r e c e i v e d a new c h a r t e r i n 1620 which enabled i t t o encourage settlement 
i n New England, and t h e r e f o l l o w e d many voyages t o the east coast o f 
America f o r t r a d e and fiéhing. The town's heavy involvement w i t h 
commercial and m i l i t a r y maritime a f f a i r s c o u l d ' a t times be a disadvan-
tage, f o r i t r e s u l t e d i n frequent v i s i t a t i o n s of i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s 
commonly r e f e r r e d t o as the "plague'.' One p a r t i c u l a r l y bad year was 
1626-7 when 2,000 people a r e reported t o bave d i e d (21). The C i v i l 
War p e r i o d was a time of hardship f o r Plymouth, which d e c l a r e d f o r 
Parliament at t h e outset and was t h e o n l y - P a r i i a m e n t a r y b o r o u g h i i n 
the Southwest not t o pass i n t o R o y a l i s t hands at some stage d u r i n g t h e 
war. T h i s was due t o i t s s t r a t e g i e p o s i t i o n by l a n d and the a b i l i t y 
t o o b t a i n s t o r e s and a s s i s t a n c e by sea, a l t h o u g h great h a r d s h i p was 
experienced. Map 1 shows.Lthe area of the ThFee Towns at t h i s ' t i m e . 
C h a r l e s I I caused a new s t r e n g f o r t r e s s t o be b u i l t on t h e Hoe, 
o s t e n s i b l y f o r the defence o f the realm, but e q u a l l y as a reminder t o 
the t o w n s f o l k of t h e i r proper a l l e g i a n c e . Trade was q u i e k l y resumed, 
aided by t h e N a v i g a t i o n A c t s of 1651 and 1660 whieh strengthened 
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r e l a t i o n s w i t h the p l a n t a t i o n s , the Levant, the Mediterranecui and 
Europe, r e l i e v i n g t h e co n g e s t i o n of t h e po r t o f London, and causing 
t h e f i i r t h e r development o f west-coast p o r t s such as Plymouth, B r i s t o l 
and L i v e r p o o l (22). The coas t w i s e t r a d e was complementary t o t h i s 
f o r e i g n t r a d e , and towards t h e end o f t h e seventeenth-century Plymouth's 
outward shipments were m o s t l y imported goods t o t h e p o r t s o f Devon and 
C o m w a l l and t o London. Invrard cargoes v i a t h e c o a s t i n g t r a d e 
provided t h e food, raw m a t e r i a l s , c o a l , and other n e c e s s i t i e s t o 
support t h e growing p o p u l a t i o n (23). Two qu o t a t i o n s w i l l serve 
t o i l l u s t r a t e the c h a r a c t e r o f Plymouth s h o r t l y b e f o r e 1690 when t h e 
dockyard was commenced at t h e Hamoaze which was t o r e s u l t i n the b i r t h 
o f Devonport and. t h e development o f Stonehouse, t h e other two towns o f 
the t r i o . The f i r s t q u o t a t i o n i s from a p l a y , Newes fiom Plymouth 
by s i r W i l l i a m Davenant, p u b l i s h e d i n 1672 and c a r i c a t u r i n g t h e réputation 
of Plymouth i n a d i a l o g u e between two seamen: 
"This town i s dea r e r than Jérusalem a f t e r a year's s e i g e , 
They would make us pay f o r d a y l i g h t i f t h e y knew how t o 
measure the sunbeams by the yard, 
Nay, s e l l t h e v e r y a i r e , t o o , i f they c o u l d 
serve i t o u t i n f i n e c h i n a b o t t a i s . 
I f you but walk but t h r e e times i n t h e High S t r e e t 
they w i l l ask you f o r mony f o r wearing out the pebles'.' (24) 
The second quotation i s an eye-witness account o f t h e town i n 1669, as 
seen by t h e v i s i t i n g Count M a g a l o t t i : 
"Plymouth ... i s now so inc r e a s e d i n b u i l d i n g s and p o p u l a t i o n , 
t h a t i t may be reckoned among the best c i t i e s i n England, 
having between 12 - 15,000 i n h a b i t a n t s ..... I t s extent i s 
not v e r y considérable. The b u i l d i n g s a r e antique ..., l o f t y 
and narrow w i t h p o i n t e d r o o f s .... The l i f e o f t h e c i t y i s 
n a v i g a t i o n . The i n h a b i t a n t s export l e a d cUid t i n i n g r e a t e r 
q u a n t i t i e s than any other a r t i c l e , and w i t h these they go t o 
the Canaries and t o the Western I s l a n d . To Barbadoes, i n 
the new w o r l d , and i n every p a r t of Europe they a c t as 
c a r r i e r s , conveying merchandise from p l a c e t o p l a c e , a t an 
immense p r o f i t t o themselves. Hence, ... the g r e a t e r p a r t 
of the men l i v i n g a t sea; hence a l s o t h e town i s exceedingly 
w e l l s u p p l i e d , a l i t h e n e c e s s a r i e s o f l i f e being found 
t h e r e , and every s h i p exempt from duty, except wine, which 
... i s ... imported from f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s ; and not o n l y i s 
there g r e a t p l e n t y o f meat, c l o t h s and l i n e n , but of many 
other a r t i c l e s t h a t a d m i n i s t e r t o l u x u r y and t o p l e a s u r e ; 
and s i l v e r s m i t h s , watchmakers, j e w e l l e r s , and o t h e r a r t i s t s 
o f t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n , are not wanting'.' (25) 
When the Royal Dockyard was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1690 the town o f 
Plymouth a l r e a d y had some c e n t u r i e s o f m u n i c i p a l h i s t o r y and was both 
w e l l - b u i l t and w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d , w i t h a deep involvement i n both 
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commercial and m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s . The new dockyard, however, i n e v i t a b l y 
a t t r a c t e d t o i t s e l f much of t h e s k i l l e d l a b our from Plymouth, f o r t h e 
r e g u l a r wages proved a t t r a c t i v e t o men who were used t o l i v i n g on unde-
pendable incomes from f i s h i n g and s a i l l n g . There was éui i n i t i a l 
j e a l o u s y between Plymouth euid t h e u p s t a r t new town o f "Plymouth Dock" 
(as e a r l y Devonport was known) , f o r whra t h e l a t t e r had become s u f f i c i e n t l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n the eighteenth-century, i t became t h e m i l i t a r y head-
q u a r t e r s o f t h e a r e a , a r o l e which had been t r e u i s f e r r e d from Plymouth, 
l e a v i n g t h a t town w i t h ber t r a d e and commerce. Although t h e settlement 
at Dock had begiui soon a f t e r t h e dockyard commenced, i t grew v e r y s l o w l y 
u n t i l t h e l a t e e i g h t e e n t h - c a i t u r y when i t began i t s p o p u l a t i o n began 
t o i n c r e a s e r a p i d l y , o v e r t a k i n g t h a t o f Plymouth and surpassing i t by 
some f i f t y percent i n 1801. Dock, however, was concemed almost e x c l u -
s i v e l y w i t h t h e b u i l d i n g and r e p a i r o f n a v a l s h i p s , and although Plymouth 
had l o s t t h a t s i d e o f ber s h i p b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y she retàined the 
b u i l d i n g and r e p a i r i n g of merchant s h i p s . Any a c t u a l l o s s eau sed by 
the r i s e o f Dock must bave been l a r g e l y compensated , because t h e h i g h l y 
s p e c i a l i s e d community at Dock r e l i e d upon the o l d town t o p r o v i d e a 
f u l l range o f commercial s e r v i c e s f o r i t . Plymouth was t h e commercial 
c e n t r e f o r Dock, and f o r Stonehouse a l s o ; t h e i r growing p o p u l a t i o n s 
c r e a t e d a l o c a i demand f o r t h e goods which had p r e v i o u s l y been exported 
as s u r p l u s from the p o r t , and r e q u i r e d i n c r e a s i n g imports o f c o a l , s a i t , 
t i m b a r , from the coastwise t r a d e w i t h South Wales, L i v e r p o o l , Southamp­
to n , B r i s t o l and London; f o r example, c o a l imports doubled between 1766 
and 1798. The f o r e i g n t r a d e continued but Plymouth had become second 
t o E x e t e r i n the Devon p o r t s o f t h e e a r l y eighteenth-century; t h e 
overseas t r a d e of Plymouth was t o a v e r y l a r g e extent w i t h North America 
f o r t h e c o l o n i a l produce such as sugar, r i c e , rum and tobáceo. Some 
new i n d u s t r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d i n the town, such as sugar r e f i n i n g , 
button making, c h i n a mcuiufaeturing (Cookworthy) , woollen goods, and 
t u r p e n t i n e ; and the indigenous i n d u s t r i e s expanded t o meet t h e growing 
l o c a i demands f o r food and d r i n k , and household goods of a l i k i n d s . 
The t r a d i t i o n a l i n d u s t r i e s which were s u b s i d i a r l e s t o the s h i p p i n g 
i n d u s t r y , such as sailmaking and ropemaking, continued, but some g r e a t e r 
v a r i e t y had been introduced i n t o t he g e n e r a l scope of i n d u s t r y i n the 
town. P a p e r m i l l s were e s t a b l i s h e d by Huguenot s e t t l e r s , who formed 
a s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t of the p o p u l a t i o n a t Stonehouse, but o n l y one paper-
m i l l remained i n e x i s t e n c e f o r any s u b s t a n t i a l p e r i o d , and t h a t was a 
brown paper m i l l a t M i l l b a y from 1710 t o 1811. Banking was i n t r o d u c e d 
44. 
i n Plymouth i n 1773. An e a r l y l o c a i newspaper, Plymouth weekly journal, 
was p u b l i s h e d from 1718 t o 1725, a f t e r which t h e town had t o wait f o r 
n e a r l y a Century b e f o r e a regulär l o c a i paper was s u c c e s s f u l l y launched. 
The people o f Plymouth seem t o bave been somewhat p h i l i s t i n e i n their 
a t t i t u d e t o t h e a r t s and l i t e r a t u r e , being t o o preoccupied by t h e 
p r a c t i c a l problems o f t r a d e and commerce i n t i m e s o f peace and war, or 
t h r e a t s o f war, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e l a t e eighteenth-rcèntury and t h e eaxly 
years o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , when: 
"The s p e c u l a t i n g p a r t of t h e community had employed t h e i r 
c a p i t a l i n f i t t i n g out p r i v a t e e r s , the merchant was occupied 
i n b i s insurances a g a i n s t t h e enemy, ... A l l c l a s s e s were 
more or l e s s occupied i n t r a i n i n g f o r v o l u n t e e r s , who'^to a 
man were p r a y i n g t o meet Napoleon single-handed ;(26) 
Although t h e s i g n s o f i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e were not c l e a r l y marked i n t h e 
community, t h e r e was an a c t i v e s o c i a l l i f e , p a r t i c u l a r l y s t i m u l a t e d by 
the frequent r o y a l V i s i t s t o the town. A sense o f c i v i c p r i d e was a l s o 
beginning t o s t i r . The simple improvements such as p r o v i d i n g adequate 
Street l i g h t i n g , paving and watchmen i n the eighteenth-century l e d t o 
grander schemes i n t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , w i t h t h e e r e c t i o n of 
a new G u i l d h a l l i n 1800, and a s o c i a l complex o f m u n i c i p a l l y owned 
t h e a t r e / h o t e l / b a l l r o o m which was designed by the a r c h i t e c t John 
Foulston and opened i n 1813. There i s no doubt t h a t t h e middle c l a s s e s 
i n Plymouth were v e r y a f f l u e n t at t h i s t i m e , f o r w h i l e wars had broken 
the overseas t r a d e , f o r t u n e s c o u l d be made i n p r i z e s and higher p r i c e s . 
The working c l a s s e s s u f f e r e d the same k i n d s of grim d i s t r e s s which beset 
t h a t s e c t i o n of t h e p o p u l a t i o n g e n e r a l l y i n t h e country, w i t h faunine 
p r i c e s and s t a r v a t i o n . The town a l s o had a c o n s i d e r a b l e p o p u l a t i o n 
of d e s t i t u t e wives and orphans of t h e s b l d i e r s and sàilors, who were 
not l o c a i r e s i d e n t s but needed help. The m i d d l e - c l a s s e s began t o do 
much f o r t h e town, w i t h the establishment of c h a r i t y s c h o o l s , a p u b l i c 
d i s p e n s a r y , the b u i l d i n g and improvement of the s t r e e t s and market, 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f embankments and new roads over the marshy areas, 
the foxindation o f t h e Plymouth Chamber of Commerce t o r e - e s t a b l i s h t he 
t r a d e , and o t h e r p r a c t i c a l measures. The overt evidence of c u l t u r a l 
l i f e began. t o appear, w i t h the establishment o f Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
i n 1810 and- the Plymouth' I n s t i t u t i o n i n 1812. Map 2 shows that" t h e . 
town had-taken oh a v e r y d i f f e r e n t appearance from t h a t shown on Map 1 
and F i g . 5, and a glance at Maps 3 and 4 w i l l i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e next 
one hmdred yea r s , approximately up t o 1914, brought about more f a r -
reaching changes and developments and a major p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e . 
45. 
One of the e a r l y developments was the r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a 
s u c c e s s f u l trade w i t h North America, the Mediterranean, and t o Europe, 
which brought new l i f e and expansion t o Sutton Harbour. In the mid-
century a new dimension was added, f o r Plymouth became an emigrant p o r t 
and a t h r i v i n g passenger t r a d e commenced. T h i s had been made p o s s i b l e 
by the r a i l w a y , which reached Plymouth i n 1848. New docks were b u i l t at 
M i l l b a y by the r a i l w a y companies t o r e l i e v e the p r e s s u r e on Sutton 
Harbour, and a r a i l w a y terminus was b u i l t a t M i l l b a y f o r the passenger 
l i n e r t r a f f i c . The emigrants, p a r t i c u l a r l y the I r i s h , f l o c k e d t o the 
town en route f o r A u s t r a l i a , Canada, South A f r i c a e t c . In 1847 they 
numbered about 1,200, i n 1848 over 8,000, and i n 1849 over 15,000. By 
1835 there had been c o n s u l a r o f f i c e s a t Plymouth f o r about s i x t e e n 
c o u n t r i e s , and t h i s had almost doubled by 1850. The new Great Western 
Docks a t M i l l b a y continued t o handle the growing passenger l i n e r t r a f f i c 
as Plymouth became a r e g u l a r passenger p o r t ; i t a l s o took the overflow 
of trade with overseas c o u n t r i e s i n p a r t i c u l a r . The i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
steamships, however, r e s u l t e d i n a compcurative decrease i n trade a t 
Plymouth from the 1860s because of the g r e a t e r advantage of using p o r t s 
f u r t h e r east, although passenger t r a f f i c s t i l l f l o u r i s h e d . L o c a l i ndus­
t r y expanded as the p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e d , and more l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s were 
e s t a b l i s h e d , i n c l u d i n g a match f a c t o r y , b i s c u i t - m a k i n g , s t a r c h and soap 
making, bonemeal and chemicals. The t r a d i t i o n a l i n d u s t r i e s r e l a t e d t o 
s a i l i n g s h i p s , such as rope and s a i l m a k i n g , n a t u r a l l y d e c l i n e d . 
I t i s a p p r o p r i a t e a t t h i s p o i n t t o l o o k a t the occupations 
of the town as shown by the Census of 1861 and summarised i n Table 2. 
Table 2. Plymouth. Occupations i n 1861 
Men Women 
T o t a l number of persons over 20 years of age 16,198 20,215 
Clas s I . P r o f e s s i o n a l 3,548 333 
Class I I . Domestic 413 14,247 
Class I I I . Commercial 2,647 135 
Class IV. A g r i c u l t u r a l 975 133 
Cl a s s V. I n d u s t r i a l 6,916 4,093 
Clas s VI I n d e f i n i t e and non-productive 1,699 1,274 
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The occupations o f the women a r e comparâtively simple; :^  t h e l a r g e s t 
group. C l a s s I I , i n c l u d e d over 11,OCX) who were not i n p a i d employment, 
but who e v i d e n t l y were engaged i n normal household d u t i e s a p p r o p r i a t e 
t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e ranks i n l i f e and s i z e o f f a m i l l e s - t h e y were 
" l a d i e s , widows, c h i l d r e n êuid relatives',* e t c . About 3,165 were 
employed i n domestic s e r v i c e o f some k i n d . Over 604 were " g e n t l e -
women and annuitants'.' The m a j o r i t y o f the I n d u s t r i a i C l a s s women 
were occupied i n isupplying t h e d r e s s and fa s h i o n demands o f t h e l a r g e 
group o f l a d i e s who d i d not bave t o eam wages f o r t h e i r l i v i n g ; n e a r l y 
1,700 alone were engaged i n t a i l o r i n g cuid dressmaking, and t h e r e were 
many a s s o c i a t e d t r a d e s such as glove-making, m i l l i n e r s , e t c . Thé. 
p r o f e s s i o n a l c l a s s c o n s i s t e d o f t e a c h e r s , v a r i o u s l y d e s c r i b e d as 
govemesses, m i s t r e s s e s , t e a c h e r o f music, e t c . 
The male p o p u l a t i o n was occupied i n a wide v a r i e t y o f occu-
p a t i o n s . The most numerous c l a s s was t h e I n d u s t r i a i C l a s s , w i t h i n which 
t h e most numerous occupations were, i n descending o r d e r : 670 masons, 
648 shoemakers, 546 c a r p e n t e r s and j o i n e r s , 294 s h i p b u i l d e r s and s h i p -
w r i g h t s , 274 o u t f i t t e r s , 261 plumbers, p a i n t e r s and g l a z i e r s , and 210 
bl a c k s m i t h s . These are e v i d e n t l y connected w i t h the merchant sh i p p i n g 
i n d u s t r y , and the p r o v i s i o n o f b u i l d i n g t r a d e s e r v i c e s t o t h e expanding 
p o p u l a t i o n and the establishment o f new suburbs. The P r o f e s s i o n a l C l a s s 
i s t h e next i n order o f s i z e , and r e v e a l s mainly the Armed S e r v i c e s , 
w i t h over 1,200 r o y a l navy o f f i c e r s and seamen, 1,171 army o f f i c e r s and 
s o l d i e r s , and 293 dockyard a r t i f i c e r s . The t h i r d s i g n i f i c a n t c l a s s , 
t h e Commercial C l a s s , r e v e a l e d t h e merchant navy équivalent, w i t h 
1,195 merchant seamen, f o l l o w e d a t some d i s t a n c e by th e next numerous 
group o f over 200 errand boys, 168 car-men and c a r t e r s , 160 commercial 
c l e r k s , and 46 merchants. Hidden w i t h i n the br o a d l y based c l a s s e s are 
p a r t i c u l a r groups which w i l l be brought t o l i g h t i n s e c t i o n 2.5, but i t . 
i s s u f f i c i e n t t o n o t i c e at t h i s p o i n t t h a t t h e most numerous groups 
c o n t a i n no s u r p r i s e s , being a r e f l e c t i o n of the gene r a l t r a d e and commerce 
which bas been o u t l i n e d . 
The considérable s i z e o f t h e b u i l d i n g t r a d e shown by t h e 
occupation breakdown was t h e d i r e c t r e s u l t o f t h e r a p i d expansion of 
p o p u l a t i o n which was t a k i n g p l a c e . Thè,figures shown i n Table 1 
demonstrate t h a t the p o p u l a t i o n o f Plymouth doubled between 1801 emd 
1831, had doubled again by 1861, and almost doubled yet again by 1911. 
I n e v i t a b l y t h e tovm expanded, w i t h new suburbs being b u i l t p a r t i c u l a r l y 
on the n o r t h and east s i d e s of the town, such as Mutley, Mannamead, 
L a i r a , and Compton, The more prosperous f a m i l i e s who were p r e v i o u s l y 
l i v i n g on the o u t s k i r t s of the o l d town became submerged i n the new 
outgrowths, and many of them moved yet f u r t h e r out, beyond the o l d 
town and i n t o t he surrounding c o u n t r y s i d e . A n o t i c e a b l e f e a t u r e o f 
the expansion o f urban accommodation around the town was t h a t i t began 
as ribbon development, not aroxond p r e v i o u s s m a l l r u r a l n u c l e i which 
might have encouraged l o c a l c e n t r e s t o be e s t a b l i s h e d f o r shopping 
cind s e r v i c e s e t c . Instead, the suburb-dwellers had easy communi­
c a t i o n w i t h t h e o l d town and continued t o use i t , so t h a t e verything 
of commercial importance was v i r t u a l l y c oncentrated i n the centre of. 
the town. T h i s , as w i l l be seen l a t e r , a f f e c t e d l i b r a r y growth, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e branch l i b r a r i e s network. The working c l a s s people 
who c o u l d not a f f o r d new accommodation l a r g e l y remained i n the o l d town, 
where, because the main numerical expansion was i n the lower c l a s s e s , 
crowding l e d t o overcrowding, and overcrowding i n areas w i t h poor water 
s u p p l i e s and d e f e c t i v e s a n i t a t i o n systems l e d t o squalor and d i s e a s e . 
These problems were the more d i f f i c u l t t o r e s o l v e i n t h a t o v e r - r i d i n g 
a u t h o r i t y d i d not e x i s t i n any one l o c a l body. 
The o r i g i n a l c h a r t e r of 1439 had been confirmed many times 
and had extended the o r i g i n a l p r i v i l e g e o f the town, which was supposed 
t o be governed by the Mayor, 12 Aldermen, and 24 C o u n c i l l o r s . I t appears 
t h a t t he a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the town was i n p r a c t i c e c u r i o u s l y and mainly 
i n the hands o f the Court of Quarter Sessions (27). The power of t h e 
m a g i s t r a t e s was c h a l l e n g e d by a s e r i e s o f law s u i t s , which r e s u l t e d i n 
many m u n i c i p a l reforms being achieved i n Plymouth before the Municipal 
Corporation Act 1835, although the l a t t e r year marked a change i n t h e 
system towards government by committees. The f i r s t committees appointed 
were r e s p e c t i v e l y Watch, Land, Finance, Market, Hoe, and Water committees, 
but o t h e r s were added through the century. Other bodies were a l s o 
i n v o l v e d i n c i v i c a f f a i r s , although t h e y o f t e n contained the mayor, 
aldermen and c o u n c i l l o r s under d i f f e r e n t t i t l e s , such as the Commissioners 
f o r L i g h t i n g , Paving and Watching, 1770 - 1856, superceded by the L o c a l 
Board of H e a l t h i n 1856; the Guardians o f the Poor, 1708 - 1835, were 
fol l o w e d by the Poor Law Union, whose powers d i d not pass t o the muni­
c i p a l a u t h o r i t y u n t i l 1930; the powers of the School Board, set up i n 
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1870, were not a c q u i r e d by t h e Borough C p u n c i l u m t i l 1903. In 1888 
the Borough became a Coxinty Borough, and i n 1896 and 1898 t h e boundaries 
were extended t o i n c l u d e t h e dormitory suburbs o f Compton G i f f o r d , 
Pennycross, Egg Buckland and L a i r a Green. 
The expanding p o p u l a t i o n o f the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y r e s u l t e d 
i n the prolifération o f r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n Plymouth. 
A number of new p a r i s h e s were c r e a t e d i n 1846 and t h e r e a f t e r , from t he 
o l d p a r i s h e s o f S t . Andrew's and C h a r l e s (the l a t t e r having been estab-
l i s h e d i n the mid seventeenth-century). Meuiy nonconformist churches 
and c h a p e l s were a l s o e s t a b i i s h e d . Thé r e l i g i o u s bodies were respon-
s i b l e f o r the establishment o f many volvintary s c h o o l s , both day 
schools and Sunday s c h o o l s , which t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e o t h e r endowed 
and s u b s c r i p t i o n s c h o o l s and o r g a n i s a t i o n s such as the Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e (1825), p l u s numerous p r i v a t e s c h o o l s , g r a d u a l l y enabled the 
working c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n o f Plymouth t o achiève some degree o f l i t e r a c y 
before the. i n t r o d u c t i o n o f compulsory f r e e elementary éducation f o r a i l 
at t h e end of the cen t u r y . This w i l l be e x p l o r e d more deeply l a t e r 
i n t h i s chapter. 
Considérable improvements were made i n Plymouth i n t h e l a s t 
two décades of t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y and the yea r s up t o 1914, l a r g e l y 
due t o a r i s i n g r a t e a b l e v a l u e and i n c r e a s e s i n r a t e s which provided 
money f o r m u n i c i p a l a c t i o n . The r a t e a b l e v a l u e i n 1871 was £166,332; 
by 1891 i t was n e a r l y double, £289,871; by 1901 i t was approaching 
the région of £500,000, and w i t h i n a few years had passed t h a t f i g u r e . 
E l l i s (28) summarised t he improvements which had taken p l a c e by 1907: 
new water supply from B u r r a t o r Réservoir; new sewage d i s p o s a i system; 
an i s o l a t i o n h o s p i t a l ; sliarn c l e a r a n c e ; réduction of the deathrate from 
22.4 per 1,000 i n 1891 t o l e s s than 15 i n 1907; Street widening o f 
the main roads; t h e establishment o f s e v e r a l p a r k s j an e l e c t r i c i t y 
s t a t i o n (1899) and e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n o f tramways; s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n o f 
the l o c a l r a i l w a y guage, and the expansion o f t h e network of l o c a l 
branches and s t a t i o n s ; and the establishment o f t h e Plymouth T e c h n i c a l 
Schools. To t h i s l i s t E l l i s might have added t h e establishment and 
s u c c e s s f u l develojanent o f a rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r y , but perhaps 
he was not one o f t h e e i t h u s i a s t i c supporters o f t h a t i n s t i t u t i o n 
which had been open ed i n 1876 ; or perhaps b i s omission was a t a c t f u i 
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one, because not long b e f o r e E l l i s gave b i s paper t h e r e had been a 
row i n the Borough C o u n c i l over whether i t should accept an o f f e r 
from Andrew Carnegie t o pay f o r the érection of a new b u i l d i n g f o r 
t h e C e n t r a l L i b r a r y , which was s t i l l crammed i n t o i t s "temporary" 
accommodation of 1876 i n t h e o l d G u i l d h a l l ; although t h e C o u n c i l d i d 
accept t h e o f f e r , i t was e v i d e n t l y a sore p o i n t w i t h many o f t h e 
c o u n c i l l o r s f o r q u i t e a w h i l e afterwards. 
Even i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n about l o c a l govemment r e o r g e u i i s a t i o n 
i n the 1880s there had been a move t o cause t he amalgamation o f the 
"Three Towns" of Plymouth, Devonport and Stonehouse, f o r by t h a t time 
t h e y had become one l a r g e c o n u r b a t i o n . Devonport managed t o r e t a i n 
i t s freedom on t h a t o c c a s i o n , but g r a d u a l l y the économie and s o c i a l 
l o g i c o f an amalgamation triumphed over t h e c i v i c p r i d e of t h e yoïuig 
borough. In November 1914 t h e Three Towns amalgcimated, under the 
neune of t h e o l d e s t and l a r g e s t o f them, t h e County Borough o f Plymouth. 
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2.3 THE HISTORY AND ŒNERAL CHARACTER OF DEVONPORT. 
The h i s t o r y of Devonport i s v i r t u a l l y synonymous w i t h t h e 
h i s t o r y o f Devonport Dockyard, which was foimded i n the l a t e seven-
t e e n t h - c e i t u r y by W i l l i a m I I I . There was c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e o f 
importance on t h e s i t e b e f o r e t h a t time. Although t h e r e i s an e a r l y 
t r a d i t i o n , based upon one d o u b t f u l r e f e r e n c e (29), t h a t t h e r e was a 
p l a c e c a l l e d Tamarweorth on t h e Tamar es t u a r y , t h e e a r l i e s t r e l i a b l e 
r e f e r e n c e t o l o c a l settlement i s from the Domesday r e c o r d , which shows 
t h a t the manor o f Stoches (modem Stoke) was h e l d by thé Albemarle 
f a m i l y . T h i s f a m i l y gave i t s name t o the p a r i s h of Stoke Damerel, 
i n which Devonport was l a t e r e s t a b l i s h e d . Thé manor passed through 
v a r i o u s ownerships, e v e n t u a l l y coming t o the Wise f a m i l y which b u i l t 
a new manor house on the s i t e o v e r l o o k i n g the Hamoaze, now c a l l e d 
Mount Wise. The Hamoaze had a r e p u t a t i o n as a good anchorage l o n g 
b e f o r e i t was decided t o b u i l d t he Dockyard t h e r e . Carew (30) c a l l e d 
i t "... a safe and commodious Road f o r s h i p p i n g ..." where v e s s e l s 
which were eastward bound c o u l d wait f o r a f a v o u r a b l e wind, w h i l e 
westbound shi p s waited i n t h e Cattewater. In 1667 the manor was 
purchased by S i r W i l l i a m M o r i c e , S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e t o C h a r l e s I I , 
and s h o r t l y afterwards came t o r o y a l a t t e n t i o n as a p o s s i b l e l o c a t i o n 
f o r a new dockyard, f o r t h e wars w i t h the Dutch and the French had made 
dockyard expansion necessary. The Hamoaze was p r e f e r r e d t o t h e C a t t e -
water where s h i p b u i l d i n g and r e p a i r i n g had been c a r r i e d out p r e v i o u s l y 
f o r t h e navy, f o r i t o f f e r e d much more space f o r expansion, and t h e 
f i r s t Master Shipwright was appointed i n 1690 t o i n i t i a t e t h e new yard. 
At t h e time of t h e foundation of the Dockyard t h e p a r i s h o f 
Stoke Damerel i n which i t was s i t u a t e d o n l y contained a few s c a t t e r e d 
houses, the manorhouse a t Movint Wise, and the p a r i s h church - perhaps 
a p o p u l a t i o n of about two hundred people. The manor passed from t h e 
Wise f a m i l y i n 1725 t o t h e S t . Aubyn f a m i l y , and as the p o p u l a t i o n 
o f Dock grew i t was the S t . Aubyn f a m i l y , u s u a l l y the Lord o f t h e Manor, 
who provided the automatic p a t r o n f o r any s o c i a l or c i v i c event o r 
development; t h e St. Aubyn f a m i l y kept a c l o s e c o n t r o l over b u i l d i n g 
development on i t s IcUid, by l e a s i n g s i t e s and r e t a i n i n g t h e f r e e e h o l d s 
u n t i l w e l l i n t o t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . 
The e a r l y dockyard was s m a l l , o r i g i n a l l y l i t t l e more than 
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f i v e a c r e s i n area. The f i r s t d r y dock was completed i n 1693 , and 
the dockyard soon beceune a hive o f a c t i v i t y . Less thcin one decade a f t e r 
i t s conmencement, C e l i a Fiennes d e s c r i b e d i t as f o l l o w s : 
"The dockyards are about two m i l e s from t h e tovm (Plymouth ... 
i t i s one of the best i n England. A great many good s h i p s 
b u i t t h e r e , .... There i s a great d e a l o f b u i l d i n g s on 
t h e Dock, a v e r y good house f o r the masters, and s e v e r a l 
l e s s e r ones, and house f o r t h e i r cordage and making ropes 
and a l i s o r t s o f t h i n g s r e q u i r e d f o r r e f i t t i n g s h i p s . I t 
l o o k s l i k e a l i t t l e town. The b u i l d i n g s are so many, and 
a l i o f marble w i t h f i n e s l a t e on t h e r o o f s (31) 
At f i r s t t h e dockyard was r e f e r r e d t o as "Dock i n Hamoaze", then 
"Plymouth Dock", and then simply "Dock'.' The f a c i l i t i e s and area 
expanded r a p i d l y . By 1725 the Gim Wharf had been b u i l t , and t h e 
yard was d e s c r i b e d i n 1725 as: 
"... as complete an a r s e n a l or yard f o r b u i l d i n g éihd f i t t i n g 
men-of-war as any the Government are masters o f , and perhaps 
much more convenient than some o f them, though not so l a r g e ? (32) 
The headquarters of the m i l i t a r y govemment o f t h e area was t r a n s f e r r e d 
a t t h a t t i m e from Plymouth t o Devonport, e v e n t u a l l y i n a f i n e newly 
b u i l t "Govemment House" at Motmt Wise. In 1727 a second dock was 
b u i l t i n t h e n o r t h of the yard, and i n about 1728 a f u r t h e r f i f t y a c r e s 
were added; by 17 50 t h e r e were f i v e docks c o n s t r u c t e d f o r s h i p b u i l d i n g 
and i n 1762 Union (or North) Dock was b u i l t , f o l l o w e d i n 1789 by New 
Union (New North) Dock. In 1768 the dockyard was extended northwards 
t o N orth Corner. 
Such r a p i d development c o u l d not t a k e p l a c e without adequate 
s u p p l i e s o f l a b o u r , and Dock a t t r a c t e d mauiy workers from the s k i l l e d 
l a b o u r o f Plymouth, tempted by the r e g u l a r wages. At f i r s t t h e a c t u a l 
settlement o f dockyard workers at Dock was slow, f o r there were problems 
o f water supply, of t r a n s p o r t , and t h e l a c k o f g e n e r a l commercial 
s e r v i c e s , which continued t o be provided at Plymouth. G r a d u a l l y , how-
ever, a c i v i l i a n settlement sprang up, and was s a i d t o bave over t h r e e 
thousand people i n 1733 (33) . I t was at f i r s t c o n f i n e d t o the area 
between t h e dockyard i t s e l f and the m i l i t a r y b a r r a c k s which were b u i l t 
i n s i d e t h e town w a l l s i n the mid-eighteenth-century ("top 2) . At f i r s t 
t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f Dock used the market at S a l t a s h i n s t e a d o f a t Plymouth 
because t h e y found i t was cheaper, and the road between Plymouth £uid 
Dock was f r e q u e n t l y impassable. The opening of the Stonehouse Bridge 
i n 1773 improved commxjnication and t r a n s p o r t between the two towns 
cuid made Stonehouse a convenient r e s i d e n t i a l area f o r dockyard workers. 
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Although Dock r e l i e d m a i n l y on Plymouth f o r i t s commercial s e r v i c e s , i t 
began t o a c q u i r e some o f i t s ovm, w i t h a bank i n 1788 and a p o s t - o f f i c e 
i n 1793. An Act o f 1781 gave Dock i t s Commissioners " f o r b e t t e r 
m a i n t a i n i n g emd régulâting the poor and f o r p a v i n g , c l e a n s i n g and 
watching t b e s t r e e t s l ' The problems o f water-supply were a l l e v i a t e d 
i n 1795 by c u t t i n g a l e a t t o b r i n g water from Dartmoor, but i n e f f i c i e n t 
drainage arrangements were t o be a s e r i o u s problem f o r years. I t seems 
t h a t i t was i n t h e l a s t two décades of t h e ei g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t h a t t h e 
po p u l a t i o n o f Dock rose i n dramatic l e a p s so t h a t i t had surpassed t h e 
mother town o f Plymouth by 1801. The e c i r l i e s t d i r e c t o r y f o r Dock, 
i n 1783, shpws t h a t t h e c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n c l u d e d some p r o f e s s i o n a i l 
men and t h e éléments of a r e t a i l t r a d e ; i t r e c o r d s : 5 a t t o r n e y s , 
6 surgeons, 4 chemists and d r u g g i s t s , 1 apothecary, 2 merchants, 6 
g r o c e r s , 6 d r a p e r s , 4 ironmongers, 1 hatmaker, 1 ropemaker, 1 uphol-
s t e r e r , 1 c a r r i e r and;1 s i l v e r s m i t h . ( 3 4 ) . F i f t e e n years l a t e r , 
another d i r e c t o r y r e c o r d s 9 members of t h e légal p r o f e s s i o n , 12 members 
of the médical p r o f e s s i o n , 7 c l e r g y , 17 gentlemen, and 650 t r a d e r s 
p r o v i d i n g every s e r v i c e necessary t o fee d , c l o t h e and f u m i s h the popu-
l a t i o n . Among the t r a d e r s were l i s t e d 8 schoolmasters, 5 s t a t i o n e r s , 
and 1 b o o k s e l l e r who was a l s o a d e a l e r i n hardware (35). The e n t r i e s 
i n the d i r e c t o r i e s might not be comprehensive, but they are certâinly 
i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e growth i n population.and t h e e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e s t o 
maintain i t . 
The Napoleonic Wars brought much p r o s p e r i t y t o t h e Dockyard 
and the a d j o i n i n g settlement. The c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n c o u l d no longer 
be accommodated i n the narrow area between t h e Dockyard eind the v a r i o u s 
b a r r a c k s a l o n g t h e town w a l l s , and suburbs begem t o be e s t a b l i s h e d . The 
Government bought t h e estâtes of Morice Town, Ford and S w i l l y , and i t 
was on t h e f i r s t o f thèse, Morice Town, t h a t t h e i n i t i a l o v e r s p i l l took 
p l a c e . The area l a y immediately n o r t h o f t h e town w a l l s (Map 2 ) ; i n 
1812 i t c o n s i s t e d o f t h r e e p r i n c i p a l s t r e e t s and other b u i l d i n g s , t h e 
whole o f which had been erected w i t h i n t h e p r e v i o u s twenty years. The 
v i l l a g e o f Stoke was a " l a r g e , a i r y and p l e a s i n g v i l l a g e where many 
f a m i l l e s o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y have t h e i r résidence" (36). U n l i k e Plymouth, 
t h e Devonport suburbs formed d e f i n i t e l o c a l commxonities and had n u c l e i 
of shops and s e r v i c e s o f t h e i r own. The community o f Dock had begun 
t o a c q u i r e a community s p i r i t and sensé o f u n i t y , and f e l t t h e need f o r 
independence from Plymouth, In 1824 Dock was o f f i c i a l l y renamed 
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Devonport, and i n the 1820s i t a c q u i r e d many o f t h e t r a p p i n g s o f an 
o f f i c i a i borough although i t was not i n c o r p o r a t e d u n t i l 1837. The Town 
H a l l , designed by John F o u l s t o n and opened i n 1822, made a s p l e n d i d 
l o c a t i o n f o r meetings on matters o f p u b l i c i n t e r e s t , and i t was bere 
t h a t t h e Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1825, the P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y meetings were h e l d from 1824 t o 1827, among many other events. 
In 1832 Devonport eind Stonehouse were combined as a p a r l i a m e n t a r y borough, 
and a f t e r t h a t date o f f i c i a i s t a t i s t i c s o f t e n r e f e r t o t h a t vmit, making 
i t d i f f i c u l t t o d i s t i n g u i s h the components r e l a t i n g t o the i n d i v i d u a l 
áreas o f Devonport emd Stonehouse. In 1837 t h e Borough was i n c o r p o r a t e d , 
and a Mayor and Borough C o u n c i l were e l e c t e d , a l t h o u g h t h e Commissioners 
s t i l l r e t a i n e d some of t h e i r powers such as t h e c o n t r o l of Streets and 
sewers, p r o v i d i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s which were not removed u n t i l t h e adoption 
o f t h e Local government act 1866. The f i r s t Mayor o f the Borough was 
the d i p l o m a t i c e l e c t i o n o f Mr. Edward S t . Aubyn, a younger son of t h e 
Lord o f t h e Manor; c o r d i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h t h e Manor a u t h o r i t i e s 
continued t o be maintained, and many events and o r g a n i s a t i o n s enjoyed 
the patronage o f the S t . Aubyn f a m i l y . 
The new town was b u s i l y occupied i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f the 
nin e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y by a c o n t i n u a i sequence of improvements and expan-
s i o n s o f a l l kinds. Many churches and chapéis were b u l l t , and many of 
them had Sunday schools o r day schools attached. New p a r i s h e s were 
cr e a t e d by the Church o f England, and the most ntunerous nonconformist 
chapéis were Methodist w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on Wesleyan Methodism 
as the r e s u l t of s e v e r a l V i s i t s by John Wesley'and George W h i t e f i e l d . 
The f i r s t Sunday school i n Dock was opened i n 1806, and the f i r s t p u b l i c 
school i n 1809; a s p e c i a l school was e s t a b l i s h e d by s u b s c r i p t i o n i n 
1831 f o r t he c h i l d r e n o f servicemen who formed a numerous s e c t i o n o f 
the c h i l d p o p u l a t i o n . A P u b l i c Dispensary was b u l l t i n 1815. The 
e a r l y s o c i a l improvements were a l s o accompanied by a s h o r t - l i v e d c u l t u r a l 
Innovation i n the form o f Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a i S o c i e t y , which 
was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1808, f o u r years before Plymouth e s t a b l i s h e d a s i m i l a r 
O r g a n i s a t i o n , but which was ap p a r e n t l y disbanded by t h e ge n e r a l agree-
ment of i t s members i n about 1821. In 1808 Dock a c q u i r e d t h e f i r s t o f i t s 
own newspapers, Plymouth & Dock telegraph. 
I t was i n e v i t a b l e t h a t the f o r t u n e s o f most of the i n h a b i t a n t s 
of Devonport would f o l l o w thè f o r t u n e s ^ o f i t s major, v i r t u a l l y o n l y . 
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i n d u s t r y . In t h e years of peace f o l l o w i n g the Napoleonic War and 
t h e Americéui War there was a d e c l i n e i n the p r o s p e r i t y of t h e Dockyard, 
and many people l e f t the tovm. In 1829 t h e r e were about 2,350 dockyard 
workers, p l u s 400 c o n v i c t s ; t h i s was o n l y about h a l f the number of men 
employed d u r i n g wartime, but t h e number decreased f u r t h e r t o about 1,800 
dockyard workers i n 1842, by which tim e c o n v i c t labour had been phased 
out a l s o . P r o s p e r i t y began t o r e t u r n around t h e middle o f t h e century, 
from which time the Dockyard was engaged i n b u i l d i n g steamships and 
armour-plated warships as the r e s u l t o f t h e new t e c h n o l o g i e s which had 
beec d i s c o v e r e d . In 1844 Keyham Steam Yard was beg\in, and by 1848 the 
number o f dockyard employees had r i s e n t o about 3,0O0, o f whom n e a r l y 
one t h i r d were sh i p w r i g h t s . The new t e c h n o l o g i e s r e q u i r e d a d i f f e r e n t 
approach t o education and t r a i n i n g , and from 1844 t h e r e was a Dockyard 
School, which was p r i m a r i l y engaged i n t h e t r a i n i n g o f s h i p w r i g h t s , and 
engineers u n t i l the Keyham T r a i n i n g School f o r Engineers was e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n 1881. The general p r o s p e r i t y of t h e Dockyard was maintained f o r the 
r e s t o f t h e p e r i o d up t o 1914, due t o the need t o p r o t e c t t h e f a r - f l u n g 
B r i t i s h Empire and other n a v a l and m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t i e s i n which t h e 
c o u n t r y was engaged. 
The opening of the Keyham Steam Yard i n 1853 and t h e advent 
o f the r a i l w a y i n 1848 l e d t o a c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e i n the p o p u l a t i o n 
o f Devonport and the surrounding d i s t r i c t . The p o p u l a t i o n had f l u c t u -
ated around 33,000 s i n c e t h e 1821 Census, but between 1841 and 1861 i t 
i n c r e a s e d by about 50% t o r e a c h 50,000, when i t s t a b i l i s e d f o r n e a r l y 
t h i r t y years. The a n c i e n t v i l l a g e o f Stoke grew i n t o a s m a l l urban 
area of a completely r e s i d e n t i a l nature. Morice Town grew because of 
t h e p r o x i m i t y of the new yard and t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n of t h e commercial 
water-bome t r a f f i c on i t s s h o r t r i v e r f r o n t a g e , which was covered w i t h 
c o a l and timber s u p p l i e s , w i t h wharves, warehouses, l i m e k i l n s , e t c . 
The p r e v i o u s l y s c a t t e r e d settlement along the road between Morice Town 
and Stoke beceime a continuous settlement u n i t i n g the two i n t h e mid 
nineteenth-century. In 1856 a new suburban d i s t r i c t was formed at 
Ford. In the 1860s t h e r e was a s l a c k e n i n g o f f i n the p o p u l a t i o n and 
housing expansion because o f a temporary r e d u c t i o n i n t h e bockycurd, but 
from 1880 t h e r e was a slow growth i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n from 48,000 t o about 
55,000 i n 1891, and over 70,000 i n 1901 when wars and rvimours of wars 
brought more business t o t h e Dockyard. 
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The overwhelming importance o f th e Dockyard cind the n a v a l 
and m i l i t a r y establishments i n Devonport i s r e f l e c t e d v e r y c l e a r l y i n 
the o c c u p a t i o n s t a t i s t i c s from the 1861 Census, which are shown i n 
the f o l l o w i n g t a b l e . 
Table 3. Devonport. Occupations i n 1861. 
Men Women 
Over 20 yea r s o f age 15,897 14,464 
C l a s s I . P r o f e s s i o n a l 8,824 189 
C l a s s I I . Domestic 281 10,377 
C l a s s I I I . Commerc i a l 962 67 
C l a s s IV. A g r i c u l t u r a l 202 89 
C l a s s V. I n d u s t r i a l 4,698 3,086 
C l a s s V I . I n d e f i n i t e and non- 930 656 
p r o d u c t i v e 
The l a r g e s t c l a s s o f men was the P r o f e s s i o n a l C l a s s , w i t h i n which t h e r e 
were 3,610 seamen (R.N.), 1,938 s o l d i e r s , 653 r o y a l marines, and 1,180 
dockyard a r t i f i c e r s . The I n d u s t r i a l C l a s s contained 933 s h i p b u i l d e r s / 
s h i p w r i g h t s , 720 l a b o u r e r s , 386' c a r p e n t e r s / j o i n e r s , 349 b l a c k s m i t h s , 
150 engine and machine makers, and 122 ironmongers. These two c l a s s e s 
t h e r e f o r e c o n s i s t e d c h i e f l y of servicemen and dockyard workers r e s p e c ­
t i v e l y . The I n d u s t r i a l C l a s s a l s o c o n t a i n e d the people whose oc c u ­
p a t i o n s were t o feed and c l o t h e t h e servicenen and l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n , 
f o r example 538 boot/shoemakers, 184 c l o t h e s d e a l e r s , 145 bakers, 105 . 
butc h e r s , and 85 grocers - not f o r g e t t i n g t h e 133 p u b l i c a n s and b e e r s e l l e r s . 
The o c c u p a t i o n s of the women f o l l o w a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n t o t h a t shown i n 
Plymouth, w i t h over 8,500 not i n employment, about 1,500 i n domestic 
s e r v i c e , n e a r l y 1,400 i n the dressmaking t r a d e , 500 i n the footwear 
t r a d e , and some 600 ot h e r s i n v a r i o u s aspects of the c l o t h i n g i n d u s t r y 
such as bonnets, haberdashery, c h i l d r e n ' s wear, gloves, h o s i e r y , e t c . 
Another 500 s o l d p r o v i s i o n s . I t can be seen, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t most o f 
the a d u l t p o p u l a t i o n o f Devonport f a l l i n t o l a r g e w e l l - d e f i n e d groups: 
the t r a n s i e n t p o p u l a t i o n o f s e r v i c e p e r s o n n e l , t h e r e g u l a r dockyard 
employees, the people who s u p p l i e d t h e b a s i c needs of the p o p u l a t i o n 
i n f o o d , d r i n k , c l o t h e s , e t c . , and a l a r g e group of women not i n 
ga i n f u l employment. 
The f i r s t h a l f o f the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y had been the time 
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d u r i n g which many k i n d s o f s e r v i c e and o r g a n i s a t i o n had t o be estab-
l i s h e d de nouveau, but i n the l a t t e r h a l f o f t h e Century the o p p o r t u n i t y 
c o u l d be taken t o improve upon t h e e a r l i e r p r o v i s i o n s and t o introduce 
more s o p h i s t i c a t e d s e r v i c e s . The Royal A l b e r t H o s p i t a l was opened i n 
1863 . The o l d b a r r a c k s and town w a l l s were removed, emd the new 
Raglan Barracks and Royal Naval Barracks were b u l l t . A new Workhouse 
was b u l l t . The opening o f the Br\inel B r i d g e i n 1859 provided a r a p i d 
l i n k w i t h C o m w a l l and made i t e a s i e r f o r some Dockyard workers t o 
l i v e t h e r e . P u b l i c s e r v i c e s were improved - gas, water and sewerage, 
and e v e n t u a l l y e l e c t r i c i t y . Board Schools were e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1870 , 
and a n a t u r a l c o r o l l a r y was the adoption o f t h e A c t s and the opening 
of a rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r y i n 1882 . In 1888 the Borough became 
a County Borough, and although t h e Coramissioners were r e p l a c e d by a 
Board of Guardians, t he County Borough C o u n c i l had increased powers ' 
which enabled i t t o make mvmicipal improvements more e a s i l y . Thé 
boundaries were extended t o take i n St. Budeaux i n 1898 and p a r t o f 
Pennycross i n 1900 . An ambitions scheme was put on foot t o e r e c t 
new m u n i c i p a l b u i l d i n g s which woüld be more i n keeping w i t h t h e l a r g e 
a u t h o r i t y , which was now a great c o n t r a s t from t h e Devonport which had 
erected the o r i g i n a l Town H a l l i n 1822; t h e p r o j e c t e d cost was about 
£120,000 , and t h i s was one of the reasons f o r some a g i t a t i o n f o r amal-
gamation w i t h Plymouth. Although Devonport had achieved much during 
i t s seventy-seven years as a m u n i c i p a l a u t h o r i t y , and no doubt could 
bave remained a v i a b l e l o c a l government m i t , t he émergence o f the 
conurbation i n which t h e boiondaries c o u l d not be d i s t i n g u i s h e d had 
r e s u l t e d i n many probiems f o r t h e community. One simple example was 
the e x i s t e n c e o f the r i v a l tramway companies o f Plymouth and Devonport 
and the conséquent inconvenience t o passengers who wished t o c r o s s the 
boundary of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e l i n e s . People i n small areas enjoyed 
différent standards o f l o c a l government s e r v i c e s ; Plymouth, f o r example, 
provided school l i b r a r i e s i n a i l Board s c h o o l s , Devonport had none. 
The n a t u r a l p o l i t i c a i r e l u c t a n c e of Devonport t o g i v e up i t s independence 
was o v e r - r u l e d by the a n t i c i p a t e d advantages o f convenient s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n 
and the t h e o r e t i c a l économies o f amalgamation. Plymouth was again the 
l a r g e s t of t h e Three Towns, having overtaken Devonport by 1 8 4 1 , as w e l l 
as the o l d e s t and most w i d e l y based; i n 1914 the boundaries o f Plymouth 
were extended t o enclose Devonport and Stonehouse, and the process of 
cimaIgamation and a b s o r p t i o n had begvm. 
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2.4 THE HISTORY AND GENERAL CHARACTER OF STONEHOUSE 
Stonehouse i s .by f a r t b e s m a l l e s t . o f t h e Three Tovms,. both 
i n area and p o p u l a t i o n . I t l i e s on a double p e n i n s u l a which was 
o r i g i n a l l y almost surrounded by two pénétrâting i n l e t s , p r o v i d i n g a 
good défensive s i t e . The e a r l i e s t r e l i a b l e évidence of settlement 
a t Stonehouse i s once again t h e Domesday Survey, which r e c o r d s a v e r y 
s m a l l manor o f the same name, "Stanehus? éuid mentions o n l y one i n h a b i -
t c u i t , a v i l l e i n , a lthough t h a t does not mean t h a t t h e r e was l i t e r a l l y 
o n l y one per son t h e r e - i t does, however, i n d i c a t e an unpromising 
l i t t l e meuior, which had become known as East Stonehouse by t h e mid 
f o u r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t from West Stonehouse on t h e 
o p p o s i t e s i d e of the Tamar c r o s s i n g . West Stonehouse i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
b e l i e v e d t o bave been burnt by the Bretons i n t h e i r fréquent r a i d s , 
but the name "East Stonehouse" continued t o be uséd long a f t e r the 
t w i n had ceased t o e x i s t ; t he area i s known today as Stonehouse, and 
t h a t was t h e name p o p u l a r l y given t o t h e t h i r d member o€ t h e "Three 
Towns", so i t w i l l be r e f e r r e d t o i n these pages as Stonehouse w i t h 
no danger of c o n f u s i o n 
Stonehouse passed through v a r i o u s ovmerships w i t h l i t t l e 
change u n t i l the Dumford f a m i l y came i n t o p o s s e s s i o n of i t i n about 
1368, when the hamlet began t o grow and was even termed a v i l l a g e i n 
1462. At the end o f the f i f t e e n t h - c e n t u r y the manor passed i n t o t h e 
band s of t h e Edgecumbe f a m i l y where i t rema i n ed. A few manor l a i c o u r t 
e n t r i e s o f t h a t time r e c o r d over f i f t y names of i n h a b i t a n t s , mostly 
d e f a u l t e r s f o r o f f e n c e s such as a l l o w i n g t h e i r houses t o be out of 
r e p a i r ; t h e r e was a l s o a quay which i t was the t e n a n t s ' d u t i e s t o 
r e p a i r (37). Water t r a n s p o r t was the most convenient method of l o c a i 
t r a n s p o r t f o r the i n h a b i t a n t s , f o r t o the n o r t h l a y marshes and sea 
i n l e t s l a y on e i t h e r s i d e o f the p e n i n s u l a . The expansion of the 
settlement might bave been p a r t l y due t o the use o f the C r e m y l l F e r r y 
c r o s s i n g i n t o C o m w a l l , which brought t r a v e l l e r s through Stonehouse. 
The f i r s t important s t e p towards improving l a n d coiraminications was 
taken i n about 1525 when the Edgecumbe f a m i l y was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
the érection of M i l l b r i d g e together w i t h i t s c o m m i l l s . F i g u r e 5 
shows some détails from a map tempus Henry V l I I i n c l u d i n g the manor 
house, and the o r i g i n s of what l a t e r beccune High S t . (1588) and Chapel 
St. (1588). The f o r t i f i c a t i o n s were erected as p a r t of the g e n e r a l 
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defence o f the Realm 1537-9. To the n o r t h o f t h e manorial township 
l a y a l a r g e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l b u i l d i n g o f which l i t t l e i s known, although 
i t i s g e n e r a l l y thought t o bave belonged t o t h e C i s t e r c i a n s o f Buckland, 
p o s s i b l y as an o u t l e t f o r t h e i r t r a d e . T h i s 'abbey' was demolished i n 
th e eighteenth-century when t h e Royal Naval H o s p i t a l was b u l l t . The 
map a l s o shows a small Chapel o f St. Lawrence, cind by 1497 t h e r e was 
a l s o a Chapel of S t . George, g e n e r a l l y \inder t h e mother church o f 
St. Andrew's at Plymouth. By the Reformation, Stonehousé was a v e r y 
s m a l l , unincorporâted "township" under the Edgecumbes, but w i t h no marked 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s apart from a g r i c u l t u r e and f i s h i n g . F i s h i n g continued 
t o be important, and i n about 1595 a Stonehousé shi p s a i l e d w i t h t h e 
Newfoundland f i s h i n g f l e e t . The sèttlement was'empowered by P a r l i a -
ment t o eut a l e a t f o r i t s water supply. Although Stonehousé had a 
good d e f e n s i v e s i t e , i t had not been used d i r e c t l y f o r m i l i t a r y purposes; 
but i t was not unaccustomed t o m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y f o r s o l d i e r s . were 
sometimes b i l l e t e d t h e re on o c c a s i o n s when t h e r e were not enough 
l o d g i n g s i n Plymouth. 
Pole States t h a t Stonehousé was a "convenient bigge towne" 
i n t h e e a r l y saventeenth-century (38) , but t h i s seems an exaggeration. 
The main growth had yet t o come. The p o p u l a t i o n was s l i g h t l y i n c reased 
i n about 1681 when s e v e r a l French p r o t e s t a n t refugees from t h e R o c h e l l e 
d i s t r i c t s e t t l e d i n Stonehousé; g r a d u a l l y the Huguenots intégrâted w i t h 
t h e community and l o s t a l l d i s t i n c t i o n apart from sumames of French 
o r i g i n . I t was the foundation o f t h e Dockyard i n 1690 t h a t caused the 
next expansion o f Stonehousé, f o r i t l a y on t h e route between Plymouth 
and Dock a f t e r t h e opening o f t h e Stonehousé Bridge i n 1773, and some 
of t he dockyard workmen came t o l i v e t h e r e . In 1788 Stonehousé was 
desçribed by a v i s i t o r , S. Shaw, as f o l l o w s : 
"Stonehousé, a populous p l a c e ... surpriséd us w i t h a vëry 
l a r g e d i s p l a y o f s p a c i o u s ' s t r e e t s , i n t e r s e c t i n g a t angles , 
very différent from t h e p l a c e we had j u s t l e f t (Plymouth); 
as t h e i n h a b i t a n t s bere a r e c h i e f l y mechanics e t c . belonging 
t o t h e docks. The houses a r e s l i g h t l y b u i l t , e i t h e r o f 
p l a s t e r , or s l a t e stone, abundantly got hereabouts'.' ( 39) 
Growth was p a r t i c u l a r l y r a p i d a f t e r 1780, due t o the establishment of 
t h e Royal Naval H o s p i t a l i n 1762 and the Royal Marine B a r r a c k s i n 1795. 
F i n e new résidences were b u i l t f o r t h e o f f i c e r s and govemment o f f i c i a i s 
i n Emma P l a c e and Durnford S t r e e t , and although the o l d e r parts"'.were 
s t i l l occupied by the working c l a s s mechanics i t was t h e new b u i l d i n g s 
which gave the main c h a r a c t e r t o the sèttlement, which was desçribed 
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i n 1830 as f o l l o w s : 
"The s t r e e t s i n g e n e r a l are wide and commodious, and the 
houses are neat and g e n t e e l , fonning the r e s i d e n c e s of the 
o f f i c e r s of the navy, anny and gentlemen connected w i t h the 
c i v i l departments of government, as w e l l as p r i v a t e 
i n d i v i d u a l s . ... Of the commercial i n t e r e s t o f Stonehouse, 
l i t t l e can be s a i d , the town being more the r e s i d e n c e of the 
independent gentry .... The v e s s e l s v A i c h are employed are 
p r i n c i p a l l y i n the timber and c o a l t r a d e s ; the l a t t e r merely 
s u p p l y i n g the e x i g e n c i e s of the i n h a b i t a n t s : " (40) 
The same source i d e n t i f i e s the manufacturing I n d u s t r i e s of Stonehouse 
t o c o n s i s t only of i r o n and brass founders, v a r n i s h markers, and 
breweries. There were a few c i v i l i a n p r o f e s s i o n a l men, v i z . s i x l e g a i 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s , s i x medicai men and two a u c t i o n e e r s . I t was a t t h i s time, 
t o o , t h a t the l a s t major c o n t r i b u t o r t o the expansion of Stonehouse was 
t a k i n g shape; t h a t was the new V i c t u a l l i n g Yard, vrtiich commenced i n 1826 
and was completed i n 1835. I t was one of the t h r e e main v i c t u a l l i n g 
depots f o r the Royal Navy, and through i t passed goods and f o o d s t u f f s , 
equipment and s t a t i o n e r y , and even l i b r a r i e s once the A d m i r a l t y estab-
l i s h e d a p o l i c y i n favour of l i b r a r i e s f o r seamen i n 1838. Ships were 
s u p p l i e d on being commissioned, were restocked when they c a l l e d i n t o the 
_ p o r t d u r i n g commission, and were r e q u i r e d t o account f o r and retiurn 
a p p r o p r i a t e s t o r e s when they were p a i d o f f at the end of a commission. 
Stonehouse d i d not achieve an independent commercial and 
i n d u s t r i a i l i f e of i t s own, f o r i t c o n s i s t e d e s s e n t i a l l y o f govemment 
est a b l i s h m e n t s and a c i v i l i a n r e s i d e n t i a l d o r m i t o r y p p p u l a t i o n . Even 
i t s Market had l i t t l e business t r a n s a c t e d i n i t because of the e x t e n s i v e 
cheap s u p p l i e s which were a v a i l a b l e i n Plymouth and Devonport. The 
s e t t l e m e n t d i d , however, a c q u i r e a number of churches and chapels of 
many denominations, a p u b l i c s u b s c r i p t i o n s c h o o l and Sunday sch o o l s 
were e s t a b l i s h e d , and i n the mid-century i t showed a community f e e l i n g 
by e r e c t i n g a b u i l d i n g which was a t f i r s t c a l l e d Stonehouse Town H a l l 
but became known l a t e r as S t . George's H a l l . For a s h o r t w h i l e , there 
was a Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e a t Stonehouse, but i t soon ran i n t o f i n a n c i a l 
d i f f i c u l t i e s through l a c k of l o c a i support. 
The P o s i t i o n of Stonehouse, on a p e n i n s u l a , made i t i n c r e a s i n g l y 
d i f f i c u l t t o accommodate the growing p o p u l a t i o n i n the n i n e t e e n t h -
century, f o r there was a simple l a c k of space on which t o b u i l d . At 
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the beginning of the century the p o p u l a t i o n was about 3 , 4 0 0 ; i t had 
almost doubled by 1 8 2 1 , and i n another ten yeeirs had almost t r e b l e d . 
The land a v a i l a b l e f o r expeuision had been used up, and the i n c r e a s e i n 
p o p u l a t i o n c o u l d o n l y be a t the expense of l i v i n g standards. The 
general s q u a l o r which overtook the working c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n i n o l d 
houses cmd tenements i n the l a r g e r houses vacated by the middle 
c l a s s e s r e s u l t e d i n an Enquiry under the p r o v i s i o n s of the P u b l i c 
Health A c t i n 1853 . I t was dis c o v e r e d t h a t the annual r a t e of. m o r t a l i t y 
i n Stonehouse was 29 per 1 , 0 0 0 , w e l l above the 23 per 1 , 0 0 0 r a t e which 
was set by Pa r l i a m e n t as the l e v e l j u s t i f y i n g e n q u i r i e s . Typhus was 
ever p r e s e n t among the poor, and when c h o l e r a appeared i n the country 
t h i s d i s t r i c t was one of the severest s u f f e r e r s ; i n a r e c e n t epidemic 
148 i n 1 , 0 0 0 d i e d , p u t t i n g Stonehouse i n the unenviable p o s i t i o n o f 
n i n t h worst i n the country (although p a r t s of Plymouth were no b e t t e r ) . 
The E n q u i r y a l s o found t h a t the average p o p u l a t i o n per house was 1 0 . 1 6 , 
n e a r l y double the average of a l l England, which was about 5 . 5 ( 4 1 ) . 
Even by 1 8 9 1 , when the housing s i t u a t i o n was g e n e r a l l y much improved 
i n Deyonport and Plymouth, i t remained bad a t Stonehouse, where the 
average p o p u l a t i o n per house was s t i l l over 1 0 , and more than h a l f of 
the p o p u l a t i o n l i v e d i n one or two room tenements, w i t h s e v e r a l cases 
of f i v e or more people i n s i n g l e room tenements. The i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
these c o n d i t i o n s w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o forming the h a b i t of re a d i n g and 
the process o f s e l f - e d u c a t i o n are obvious. 
The Census 1861 s t a t i s t i c s of occupations c o n f i r m i n t h e i r 
d e t a i l the g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r of the r e s i d e n t s of Stonehouse, and are 
shown i n Table 4 . 
Table 4. Stonehouse. Occupations i n 1861 . 
Men Women 
T o t a l over 20 years of age 3 ,872 4 ,697 
Class I . P r o f e s s i o n a l 2 , 1 1 8 73 
Class I I . Domestic 120 3 , 3 9 0 
Class I I I . Commercial 282 15 
Class IV. A g r i c u l t u r a l 37 9 
Class V. I n d u s t r i a l 1 ,026 968 
Class V I . I n d e f i n i t e and non- 289 242 
p r o d u c t i v e 
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The P r o f e s s i o n a l C l a s s o f men reveáis 1 ,194 Royal Marines, 675 h a l f -
pay o f f i c e r s and p e n s i o n e r s , and 109 government o f f i c e r s , as might be 
expected from the presence of the Royal Méirine Barra c k s and the Royal 
W i l l i a m V i c t u a l l i n g Yard; there was a l s o a s c a t t e r i n g of c i v i l i a n 
p r o f e s s i o n s - 13 clergymen, 18 medicai men, a few schoolmasters, e t c . 
The I n d u s t r i a i C l a s s p r e d i c t a b l y i n c l u d e s mainly s h i p w r i g h t s , ccurpenters, 
masons, plimibers, mercers, bootmakers, e t c . - the dockyard workers and 
the Services r e q u i r e d t o support any commvuiity. 
The g e n e r a l p a t t e r n i n d i c a t e d by the p o p u l a t i o n ' s occupations 
i n 1861 continuad u n t i l 1914 . Although Stonehouse became an Urban 
D i s t r i c t i n s t e a d of a p a r i s h w i t h i n Devon, and thereby ac q u i r e d power, 
i t was not ein a f f e c t i v e l o c a l government a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I t w i l l be 
Seen t h a t the l a c k of r i e h commercial and i n d u s t r i a i e n t e r p r i s e s , p l u s 
the poor housing, d i d not p r o v i d e a hi g h r a t e a b l e v a l u e , and i t seems 
t h a t the r e t e n t i o n of f r e e h o l d by the Lord of the Manor must bave given 
Problems when o r d i n a r y urban developments were r e q u i r e d . The people 
of Stonehouse seem t o bave used Plymouth and Devonport f o r commercial 
Services, f o r the c e n t r e s o f these two towns were e a s i l y reached by 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t or on f o o t . P o l i t i c a l l y , the Urbcin D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l 
must have found d i f f i c u l t y a t times i n d e c i d i n g whether t o take 
advantage of any p o t e n t i a l b e n e f i t s from Devonport, w i t h which i t was 
l i n k e d i n a P a r l i a m e n t a r y Borough, or Plymouth which was the l a r g e r , 
r i c h e r borough. In the case of the rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r y , a t 
l e a s t , i t made e n q u i r i e s , but d i d not come t o any decisión t o a c t . 
The i n t e g r a t i o n of the comparatively simple community w i t h Plymouth and 
Devonport i n 1914 was a n a t u r a i move, i n which i t seems t h a t Stonehouse 
was l i k e l y to reap the advantages and consequently r a i s e d no major 
p r o t e s t a t l o s i n g i t s independence. 
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2.5 THE THREE TOWNS AS A GENERAL ENVIRONMENT FOR LIBRARIES 
In t h i s s e c t i o n c o n s i d e r a t i o n w i l l be given to some o f the 
more obvious f a c t o r s which might be expected t o i n f l u e n a e the h i s t o r y 
o f l i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns, l o o k i n g i n more d e t a i l a t some of 
the p o i n t s which bave a l r e a d y been touched upon b r i e f l y i n the o u t l i n e s 
o f the h i s t o r y and general c h a r a c t e r of the i n d i v i d u a i towns. 
2.5.1 Community h i s t o r y . 
Although each of the Three Towns can t r a c e i t s h i s t o r y back 
t o 1086, the f i r s t one t o achieve a s i z e a b l e community was Plymouth, 
which was i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 1439 but already had c l e a r commercial and 
militcìry f u n c t i o n s by t h a t time. P o t e n t i a l l y , Plymouth c o u l d r e v e a l 
l i b r a r i e s from the l a t e medieval p e r i o d onwards, f o r i t had r e l i g i o u s , 
m u n i c i p a l and g u i l d o r g a n i s a t i o n s which, i n favoiorable c o n d i t i o n s , bave 
r e s u l t e d i n the establishment of l i b r a r i e s elsewhere. I n the seventeenth-
century Plymouth d e f i n i t e l y had a comparatively l a r g a p o p u l a t i o n which 
i n c l u d e d r i c h merchants and t r a d e r s , so t h a t the wealth t o a c q u i r e books 
was not l a c k i n g ; and there was a commercial need for a c e r t a i n degree 
of l i t e r a c y . Trade Communications are l i k e l y t o bave ensured a l o c a i 
awareness of the b o o k m a r k e t s . a n d : l i b r a r i e s i n e x i s t e n c e elsewhere. In the 
eighteenth-century the m i d d l e - c l a s s people of Plymouth were becoming 
more l e i s u r e d as w e l l as r i c h e r , able to make t h e i r p r o f i t s from peace 
and war a l i k e . In theory, Plymouth could bave contained l i b r a r i e s 
contemporary w i t h and of the same k i n d as those -in the r e s t o f England, 
u n l e s s i t s i n h a b i t a n t s were discouraged by the d i s t a n c e of good book-
markets, or were not e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n l i t e r a t u r e g e n e r a l l y . 
Devonport was not r e a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d as a conmiunity u n t i l the 
second h a l f of the e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , and i t would be reasonable t o f i n d 
i n i t examples of s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s and l a t e r types, but probably 
not the v a r y i n g types of endowed l i b r a r i e s , which were g e n e r a l l y d e c l i n i n g 
by 1750, Devonport was so dependent upon the Dockyard and had such a 
l i m i t e d v a r i e t y of occupations, t h a t i t would seem l e s s l i k e l y t o show the 
r i c h n e s s of l i b r a r i e s - - which i s p o t e n t i a l i n Plymouth. Stonehouse 
seems even more l i m i t e d i n p o t e n t i a l , being mainly an eighteenth-century 
development which took p l a c e p a r t l y as a dormitory area f o r Dockyard 
workmen and p a r t l y owing t o the Government establishments of the Royal Naval 
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H o s p i t a l , the Royal Marine Barracks, and the V i c t u a l l i n g Yard. The 
c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n has always been s m a l l , but the e a r l i e r emphasis 
contained a m i d d l e - c l a s s s o c i a l element which could bave supported 
some form of s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y . The expansion o f the working c l a s s 
s e c t i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n together w i t h the i n c r e a s i n g l y poor l i v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s might, however, bave provided some i n c e n t i v e f o r the 
c o l l e c t i v e e f f o r t s commonly made elsewhere by working men t o pr o v i d e 
f a c i l i t i e s f o r self-improvement, i n c l u d i n g l i b r a r i e s . 
The g e n e r a l e x p e c t a t i o n from the g e n e r a l p a t t e r n s of the 
community growth i s t h a t Plymouth should provide the longest and r i e b e s t 
l i b r a r y h i s t o r y , t h a t Devonport would provide a more l i m i t e d ränge of 
l i b r a r i e s and a s h o r t e r h i s t o r y ; and t h a t the e x p e c t a t i o n from 
Stonehouse ought to be comparatively s m a l l and simple. However, the 
unexpected can occur as the r e s u l t of i n d i v i d u a i i n i t i a t i v e or s p e c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s . 
2.5.2 Community s i z e and o c c u p a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e . 
The s i z e s of the three towns bave not remained Constant i n 
r e l a t i o n t o each other. Table 1 has shown the a c t u a l p o p u l a t i o n f i g u r e s , 
but F i g . 6 Shows the p o p u l a t i o n of each of the towns as a percentage of 
the t o t a l Three Towns p o p u l a t i o n from 1801 - 1911. T h i s r e v e a l s t h a t 
the g e n e r a l t r e n d throughout the p e r i o d was f o r Plymouth's p o p u l a t i o n 
t o i n c r e a s e ; Devonport s t a r t e d i n 1801 as the l a r g e s t town, but from 
1821 onwards s u f f e r e d a d e c l i n e u n t i l 1851, a f t e r which i t tended t o 
f l u c t u a t e s l i g h t l y w i t h i n the same range, v i z . about 35 - 40%. Stone­
house Shows an e a r l y s l i g h t r i s e to 1831, Virtual s t a b i l i s a t i o n a t j u s t 
above 10% f o r the next s i x t y y e a r s , and a s l i g h t d e c l i n e t h e r e a f t e r . 
F i g . 7 Shows the percentage of male p o p u l a t i o n in each of the towns 
1801 - 1911, i n which i t can be seen t h a t there was a steep i n c r e a s e i n 
Devonport and Stonehouse between about 1851 - 1861, a l e s s pronounced 
r i s e a t the same time i n Plymouth, and a general r i s e through the whole 
p e r i o d f o r each town. The i n v e r s e i s , of course, t r u e of the female 
p o p u l a t i o n . I t i s d o u b t f u l whether these v a r i a t i o n s i n the p r o p o r t i o n s 
of the male and female p o p u l a t i o n w i l l bave any d e t e c t a b l e s i g n i f i c a n c e 
i n the l i b r a r y developments, but perhaps i t i s a p o i n t t o be n o t i c e d a t 
t h i s stage. 
1801 -18Ï1-''4821 183Í--1841 • 1851 18 6Ì" 1871 ' 1881 -1891 - 1 5 0 1 — i m - - - - - -
: ^ i . _ . ; . _ i _ . • 
F i g . 6 The po p u l a t i o n s o f Plymouth, Devonport and Stonehouse as 
percentages o f the t o t a l Three Tovms p o p u l a t i o n 1801-1911. 
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F i g . 7 The percentage of male p o p u l a t i o n i n each o f the 
Three Towns, 1801-1911. 
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The stJTucture of a commianity can be d e f i n e d and I n t e r p r e t e d 
i n v a r i o u s ways, but the i n t e n t i o n here i s t o examine more c l o s e l y the 
r e l a t i v e importance of d i f f e r e n t groups as r e v e a l e d by the occupation 
s t a t i s t i c s of the 1861 Census, cind t o compare t he i n d i v i d u a l tovms. 
The s t a t i s t i c s f o r 1861 have been chosen as t h e most a p p r o p r i a t e ones 
f o r a number o f reasons. T h i s was the f i r s t Census i n which a s u i t a b l y 
d e t a i l e d breakdown o f occupations was p u b l i s h e d , t h e 1851 Census having 
been a l e s s s a t i s f a c t o r y , experimental set o f headings, and the previous 
f i g u r e s being t o o ge n e r a l f o r use. By 1861 t h e Three Towns had 
achieved what was t o prove t o be a s t a b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p i n t h e i r Popu­
l a t i o n , and each had ac q u i r e d i t s main c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and f u n c t i o n s , 
which continued t o operate f o r t h e remainder o f t h e p e r i o d up t o 1914 
d e s p i t e minor m o d i f i c a t i o n s brought about by changing t e c h n o l o g i e s . In 
1861 i t might be expected t h a t t h e r e might be a p a r t i c u l a r r i c h n e s s i n 
the types and numbers o f l i b r a r i e s , f o r t h e r e c o u l d be the l i i j g e r i n g on 
of any o l d endowed l i b r a r i e s i n Plymouth, s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s i n a l l 
o f t h e Three Towns, and a v a r i e t y of forms o f working c l a s s l i b r a r i e s 
formed i n these years p r i o r t o the 1870 Education Act which l a i d the 
foundation f o r f r e e elementary education f o r a l l c h i l d r e n . Yet the 
year 1861 i s not so f a r removed from the time when rate-supported 
p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d i n Plymouth and Devonport, and the 
gen e r a l p o p u l a t i o n breakdown o f 1861 can i n d i c a t e t h e groups o f P o t e n t i a l 
l i b r a r y u s e r s , which can be compared w i t h t h e a c t u a l memberships where 
t h e y are known. P r e c a u t i o n a r y checks on t h e l a t e r Census s t a t i s t i c s , 
which are not always d i r e c t l y comparable w i t h 1861, have confirmed t h a t 
t he g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s drawn from the year 1861 remained v a l i d i n the 
l a t e r decades a l s o , although the a c t u a l percentages n a t u r a l l y v a r i e d 
s l i g h t l y . 
Table 5 shows the o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t i s t i c s , p r e v i o u s l y quoted 
i n Tables 2 - 4, i n a d i f f e r e n t form; t h e numbers o f men and women over 
twenty years o f age have been converted from a c t u a l f i g u r e s i n t o t h e i r 
percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n between C l a s s e s I - VI f o r each town, and by 
p l a c i n g these r e s u l t s i n j u x t a p o s i t i o n some i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t s emerge. 
I t w i l l be immediately obvious t h a t t h e r e i s v e r y l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e i n 
the o c c u p a t i o n a l breakdown of the women o f the Three Towns; but t h e r e 
are some s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s i n the o c c u p a t i o n s o f the men, p a r t i c u -
l a r l y i n C l a s s e s I , I I I and V. Table 6 p r e s e n t s t h e s t a t i s t i c s i n 
cuiother form, showing t h e percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n o f each occupation 
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Table 5. The Three Tovms. Occupations in 1861: percentages of 
men and women over twenty year's of age in each Class. 
Men Women 
P. D. S. P. D. S. 
% % % % % % 
Class I. Professional 22 55 55 2 1 1.5 
Class II. Domestic 3 2 3 70 72 72 
Class III. Commerc i a l 16 6 7 1 0.5 0.3 
Class IV. Agricultural 6 1 1 . 1 0.5 0.2 
Class V. Industrial 43 30 27 20 21 21 
Class VI. Indefinite and 
non-product ive 
lO 6 7 6 5 5 
Total loo. lOO. loo. loo. loo. 100. 
Table 6. The Three Towns. Occupations in 1861 : the percentage 
distribution of men over twenty years of age in each Class. 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT STONEHOUSE TOTAL 
% % % % 
Total distribution 45. 44. 11. lOO 
Class I. Professional 24.5 60.9 14.6 lOO 
Class II. Domestic 50.7 34.5 14.8 100 
Class III. Commercial 68. 24.7 7.3 loo 
Class IV. Agricultural 80.3 16.6 3.1 loo 
Class V. Industrial 54.7 37.2 8.1 100 
Class VI. Indefinite and 58.2 31.9 9.9 100 
non-product ive 
class between the three towns, and the result i s even more impressive. 
Classes II, IV and VI are numerically not very important, as indicated 
in Table 5, and these w i l l not be considered further. Classes I, III 
and V, however, require further investigation. Table 6 has shown that, 
although the simple distribution of the male population between the 
three towns shows a ratio 45 : 44: 11 between Plymouth, Devonport euid 
Stonehouse respectively, the ratio of Class I i s 24.5 : 60.9 : 14.6, 
a marked difference. Class I i t s e l f contains subclasses, and these 
have been analysed in a similar way in Table 7, showing that the 
average distribution over the whole Class does not hold good within i t ; 
the bulk of government and local government o f f i c e r s appear in Devonport, 
as do members of the Armed Services; but the reverse holds true in 
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T a ble 7. The Three Tovms. Occupations i n 1861. C l a s s I , P r o f e s s i o n a l 
c l a s s , males over 20 yea r s of age. Sub-classes. 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT STONEHOUSE 
C l a s s I . T o t a l 
Sub-class 1. 
Sub-class 2. 
Sub-class 3. 
Government and 
l o c a l govemment 
admin i st r a t I o n 
Defence o f t h e 
realm 
Leamed 
p r o f e s s i o n s 
% 
24.5 
26.5 
20.9 
64.7 
% 
60.9 
66.3 
62.6 
25.6 
% 
14.6 
7.2 
16.5 
9.7 
TOTAL 
% 
100 
loo 
100 
100 
t h e l e a m e d p r o f e s s i o n s . Table 8 i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s p o i n t f u r t h e r by 
showing t h e percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f some o f the i n d i v i d u a l p r o f e s s i o n s . 
T a b l e 8. The Three Towns. Occupations i n 1861. Leamed p r o f e s s i o n s . 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT STONEHOUSE TOTAL 
% % % % 
C l e r g y ^58 33 9 100 
L e g a l p r o f e s s i o n 67 29.5 3.5 lOO 
M e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n 64 28 18 100 
Teachers 60 31 9 lOO 
Plymouth a l s o has a streng preponderance of t h e l i t e r a r y and a r t i s t i c 
o c c u p a t i o n s , and has Over 80% o f t h e very few c i v i l engineers. The 
predominance of Plymouth i n C l a s s I I I , Commercial c l a s s , i s accounted 
f o r t o a c o n s i d e r a b l e extent by the i n c l u s i o n i n t h i s C l a s s o f the 
merchant seamen, the l a r g e s t n i m i e r i c a l group; but other occupations 
Show s i g n i f i c a n t d i s t r i b u t i o n s although the a c t u a l numbers are s m a l l . 
and some of these are shown i n Table 9. The commercial importance o f 
Plymouth i s s t r o n g l y r e f l e c t e d i n these t y p i c a l o ccupations, from t h e 
merchant t o b i s humble c l e r k s , and t h e a s s o c i a t e d businesses o f Insurance 
and accountancy. The I n d u s t r i a l C l a s s , C l a s s V, c o n t a i n s 203 occu­
p a t i o n s , and although Table 5 shows t h a t between 27% and 43% o f the 
i n d i v i d u a l populations are engaged i n t h i s c l a s s o f work, t he numbers 
i n most occupations are s m a l l and f a i r l y w i d e l y spread. Plymouth has 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n 157 of t h e l i s t e d o c cupations, Devonport has o n l y 104, 
and Stonehouse a meagre. 39 which are u n l i k e l y t o have been a l l c a r r i e d 
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on i n t h a t p r i m a r i l y r e s i d e n t i a l area. Table 10 shows a few of the 
more i n t e r e s t i n g occupations i n the I n d u s t r i a i C l a s s . I t i s c l e a r 
Table- 9. The Three Towns. Occupations i n 1861. Connnercial c l a s s . 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT STONEHOUSE TOTAL 
% % % % 
Seamen (Merchant Navy) 64 27 9 lOO 
Merchant s 83.5 11 5.5 100 
Bankers 67 33 
-
lOO 
Insurance 79 16 5 100 
Accoiantants 60 31 9 lOO 
C l e r k s 82 6 12 loo 
T a b l e IO. The Three Towns. Occupations i n 1861. I n d u s t r i a i c l a s s . 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT STONEHOUSE TOTAL 
% % % % 
Booktrade 77 18 5 lOO 
Engine and machine making 25 72 3 lOO 
S h i p b u i l d e r s / s h i p w r i g h t s 23 72 5 100 
Carpent er s/j o i n er s 53 37 10 lOO 
Masons, p a v i o r 68 25 7 lOO 
Plumber s/pa i n t er s / g l az i e r s 55 32 13 lOO 
C l o t h manufacturing 92 6 2 lOO 
Drapers/mercers 61 25 14 lOO 
Food and d r i n k s u p p l i e r s 58 31 11 lOO 
B l a c k s m i t h s 36 59 5 lOO 
t h a t the b a s i c s e r v i c e s t o m a i n t a i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n were d i s t r i b u t e d 
i n r o u g h l y the same p r o p o r t i o n as the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n s o f Plymouth, 
Devonport and Stonehouse which was then 49 : 40 : 11; f o r example, t h e 
food and d r i n k i n d u s t r y g e n e r a l l y and the main t r a d e s w i t h i n t h e b u i l d i n g 
i n d u s t r y , although t h e r e i s s t i l i some b i a s i n favour of Plymouth. The 
l e s s immediate needs, such as drapery and t h e booktrade, show a much 
stron g e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n Plymouth. The engineering i n d u s t r y and 
s h i p b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y i s h e a v i l y concentrated at Devonport, showing t h e 
i n f l u e n c e of the Dockyard, and i t s a n c i l l a r y t r a d e s such as b l a c k s m i t h s . 
One f i n a l p o i n t t o be n o t i c e d i n t h e occupation breakdown i s t h a t C l a s s 
VI c o n t a i n s l a b o u r e r s whose work i s not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h any of t h e 
s p e c i f i c occupation s u b - c l a s s e s , i . e . they form a general r e s e r v o i r of 
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unskilled labour. The to t a l in the Three Towns exceeds 2,200, of which 
58% were in Plymouth, 32% Devonport, and 10% Stonehouse, which suggests 
that the occupations in Devonport and Stonehouse were less diffuse than 
in Plymouth, for normally a labourer would be entered vinder the general 
heading "Others" which followed each trade group. Some of the Devonport 
general labourers were probably those who sought any occasionai job 
which the Dockyard might offer. 
The distribution of the adult female population requires 
l i t t l e comment, for i t has been shown in Table 5 to be overwhelmingly 
in the Domestic Class. The further breakdown of that class into sub-
classes shows l i t t l e of significance. The percentage of non-wage-
eamers varied from 55% in Plymouth to 59% at Devonport, with Stonehouse 
exactly in the middle. Those employed in domestic service formed 
about 11% in Plymouth, 9% in Devonport, and 10% in Stonehouse. None of 
these seem significant. The Industriai Class occupations which were 
numerically most important in each town were those connected with 
dress and fashion generally, while other female occupations were mainly 
in the food and drink industry, or lodging-housekeeping. 
This closer look at the occupations of the Three Towns has 
confirmed in a quantitative way the general qualitative expectations 
aroused by their histories and general characters. It also strongly 
suggests that Plymouth had a middle class consisting largely of the 
leamed and mercantile professions, whereas the professional. classes 
(which are nojrmally equated with middle class status) at Devonport 
and Stonehouse consisted of a larga element of servicemen. This i s 
l i k e l y to be significant when considering the membership and success 
of l i b r a r i e s , as the fortunes of peace and war tend to cause mobility 
rather than s t a b i l i t y among the members of the Armed Services and any 
organisations dependent upon their support could well refl e c t this. 
Yet the importance of the Armed Services in the Three Towns has to be 
f u l l y appreciated as they formed a larga community which was equally 
as deserving of lib r a r y provision as the c i v i l i a n population. A simple 
way of emphasising this i s to recognise that in 1861 one in two of the 
adult male population of Stonehouse and Devonport was in the Army, Navy 
or Royal Marines, with a comparablè ratio of one in five in Plymouth, 
and an overall ratio of more than one in four of the total adult male 
population of the Three Towns. The 1871 figures were roughly the same. 
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and i n 1891 t h e o v e r a l l r a t i o was s t i l i one i n f i v e although t h e 
Plymouth r a t i o had d e c l i n e d t o one i n eleven. Not o n l y must these 
servicemen he noted as an important part of t h e p o p u l a t i o n , but i t must 
a l s o be remembered t h a t many of them had t h e i r f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n the 
area. Qn the o t h e r band, many hundreds o f n a v a l men recorded i n the 
Censuses from 1851 were t r a n s i e n t , on board s h i p s which happened t o 
be i n the p o r t on t h e date of the Census r e t u r n . Por example, the 1861 
f i g u r e s f o r Devonport i n c l u d e the crews o f seven warships which 
happened t o be i n p o r t i n a d d i t i o n t o the crews o f t h e f l a g s h i p , 
gunnery s h i p , and other v e s s e l s on r e g u l a r duty at t h e p o r t . S i m i l a r l y , 
Plymouth's f i g u r e s i n c l u d e merchant seamen on board c o a s t i n g and f o r e i g n 
v e s s e l s as w e l l as t h e n a t i v e seamen of t h e town. 
The p o p u l a t i o n o f the Three Towns was t h e r e f o r e by no means 
a permanently r e s i d e n t one, although • the. m a j o r i t y o f people d i d bave 
t h e i r homes bere. Not o n l y d i d the servicemen and t h e i r f a m i l i e s 
c o n t r i b u t e a f l u i d element, but from the a r r i v a i o f the r a i l w a y i n 1848 
t h e r e were always passengers a w a i t i n g emigration o r general s h i p p i n g 
passages. Although t h e extent of f l u i d i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n camnot be 
gauged w i t h any accuracy, some i n d i c a t i o n i s g i v e n by the numbers of 
people who were not born i n the area. The f i g u r e s i n the Census are 
d i v i d e d by county of b i r t h , and from them i t emerges t h a t about 68% of 
the p o p u l a t i o n of t h e Three Towns was bom i n Devonshire and over 11% 
i n C o m w a l l , g i v i n g a " l o c a i " p o p u l a t i o n of about 80%. London and t h e 
Home Counties came next w i t h over 6%, I r e l a n d 3.8%, and t h e t h r e e other 
southwestem covmties to g e t h e r o n l y 2.4%. The c o m p a r a t i v e l y h i g h number 
of I r i s h was e v i d e n t l y a r e f l e c t i o n o f the h a r d s h i p s i n I r e l a n d at the 
time, which l e d t o t h e hunt f o r work elsewhere and mass emigration. 
2.5.3 Housing and accommodation 
One of t h e f a c t o r s which can i n f l u e n c e t h e establishment of 
l i b r a r i e s i s t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f sùitable accommodation i n which t o 
read q u i e t l y , but the Three Towns d i d not bave a good r e c o r d i n t h e i r 
housing p r o v i s i o n . I t was o n l y at the end of t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
t h a t the l o c a i a u t h o r i t i e s had power t o act i n t h i s matter and begin t o 
provide c o u n c i l houses. For most of the p e r i o d under c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n was dependent upon t h e p r o v i s i o n of p r i v a t e 
houses, and t h e g e n e r a l e f f e c t was t h a t t h e w e a l t h i e r element of the 
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was r e s i d e n t i n e i t h e r l a r g e houses i n the c o i m t r y s i d e around t h e 
growing conurbation o r i n neat t e r r a c e d houses i n t h e suburbs, according 
t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e means. Thè m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n was r e s i -
dent i n tenements i n t h e o l d e r paxts of t h e town, where overcrowding 
e x i s t e d t o a s e r i o u s degree throughout the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . Stone-
house has a l r e a d y been d e s c r i b e d as c o n t a i n i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y b l a c k 
areas of d i s e a s e and overcrowding, but n e i t h e r Plymouth nor Devonport 
were much b e t t e r a l t h o u g h t h e y had more land upon which houses c o u l d 
be b u i l t . Table 11 p r o v i d e s a rough idea o f t h e s i t u a t i o n 1801 - 1911, 
although the p o p u l a t i o n f i g u r e s bave not been c o r r e c t e d f o r the non-
r e s i d e n t p o p u l a t i o n as t h a t Information i s not c o n s i s t e n t l y a v a i l a b l e ; 
n e v e r t h e l e s s , i t demonstrates the most important p o i n t s , t h a t the 
average p o p u l a t i o n per i n h a b i t e d house was h i g h throughout the p e r i o d , 
but a d i s t i n c t improvement set i n at Plymouth and Devonport before Stone-
house. A c l e a r e r i d e a o f t h e meaning of t h i s overcrowding i s given by 
Table 11. Housing i n t h e Three Towns 1801 - 1911. 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT , STONEHOUSE 
Year I n h a b i t e d Average no. Inhabited Average no. I n h a b i t e d Average no. 
houses persons per ' houses persons per houses persons per 
house house house 
1801 1,737 9.2 2,352 l O . l 358 9.5 
1811 2,047 10.2 2,857 10.5 532 9.7 
1821 2,384 9.1 3,147 IO. 7 717 8.4 
1831 3,472 9.0 3,394 IO. 3 ,976 9.8 
1841 4,321 8.5 3,449 9.8 1,069 9.1 
1851 5,171 10.1 3,789 l O . l -1,172 10.2 
1861 6,084 10.3 4,189 12.0 1,245 11.5 
1871 7,291 9.4 4,269 11.6 1,340 10.9 
1881 7,839 9.4 4,385 11.2 1,380 10.9 
1891 9,633 8.7 5,095 10.8 1,434 10.7 
1901 13,693 7.9 7,960 8.8 1,516 10.0 
1911 16,507 6.8 9,927 8.2 1,481 9.3 
examining t h e tenement s i t u a t i o n i n 1891, the year by which some improve-
ment of the s i t u a t i o n had begun t o take p l a c e and consequently t h e 
b r i g h t e s t s i t u a t i o n s i n c e t h e temporary r e l i e f i n 1841. Table 12 shows 
the t o t a l niomber o f tenements of l e s s than f i v e rooms, t h e t o t a l number 
of rooms i n t h e s e tenements, and the p o p u l a t i o n l i v i n g i n them. From 
these c a l c u l a t i o n s i t emerges t h a t the average number of people 
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per room i s well over 1*2 persons. A further calculation from the Census 
tables reveals, however, tbat at Stonebouse more tban 68% of the taionent 
dwellers were l i v i n g with an average of two or more per room; at Devon-
port the comparable figure was 58%, and at Plymouth over 59%. If thèse 
figures are translated into percentages of the t o t a l population for each 
tovm, i t reveals tbat in Stonebouse over 47% of the population was 
l i v i n g in accommodation averaging at least two people per room, whilst 
in Devonport and Plymouth the comparable figure was 36% in each case. 
Table 12. Tenement accommodation in the Three Towns in 1891 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT- STONEHOt 
Tenement S of less tban 5 rocms 14,385 9,662 3,Ol4 
Tenements of 1 room 4,794 3,031 1,263 
Tenements of 2 rooms 5,303 3,540 1,104 
Tenements of 3 rooms 2,698 2,012 425 
Tenements of 4 rooms 1,590 1,079 222 
Total number of rooms 29,854 20,455 5,634 
Total of occupants 51,092 33,880 10,575 
Àverage occupants per room 1.7 1.7 1.9 
Tenants l i v i n g in accommodation 
averaging at least 2 per room 
30,549 19,662 7,258 
% of population in tenements 61% 62% 69% 
% of population sharing two 
persons per room or more 
36% 36% 47% 
% of population in tenements 11% 11% io% 
averaging 1 per room or less 
Only 10 - 11% of the tenement population enjoyed accommodation in which 
the average number of persons per room was one or less; and i f i t i s 
assumed tbat the people not l i v i n g in tenements enjoyed at least tbat 
standard (which i s by no means certain), i t would s t i l l only allow 
about 50% of the populations of Devonport and Plymouth and 40% at 
Stonebouse a standard which might reasonably be expected to provide 
conditions of reasonable privacy, even i f not quiet, in which to read 
and study. 
Not only do the actual s t a t i s t i c s reveal the gênerai shortage 
of suitable home conditions to encourage reading and studying, but they 
compare very badly with the national averages. In 1851 the average 
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number of persons per i n h a b i t e d house i n England and Wales was 
about f i v e ; i n the Three Towns i t was about double, w i t h averages of 
t e n per house, f a r i n excess o f other crowded areas such as London and 
L i v e r p o o l w i t h t h e i r average o f seven per house. By t h e end of t h e 
Century t h e l o c a i f i g u r e s were much c l o s e r t o n a t i o n a l averages; but i t 
i s a reasonable i n f e r e n c e t h a t as l i t e r a c y spread among t h e working 
c l a s s e s , who were t h e main tenement d w e l l e r s i n t h e Three Towns, t h e r e 
must bave been as urgent a need f o r t h e p r o v i s i o n of r e a d i n g rooms as 
i n any o t h e r housing b l a c k s p o t s i n England and Wales. 
2.5.4 The spread of l i t e r a c y and education 
One of t h e primary r e q u i s i t e s f o r t h e establishment o f 
l i b r a r i e s i s the obvious one o f l i t e r a c y . L i t e r a c y can be d e f i n e d i n 
many ways, but i t i s used here i n i t s lowest form of an a b i l i t y t o 
r e a d , which might i n t u m l e a d t o ä d e s i r e f o r books and l i b r a r i e s . 
There must bave been some l i t e r a t e and educated people i n 
t h e Three Towns i n the medieval p e r i o d , i n order t h a t the business of 
m a n o r i a l a d m i n i s t r a t I o n , l o c a i and c e n t r a l govemment, and commercial 
ve n t u r e s c o u l d be conducted. I t i s n o t , however, u n t i l t h e s i x t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y t h a t t h e r e i s l o c a i evidence o f the spread of l i t e r a c y through 
e d u c a t i o n , and i t arose,^ as might.be a n t i c i p a t e d , i n the o n l y s e t t l e -
ment of reasonable s i z e , t he town of Plymouth. In 1561 t h e townsfolk 
e s t a b l i s h e d the Corporation Grammar School by p u b l i c s u b s c r i p t i o n and 
endowment. I t provided f r e e education t o t h e youths of Plymouth, and 
some were even a s s i s t e d t o go t o Oxford U n i v e r s i t y a f t e r w a r d s (42). The 
school was probably foimded because o f the need t o educate t h e f u t u r e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l men of the town; i t provided a c l a s s i c a l e d u c a t i o n , which 
was e v i d e n t l y not a p p r e c i a t e d by many of the townsfolk. One of the 
e a r l y masters, W i l l i a m Kempe, p u b l i s h e d a t r e a t i s e The education of 
children in learning i n 1588, d e d i c a t i n g i t t o the Mayor of Plymouth 
and " b i s Brethren the Masters of t h e Towne',' and p r e f a c i n g i t by t h e 
f o l l o w i n g pointed comment: 
"Although i t be a matter of i t s e l f most e v i d e n t , t h a t the 
d i s c i p l i n e and vertuous b r i n g i n g up of c h i l d r e n i n good 
l e a m i n g i s the v e r y foundation and groundwork o f a l l good 
i n every e s t a t e as w e l l p r i v a t e as p u b l i c : yet such i s the 
c o r r u p t i o n and i n i q u i t i e o f our t i m e , t h a t most men are 
found v e r y c a r e l e s s cind s l a c k t o do t h e i r duty t h e r e i n ; yea, 
t h e r e want not t h o s e t h a t i n f i a t terms a f f i r m i t t o be 
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s u p e r f l u o u s , insomuch t h a t t h e y can do w e l l enough ( i n t h e i r 
ovm judgement) without i t . For what pare n t s i n thèse days 
have not more care t o provide w e a l t h f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n , 
than wisdom?" (43) 
I t was Kempe's d e s i r e t o " a l l u r e my neighbours and countrymen" i n t o a 
" b e t t e r emd more godly considération" (44). H i s t r e a t i s e d e s c r i b e d 
what was a p p a r e n t l y t h e course opérât ed by him at t h e Gtammar School. 
Boys n o r m a l l y entered at t h e âge o f seven, and were expected t o be 
ab l e t o read and w r i t e i n E n g l i s h b e f o r e e n t r y . They were iinmediately 
launched i n t o t h e éléments o f a c l a s s i c a l éducation, e v e n t u a l l y passing 
from f l u e n c y i n L a t i n t o t h e study o f Greek and Hebrew at the âge o f 
twe l v e , then l o g i e , r h e t o r i c , a r i t h m e t i c and geometry. At t h e âge of 
s i x t e e n , boys who had completed t h i s course were considered t o bave 
completed t h e i r formai éducation and be a b l e t o work without a master. 
I t appears t h a t even poor boys c o u l d be admitted f o r t h i s c l a s s i c a l 
éducation and e x c e p t i o n a l students were sometimes sent t o u n i v e r s i t y 
at p u b l i c expense. 
The development o f éducation i n Englcind was s e r i o u s l y 
d i s r u p t e d by t h e years o f p o l i t i c a i u n rest c u l m i n a t i n g w i t h t h e C i v i l 
War, and af t e r w a r d s more complex and r i g i d c l a s s s t r u c t u r e s emerged, 
v i z . t h e n o b i l i t y , the middle c l a s s and t h e working c l a s s , t h e l a t t e r 
two c o m p r i s i n g m u l t i p l e s t r a t a w i t h i n them and more a c c u r a t e l y termed 
middle c l a s s e s and working c l a s s e s . Men o f t h e middle c l a s s e s can be 
assumed t o be l i t e r a t e f o r t h i s i s i m p l i c i t i n t h e i r work - t h e l e a m e d 
p r o f e s s i o n s , landowners, merchants and manufacturers, i n c l u d i n g t h e 
nouveau r i c h e who were fo\inding t h e i r f o r t u n e s i n t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l 
R e v o l u t i o n and the I n d u s t r i a i R e v o l u t i o n . By t h e mid e i g h t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y i t was coimnon f o r the wives and daughters o f middle c l a s s 
s t a t u s t o be l i t e r a t e a l s o . The éducation of t h e i r c h i l d r e n posed no 
s e r i o u s probiems, f o r t h e y could a f f o r d t o pay f o r p r i v a t e t u t o r s , 
p r i v a t e s c h o o l s , o r fee-paying p l a c e s i n t h e o l d grammar schools. The 
Plymouth C o r p o r a t i o n Grammar School s u f f e r e d l i k e o t h e r s from d e c l i n i n g 
endowments, and by 1663 t h e Master was allowed t o ta k e fee-paying p u p i l s 
f o r h i s own p r o f i t , as l o n g as he taught f o r t y boys f r e e of charge. 
G r a d u a l l y fee-paying p u p i l s became t h e m a j o r i t y . In t h e 1820s t h i s 
grammar school faced compétition from newly e s t a b i i s h e d C l a s s i c a l and 
Mathematical Schools i n Plymouth and Devonport. P r i v a t e schools 
f l o u r i s h e d i n t h e Three Towns; most o f them were q u i t e s m a l l , and they 
o f f e r e d a v a r i e t y o f éducation - some c l a s s i c a l , o t h e r s l e s e académie 
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and perhaps o f f e r i n g b a s i c a l l y an E n g l i s h education w i t h e x t r a o p t i o n s 
such as French, drawing and music; some were boarding s c h o o l s , others 
were day s c h o o l s . The money and o p p o r t u n i t i e s were g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e 
f o r the m i d d l e - c l a s s s e c t i o n o f the l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n t o be not o n l y 
l i t e r a t e but a l s o educated. The problems e x i s t e d f o r the working c l a s s . 
The s o c i a l and economic r e v o l u t i o n s of t h e s e v e n t e a i t h and e i g h t e e n t h -
c e n t u r i e s were b r i n g i n g about u r b a n i s a t i o n cuid t h e r a p i d growth of t h e 
working c l a s s , which formed an i n c r e a s i n g l y l a r g e percentage o f the t o t a l 
p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y and by i t s v e r y s i z e posed a p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t 
t o the t r a d i t i o n a l governors i n the upper s o c i a l h i e r a r c h y . The defence 
adopted at f i r s t a g a i n s t the perceived t h r e a t was t o keep t h e working 
c l a s s i n a s t a t e o f ignorance, but t h i s began t o be m o d i f i e d i n favour o f 
p r o v i d i n g s u f f i c i e n t education t o enable t h e working c l a s s t o read the 
B i b l e and t o know t h e i r place i n s o c i e t y . Endowed c h a r i t y schools 
were e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e seventeenth-century, but were p a r t i c u l a r l y promo­
t e d a f t e r t h e S o c i e t y f o r Promoting C h r i s t i a n Knowledge was e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n 1698 and encouraged the work. T h i s movement l a r g e l y preceded t h e 
main development o f Devonport and Stonehouse, but Plymouth g e n e r a l l y 
kept pace w i t h t h e s e e d u c a t i o n a l developnents elsewhere. From about 1640 
Hele's C h a r i t y began t o apply t h e i n t e r e s t from v a r i o u s endowed lands 
t o the maintenance and education of poor c h i l d r e n i n the H o s p i t a l of 
Poor's P o r t i o n , and t h i s was extended by John Lanyon's bequest i n 1674, 
becoming t h e Red and Blue Coat Schools, from which c h i l d r e n were placed 
i n a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s or domestic posts. The H o s p i t a l of Orphans' A i d was 
another seventeenth-century foundation i n which some elementary education 
was given. In 1785 t h e Plymouth Benevolent I n s t i t u t i o n f o r Educating 
t h e C h i l d r e n of t h e Poor was e s t a b l i s h e d by a group of d i s s e n t e r s , 
and the Dame Hannah Rogers' C h a r i t y School was a l s o founded. Such 
c h a r i t y s c h o o l s u s u a l l y provided o n l y a s h o r t elementary education, 
u s u a l l y l a s t i n g not more than t h r e e y e a r s , and considered t o be complete 
when a c h i l d c o u l d read, and p o s s i b l y w r i t e and cypher, although 
g i r l s were l e s s l i k e l y t o be taught t o w r i t e than t h e boys and were 
taught h o u s e c r a f t i n s t e a d . I t was normal p r a c t i c e i n c h a r i t y schools 
f o r the p u p i l t o be presented w i t h a B i b l e on l e a v i n g , but i t was v e r y 
much a matter o f chance whether the p u p i l r e t a i n e d the s c a r c e l y acquired 
a b i l i t y t o read. 
From t h e end of the e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a l l t h r e e of t h e towns 
shared i n t h e n a t i o n a l movements i n v o l v e d i n the spread o f education. 
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The Sunday-school movement, which began i n G l o u c e s t e r i n about 1785 , 
spread r a p i d l y -throughout the country, and t h e f i r s t Suhday schobl formed 
l o c a l l y was at Plymouth i n 1787 (45). The primary o b j e c t i v e o f t h e 
movement was t o p r o v i d e some r e l i g i o u s e d u c ation, but i n order t o enable 
the p u p i l s t o read t h e i r b i b l e s and prayerbooks i t was f i r s t necessary 
t o t e a c h many of them t o read, and a l i m i t e d amount of elementary 
education was p r o v i d e d . The e a r l i e s t Sunday-school at Devonport was 
i n 1806, but the movement became v e r y streng i n t h a t town, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n connection w i t h t h e l a r g e number of Wesleyian Methodist chapels 
f o r Wesley had set some importance an the a b i l i t y t o read. Rowe 
recorded i n h i s guidebook p u b l i s h e d about 1825 t h a t at Devonport 
"The v a r i o u s denominations o f d i s s e n t e r s have a l s o Sunday-
schools, where a v a s t number of c h i l d r e n are i n s t r u c t e d 
i n r e a d i n g , and t h e p r i n c i p l e s ' o f r e l i g i o n V (46) 
In the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t h e B e l l and Lancaster schools 
begein t o be e s t a b l i s h e d i n England cUid Wales, supported r e s p e c t i v e l y by 
the " N a t i o n a l S o c i e t y f o r Promoting the Education of t h e Poor i n 
the P r i n c i p l e s o f t h e E s t a b l i s h e d Church throughout England and Wales',' 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1812, and t h e " B r i t i s h and F o r e i g n School S o c i e t y , formed 
i n 18 lO. These s c h o o l s became )aiown as t h e N a t i o n a l and B r i t i s h schools 
r ^ e c t i v e l y , and t h e y spread r a p i d l y because t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r viff-f^e.^ 
was Seen t o be t h e i r cheapness, through the a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e m o n i t o r i a l 
System. The Three Towns e s t a b l i s h e d many v o l u n t a r y schools on t h i s 
p r i n c i p l e , w i t h both N a t i o n a l and B r i t i s h S o c i e t y a f f i l i a t i o n s being 
represented i n t h e area. The e a r l i e s t ones adopted the L a n c a s t e r i a n 
or " B r i t i s h " System, w i t h p u b l i c schools being foionded at Plymouth i n 
1809 f o r boys and 1811 f o r g i r l s , and at Dock i n 1809, w h i l e Stonehouse 
a l s o had i t s B r i t i s h school by 1822. 
In 1833 t h e Government c a r r i e d out an enquiry i n t o t h e State 
of education by means o f a census (47). Although the r e t u m s were not 
comprehensive and t h e r e are S t a t i s t i c a l d e f e c t s , i t c a s t s some v a l u a b l e 
l i g h t on the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f education i n t h e Three Towns at t h a t date. 
In p a r t i c u l a r , i t shows how t h e o l d e r schools were j o i n e d by a r a p i d 
growth of new small d a i l y schools i n the 1820s. The o r i g i n a l s t a t i s t i c s 
were published by p a r i s h e s , but these have been presented i n Table 13 
as the approximately e q u i v a l e n t urban cireas. The t o t a l P r o v i s i o n of 
p l a c e s appears t o be q u i t e s u b s t a n t i a l ; i f t h e rough measure i s taken 
t h a t about o n e - s i x t h of t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n i s : - l i k e l y t o have been of 
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s c h o o l age, i t would appear t h a t about 90% of c h i l d r e n had a chance t o 
a t t e n d e i t h e r a day s c h o o l o r . a Sunday-school, which seems iinexpectedly 
h i g h . I f the f i g u r e s are converted i n t o r a t l o s o f s c h o l a r s t o the 
whole p o p u l a t i o n of each tovm, the dayschool r a t i o shows t h a t Plymouth 
has the most favo u r a b l e , 1:8.6, f o l l o w e d by Stonehouse, 1:14.9, and 
Devonport, 1:17.5. A s i m i l a r comparison of the Sunday-school f i g u r e s 
Shows t h a t Devonport has by f a r the most fav o u r a b l e r a t i o , 1:9.7, 
w i t h Stonehouse 1:16.5 and Plymouth o n l y 1:30.5 . These are i n t e r e s t i n g , 
b u t as the r e t u r n s are not complete i t would be wrong t o p l a c e too heavy 
a r e l i a n c e upon them, merely n o t i n g t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e i n r a t l o s f o r 
the day schools and Sunday-schools i n Plymouth and Devonport might be 
accounted f o r p a r t l y by assvmiing a h e a v i e r working c l a s s c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
o f p o p u l a t i o n at Devonport as w e l l as the importance of the Wesleyan 
movement. One aspect which i s not c l e a r from the 1833 Census i s whether 
the Sunday-school s c h o l a r s are n e c e s s a r i l y a l l c h i l d r e n , f o r i t seems 
p o s s i b l e t h a t the numbers a t Devonport might i n c l u d e some a d u l t s - but 
t h a t i s s p e c u l a t i o n . 
Table 13. Schools i n the Three Towns i n 1833. 
P l a c e 
Plymouth 
Nim±>er and type of schools S c h o l a r s 
1 I n f a n t s c h o o l (est. 1827) ? 
63 Day s c h o o l s : i n c l u d i n g 6 endowed, 
2 grammar,14 day and boarding, 
a t l e a s t 16 e s t a b l i s h e d s i n c e 1820. 
1 Day and Sunday-school 
5 Sunday-schools 
25 I n f a n t s c h o o l s 
143 Dayschools i n c l u d i n g boarding s c h o o l s , 
92 founded s i n c e 1820 
10 Sunday-schools 
11 Day s c h o o l s i n c l u d i n g one day and 
boarding school 
1 Day and Sunday-school 
5 Sunday-schools (3 e s t a b l i s h e d s i n c e 1830) 
2,540 
60 
1,119 
Devonport s c h o o l s 385 
1,995 
3,585 
Stonehouse 467 
177 
580 
10,908 
In 1833 the Government began t o make a v a i l a b l e g r a n t s f o r the 
b u i l d i n g o f schools, and g r a d u a l l y the terms of r e f e r e n c e were widened 
t o take i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n o t h e r expenditure such as the s a l a r i e s of 
p u p i l teachers and c a p i t a t i o n g r a n t s . The grants were awarded on 
c o n d i t i o n t h a t the sc h o o l s came under the Government's I n s p e c t o r a t e , 
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but t h i s was g l a d l y accepted and l e d t o the widespread e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f s c h o o l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y by the Church of Englaind i n c o n j i i n c t i o n w i t h 
the N a t i o n a l S o c i e t y . In the Three Towns the grovrtJi of the p o p u l a t i o n 
had l e d i n 1846 t o the establishment o f s e v e r a l new p a r i s h e s , and many 
o f these new churches fovinded day s c h o o l s . These were very necessary 
i n order t o t r y and r e t a i n the e x i s t i n g degree o f l i t e r a c y , f o r the 
working c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n was expanding a t a r a t e which threatenèd t o 
o u t s t r i p the e d u c a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s . The Census of 1851 i n c l u d e d a 
s p e c i a l e d u c a t i o n a l enquiry, and the s t a t i s t i c s f o r the m u n i c i p a l 
boroughs o f Plymouth and Devonport are shown s e p a r a t e l y i n i t (48)r 
as i n Table 14. 
Table 14. Schools i n Plymouth and Devonport i n 1851. 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT 
Sunday-schools number of s c h o o l s 29 22 
number of s c h o l a r s 4,544 3,617 
r a t i o : p o p u l a t i o n 1:11.49 1:10.55 
Day sch o o l s nimiber of s c h o o l s 96 103 
- p r i v a t e 80 86 
- p u b l i c 16 17 
number of s c h o l a r s 4,822 5,127 
- p r i v a t e 2,103 2,517 
- p u b l i c 2,719 2,610 
r a t i o : p o p u l a t i o n 1:10.82 1:7.44 
From these f i g u r e s i t appears t h a t Plymouth had acquired many more 
Sunday-school p l a c e s s i n c e 1833, but a s l i g h t l y lower r a t i o o f p l a c e s 
i n day s c h o o l s , w h i l e the r e v e r s e had occurred i n Devonport. 
I t i s not always p o s s i b l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h i n these e a r l y 
s t a t i s t i c s p r e c i s e l y which s c h o o l s were i n c l u d e d , f o r although i t i s 
u s u a i t o i n t e r p r e t t h i s k i n d o f data i n the context of c i v i l i a n s c h o o l s , 
i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t some o f the Army, Navy and Royal Marine 
sch o o l s were a l s o i n c l u d e d . The l a t t a r schools w i l l be mentioned i n 
more d e t a i l i n the chapter on the l i b r a r i e s o f the Armed S e r v i c e s , but 
t h e i r e x i s t e n c e needs to be noted a t t h i s p o i n t . 
From the education survey o f 1877 onwards the l o c a i s t a t i s t i c s 
r e l a t e t o the c i v i l i a n s c h o o l s , and the f u l l e s t evidence i s a v a i l a b l e 
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from Plymouth. In that town in 1877 there were 13,292 children of 
school age, of whom 11,492 were actually at school; less than one third 
were in the newly established Board Schools, but the percentage rose 
rapidly as new buildings were erected or older voluntary schools were 
taken over. By 1882 there was over 40% i n Board Schools, by 1895 
more than 50%, by 1898 60% and by 1914 75%. In Devonport the percen­
tage i n Board Schools was even higher, 80% . (49) Not only was elem-
entcury education availc±)le to everyone, but some provision existed 
for secondary education. After i n i t i a l experiments of providing 
special tuition for the senior scholars in cookery and woodwork at 
central schools in Plymouth, higher grade Board Schools were established 
in Plymouth and Devonport. At the same time, private enterprise 
established high schools, such as Plymouth High School for G i r l s , 
1874, and for Boys in 1878, later merged with Mannamead School to 
become Plymouth College in 1896, remaining independent while the 
G i r l s ' School was later absorbed by the local education authority. 
Technical education has quite a long history in the Three 
Towns, starting with the various classes provided by the mechanics' 
institutes which were founded at Plymouth and Devonport in 1825. 
Classes i n Art and Science were particularly strong at Devonport 
in the 1850S and 1860s, for the Devonport Mechanics' Institute was 
the examination centre for the whole area and many of i t s students 
took the Department of Art and Science's examinations. In 1844 the 
Admiralty established the Dockyard School which, after some i n i t i a l 
experimentation, concentrated mainly on the education of the shipwright 
and engineer apprentices, u n t i l developments in the engineering pro­
fession resulted in the establishment of the Keyham Training School for 
Engineers i n 1881. In 1892 the Plymouth Technical Schools were opened, 
incorporating art, science and technical schools; Devonport followed in 
1899, and there was close cooperation between i t and the Dockyard School, 
with many apprentices attending classes at the Technical Schools. 
There also existed in Plymouth a navigation school which had been estab­
lished in 1862 in connection with the Mercantile Marine Department of 
the Board of Trade. m a l l of these ways, not only had the population 
of the Three Towns become lit e r a t e by the end of the nineteenth-century, 
but some people were acquiring considerable education which demanded the 
books 
support of /across the whole f i e l d of knowledge. C50) 
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2.5.5 The establishment o f the l o c a l boolctrade. 
One of the f a c t o r s which can a f f e c t the growth of l i b r e i r i e s 
i s the s t a t e o f the l o c a l booktrade, i n a l l o f i t s aspects from p r i n t i n g 
and p u b l i s h i n g t o b o o k s e l l i n g and bookbinding. Although i t i s c e r t a i n l y 
p o s s i b l e f o r l i b r a r i e s t o be e s t a b l i s h e d by a c q u i r i n g books from non­
l o c a l sources, i t r e q u i r e s overcoming some i n e r t i a t o do so; and the 
establishment and maintenance of l i b r c u r i e s i s much e a s i e r i f there i s 
a good l o c a l bookmarket and bookbindery. Some types of l i b r a r y , such-
as the commercial c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , were o f t e n very c l o s e l y l i n k e d 
w i t h the development of the booktrade i t s e l f . With these g e n e r a l aspects 
i n mind, the o r i g i n and growth of the e a r l y booktrade i n the Three Towns 
w i l l be examined, up t o such date as i t appears t h a t the p a r t i c u l a r 
aspects t o be c o n s i d e r e d were e i t h e r soundly e s t a b l i s h e d and f l o u r i s h i n g 
or had a c t u a l l y f a i l e d . -, _ ; ' 
Papermaking i s the only aspect of the booktrade t o a c t u a l l y 
f a i l i n the a r e a , and any i n f l u e n c e of t h i s a c t i v i t y on the booktrade 
can be d i s m i s s e d r a p i d l y . White paper had t o be imported f o r w r i t i n g 
and p r i n t i n g ; brown paper m i l l s were e s t a b l i s h e d a t Plymouth i n 1683/4, 
but these and o t h e r s e s t a b l i s h e d l o c a l l y were mostly s h o r t - l i v e d (51). 
The nearby s m a l l town of T a v i s t o c k has the proud d i s t i n c t i o n 
of being the f i f t h town i n England i n which a p r i n t i n g press was estab­
l i s h e d , i n about 1525, but t h i s was an i s o l a t e d attempt and does not 
seem to have a f f e c t e d the Three Towns. Two volimies s u r v i v i n g from t h a t 
p ress show t h a t i t was i n o p e r a t i o n a t l e a s t 1525 t o 1534 a t Tavistock 
Abbey, and i t i s not known what happened t o the press a f t e r the d i s s o l u ­
t i o n of the Abbey i n 1539, although some of the m a t e r i a l s might have 
passed i n t o p r i v a t e hands i n Exeter (52) . I t was not i i n t i l the mid-
seventeenth-century t h a t Devon again had a p u b l i c p r i n t i n g p r ess but 
t h i s was o n l y i n the form of a t r a v e l l i n g p r e s s which was t e m p o r a r i l y 
s e t up i n Exeter d u r i n g the C i v i l War (53). L o c a l people who wished t o 
have anything p r i n t e d , whether f o r p r i v a t e use, or f o r p u b l i c a t i o n , had 
t o arrange f o r i t t o be p r i n t e d elsewhere, u s u a l l y i n London because of 
the l i m i t a t i o n of p r i n t i n g through the L i c e n s i n g A c t of 1662. Examples 
are the P e t i t i o n from the Mayor and townspeople of Plymouth t o Parliament 
i n 1648, which was p r i n t e d by Edward Husband, p r i n t e r t o the House of 
Commons (54); v a r i o u s w r i t i n g s by Abraham Cheare, a d i s s e n t i n g m i n i s t e r 
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of Plymouth, were p u b l i s h e d i n London i n 1674; Mr. R a t c l i f f e of 
Plymouth p u b l i s h e d b i s book on shorthcuid i n London i n 1687 (56); and 
a number of i n d i v i d u a i sermons were p r i n t e d and p u b l i s h e d there (57). 
This d i d not mean, however, t h a t PlymothicUis were not i n v o l v e d i n the 
p r i n t i n g and P u b l i s h i n g t r a d e . I n 1597 John B a t t e r s b y , a merchant of 
Plymouth, was granted a patent i n succession t o F r a n c i s Flower f o r a 
valucible p r i v i l e g e " i n c l u d i n g the Grammar and Accidence besides 'the 
b i b l e ' i n L a t i n w i t h n o t e s , c a l l e d T e m ellius' b i b l e " (58). Apparently 
t h i s patent was bad i n law, and l e d t o l i t i g a t i o n ; B a t t e r s b y s o l d h i s 
i n t e r e s t f o r E700 t o business a s s o c i a t e s of John Norden t o whom James I 
had granted the new p a t e n t (59). At a more l o w l y l e v e l , there were 
ap p r e n t i c e s , and i n 1598 John Hancock, son of a Plymouth t a i l o r , became 
an apprentice t o W i l l i a m P a r r y , s t a t i o n e r of London, f o r seven years (60). 
A f t e r the l a p s e of the L i c e n s i n g A c t , p r i n t i n g spread r a p i d l y 
i n the p r o v i n c e s , although apparently already a n t i c i p a t e d by s e v e r a l 
years i n Devon where a p r i n t e r was e s t a b l i s h e d i n Exeter by 1683 (61) . 
The f i r s t West of England newspaper was p u b l i s h e d i n Exeter i n 1714, 
and i t was an Exeter p r i n t e r who e v e n t u a l l y i n t r o d u c e d p r i n t i n g i n t o 
C o r n w a l l , at Truro i n 1740 (62). The e a r l i e s t p r i n t e r a t Plymouth 
was D a n i e l J o u r d a i n e ; he i s s t a t e d by Worth t o bave s t a r t e d p r i n t i n g 
bere i n 1696, but although Worth i s u s u a l l y a r e l i a b l e h i s t o r i a n , he 
quoted no source f o r b i s Information and no r e f e r e n c e t o support t h a t 
date has y e t been t r a c e d (63); Jourdaine continued i n business up t o 
a t l e a s t 1733-4 f o r the C o r p o r a t i o n Accounts f o r t h a t year show t h a t 
Mr. Jourdaine was p a i d 40s. f o r p r i n t i n g water l e a s e s (64). Meantime 
he had been j o i n e d by a t l e a s t one competitor, f o r i n 1718 the f i r s t 
Plymouth newspaper, Plymouth weekly journal, was p u b l i s h e d by W. Kent 
i n the f i r s t year and E. Kent from 1719 - 1725 (65). I t seems l i k e l y 
t h a t Plymouth was not without a p r i n t e r from then onwards, although 
no references occur between the Jourdaine r e f e r e n c e i n 1733-4 and 
O l i v e r Adams i n 1758. O l i v e r Adams was the p r i n t e r of the Plymouth 
magazine i n 1758, and f u r t h e r appears i n a s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t i n 1764 
as " P r i n t e r of Plymouth" (66). Robert Weatherly p r i n t e d i n Plymouth 
from at l e a s t 1769 t o 1778 (67) and Haydon i n 1770 (68). W i l l i a m 
Andrews, an Exeter p r i n t e r , carne t o Plymouth i n 1765 (69). The e a r l i e s t 
d i r e c t o r y of the Three Towns, 1783, shows only Trewman and Haydon as 
P r i n t e r s (70), but i n 1785, according to Pendred there were three f i r m s . 
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Noble, Trewman & Haydon, and Weatherby (71). Trewman, who was the 
famous founder of the Exeter newspaper Trewman's Flying post, ceased 
h i s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h Haydon a f t e r 1789 (72) and t b e l a t t e r f i r m became 
a l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d major Plymouth f i r m i n the f i e l d not o n l y of 
p r i n t i n g but a l s o b o o k s e l l i n g ; i t was known f i r s t as Haydon's (73), 
then M, Haydon & Son (who h e l d the r o y a l warrant from the Duke of 
Clarence who v i s i t e d Plymouth f r e q u e n t l y ) ( 7 4 ) ; B. Haydon continuad 
from a t l e a s t 1792 u n t i l w e l l i n t o the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y (75) , and 
was o f t e n simply c a l l a d Haydon's. Another wellknown Plymouth f i r m , 
N e t t l e t o n s , a l s o began before 1792 (76) and c o n t i n u a d f o r many years. 
By 1800 the p r i n t i n g i n d u s t r y , which was a l s o comprehensive of e a r l y 
p u b l i s h i n g , was w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d i n Plymouth, and i t continuad w i t h 
success. By 1844 t h e r e were 17 p r i n t e r s (77) , and by 1861 the p r i n t i n g 
i n d u s t r y employed over one hundred people i n the town. (78) . Much of the 
work must have been j o b b i n g p r i n t i n g f o r the o f f i c i a l , commercial and 
prívate needs of th'e p o p u l a t i o n , but a c e r t a i n amount of book p r i n t i n g 
was a l s o undertaken. Amongst the e a r l i e s t i m p o r t a n t l o c a l l y p r i n t e d 
books are guidebooks such as PICTURE of Plymouth (1812), Rowe's Perambu-
l a t i o n of Dartmoor (1848), and P r i n c e ' s Worthies of Devon (1810). 
P r i n t i n g seems t o have been i n t r o d u c e d i n t o Dock a t the time 
of the settlement's r a p i d expansión i n the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . In 
1781 A. Gray of Dock was concerned i n p r i n t i n g t h e Plymouth magazine (79) ; 
and Pendred records o n l y one p r i n t e r a t Dock i n 1785, named Sutton (80). 
The p u b l i c a t i o n s of Dock appear t o have been o f an ephemeral natura 
u n t i l 1791 when Hoxland p r i n t e d the f i r s t l o c a l g u i d e (81) . In 1799 
J . Heydon was p r i n t i n g and p u b l i s h i n g (82) , and i n the next few years 
the i n d u s t r y was f u l l y e s t a b l i s h e d . The f i r s t l o c a l Dock newspaper 
was Plymouth & Dock telegraph i n 1808, f o l l o w e d some twenty years l a t e r 
by Devonport independent, The most important book p u b l i s h e d a t Dock 
was probably G i l b e r t ' s History of Cornwall (1811), by Congdon & Hearle 
(83) . By the middle o f the century there were e l e v e n p r i n t e r s a t work 
i n Devonport, which d i d not achieve such an i m p o r t a n t p r i n t i n g and 
p u b l i s h i n g i n d u s t r y as Plymouth, but n e v e r t h e l e s s achieved a steady 
i n d u s t r y . Stonehouse appears very poor i n comparison, f o r i t does not 
seem t o have had a p r i n t e r before Gray i n 1816 (84) , and a somewhat 
small and i r r e g u l a r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n t h e r e a f t e r . 
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In each of the t h r e e towns the booktrade i n the form of 
b o o k s e l l i n g was e s t a b l i s h e d l o n g before p r i n t i n g and p u b l i s h i n g , and 
must have depended h e a v i l y on the i m p o r t a t i o n of p u b l i c a t i o n s from 
London and Exeter. As might be expected, the e a r l i e s t r e c o r d of book­
s e l l i n g i s t o be found i n Plymouth, where i n 1641 W i l l i a m R u s s e l l was 
s e l l i n g a s m a l l r e l i g i o u s work by C h r i s t o p h e r l e l i n g e r , m i n i s t e r a t 
Stonehouse (85). A trade token dated 1659 shows W i l l i a m Weekes t o 
have been a b o o k s e l l e r (86) land an undated but e v i d e n t l y seventeenth-
century token was i s s u e d by John W i l l i a m s , s t a t i o n e r (87). References 
become much more frequent i n the next century, w i t h (Benjamin?) Smithurst 
1704 (88), 1714 (89) and 1739 (90), E l i z a b e t h Smith 1753 (91), Theophilus 
Rhodes 1754 and 1756 (92), Robert Weatherly 1759 - 1778 (93), Zach. Freno 
c. 1763 (94), Henry W h i t f i e l d 1759 (95), James W a l l i s 1763-1789 (96) 
and a Mr. W i l l s 1789 and 1791 (97). I t seems t h a t b o o k s e l l i n g was w e l l 
r e p r e s e n t e d i n the town by 1800, although not recorded i n p u b l i s h e d 
l o c a l d i r e c t o r i e s . A s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t of 1800 i n c l u d e s T. W. Haydon 
and T. Richards f o r f i f t y c o p i e s each, suggesting a l a r g e b u s i n e s s , 
w h i l e Mr. Rogers took only s i x c o p i e s . In 1812 the e a r l i e s t guidebook 
t o Plymouth d e s c r i b e s the booktrade g e n e r a l l y w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e t o 
the b o o k s e l l i n g aspect: 
"The number of b o o k s e l l e r s i s c o n s i d e r a b l e ; but most of them 
combine the t r a d e s of book-binders, s t a t i o n e r s , m u s i c - s e l l e r s , 
p r i n t e r s , medicine venders, &c. which i n the m e t r o p o l i s are 
considered derogatory t o the c h a r a c t e r of a b o o k s e l l e r . In the 
year 1807, Messrs. Rees & C u r t i s , from London, opened a shop 
here, and have c a r r i e d on the b o o k s e l l i n g business upon a 
more extensive s c a l e than had been done before by any person 
i n Plymouth. T h e i r shop i s w e l l stocked w i t h books of every 
d e s c r i p t i o n , and they have a constant supply of new and 
standard works from town. There are s e v e r a l p r i n t i n g presses 
i n the town, but they are u s u a l l y employed i n p r i n t i n g adver­
tisements and m e r c a n t i l e papers'.' (98) 
B o o k s e l l i n g seems to have become w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d a t t h i s p o i n t , f o r 
d i r e c t o r i e s f o r 1805-7 and 1809-11 show f o u r and twelve b o o k s e l l e r s 
r e s p e c t i v e l y (99); i n 1823 t h e r e were eleven b o o k s e l l e r s / s t a t i o n e r s (100) 
and i n 1844 over twenty ( l O l ) . 
In Dock, a Mrs. Maurice i s mentioned i n a l i s t o f p r o v i n c i a l 
b o o k s e l l e r s i n 1770 (102), and P.F. Maurice i n 1786 (103). In the next 
few years b o o k s e l l i n g became w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d by notc±>le f i r m s such as 
J . Heydon ( l o 4 ) , Hoxland (105) and Congdon the p r i n t e r . I n 1800 four / 
Dock b o o k s e l l e r s appear on a s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t - E r a s e r , Haydon, Phelp 
and Roach (106), and by 1811 there were nine b o o k s e l l e r s / s t a t i o n e r s (107). 
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At Stonehouse, the f a s h i o n a b l e r e s i d e n t i a l area f o r m i l i t a r y 
and government o f f i c e r s and t h e i r f a m i l l e s i n the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h and 
e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , there ought t o have been a ready market f o r 
l i t e r a t u r e , but the e a r l i e s t named b o o k s e l l e r appears t o be Huss i n 
1803 (108). Other f i r m s recorded as b o o k s e l l e r s were John F i e l d and 
W i l l i a m Gray i n 1823-4 (109), and i n 1844 t h e r e were f i v e b o o k s e l l e r s 
l i s t e d f o r Stonehouse (110). 
Although Devonport and Stonehouse contained représentation 
o f the différent aspects of the booktrade, Plymouth remained the most 
important of the t h r e e ; not o n l y was i t a booktrade centre f o r the 
Three Towns, but i t had a l s o become important by 1861 i n the context 
o f the c o u n t i e s of Devon and C o r n w a l l . Table 15 shows the number of 
people employed i n différent aspects of the booktrade i n the Three Towns, 
w i t h Exeter f o r comparison; Exeter had long h e l d a réputation as a 
p r o v i n c i a l c e n t r e of l e a r n i n g ; i t s C a t h e d r a l L i b r a r y dates from the 
e l e v e n t h - c e n t u r y , the town was the seat o f the diocèse which i n c l u d e d 
C o r n w a l l u n t i l 1876, and the g e n e r a l circumstances were such t h a t Exeter 
was the f i r s t p lace i n Devon and C o r n w a l l t o e s t a b l i s h the p r i n t i n g 
i n d u s t r y when the lapse of the Licensing Act enabled t h a t i n d u s t r y t o 
spread. I t bas already been shown t h a t Plymouth owed i t s p r i n t i n g 
i n d u s t r y t o i n f l u e n c e from E x e t e r , but w i t h i n a century the l a t t a r had 
been overshadowed n u m e r i c a l l y by the former. Truro had o n l y about 
one q u a r t e r the number of the Exeter people i n v o l v e d i n the booktrade. 
Table 15. The booktrade i n the Three Towns and Exeter 1861. 
Nxm±)er of persons i n employment 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT STONEHOUSE EXETER 
M F M F M F M F 
B o o k s e l l e r s / p u b l i s h e r s 43 3 7 2 5 1 36 5 
Bookbinders 31 16 1 3 - - 25 1 
P r i n t e r s 99 3 29 
-
6 - 55 -
Newspaper agents 5 - 3 - 1 - 4 -
Others i n p u b l i c a t i o n s 5 3 2 1 — 1 3 6 
T o t a l 183 25 42 6 12 2 123 12 
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The l a s t group i n Table 15, "Others d e a l i n g i n p u b l i c a t i o n s " , probably 
conceals a few l i b r a r i a n s , f o r the p r o f e s s i o n was not recognised c l e a r l y 
enough t o r e c e i v e a separate heading; the a s s o c i a t i o n of conmercial 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s w i t h the booktrade cuid the conséquent c l a i m of 
t h e i r owners t o the t i t l e " l i b r a r i a n " made i t a n a t u r a l development t o 
add the few persons s p e c i f y i n g l i b r e i r i a n as t h e i r occupation i n t o the 
booktrade f i g u r e s . In 1871 the Occupation Census f i g u r e s f o r men showed 
the a d d i t i o n of the t i t l e "News-room keeper" t o the formerly s i n g l e 
heading "Newspaper agent", and i n t h a t yeôir th e r e was a t o t a l of 21 
"newspaper agents/newsroom keepers" f o r Plymouth and Devonport, and 
16 f o r E x e t e r . The breakdown f o r females i n the same year s u b s t i t u t e d 
"Book agent, l i b r a r i c u i " f o r the heading "Others engaged i n p u b l i c a t i o n s " , 
and showed t h a t Plymouth and Devonport had a t o t a l of three i n t h a t 
category, Exeter n i l . In 1881 the o c cupation of " L i b r a r i a n " was simply 
added t o the same l i n e as " P u b l i s h e r , b o o k s e l l e r " , and there i s a l a c k 
of d e t a i l e d l o c a l i n f o r m a t i o n i n the p u b l i s h e d f i g u r e s f o r t h a t year. 
Even i n 1891 i t seems t h a t l i b r a r i a n s were too few t o m e r i t sepaurate 
d i s t i n c t i o n . The booktrade f i g u r e s f o r Plymouth and Devonport i n 
t h a t year are shown i n Table 16; by t h a t date the nim±>ers i n v o l v e d i n 
Plymouth's booktrade alone were f a r i n excess of the t o t a l booktrade 
f i g u r e s f o r the whole of the coiinty of C o r n w a l l . 
Table 16. The booktrade i n Plymouth and Devonport i n 1891 
PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT 
M F M F 
P u b l i s h e r , b o o k s e l l e r , l i b r a r i a n 48 16 12 8 
Bookbinder 35 36 5 5 
P r i n t e r 409 1 104 
Newspaper agent, newsroom keeper 31 12 6 2 
523 65 127 15 
In 1891 the headings i n the P r o f e s s i o n a l C l a s s were f u r t h e r expanded 
xinder the s e c t i o n " L i t e r a r y and s c i e n t i f i c " t o i n c l u d e not only "author, 
éditer, j o u r n a l i s t , r e p o r t e r , short-hand w r i t e r , persons engaged i n 
s c i e n t i f i c pursuit',' but a l s o the m i s c e l l a n e o u s heading " L i t e r a r y , 
s c i e n t i f i c , i n s t i t u t i o n - s e r v i c e , e t c . " , i n which Plymouth boasted 
four maie employées and Devonport one; thèse might p o s s i b l y be i d e n t i f i e d 
w i t h the p r o f e s s i o n a l s t a f f of the r a t e - s u p p o r t e d p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , but 
the pre-1900 Census f i g u r e s are g e n e r a l l y u n h e l p f u l over l i b r a r i a n s . 
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2,5.6 L i t e r a t u r a , s c i e n c e and the f i n e a r t s 
The présence o f a streng l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n i n an area can 
act as a powerful i n c e n t i v e t o t h e establishment and development o f 
l i b r a r l e s , but t h i s seems, r e g r e t a b l y , t o bave been a st i m u l u s which 
was absent from t h e Three Towns. Many c e l e b r a t e d names t o be found 
i n t h e Dictionary of national biography belong t o people who were 
n a t i v e s o f or a s s o c i a t e d i n some way w i t h t h e are a , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h 
Plymouth, the o l d e s t o f t h e t h r e e towns; but none of them are names i n 
the f r o n t rank o f l i t e r a t u r a - t h e r e was no l o c a l genius a k i n t o 
Shakespeare, Dickens o r Wordsworth. L o c a l genius has been o f a more 
p r a c t i c a l bent, through t he e x p l o i t s o f e x p l o r e r s such as Drake and 
Hawkins, and i n l a t e r years S c o t t o f A n t a r c t i c fame. The a r t i s t ' s 
brush bas achieved a much higher réputation f o r the Three Towns than 
the author's pen, f o r s e v e r a l major a r t i s t s are a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 
immediate neighbourhood - S i r Joshua Reynolds, S i r Charles Lock E a s t l a k e , 
Benjamin Robert Haydon, James Northcote, and Samuel Prout - and many 
l e s s famous landscape p a i n t e r s * . Many s c i e n t i s t s and i n v e n t o r s 
bave l o c a l connections t o o : S i r W i l l i a m Snow H a r r i s who invented the 
l i g h t n i n g conductor f o r s h i p s ; Dr. Jonathan Hearder t he b l i n d chemist 
and e l e c t r i e l a n ; W i l l i a m E l f o r d Leach the n a t u r a l i s t ; W i l l i a m Cook-
worthy the c h i n a manufacturer; C. Spence Bate, an a u t h o r i t y on 
Crustácea; J.C. Adams, the astronomer who d i s e o v e r e d the p l a n e t Neptune; 
t o name but a few. Although s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n i e a l papers bave been 
produeed as t h e r e s u l t o f t h e i r work, t h i s i s not the ki n d o f l i t e r a t u r a 
t o i n s p i r e t h e g e n e r a l l o v e o f l i t e r a t u r a , a lthough t he p u r s u i t o f 
s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h has l e d t o the foundation o f an important s c i e n t i f i c 
l i b r a r y i n the f o r a o f the S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y o f the Plymouth I n s t i ­
t u t i o n . 
Although t h e Three Towns bave not produeed a f i r s t - r a n k 
w r i t e r i n t h e f i e l d o f i m a g i n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r a , i t has made some c o n t r i ­
b u t i o n t o t h e gen e r a l corpus o f l i t e r a t u r a through o c c a s i o n a i works by 
i t s men of l e t t e r s and more p r o l i f i e w r i t i n g s by a few mediocre authors. 
Aceording t o Camden, t h e l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y o f t h e area began as f a r back 
as the el e v e n t h - c e n t u r y , when Ealphage was the v i c a r of St. Andrew's (111); 
but i t i s not u n t i l t h e s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t h a t works were produeed which 
have s u r v i v e d , such as S i r John Hawkins' account o f b i s voyage i n 1567-8 
t o San Juan de U l l o a , and John Sparke's account o f Hawkins' second 
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Guiana voyage i n 1564. W i l l i e i i n Kempe's t r e a t i s e on the éducation of 
c h i l d r e n i n 1588 has a l r e a d y been quoted i n an e a r l i e r s e c t i o n . The 
s u r v i v i n g l i t e r a t u r a from l o c a l authors over the next Century i s mainly 
t h e o l o g i c a l i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l books o f sermons, from c l e r g y such as 
John Quick, Joseph G l a n v i l l , and Abraham Cheare; e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
t h e o l o g i a n s i n c l u d e Dr. Zachary Mudge, v i c a r of S t . Andrews, and f r i e n d 
o f Reynolds and Northcote, through whom he made t h e acquaintance of 
Dr. Samuel Johnson who thought h i g h l y o f bim. Mudge p u b l i s h e d s e v e r a l 
volumes o f sermons and r e l i g i o u s works, as d i d Dr. Robert Eawker, v i c a r 
o f C h arles Church 1784-1827. A number of l o c a i m e dical men bave 
pu b l i s h e d works which bave been recognised as important i n t h e l i t e r a t u r a 
o f medicine. Dr. James Yonge, t he n a v a l surgeon, produced monographs 
on the use of t u r p e n t i n e and t h e f l a p technique i n amputation; Dr. Huxham 
t r i e d t o show the r e l a t i o n s h i p between d i s e a s e and atmospheric c o n d i t i o n s ; 
Dr. Richard Dunning was c l o s e l y i n v o l v e d w i t h Jenner i n t h e development 
of t h e i n n o c u l a t i o n a g a i n s t smallpox, and wrote pamphlets on t h i s . These 
were a l l l a t e saventeenth-century or eight e e n t h - c e n t u r y p u b l i c a t i o n s . 
In the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Plymouth produced a popular but second-
rank l a d y n o v e l i s t , Mrs. Parsons, whó took.up l i t e r a t u r a as a means o f 
l i v e l i h o o d a f t e r t h e b u s i n e s s f a i l u r e and death o f ber husband l e f t ber 
w i t h s e v e r a l c h i l d r e n t o support. 
The w r i t e r of PICTURE of Plymouth, p u b l i s h e d i n 1812, i s known 
t o be Henry Woollcombe, a s o l i c i t e r and c i v i c l e a d e r whose p u b l i c a t i o n 
and a c t i v i t i e s w i l l be f r e q u e n t l y mentioned i n connection w i t h l i b r a r l e s . 
He wrote: 
"Plymouth has not acq u i r e d any c o n s i d e r a b l e l i t e r a r y c h a r a c t e r , 
though i t has been conspicuous at v a r i o u s p e r i o d s as the 
residence òf eminent men. The A r t s bave not f l o u r i s h e d 
much i n Plymouth; and indeed, u n t i l o f l a t e , p a i n t i n g has 
been very l i t t l e known p u b l i c l y , though many individuáis bave 
of course p r i z e d i t s powers. There a r e no p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s 
i n the town, and v e r y few i n d i v i d u a i p a i n t i n g s o f any c e l e b r i t y . 
Mr. Bowden, a s t a t i o n e r and b o o k s e l l e r , has l a t e l y had s u f f i -
c i e n t e n t e r p r i s e t o erect a g a l l e r y ... where many p i c t u r e s are 
now e x h i b i t i n g f o r s a l e ; .... There i s not one specimen o f 
Scul p t u r e i n the town .... I t can, indeed, be h a r d l y expected, 
t h a t a p r o v i n c i a l town should a f f o r d any d i s p l a y o f an a r t so 
l i t t l e known and c h e r i s h e d even i n t h e c a p i t a l . Music i s 
sa i d not t o be much i n vogue bere; t h e r e are c o n c e r t s i n t h e 
wi n t e r , but no permanent m u s i c a l establishment. ... Plymouth 
has not g i v e n b i r t h t o any Poet o f the f i r s t c l a s s .... With 
respect t o L i t e r a t u r a , i n g e n e r a l , i t i s not t o be expected 
t o p r e v a l i much i n a sea p o r t , amidst t h e b u s t l e o f war, and 
the e n t e r p r i s e o f commercial spéculations'.' (112) 
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T h i s glvm p i c t u r e of Plymouth, showing t h a t i t was v i r t u a l l y unawcure 
o f l i t e r a t u r e and the f i n e a r t s , was, at the very time i t was w r i t t e n , 
beginning t o change. Indeed, Henry Woollcombe h i m s e l f was aware of 
t h i s , and even played a considereible p a r t i n the awakening. He drew 
a t t e n t i o n t o the newly e s t a b l i s h e d p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r e i r y as an example 
o f some growing t a s t e f o r l i t e r a t u r e ; and during the same year iœ: which. 
he p u b l i s h e d b i s giiidebook, he esteÜDlisbed the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n , 
which was a l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l s o c i e t y w i t h a s t r e n g i n i t i a l 
b l a s towards science but an ever i n c r e a s i n g movement t o l i t e r a t u r e and 
f i n e a r t s a l s o . 
The n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y saw the r a p i d spread of populär t a s t e 
f o r l i t e r a t u r e , s c i e n c e and the f i n e a r t s , made man i f e s t i n numerous 
l o c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n v o l v e d i n populär l e c t u r e s and c l a s s e s , such as 
the Mechanics* I n s t i t u t e s , and l a r g e nimibers of s m a l l s o c i e t i e s and 
bookclubs which provide<^ w i t h v a r y i n g degrees of success, f o r the working 
c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n . o f the Three Towns. Nimierous standard works were 
w r i t t e n by l o c a l authors on the l o c a l f l o r a , fauna, geology, h i s t o r y , 
archaeology, a r c h i t e c t u r e , and many l o c a l l a d i e s and gentlemen turned 
t h e l r t a l e n t s t o the w r i t i n g o f poe t r y , but only very few reached a 
standard of r e c o g n i s a b l e l i t e r a r y m e r l t such as t h a t e x h i b i t e d by the 
Devonport schoolmaster and poet, C a r r i n g t o n . P e r i o d i c a l s and 
magazines were pxoblished, but very few succeeded i n a c h i e v i n g support 
f o r more than h a l f a dozen i s s u e s , f o r example, PhiZo'-Dœvnonian l a s t e d 
s i x months i n 1830, South Devon titePaxy chronicle was p u b l i s h e d only 
i n 1847, and many other s h o r t - l i v e d t i t l e s can be t r a c e d i n Worth's 
important Three Towns' hibtiotheoa (113). Newspapers, however, were 
more s u c c e s s f u l , and the Three Towns enjoyed s e v e r a l l o c a l papers i n 
the nineteenth-century; t h e l r h i s t o r y and b i b l i o g r a p h y bas been 
adequately documented i n v a r i o u s s t u d i e s (114), the d e t a i l o f which 
need not be given here; f o r t h i s b r i e f sketch of the nineteenth-century 
bas been o n l y t o pr o v i d e a g e n e r a l p e r s p e c t i v e . The important p o i n t t o 
emerge from t h i s considération of l i t e r a t u r e and the f i n e a r t s i n the 
Three Towns i s t h a t they were g e n e r a l l y not s i g n i f i c a n t u n t i l a f t e r 
1800, and are v m l i k e l y t h e r e f o r e t o bave i n f l u e n c e d the development 
o f l i b r a r i e s before then; nor were they p a r t i c u l c u r l y s t r e n g l y 
developed t o make a deep i m p r e s s i o n on l i b r a r i e s t h e r e a f t e r . 
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2.6 SOME IMPRESSIONS AND EXPECTATIONS. 
A nvnnber of gênerai impressions and e x p e c t a t i o n s about the 
l i b r a r y b i s t o r y of the Three Towns can be dravm from the f o r e g o i n g 
examination of the b i s t o r y and c h a r a c t e r o f the Three Towns and the 
l o c a l s i t u a t i o n i n re s p e c t of some f a c t o r s which are u s u a l l y considered 
t o i n f l u e n c e the development o f l i b r a r i e s . 
1. Plymouth was the o n l y one o f the Three Towns t o have achieved 
a r e c o g n i s a b l e urban p o p u l a t i o n and borough s t a t u s before the end of the 
Middle Ages. T h e o r e t i c a l l y , t h e r e f o r e , t here could have been médiéval 
l i b r a r i e s i n Plymouth. The much l a t e r development, at the end of the 
ei g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , of the urban areas o f Dock and Stonehouse, suggests 
t h a t the e a r l i e s t type of l i b r a r i e s l i k e l y t o be found i n them might be 
the v a r i e t i e s o f s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s which were g e n e r a l l y widespread 
by 1800. 
2. Although the Three Towns are s i t u a t e d i n the f a r Southwest, and 
were comparât!vely i s o l a t e d by l a n d communications u n t i l the l a t e e i g h t -
eenth-century, they enjoyed e x c e l l e n t ccramunications by sea, both c o a s t -
wise and f o r e i g n . The trade and commerce of Plymouth brought i t i n t o 
c o n t a c t w i t h London and other major p o r t s where l i b r a r i e s and bookmarkets 
e x i s t e d , and consequently i t i s not l i k e l y t h a t the i n h a b i t a n t s o f the 
Three Towns were ignor a n t o f contemporêiry l i b r a r y developments i n such 
p l a c e s . The p r o f e s s i o n a l men of the Three Towns would pr o b a b l y have been 
students a t the U n i v e r s i t i e s o f Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, e t c . , euid 
would be awcure of the l i b r a r i e s t h e r e . 
3. However, i t might have been d i f f i c u l t t o o b t a i n books l o c a l l y ; 
f o r although there were b o o k s e l l e r s i n Plymouth from the mid seventeenth-
cen t u r y , they normally combined b o o k s e l l i n g w i t h other t r a d e s , and i t was 
not u n t i l cibout 1807 t h a t the f i r s t l a r g e s p e c i a l i s t bookshop was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n the Three Towns, w i t h r e g u l a r s u p p l i e s of new books from 
London and elsewhere. This does suggest t h a t t h e r e might have been an 
i n e r t i a e f f e c t on the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of l i b r a r i e s , which would have had 
t o have been d e l i b e r a t e l y overcome by the p a r t i c u l a r enthusiasm of an 
i n d i v i d u a l or group of i n d i v i d u a l s . 
4. The p o p u l a t i o n was h e a v i l y engaged i n p r a c t i c a l occupations 
cUid commerce which seems t o have colou r e d t h e i r e a r l y a t t i t u d e of l i t t l e 
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apparent i n c l i n a t i o n towards l e a r n i n g f o r the l o v e o f i t , or t o l i t e r -
ary c u l t u r e g e n e r a l l y . I t was not u n t i l the e a r l y nineteenth-century 
t h a t a s e r i o u s i n t e r e s t i n l i t e r a t x i r e and the a r t s began to be demonstrated. 
T h i s suggests t h a t l i b r a r i e s w i l l be mainly post-1800. 
5. There were d i f f e r e n c e s i n the p o p u l a t i o n s and occupations of 
the Three Towns which might prove s i g n i f i c a n t . A f t e r the establishment of 
Dock, Plymouth concentrated on a l u c r a t i v e l i v e l i h o o d i n conmerce and 
tra d e ; the middle c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n was nimerous and wealthy, and the t o t a l 
P o p u l a t i o n was f a i r l y s t a b l e w i t h steady growth. This suggests t h a t any 
l i b r a r i e s i n Plymouth might have had stcible h i s t o r i e s . Devonport's popu­
l a t i o n , by c o n t r a s t , was overwhelmingly a Dockyard and Armed S e r v i c e s 
p o p u l a t i o n . There was o n l y a s m a l l c i v i l i a n middle c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n , but 
many p r o f e s s i o n a l o f f i c e r s i n the t r a n s i e n t Armed S e r v i c e s . The develop-
ment of middle c l a s s l i b r a r i e s i n Devonport i s l i k e l y t o r e f l e c t t h i s i n 
some way, such as i n terms of l a c k of s t a b i l i t y , o f s p e c i a l membership, or 
of s p e c i a l l i b r a r i e s f o r the Armed S e r v i c e s . Stonehouse, between Plymouth 
and Devonport, had l i t t l e l i f e o f i t s own, being dominated by the two 
l a r g e r neighbours. The t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f the Three Towns was s u f f i c i e n t l y 
l a r g e i n the nineteenth-century to p r o v i d e p o t e n t i a l Support f o r s e v e r a l 
of the v a r i e t i e s of working c l a s s l i b r a r i e s which c o u l d be found 
n a t i o n a l l y . 
Therefore, judging e n t i r e l y by the h i s t o r i e s and c h a r a c t e r s of 
the Three Towns, i t i s expected t h a t the p l d e s t l i b r a r i e s , the r i e b e s t 
v a r i e t y , and perhaps the g r e a t e s t number of l i b r a r i e s , might be found i n 
plymouth; w i t h Devonport next, and Stonehouse f a r behind. As l o c a l 
Communications and t r a n s p o r t improved, and the three urban areas grew 
towards each o t h e r , some J o i n t l i b r a r i e s might have been e s t a b l i s h e d 
f o r the Three Towns i n s t e a d of the i n d i v i d u a l towns. 
I t w i l l be i n t e r e s t i n g t o f i n d o u t , through the study of the 
i n d i v i d u a l l i b r a r i e s , whether these l o g i c a l e x p e c t a t i o n s d i d i n f a c t 
m a t e r i a l i s e . However, one of the i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t o r s i n f l u e n c i n g l i b r a r y 
development i s the vmexpected, which can take the shape of i n d i v i d u a l 
i n i t i a t i v e s by l o c a l people, or I n t e r v e n t i o n of an e x t e r n a l agency, 
such as the Government. 
Having thus considered some of the t h e o r e t i c a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s , 
i t i s now time t o launch i n t o the examination of the r e a l i t i e s . 
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CHAPTER THREE. L I B R A R I E S BEFORE c. 1 7 5 0 . 
3.1 Before the Norman Conquest. 
One of the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s d i s t i h g u i s h i n g h i s t o r y from 
p r e h i s t o r y i s the presence of l i t e r a c y , and l l t e r a c y spread t o B r i t a i n 
through t h e Romans. The remains of Roman c i v i l i s a t i o n are p l e n t i f u l 
i n much o f B r i t a i n , and I r w i n has put forward a p l a u s i b l e , a l b e i t as 
yet unproven, case f o r t h e p r e s o i c e of l i b r a r l e s i n B r i t a i n such as 
e x i s t e d i n Roman temples and v i l l a s i n t h e i r own c o i m t r y (1). In the 
f a r Southwest, Exeter was e s t a b l i s h e d as a g a r r i s o n town, and was 
thought u n t i l r e c e n t l y t o mark the most w e s t e r l y p o i n t o f Roman roads; 
i t i s now b e l i e v e d t h a t some f u r t h e r p e n e t r a t i o n t o o k p l a c e i n t o west 
Devon and C o m w a l l , pro b a b l y mainly connected w i t h t h e need f o r the 
C o r n i s h t i n t r a d e i n t h e l a t t e r part of the Roman occupation of B r i t a i n . 
At the v e r y l e a s t , t h e Romans d i d s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e the contemporary 
B r i t i s h settlement around Plymouth Sound; but a l t h o u g h t h e r e i s growing 
s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t such settlement mighfc have been q u i t e s i g n i f i c a n t (2) 
and i t seems l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e could have been c o n t a c t w i t h Romcui 
l i t e r a c y as w e l l as Roman goods, i t seems safe t o d i s m i s s t h e idea of 
any l i b r a r l e s being i n t h e immediate v i c i n i t y - a l t h o u g h i f I r w i n ' s 
i d e a s are c o r r e c t i t would seem p o s s i b l e t h a t i t was d u r i n g t h e Roman 
pe r i o d t h a t the f i r s t l i b r a r y might have e x i s t e d i n Devon, at Exeter. 
In the Dark Ages which followed the w i t h d r a w a l of t h e Roman 
Army the contact w i t h l i t e r a c y was not f o r g o t t e n , although t h e evidence 
i n Devon and Cornwall t a k e s t h e form of c r u d e l y i n s c r i b e d memorial 
stones d a t i n g from t h e s i x t h and seventh c e n t u r i e s . The C e l t i c lands 
o f Devon and C o mwall were c o n s i d e r a b l y depopulated i n t h e f i f t h and 
s i x t h c e n t u r i e s f o r a combination of reasons - t h e r a i d s by t h e I r i s h , 
t h e ravages of y e l l o w f e v e r epidemics, and f e a r o f t h e Anglo-Saixons 
who had begun t h e i r I n v a s i o n o f Southeast England; l a r g e numhers l e f t 
Devon and C o r n w a l l , t h e Kingdom of Dumnonia, f o r B r i t t a n y , and the l a n d 
was l e f t s p a r s e l y populated. The emergence of C e l t i c C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
w i t h i t s important monastic c e n t r e s i n I r e l a n d and S c o t l a n d producing 
books i n t h e i r s c r i p t o r i a and s t a r t i n g small l i b r a r l e s , l e d t o Devon 
and Cornwall being t h e main r o u t e s of t r a v e l between t h e monastic c e n t r e s 
and t h e i r m i s s i o n a r y work on t h e Continent. The s p a r s e l y s e t t l e d 
S t a t e o f t h e two c o u n t i e s made i t a t t r a c t i v e t o t h e e r e m i t i c movement. 
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and these C e l t i c " s a i n t s " founded t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l c e l l s i n secluded 
p l a c e s . T h e i r names are s t i l l remembered i n many C o r n i s h placenames, 
although i n Devon the Saxon names have supplanted them. The names of 
S t . Budoc (3) and St. I n d r a c t u s (4) are l i n k e d t r a d i t i o n a l l y w i t h the 
immediate area o f the Three Towns, but t h e r e i s no evidence o f any 
l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t y l o c a l l y . Another v i r t u a l blank i s drawn i n west 
Devon and Cornwall i n the Anglo-Saxon p e r i o d . The Saxons reached east 
Devon and began t o s e t t l e t h e r e i n the seventh-century, and by the l a t e 
e i g h t h - c e n t u r y the county had been peaceably absorbed i n t o Wessex as the 
s h i r e "Defnas", the Saxon d e r i v a t i o n from the o l d name "DumnoniaV; but 
a l t h o u g h the eastern boundary o f the county was f i x e d , t h e western border 
was not f i x e d u n t i l t h e t e n t h - c e n t u r y conquest o f C o r n w a l l , and the 
l a n d along the n a t u r a l boundary o f t h e Tamar was u n t i l then a r e l a t i v e l y 
u n s t a b l e f r o n t i e r zone. 
The t y p i c a l Saxon settlement was a manor i n a s h e l t e r e d v a l l e y 
w i t h water supply, a r a b l e , p a s t u r e and woodland, and s e v e r a l o f these 
were e s t a b l i s h e d on t h e s i t e o f the Three Towns, t h e i r names being 
recorded i n the Domesday Survey and being perpetuated i n t h e modern names 
t o be found i n the area, i n c l u d i n g Sutton, Stonehouse and Stoke Damerei. 
Other o r g a n i s a t i o n s began t o appear i n Saxon times, p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
network o f churches and monasteries e s t a b l i s h e d by King A l f r e d and h i s 
successors as p a r t of t h e i r campaigns t o r e - e s t a b l i s h l i t e r a c y and 
l e a r n i n g . I t would have been f o l l y t o e s t a b l i s h any s i z e a b l e community 
on t h e open coast around Plymouth Sound because of the danger of sea-
r a i d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y from t h e V i k i n g s ; but not f a r away, at Plympton, 
t h e r e was a small Saxon monastery r e p u t e d l y founded i n t h e time o f A l f r e d 
t h e Great, and at T a v i s t o c k t h e r e was the l a r g e , r i c h Abbey o f St. Rumon. 
No manuscripts or books have s u r v i v e d from e i t h e r of these e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , 
nor i s i t known whether the y d i d produce any books or have l i b r a r i e s . 
T a v i s t o c k Abbey was the s u b j e c t of an a t t a c k by the Danes i n 997: 
"997. In t h i s year the host (Danes) went round Devonshire 
... and entered t h e e s t u a r y of the Tamar, and so up i t u n t i l 
they came t o L y d f o r d . There they burned and slew e v e r y t h i n g 
they met, and burnt t o the ground Ordwulf's abbey church at 
T a v i s t o c k , c a r r y i n g o f f an i n d e s c r i b a b l e amount o f pliander 
w i t h them t o t h e ships'.' (5) 
N e v e r t h e l e s s church government can be t r a c e d i n Devon and Cornwall from 
t h e Saxon p e r i o d ; i n 909 the See o f Sherborne which had covered Somerset, 
Devon and C o r n w a l l , was s p l i t up i n t o t h r e e , w i t h the See o f Devon 
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having i t s seat at C r e d i t o n , t h e home tovm o f t h e great Saxon m i s s i o n a r y 
S t . B o n i f a c e ; a See o f Cornwall was e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h i t s seat at St. 
Germans. In the next century t h e s e arrangements were a l t e r e d , the sees 
o f C o r n w a l l euid Devon were u n i t e d , and t h e seat was moved t o Exeter i n 
1040, where the f i r s t archbishop, L e o f r i c , e s t a b l i s h e d the C a t h e d r a l 
L i b r a r y (6). Urban communities were e s t a b l i s h e d , the f i r s t four towns 
i n Devon being set up i n the t i m e of A l f r e d as burghs f o r defence a g a i n s t 
t h e Danes, at E x e t e r , B a r n s t a p l e , Totnes and L y d f o r d ; and i n the t e n t h 
c e n t u r y t h e framework f o r government, law and order f u r t h e r appeared w i t h 
t h e d i v i s i o n o f the covmties i n t o hmdreds'. Thus, by the time o f t h e 
Norman Conquest, t h e r e e x i s t e d i n Devon and Cornwall a v a r i e t y of 
r e l i g i o u s , urban, r u r a l and governmental s t r u c t u r e s ; a t h i n l a y e r of 
l i t e r a c y and education must have e x i s t e d amongst those people who were 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r matters such as church government, l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
e t c . , but v e r y l i t t l e l i t e r a t u r e has s u r v i v e d , w i t h the exception o f t h e 
famous Exeter Book i n the Exeter C a t h e d r a l L i b r a r y which c o n t a i n s some 
Anglo-Saxon po e t r y , and the Bodzain Gospels, the o n l y C o r n i s h monastic 
book t h a t has s u r v i v e d from t h i s p e r i o d , although i t was probably w r i t t e n 
i n France (7). 
3.2 From the Norman Conquest t o t h e Reformation. 
U n t i l the Norman Conquest the c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g on t h e 
p e n i n s u l a between the Tamar and Plym r i v e r s were imfavourable t o any 
s i g n i f i c a n t settlement because o f the general l a c k o f s a f e t y and 
s t a b i l i t y , although a v a r i e t y o f communities and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e frame­
works had been set up i n the surrounding c o u n t i e s and even t h e f i r s t 
l i b r a r y i n Exeter. A f t e r t h e Norman Conquest one o f the s m a l l Saxon 
manors g r a d u a l l y began t o develop i n t o an urban community, at Sutton. 
I t s h i s t o r y has a l r e a d y been t r a c e d i n the p r e v i o u s chapter, showing 
how i t a c q u i r e d commercial and m i l i t a r y f u n c t i o n s , and some form o f 
l o c a l government even before i t s o f f i c i a l i n c o r p o r a t i o n as a borough 
i n 1439. Plymouth, as i t then became known, has had a church s i n c e 
at l e a s t t h e t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , although t r a d i t i o n takes i t back t o 
Saxon t i m e s . The P r i o r s of Plympton, a r i c h new foundation on the s i t e 
o f t h e e a r l i e r Saxon monastery, were l o r d s of t h e manor o f Sutton P r i o r 
u n t i l i n c o r p o r a t i o n , and the Abbot of Buckland a l s o had r i g h t s i n t h e 
a r e a ; so t h e r e was a monastic presence i n .the area, and i t was i n t h e 
medieval monasteries of the c o u n t r y t h a t education, l i t e r a c y and books 
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were g e n e r a l l y t o be found. Tbe mendicant orders o f f r i a r s were a l s o 
present i n the area, although t h e a r c h i v e s are d e f i c i e n t and some o f the 
evidence i s based upon the s u r v i v a l o f b u i l d i n g s and place-names. The 
Dominican Order of teachers and preachers had o n l y two r e c o g n i s e d houses 
i n Devon and C o r n w a l l , at E x e t e r and Truro, but a Black F r i a r s ' monastery 
b u i l d i n g i n Plymouth dates from t h e e a r l y f i f t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . The White 
F r i a r s , o r C a r m e l i t e s , must have e x i s t e d i n the town before 1314, and 
became landed p r o p r i e t o r s w i t h a church and e x t e n s i v e b u i l d i n g s at the 
e a s t e r n end of t h e town. The F r a n c i s c a n s had s e t t l e d at Exeter and 
Bodmin before 1240, but t h e e a r l i e s t d e f i n i t e r e c o r d of t h e i r presence 
i n Plymouth i s a grant of l a n d t o them i n 1384. D i d any o f t h e s e 
r e l i g i o u s bodies e s t a b l i s h l i b r a r i e s i n Plymouth? Or even i n t h e co\anties 
o f Devon and C o r n w a l l , thereby beginning t o promote a c u l t u r a l e n v i r o n ­
ment which might have i n f l u e n c e d t h e l o c a l s e t t l e n e n t i n some way? 
The evidence f o r monastic books and l i b r a r i e s comes from two 
sources, contemporary recor d s and s u r v i v i n g books. I t was a p p a r e n t l y 
t h e need o f the mendicant o r d e r s t o c o n s u l t books d u r i n g t h e i r journeys 
throughout the country t h a t r e s u l t e d i n the c o m p i l a t i o n o f medieval 
union l i s t s , showing i n which monastic foundations c o p i e s o f v a r i o u s 
works c o u l d be found. The e a r l i e s t l i s t , Registrum Anglie de l i b r i s 
doctorum et auctorum veterum, i s thought t o have been compiled by t h e 
F r a n c i s c a n s i n about the l a t e t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ; i t was r e v i s e d i n about 
1410 by a B e n e d i c t i n e monk, John Boston of Bury; and a t h i r d l i s t . Tabula 
Septem custodiorum, was probably of i n t e r m e d i a t e date. These l i s t s have 
been s t u d i e d by M.R, James, who produced a comparative t a b l e o f t h e 
l o c a t i o n s and orders i n c l u d e d i n t h e s e union l i s t s (8). The l o c a t i o n s 
i n t h e c o u n t i e s o f Devon and C o r n w a l l were: 
Cornwall Bodmin. A u g u s t i n i a n p r i o r y . 
Launceston. A u g u s t i n i a n p r i o r y . 
Devon Dunke«-swell. C i s t e r c i a n abbey. 
B u c k f a s t l e i g h . C i s t e r i c a n Abbey. 
E x e t e r . C a t h e d r a l 
Totnes. B e n e d i c t i n e a l i e n p r i o r y . 
T o r r e . Premonstratensian abbey. 
Plympton. A u g u s t i n i a n p r i o r y . 
James h i m s e l f knew of no s u r v i v i n g books from Launceston, Plympton, 
Dunkeswell, Totnes or Torre; he knew o f a few from Bodmin and: B u c k f a s t -
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l e i g h ; and found c o n s i d e r a b l e remains o n l y at Exeter C a t h e d r a l , 
i n c l u d i n g a catalogue. More recent s t u d i e s by Ker (9) bave added 
c o n s i d e r a b l e Information about s u r v i v i n g books, but again tbe o n l y 
s u b s t a n t i a l remains are at Exeter C a t b e d r a l , i n the l i b r a r y e s t a b l i s h e d 
by L e o f r i c . Although medieval Plymouth was r i n g e d aro\ind by nearby 
monastic establishments known t o bave possessed books, i f not l i b r a r i e s , 
t h e r e i s no evidence of monastic books i n Plymouth, nor i s t h e r e any 
evidence t h a t t h e r e were ever s u b s t a n t i a l c o l l e c t i o n s i n the surrounding 
monastic foundations. Davis's l i s t o f c a r t u l a r i e s (10) adds l i t t l e 
t o the p i c t u r e , although he l i s t s a few r e c o r d s si o r v i v i n g from medieval 
r e l i g i o u s foundations from which no books s u r v i v e . F i g u r e 8 shows 
the l o c a t i o n s of the medieval r e l i g i o u s houses i n Devon and C o m w a l l 
which a r e known t o bave contained books and/or from which books s u r v i v e . 
Plymouth contained no academic I n s t i t u t i o n t o i n s p i r e t h e 
development of book c o l l e c t i o n s such as at Oxford and Cambridge. I t 
d i d c o n t a i n a few g u i l d s , but these do not appear t o bave had any 
connection w i t h r e a d i n g and books, u n l i k e the G u i l d of Kaiendars at 
B r i s t o l which e s t a b l i s h e d a l i b r a r y . At Plymouth the known g u i l d s 
were the general freemen's g u i l d , t h e merchant g u i l d which r e g u l a t e d 
t r a d e , a r e l i g i o u s g u i l d of Corpus C h r i s t i and a couple o f i n d i v i d u a i 
c r a f t g u i l d s . Although t h e r e f e r e n c e s t o medieval g u i l d s are scarce 
i n the Plymouth r e c o r d s , these o r g a n i s a t i o n s l e f t t h e i r mark through 
the c e n t u r i e s , f o r the c e n t r e of m u n i c i p a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s s t i l l named 
the G u i l d h a l l and not t h e "Townhall'.' There must bave been m u n i c i p a l 
r e c o r d s , i n c l u d i n g C h a r t e r s , from the time o f Plymouth's i n c o r p o r a t i o n , 
but very l i t t l e s u r v ivesfrom the medieval p e r i o d except a s e r i e s o f 
c o r p o r a t i o n accounts which date from 1486 and are f a i r l y complete from 
t h a t year onwards (11). A few m a n o r i a l r e c o r d s bave su r v i v e d from 
the f o u r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y onwards i n r e l a t i o n t o the manor of Stonehouse, 
but the e a r l i e s t r e c o r d s of the manor of Stoke Damerei were destroyed 
by f i r e i n about the l a t e e ighteenth-century. 
Even though the medieval p e r i o d d i d not, as f a r as i s known, 
see the establishment of any l i b r a r i e s i n the area of the Three Towns 
or i n t h e town o f Plymouth, i t was d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h a t the l o c a i 
communities bacarne more complex, even l a r g a i n t h e case o f Plymouth, 
and the need emerged t o c r e a t e and m a i n t a i n r e c o r d s of v a r i o u s k i n d s . 
Although t h e r e seems t o be no evidence of book production or s c r i p t o r i a , 
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F i g . 8 Medieval r e l i g i o u s houses which possessed books 
Key.to t h e o r d e r s and foundations. 
1. S t . M i c h a e l ' s Mount. Archpresbytery. 
2. Canonsleigh. A u g u s t i n i a n . 
3. H a r t l a n d . A u g u s t i n i a n 
4. Launceston. A u g u s t i n i a n . 
5. Plympton. A u g u s t i n i a n . 
6. Bodmin. B e n e d i c t i n e , and F r a n c i s c a n . 
7. E x e t e r . B e n e d i c t i n e ; Dominican; F r a n c i s c a n ; C a t h e d r a l . 
8. P i l t o n . B e n e d i c t i n e . 
9. S t . Germans. B e n e d i c t i n e , l a t e r A u g u s t i n i a n . 
10. T a v i s t o c k . B e n d i c t i n e 
11. Totnes. B e n e d i c t i n e a l i e n . 
12. Tywardreath. B e n e d i c t i n e a l i e n . 
13. B u c k f a s t . C i s t e r c i a n . 
14. Buckland. C i s t e r c i a n . 
15. Dunkeswell. C i s t e r c i a n . 
16. Newenham. C i s t e r c i a n . 
17. C r e d i t o n . C o l l e g i a t e church. 
18. O t t e r y St. Mary. P a r i s h . c h u r c h . 
19. T r u r o . Dominican. 
20. South Molton. P a r i s h church. 
(based on i n f o r m a t i o n i n KER's Medieval l i b r a r i e s of Great B r i t a i n ) 
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books c o u l d be foxind i n t b e c o u n t i e s o f Devon and C o r n w a l l , i n c l u d i n g 
t b e v i c i n i t y of t h e town o f Plymouth and the manors o f Stonehouse and 
Stoke Damerel. P r o b a b l y t h e s i t e s l i s t e d i n t h e Registrum were even 
de s e r v i n g o f the a p p e l l a t i o n " l i b r a r i e s " , although t h e evidence o f 
s u r v i v i n g books can o n l y prove t h i s i n the case of Exeter C a t h e d r a l . 
A l l o f these t h i n g s were i n s t r u m e n t a l i n g r a d u a l l y forming a t h i n 
veneer of l i t e r a c y and aweureness o f books cimong the governing c l a s s 
and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i n t h e community. At the v e r y end of t h e medieval 
p e r i o d the p r i n t i n g p r e s s made an unexpected appearance i n t h e county 
o f Devon, at T a v i s t o c k Abbey not f a r from Plymouth; two s u r v i v i n g works 
from t h i s press show t h a t i t was i n o p e r a t i o n from at l e a s t 1525 t o 
1534, and i t i s thought t h a t a f t e r t he d i s s o l u t i o n o f the monastery 
some of the m a t e r i a l s might have passed i n t o p r i v a t e hands i n E x e t e r , 
although no f u r t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s r e s u l t e d . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h i s does 
show t h a t something was known o f p r i n t e d books i n t h e a r e a , and' indeed 
i t would be s u r p r i s i n g i f some co p i e s had not a l r e a d y found t h e i r way 
i n t o Plymouth from London through at l e a s t merchants i n v o l v e d i n the 
c o a s t i n g t r a d e . 
3.3 The o r i g i n and h i s t o r y of p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s i n t h e 
Three-Tovnris. 
The second h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y was a time o f much 
p r o s p e r i t y f o r the town o f Plymouth, w i t h i t s involvement i n voyages 
of d i s c o v e r y and new t r a d e c o n t a c t s , and the surge i n m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y . 
The need f o r l i t e r a c y and education was a p p r e c i a t e d t o at l e a s t a 
l i m i t e d e x tent, as was shown by the foundation o f t h e C o r p o r a t i o n Grammar 
School i n 1551 through p u b l i c s u b s c r i p t i o n . I t provided a c l a s s i c a l 
education, which presupposes t h a t a b a s i c l i t e r a c y i n E n g l i s h had 
a l r e a d y been ac q u i r e d . I t seems reasonable t o assume t h a t t h e r e 
e x i s t e d some l i t e r a c y amongst those who were i n v o l v e d i n t h e growing 
t r a d e and commerce, and t h a t t h e grammar school was a means t o educate 
t h e f u t u r e p r o f e s s i o n a l men o f the area. There i s no i n d i c a t i o n t h a t 
l i t e r a c y was seen as a n y t h i n g more than an e s s e n t i a l a i d t o b u s i n e s s , 
and the concept o f a l o v e o f books and l e a r n i n g f o r i t s own sake had 
yet t o emerge. P r o b a b l y many people were i n a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n t o 
S i r F r a n c i s Drake, who has been de s c r i b e d by a biographer as " i l l -
educated but not i l l i t e r a t e ' , ' having been taught t o read and educated 
p r i m a r i l y on the Bible and Foxe's Book of martyrs. [12). Books were scarce 
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but c o u l d be obtained from London or Oxford and Cambridge by those 
w i t h t h e money and i n c l i n a t i o n . The t o w n s f o l k o f Plymouth seem, t o 
have contained many who had t h e money; but d i d they have t h e i n c l i n a t i o n ? 
W i l l s provide a u s e f u l guide t o t h e e x i s t e n c e o f books i n 
p r i v a t e hands, and the a t t i t u d e o f t h e i r owners t o them. The l o c a l 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f d e p o s i t e d w i l l s and thé d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e probate 
r e c o r d s f o r t h e Diocese o f E x e t e r i n 1942 means t h a t t h e number of 
o r i g i n a l w i l l s are l i m i t e d , but f o r t u n a t e l y i t has been p o s s i b l e t o 
examine photocopies of a l a r g e group of Plymouth w i l l s from the 
P r e r o g a t i v e Court of Canterbury, and the a b s t r a c t s o f Devon w i l l s which 
were compiled before 1942. Together, they c a s t c o n s i d e r a b l e l i g h t on 
the a t t i t u d e towards books shown by people who l i v e d i n t h e Three Towns. 
The group o f Plymouth w i l l s proved before the P r e r o g a t i v e 
Court of Canterbury (13) c o n s i s t s o f 152 w i l l s , o f which two were p r e -
150O, f i f t y were s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , n i n e t y e i g h t were seventeenth-century 
and two were post 1700. The m a j o r i t y were w r i t t e n between 1550 and 
1650. Most of the w i l l s s t a t e d the occupation o f t h e t e s t a t o r s , which 
were: 58 merchants, 18 seamen, 16 gentlemen, 9 widows and s p i n s t e r s , 
4 p r o f e s s i o n a l men, 3 tradesmen, 1 servant and 1 fisherman; t h e other 
42 were not s t a t e d , but among the occupations which were s p e c i f i e d t h e r e 
are many of t h e p o t e n t i a l l y most i n t e r e s t i n g groupe t h e merchants, who 
might be expected t o a f f o r d books, some gentlemen who might have had t h e 
education t o a p p r e c i a t e and c o l l e c t books, and some p r o f e s s i o n a l men who-
might have had s p e c i a l need o f books. What a c t u a l l y emerged was t h a t 
o n l y e i g h t out of the 152 w i l l s mentioned books, and t h e s e were i n the 
w i l l s o f 2 merchants, 1 gentleman, 2 seamen, and 3. p r o f e s s i o n a l men. 
Only one o f these eight was dated before 1600, and t h a t was the w i l l o f 
the merchant Ma r t i n Whyte, who i n 1598 bequeathed: 
"To the Churchwardens o f the town of Plymouth one book of 
mar t y r s , bound w i t h boards t o remain w i t h i n t h e p a r i s h 
church chained i n some place'.' (14) 
T h i s seems t o be the e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e t o p u b l i c access t o any book 
i n t h e Three Towns and w i l l be r e f e r r e d t o again l a t e r i n connection w i t h 
endowed l i b r a r i e s . Thè o t h e r w i l l s c o n t a i n v a r y i n g degrees of i n f o r m a t i o n 
and are reviewed i n a b r o a d l y c h r o n o l o g i c a l order. The, next w i l l t o 
mention books i s the one made by W i l l i a m Kemp (15), master o f the Grammar 
School and author of t h e t r e a t i s e on education which has a l r e a d y been 
mentioned; he simply bequeathed " a l l my bookes" t o h i s son W i l l i a m Kemp 
loo. 
„Ith no i n d i c a t i o n of the s i z e o f h i s c o l l e c t i o n . S i m i l a r l y , i n 
1622 the p h y s i c i a n Richard I s t e e d (16) l e f t h i s books e n t i r e l y to h i s 
son Thomas, except such E n g l i s h d i v i n i t y books as b i s executors thought 
s u i t a b l e f o r the use of h i s w i f e and c h i l d r e n . Richard King of 
Plymouth, a p u r s e r , d i e d i n 1627 and b i s w i l l again mentions " a l l my 
books" but no d e t a i l s (17). Another seaman, F r a n c i s G r e i p , apparently 
had some books besides those o f r e l e v a n c e t o b i s occupation, f o r i n 
1640 he made the bequest t h a t i f e i t h e r of h i s sons was i n c l i n e d t o be 
a seaman he should bave " a l i my p l o t t e s and other Instruments t h a t 
belong t o the Seas',' the other son t o bave a l i b i s books except "my sea-
bookes which he s h a l l bave t h a t useth the Seas" (18). Matthew N i c h o l s 
o f Plymouth, a preacher, whose w i l l was preved i n 1631 seems t o bave had 
a s u b s t a n t i a l c o l l e c t i o n which he i n s t r u c t e d b i s three executors t o 
s o r t out. His w i f e was i n s t r u c t e d t o keep such books as might be of 
use t o h i s son John, and i n t h i s she was t o be advised by h i s f r i e n d 
John V i n c e n t ; b i s papers and notes were t o be disposed of by Mr. V i n c e n t 
and the o t h e r two executors, one of whom was Abraham S h e r w i l l , but 
f i r s t they were t o s o r t out anything they considered f i t t o be p u b l i s h e d , 
o f which b i s wife was t o bave the b e n e f i t , and anything which might 
h e l p h i s son i n h i s s t u d i e s , and anything which might be u s e f u l " f o r 
the p u b l i c good of the Church',' the l a t t a r presumably r e f e r r i n g t o making 
i t a v a i l a b l e through p u b l i c a t i o n and not by p u b l i c access t o manuscripts. 
F i n a l l y , each of h i s executors was t o choose a hook from h i s study, and 
Abraham S h e r w i l l was to choose "out of my b e s t E n g l i s h books" a volijme 
each f o r h i s f a t h e r , mother, w i f e , and ber b r o t h e r and s i s t e r (19). 
Thomas S h e r w i l l , a w e l l known and wealthy merchant, d i d not r e f e r 
s p e c i f i c a l l y i n h i s w i l l dated 1627 t o any books i n h i s own p o s s e s s i o n , 
but made p r o v i s i o n f o r one group of nephews and nieces t o r e c e i v e one 
or more d i v i n i t y books to the v a l u e of 5s., and another group t o r e c e i v e 
"The practise of Christianitie" or some "good hook" of the same v a l u e ( 2 0 ) . 
That w i l l i s of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t because i t seems t o suggest the 
purchase o f m u l t i p l e copies of the s p e c i f i e d hook or i t s e q u i v a l e n t , 
and i f t h a t i s the c o r r e c t I n t e r p r e t a t i o n i t seems t o presuppose no 
p a r t i c u l a r d i f f i c u l t y i n o b t a i n i n g these works. The l a s t w i l l i n t h i s 
group i s much l a t e r , 1700, by S i r George Treby, gentleman, who d e s i r e d 
t h a t " a l i my books, e s p e c i a l l y Law bookes be d i v i d e d between my two sonns 
i n such manner as my Executors s h a l l t h i n k f i t t i ' (21) 
The f i r s t group of w i l l s might be expected t o be ,the most 
i n t e r e s t i n g , f o r the P r e r o g a t i v e Court of Canterbury normally c o n t a i n s 
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the w i l l s of important people and those whose property was in more 
than one Diocese, viz. those who were probably amongst the more wealthy 
inhabitants of a place. The w i l l s of the Diocesan Probate Registry 
might be expected to be of a somewhat humbler cross-section of the popu­
lation, although the distinctions drawn above are only generalisations 
and not hard divisions. In the Abstracts of Devon wills produced by 
Olive Moger (22) are details of many thousands of wills from a l l over 
Devon, arrcuiged alphabetically by surname in f i f t y typescript volumes. 
These volumes were scanned for references to Plymouth, Stonehouse or 
the parish of stoke Damerel (as they generally predate Dock). Only ten 
of the abstracts or attached inventories contain references to books, 
although i t i s possible that the original inventories might have contained 
references which were not included in the abstract, for example when a 
simple to t a l value was placed on a l l the goods in the inventory. The 
ten references which have been retrieved are a l l seventeenth-century. 
In 1601 the inventory of Edward Baker, apothecary, included "certain 
f i s i c h books i n the shop 16s.", which probably refers to his working 
collection (23). The gentleman and physician John Nicholls of East 
Stonehouse, 1625, had a collection of about 600 volumes which he directed 
to be divided between his five grandchildren (24); this suggests that 
his library was a general one rather than primarily a professional 
medical collection. Another physician, John Peryham of Plymouth, 
made his bequest in 1637 as follows: 
"To my eldest son Richard Peryam, clothes, phisicke 
books and other books being in number about 232 great 
and small with the three tables of anatomie,...'.' (25) 
The inventory estimated the value of these books to be £30, averaging 
about 30d. each. 
The last two wills described above definitely refer to a 
quantity of books which can be recognised as private l i b r a r i e s , and this 
i s not surprising for professional men. At a more humble level, even 
a single work can be a prized possession worth separate itemisation in 
a w i l l ; such a bequest was that of Mary Morgan of Plymouth who bequeathed 
her Bible to Walter Morgan in 1650 (26). Eight years earlier, the 
inventory of another Plymouth widow, Mary Tucker, showed her to possess 
three bibles and other books which were valued together at £1. 3s. 4. (27). 
Clergymen might be expected to have comparatively large private l i b r a r i e s , 
and i n the case of Samuel Austin of Stonehouse (28) more than one third 
of the t o t a l value of the inventory made in 1671 was comprised "in 
books £25. 13. 6"; he bequeathed to his daughter a copy of Christopher 
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Lowe's Sermons, but u n l i k e the other p r o f e s s i o n a l men made no 
s p e c i f i c bequest of h i s l i b r a r y - perhaps he had no son to f o l l o w 
i n b i s p r o f e s s i o n . Another clergyman, Nathan Jacobs of Plymouth, 
l e f t h i s books i n 1689 t o h i s nephew "... i f he be educated t o the 
m i n i s t r y (29) . The p h y s i c i a n R i c h a r d I n g l e t t of Plymouth made 
h i s books h i s f i r s t considération i n h i s w i l l : 
"To my son Theodore a l l my books except my l i t t l e 
b i b l e and concordances'.' (30) 
The c o l l e c t i o n was probably comparatively s m a l l , w i t h the books i n 
h i s study being valued at £10, which, i f taken a t the average value of 
Peryham's books, suggests about 80 volvmies. The l a s t w i l l i n t h i s 
group i s t h a t o f N i c h o l a s S h e r w i l l , gentleman and member of a prominent 
f a m i l y o f Plymouth merchants; i n 1696 the books i n h i s study were valued 
at £30, which suggests a c o l l e c t i o n of about 200 - 250 volumes. 
In the w i l l s d e s c r i b e d above there i s d i r e c t évidence of the 
présence o f some hook c o l l e c t i o n s i n the Three Towns, mostly a t Plymouth 
but w i t h two références from Stonehouse and none from Stoke Damerei . 
In most cases where the c o l l e c t i o n was e v i d e n t l y s i z e a b l e , the t e s t a t o r 
was a member of the medicai p r o f e s s i o n , a clergyman or a teacher, and 
they seem t o share a general concern t h a t t h e i r books, which had probably 
been gathered together w i t h some d i f f i c u l t y , s h o u l d pass t o the son or 
nephew expected t o f o l l o w i n the t e s t a t o r ' s p r o f e s s i o n . There are 
i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t these p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s , f o r i t seems f a i r t o term them 
as such, a l s o contained general works such as might be expected i n an 
educated man's l i b r a r y , and a l i p r obably had the number of " E n g l i s h 
d i v i n i t y books" mentioned or h i n t e d a t i n some o f them. 
For every w i l l examined and found t o c o n t a i n références t o 
books, another twenty or more were found not t o c o n t a i n any références; 
but i t would not be q u i t e f a i r to conclude t h a t o n l y about 5% of these 
t e s t a t o r s possessed books. F r e q u e n t l y w i l l s c o n t a i n the phrases such 
as "goods and c h a t t e l s " , " p e r s o n a l t y " , " r e s i d u e o f my e s t a t e " , etc.and 
these c o u l d bave i n c l u d e d books which the t e s t a t o r had not seen f i t t o 
bequeath s e p a r a t e l y and s p e c i f i c a l l y . N e v e r t h e l e s s there are two s t r e n g 
i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t the ownership of books was not widespread amongst 
those who made w i l l s , and they are d e r i v e d from the two extremes of 
p o s s e s s i o n s . People who had comparatively l i t t l e t o bequeath, of whom 
there were i n c r e a s i n g numbers i n the seventeenth-century (such as 
w idows and s m a l l tradesmen whose e s t a t e might be v a l u e d at £10 or l e s s ) 
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normally d e t a i l e d a l l o f t h e i r p r o p e r t y . Sometimes the items were 
s p l i t i n t o s i n g l e u n i t s , such as one b o l s t e r , one sheet, one spoon, 
and they i n c l u d e d i t e m i s e d wearing apparel; people who were concerned 
w i t h the sm a l l d e t a i l o f t h e i r property i n t h i s way were most u n l i k e l y 
t o have omitted any r e f e r e n c e t o a book of any d e s c r i p t i o n i n t h e i r 
p ossession. At the other extreme, an i n d i c a t i o n a r i s e s from the 
d i s p o s a l of p r o p e r t y by the w e l l - t o - d o ; i n e v i t a b l y i t i s a m a t e r i a l i s t i c 
d i s p o s a l . For these people, the customary f i r s t bequest was a c h a r i ­
t a b l e one, i n the form o f money or endowments f o r the housing and 
maintenance of the s i c k and poor, such as the almshouses b u i l t by the 
Fownes merchants (31), and the support of the H o s p i t a l of Poor's 
P o r t i o n . In the s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y there were many bequests t o the 
White F r i a r s , the Grey F r i a r s , and the Magdalen, f o r the poor and s i c k . 
Nothing comes through i n terms of the e d i f i c a t i o n of the gene r a l p u b l i c 
a p a r t from the one r e f e r e n c e t o a book to be chained i n S t . Andrew's 
church. I f there had been any form of m u n i c i p a l or other endowed 
l i b r a r y i t seems reasonable t o suppose t h a t some r e f e r e n c e would have 
been made among the hundreds o f l o c a l w i l l s examined. 
From the second h a l f 'of the seventeenth-century some evidence 
about the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f books can be found i n the works p u b l i s h e d by 
l o c a l authors. Some of t h e i r w r i t i n g s , such as the simple p i e s t i c 
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prose and poems of the nonconformist m i n i s t e r Abraham Cheare, r e l y on 
the Bible and quote no other t r a c e a b l e sources; but other authors, such 
as John G i l b e r t , V i c a r of S t . Andrew's, had no h e s i t a t i o n i n proving 
h i s p o i n t s by r e f e r e n c e t o a v a r i e t y of books.- One of h i s p u b l i s h e d 
sermons (32), preached on 30 January 1698/9, c o n t a i n s a preface i n 
which he defended King Charles the Martyr; i n t h i s , he quotes from over 
t h i r t y works, i n E n g l i s h , L a t i n and Greek, on p o l i t i c s , h i s t o r y , biography 
law and general prose w r i t i n g s . G i l b e r t was a Canon of Exeter, and h i s 
sermon was p r i n t e d a t E x e t e r , so i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t he consulted some 
of h i s references t h e r e , perhaps i n the C a t h e d r a l L i b r a r y ; but i t seems 
l i k e l y from h i s e v i d e n t f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h h i s t e x t s t h a t he had copies i n 
h i s own pos s e s s i o n . S i m i l a r l y , the p u b l i s h e d works of the wellknown 
Plymouth p h y s i c i a n John Huxham (1692-1768) are studded w i t h innumerable 
q u o t a t i o n s . One of these works, Observationes de aere et inorbis 
epidemicus, 1739, c o n t a i n s s p e c i f i c marginal r e f e r e n c e s t o : c l a s s i c a l 
authors such as A r i s t o t l e , Caesar, C i c e r o , Horace, Ovid and Seneca, and 
the ancient medical works of Hippocrates and C e l s u s ; t o medieval medical 
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wDrksof Galen and Bacon; and r e c e n t medical a u t h o r i t i e s of the new 
sch o o l s of thought such as Cheyne, Hoffman, Mead, Sydenham, and h i s own 
teacher Herman Boerhaave. A l l of these works were e s s e n t i a l i n the 
éducation and t r a i n i n g o f p h y s i c i a n s of the p e r i o d , f i r s t the c l a s s i c s 
i n which t o gain the mastery o f the L a t i n language which was the language 
of medicine a t that time, then the standard works of Hippocrates eind 
Galen who were s t i l i much re s p e c t a d although new knowledge was being 
developed, and f i n a l l y the r e c e n t p u b l i c a t i o n s r e q u i r e d by a p h y s i c i a n 
i n order t o keep up-to-date. I t i s unthinkable t h a t Huxham would not 
bave possessed these items i n b i s p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r y f o r immediate 
référence. 
In the case o f another Plymouth medicai man, James Yonge, born 
i n 1641, there i s not o n l y the évidence of b i s p r o f e s s i o n a l p u b l i c a t i o n s 
but the f i r s t - h a n d account contained i n b i s Journal (33). H i s a t t i t u d e 
to books and expériences i n o b t a i n i n g them must bave been p a r a l l e l e d by 
many young p r o f e s s i o n a l men from the area, and w i l l be quoted i n scane 
d e t a i l . At the age of nin e Yonge could read and w r i t e w e l l and had 
lea r n e d the éléments of L a t i n a t the Grammar School. H i s f a t h e r then 
a p p r e n t i c e d him to a n a v a l surgeon, and he spent much time a t sea d u r i n g 
the next f i v e years; b i s master then r e t i r e d , and Yonge, s t i l i p e n n i l e s s , 
was boxind apprentice t o h i s own f a t h e r . On completion of h i s a p p r e n t i c e -
ship hewent to sea again as a surgeon; by t h i s time, although he was so 
poor t h a t he "had not the common n e c e s s a r i e s t h a t every s a i l o r had',' he 
d i d possess a few books, probably of anatomy and surgery f o r t h a t was 
the province of a surgeon and he r e f e r s o c c a s i o n a l l y t o " l o o k i n g over my 
books" i n connection w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g cases he met. He managed t o save 
h i s p r e c i o u s books when captured and imprisoned i n Rotterdam but they 
were l a t e r c o n f i s c a t e d i n p r i s o n . On r e t u r n i n g to England he had t o 
s t a r t again, and managed t o a c q u i r e a few books before s a i l i n g f o r 
Newfoundland as surgeon on a f i s h i n g v e s s e l . There, "having now more 
l e i s u r e ... and b e t t e r s t o c k t w i t h books, ... I a p p l i e d myself t o study'.' 
On r e t u r n i n g home he s e t up p r a c t i c a and began to achieve some réputation 
f o r a few specta c u l a r cures. He married, and through h i s w i f e ' s f a m i l y 
o b t a i n e d a l u c r a t i v e p o s t of n a v a l surgeon a t Plymouth, so t h a t from 
1673 b i s f i n a n c i a l problems were r e s o l v e d and he could a f f o r d the books 
he needed f o r h i s p r o f e s s i o n and a l s o i n support of h i s deep i n t e r e s t i n 
the new developments i n s c i e n c e g e n e r a l l y . He became acquainted w i t h 
Robert Hooke of the Royal S o c i e t y and other members. On a v i s i t to London 
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d u r i n g which he renewed these acquaintances, he a l s o records an 
episode of book-buying: 
"My business being done, 1 went about and bought books, 
medicines, goods, c l o t h e s , e t c . , f o r myself and f r i e n d s , 
l a y i n g out f o r others £175" (34) 
The commissioning of f r i e n d s on v i s i t s t o London was probably common 
p r a c t i c a , and i t seems l i k e l y t h a t i t was o n l y by such v i s i t s t o London 
t h a t a p r o f e s s i o n a l man could a c q u i r e b i s s p e c i a l i s e d t e x t s ( v i d . i n f . 
Chapter 9 ) . Yonge had e v i d e n t l y been able t o a c q u i r e a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
c o l l e c t i o n , f o r when a Plymouth d o c t o r d i s p u t a d one of Yonge's cvu:es 
by s a y i n g t h a t wounds of the b r a i n were i n c u r a b l e , 
" I challenged him t o a meeting a t the c o f f e e house where I 
undertook t o prove by a t l e a s t 60 authors ( h a l f o f which he 
never heard of) t h a t wounds of the b r a i n were curable'.' (35) 
Yonge was as good as h i s word; he produced the books, and then p u b l i s h e d 
the d e t a i l s of the case. He was h e l d i n h i g h esteem at the Royal 
S o c i e t y and the Royal C o l l e g e of P h y s i c i a n s and met many eminent p r o p l e 
through b i s membership of these o r g a n i s a t i o n s . Sometimes t h i s l e d t o 
donations to h i s p r i v a t e l i b r a r y , such as Clarendon's History of the 
Rebellion which was presented by the author's son. Sometimes he took 
the o p p o r t u n i t y to c o n s u l t books owned by h i s f r i e n d s or p a t i e n t s 
"Dr. C o l l i n s ... a d v i s e d me t o c o n s u l t b i s book. I t o l d 
him I met i t a t Mr. E l l i o t ' s w h i l e I attended him a t b i s 
house, and had bestowed time on i t , and next o p p o r t u n i t y 
would do more'.' (36) 
On many occasions h i s j o u r n a l reveáis an acquaintance w i t h a ränge 
of s u b j e c t s and authors, as do h i s p u b l i c a t i o n s ; f o r example, the 
c l a s s i c s , medical works, a s s o c i a t e d s c i e n c e , botany, chemistry, p o e t r y , 
a s t r o l o g y and astronomy, h i s t o r y , voyages, biography, law, e t c . 
Not every p r o f e s s i o n a l man had the wealth which Yonge managed 
t o a c q u i r e t o b u l l t up h i s l i b r a r y . Amongst the methods p r a c t i s e d were 
copying passages of importance, borrowing froui f r i e n d s , and buying 
secondhand books or even l i b r a r l e s . The Plymouth weekly journal f o r 
the week 9 - 1 6 March 1722 c a r r i e d an advertisement of a book a u c t i o n 
a t Plymouth: 
"A c o l l e c t i o n of v a l u a b l e books i n D i v i n i t y , H i s t o r y and. 
other p a r t s of l e a r n i n g , w i l l be s o l d by a u c t i o n , on Monday 
the 19th. of March n e x t , a t Four a Clock i n the evening, at 
Mrs Armitage's Coffee house i n Plymouth'.' 
So f a r , most of the p r i v a t e l i b r a r l e s found at Plymouth bave 
been p r i m a r i l y the l i b r a r l e s o f p r o f e s s i o n a l men such as James Yonge. 
106. 
What about g e n e r a l f a m i l y l i b r a r i e s ? Wben d i d they become common 
among the middle c l a s s e s ? Here an i n t e r e s t i n g phenomenon emerges. 
I t was i n the l a t a s i x t e e n t h and seventeenth-centuries t h a t the f o r t u n e s 
of many l o c a l f a m i l i e s were made through t r a d e and commerce, and the 
wealth was g r a d u a l l y i n v e s t e d i n l a n d and houses, p r o v i d i n g accumulated 
wealth which was handed down from one g e n e r a t i o n t o another. I t was i n 
the l a t a seventeenth and e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r i e s t h a t the r e v i v a l of 
lecirning brought about a f a s h i o n f o r p r i v a t e gentlemen's l i b r a r i e s 
cind the a c q u i s i t i o n of books and the b u i l d i n g of l i b r a r y rooms i n p r i v a t e 
houses. T h i s p e r i o d c o i n c i d e d i n the area of the Three Towns, e s p e c i a l l y 
i n Plymouth, w i t h r a p i d expansion i n the p o p u l a t i o n . The m i d d l e c l a s s 
houses which were on the o u t s k i r t s of the o l d town were g r a d u a l l y 
e n g u l f e d . i n the expanding urban areas, and the g e n e r a l r e s u l t was t h a t 
important l o c a l f a m i l i e s simply acquired land much f u r t h e r away from 
the towns and b u l l t t h e i r new r e s i d e n c e s t h e r e . In them they o f t e n 
e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r f a m i l y l i b r a r i e s , but the h i s t o r y of these l i b r a r i e s 
f a l l s p r o p e r l y i n the h i s t o r y of l i b r a r i e s of the counties and o u t s i d e 
the g e o g r a p h i c a l l i m i t s s e t f o r t h i s study. One p a r t i c u l a r example, 
however, might be u s e f u l . The Woollcombe f a m i l y acquired as i t s f a m i l y 
residence the Hemerdon e s t a t e , some m i l e s from Plymouth, and b u i l t 
t h e i r country house which contained a l a r g e libreury room. In t h i s room 
there now e x i s t s a f a m i l y l i b r a r y of some 3,000 volumes of general 
l i t e r a t u r e which has been b u i l t _up s i n c e about 1680 by the i n d i v i d u a l 
t a s t e s of each g e n e r a t i o n ; c l a s s i c s , l i t e r a t u r e i n c l u d i n g many e a r l y 
n o v e l s , p l a y s , p o e t r y , n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , l o c a l h i s t o r y , E n g l i s h h i s t o r y , 
naval and m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y , general biography, h e r a l d r y , g e n e r a l s c i e n c e , 
music - these are a l l w e l l represented i n the f a m i l y l i b r a r y which 
represents some three hundred years of f a m i l y h i s t o r y . 
Around the area, too, and not p r o p e r l y a p a r t of t h i s study, 
were the houses of l o c a l n o b i l i t y , i n which l i b r a r i e s e x i s t e d . R i c h a r d 
Carew of Anthony was an ardent b i b l i o p h i l e , but the Anthony House l i b r a r y 
i s not y e t a v a i l a b l e f o r h i s t o r i c a l examination. The Parkers b u i l t 
Saltram House, and the l i b r a r y of t h i s f a m i l y which became the B a r l s of 
Morley c o n t a i n s some 5,000 volumes r e p r e s e n t i n g the b u i l d i n g up of a 
gentLeman's l i b r a r y of the eighteenth-century. Mount Edgcumbe House, 
the seat of the B a r l s of Mount Edgcumbe s i n c e about 1550 had a f i n e 
l i b r a r y which was destroyed by f i r e . The consequence of these e a r l y 
moves i n t o the surrounding c o u n t r y s i d e by f i r s t the n o b i l i t y and then 
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many of the m i d d l e - c l a s s f a m i l i e s , was t h a t the Three Towns were 
never the homes of p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s on a s c a l e worth s p e c i a l study. 
The p r o f e s s i o n a l men had t h e i r p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s f o r p r o f e s s i o n a l 
reasons b a s i c a l l y and added other m a t e r i a l a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r means 
and i n c l i n a t i o n s . Other people acquired a few books, perhaps f o r 
education or p l e a s u r e . In 1845 an eminent l o c a l s c h o l a r was able 
t o w r i t e t h a t : 
" ... w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of Mr. Howard's l i b r a r y a t H a r t l e y , 
since the d i s p e r s a l o f Mr. Murray's l i b r a r y , we possess 
very few p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s of v a l u e e i t h e r i n the town 
or neighbourhoodV (37) 
Mr. Howard was an e x p e r t on P e r s i a n poetry and a l o c a l schoolmaster; 
no other reference has been found e i t h e r t o b i s l i b r a r y or t h a t of 
Mr. Murray, and, w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the C o t t o n i a n L i b r a r y which was 
imported i n t o the area and w i l l be d e s c r i b e d i n Chapter 4 w i t h i t s 
host l i b r a r y , the h i s t o r y o f l o c a l p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s v i r t u a l l y ends 
a t t h i s p o i n t . I t i s now necessary t o go back i n time again and 
look a t other types of l i b r a r y t o be found i n the Three Towns before 
the mid eighteenth-century. 
3.4 Endowed l i b r a r i e s . 
In the two c e n t u r i e s f o l l o w i n g the Reformation i n England a 
l a r g e number of s m a l l l i b r a r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d , o f t e n l i t t l e known 
i n d i v i d u a l l y , and not easy t o b r i n g i n t o a framework f o r study. The 
most s u c c e s s f u l attempt t o view these l i b r a r i e s as a whole has been 
made by Dr. Thomas K e l l y , who recognised t h a t the b a s i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
common t o the l i b r a r i e s was t h a t they were "created (and sometimes 
maintained), by the g i f t o f an i n d i v i d u a l or i n d i v i d u a l s " (38) , hence 
the g e n e r i c name "endowed" l i b r a r i e s . These l i b r a r i e s can be sub-
d i v i d e d by the nature o f the Controlling a u t h o r i t y ; t h e y c o u l d be 
p a r o c h i a l , m u n i c i p a l , s c h o l a s t i c or independent. Some were even a 
combination of sub-types, such as m u n i c i p a l and p a r o c h i a l at the same 
time. These were t h e f i r s t modern p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , although t h e i r 
stock was h e a v i l y t h e o l o g i c a l , o f t e n much i n L a t i n , Greek or Hebrew, 
and the books were at f i r s t n o r m a l l y f o r r e f e r e n c e o n l y and d i f f i c u l t 
o f access, chained o r l o c k e d i n bookchests e t c . The content o f the 
l i b r a r y was the c h o i c e o f the donor, and u s u a l l y no money was provided 
t o maintain the l i b r a r y , which i s why so many soon d e c l i n e d . K e l l y 
has i d e n t i f i e d two main p e r i o d s i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h i s type o f l i b r a r y 
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movement; f i r s t , from t h e Reformation t o about 1680, the time o f the 
e a r l y spread of endowed l i b r a r i e s , i n which about one q u a r t e r were 
foiinded; and secondly, a f t e r 1680, the l a t e r endowed l i b r a r i e s , i n which 
t h e main formation took p l a c e between 1680 and 1720, d e c l i n i n g t h e r e ­
a f t e r , and becoming i n s i g n i f i c a n t by about 1770 as the new s u b s c r i p t i o n 
l i b r a r i e s rose t o overshadow them. The e a r l i e r p e r i o d g e n e r a l l y saw 
t h e main establishment o f endowed l i b r a r i e s i n towns, the l a t e r p e r i o d 
a spread i n t o the r u r a l areas. I t was i n the peak p e r i o d around 1700 
t h a t Dr. Thomas Bray was promoting the systematic p r o v i s i o n o f pairochial 
l i b r a r i e s i n r u r a l areas, and encouraging the foundation o f l e n d i n g 
l i b r a r i e s i n deaneries. 
How d i d the g e n e r a l development and spread o f endowed l i b r a r i e s 
a f f e c t the f a r Southwest, and t h e Three Towns i n p a r t i c u l a r ? In broad 
terms, the examples o f endowed l i b r a r i e s which are o f t e n quoted come 
from any p a r t of England except the Southwest, except the m u n i c i p a l 
l i b r a r y a t B r i s t o l , which, as had been shown i n the l a s t c h a p t e r , was 
a t too great a d i s t a n c e t o be s e r i o u s l y considered as being i n the r e g i o n 
o f the Three Towns. Examples o f endowed l i b r a r i e s are known from Devon 
and C o r n w a l l , p a r t i c u l a r l y through the work of the C e n t r a l C o u n c i l f o r 
t h e care o f Churches (39). The author has examined the r e c o r d s d e p o s i ­
t e d w i t h the C e n t r a l C o u n c i l , and the Cornwall and Devon Record O f f i c e s , 
and has c o n s t r u c t e d the d i s t r i b u t i o n shown i n Figure 9 on t h e b a s i s o f 
t h e s e f i n d i n g s ; although t h e s e f i n d i n g s are not claimed t o be complete 
( f o r much resea r c h needs t o be c a r r i e d out i n t o the two c o u n t i e s ) , they 
do demonstrate t h a t Devon and Cornwall contained s e v e r a l l i b r a r i e s o f the 
endowed type; and i t seems reasonable t o expect t h a t Plymouth, at l e a s t , 
w i l l have had one or more e s t a b l i s h m e n t s of t h a t k i n d because i t was a 
l a r g e populous area w i t h at l e a s t some i n h a b i t a n t s s u f f i c i e n t l y wealthy 
t o p r ovide a l i b r a r y i f t h e y had the i n c l i n a t i o n t o do so. A search 
has revealed t h r e e p o s s i b l e c a n d i d a t e s , a s s o c i a t e d r e s p e c t i v e l y w i t h 
S t . Andrew's Church, the C o r p o r a t i o n Grammar School, and Dr. Thomas Bray. 
3.4,1 Books i n St. Andrew's Church. 
In 1598 M a r t i n Whyte bequeathed "one book o f m a r t y r s " t o 
t h e Churchwardens of t h e town o f Plymouth; the o n l y church at t h a t date 
was St. Andrew's Church. Whyte's i n s t r u c t i o n s were t h a t t h e book should 
be "bound w i t h boards t o remain w i t h i n the p a r i s h chvurch chained i n some 
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F i g . 9 Endowed l i b r a r i e s i n Devon and Cornwall 
1. Bam s t a p l e 
2. B r a t t o n Fleming 
3. C r e d i t o n 
4. Kingsbridge 
5. O t t e r y St. Mary 
6. Plymouth 
7. Plymtree 
8. Slapton 
9. T i v e r t o n 
10. Totnes 
11. Lanteglos-by-Camelford 
12. L o s t w i t h i e l 
13. Newquay 
14. T i d e f o r d 
15. Kenwyn 
16. Landewednack 
17. Landulph. 
18. L a n s a l l o 
19. L i t t l e P e t h e r i c k 
20. St. Dominick 
21. St. Enodoc 
22. Truro 
23. St. Germans 
24. T o r r i n g t o n 
Items 1 - 1 4 a r e d e s c r i b e d 
i n t h e CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR 
THE CARE OF CHURCHES 
Parochial l i b r a r i e s of the 
Church of England. 1959. 
Items 1 5 - 2 2 a r e based on 
manuscript n o t e s by M. Hands, 
1950, deposited a t the C e n t r a l 
C o u n c i l f o r t h e Care o f 
Churches. 
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pla c e " (40). I t I s not known why M a r t i n Whyte, the merchant, should 
have made t h i s bequest, but p o s s i b l y he was i n s p i r e d by s i m i l a r examples 
elsewhere which he might have seen on h i s t r a v e l s , o r simply wished t o 
add t o t h e chained Bible which should have been i n t h e church i n c o n f o r ­
mity t o t h e v a r i o u s i n j u n c t i o n s o f t h e s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y which enabled 
anyone who c o u l d read t o have access t o the Bible. Yet, whyte's 
d i r e c t i o n t h a t t h e book should be "chained i n some p l a c e " does not 
sound as though any other works were a l r e a d y a v a i l a b l e , f o r i f t h e r e had 
been, a more n a t u r a l i n s t r u c t i o n would s u r e l y have been t o add t h e volume 
t o t h a t c o l l e c t i o n i n a s p e c i f i e d p l a c e . Perhaps Whyte's was the f i r s t 
volume. A l i s t o f church goods i n 1635 (41) shows t h a t t he books then 
c o n s i s t e d o f : 
"Imprimis. One f a y r e B i b l e o f t h e l a r g e s t volume 
Item. Two bookes o f Common Prayer o f the l a r g e s t volume 
Item. Two books of Mar t y r s , t he one i n E n g l i s h and t h e 
other i n French 
Item. One book, c a l l e d J e w e l l ' s Works 
Item. One book of Homilyes'.' 
An eyewitness account o f the l a t e r days of the t i n y p u b l i c access 
c o l l e c t i o n i s provided by John H a r r i s , who wrote i n 1806: 
"In t h e Chancel c l o s e by t h e east door t h e r e was on 
S h e l f Fox's Ac t s et Monuments o f the C h r i s t i a n Church 
(the f o l i o E d i t i o n i n B l a c k l e t t e r two l a r g e volumes i n 
t h e i r place) t he second volume i n which t h e r e was a number 
of P l a t e s which was t o r n out by the Boys and t h e r e were 
always i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y d r i v e n from them t^en t o the g r i e f o f 
the yovmg Student more e s p e c i a l l y as t h e o r i g i n a l c o p i e s were 
v e r y scarce and i t being q u i t e u n p o l i t e f o r the e l d e r branches 
o f s o c i e t y t o be seen lou n g i n g over these o l d fashioned 
Books - so they were very l i t t l e used they been removed 15 
or more years why I do not know or where and no t h i n g 
p l a c e d i n t h e i r room'.' (42) 
Probably t h e volumes had been removed by t h e Churchwardens i n t o s a f e r 
custody. The Churchwardens' Accounts s u r v i v e from 1780, and open 
w i t h a l i s t o f church goods i n c l u d i n g "One Book o f H o m i l i e s , Three Books 
of M a r t y r s " , i n a d d i t i o n t o the s e t s o f s e r v i c e books f o r common use. 
These were repeated i n the i n v e n t o r i e s u n t i l 1818, a f t e r which o n l y t he 
church p l a t e was l i s t e d , and a p e n c i l note o f l a t e r date simply added 
t h a t "Books f o r the Mayor & Aldermen e t c . not brought forward" (43). 
The Church o f St. Andrews does s t i l l possess some o l d a r c h i v e s , which 
are not a v a i l a b l e f o r i n s p e c t i o n , so i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t more l i g h t 
might be shed upon t h i s minute p a r o c h i a l l i b r a r y at some f u t u r e date. 
The p a r i s h o f Ch a r l e s Church was c r e a t e d i n 1661, but no 
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trace has been found of a library there, unless one reference in the 
Churchwardens' Accounts of 1724 to the purchase of two books is inter­
preted in a l i b r a r y context. It seems more l i k e l y , however, that the 
expenditure should be interpeted in terms of service books, which were 
purchased from time to time (44). 
3.4.2 The Library of the Plymouth Corporation Grammar School. 
The Grammar School was founded by the Corporation by public 
subscription in 1561, and for many years i t was housed in an almshouse 
chapel, with rooms for the master over i t . The cvurriculiim was a 
classi c a l education, as already described by the schoolmaster William 
Kempe in 1588, in his treatise on education (vid. sup. p. 73 ). 
Clearly there must have been,some textbooks available for the pupils' 
use, as they were required to become fluent in Latin, and have some 
knowledge of Greek and Hebrew, which required considerable practice in 
reading and translating these languages, and a familiarity at least with 
the common c l a s s i c a l authors such as Caesar, Livy, Tacitus, etc. Schools 
such as those at Guildford and Shrewsbury had begun to acquire l i b r a r i e s 
by 1600, but at Plymouth there was no library for the f i r s t century of 
the school's history. In about 1658 the school moved to a newly built 
schoolhouse in the Hospital of Orphans' Aid, and i t was soon after this, 
in 1669, that the l i b r a r y was fovinded through the bequest of Justinian 
Peard, a former mayor of Plymouth and a man who had shown interest in the 
Grammar School in his lifetime. His bequest was: 
"To the Free School in Plymouth Ten Pounds to buy bookes 
for the use of poore boyes and to remain in the said 
School to begin a Library'.' (45) 
The sum of ten pounds would have been sufficient to buy perhaps a 
hundred volumes or more i f i t was expended on school texts, but nothing 
i s known of either the way the bequest was carried into effect or of the 
history of the l i b r a r y for another two hundred years. In about 1863 
a local historian noted that: 
"A small l i b r a r y i s attached to the school. It i s now, 
however, used as headquarters for the Volunteer Rifles, 
the School having, to the shame of the Corporation, been 
permitted to be removed to a private dwelling house'.' (46) 
The reference seems to imply a library room of some sort rather than 
a collection of books, and this might prove important in connection 
with the interpretation of Bray's account which follows in the next 
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s u b s e c t i o n , f o r the b u i l d i n g which the School had j u s t vacated and 
t o which the small l i b r a r y was attached was the schoolhouse i n the 
H o s p i t a l o f Orphan's A i d , where the l i b r a r y of 1659 would bave been 
e s t a b i i s b e d . The o f f i c i a i h i s t o r i a n o f the Plymouth Corporation 
Grammar School, C.W. Bracken, b e l i e v e d t h a t the s c h o o l l i b r a r y probably 
continued from 1659 and f o r most of the school's l a t e r b i s t o r y , although 
he found no evidence t o support t h i s , and was unable t o f i n d any books 
which might bave s u r v i v e d from the school l i b r a r y (47) 
3.4.3 Dr. Bray and l i b r a r i e s at Plymouth. 
The most famous founder of endowed l i b r a r i e s was Dr. Thomas 
Bray, who was p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned w i t h foxonding l i b r a r i e s f o r t h e 
c l e r g y i n England and Wales and i n Maryland U.S.A. (48). H i s e a r l i e s t 
e f f o r t was a scheme f o r a l e n d i n g l i b r a r y i n e v e r y deanery, and between 
1695 and 1699 he gave g r a n t s o f £1 - £10 towards t h e establishment o f 
t h i r t y s i x l e n d i n g l i b r a r i e s i n Montgomeryshire and s i x t e e n E n g l i s h co\an-
t i e s (49). In December 1699 Bray set o f f on a m i s s i o n a r y joumey t o 
Maryland, but he l e f t w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f f u r t h e r i n g h i s l e n d i n g 
l i b r a r y scheme at t h e p o r t s en r o u t e , f o r he was a l r e a d y p a r t i c u l a r l y 
aware of the p o t e n t i a l v a l u e o f l i b r a r i e s at s e a p o r t s . The manuscripts 
and p u b l i c a t i o n s relevcint t o t h e Plymouth episode are not r e a d i l y 
a c c e s s i b l e i n t h i s c o u n t r y , and these sources w i l l t h e r e f o r e be quoted 
f u l l y , commencing w i t h a d e s c r i p t i o n o f Bray's a t t i t u d e t o t h i s . mattar 
o f l i b r a r i e s at s e aports. 
"He had observed l o n g before t h i s , t h a t t h e M i s s i o n a r i e s 
were o f t e n d e t a i n e d s e v e r a l weeks, and sometimes months, 
i n our s e a - p o r t s , before they c o u l d go o f f , more e s p e c i a l l y 
i n time o f war, when not o n l y the want o f wind, but of 
convoys, occasioned such st a y . And he had o f t e n r e f l e c t e d 
upon i t , as o f consequence t o them, t o have a l i b r a r y i n 
each of t h e sea-ports where they u s u a l l y embark, i n which 
they might study d u r i n g t h e i r stay on shore; and t h i s , not 
o n l y t h a t t h e y might l o s e no time toward t h e i r b e t t e r 
improvement, but t o prevent a l so the expence and scandal 
t o which t h e y might be exposed, by s a u n t e r i n g away whole 
hours t o g e t h e r i n coffee-houses, or perhaps l e s s sober 
plac e s . But c o u l d t h e y have a l i b r a r y i n each o f those 
p o r t s t o be i n a l i t h e time they would spare from t h e i r 
meals, and where they might r e c r e a t e themselves, a f t e r hard 
study, w i t h t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n o f t h e i r b r e t h r e n , whether 
f e l l o w m i s s i o n a r i e s , or the s e a - c h a p l a i n s , or other 
ingenious passengers i n p o r t ; and were t h e use o f those 
l i b r a r i e s s t r i c t l y enjoined them at t h e i r departure; he 
presumed, s c a r c e l y any t h i n g would c o n t r i b u t e more t o the 
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advantage cind réputation o f our mis s i o n s and m i s s i o n a r i e s : 
the p o r t s being g e n e r a l l y v e r y loose p l a c e s , and dangerous 
f o r young men t o abide i n lo n g ; and where, without 
employment and a s u i t a b l e r e t i r e m e n t , tbey w i l l be much 
exjsosed t o sucb temptations as w i l l s t a i n t b e i r c h a r a c t e r s . 
Upon which considération, and presuming w i t b a l , t h a t , i f 
tb e foundation o f sucb sea-port l i b r a r i e s were once l a i d 
but by a few books, i t would be no great d i f f i c u l t y t o 
o b t a i n considérable a d d i t i o n s from t he b e n e f a c t i o n s o f the 
s e a - o f f i c e r s , who are u s u a l l y generous enough, as w e l l as 
from other gentlemen, i f t h e c l e r g y i n such p l a c e s would 
be zealous and a c t i v e i n promoting t h e d e s i g n ; he formed 
proper p r o p o s a i s f o r t h e r a i s i n g such l i b r a r i e s , obtained 
some ben e f a c t i o n s toward making a beginning, and took along 
w i t h him some books t o d e p o s i t f o r t h a t purpose i n each 
po r t as should happen i n b i s way, (50) 
Armed w i t h t h i s I n t e n t i o n and some s u p p l i e s of books, Bray set o f f f o r 
Maryland. H i s ship c a l l e d a t Gravesend and Deal, àt each o f which 
he l e f t a box of books t o s t a r t a l i b r a r y , t ogether w i t h c o p i e s of the 
r u l e s and régulations he had had p r i n t e d f o r t b e i r use. On 24 December 
1699 he reached Plymouth, where the s h i p stayed u n t i l 4 January. Düring 
th e Christmas f e s t i v i t i e s he met l o c a l c l e r g y , g e n t r y and c i v i c d i g n i -
t a r i e s , t o whom he.submitted h i s scheme f o r founding a l i b r a r y . F i r s t 
he contacted the m i n i s t e r s o f t h e two Plymouth p a r i s h e s , and on 26 
December went with them 
"... i n t o t h e L i b r a r y about 4 i n the a f t e m o o n , which 
we found i n a v e r y i n d i f f e r e n t c o n d i t i o n being f i l l e d w i t h 
empty casks and wood, tho' i t has some e x c e l l e n t books i n 
i t , as the P o l y g l o t , t h e C r i t i c k s at Large, P o o l s Synopsis 
e t c . but scarce known t o be t h e r e ; v e r y l i k e l y , because 
covered w i t h dust and overwhelmed w i t h rubbishV (51) 
Bray persuaded the two clergymen t h a t t h e L i b r a r y should be cleaned 
and t h a t s u b s c r i p t i o n s should be r a i s e d t o enlarge i t . He took advantage 
o f the Christmas s o c i a l g a t h e r i n g s t o recommend h i s p l a n , "which seemed 
t o be v e r y much favoured by a l l t h a t were spoke t o c o n c e m i n g i t " (52) . 
On 28 December he preached at St. Andrews Church and dined w i t h the 
Mayor, I-ü:. Opie : 
"To whom having represented t h e s o r r y C o n d i t i o n o f the L i b r a r y 
and a l s o t h e Reputation i t would be t o the C o r p o r a t i o n , as 
w e l l as t h e advantage o f the Neighbouring C l e r g y , t h e Naval 
Chaplains, eoid Off i c e r s on board the Men-of-War (of which 
t h e r e were a l w a i e s s e v e r a l R i d i n g i n t h a t Noble Harbour), 
the Gentry o f t h e P l a c e and of the Country a d j o i n i n g , t o 
have a L i b r a r y at so considérable a Por t as Plymouth, w e l l 
f u r n i s h e d w i t h t h e Choicest Books not o n l y i n D i v i n i t y 
but H i s t o r y ; o f Voyages a l s o and i n a l l t h e f a c u l t i e s , 
t h e Mayor, Mr. Opey, a very c i v i l person, seemed v e r y zealous 
t o promete t h e Design; and promisd i n order t h e r e u n t o , t o 
V i s i t the L i b r a r y , and t o cause i t t o be cleêuid, whitèd, 
and set i n good order; and i n v i t e d me t o Dine w i t h him 
on Wednesday following'.' (53) 
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At t h i s second meeting the Mayor again expressed "a great d e a l of 
z e a l t o promote the L i b r a r y " (54), and Bray l e f t w i t h him a form f o r 
s i i b s c r i p t i o n s t o enlarge t h e L i b r a r y . E v i d e n t l y he f e l t t h a t t he 
p r i n t e d form which he had used at Gravesend and Deal was not e n t i r e l y 
s u i t a b l e f o r the l a r g e r p o r t , f o r he r e p l a c e d i t by a more s u i t a b l y 
worded manuscript document which read as f o l l o w s : 
"We whose names are hereunto subscribed being s e n s i b l e 
t h a t a L i b r a r y w e l l Stockd w i t h Choice Books, o f l i k e 
nature w i t h those we understand a r e advancing i n t h e 
s e v e r a l Deaneries, euid Market Towns o f t h i s Kingdom, 
f o r the Use of any o f the C l e r g y who s h a l l t h i n k f i t t o 
borrow such Books out of t h e same, as t h e y s h a l l have 
occasion t o peruse would be of S i n g u l a r Use i n t h i s P o r t , 
as f o r the C l e r g y , and o t h e r Gentlemen i n t h i s Town and 
Neighbourhood, so f o r t h e Entertainment o f such M i s s i o n a r i e s 
as being outward Bound ar e d e t a i n e d here by C o n t r a r y winds, 
and f o r the B e n e f i t o f t h e Naval O f f i c e r s and C h a p l a i n s o f 
Ships which Ride i n our Harbour; t o t h e end we may promote 
and Encourage so good a work, we do unanimously agree t o 
C o n t r i b u t e the s e v e r a l and r e s p e c t i v e Suns \anto our s e v e r a l 
names annexed, t o be disposed f o r the e r e c t i n g a L i b r a r y o f 
t h a t k i n d at Plymouth, t o t h e purposes aforesaid'.' (55) 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , d e s p i t e t h e enthusiasm which Bray e v i d e n t l y b e l i e v e d t o 
e x i s t , v e r y l i t t l e seems t o have happened t o t h e L i b r a r y at Plymouth 
a f t e r he had set s a i l on 4 January 1700. Canon John G i l b e r t , v i c a r of 
S t . Andrews Church, was one o f the clergymen Bray had met d u r i n g h i s 
v i s i t , and he was s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s i n correspondence w i t h the newly 
founded S o c i e t y f o r Promoting C h r i s t i a n Knowledge. From G i l b e r t ' s 
l e t t e r o f 23 A p r i l 1700 i t emerges t h a t Bray l e f t £5 t o the L i b r a r y at 
Plymouth, t h a t the Mayor had a l s o subscribed £5, and t h a t " f a r t h e r 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s are i n a g i t a t i o n ...'.' (56) One week l a t e r he wrote t h a t 
he had not r e c e i v e d "the p r i n t e d papers nor any books" (57). The next 
r e f e r e n c e seems t o be one year l a t e r , when i n a l e t t e r dated 5 A p r i l 1701 
G i l b e r t wrote t h a t 
" ... a l l he can do, i s t o t a k e o f f some of the S o c i e t i e s 
small Books. That he gave £5 t o a L i b r a r y which Dr. Bray 
r a i s e d at Plymouth, but t h a t n o t h i n g more has been done 
t h e r e i n , not even by Mr. M a r t i n t h e M i n i s t e r who promised 
£2 t o t h e same'.' (58) 
The evident l a c k of i n t e r e s t i n t h e L i b r a r y , which must have sunk back 
i n t o i t s former neglected c o n d i t i o n , i s q u i t e c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the 
g e n e r a l impression of the a t t i t u d e towards books which comes through 
t h e evidence of w i l l s o f t h e p e r i o d . No l a t e r evidence of t h i s L i b r a r y 
has come t o l i g h t . 
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One of the most i n t e r e s t i n g aspects of t h l s Bray episode 
i s the f a c t t h a t a l i b r a r y of some s o r t d i d a l r e a d y e x l s t , and had 
e v i d e n t l y been i n e x i s t e n c e f o r s e v e r a l years as i t had become ne g l e c t e d 
and v i r t u a l l y f o r g o t t e n . What was t h e o r i g i n o f t h i s c o l l e c t i o n ? I t i s 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y p o s s i b l e t h a t i t was an o l d m u n i c i p a l endowed l i b r a r y 
such as t h o s e which e x l s t ed at B r i s t o l and Norwich, or a p a r o c h i a l 
l i b r a r y d e s p i t e the l a c k of s u p p o r t i n g evidence. I t could even have 
been an independent l i b r a r y , a l t h o ugh the l a c k of r e f e r e n c e t o any 
i n d i v i d u a i ' s name and the l a c k o f o t h e r l o c a i records would seem t o make 
t h i s u n l i k e l y . The author b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e most l i k e l y e x p l a n a t i o n 
i s t h a t t h e n e g l e c t e d L i b r a r y d i s c o v e r e d by Bray and the c l e r g y was t h e 
school l i b r a r y e s t a b l i s h e d by Peard's w i l l i n 1669, and t h e r e i s some 
c i r c u m s t a n t i a l evidence t o support t h i s I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . The School 
was l o c a t e d i n the Orphans' A i d b u i l d i n g d o s e t o St. Andrew's Ch\arch, 
and a n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y source (59) has a l r e a d y been quoted which 
mentioned a small l i b r a r y attached t o t h e s c h o o l , the most n a t u r a l 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h e word " l i b r a r y " i n t h i s context being t h a t of 
accommodation r a t h e r than books. T h i s c o u l d f i t Bray's d e s c r i p t i o n , 
which had i m p l i e d a small room which had become a k i n d of störe room 
f o r unwanted "empty casks and wood'.' A p e r i o d of t h i r t y y e a r s would 
bave elapsed between Peard's bequest cind the time of Bray's v i s i t , 
which i s p l e n t y of time f o r a s m a l l c o l l e c t i o n of books t o be g e n e r a l l y 
f o r g o t t e n and n e g l e c t e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f , as seems l i k e l y , no-one e i s e 
f c l l o w e d Peard's example and no new books-were . added t o t h e L i b r a r y . 
Another p i e c e of c i r c u m s t a n t i a l evidence which p o i n t s t o t h e n e g l e c t e d 
c o l l e c t i o n o f books having been o f c o m p a r a t i v e l y recent foundation 
comes from the a c t u a l works s p e c i f i e d by Bray, f o r he mentioned t h r e e 
by name. "Pools Synopsis" can h a r d l y bave been any work o t h e r than 
Matthew Poole ' s Synopsis Criticorum aliorumque S. Scripturae interpretum, 
which was f i r s t p u b lished i n London, 1669 - 1675. (60). "The P o l y g l o t " 
i s l i k e l y t o bave been Walton's Polyglot Bible, published 1654 - 1657, 
w h i l e "the C r i t i c k s at Large" can almost c e r t a i n l y be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 
Pearson's C r i t i c i sacra, a work which was p u b l i s h e d i n 1660 and appears 
i n many l i b r a r i e s o f t h e endowed type (61). These t h r e e works would 
seem compatible w i t h the date o f Peard's b e n e f a c t i o n , and t b e i r contents 
would not c o n f l l c t w i t h t h a t I d e n t i f i c a t i o n , f o r the languages and 
l i t e r a t u r e o f t heology was v e r y much the concem of seventeenth-century 
s c h o o l s as w e l l as c l a s s i c a l l i t e r a t u r e (62), and i n any case t h e works 
c o u l d bave been s e l e c t e d w i t h a view t o use by the masters as much as, i f 
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not more than the boys. A t h i r d pièce o f c i r c u m s t a n t i a l evidence 
about the n a t u r e of t h e l i b r a r y comes from t h e account o f Bray's 
meeting w i t h t h e Mayor of Plymouth; the Mayor promised t o have the room 
cleaned up and put i n o r d e r , which s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t s t h a t he intended t o 
use h i s powers as Mayor t o do so. The School was a Corporation r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t y , and t h e Mayor could intervene d i r e c t l y . I f the L i b r a r y was 
vinder church J u r i s d i c t i o n , t h e Mayor would probably have had t o make a 
différent promise - perhaps, t o speak t o t h e church a u t h o r i t l e s . I f , 
as i s now suggested, the o l d l i b r a r y i s i d e n t i f i e d as t h a t which was 
part of t h e School, and as t h e School was a m u n i c i p a l l y c o n t r o l l e d 
e stablishment, i t would a l r e a d y have been of a s u f f i c i e n t l y p u b l i c , 
a l b e i t n e g l e c t e d , c h a r a c t e r t o make i t a s u i t a b l e b a s i s i f o r t he wider 
p u b l i c access proposed by Dr. Bray. The n e g l e c t p r i o r t o 1700 c o u l d 
r e a d i l y be e x p l a i n e d by the change i n schoolmasters from the able N i c h o l a s 
Conduit o f Peard's time t o thé qu i e t unassuming John Bedford who was 
an adéquate schoolmaster but not a noted académie; a f t e r a l l , the School 
had f u n c t i o n e d s u c c e s s f u l l y f o r i t s f i r s t hundred years without a 
l i b r a r y and not every schoolmaster would encourage i t s a c t i v e use.' 
Works such as t h e ones i d e n t i f i e d were l i k e l y t o have been of l i t t l e 
i n t e r e s t t o anyone o u t s i d e the school and the l o c a l c l e r g y , who must 
alr e a d y have had t b e i r own p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s ( v i d . sup. p. 103 r e G i l b e r t ) . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t anything new w i l l be 
foxHid about t h i s mysterious l i b r a r y ; but at l e a s t the e x i s t i n g evidence 
does prove t h a t some k i n d of q u a s i - p u b l i c l i b r a r y e x i s t e d i n Plymouth 
at l e a r t a few years before 1700. 
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CHAPTER FOUR. SUBSCRIPTION L I B R A R I E S . 
Eighteenth-century l i b r a r y h i s t o r y i s dominated by the 
différent types of s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y which spread r a p i d l y , w h i l e 
tbe endowed l i b r a r i e s had acbieved the main p e r i o d o f t h e i r estab-
lishment by about 1720 and had begun t o décline (1). S u b s c r i p t i o n 
l i b r a r i e s had i n common the f a c t t h a t the c o s t s were met by the 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s of u s e r s ; t h e y d i f f e r e d from the endowed l i b r a r i e s 
i n t h a t they had a r e g u l a r income f o r t h e i r maintenance and develop-
ment, and the contents o f t h e l i b r a r i e s were govemed by the t a s t e s of 
the readers themselves, who a c t u a l l y c o n t r o l l e d those s u b s c r i p t i o n 
l i b r a r i e s which were e s t a b l i s h e d on a non-commercial b a s i s . They were 
the f i r s t l i b r a r i e s t o p r o v i d e a widespread gênerai and popular s e r v i c e . 
As I r w i n has pointed out: 
" U n t i l the e i g h t e e n t h century, a i l the E n g l i s h i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
l i b r a r i e s , whether at the u n i v e r s i t i e s , a t the newly founded 
schools, at the c a t h e d r a l s and at the many p a r i s h churches 
where small l i b r a r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d , were i n e f f e c t part 
of the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l machinery. ... Apart from the B r i t i s h 
Muséum and the s c i e n t i f i c l i b r a r i e s , the f i r s t n o n-sectarian 
c o l l e c t i o n s were those of the eighteenth century; (2) 
although he i s c a r e f u l t o add t h a t many of the p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r i e s 
owed t h e i r e x i s t e n c e t o A n g l i c a n or Nonconformist i n s p i r a t i o n . The 
growth of the s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y movement has i t s r o o t s i n the changes 
which were t a k i n g place i n the économie and s o c i a l l i f e o f the country. 
The A g r i c u l t u r a l and I n d u s t r i a l Révolutions were b r i n g i n g about u r b a n i -
s a t i o n , the spread of i n d u s t r y and the growth o f f a c t o r y Systems. On 
the one hand t h e r e was t h e prospérons middle c l a s s which i n c l u d e d not 
o n l y the more t r a d i t i o n a l p r o f e s s i o n a l men and landed g e n t r y , but the 
nouveau r i c h e who had made f o r t u n e s from the économie developments, 
and the employer c l a s s o f merehants, shopkeepers, and so on. On the 
other hand t h e r e were the working c l a s s e s o f dispossessed farm l a b o u r e r s 
and widespread cheap labour brought about by i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n . The 
s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s were mainly the province o f the middle c l a s s e s , 
f o r i t was i n gênerai not vint i l t he nineteenth-century t h a t the working 
c l a s s e s had the minimal l i t e r a c y and time and means t o read, as w i l l be 
de s c r i b e d i n Chapter 6. Although t h e r e were ex c e p t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n S c o t land, i t was mainly t h e middle c l a s s which i n t h e eigh t e e n t h -
century possessed the a b i l i t y , need and désire t o read. I t was an 
educated c l a s s , w i t h t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l c l a s s e s u s u a l l y having undergone 
a c l a s s i c a l éducation and attended Oxford or Cambridge u n i v e r s i t i e s . 
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Others had perhaps r e c e i v e d a c l a s s i c a l éducation, but at l e a s t some 
E n g l i s b éducation, f o r a b a s i c l i t e r a c y was e s s e n t i a l i n the m e r c a n t i l e 
c l a s s . Wealth brought both t h e money and the l e i s u r e t o r e a d , emd 
t h i s r eading habit was common cimong the women as w e l l as t h e men, f o r 
t h e l a d i e s c o u l d a f f o r d t o employ cheap labour as servants and bave 
l e i s u r e f o r themselves. In t h e towns the s e n i o r servants were a l s o 
r e q u i r e d t o read and w r i t e i n order t o discharge t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 
and the tradesmen r e q u i r e d l i t e r a c y i n t h e i r b u s i n e s s d e a l i n g s . There 
was t h e r e f o r e a wide spread of l i t e r a c y w i t h i n the middle c l a s s and 
even t o u c h i n g the upper s t r a t a o f the working c l a s s e s . 
The establishment of l i b r a r l e s was encouraged f u r t h e r by a 
number of f a c t o r s . The L i c e n s i n g Act which had o r i g i n a l l y been designed 
t o p r o v i d e streng s t a t e c e n s o r s h i p o f the press was allowed t o lapse i n 
1695, w i t h t h e r e s u i t t h a t p r i n t i n g sprang up r a p i d l y i n the provinces. 
In 1709 the Copyright Act put t h e author i n a b a r g a i n i n g p o s i t i o n w i t h 
p u b l i s h e r s and a l i t e r a r y c a r e e r become more f e a s i b l e t o t h o s e l a c k i n g 
p r i v a t e means; but the move away from p r i v a t e patronage made i t necessary 
f o r w r i t e r s t o study the p u b l i c . t a s t e i n order t o bave a market f o r t h e i r 
Works. L i t e r a r y men such as Samuel Johnson and Alexander Pope were 
a b l e t o make a l i v i n g from t h e i r l i t e r a r y income. There was, t o o , the 
r i s e of newspapers and the p e r i o d i c a l p r ess, although the stamp t a x 
made newspapers expensive. L i t e r a r y magazines such as Tatler (1709), 
Spectator (1711), Gentleman's magazine, Rambler, I d l e r , e t c . appeared. 
The s t a b l e two p a r t y p o l i t i c a i system of Whigs cind T o r i e s l e d t o c o n s i d ­
érable p o l i t i c a i pamphleteering on i s s u e s such as the sl a v e t r a d e . These 
p u b l i c a t i o n s were both expensive and d i f f i c u l t t o c i r c u i a t e w i d e l y , 
and the number of purchasers was not l a r g e . Much o f t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l 
c i r c u l a t i o n was achieved through the c o f f e e bouses, which had begun t o 
be s o c i a l c e n t r e s where gentry and tradesmen met t o bear the news and 
d i s c u s s c u r r e n t i s s u e s , from which informed p u b l i c t a s t e and o p i n i o n 
became ev i d e n t . Coffee bouses o f t e n provided the l a t e s t newspapers, 
p e r i o d i c a l s , and perhaps pamphlets or even books f o r the i n t e r e s t o f 
t h e i r patrons. These f a c i l i t i e s were f o r the gentlemen, but the r i s i n g 
t i d e of l i t e r a t u r e soon e s t a b l i s h e d a new genre from about 1740 which 
had p a r t i c u l a r appeal t o the l a d i e s who wished t o be amused r a t h e r than 
i n s t r u c t e d i n t h e i r r e a d i n g ; the n o v e l s of Richardson, F i e l d i n g , S m o l l e t t 
and many o t h e r s found a ready, even vorac^ous market f o r t h e i r Works. 
The i n c r e a s i n g demand f o r l i t e r a t u r e f o r éducation and f o r récréation 
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was hampered by the t e c b n i c a l methods of book p r o d u c t i o n , w i t b small 
éditions, h i g h p r i c e s , and the d i f f i c u l t y o f i n d i v i d u a l s o b t a i n i n g the 
Works t h e y wished t o read. I t was a n a t u r a l s o l u t i o n t h a t t h e concept 
should a r i s e o f c o l l e c t i v e forms o f s a t i s f y i n g thèse i n d i v i d u a l d e s i r e s 
t o read, and the s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s were the r e s u i t . 
W i t h i n the s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y group a number of différent 
types can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d by means of c e r t a i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . Con-
temporary proper names of l i b r a r i e s can be m i s l e a d i n g as l i b r a r i e s w i t b 
the same t i t l e s , such as " P u b l i c l i b r a r y " , " C i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y " , 
" L i b r a r y s o c i e t y " , were not n e c e s s a r i l y a l i k e i n t h e i r o r g a n i s a t i o n and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . K e l l y and Kaufman bave c a r r i e d out the main s t u d i e s 
on s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , which Kaufman c a l l s "community l i b r a r i e s " ( 3), 
t o which références w i l l be made, but K e l l y has suggested u s e f u l 
définitions f o r the sub-groups o f s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s and thèse 
bave been used as the b a s i s f o r o r g a n i s i n g the main s e c t i o n s o f t h i s 
chapter (4), v i z . : 
1. Commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o as 
" c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s " , i n which l i t e r a t u r e i s h i r e d out 
f o r p r o f i t . 
2. Book c l u b s , which K e l l y d e f i n e s as "n o n - p r o p r i e t a r y s u b s c r i p -
t i o n l i b r a r i e s i n which t he books were disposed of when they 
had been read, so t h a t no s u b s t a n t i a l permanent l i b r a r y was 
accumulâtedV K e l l y c o n s i d e r s as a secondary c r i t e r i o n the 
presenceof a strong s o c i a l élément, w i t b r e g u l a r meetings f o r 
c o n v i v i a l purposes as w e l l as f o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f books, 
(Kaufman c o n s i d e r s the l a t t e r t h e primary c r i t e r i o n ) . One of 
the u s u a l contemporary' names f o r a book c l u b was "reading 
society'.' There were c l u b s which s p e c i a l i s e d i n a p a r t i c u l a r 
form of l i t e r a t u r e other than books - pamphlets, magazines 
and newspapers - but shared the same arrangements as the 
c l u b s which co n f i n e d themselves mainly t o books. 
3. Privâte s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , which aimed at a permanent 
c o l l e c t i o n . The p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r i e s were j o i n t stock 
e n t e r p r i s e s i n which each user purchased a marketable share 
i n the p r o p e r t y and i n a d d i t i o n p a i d an annual s u b s c r i p t i o n . 
N o n - p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r i e s r e l i e d on annual s u b s c r i p t i o n s , 
although an entrance fee might a l s o be demanded without 
c o n f e r r i n g ownership r i g h t s . 
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I t must, however, be recognised t h a t the above c l a s s i f i ­
c a t i o n i s a convenient framework o n l y , and t h a t a p a r t i c u l a r l i b r a r y 
might not always f i t e x a c t l y i n t o one of the sub-types because some 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s might v a r y i n d e t a i l . There i s a l s o the frequent 
problem t h a t many l i b r a r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e book c l u b s and 
commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , have l e f t sparse evidence o f t h e i r 
e x i s t e n c e . Many were s h o r t l i v e d , and are known o n l y from o c c a s i o n a l 
r e f e r e n c e s i n d i r e c t o r i e s , newspaper advertisements, and s i m i l a r 
sources from which i t i s not always p o s s i b l e t o determine the charac­
t e r i s t i c s possessed by the l i b r a r y and t o a s s i g n i t i n t o the 
a p p r o p r i a t e subgroup; contemporary names can be mi s l e a d i n g . T h i s 
problem o c c a s i o n a l l y a r i s e s i n t h e f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n s on the Three 
Towns' s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , but i n most cases t he context has made 
i t p o s s i b l e t o ass i g n t h e l i b r a r i e s i n t o t h e broad sub-groups w i t h a 
reasonable degree of confidence. 
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4.1 COMMERCIAL SUBSCRIPTION LIBRARIES 
Commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , o r c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , 
were conducted f o r p r o f i t , and arose out of t b e booktrade. The i d e a o f 
h i r i n g out books was an o l d one, f o r the medieval s t a t i o n e r s used t o 
h i r e out manuscripts; but no c o n t i n u i t y seems t r a c e a b l e between t h e 
medieval custom and the re-emergence o f the i d e a i n seventeenth 
Century London. K e l l y d e s c r i b e s (5) how F r a n c i s Kirkman i n 1661 was 
a d v e r t i s i n g b i s stock of h i s t o r i e s , romances or poetry "to be s o l d or 
read f o r reasonable c o n s i d e r a t I o n s " , and Widow Page i n 1674 a d v e r t i s e d 
" a l l s o r t s of h i s t o r i e s t o buy or l e t out t o read by the weekV These 
were the e a r l i e s t known modern examples of commercial book h i r e , and 
i t i s evident from the wordihg- t h a t works were borrowed from the 
b o o k s e l l e r ' s normal stock, not from a separate l i b r a r y stock. In the 
e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h Century Benjamin F r a n k l i n arranged t o borrow books on 
reasonable terms from Wilcox of L i t t l e B r i t a i n , because " c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s were not then i n use'.' (6) Another form of book h i r e was 
operated i n some c o f f e e houses: 
"The scandalous and low custom t h a t has l a t e l y p r e v a i l e d 
amongst those who keep c o f f e e houses, of buying ONE of any 
new book so soon as i t i s p u b l i s h e d , and l e n d i n g i t by t u r n s 
t o such gentlemen t o read as frequent t h e i r c o f f e e house'.' (7) 
I t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t o f i n d t h a t the h i g h book p r i c e s and problems 
of o b t a i n i n g c o p i e s from small e d i t i o n s i n s p i r e d the idea of t u r n i n g 
t h e S i t u a t i o n t o commercial advantage w i t h t h e establishment of l i b r a r i e s 
from which l i t e r a t u r e could be h i r e d by s u b s c r i p t i o n . T r a d i t i o n a l l y , 
A l a n Ramsey of Edinburgh i s c r e d i t e d w i t h e s t a b l i s h i n g t he f i r s t 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y i n about 1725 ( 8 ) , but i t probably o r i g i n a t e d 
independently i n other p l a c e s a l s o . The movement spread r a p i d l y . By 
1730 c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d i n the f a s h i o n a b l e spas 
and r e s o r t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y on the doorstep of the Westcountry at Bath 
and B r i s t o l ; by 1800 they were s a i d t o be everywhere. Hamlyn estimated 
about 1,000 of them by 1800 and quotes an 1804 source t h a t "every 
i n t e l l i g e n t v i l l a g e throughout the n a t i o n now possesses i t s c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r y " ( 9 ) . They ranged from l a r g e l i b r a r i e s c o n t a i n i n g a general 
stock of l i g h t n o v e l s through t o s e r i o u s n o n f i c t i o n , t o small l i b r a r i e s 
run as s i d e l i n e s t o other businesses such as m i l l i n e r y , t e a , perfume, 
i n which t h e main content of the l i b r a r i e s was l i g h t f i c t i o n . W i l l i a m 
Lane the p u b l i s h e r who owned the Minerva P r e s s , renowned f o r i t s production 
of n o v e l s , was deeply i n v o l v e d i n the c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y business. Not 
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o n l y d i d he open a l a r g e c l r c u l a t i n g l l b r a r y i n London w i t h branches 
i n the p r o v i n c e s , but by 1787 he was s e l l i n g complete c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s s u i t a b l e f o r s m a l l shops; these complete l i b r a r i e s were 
s u p p l i e d w i t h p r i n t e d catalogues and were a v a i l a b l e a t one week's 
n o t i c e . This made i t easy f o r p r o v i n c i a l purchasers who might have 
d i f f i c u l t y i n b u i l d i n g up a stock through the l o c a l booktrade. The 
range and q u a l i t y of the s e r v i c e s of c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s was dependent 
upon the amount of the s u b s c r i p t i o n , the s i z e o f the l i b r a r y ' s s t o c k , 
and the l o c a l method of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n - some were open access, others 
depended upon cholee from the catalogues. Loan p e r i o d s v a r i e d . 
Distance was not a b a r r i e r t o would-be r e a d e r s , f o r d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e s 
were o f t e n a v a i l a b l e , a t l e a s t from the leurger l i b r a r i e s . 
C i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s are p a r t i c u l a r l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 
n o v e l , a form of l i t e r a t u r e which began about 1740 and f l o u r i s h e d w i t h 
the growing a p p e t i t e of the middle c l a s s e s f o r l i g h t l i t e r a t u r e ; and the 
f r i v o l i t y of u s i n g c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s i s u s u a l l y a t t r i b u t e d mainly t o 
l a d i e s , although Kaufman has shown t h a t these are u n j u s t c a r i c a t u r e s o f 
the s i t u a t i o n (10). There were c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s which provided a 
balanced c o l l e c t i o n of q u a l i t y l i t e r a t u r e and works on a wide range of 
s u b j e c t s , but the best of these were u s u a l l y the l a r g e s t establishments 
such as Mudies. Mudies S e l e c t L i b r a r y was e s t a b l i s h e d as a latecomer i n 
the h i s t o r y of c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , i n 1842, a c b i e v i n g branches. a l l 
over London, branches i n Birmingham and Manchester, and s e r v i c e s through­
out the United Kingdom; b i s business provided a v a s t o u t l e t f o r the book­
t r a d e , purchasing n e a r l y one m i l l i o n volumes i r i t b e decade 1853-1862 alone, 
of which about 50% c o n s i s t e d of n o v e l s , and the r e s t mainly h i s t o r y , 
biography, t r a v e l , e t c . (11). W. H. Smith began b i s chain of r a i l w a y 
b o o k s t a l l s i n 1848, and w i t h i n a few years e s t a b l i s h e d c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s from them throughout the r a i l w a y network (12). The i n c r e a s -
i n g l y l i t e r a t a working c l a s s e s were able t o make use of these l i b r a r i e s . 
The demise of many c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s came about a t the end of the 
nineteenth-century w i t h the c e s s a t i o n of the threedecker novel which 
had been such a p r o f i t a b l e business (13), but c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s 
d i d s u r v i v e i n t o the tw e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y ; examples were the chain l i b r a r i e s 
e s t a b l i s h e d by Boots the Chemists, i n connection w i t h t h e i r shops, the 
Times Book Club e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1905, and, a t the ot h e r extreme from these 
s e l e c t l i b r a r i e s which c a t e r e d mainly f o r those who d i d not wish t o use 
the rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r y or wanted new p u b l i c a t i o n s , there was 
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the s e n s a t i o n a l f i c t i o n o f cheap "twopenny l i b r a r i e s ' . ' Although the 
heyday of c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s was the eighteenth-century w i t h substan­
t i a l c o n t i n u a t i o n i n t o t he n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , the f i n a l d e c l i n e of 
the movement d i d not t a k e p l a c e u n t i l t he post-1945 p e r i o d , long 
a f t e r the t e r m i n a l date i n t h i s study. 
E a r l y c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s were f l o u r i s h i n g by 1730 on 
the very doorstep of the Westcountry, being at Bath and B r i s t o l i n 
1728 (14, 15). This was a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e from Devon and C o r n w a l l , 
where t h e r e seems t o be c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e evidence t o show the extent 
o f c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s b efore about 1800. Varma's l i s t (16) c o n t a i n s 
o n l y one e n t r y f o r pre-1800 Devon (D. Murch of B a r n s t a p l e 1763-95) and 
none f o r Cornwall. Indeed, the booktrade i t s e l f had developed 
comparatively l a t e i n C o r n w a l l , and i n the e a r l y years was dependent 
upon a few s t a t i o n e r s who set themselves up at the p o r t s through which 
books were brought from London and elsewhere (17). T h i s i s probably 
t h e reason why Polwhele d e s c r i b e s c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s i n Cornwall 
as almost non-existent or v e r y l i t t l e regarded; the book c l u b was the 
p r e f e r r e d i n s t i t u t i o n (18); V i b e r t ' s c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y at Penzance 
and others are of l a t e r foundation (19). In Devon the e a r l i e s t named 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y appears t o be the B a r n s t a p l e r e f e r e n c e a l r e a d y 
noted, but Exeter almost c e r t a i n l y would have provided an environment 
i n which the l i b r a r i e s c o u l d have f l o u r i s h e d at an e a r l y date. In 1802 
Robert Southey i n the g u i s e of Don Manuel Alvarez E s p r i e l l a wrote: 
"In most of t h e E n g l i s h towns they have what they c a l l 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s ; the s u b s c r i b e r , f o r an annual or 
q u a r t e r l y payment, have two or more volumes at a time, 
according t o the terms; .... There are s e v e r a l of these 
i n Exeter, one of which, I was t o l d , was considered as 
remarkably good, the b o o k s e l l e r himself a man of c o n s i d e r a b l e 
l e a r n i n g and a b i l i t y ' . ' (20) 
T h i s b o o k s e l l e r has been i d e n t i f i e d by w h i t t o n (21) as G i l b e r t Dyer, 
who occupied premises o p p o s i t e the G u i l d h a l l and, a c c o r d i n g t o Whitton, 
was a c t i v e from 1788 t o 1820. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n seems acceptable, but 
i f i t was indeed Dyer i t i s now p o s s i b l e t o extend h i s a c t i v i t i e s back 
t o at l e a s t 1784, f o r i n t h a t year the Exeter L i b r a r y S o c i e t y moved i t s 
stock i n t o the premises of Mr. Dyer (22); the i m p l i c a t i o n s are t h a t he 
was a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d at t h a t address, probably as a b o o k s e l l e r , and was 
p o s s i b l y a l r e a d y o p e r a t i n g a. c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y . i t seems l i k e l y t h a t 
an in-depth research p r o j e c t i n t o the two c o u n t i e s of Devon and Cornwall 
might r e v e a l e a r l i e r l i b r a r i e s than the ones quoted here, and the 
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r e g i o n a l context of t h e c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s o f t h e Three Tovms 
might be revealed more f u l l y . At the present stage of knowledge, i t 
appears l i k e l y t h a t the e a r l i e s t - c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s were introduced 
i n t o the eastern p a r t of Devon, the Exeter area i n p a r t i c u l a r and 
o c c a s i o n a l other c e n t r e s such as B a r n s t a p l e , w i t h l i m i t e d develop­
ment i n Cornwall where the slow development of the booktrade probably 
i n f l u e n c e d t h e i r e stablishment. The Three Towns seem l i k e l y t o 
have emerged w i t h c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s c o mparatively e a r l y i n the 
region of Devon and C o r n w a l l , where they provided the g r e a t e s t p o p u l a t i o n 
c e n t r e and an obvious market, but perhaps r a t h e r l a t e r than much of 
the r e s t o f the country i n accordance w i t h the evidence, which goes / 
back no f u r t h e r than 1792. T h i s i s a r e f e r e n c e i n a guidebook t o 
Dock (Devonport), which s t a t e s : 
"There are s e v e r a l C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r i e s , each o f 
which c o n t a i n s many hundreds of volumes of 
e n t e r t a i n i n g and i n s t r u c t i v e books (23) 
The e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e a t Plymouth seems t o be 1809 ( v i d . i n f . ) and 
at Stonehouse as l a t e as 1821. This does not, however, prove t h a t 
l i b r a r i e s d i d not e x i s t b efore then, and t h e r e i s a strong p r o b a b i l i t y 
t h a t o t h e r s e x i s t e d b e f o r e these dates; the accounts i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 
pages represent the minimum p r o v i s i o n , known because i t has been 
recorded i n s u r v i v i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s and manuscripts. I t seems l i k e l y 
t h a t e a r l i e r evidence c o u l d have been swept away i n the B l i t z o f 1941 
which destroyed much a r c h i v e m a t e r i a l and l o c a l e a r l y newspapers; the 
subject of c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s i s u n f o r t u n a t e l y not one i n t o which 
pre-war l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s researched and p u b l i s h e d t h e i r f i n d i n g s . 
N e vertheless a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of r e f e r e n c e s t o c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s 
have been found, and w i l l be presented f o r each town i n t u r n , s t a r t i n g 
w i t h the o l d e s t town, Plymouth. 
4.1.1 The c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s of Plymouth 
The evidence f o r b o o k s e l l i n g i n Plymouth goes back t o at 
l e a s t the middle of t h e seventeenth-century, and i t would be strange i f 
the Plymouth b o o k s e l l e r s d i d not make the i n n o v a t i o n of c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s as soon as t h e y were seen t o be a l u c r a t i v e b u s i n e s s elsewhere. 
One might expect a c o n s i d e r a b l e p o t e n t i a l market f o r l i g h t reading 
among the households of t h e merchants and p r o f e s s i o n a l men who formed 
a wealthy middle c l a s s i n the town; as w e l l as g e n t e e l t r a d e s f o l k 
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such as the numerous mantua-makers and m i l l i n e r s . The e a r l i e s t 
référence which has been found, however, i s as l a t e as 1809, i n the 
form o f an advertisèment by G. ROGERS, b o o k s e l l e r , who was t e r m i n a t i n g 
b i s L i b r a r y . 
"G. ROGERS begs l e a v e t o acquaint t h a t he 
has d e c l i n e d the Reading Room and C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y , 
and intends v e r y s h o r t l y t o s e l l by a u c t i o n b i s 
e x c e l l e n t w e l l chosen books. S u b s c r i b e r s , e t c . having 
books i n t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n , w i l l please t o r e t u r n them 
immediatelyV (24) 
I t seems l i k e l y t h a t G. Rogers was George Rogers who was d e s c r i b e d 
as a s t a t i o n e r i n 1799 (25), so i t i s con c e i v a b l e t h a t b i s l i b r a r y 
might have been i n opération f o r many years before i t s c l o s u r e 
i n 1^09. In e a r l y 1812 a guidebook was p u b l i s h e d which noted: 
"There are l i k e w i s e s e v e r a l c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , 
f o r the purpose o f d i s s e m i n a t i n g t h e most p e m i c i o u s 
sentiments amongst t h e shop g i r l s of m i l l i n e r s and 
mantua makers i n t h e shape of nov e l s and romancesl' (2 6) 
One of them was probably MRS BROWNE's which was o p e r a t i n g i n F r a n k f o r t 
P l a c e i n 1812 (27). The p r o p r i e t r e s s was Box-Keeper o f the Théâtre 
R o y a l , and the L i b r a r y was next door t o the box lobby, a convenient 
and promising l o c a t i o n i n which i t s t i l l e x i s t e d i n 1814 (28) . In 
1814 F. BARNIKEL, s t a t i o n e r and b o o k s e l l e r i n Market S t . , had a 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y (29) which continued u n t i l about 1820 when i t 
changed hands t o become BULLEY'S C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y (30). B u l l e y ' s 
i s recorded i n Whimple St. i n 1830 (31), High St. i n 1836 (32) and 
l a t e r i n Union S t. (33), where t h e l i b r a r y continued t o operate under 
the same name u n t i l at l e a s t 1873 when the l a s t référence oc c u r s (34). 
In 1821 there were at l e a s t f o u r recognised c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s i n the town (3 5). One belonged t o ROV?E ' s, the p u b l i s h e r s , 
who operated a reading room i n Whimple S t . , ("... i n connection w i t h a 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y of standard and popular works i n the v a r i o n s depart-
ments of l i t e r a t u r e V (36) The s n b s c r l p t i o n t o the L i b r a r y and Reading 
Room was 1 gn. per annum. There was a l s o HAVILAND's Reading Room and 
L i b r a r y i n Old Town S t . , which a c c o r d i n g t o an 1822 source was c a l l e d 
H a v i l a n d ' s L i t e r a r y C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y (37). The t h i r d l i b r a r y was 
MRS. JENKINS's l i b r a r y "of popular productions" i n Whimple S t . ; but i n 
1822 her business had been taken over by E l i z . GLANVILLE, a s t a t i o n e r (38). 
I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s was t h e business r e f e r r e d t o as G l a n v i l l e ' s 
C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y i n Buckwell S t. i n 1828 (39); i n 1830 E l i z a b e t h 
G l a n v i l l e ' s L i b r a r y was i n F r a n k f o r t St. (40). The f o u r t h l i b r a r y l i s t e d 
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i n 1821 was the one belonging t o Edward HANCOCK i n P i k e S t . , which i s 
not r e f e r r e d t o a f t e r 1822 (41). 
The r e p u t a t i o n of c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s was g e n e r a l l y low, 
and i n 1825 Samuel Rowe, the p u b l i s h e r and owner o f a l i b r a r y , found 
i t n ecessary t o defend the r e p u t a t i o n of the Plymouth c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s : 
"Plymouth i s s u p p l i e d w i t h s e v e r a l establishments of t h i s 
k i n d , t o some o f which t h e r e f l e c t i o n which i s c a s t upon 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s i n g e n e r a l , w i l l by no means apply -
as t h e y c o n t a i n c o l l e c t i o n s o f standard and u s e f u l 
p u b l i c a t i o n s as w e l l as works which o n l y p r o f e s s t o 
amuse the readers'.' (42) 
He meant h i s own l i b r a r y , of course.' Sanford'.s guidebook o f 1828 
c a s t s a l i t t l e more l i g h t on these l i b r a r i e s and t h e i r source o f 
supply: 
"There are a l s o s e v e r a l c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , and 
the number of b o o k s e l l e r s being c o n s i d e r a b l e , most 
of them combine the t r a d e s o f s t a t i o n e r , p r i n t e r , 
bookbinder, m u s i c s e l l e r , medicine vendor, perfumer, 
e t c . Their shops, however, are t o l e r a b l y w e l l stocked 
w i t h books, and they have a constant supply o f new 
and standard works from London'.' (43) 
^4any of the l i b r a r i e s appear t o have been s h o r t l i v e d , or at l e a s t 
occur i n s i n g l e r e f e r e n c e s , over the next few years. In 1830 t h e r e 
was Robert BOND 's L i b r a r y and Newsroom i n Bedford St. (44), PALMER's 
C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y i n Old Town St. (45), and GRANVILLE'S C i r c u l a t i n g 
L i b r a r y i n F r a n k f o r t St (45). Thomas LEE's l i b r a r y was recorded i n 
1830 (47) and 1836 (48). E l i z a b e t h LITTLE, b o o k s e l l e r and p r i n t e r 
i n East S t . , had a l i b r a r y i n about 1844 (49). Amelia A. ARLISS, 
a l s o a b o o k s e l l e r and p r i n t e r , had a l i b r a r y and readi n g and newsrooms 
at 33 Bedford St. i n 1835 (50) and 1844 (51), but by 1852 her premises 
had been taken over by Mr. Luke (52). 
By the mid 1840s there were at l e a s t nine c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s i n Plymouth (53). One of the l o n g e r - l i v e d l i b r a r i e s was t h a t 
of I s a i a h W. N. KEYS, who e s t a b l i s h e d h i m s e l f i n 1841 as a b o o k s e l l e r , 
" E n g l i s h and f o r e i g n " , and by 1845 was a d v e r t i s i n g h i s e x t e n s i v e 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y i n Bedford St. a t a s u b s c r i p t i o n of 1 gn. per 
annum (54). In 1852 he a d v e r t i s e d t h a t h i s l i b r a r y h e l d over 4,000 
volumes which were "worthy of the support o f the reading p u b l i c " ( 5 5 ) ; 
the f i r m c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 1877, a l t h o ugh Mr. Keys d i e d i n 1872, and by 
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1880 the f i r m had been taken over by B a z l e y & Co. (56). Other l i b r a r i e s 
i n the 1840S were: John TIDSDALE, b o o k s e l l e r at 3 Squire Terrace, 
Thomas JENKIN, b o o k s e l l e r , p r i n t e r and bookbinder i n Cornwall S t . , and 
W i l l i a m B. TRIGGS, b o o k s e l l e r , s t a t i o n e r and p r i n t e r of George St. (57). 
By'1852 t h e b u s i n e s s of John T i d s d a l e had been taken over by Edward ALBIN 
who, a c c o r d i n g t o b i s advertisements, had e s t a b l i s h e d b i s business i n 
1838 (58) a l t h o u g h i t i s not c l e a r whether he was running a l i b r a r y as 
e a r l y as t h a t . " A l b i n ' s P u b l i c L i b r a r y " was c e r t a i n l y i n e x i s t e n c e i n 
1849 (59) , and i t was probably i n e a r l y 1849 t h a t he had taken over 
T i d s d a l e ' s premises, f o r on 20 March he a d v e r t i s e d t he opening of 
a newsroom and chess c l u b at 3 Squire T e r r a c e , Union S t . , t h e r e a f t e r 
r e f e r r e d t o simply as Union st. (60). In 1852 A l b i n took a whole 
page advertisement i n a l o c a i d i r e c t o r y , i n which he r e f e r s s p e c i f i c a l l y 
t o b i s f u n c t i o n as a l i b r a r i a n as w e l l as a p r i n t e r : 
"As a l i b r a r i a n The P r o p r i e t o r would remark, t h a t he 
has l i v e d i n one of the l a r g e s t and best l i b r a r i e s i n 
England, where every p o s s i b l e advantage was ceded t o the 
S u b s c r i b e r s , and the g r e a t e s t s a t i s f a c t i o n p r e v a i l e d . In 
b i s L i b r a r y , the same system i s aimed a t ; and, from the 
c o n s t a n t l y i n c r e a s i n g patronage and support, i t i s hoped, 
w i t h some degree of success'.' (61) 
The name o f the l i b r a r y i n which he gained t h i s expérience has not 
come t o l i g h t , and d e s p i t e b i s boasted "degree o f success" he i s not 
included i n t h e next d i r e c t o r i e s , although i n 1862 he was s t i l l l i s t e d 
a t 3 S q u i r e T e r r a c e , as a b o o k s e l l e r and s t a t i o n e r , who was a l s o a 
l i b r a r i a n , so i t sounds as though the r e l a t i v e importance of the 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y might have d e c l i n e d (62). 
i n 1845 a mystery occurs. One of Plymouth's prominent 
l e c t u r e r s was A l f r e d Rocker, who i n 1845 gave a l e c t u r e on the l i t e r a t u r e 
and l i t e r a r y men of Plymouth; he was asked t o p u b l i s h i t , and i n the 
pu b l i s h e d v e r s i o n he added a note: 
"Since t h i s l e c t u r e was w r i t t e n a p i a n bas been proposed 
and c o r d i a l l y adopted, f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a L i b r a r y i n 
Plymouth, which, from i t s terms o f a d m i s s i o n , s h a l l be 
a c c e s s i b l e t o everyone. A hundred s u b s c r i b e r s have been 
a l r e a d y obtained'.' (63) 
The f a c t t h a t i t was ap p a r e n t l y t o be a v a i l a b l e t o anyone who c o u l d 
. a f f o r d t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n seems t o p o i n t t o a commercial venture r a t h e r 
than a p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y i n which membership was normally 
by s u i t a b i l i t y and élection, and the a b i l i t y t o pay. From the t i m i n g , 
i t seems j u s t p o s s i b l e t h a t Rocker had i n mind A l b i n ' s new premises 
i n Union S t . , and c e r t a i n l y t h e i n t e n t i o n expressed by Rocker i s 
! 
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not d i s s i m i l a r t o t h e i n t e n t i o n d e s c r i b e d i n A l b i n ' s advertisement 
quoted above. There i s , however, another p o s s i b l e l i b r a r y which 
Rocker might bave meant, but i t i s one which does not f i t n e a t l y i n t o 
any of the types of s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y , being something of a mixture 
of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . That l i b r a r y was the PLYMOUTH ECONOMIC LIBRARY, 
which was f o r m a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n May 1845 (64) and f i t s t h e date 
most c l o s e l y . The e a r l i e s t d e s c r i p t i o n seems t o be i n 1846: 
"This t h r i v i n g l i t t l e s o c i e t y has l a t e l y made s e v e r a l impor-
ta n t a d d i t i o n s t o i t s s m a l l , but w e l l - a s s o r t e d stock. 
Amongst o t h e r s we can mention, as having been ordered at 
a l a t e meeting of the committee, Mrs. E l l i s ' s Works; Roscoe's 
Works; M i c h e l e t ' s Works; Maxwell's Works; Scènes on the 
Shores of the A t l a n t i c ; Eastern Europe and Emperor N i c h o l a s ; 
Age of P i t t and Fox; Jameson's C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of Women; 
and Mahon's L i f e o f Conde. 
We f e e l assured t h a t were i t more g e n e r a l l y known t h a t 
such works as thèse, - as w e l l as a c h o i c e of from more 
than t h r e e hundred o t h e r s , ... - may be had at the low y e a r l y 
s u b s c r i p t i o n of t e n s h i l l i n g s , o r a t t h r e e s h i l l i n g s and s i x -
pence per q u a r t e r , the s o c i e t y would boast o f a much grea t e r 
number of s u b s c r i b e r s . The value o f the S o c i e t y may be 
s a i d t o bave been a l r e a d y s u f f i c i e n t l y proved. I t has 
provided a stock of reading of the v e r y best q u a l i t y t o more 
than a hundred s u b s c r i b e r s , at a low r a t e of s u b s c r i p t i o n , 
... without running the s o c i e t y i n t o debt; and i t a l r e a d y 
possesses a décent stock f o r the f u t u r e , which cannot but 
i n c r e a s e w i t h every successive year'.' (55) 
I t seems from t h i s f i r s t d e s c r i p t i o n t o be a small p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n 
l i b r a r y but one i n which t h e membership régulations were perhaps not 
as s t r i c t as most; however, i n 1849 the L i b r a r y was a s s o c i a t e d i n some 
way w i t h the " E n g l i s h and f o r e i g n " b o o k s e l l e r , G.H. L i d s t o n e , a major 
b o o k s e l l e r i n the area. In a l a r g e advertisement he i n c l u d e d détails 
not o n l y of b i s new bookstock, but a l s o of the Plymouth Reading S o c i e t y , 
Plymouth Economie L i b r a r y and Church of England Book S o c i e t y . The 
Plymouth Economie L i b r a r y i s d e s c r i b e d as having over 500 volumes of 
the best p u b l i c a t i o n s i n h i s t o r y , biography, voyages, t r a v e l and b e l l e s 
l e t t r e s , which were " i n a c c e s s i b l e t o the middle c l a s s of the Town" 
u n t i l the establishment of t h i s "Club" (66). The L i b r a r y s t i l l e x i s t e d 
i n 1850, when t h e Committee issued a new c a t a l o g u e " ... and liave taken 
other Steps t e i n c r e a s e i t s a l r e a d y numerous c l a s s e s on the extende 
patronage of t h e public'.' (67) . Düring t h i s time no separate référence 
had been made t o any separate l i b r a r y belonging t o R. L i d s t o n e ; 
but i n 1852 LIDSTONE's was l i s t e d f o r the o n l y time as a c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r y (58), and o n l y the b o o k s e l l i n g business i s mentioned t h e r a f t e r ; 
no l a t e r références occur t o the Plymouth Reading S o c i e t y or the Plymouth 
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Economie L i b r a r y . From t h i s évidence i t i s not easy t o determine 
t h e category i n t o which the Plymouth Economie L i b r a r y f a l l s ; i t had 
a committee and was r e f e r r e d t o as a s o c i e t y or c l u b , but u n l i k e book-
c l u b s i t set eut t o b u i l d up a stock and t h e r e i s no évidence of the 
s o c i a l a c t i v i t y u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h bookclubs. Admission seems 
t o be u n r e s t r i c t e d - o r , perhaps, u n r e s t r i e t e d i n comparison w i t h 
t h e e x c l u s i v e Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y . It.was l o c a t e d on bookshop 
premises, but t h i s would not have been unusual; but the prominence 
g i v e n t o L i d s t o n e , and the eventual omission of a n y t h i n g but b i s 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y at the same address, does suggest t h a t t h e Plymouth 
Economie L i b r a r y c o u l d have been a s p e c i a l v a r i a n t o f a c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r y i n i t i a t e d and supported by L i d s t o n e . I t would not seem bad 
P u b l i c i t y t o organise a s u b s c r i p t i o n s o c i e t y which would e f f e e t i v e l y 
c o n s i s t of anyone who c o u l d a f f o r d the s u b s c r i p t i o n and was i n t e r e s t e d 
i n the s e l e c t nature of the subject coverage. I t would a t t r a c t t h e 
c l i e n t e l e t h a t L i d s t o n e sought f o r b i s bookshop, and would have i n v o l v e d 
him o n l y i n the p r o v i s i o n of a small space f o r t h e l i b r a r y c o l l e c t i o n . 
The other l i b r a r i e s t o be d e s c r i b e d seem w i t h l i t t l e doubt 
t o belong t o the p r o f i t making c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s . F e l i x NICHOLSON 
operated a " s e l e c t " l i b r a r y a t 16 Bedford St. i n about 1844 (69); b i s 
stock was taken over by J . V. LUXMCiORE of 12 Bedford Way i n about 1846 
(70) . The c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s of R. B. BUTLAND o f Buckwell St. 
(Id. per volume) and A l f r e d DAVIS of Union St. (lOs. per annum) appear 
o n l y i n 1857 (71). JAMES & JAMES, b o o k s e l l e r s and s t a t i o n e r s i n 
George S t . , are l i s t e d as l i b r a r i a n s between 1864 and 1869 (72). 
G. FLINTOFF l i s t s h i m s e l f as a l i b r a r i a n i n b i s d i r e c t o r y p u b l i s h e d 
about 1844, but the advertisement r e l a t e s t o b i s newsroom and g i v e s 
no détails of the c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y (73). HEYDON, a major book­
s e l l e r and p r i n t e r , appears i n a c l a s s i f i e d l i s t o f 1844 as a l i b r a r i a n , 
but i n no other l i s t i n g s (74) . 
The general impression given by the a p p a r e n t l y r a p i d t u m 
over of businesses and the short-term références t o l i b r a r i e s belonging 
t o f i r m s o f b o o k s e l l e r s and p r i n t e r s i s t h a t the l i b r a r i e s were no 
longer neeessary t o p r o v i d e a s i d e l i n e supporting a b u s i n e s s which 
c o n s i s t e d of s e v e r a l éléments of the booktrade g e n e r a l l y . The 
expansion of the p o p u l a t i o n and coiranercial i n t e r e s t s i n the town seem 
t o have begun to p r o v i d e a market which could i n e r e a s i n g l y support 
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s p e c i a l i s a t I o n as a b o o k s e l l e r or a p r i n t e r e t c . , or at l e a s t a 
r e d u c t i o n i n the number of elements i n the business. Düring the 
p e r i o d 1820 t o 1860 the l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s o f Plymouth had increased 
t o provide a s u b s t a n t i a l p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y , a s c i e n t i f i c 
l i b r a r y , the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e L i b r a r y , and numerous s m a l l 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l and bookclub f a c i l i t i e s . From about 1860 the number 
o f c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s tends t o s e t t l e i n t o a p a t t e r n o f a compara-
t i v e l y small number of l a r g e and l o n g - l i v e d l i b r a r i e s . 
W i l l i a m H. LUKE was a p r i n t e r and b o o k s e l l e r who had 
servad b i s a p p r e n t i c e s h i p w i t h the important l o c a l f i r m o f N e t t l e t o n , 
and he was d e s t i n e d i n l a t e r y ears t o become one of the e a r l y members 
of the Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y Committee. He took over the premises o f 
Amelia A. A r l i s s by 1852 ( v i d . sup.) but t h e r e i s no evidence t h a t he 
t ook over her l i b r a r y stock although t h a t was p o s s i b l e . He a l s o took 
over the premises of F e l i x N i c h o l s o n ( v i d . sup.) and i t was at the 
l a t t a r ' s address, 16 Bedford S t . , t h a t Luke's C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y was 
i n Operation i n 1867 (7 5). Books c o u l d be borrowed f o r the low 
s u b s c r i p t i o n of gn. per annum, or c o u l d be rented by t h e singlé volume 
f o r an unspecified_Charge (76). T h i s l i b r a r y continued t o operate 
i n Bedford St. f o r many ye a r s , passing on the death of W.H. Luke i n 1894 
t o C. Luke who r e t a i n e d the b u s i n e s s u n t i l about 1906 (77) , a f t e r 
which o n l y the printworks was continued for a year or two before moving 
t o Pal a c e St, (78). 
BAZLEY & CO.had taken over the premises of Keys' C i r c u l a t i n g 
L i b r a r y by 1880 and appears i n the c l a s s i f i e d s e c t i o n of d i r e c t o r i e s 
under the heading " L i b r a r i e s , c i r c u l a t i n g " u n t i l 1899 (79); however 
th e e n t r y i n the a l p h a b e t i c a l commercial s e c t i o n s and Street s e c t i o n s 
c o n t i n u e t o d e s c r i b e the f i r m as B o o k s e l l e r s , p r i n t e r s , and many 
oth e r a c t i v i t i e s down t o t h e end of • each e n t r y , _ where the words 
" c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y " appear u n t i l t he 1913-4 e d i t i o n . T h i s suggests 
t h a t the c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y i n t e r e s t of the f i r m was g r a d u a l l y allowed 
t o d e c l i n e from about 1900 onwards. 
BOWERING & CO. , s t a t i o n e r s i n George S t . , was o p e r a t i n g a 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y by 1869 (80), and i s of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t because 
from at l e a s t 1875 i t was a l s o a d v e r t i s i n g a C h i l d r e n ' s L i b r a r y ( 8 1 ) . 
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The l a s t reference t o the C h i ldren's L i b r a r y seems to be 1889 (82), 
by which time the p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s of Plymouth and Devonport had 
c o l l e c t i o n s of j u v e n i l e l i t e r a t u r e i n t h e i r Lending L i b r a r i e s , and 
Plymouth had commenced a School L i b r a r y Service; p o s s i b l y these f r e e 
S e r v i c e s a f f e c t e d the s u b s c r i p t i o n Children's L i b r a r y . Bowering a l s o 
operated i t s "Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y " from 10s.6d. per annum (83) 
but no f u r t h e r d e t a i l s of t h i s bave been found. Bowerings d i s -
appeared from the d i r e c t o r i e s f o r 1905-6, but re-appeared in 1906-7 
when i t was advertised as being i n connection with Mudies (84). 
H.P. SAWDAY s p e c i a l i s e d i n the h i r e of music from b i s shop 
i n George St. from at l e a s t 1880 (85) t o 1885 (86), a f t e r which i t was 
continued at the same address by the f i r m of TURNER & PHILLIPS from 
at l e a s t 1888 (87) to 1914 (88). 
One l i b r a r y which received scant entry in the Plymouth 
d i r e c t o r i e s of the l a t e nineteenth-century was the Railway L i b r a r y run 
from W. H. Smith's b o o k s t a l l at Plymouth Station. Despite the l a c k of 
l o c a i d e t a i l , i t can reasonably be supposed that t h i s l i b r a r y conformed 
with the other railway l i b r a r i e s set up by the same firm. In 1860 W.H. 
Smith opened b i s RAILWAY CIRCULATING LIBRARY, c o n s i s t i n g of one l a r g a 
c e n t r a i l i b r a r y which supplied f r e s h stock to the branches of b i s 
Chain of 185 railway b o o k s t a l l s . The Plymouth branch had been est a b l i s h e d 
by 1857 (89) and p o s s i b l y even e a r l i e r , so i t was probably operating the 
standard subscription rates l a i d down in 1851, v i z . : 
no. of v o l s . at a time 6 months 12 months 
1 12s. 6d. £1. I s . Od. 
2 £1. O . Od. E l . l l s . 5d. 
3 £1. 7s. Od. £2. 2s. Od. 
5 £2. 2s. Od. £3. 3E. Od. 
12 £3. 3s. Od. £5. 5s. Od. 
The s u b s c r i p t i o n rate f o r one volume at a time i s s i m i l a r t o the 
p r i c e s of other c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , but the cost of borrowing 
seve r a l volumes at a time i s s i m i l a r t o the subscription charges 
of the p r i v a t e subscription l i b r a r i e s , but with the advantage of 
no c o n d i t i o n s except the a b i l i t y to pay. The stock consisted of 
the t y p i c a l range of the q u a l i t y c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , with popular 
biography, t r a v e l , f i c t i o n , poetry, science, theology, magazines 
133. 
and reviews. By 1895 Smith's Library had about 12,000 t i t l e s and 
about 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 volumes, so the stock was l i k e l y to be fresher and with a 
wider choice than any provided by small independent libraries, (90). 
A few other l i b r a r i e s made their appearance in Plymouth 
about the turn of the century, although not well documented. The name 
NANCARROW appeared f i r s t as a stationer in 1885 at Townsend H i l l , 
the expanding end of the town. From 1888 (91) to 1898 (92) he 
appeared in the c l a s s i f i e d l i s t s of librarians, after which the 
business was recorded only as stationers. F. COCKLE, a bookseller in 
Union St., also had a library from 1899 (93) to at least 1904-5 (94), 
moving from Union St. in about 1907 and reappearing as "bookseller and 
lending l i b r a r y " at 22 Ebrington St. from about 1908 (95). UNDERHILLS, 
a long established firm of stationers and printers, offered weekly 
terms of 2d. per volume "to accommodate v i s i t o r s " in 1900 (96). 
The firm DOIDGE in Union St. was primarily a bookseller and stationer, 
but i s recorded from 1901 to 1905-6 (97) as having a circulating 
library. The larga r e t a l i store, POPHAM, RADFORD & CO.(98) offered 
customers a li b r a r y service from about 1909 which was connected with 
the Times Book Club, and continued many years thereafter. Although the 
chain of chemist shops run by Boots were operating Boots Booklovers' 
Libraries in their shops soon after 1900, the f i r s t entry for a Boots' 
branch in Plymouth does not occur u n t i l long after the terminal date 
of this study, 1914. 
The lack of survival of catalogues and detailed descriptions 
of the circulating l i b r a r i e s of Plymouth has made i t impossible to 
evaluate the range and depth of their stocks and services, but i t 
has appeared from the numbers and pattems of their establishment 
as though the history of this type of li b r a r y in Plymouth has broadly 
followed the national pattern, although the i n i t i a l establishment 
might bave been comparatively late. 
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4.1.2 The c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s of Devonport 
Although settlement had begun t o develop at Dock soon 
a f t e r the establishment of the Dockyard i n 1690, i t was not u n t i l 
t h e l a t e e ighteenth c e n t u r y t h a t the problems o f access, water 
supply, and other matters had been solved s u f f i c i e n t l y t o permit 
the r a p i d growth o f a populous area i n which l i b r a r i e s might be 
e s t a b l i s h e d . The commercial and p r o f e s s i o n a l s e r v i c e s of the town 
had begun t o expand i n 1780 ( v i d . Chapter 2.3) and i t was probably 
i n the next decade t h a t c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s were introduced. The 
e a r l i e s t guidebook was p u b l i s h e d i n 1792, by which date: 
"There are s e v e r a l C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r i e s , each of which 
c o n t a i n s many hundreds of volumes of e n t e r t a i n i n g and 
i n s t r u c t i v e books; which are c o n s t a n t l y accumulating 
by the a c c e s s i o n o f v a r i o u s new publications'.' (99) 
Twelve years l a t e r an o l d i n h a b i t a n t of Dock was quoted as s a y i n g : 
" ... s e v e r a l c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s have been opened, 
t o the support of which the f a i r sex c h i e f l y contribute'.' (lOO) 
A few years l a t e r , i n 1812, a l o c a l guidebook a s s e r t e d t h a t : 
"Of these ( c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s ) t h e r e are but few i n Dock, 
nor are the volumes o f which they are composed e i t h e r v e r y 
s e l e c t or novel'.' (101) 
Both of the l a t t e r o b s e r v a t i o n s suggest t h a t l i g h t f i c t i o n was t h e main 
s t a p l e of the l i b r a r i e s , althoughthe 1812 author went on t o p o i n t out 
t h a t as an e x t e n s i v e " P u b l i c L i b r a r y " had been e s t a b l i s h e d at Plymouth 
(Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y ) and t h e r e were s e v e r a l reading c i r c l e s 
i n Dock, the need f o r more c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s was t o some extent 
superceded (102). Probably t h a t was j u s t w i s h f u l t h i n k i n g . C i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s continued at Devonport, and Hunt quoted i n 1901 from an 
u n s p e c i f i e d l o c a l d i r e c t o r y "of about 1820" which showed t h a t t h e r e 
were then s e v e r a l c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s i n e x i s t e n c e , which: 
"... s e v e r a l l y i n v i t e t h e admirers o f L i t e r a t u r e , Music, 
and the F i n e A r t s , as w e l l as the student, the n o v e l i s t , 
and the p o l i t i c i a n ' . ' (103) 
T h i s , however, i s not t o be i n t e r p r e t e d as a change i n the scope of 
the stock of the c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , but r a t h e r as the p r e j u d i c e s 
held by the r e s p e c t i v e authors, f o r on the s u b j e c t of c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s t h e r e was a tendency t o express extreme o p i n i o n s - e i t h e r 
one was f o r them or against them, and the authors of f a v o u r a b l e 
comments i n respect of the Three Towns were i n e v i t a b l y the owners of 
such l i b r a r i e s and the p u b l i s h e r s of the r e s p e c t i v e d i r e c t o r i e s . 
« 
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The e a r l i e s t i n d i v i d u a l l i b r a r y which has been i d e n t i f i e d 
was the one belonging t o HOXLAND, p u b l i s h e r of the 1792 guidebook 
which r e f e r r e d t o the e x i s t e n c e of s e v e r a l c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , but 
which d e s c r i b e d o n l y one - h i s own.' Hoxland's L i b r a r y was next door 
t o the busy Fountain Tavern, and was a v a i l a b l e at s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s 
of 4s. per q u a r t e r , 7s. per h a l f year, or 12s. per year. Non-sub­
s c r i b e r s c o u l d borrow at the c o s t of 2d. each f o r pocket volumes and 
"octavos and l a r g e volumes i n proportion'.' (104) Hpxland a l s o 
s u p p l i e d newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s , which l a t e r became a newsroom 
s e r v i c e . G r a d u a l l y p a r t n e r s entered the f i r m ; Hoxland, Cross & Colman 
i n 1814; Hoxland & Colman by 1821. Hoxland & Colman were p r i n t e r s , 
s t a t i o n e r s , and the p r o p r i e t o r s of the Plymouth & Dock weekly journal; 
t h i s important f i r m operated one of the p r i n c i p a l l i b r a r i e s and reading 
rooms i n Dock i n t h e i r Fore St. premises i n 1821 (105). By 1828 the 
f i r m had become simply Colman's, s t a t i o n e r , but the L i b r a r y i n Fore St. 
was s t i l l one of the p r i n c i p a l c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s i n 1830 (106); 
t h e r e i s no r e f e r e n c e t o i t i n the mid 1840s d i r e c t o r i e s , but t h e r e 
i s one f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e t o i t i n about 1863 (107). 
SANDFORD's C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y had been e s t a b l i s h e d by 1810, 
when an advertisement f o r Dock Theatre a d v e r t i s e d t h a t t i c k e t s could 
be had at Mr. Sandford's C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y i n St. Aubyn S t . (108). 
Mr. G. Sandford was the Manager of the Dock Theatre, the l o c a l agent 
f o r B i s h ' s L o t t e r y O f f i c e , and a s t a t i o n e r as w e l l as l i b r a r y owner (109). 
He moved from Dock t o t a k e over the running of Plymouth Theatre, and 
by 1822 the l i b r a r y had become MRS. SANDFORD's; she a l s o combined the 
a c t i v i t i e s o f s t a t i o n e r , t e a - d e a l e r , and agent t o the London Wine 
Company ( l l O ) . Mrs. Sandford's L i b r a r y was l i s t e d as one of the p r i n c i p a l 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s i n 1830 (111), but i t had disappeared from the 
d i r e c t o r i e s by the mid 1840s. 
Another e a r l y l i b r a r y was COHEN's i n Ker S t . , mentioned o n l y 
i n 1814 (112). HARRIS'S l i b r a r y was i n Duke St. i n 1814 (115) but had 
moved at a l a t e r date t o George St. where Henry Thomas H a r r i s ' s L i b r a r y 
was noted as one of the p r i n c i p a l l i b r a r i e s o f Devonport i n 1830 (114) . 
The other p r i n c i p a l l i b r a r i e s at t h a t date were Colman's, a l r e a d y 
mentioned, Byer's and Saunders's (115). BYER'S L i b r a r y i n Fore S t . i s 
r e f e r r e d t o i n 1828 and 1830 as having " ... an e x t e n s i v e stock of popu­
l a r books" (116) - a p i e c e o f s e l f advertisement f o r the guidebook was 
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p u b l i s h e d by Byer.' SAUNDERS ' l i b r a r y was o f a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t kind 
from the l i t e r a r y c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , f o r i t was Saunders' Repository 
f o r A r t i s t s , s p e c i a l i s i n g i n a r t i s t s ' m a t e r i a l s , and a d v e r t i s i n g i n 
1828 t h a t i t h e l d " p r i n t s , p a i n t i n g s and drawings l e n t t o copy" (117). 
John CONGDON's C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y i n Fore St. was l i s t e d i n 1821 (118) 
and 1822 (119), and seems t o have been d i s t i n c t from the f i r m of Congdon 
& B e a r l e who were b o o k s e l l e r s , s t a t i o n e r s , p r i n t e r s , and owners of 
the Plymouth & Dock telegraph and chronicle. Another l i b r a r y seems 
t o have belonged t o Mr. T. R. BATTEN, f o r although he i s not among 
the names l i s t e d i n d i r e c t o r i e s , an advertisement i n the l o c a l press 
i n 1840 o f f e r e d f o r s a l e t h e c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y of the l a t e Mr. T.R. 
Batten ; i t c o n s i s t e d of about 500 volumes of "modern and w e l l s e l e c t e d 
n o v e l s " , which could be viewed at lOO Fore St. (apparently h i s premises); 
t h e l i s t of s u b s c r i b e r s and readers would, i t s a i d , be handed over 
w i t h t h e L i b r a r y (120) . 
I f t he scraps o f i n f o r m a t i o n which have s u r v i v e d are taken at 
f a c e v a l u e , they suggest t h a t t h e r e was a sharp d e c l i n e i n the c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s of Devonport i n the l a t e 1830s and e a r l y 1840s. T h i s c o u l d 
e a s i l y be the case, f o r the p e r i o d c o i n c i d e s w i t h a s e r i o u s d e c l i n e i n 
Dockyard employment and many people moved away from the town, so t h a t 
the r e t a i l t r a d e s and s e r v i c e s t o the community must have s u f f e r e d l o s s , 
and the n o n - e s s e n t i a l items such as l i b r a r y s u b s c r i p t i o n s are l i k e l y t o 
have been amongst the most a f f e c t e d . There was a l s o the c o m p e t i t i o n of 
other l i b r a r i e s f o r those who c o u l d a f f o r d the s u b s c r i p t i o n s ; the 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e had a c o m p a r a t i v e l y l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n o f general 
l i t e r a t u r e , and there was a l s o the Devonport C i v i l and M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y . 
Only a few commercial c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s are recorded i n 
Devonport a f t e r 1850. In 1852 t h e r e were John LEWIS's i n Cumberland 
S t . , Roger LIDSTONE's ( a l s o o f Plymouth) i n Fore S t . , and George W i l l s 
BEARLE's a l s o i n Fore St. (121). The l a t t e r might p o s s i b l y have 
c a r r i e d a more s p e c i a l i s e d s t o c k , f o r h i s main business was t h a t of 
"naval m i l i t a r y and commercial s t a t i o n e r " (122). In 1862 HEYDON's 
and HEARLE's were l i s t e d as t h e main c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , l o c a t e d i n 
Fore St. (123), although Heyden's seems more l i k e l y t o have been a 
newsroom than a l i b r a r y ( v i d . i n f . ) . There i s then a gap, u n t i l the 
end of the century, when t h e f i r m of A. & H. SWISS, n a v a l and m i l i t a r y 
s t a t i o n e r s and b o o k s e l l e r s , had a l i b r a r y from about 1895 t o 1904 (124). 
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4.1.3 The c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s o f Stonehouse 
The h i s t o r y of c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s i n Stonehouse can be 
r e l a t e d q u i t e b r i e f l y , f o r t h e r e i s l i t t l e evidence. Yet Stonehouse 
i n the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h and e a r l y nineteen-century must bave provided 
an environoment v e r y s u i t e d t o c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s . I t had a 
r a p i d l y growing m i d d l e c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n of o f f i c e r s and govemment 
o f f i c i a l s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s , and had a f l o u r i s h i n g s o c i a l l i f e 
at the t u r n o f the century. The number of l a d i e s and l i t e r a t e s e n i o r 
s e r v a n t s i n t h i s r e s i d e n t i a l area would seem t o bave provided a ready-
made c l i e n t e l e f o r at l e a s t e n t e r t a i n i n g l i t e r a t u r e . Perhaps t h i s 
was so, but the e a r l i e s t p o s i t i v e r e c o r d of a c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y at 
Stonehouse i s q u i t e l a t e , i n 1821. However, although t h e r e were few 
l i b r a r i e s recorded at Stonehouse, the ones which bave been d i s c o v e r e d 
seem t o e x h i b i t a marked tendency t o be l o n g e r - l i v e d than those of 
Plymouth and Devonport, w i t h the exception o f the f i r s t t o be d e s c r i b e d , 
HILLMAN's. Millman's, i n Chapel S t . , was r e f e r r e d t o o n l y i n 1821 (125) 
but i t seems p o s s i b l e t h a t he was the J . Millman l i s t e d as a bookbinder 
i n Chapel St. i n 1814 (126) and the l i b r a r y might t h e r e f o r e be a few 
years o l d e r than the d i r e c t o r y date. A John Millman, aged 36 years, 
was b u r i e d i n Qctober 1820 (127), and t h i s might provide a d u e as t o 
why no f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e s occur t o a c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y o f t h a t name. 
HUSS's L i b r a r y , a l s o i n Chapel S t . , was i n e x i s t e n c e by 1821 
(128) and continued f o r at l e a s t another twenty years. The Huss f a m i l y 
was prominent i n Stonehouse, and were s t a t i o n e r s i n Chapel S t . i n 1812 
and p r o b a b l y long before then (129). In 1824 the owner d i e d (130) and 
t h e r e i s some c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n the d i r e c t o r y evidence of what happened 
next a l t h o u g h the business remained i n the f a m i l y . An 1828 d i r e c t o r y 
r e f e r s t o the c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y o f Mr. Huss (131), another of the 
same year t o Mrs. Huss (132), 1830 Messrs. Huss & F i e l d (133), and by 
1843 the l i b r a r y belonged t o Mrs. Huss (134) who r e t a i n e d t h e s t a t i o n e r 
b u s i n e s s u n t i l at l e a s t 1852 and the l i b r a r y u n t i l at l e a s t 1850 (135). 
George NEWCOMBE was a b o o k s e l l e r and p r i n t e r i n Edgcumbe S t . , 
f i r s t mentioned i n about 1825 as the owner of the o n l y o t h e r c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r y t o be mentioned besides Huss's (136). By 1830 he had expcuided 
t h e b u s i n e s s t o a Reading Room and C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y , the terms of 
which a r e shown i n the advertisement, F i g . IO , of t h a t date (137). By 
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ARO 
E D G C U M B E - S T R E E T , 
1 
G. NEWCOMBE, 
Begs respectfully to inforni the public lUat In addition to the 
London and Provincial Neatpapert, he takes in " The New 
JJtmiUy" nad London Magazine ;" " Dlackwood't Edinburgh 
ilagazine;" "Tb* Vùted Service Journal aod Naval and MUi. 
'tory Magaxuief' " Tht ìtontUg Magazine The London 
UttiversU]/ Uagazine;" «ad " The Orientai Quarterly Reciew ;" 
«bich, after ìyìag a mooth on the table for the uie of the Sob-
icr iber t lo the Mew*>room, are lent to Don-sobicrlbert at a penoy 
or haUpenoy per day, aecordiog to the date of the number. 
. Subgcriben to the New»-room are entitled to take Book t 
p-om'the Library v^ithout any additional Sabscription. 
T O T H E L I B R A R Y A N D N E W S - R O O M . 
To Ih» LiWarp'otdii 
Per Y e . r 
B m U Y e i r 
Qurttr, 
UoDlb 
Wetk 
.. ts* Subitriptiont to he paìd in advanct. 
P Z t Z K T X S X a A K B B O O K . B Z K S X N G 
Juall tieir variotu Braneku-
; L O N D O N P B E I O D I C A L S S U P P L I R Ò . 
• t 
7V> tht Ncict-Room. 
£ ui. £ i. A. 
0 la 0 I l o 
0 -8 0 0 11 6 
0 5 0 0 7 0 
« Ï 0 0 Î 0 
0 0 0 0 l 0 
F i g . 10 G. Newcombe's News-room and C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y . 
Advertisement from BRINDLEY's Directory 1830. 
1837 Newcombe's premises, and probably h i s b u s i n e s s , bad been taken over 
by Edward W i l l i a m COLE, who apparently continued a c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y 
as one of b i s e n t e r p r i s e s l o n t i l at l e a s t 1857 (138). He was a l s o a 
p r i n t e r , b o o k s e l l e r , s t a t i o n e r and music s e l l e r , and i t was h i s f i r m 
which r e c e i v e d c o n t r a c t s and orders f o r the supply of books, p e r i o d i c a l s 
and b i n d i n g f o r the Medical L i b r a r y at the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l 
( v i d . Chapter 9.4). John BARTLETT of Union S t . was a b o o k s e l l e r and 
s t a t i o n e r who was a l s o recorded as a librarían, v i z . owned a c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r y , from at l e a s t 1862 (139) t o 1873 (140) . 
The l a c k o f références t o circulâting l i b r a r l e s at Stonehouse 
i n the l a t t e r h a l f o f the n i n e t e e n t h Century i s i n t e r e s t i n g . I t could 
mean t h a t t h e y d i d not e x i s t , apart from the couple mentioned above which 
operated f o r a few years o n l y . Stonehouse l a c k e d the différent types 
of a l t e r n a t i v e l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n which were a v a i l a b l e i n Plymouth and 
Devonport; i t had no p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y , i t s mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e was s h o r t - l i v e d , and i t d i d not achieve any rate-supported 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s u n t i l a f t e r 1914. Consequently i t seems r a t h e r 
Strange t h a t t he apparent l i b r a r y vacuum was not taken up by c i r c u ­
l a t i n g l i b r a r l e s . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the changing s o c i a l background 
can account f o r t h i s . Stonehouse was becoming overcrowded by the 
expanding working c l a s s e s and the standards of housing and s o c i a l 
a menities were a p p a l l i n g ; the s e c t i o n of the g e n e r a l p u b l i c i n Stonehouse 
which f o r m e r l y had the d e s i r e , means and f a c i l i t i e s i n which t o read 
f o r récréation was no longer prominent. I t seems l i k e l y t h a t those 
who wished t o use c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r l e s i n the l a t t e r part of the 
n i n e t e e n t h Century would bave taken advantage of the easy communi­
c a t i o n s t o use the l a r g e l i b r a r l e s which c o n t i n u e d t o e x i s t i n Plymouth 
c a t e r i n g f o r the needs of those who wished t o read recent l i g h t 
l i t e r a t u r e without u s i n g the p u b l i c l i b r a r l e s . 
4.1.4 Commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n newsrooms i n the Three Towns 
Although l i b r a r l e s are the primary focus of t h i s study, e a r l y 
newsrooms performed an important f u n c t i o n which was l a t e r taken 
over by the rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r l e s . In the Three Towns 
t h e r e was a p a r t i c u l a r l y concentrated need f o r access t o the most up-
to - d a t e i n f o r m a t i o n which c o u l d be obtained from the newspapers and 
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other ephemera t o be found i n newsrooms. There were the constant 
comings and goings of troop movements, of n a v a l s h i p s , and of merchant 
s h i p s ; the very l i v e l i h o o d of a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of the i n h a b i t a n t s of 
the Three Towns was bound up w i t h such events. Newsrooms were sometimes 
attached t o c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , l i k e Newcombe's a t Stonehouse. Others 
were e s t a b l i s h e d as separate e n t e r p r i s e s . In one sense they can be 
seen as the forerunners of modern s p e c i a l l i b r a r i e s and commercial 
departments i n l a r g e p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , f o r they f i l l e d the same type of 
need although i n a much l e s s s o p h i s t i c a t e d way. The o r g a n i s a t i o n about 
to be described was important to the Three Towns and i s i n c l u d e d a t t h i s 
p o i n t because i t seems t o have been e s t a b l i s h e d on a commercial b a s i s 
and t o have admitted anyone who could pay the s u b s c r i p t i o n , although 
there are some c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s which make i t s exact c l a s s i f i c a t i o n d o u b t f u l . 
The PLYMOUTH DEVONPORT AND STONEHOUSE C0^4MERCIAL ROOMS appear 
to have been an ambitious venture i n p r o v i d i n g cheap access to the 
l e a d i n g London and p r o v i n c i a l press. Their f o u n d a t i o n i s l a r g e l y a t t r i ­
buted t o "John Johnson Esq. of Plymouth" (141). The main newsroom was 
i n Plymouth, on the groxond f l o o r of the Freemasons' H a l l ( F i g . 11) at 
the east end of Cornwall S t r e e t , c o n v e n i e n t l y next t o the Market Gates. 
The b u i l d i n g was opened by the freemasons i n 1828, but i t was not u n t i l 
1832 t h a t the Commercial Rooms were e s t a b l i s h e d (142). These rooms were 
supported by "very numerous s u b s c r i b e r s " at the r a t e of 1 gn. per annum 
f o r each member, except i n the case of f i r m s , f o r which the s u b s c r i p t i o n 
was 1 5^ gn. f o r two p a r t n e r s , 2 gns. f o r three p a r t n e r s , and so on. For 
t h i s modest s u b s c r i p t i o n they had access to " a l l the l e a d i n g London and 
P r o v i n c i a l papers w i t h c e r t a i n s e l e c t p e r i o d i c a l s " and the newsroom was 
open f o r extensive hours, Mondays to F r i d a y s 7 a.m. t o 10 p.m., Saturdays 
7 a.m. t o 11 p.m., and Sundays 8 p.m. t o 10 p.m. (143). The f a c i l i t i e s 
were a v a i l a b l e to " s t r a n g e r s " (not r e s i d e n t w i t h i n f i f t e e n m i l e s radius) 
upon the i n t r o d u c t i o n of a s u b s c r i b e r and the r e g i s t r a t i o n of the user's 
name and address, a f t e r which he could use the room f o r seven days w i t h 
one f u r t h e r p e r m i t t e d e x t e n s i o n of seven days (144). 
The Commercial Rooms had branches i n Devonport and Stonehouse. 
The Devonport Commercial Rooms i n Tavistock S t . were d e s c r i b e d i n 1837: 
"The Reading Room i s very capacious, w e l l l i g h t e d w i t h gas, 
has good f i r e s , and every convenience. The p r i n c i p a l 
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F i g . 11 The Commercial Rooms, Freemasons' H a l l , Plymouth. 
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London and P r o v i n c i a l Papers, P r i c e s C u r r e n t , Shipping 
L i s t s , P a r i l a m e n t a r y Papers, e t c . are c o n s t a n t l y t o 
be found on t b e t a b l e s V (145) 
Tbe s u b s c r i p t i o n was quoted as 1 gn. per annum, but a l t b o u g h t b e 
Plymouth charge f o r p a r t n e r s of f i r m s was not s p e c i f i e d , i t seems 
l i k e l y t h a t charges were un i f o r m a c r o s s a l i of t h e branches. I t 
i s not c l e a r what happened t o cause the arrangements t o founder, but 
w i t h i n o n l y a year or two the Devonport Commercial Rooms were broken 
up, and were repl a c e d by a s i m i l a r but smallar establishment i n Fore 
St. run by Heydon the b o o k s e l l e r (146). 
The Stonehouse branch o f the Commercial Rooms was i n 
Edgcumbe S t . , i n 1837 a t the house of Mr. Cole who a l s o operated the 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y a l r e a d y mentioned (147). T h i s branch seems t o 
bave foundered l i k e t h e Devonport branch, probably because n e i t h e r 
Devonport or Stonehouse had the l a r g e commercial p o p u l a t i o n o f 
Plymouth t o provide t h e f i n a n c i a l backing. 
The Plymouth Commercial Rooms continued t o operate f o r at 
l e a s t t h i r t y years. In 1844 John Wreford (Wreyford?) was recorded as 
i t s "conductor" (148) , a l t b o u g h the p r e c i s e nature of t h i s o f f i c e i s 
not c l e a r . In 1853 t h e r e was a newspaper référence t o the annual 
meeting of the Plymouth Commercial Newsrooms i n t h e " S o c i e t y ' s " 
rooms i n Cornwall S t . , and t h e r e i s référence t o a-Committee, which 
suggests t h a t i t was perhaps more a k i n t o a p r i v a t e newspaper c l u b , 
but can a l s o be understood i n a commercial p r o f i t c o n t e x t . The 
référence d e s c r i b e s t h e newsroom as being s u p p l i e d w i t h s i x London d a i l y 
papers, s e v e r a l London weekly papers, numerous l o c a i papers, p e r i o d i c a l s 
and "other standard works" (149). In 1862 the names of members of the 
company running the newsrooms are g i v e n , and the attendant i s named 
as Mrs. Wreyford, who was probably the w i f e of t h e "conductor" of 1844. 
T h i s seems t o be the e a r l i e s t référence t o a woman h p l d i n g p a i d employ-
ment i n an o f f i c i a i c a p a c i t y i n a l o c a i l i b r a r y o r newsroom (150). The 
Commercial Newsrooms were d e s c r i b e d as " w e l l supported" i n about 1863 
(151), a f t e r which the r e c o r d s are s i l e n t . I t i s reasonable t o suppose 
t h a t i n any case i t would bave been rendered s u p e r f l u o u s from 1876 when 
the Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y began t o make generous p r o v i s i o n i n 
i t s Newsroom f o r l o c a l and n a t i o n a l newspapers and magazines and 
référence works i n i t s Référence L i b r a r y . 
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4.2 BOOK CLUBS 
Bookc'ubs were groups of p r i v a t e I n d i v i d u a i s who clubbed 
t o g e t h e r t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s t o purchase l i t e r a t u r a o f conimon i n t e r e s t 
which they c i r c u l a t e d throughout the group and then d i s c a r d e d . Often 
the c l u b s had a streng s o c i a l element, f r e q u e n t l y combining business 
w i t h p l e a s u r e by d i n i n g t o g e t h e r before t h e i r r e g u l a r b u s i n e s s meetings. 
The numbers o f raembers were u s u a l l y s m a l l , t y p i c a l l y perhaps a dozen 
or twenty raembers, who held t h e i r meetings e i t h e r i n a convenient centre 
such as a c o f f e e house or Inn, o r met i n r o t a t i o n at the homes o f 
members. The bookclubs were cheap and easy t o run because t h e y d i d not 
r e q u i r e much space or a s a l a r i a d librarían. Loan r e c o r d s c o u l d be 
minimal, perhaps nothing more than a r e g u l a r c i r c u l a t i o n l i s t attached 
t o each Ítem t o be c i r c u l a t e d . Clubs could be set up and disbanded 
v e r y e a s i l y , and were of an ephemeral nature, o f t e n l e a v i n g l i t t l e 
evidence from which they can be r e c o n s t r u c t e d . 
K e l l y has d e s c r i b e d the e a r l y h i s t o r y o f the bookclubs (151). 
The e a r l i e s t bookclubs seem t o have been among t h e c l e r g y o f South 
Wales i n the opening decade o f the eighteenth-century, but few o t h e r s 
are known before the mid-century and most of them were pro b a b l y 
r e s t r i c t e d t o the c l e r g y . The f i r s t s e c u l a r bookclub i s thought t o 
bave been founded a t L e i c e s t e r about 1740, and a few o t h e r s were 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n the Midlands b e f o r e 1750. The number of c l u b s 
i n c r e a s e d p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r 1780, when contemporary p o l i t i c a i i s s u e s 
i n America and France engendered a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of p e r i o d i c a l s 
and Pamphlets, which o f t e n formed a s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t of t h e stock o f 
the bookclubs. The c l u b s remained popular i n the opening decades of 
tb e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . K e l l y quotes a contemporary source i n 1821 
which estimated t h a t t h ere were about 600 bookclubs i n the Un i t e d 
Kingdom, p l u s some 750 magazine s o c i e t i e s and many newspaper s o c i e t i e s . 
Bookclubs had now reached t h e i r peak, and began t o d e c l i n e as 
competing f a c i l i t i e s began t o be e s t a b l i s h e d such as mechcmics' 
I n s t i t u t e s and other o r g a n i s a t i o n s concerned w i t h p r o v i d i n g r e a d i n g 
m a t e r i a l f o r the i n c r e a s i n g l y l i t e r a t a working c l a s s e s . In r e a l i t y , 
th e bookclub p r i n c i p i e was r e t a i n e d i n the many s o c i e t i e s which were 
formed under names such as mutual improvenent s o c i e t i e s , working men's 
c l u b s , which were e s t a b l i s h e d by and f o r the working c l a s s e s as 
education spread downwards, and these l a t t e r developments w i l l be 
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c o n s i d e r e d i n Chapter 6. 
Kaufman's census of pre-1800 bookclubs (152) shows t h a t the 
e a r l i e s t bookcliibs seem g e n e r a l l y t o have been e s t a b l i s h e d i n the 
Midlands and Northern England. ftoving towards t h e Westcountry, the 
e a r l i e s t o f the G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e group of bookclubs e x i s t e d from 1783, 
B r i s t o l had a c l u b i n 1790, and Taxonton had an e a r l y reading s o c i e t y 
i n 1766. The bookclubs l i s t e d by Kaufman f o r Devon c o n s i s t s o f the 
Exeter Reading S o c i e t y 1792, T i v e r t o n Reading S o c i e t y 1795, and 
Powderham L i t e r a r y S o c i e t y 1796. In C o r n w a l l , t h e r e was the Penzance 
L a d i e s ' Book Club i n 1770, L i s k e a r d Reading S o c i e t y 1791, and an 
undated r e f e r e n c e t o St. Ives Book Club. No doubt t h e r e were many 
o t h e r s , f o r example Polwhele r e f e r r e d t o "so many book-clubs being 
i n s t i t u t e d i n our d i f f e r e n t towns" i n h i s History of Cornwall which 
he was c o m p i l i n g i n the l a s t decade o f the e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y (153); 
but a p r e l i m i n a r y search of the r e s p e c t i v e County L o c a l H i s t o r y 
L i b r a r i e s and the County Record O f f i c e s has y i e l d e d l i t t l e except 
t h e Powder L i t e r a r y S o c i e t y , a C o r n i s h l a d i e s ' bookclub which was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1791 and continued t o at l e a s t 1799 (154). The great 
p r o f u s i o n i n the two c o u n t i e s seems t o have taken p l a c e i n the e a r l y 
n i n e t e e n t h century. Where d i d the Three Towns f i t i n t o t h e p i c t u r e ? 
They c o n t a i n e d a s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n t o permit t h e p o s s i b i l i t y 
o f both g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t and s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t bookclubs, which l e n t 
themselves t o the c i r c u l a t i o n of the c u r r e n t p o l i t i c a l news which was 
so important t o t h i s centre o f n a v a l , m i l i t a r y and commercial t r a f f i c . 
The r e l i a b l e evidence dates once again comes from thè e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y , but t h e r e are strong i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t i n Plymouth at l e a s t t h e r e 
was some a c t i v i t y before 1800. 
4.2.1 Bookclubs at Plymouth 
The f i r s t glimpse of what might have been some form o f l i t e r a r y 
s o c i e t y i n Plymouth i s recorded because of a ghost s t o r y connected w i t h 
t he group, which has otherwise sunk i n t o o b l i v i o n . The ghost s t o r y 
i t s e l f was f i r s t recounted i n the w r i t i n g s o f John Fox who d i e d i n 1693, 
which means t h a t the c l u b was i n e x i s t e n c e i n t h e l a t e seventeenth-
century. I t appears t h a t a group of people, i n c l u d i n g an a d m i r a l and 
a button-maker, met weekly at the "Bunch of Grapes" i n n ; the purpose of 
the meeting i s not completely c l e a r , although t h e r e seems no doubt t h a t 
145. 
at l e a s t p a r t of I t was a s o c i a l gathering t o d i n e t o g e t h e r . A more 
s p e c i f i c c o n s t r u c t i o n on the c l u b seems t o bave been given by S i r 
Walter S c o t t , wbo recounted the r e l e v a n t s t o r y i n h i s Lettera on 
demonology and witchcraft (155) and introduced i t as f o l l o w s : 
"An a p p a r i t i o n which too)c place a t Plymouth i s w e l l known, 
but i t bas been d i f f e r e n t l y r e l a t e d ; and having some 
reason t o t h i n k the f o l l o w i n g édition c o r r e c t , ... 
you must pardon i t s i n s e r t i o n . 
A c l u b o f persons connected w i t h s c i e n c e and l i t e r a t u r e 
was formed '.' (156) 
I t i s not known why Scott had reason t o t h i n k t h a t t h e v e r s i o n he 
recounted was t h e c o r r e c t one, or what grounds t h e r e were f o r a s s e r t i n g 
t h a t the c l u b was connected w i t h science and l i t e r a t u r e . Perhaps 
t h i s was a rétrospective r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n , h e a r i n g i n mind t h a t such 
c l u b s had become v e r y popular by the time S c o t t was w r i t i n g . In 
any case t h e r e i s no mention o f the a c t u a l a c q u i s i t i o n and c i r c u l a t i o n 
o f l i t e r a t u r e which marked a bookclub; but t h e circximstances are 
s u f f i c i e n t l y c u r i o u s t h a t they are worth n o t i n g as a p o s s i b l e e a r l y 
i n d i c a t i o n o f l i t e r a r y i n t e r e s t i n Plymouth. 
A l i t t l e more évidence i s a v a i l a b l e about the next example of 
what might bave been a proto-bookclub, which bas t h e u n l i k e l y name 
THE OTTER CLUB; i t e x i s t e d from about 1740 t o a t l e a s t 1790, the 
p e r i o d i n which Plymouth's l i t e r a r y awakening was t a k i n g p l a c e and the 
town had i n f l u e n t i a l men of a b i l i t y such as t h e Mudge f a m i l y and t h e i r 
v i s i t o r s such as Dr. Samuel Johnson, S i r Joshua Reynolds, and b i s p u p i l 
Northcote, i n connection w i t h whom the O t t e r Club i s mentioned. In 
1762 S i r Joshua Reynolds v i s i t e d Plymouth and brought w i t h him b i s 
f r i e n d Dr. Samuel Johnson; they stayed at the home of Dr. John Mudge 
who was président of the O t t e r Club, and t h e référence t o the c l u b was 
recordad by B o s w e l l . The unusual name of t h e O t t e r Club was d e r i v e d 
from i t s o r i g i n when twelve young men, i n c l u d i n g John Mudge, bathed at 
the Hoe each morning, and dined together once a f o r t n i g h t at the Pope's 
Head Tavern, a c e l e b r a t e d l o c a i i n n . The évidence f o r the l i t e r a r y 
a c t i v i t y o f t h e c l u b i s not c l e a r , but W h i t f e l d wrote t h a t : 
" L i t e r a r y and a r t i s t i c l i o n s l i k e Dr. Johnson and S i r Joshua 
Reynolds were welcomed. .... Polemics and ba n t e r i n g Person­
a l i t i e s v;ere banished from the c l u b ; t h e ob j e c t was 
l i t e r a r y and s c i e n t i f i c interchange, a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 
primary aim of good h e a l t h , which gave r i s e t o the o r i g i n 
o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n ' . ' (157) 
Worth, a u s u a l l y r e l i a b l e l o c a i h i s t o r i a n , a l s o a t t r i b u t e d a l i t e r a r y 
f\anction t o t h e c l u b (158) , and i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t both w r i t e r s 
146. 
had access t o some source which has not s u r v i v e d . The O t t e r Club 
continued t o at l e a s t 1790, when i t h e l d a j u b i l e e supper at i t s 
t r a d i t i o n a l meeting p l a c e , t h e Pope's Head Tavern, but i t cannot 
be i d e n t i f i e d a f t e r t h a t . Probably i t lapsed on the death of i t s 
key f i g u r e . Dr. Mudge, e a r l y i n 1793. 
There must be some doubt about whether t h e O t t e r Club was 
a bookclub. I t i s not unusual f o r a group t o be b e t t e r known f o r i t s 
s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s r a t h e r than i t s s e r i o u s purpose - f o r example, the 
general accounts of t h e Plymouth Medical Society, which i s known t o have 
the a c q u i s i t i o n of l i t e r a t u r e as one of i t s main o b j e c t s , concentrate 
on i t s f u n c t i o n as a d i n i n g c l u b and i t s sumptuous d i n n e r s ( v i d . i n f . ) . 
I f the O t t e r Club was founded w i t h t h e o b j e c t i v e s d e s c r i b e d by W h i t f i e l d , 
i t was one of the e a r l i e s t s e c u l a r bookclubs t o be formed. However, 
i t seems much more p l a u s i b l e t h a t a l i t e r a r y motive g r a d u a l l y c r e p t 
i n t o the c l u b as i t s members grew i n years, and i t c o u l d have been 
confined t o d i s c u s s i o n r a t h e r than t h e c o l l e c t i v e p u r s u i t of reading. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t would seem t o have become a s e r i o u s aspect of the 
c l u b f o r i t t o have been of i n t e r e s t t o Dr. Johnson. As the main 
f i g u r e of the c l u b seems t o have been Dr. John Mudge, Mudge biogra p h i e s 
were con s u l t e d w i t h l i t t l e success, and the W i l l o f John Mudge provides 
no r e a l c l u e t o h i s a t t i t u d e t o books, f o r the o n l y mention of h i s 
personal l i b r a r y i s an i n c i d e n t a l one i n which " a l l my p l a t e china 
l i n e n p i c t u r e s books ..." (158) were l e f t t o h i s w i f e . The case must 
again be r e g r e t f u l l y c o n s i d e r e d a d o u b t f u l one. 
There i s no doubt, however, about the book purchasing 
a c t i v i t i e s of the PLYMQDTH MEDICAL SOCISTY, which was founded i n 1794. 
T h i s seems t o have s t a r t e d as a t y p i c a l bookclub, w i t h r e g u l a r meetings 
which had a major s o c i a l element as w e l l as the business element. I t 
i s not c l e a r from t h e evidence of the f i r s t few years whether i t began 
w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f d i s c a r d i n g m a t e r i a l a f t e r a l l members had read i t , 
but t h i s seems t o be t h e most l i k e l y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . By 1800, however, 
i t had d e f i n i t e l y begun t o accumulate a permanent c o l l e c t i o n of books 
which e v e n t u a l l y became a l i b r a r y of over 2,500 volumes, and provided 
a general medical l i b r a r y f u n c t i o n f o r Plymouth h o s p i t a l s . For t h a t 
reason, i t i s more convenient t o d e s c r i b e the Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y 
L i b r a r y i n Chapter 9; but the S o c i e t y i s important here i n t h a t i t 
demonstrates d e f i n i t e bookclub c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1794, f i f t e e n years 
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before the next r e l i a b l e r e f e r e n c e . The wi t n e s s i s Henry Woollcombe, 
who wrote i n h i s d i a r y , on ain undated Saturday morning i n October 1810: 
"On Tuesday l a s t a f t e r d i n i n g w i t h the members o f an 
Hook Club at the Pope's Head, (159) 
About a year l a t e r , when c o m p i i i n g h i s Picture of Plymouth he wrote: 
"Se v e r a l s o c i e t i e s o f gentlemen, i n which new and p e r i o d i c a l 
p u b l i c a t i o n s are c i r c u l a t e d , bave lon g e x i s t e d here: and 
of l a t e years t h e medicai gentlemen e s t a b l i s h e d a c l u b , 
where books connected w i t h the science o f medicine o n l y , 
are introduced'.' (160) 
The l a t t e r r e f e r e n c e i s t o the Plymouth Medicai S o c i e t y , and the 
i m p l i c a t i o n from h i s statement i s t h a t bookclubs antedate i t . In 1821 
Rowe's guidebook mentions t h a t "there were s e v e r a l r e a d i n g s o c i e t i e s " 
i n t he town, "formed among p r i v a t e gentlemen" (161), which he expands 
i n t h e 1825 e d i t i o n t o read " s e v e r a l reading s o c i e t i e s and bookclubs" 
(162). The o n l y i n d i v i d u a i c l u b s from t h i s p e r i o d o f which d e t a i l s 
are known are two which concentrated not on the c i r c u l a t i o n of books 
but on newspapers, p e r i o d i c a l s and pamphlets, c a t e r i n g f p r the same 
k i n d o f needs f o r which the commercial newsrooms d e s c r i b e d i n the 
p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n were e s t a b l i s h e d . 
The COFFEE ROOM a d j o i n i n g the G u i l d h a l l i n 1812 was desc r i b e d 
by Woollcombe as "but o f recent establishment'.' (163) Members were 
e l e c t e d by b a l l o t , and p a i d two guineas per annum s u b s c r i p t i o n . Most 
members were "merc a n t i l e men, and some p r o f e s s i o n a l ones" (164),and 
t h e r e was no obvious l i m i t on the numbers. I t c o n t a i n e d London and 
p r o v i n c i a l papers, c h a r t s , maps, and "other p u b l i c a t i o n s , which tend 
t o e l u c i d a t e and e x p l a i n t h e occurrences of the day'.' (165) The 
EXCHANGE READING ROOM was e v i d e n t l y very s i m i l a r ; the Exchange had 
been b u i l t i n Woolster St. i n 1813, and the b u i l d i n g c o n t a i n e d from 
the beginning a reading room i n a d d i t i o n t o the o f f i c e s of the Chamber 
of Commerce, marine Insurance o f f i c e s , steam packet company, and o l i gas 
company (166) . The reading room was d e s c r i b e d as: 
"... a commodious apartment, ... s u p p l i e d w i t h the d a i l y 
and weekly j o u r n a l s o f the country and m e t r o p o l o i s , which 
are f i l e d f o r the r e f e r e n c e of the s u b s c r i b e r s . The members 
are chosen by b a l l o t , and pay an annual s u b s c r i p t i o n o f two 
guineas. Every member i s p e r m i t t e d t o i n t r o d u c e a stranger 
f o r one month ... The room i s open from seven t o n i n e i n 
the siimmer, and from e i g h t t o nine d u r i n g the w i n t e r " (167) 
The reading room was managed by a committee, of which ííichard Bayly 
was chairman i n 1822 and John Smith was Treasu r e r ; both o f these gentlemen 
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a p p a r e n t l y held the same o f f i c e s In 1830 (168), and i t i s not c l e a r 
whether th e y were e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y or how the s u b s c r i b e r s met t o 
manage t h e business. Indeed, i n the cases of both the Coffee Room 
and the Exchange Reading Room we are c l e a r l y d e a l i n g w i t h h y b r i d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s which do not show the f u l l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of bookclubs, 
but appear t o be p r a c t i c a l v a r i a n t s o f the bookclub p r i n c i p l e i n t h a t 
t h e r e was l i m i t e d membership, by e l e c t i o n , and no i n t e n t i o n t o b u i l d 
up a l i b r a r y - although back i s s u e s o f newspapers were r e t a i n e d f o r 
a w h i l e at the Exchange. The l a r g e numbers of members made i t 
i m p o s s i b l e t o emphasise the s o c i a l g a t h e r i n g s enjoyed by s m a l l e r c l u b s , 
and once the c l u b had been e s t a b l i s h e d s a t i s f a c t o r i l y i t probably needed 
v e r y l i t t l e machinery f o r government and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n because of the 
c o n t i n u i t y of requirement f o r the s e r i a l s which were the main contents. 
The Exchange Reading Room continued t o operate under the arrangements 
a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d u n t i l a t l e a s t 1843 (169), but by 1848 i t had e i t h e r 
lapsed completely and was being r e p l a c e d , or i t was r e o r g a n i s e d , f o r 
a newspaper advertisement announced t h a t : 
"The Plymouth Exchange S u b s c r i p t i o n Reading and News Room 
j u s t e s t a b l i s h e d at the Exchange i n Woolster S t . , were opened 
t o the A s s o c i a t i o n on Monday l a s t " (170) 
The new arrangements were s u c c e s s f u l , f o r at the end of the f i r s t year 
t h e r e were 144 members (171) , and i t was e v i d e n t l y governed by a 
committee f o r i n 1862 the o f f i c e r s a r e l i s t e d as P r e s i d e n t , V i c e - P r e s i ­
dent, S e c r e t a r y and Treasurer; the attendant i n t h a t year, who must have 
had a number of predecessors, was J . Welch (172). The l a s t r e f e r e n c e 
occurs i n 1880 (173), by which time t h e establishment of the l a r g e 
newsroom and other c u r r e n t i n f o r m a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s at the Free P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y had p o s s i b l y rendered p r i v a t e p r o v i s i o n l e s s necessary. 
Meantime, i t seems t h a t more t y p i c a l book c l u b s had continued 
t o be e s t a b l i s h e d , f o r i n 1845 A l f r e d Rooker was able t o r e c o r d t h a t : 
"The p r i v a t e book s o c i e t i e s i n Plymouth are numerous and r e s p e c t a b l e " ( 1 7 4 ) . 
One of them might have been t h e PLYMOUTH READING SOCIETY, which i s 
mentioned i n an advertisement by t h e b o o k s e l l e r G. H. L i d s t o n e i n 
1849 (17 5 ) , although t h i s might have been some form of commercial 
venture by L i d s t o n e r a t h e r than a genuine bookclub which used h i s 
premises ( v i d . sup. p . l 2 9 ) . i n the advertisement he informed readers 
t h a t many a d d i t i o n s of new and popular l i t e r a t u r e had been added, and 
t h a t t h e " d i s t i n g u i s h e d patronage" o f " r e s i d e n t N o b i l i t y and Gentry" 
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I s a t estimony t o the sound p r i n c i p i e s o f the S o c i e t y . 
The évidence f o r bookclubs at Plymouth i s t h e r e f o r e sparse, 
vin s a t i s f a c t o r y , and r a t h e r d i s a p p o i n t i n g . The ones which are s t r o n g l y 
suggested by general e a r l y références t o be l i k e l y t o bave t h e t y p i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f bookclubs are t a n t a l i s i n g l y e l u s i v e , and t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l c l u b s f o r which some d e t a i l s bave been found appear not t o 
be t y p i c a l bookclubs, but some form of s p e c i a l v a r i a n t such as the 
newspaper l i b r a r l e s or p o s s i b l y a h y b r i d v e r s i o n - the évidence i s not 
adequate t o enable any f i r m c o n c l u s i o n s t o be made about them. 
4.2.2 Bookclubs at Devonport 
The e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e t o a bookclub at Devonport seems t o 
be i n 1812: 
"A Book Club e s t a b l i s h e d amongst some o f the p r i n c i p a l 
i n h a b i t a n t s , which w i l l p r obably g i v e r i s e t o others'.' (176) 
but i t i s by no means c e r t a i n t h a t the w r i t e r of the guidebook was 
u s i n g the term "bookclub" i n thé sensé being considered here. I t 
c o u l d , o f course, be a genuine bookclub; o r , as seems more l i k e l y , be 
might bave been r e f e r r i n g t o t h e l i b r a r y f a c i l i t y which was probably 
t h e most évident f e a t u r e of the Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y 
founded i n 1808. There was a DEVONPORT READING SOCIETY l i s t a d among 
th e s u b s c r i b e r s t o a l o c a l guidebook i n 1828 (177). By 1830 t h e r e 
was the STOKE READING SOCIETY, e s t a b l i s h e d among "a few gentlemen", . 
and " s u p p l i e d w i t h t h e most approved works as t h e y is s u e from t h e press'.' 
The t r e a s u r e r of t h i s S o c i e t y was a n a v a l o f f i c e r , Capt. M. Dixon (178) . 
There a l s o e x i s t e d an o r g a n i s a t i o n w i t h t h e t i t l e "Plymouth, Stonehouse, 
cind Devonport Medical Reading S o c i e t y " which was based i n Devonport, 
but the name i s m i s l e a d i n g and the c h a r a c t e r of t h e group was of a 
p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y c h a r a c t e r ; i t i s d e s c r i b e d i n Chapter 9. 
In 1879 a STOKE DAMEREL READING AND RECREATION SOCIETY was opened i n 
t h e schoolhoase at Stoke Church, but n o t h i n g more i s known about i t ; i t 
seems l i k e l y t h a t , d e s p i t e the t i t l e , t h i s was one of the numerous 
groups of mainly working c l a s s o r i g i n which emerged i n the n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y as a new form of book c l u b and vinder other generic t y p e s of 
l i b r a r y t o be d e s c r i b e d i n Chapter 6. 
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4.2.3 Bookclubs a t Stonehouse 
The f i r s t r e f e r e n c e t o any o r g a n i s a t i o n which can l o o s e l y 
be d e s c r i b e d as a bookclub a t Stonehouse i s i n 1821, when a guidebook 
de s c r i b e d t h e r e c e n t l y opened STONEHOUSE READING ROOM (179). I t 
appears t o bave been of the newspaper c l u b t y p e s i m i l a r t o those 
a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d a t Plymouth. I t s members were mainly n a v a l and 
m i l i t a r y gentlemen, presumably mostly, i f not a i l , o f f i c e r s , who were 
admitted by b a l l o t . The s u b s c r i p t i o n was claimed t o be moderate, and 
the d a i l y and weekly newspapers, the navy and army l i s t s , and s i m i l a r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s were a v a i l a b l e . T h i s organisât ion continued t o be mentioned 
i n d i r e c t o r i e s u n t i l 1843 (180) but not t h e r e a f t e r . One p o s s i b l e 
reason f o r t h i s i s the establishment by the A d m i r a l t y and War O f f i c e 
of l i b r a r i e s and newsrooms f o r the Armed S e r v i c e s from about 1840 
onwards, which might bave r e s u l t e d i n the withdrawal of s u b s c r i p t i o n s 
by the m a j o r i t y o f former u s e r s of t h e Stonehouse Reading Room. 
A séries of C a r r i n g t o n ' s guidebooks from 1828 t o 1843 
c a r r y the statement t h a t "Several reading s o c i e t i e s bave been e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n Stonehouse'.' One of them, the STONEHOUSE READING SOCIETY, was 
a s u b s c r i b e r t o the 1828 e d i t i o n of t h a t séries; i t i s p o s s i b l e , 
however, t h a t t h i s was the name of t h e s o c i e t y which met at the 
Stonehouse Reading Room, and not another o r g a n i s a t i o n . Stonehouse 
had a c o f f e e room, but no reference bas been found t o any l i t e r a r y 
a c t i v i t y such as t h a t which which operated a t the Plymouth Coffee Room. 
Although the évidence i s sparse f o r Stonehouse, i t does 
accord q u i t e w e l l w i t h the s o c i a l backgrovmd of the p l a c e . I t was 
p r i m a r i l y a n a v a l area, w i t h the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l , t h e Royal Marine 
Barracks, and V i c t u a l l i n g Yards, and i t was e v i d e n t l y from t h e people 
inv o l v e d i n those employments t h a t t h e membership of the stonehouse 
Reading Room was drawn. The establishment of separate l i b r a r i e s and 
reading rooms by the Nâvy and' Royal Marines réduced the need f o r 
Servicemen t o support the c i v i l i a n e_stablishment, and probably 
c o n t r i b u t e d to i t s démise. L a t e r , âfter the p o p u l a t i o n Of Stonehouse 
had become overwhelmingly working c l a s s , the need of the working man 
to read gave r i s e t o new types of c l u b s and a s s o c i a t i o n s . 
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4.3 PRIVATE SUBSCRIPTION LIBRARIES 
P r i v a t e s u b s c r l p t l o n l i b r a r i e s d l f f e r e d from bookclubs i n 
t b a t they aimed at permanent c o l l e c t i o n s of books, and consequently 
needed adequate premises i n which t o house t h e growing l i b r a r i e s . 
Sometimes t h e accommodation was rented, but f r e q u e n t l y the p r i v a t e 
s u b s c r l p t l o n l i b r a r i e s obtained t h e i r own b u i l d i n g s through purchase 
or by e r e c t i n g them. The p r o p e r t y belonging t o the s u b s c r i b e r s 
c o u l d be of c o n s i d e r a b l e v a l u e , and some l i b r a r i e s were run on the 
l i n e s of J o i n t s t o c k companies, each p r o p r i e t o r purchasing a share 
i n t he p r o p e r t y which c o u l d be t r a n s f e r r e d or s o l d , subject t o the 
purchaser or t r a n s f e r e e being acceptable t o t h e other p r o p r i e t o r s 
and agreeing t o observe the r u l e s . In n o n - p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r i e s 
t h e r e might be an entranca f e e , but t h i s d i d not e n t i t l e the member 
t o a share i n t h e p r o p e r t y . In a l i cases, annual s u b s c r i p t i o n s were 
p a i d . The c o s t o f j o i n i n g and s u b s c r i b i n g v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y , but 
K e l l y quotes i n d i c a t i v e c o s t s of about 4-5 gns. share and 6s. - lOs. 
annual s u b s c r l p t l o n by about 1800, r i s i n g t o t h e r e g i o n of £20 and 
1 gn. i n the 1820s (181). P r o s p e c t i v e members were r e q u i r e d t o be 
e l e c t e d i n t o membership, u s u a l l y by b a l l o t by the p r o p r i e t o r s or 
s u b s c r i b e r s . O f f i c e r s were e l e c t e d by the members, and the Committee 
governed the L i b r a r y on behalf o f the members, d e v i s i n g r u l e s , s e l e c t i n g 
books f o r purchase, f i x i n g loan p e r i o d s , e t c . The s u b s c r i b e r s met at 
l e a s t a n n u a l l y t o s a n c t i o n the O^mmittee's work and take d e c i s i o n s on 
any necessary matters. The growing c o l l e c t i o n s of books r e q u i r e d 
the care of a l i b r a r i a n , who was not n e c e s s a r i l y a f u l l t i m e employee, 
and he was v e r y much the servant of b i s committee w i t h v i r t u a l l y no 
power of d e c i s i o n o r d i s c r e t i o n . He kept t h e r e c o r d s needed t o c o n t r o l 
the i s s u e of books and ensure t h a t volumes were not l o s t ; and he 
w r e s t l e d w i t h the problems of how t o arrange t h e catalogne and p h y s i c a l 
c o l l e c t i o n s . The l a r g a p r i v a t e s u b s c r l p t l o n l i b r a r i e s were, together 
w i t h the n a t i o n a l and u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r i e s , t h e c r a d l e s from which 
modem l i b r a r y management and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n bave developed. 
P r i v a l e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s were e s s e n t i a l l y l i b r a r i e s f o r 
the middle c l a s s e s , d e s p i t e the o c c a s i o n a i e x i s t e n c e of an e a r l y 
working c l a s s example such at L e a d h i l l s and elsewhere, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
Scotland. F r e q u e n t l y the l i b r a r i e s were known as "gentlemen's sub­
s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s y although l a d i e s were not s p e c i f i c a l l y 
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excluded I t seems t o have become more usu a l f o r them t o become members 
i n the second h a l f of the n i n e t eenth-century r a t h e r than before then. 
The s u b s c r i p t i o n of t h e head o f the household made i t p o s s i b l e f o r 
books t o be borrowed f o r the use of h i s immediate f a m i l y , and o f t e n 
enabled them t o use t h e l i b r a r i e s f o r r e f e r e n c e purposes e i t h e r f r e e 
of charge or at a minimal a d d i t i o n a l charge. 
The e a r l i e s t p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s have been shown 
by K e l l y t o have appeared once again among the c l e r g y , such as the 
conversion of Norwich Town L i b r a r y i n t o a s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y i n 1656. 
The f i r s t t r u e s e c u l a r l i b r a r y i s considered t o be t h e unusual working 
c l a s s s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y at L e a d h i l l s , but t h i s was a t y p i c a l . The 
f i r s t p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r y i n England was formed i n L i v e r p o o l i n 17 58 by 
the merger of t h r e e r e a d i n g s o c i e t i e s ; the l i b r a r y achieved r a p i d 
success and had a stock o f over 8,000 volumes by 18CX3. L i v e r p o o l was 
taken as a model by o t h e r s which q u i c k l y f o l l o w e d : 1765 Manchester, 
1768 Leeds, and 1779 Birmingham (182), t o name but a few. By the e a r l y 
nineteenth-century t h e l a r g e towns had t h e i r p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n . 
l i b r a r i e s and the movement was spreading i n t o s m a l l e r p l a c e s i n the 
1820s and 1830s. One o f the l a t e s t , and probably t h e g r e a t e s t p r i v a t e 
s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y t o be foxonded was the London L i b r a r y i n 1841; but 
t h i s was v e r g i n g on t h e e a r l y phase of r ate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , 
and as the l a t t e r grew, t h e support f o r p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s 
g e n e r a l l y dwindled and many went out of e x i s t e n c e . 
B r i s t o l , at t h e gateway t o the Westcountry, converted i t s 
o l d endowed l i b r a r y i n t o the B r i s t o l L i b r a r y S o c i e t y L i b r a r y i n 1772 , 
and the movement came s l o w l y westward. The s h o r t - l i v e d E x e ter L i b r a r y 
S o c i e t y was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1776 (183) . T a v i s t o c k , a small mining 
centre a few m i l e s n o r t h of t h e Three Towns s t a r t e d i t s l i b r a r y i n 1 7 9 9 ( 1 8 4 ) . 
In C o r n w a l l , the a m b i t i o u s Cornwall County L i b r a r y was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
1792 (185). The i n h a b i t a n t s of the Three Towns c o u l d not have been 
unaware of t h i s , but i t seems l i k e l y t h a t the c i v i c cind s o c i a l l e a d e r s 
were h e a v i l y preoccupied by more p r e s s i n g matters such as t h e e f f e c t s 
of war which l e f t p e n n i l e s s widows and orphans t o be cared f o r , the 
c o l l a p s e d overseas t r a d e which had t o be r e c o n s t r u c t e d , and the need 
f o r s o c i a l amenities which would b e n e f i t the many r a t h e r t l i a n the 
s e l e c t few who would have welcomed a l i b r a r y . I t was i n 1810 t h a t 
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Plymouth e s t a b l i s h e d the Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y whicb i n l a t e r 
years was renamed t h e Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t 
from i t s r a t e - s u p p o r t e d namesake. Devonport e s t a b l i s h e d t h e Devon-
por t P u b l i c L i b r a r y i n 1827, a f t e r a few years of s t r u g g l i n g t o 
o b t a i n the t a r g e t number of s u b s c r i b e r s . Stonehouse never 
achieved a p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y . The f i r s t p r i v a t e 
s u b s c r i p t ion l i b r a r y i n the Three Tovms was a c t u a l l y the f o u r t h t o 
be e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e c o u n t i e s of Devon and C o m w a l l , but i t bas 
o u t l i v e d t h e o t h e r t h r e e , and i s not o n l y t h e o l d e s t s u r v i v i n g l i b r a r y 
of i t s k i n d i n Devon and C o m w a l l , but one of the few i n the country 
which s t i l l opérâtes under arrangements s i m i l a r t o those which were 
usual i n the heyday o f p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , although i t 
l o s t i t s premises and most of i t s stock i n the B l i t z of 1941. 
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4.4 PLYMOUTH PROPRIETARY LIBRARY 
4.4.1 The o r l g l n and establishment of the L i b r a r y 
The immediate post Napoleonle War p e r i o d saw a surge i n c i v i c 
p r i d e and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y among the i n h a b i t a n t s o f Plymouth, who were 
a b l y l e d by members o f prominent l o c a l f a m i l l e s such as the Woollcombes, 
e r e c t a ballroom, h o t e l and théâtre, s u b s c r i p t i o n s being r a i s e d on the 
populär t o n t i n e p r i n c i p l e . The advertisement d e s c r i b i i n g t h e 
arrangements a l s o i n c l u d e d the statement t h a t : 
" I t i s intended t o a p p r o p r i a t e a part of one 
of the b u i l d i n g s t o a p u b l i c library'.' (186) 
The announcement, signed by the Mayor and nine l e a d i n g Citizens, was 
dated 25 October 1810; w i t h i n two weeks, the Mayor was a b l e t o i s s u e 
a s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t showing t h a t £11,000 of the r e q u i r e d E20,000 c a p i t a l 
had a l r e a d y been sub s c r i b e d (187). As each s u b s c r i p t i o n was r e q u i r e d 
t o be not l e s s than ElOO, t h i s rapid take-up shows t h a t t h e r e were a 
considérable number of wealthy people i n the area. Major c o n t r i b u t o r s 
i n c l u d e d the Lockyer, Fuge and Langmead f a m i l i e s , and the l i s t a l s o 
i n c l u d e d many l o c a i n o t a b l e s such as George E a s t l a k e and Henry Wooll-
combe who were t o be c l o s e l y connected w i t h the L i b r a r y which was eventu-
a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d . I t seems, however, t h a t some o f these c o n t r i b u t o r s 
were a l r e a d y having second thoughts about having a l i b r a r y tucked away 
i n the ballroom, h o t e l o r théâtre b u i l d i n g s . P o s s i b l y t h e y foresaw 
the Problems which might be c r e a t e d by having a p r i v a t e l y owned l i b r a r y 
i n a m u n i c i p a l l y owned complex (188). George E a s t l a k e i n p a r t i c u l a r 
c l e a r l y f e l t t h a t a separate l i b r a r y was a b a t t e r s o l u t i o n (189 ). 
I t was mainly due t o b i s e f f o r t s t h a t a p u b l i c meeting was convened on 
20 November 1810 at which i t was r e s o l v e d unanimously as f o l l o w s : 
"1. That t h e establishment of a P u b l i c L i b r a r y , f o r 
the gênerai d i f f u s i o n of science and l i t e r a t u r e , t o 
be connected w i t h a News-Room, as i n t i m a t e d i n the 
p r i n t e d p r o p o s a i , w i l l be an important advantage t o 
the towns of Plymouth, Dock, Stonehouse, and the 
surrounding country. 
2. That t h i s Meeting do agrée t o the establishment of 
such an I n s t i t u t i o n , t o be c a l l e d THE PLYMOUTH PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 
3. That t h e number of P r o p r i e t o r s be, at présent, l i m i t e d 
the Lockyers, and many o t h e r s . One of the f i r s t c i v i c schemes was t o 
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to one hundred; and t h a t any extenslon of t h e 
number, subject t o a b a l l o t , do remain f o r 
f u t u r e c o n s l d e r a t I o n . 
4. That each P r o p r l e t o r do s u b s c r l b e T h l r t y Guineas 
as a C a p i t a l ; and such s u b s c r i p t i o n , a n n u a l l y , as s h a l l 
h e r e a f t e r be found necessary t o the support o f the 
I n s t i t u t i o n , t o become due on the I s t . of January 
i n every year'.' (190) 
The COst o f a share, 30 gns. was c o m p a r a t i v e l y high; at Birmingham 
t h e p r i c e of a share i n 1812 was o n l y £10 (191). The Plymouth share 
p r i c e might bave been f i x e d a t such a h i g h l e v e l because i t was the 
s p e c i f i c I n t e n t i o n from the beginning not o n l y t o o b t a i n a good 
c o l l e c t i o n of books but a l s o t o e r e c t a b u i l d i n g . The s i x t h r e s o l u -
t i o n o f t h e foundation meeting was: 
"6. That the primary o b j e c t o f the i n s t i t u t i o n be the 
graduai formation of a L i b r a r y , comprising t h e most 
u s e f u l and approved works i n a n c i e n t and modern 
l i t e r a t u r e ; and a f t e r w a r d s , as t h e I n s t i t u t i o n s h a l l 
grow i n a b i l i t y , t h e purchase of ground, and t h e 
erectIon of a b u i l d i n g , s u i t a b l e f o r a L i b r a r y and 
Newsroom, t o be v e s t e d i n T r u s t e e s ; u n l e s s appro-
p r i a t e apartments can be provided f o r the purpose, 
w i t h i n the scheme of the new b u i l d i n g s , now on 
f o o t , f o r an H o t e l and Ballroom'.' (192) 
The element of doubt about the s u i t a b i l i t y of the c i v i c sponsored 
complex o f b u i l d i n g s was p i a i n i n the end of the r e s o l u t i o n , which 
probably made the p r o v i s o out o f p o l i t e n e s s and not i n t e n t ; n othing 
more seems t o bave been s a i d about i t . Although the p r i c e o f 
shares had been f i x e d q u i t e h i g h , t h e r e was no d i f f i c u l t y i n o b t a i n i n g 
t h e r e q u i s i t e number of p r o p r i e t o r s - i n f a c t they ended up w i t h 102 
i n s t e a d of the one hundred s t i p u l a t e d (193). The m a j o r i t y of those 
who had subscribed t o the c i v i c scheme a l s o took shares i n t h e L i b r a r y , 
but i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e t h a t although many l a d i e s were on the 
c i v i c share l i s t , not one l a d y appears on the l i s t o f o r i g i n a l 
l i b r a r y p r o p r i e t o r s . The reasons why the s u b s c r i p t i o n s were taken up 
so r a p i d l y i s a matter f o r s p e c u l a t i o n . There were c e r t a i n l y those who 
had a n a t u r a l t a s t e f o r l i t e r a t u r e and r e g r e t t e d the f a c t t h a t i t was 
d i f f i c u l t t o o b t a i n some of t h e more s e r i o u s and l e s s populär works i n 
Plymouth; o t h e r s , i t must be suspected, took up shares f o r p r e s t i g e 
purposes. There i s no o v e r t evidence t h a t t h e establishment of the 
L i b r a r y had the streng non-conformist support found i n some other 
p l a c e s such as Birmingham. 
The establishment o f the L i b r a r y moved forward r a p i d l y and 
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c o n f i d e n t l y . The foxondatlon meeting e l e c t e d a Temporary Committee 
t o d r a f t laws and r e g u l a t i o n s , but r u l e d t h a t t h e meetings of t h a t 
Committee were open t o any p r o p r i e t o r who might choose t o a t t e n d ; 
t h e quorum c o n s i s t e d of f i v e p r o p r i e t o r s , o f whom th r e e must be com­
m i t t e e members (194). A g e n e r a l meeting was h e l d i n the G a i l d h a l l 
on 18 December t o confirm the Laws and regulations and t o appoint 
t h e Committee f o r the f i r s t year (195), but d e t a i l s of t h i s meeting 
ar e l a c k i n g . The Mayor granted the temporary use of a room i n the 
G u i l d h a l l f o r the nucleus of the hook c o l l e c t i o n t o be s t o r e d v m t i l 
a proper b u i l d i n g c o u l d be e r e c t e d (195). A s i t e was purchased i n 
C o r n w a l l S t . , and a B u i l d i n g Committee was appointed on 22 October 
1811 (197). Although over £3,000 had been r a i s e d by the o r i g i n a i 
share s u b s c r i p t i o n s part of t h i s had a l r e a d y been expended t o form a 
"very v a l u a b l e c o l l e c t i p n o f books" (198), and i t appears t h a t a 
separate sum of El,400 had been su b s c r i b e d towards the s i t e and new 
b u i l d i n g by e a r l y 1812 (199). The Annual Meeting on 4 December 1812 
was r e q u i r e d t o consider the proposed extension o f the number of pro­
p r i e t o r s i n order t o r a i s e s u f f i c i e n t b u i l d i n g c a p i t a l (200) , but i t 
seems t h a t complete agreement was not reached, and a s p e c i a l meeting was 
c a l l e d on 18 December t o c o n s i d e r and determine t h e d e t a i l s o f measures 
t o r a i s e money f o r b u i l d i n g and f u m i s h i n g the L i b r a r y , and t o examine 
t h e r e p o r t and estimates of the B u i l d i n g Committee (201). The c a p i t a l 
was r a i s e d by c r e a t i n g 102 e x t r a shares, and g i v i n g the e x i s t i n g 102 
p r o p r i e t o r s a chance t o a c q u i r e an e x t r a share each; these shares were 
f i x e d at £20 each, not £30 as o r i g i n a l l y , but t h e r e appears t o be no 
d i s t i n c t i o n between them at a l a t e r date. A l i but 31 p r o p r i e t o r s took 
up t h e i r e x t r a share, and the L i b r a r y h e l d the o t h e r s a v a i l a b l e t o s e l l 
as s u i t a b l e new members were found (202). T h i s enabled the b u i l d i n g 
t o go ahead r a p i d l y , and on 12 August 1813 Mr. E a s t l a k e , who had become 
t h e P r e s i d e n t , issued a n o t i c e t h a t the b u i l d i n g was f i n i s h e d and 
ready f o r use; he c a l l e d a g e n e r a l meeting of the p r o p r i e t o r s i n the 
new b u i l d i n g on 24 August (203). The f i n a n c i a l problems had not been 
c o m p l e t e l y s o l v e d , f o r a meeting was h e l d on 10 September t o c o n s i d e r 
f u r t h e r t h e ways and means of paying the o u t s t a n d i n g debts. I f a "volun-
t a r y loan of £2,000 or £1,500" was not forthcoming, i t was intended t o 
proceed i n accordance w i t h the " E i g h t h Law" and c a l i upon every p r o p r i e ­
t o r f o r " b i s r a t e a b l e p r o p o r t i o n of the d e f i c i e n c y , ..." (204). On t h i s 
o c c a s i o n many s u b s c r i b e r s a p p a r e n t l y advanced l o a n s o f 10 gns. on t h e i r 
shares, which enabled the debt t o t h e tradesmen t o be l i q u i d a t e d . 
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and the s u b s c r l b e r s ' loans were g r a d u a l l y redeemed by 1833 (205). 
The L i b r a r y had so f a r cost about £5,0OO (206), o f which about £1,000 
had been spent on books and £4,000 on t h e b u i l d i n g (207); but the 
r e s u l t was a b u i l d i n g which was considered t o add l u s t r e t o t h e town, 
not o n l y f o r the c o l l e c t i o n of books, but a l s o f o r the f i n e a r c h i -
t e c t u r e , f o r i t was one of the many i n t e r e s t i n g b u i l d i n g s designed 
by John F o u l s t o n , who was a l s o t h e designer of the Theatre and Ho t e l 
complex i n which the L i b r a r y was o r i g i n a l l y t o bave been s i t u a t e d . • 
F i g u r e s 12 and 13 i l l u s t r a t e t h e o r i g i n a l f r o n t of the b u i l d i n g 
and the read i n g room, and a sk e t c h plan of the b u i l d i n g i s shown 
i n F i g . 14 . The b u i l d i n g was based on an Athenian tempie d e s i g n , 
and was d e s c r i b e d a t l e n g t h i n e a r l y guidebooks o f which t h e f o l l o w i n g 
i s one of the b r i e f e s t and c l e a r e s t account: 
"The P u b l i c L i b r a r y i s i n Cornwall S t r e e t , near t h e 
western entrance t o t h e market. The f r o n t i s coated 
w i t h Roman cement, and pr e s e n t s an elegant appearance: 
i t i s devoid of Windows, the s e v e r a l rooms being l i g h t e d 
from cupolas i n the r o o f . The entrance from the Street 
i s through a v e s t i b u l e , on e i t h e r s i d e of which a r e 
the committee and news-rooms. At the end of the 
v e s t i b u l e i s the l i b r a r y , a spacious and handsome 
apartment, f u r n i s h e d w i t h a double ränge of bookshelves. 
Access i s af f o r d e d t o the upper, by a f l i g h t of s t a i r s , 
concealed behind the p i l a s t e r s , which decorate t h e an g l e s , 
and l e a d t o a c o r r i d o r surrounding t h e apartment. Bach 
of the fo u r sides of t h e room i s surmounted by a b e a u t i f u l 
segment a r c h , r i c h l y ornamented, and supporting t h e r o o f , 
which terminates i n a l i g h t and elegant dome, r e s t i n g on 
f l u t e d p i l l a r s V (208) 
Now t h a t t h e L i b r a r y had i t s i n i t i a l s tock and a f i n e b u i l d i n g i t had a 
sound b a s i s upon which t o develop and can be s a i d t o have been f a i r l y 
e s t a b i i s h e d 
4.4.2 The e a r l y p e r i o d , 1814 - 1849 
The f i r s t steps taken by the p r o p r i e t o r s a f t e r t h e y had 
achieved t h e new b u i l d i n g was t o put t h e i r affàirs i n order. A Deed 
of Foundation dated 31 August 1814 vest e d t h e i r property i n t e n Trus t e e s 
(209), and on 7January 1814 the Laws were approved (210). A p r i n t e d 
copy o f t h i s document has s u r v i v e d , and g i v e s a d e t a i l e d p i c t u r e o f the 
L i b r a r y as i t was t o operate f o r many years (211). From t h i s 
f i f t e e n - p a g e document the L i b r a r y appears t o have the t y p i c a l c h a r a c t e r -
i s t i c s common t o p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r i e s . The pr o p e r t y was h e l d i n 204 
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equal shares, and was vested i n t r u s t e e s . Shares c o u l d be t r a n s f e r r e d 
o r bequeathed p r o v i d e d t h a t the assignee or l e g a t e e was o f f i c i a l l y 
admitted by t h e Committee and r e g i s t e r e d by the R e g i s t r a r . There was 
a General Committee, e l e c t e d by b a l l o t a n n u a l l y i n January, c o n s i s t i n g 
of the P r e s i d e n t , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , T r e a s u r e r , S e c r e t a r y and R e g i s t r a r , 
p l u s s i x t e e n p r o p r i e t o r s . I t met monthly, and any p r o v i s i o n a l 
r e g u l a t i o n s formed by i t were subject t o c o n f i r m a t i o n at t h e h a l f y e a r l y 
meetings of p r o p r i e t o r s . The Committee was r e q u i r e d t o e l e c t from i t s 
own membership sub-committees f o r Finance and accounts. New books cind 
b i n d i n g s , and any other sub-committee i t judged proper. 
There were two main c l a s s e s of membership. P r o p r i e t o r and 
Annual S u b s c r i b e r s . The p r o p r i e t o r ' s s u b s c r i p t i o n was t h r e e guineas 
" u n t i l t h e d i s c h a r g e of the l o a n " , u n l e s s t h e p r o p r i e t o r was a l a d y , 
i n which case she p a i d two guineas and was e n t i t l e d t o the p r o p r i e t o r ' s 
p r i v i l e g e s i n r e s p e c t of the L i b r a r y o n l y ( i . e . not the Newsroom). 
The annual s u b s c r i b e r : p a i d t h r e e guineas t o use t h e L i b r a r y , or f o u r 
guineas t o use t h e Newsroom and L i b r a r y . P r o p r i e t o r s a l s o had r i g h t s 
which l e d t o the r e c o g n i t i o n of .other o f f i c i a l c a t e g o r i e s o f user. A 
p r o p r i e t o r w i t h more than one share c o u l d nominate one gentleman on 
each e x t r a share, and he c o u l d use the Newsroom and L i b r a r y f o r 
reference o n l y a t the V i s i t o r ' s s u b s c r i p t i o n of two guineas; or the 
p r o p r i e t o r c o u l d nominate a l a d y who c o u l d use t h e L i b r a r y f o r two. 
guineas per annum, which e n t i t l e d her t o borrow books. Every p r o p r i e t o r 
had the r i g h t t o nominate on each share he owned one yoimg man aged 
15 - 21 y e a r s , as a Reader i n the L i b r a r y o n l y . Every p r o p r i e t o r c o u l d 
introduce as a Stranger any gentleman who had l i v e d l e s s than t h r e e 
months i n t h e Three Towns; the p r i v i l e g e o f a Stranger was c o n f i n e d t o 
reference use of the L i b r a r y and Newsroom f o r a maximum of t h r e e months. 
The Mayor ( i f a p r o p r i e t o r ) and the P r e s i d e n t had t h e s p e c i a l r i g h t 
of i n t r o d u c i n g any number of Strangers. No-one e l s e was permitted t o 
use the Newsroom o r the L i b r a r y , which were open from 8 a.m. t o 10 p.m., 
u n l e s s the Committee gave s p e c i a l p e r m i s s i o n , such as t o the donor of 
a v a l u a b l e g i f t who was on an o c c a s i o n a l v i s i t t o Plymouth. 
The Committee e x e r c i s e d the power t o d e c i d e which books, 
newspapers, maps and p e r i o d i c a l s should be purchased; t o s e l l superfluous 
books or newspapers; t o decide the time newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s 
should remain i n t h e Newsroom and L i b r a r y ; decide on loan p e r i o d s ; t o 
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exact f i n e s f o r overdue rétention of books or damage t o them; t o 
a l l o c a t e works i n t o l o a n catégories or t o i n t e r d i c t t b e i r c i r c u l a t i o n ; 
t o suspend d e f a u l t e r s ; and so on. Each June the L i b r a r y was c l o s e d 
from 20th. t o 30th. i n order t h a t a s p e c i a l sub-committee appointed 
by the Committee c o u l d examine i t s s t a t e and c o n d i t i o n . 
The L i b r a r i a n ' s post and r e s p o n s i b i l i t l e s are dismissed 
i n two paragraphs, which are again q u i t e t y p i c a l of the time. 
"1. The L i b r a r i a n , and such Servants as i t may be found 
necessary t o employ, s h a l l be appointed by the 
Committee, be under t h e i r d i r e c t i o n , and be removable 
at t h e i r discrétion; and the Committee s h a l l a l s o 
r e g u l a t e t h e i r s a l a r i e s and wages. 
2. The L i b r a r i a n s h a l l be deemed r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
v a l u e o f a l l the books which s h a l l be dep o s i t e d i n 
the L i b r a r y ; and i n case of the l o s s o f any book or 
books, not accounted f o r t o the s a t i s f a c t i o n o f the 
Committee, he s h a l l , at t h e i r discrétion, be l i a b l e 
t o r e p l a c e , or make compensation f o r the sameV 
A l i t t l e e x t r a l i g h t on t h e opération of the L i b r a r y i s shed by the 
Régulations for the c i r c u l a t i o n of books which were appended t o the 
Laws. To o b t a i n a book, every member had t o apply t o the L i b r a r i a n 
by l e t t e r or i n person. Only two works were allowed at a time, w i t h 
a maximum t o t a l of f o u r volumes. P r o p r i e t o r s c o u l d borrow " i n t e r -
d i c t e d books" (référence books) upon w r i t t e n a p p l i c a t i o n t o the 
Pr e s i d e n t . Overdue charges were 2d. per day, up t o the p r i c e of the 
volume or volumes, and these charges were p a i d t o the L i b r a r i a n . 
Members l i v i n g a t Dock or Stonehouse were allowed one e x t r a day f o r 
the r e t u r n of books, and two e x t r a days f o r members l i v i n g more than 
two m i l e s away. No référence was made t o the way i n which i s s u e s 
were recorded, presumably a l e d g e r , or the e x i s t e n c e o f a catalogue. 
The f i r s t L i b r a r i a n appears t o have been Joseph Wilde, who 
was probably appointed when the L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g was opened i n 1813; 
b i s name i s recorded i n d i r e c t o r i e s f o r 1814 (212) and 1822 (213), and 
b i s address appears as the L i b r a r y , where,as has been d e s c r i b e d above, 
t h e r e were apartments f o r h i s use. Nothing bas yet been found about the 
previous h i s t o r y o f Mr. Wilde, who was over s i x t y y ears o l d when 
appointed; b i s w i f e d i e d at Plymouth i n 1818 (214) and he r e t i r e d i n 
about 1823 and went t o l i v e near S h e f f i e l d , where he d i e d i n 1825 (215). 
He was succeeded as L i b r a r i a n by a much younger man, Abel Keen, who had 
become a p r o p r i e t o r i n 1817 and obtained a second share i n 1823 (216); 
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he s o l d both shares i n March and A p r i l 1824 (217) which suggest t h a t 
he became L i b r a r i a n at t h i s time, f o r the L i b r a r i a n c o u l d not be both 
a master ( p r o p r i e t o r ) and a servant of the L i b r a r y . He remained i n 
post u n t i l at l e a s t J u l y 1834, when h i s marriage annoxincement described 
him as L i b r a r i a n of the P u b l i c L i b r a r y . ( 2 1 8 ) . He seems t o have 
resigned soon afterwards, f o r i n 1836 the L i b r a r i a n was Samuel S k e l t o n , 
who was a l s o a p r i v a t e t e a c h e r of w r i t i n g and a r i t h m e t i c (219). By 
1843 S k e l t o n had been succeeded by A l f r e d Rae (220) who remained i n 
o f f i c e u n t i l 1849, when he resigned (221) and was succeeded i n h i s t u r n 
by L l e w e l l y n J e w i t t , of whom more w i l l be s a i d l a t e r . 
An i n t e r e s t i n g s i d e l i g h t on the L i b r a r y and i t s s t o c k - b u i l d i n g 
occurs i n t h e d i a r y of Humphrey Woollcombe, who d e s c r i b e d a meeting 
w i t h the P r i n c e Regent's L i b r a r i a n , Dr. C l a r k e , when d i n i n g w i t h S i r 
Diggory F o r r e s t together w i t h other n o t a b l e l o c a l people. Governor 
Creyke, Dr. Remmett, and Mr. Whidbey; 
" I ... found i t was the P r i n c e Regent's L i b r a r i a n , and the 
E d i t o r of The l i f e of Nelson. I sat next t o him, he t a l k e d 
much of our L i b r a r y , p r a i s e d i t h i g h l y , recommended s e v e r a l 
Books t h a t we ought t o have, and suggested what I have 
a l r e a d y considered t o be d e s i r a b l e , a good c o l l e c t i o n of 
works r e l a t i n g t o the h i s t o r y of our own country. He 
recommended our g e t t i n g C a s t l e ' s History , spoke w e l l of 
G u t h r i e ' s , and Ralph's which I never saw or heard of before'.' (222) 
Even as e a r l y as January 1812, Woollcombe had been ab l e t o r e c o r d : 
" I have l a t e l y d e r i v e d much s a t i s f a c t i o n from the L i b r a r y 
r e c e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d here; t h i s and other establishments have 
rendered Plymouth a much pl e a s a n t e r r e s i d e n c e than I at f i r s t 
found i t when I s e t t l e d here " (2-23) 
By about 1834 the stock had grown t o about 3,500 volumes, and a more r a p i d 
b u i l d up took place over t h e next decade, i n which 1,650 volumes .' 
were added (224). By the e a r l y 1840s the L i b r a r y had reached over 5,0O0 
volumes of " s e l e c t and v a l u a b l e " stock t o which "new p u b l i c a t i o n s are 
c o n s t a n t l y added", and "the newsroom i s r e g u l a r l y s u p p l i e d w i t h the 
d a i l y and weekly London and p r o v i n c i a l journals'.' (22 5) A l p h a b e t i c a l 
catalogues o f the stock were published i n 1812, 1814 and 1824 (226) but 
i n 1834 a broad subject c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was adopted, w i t h a l p h a b e t i c a l 
sub-arrangement (227). T h i s arrangement was repeated i n " s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
t h e same" form i n the 1843 Catalogue, a copy of which has s u r v i v e d (228). 
I t c o n t a i n s twelve c l a s s e s , each sub-arranged i n a l p h a b e t i c a l order of 
t h e subject as determined by t h e key words of t i t l e s ( F i g . 15 ), and an 
index i s provided t o the authors and the t i t l e s o f s e r i a l s and anonymous 
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yi» cijí»i V I I . 
l'octry, (CUuisic) S|>CCÌIIICIM of, by Cliorlud 
.'Vbr.iliaiii Elton, 3 v. 8vo Land. 181 1 
, (Ijijjlisli) IIi:itory of, by Ur. Tlioiiiau 
Warton, 1 V. 8vo 1821 
• , Music, lite. Essay oii, by Dr . Jaiucs 
Ucatiic. 6vo £diu. 1778 
, Ucdcclioiis on, by llic Abbé D u Dos, 
tnuislatctl by Thomas Nugciit, 3 V. 8vo. . . Land. Ì7 18 
l'iK-'ls, (Lliiglish) Lectures on the, by Wil l iam 
Ilazlilt, 8vo 1819 
J'olt/iitetis, hi/ lieo. Joseph Speiice, fol 1755 
Pope, (Alesaiukr) the W o r k s of, by Rev. 
Wi l l iam Lisle Bowles, 10 v. 8vo 180G 
}'ortraits,Furi;ì^iiandEn(/Uih,ioUhÀfintoiri, 
7 V. 4to 18.33 
Psyché, auJ ollier l'oems, by Mrs . I L Tighe, 
8vo 1811 
Public Gallcrics, Iland Hook to llic, by Mrs . 
Jaincsou, 2 v. 8vo 1812 
Racine, (Jean) Œuvres de, 5 l . l2nio l'itrk Mii'J 
HcjccteJ Addrcsses, 12nio Land. 1812 
Iteniaiiis of Nilhstlale and Galloway Song, by 
U . II. CrOMiek, 8vo 1810 
Reynolds, (Sir Josliua) ihe Works of, 3 v. 8vo. 1801) 
.Comnicmoralion of, by Martin Ard ier 
Shec, 12mo 1811 
Ilhynies of A r t , by tlie sanie, 12uio ISOi) 
Kimini, the Story of, a Poeni, by L . l lui it , 
12mo 1819 
Kogcrs' (Samuel) Pocuis, viï.— 
•Human Life, and ollier Pocuis, 12nio. . . 1819 
llaly, 2 V. 12mo 1823 
Pleabures of Memory, 12mo 1801 
•Uome, View of Modem (from Monte Giaiiocolo) Rome 170'5 
ULM.IIS L E T T L E S ; P O E T U Y ; T U E U U A M . l , K T C . 91 i 
SabbaÜi, (The) and other POCIUB, by Jomes 
Gmliaine, 12uio Edìn. 1808 
i Saga, Fr i lh iors , (u Legcnd of the Nortli) by 
I E . Tcgner, 8vo Stockholm 1839 
•Sal lnim, Catalogue of the Picturcs, &c. ni. 
12mo Phjmo. 1819 
Sappilo, Thcocrìtus, &c. traiislations from, by 
lùhvard D u Boia, 12mo Lond. 1799 
Scott's (Sir Walter) Poema, viz .— 
Edìn. 1813 
1817 
1810 
Lond. 1811 
Edin. 1815 
1811 
Minstrclsy of the Scottish Border, 3 v. 8vo. 1810 
1813 
Sculjilurc, Lecturea on, hy John Flaxman, 
Lond. 1829 
a7id Painlint/, li/ T. Carter, 
1838 
Shak8i>eare, (William) the Dramalic Works of. 
by Rev. Samuel Ayscougli, 8vo 1807 
, Index lo, by the samc, 
1790 
, IllustratiouB of, by F . 
1807 
Sliakspwire's Pl iys , by Samuel Johnson and 
George Sleeveus, rcviscd by Isaac Rced, 
1813 
V o i . 1.—Advcrlisements—Various Prefaces — Life and 
Anecdotes of Sliaksj>eare—Shaksi)earc'8 W i l l , 
&c. &c. 
2.—Essay on llie Lcarning of Shakspcare—I.ists uf 
Ancient and Motlcrn Kditiuns of Sliakspeare'b 
Pliiys and Pocms, &c. kc. 
F l g . 15. Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y Catalogue 1843. 
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Works. Approxlmately 2,250 works are entered i n C l a s s e s 1 - 1 1 , and 
n e a r l y one hundred sériais i n C l a s s 12. The works were d i s t r i b u t e d 
w i t h i n the c l a s s e s i n the approximate percentages shown i n Table 17 . 
Table 17. Plymouth P u b l i c ( P r o p r i e t a r y ) L i b r a r y stock 1843. 
C l a s s Subject heading ^ % works 
1 Theology and e c c l e ^ a s t i c a l h i s t o r y 6 
2 General h i s t o r y , biography 12 
and a n t i q u i t i e s 
3 B r i t i s h h i s t o r y , biography and 15 
a n t i q u i t i e s ; h e r a l d r y & numismatics 
4 Mental and moral philosophy, 4 
and éducation 
5 Ju r i s p r u d e n c e ; p o l i t i c s ; Parliamen- 10 
t a r y Reports and documents; p o l i t i c a l 
economy i n c l u d i n g commerce and 
s t a t i s t i c s 
6 N a t u r a l h i s t o r y ; a r t s and s c i e n c e s , 11 
i n c l u d i n g encyclopaedias 
7 B e l l e s l e t t r e s ; poetry; drama, and 9 
f i n e a r t s 
8 Language, d i c t i o n a r i e s and grammars 2 
9 Geography, topography, voyages and 16 
t r a v e l s 
10 Auctores C l a s s i c i , G r a e c i et L a t i n i 3 
11 M i s c e l l a n e o u s l i t e r a t u r e ; novels and 14 
romances; essays and t r a c t s 
Some c l a s s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 7, 9 and 11, contained s e v e r a l c o l l e c t e d 
works, so t h a t on a volume a n a l y s i s they would achieve a higher per-
centage than revealed above. C l a s s 5 contained e x t e n s i v e runs of 
Parliamentary papers which had been donated by the Government. About 
ten percent of a i l works had been donated, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e s u b j e c t s 
of theology, n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , and the government p u b l i c a t i o n s j u s t 
mentioned. Apart from the C l a s s i c s , the amount of f o r e i g n language 
m a t e r i a l was sm.all; s e v e r a l French works s c a t t e r e d throughout the 
c l a s s e s were mainly donated; some L a t i n works appear among o l d e r theo-
l o g i c a l and légal l i t e r a t u r e , again mainly donated. Rare examples 
of the Committee purchasing f o r e i g n language items seem t o be Biographie 
u n i v e r s e l l e , 71 volumes dated 1811, and a séries of d i c t i o n a r i e s (Greek, 
L a t i n , Hebrew, Spanish and F r e n c h ) , a i l of which were f o r référence use 
o n l y . Most of the éditions o f Greek and L a t i n c l a s s i c s i n C l a s s 10 
a l s o appear t o bave been purchased. As the L i b r a r y ' s a c q u i s i t i o n s 
164. 
p o l i c y had t o r e f i e c t the t a s t e s of i t s members In order t o r e t a l n 
f i n a n c l a l support, i t can be reasonably i n f e r r e d t h a t the most popular 
s u b j e c t s were the l a r g e s t c l a s s e s , v i z . h i s t o r y , biography, n a t u r a i 
h i s t o r y , geography and n o v e l s . T h i s would bave been t y p i c a l o f 
t h e t a s t e s of the p e r i o d , and i t i s f u r t h e r home out by t h e a n a l y s i s 
of a c q u i s i t i o n s purchased between March 1843 and March 1846 (229), 
which r e v e a l e d i n order of p o p u l a r i t y : 25% C l a s s 11 (miscellaneous 
l i t e r a t u r e i n c l u d i n g n o v e l s ) , 16% C l a s s 3 ( B r i t i s h h i s t o r y , biography 
and a n t i q u i t i e s ) , between 10 - 12% each f o r C l a s s e s 2 (General h i s t o r y ) , 
6 ( N a t u r a i h i s t o r y ) and 9 (Geography and t r a v e l ) . There were no 
a d d i t i o n s t o C l a s s IO ( C l a s s i c s ) , and o n l y 1 - 2% t o C l a s s 4 (Mental 
and moral philosophy) and 8 (Languages). 
In 1849 the L i b r a r y was i n a sound f i n a n c l a l c o n d i t i o n . I t s 
income was over £400, and the c r e d i t balance c a r r i e d forward from the 
p r e v i o u s year was over £150. During the year n e a r l y £200 was spent on 
the purchase of over 300 new volumes, £60 on the L i b r a r i a n ' s s a l a r y , 
ElOO was earmarked f o r the imminent e x t e n s i o n , and the balance of 
e x p e n d i t u r e , which amounted t o about £87, was accounted f o r by u n s p e c i -
f i e d sums on newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s , b i n d i n g 105 volumes, l i g h t i n g 
wages, Insurance and m i s c e l l a n e o u s items (230) . Not o n l y was the 
L i b r a r y i n a sound f i n a n c l a l c o n d i t i o n , but i t s pre-eminence as the 
l a r g e s t and most important l i b r a r y i n the Three Towns seems t o bave 
been e s t a b l i s h e d . This was f u r t h e r u n d e r l i n e d by events i n t h e next 
f o u r momentous year s , 1849 - 1853, which saw massive expansion due t o 
t h e a c q u i s i t i o n of the C o t t o n i an L i b r a r y and the H a l l i w e l l - P h i l l i p s 
C o l l e c t i o n , and the p e r i o d was marked, t o o , by the l i b r a r i a n s h i p o f 
L l e w e l l y n J e w i t t who made a tremendous impact on the town o f Plymouth. 
Each of these w i l l be considered s e p a r a t e l y and i n some d e t a i l at t h i s 
p o i n t , before r e t u r n i n g t o the g e n e r a l h i s t o r y of the L i b r a r y i n 
s e c t i o n 4.4.6 on page 173. 
4.4.3 The C o t t o n i a n L i b r a r y . ' 
The Cottonian L i b r a r y , c o n s i s t i n g o f about 2,100 volumes of 
books and about 5,000 p r i n t s , drawings and p a i n t i n g s , came t o Plymouth 
l a r g e l y by happy a c c i d e n t , f o r i n the e a r l y years of i t s main formation 
t h e r e was no l o c a i connection. The n u c l e u s of the c o l l e c t i o n had been 
formed i n London by W i l l i a m Townson, a Customs o f f i c i a i who was a 
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connoisseur o f the f i n e a r t s (231)j he bequeathed i t t o h i s protegee 
C h a r l e s Rogers, who had worked f o r Townson a t the Customs House, and 
was pro b a b l y s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by him as an a r t connoisseur and 
book c o l l e c t o r . The a c q u i s i t i o n s of these two men cannot always be 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d , but i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t Rogers c o n s i d e r a b l y augmented 
the p r i n t s and drawings through f r i e n d s and agents i n the a r t world. 
His f r i e n d s i n c l u d e d S i r Joshua Reynolds, Kaufmann, Romney, e t c . , whose 
work was represented besides the Old Masters such as Leonardo da V i n c i , 
Raphael, Michelangelo, Rubens and Rembrandt. The c o l l e c t i o n passed t o 
W i l l i a m C o t t o n , C h a r l e s Rogers's b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , on the l a t t e r ' s death 
i n 1784; and upon the death of W i l l i a m Cotton (the f i r s t ) i n 1791 t o 
h i s son W i l l i a m Cotton (the second). The l a t t e r s o l d many o f the most 
v a l u a b l e items i n 1799 and 1801, i n c l u d i n g what was considered t o be 
one o f the f i n e s t ever c o l l e c t i o n s o f Durer's p r i n t s ; the s a l e s 
r e a l i s e d about £4,000, the magnitude o f which i s a p p r e c i a t e d when i t 
i s remembered t h a t the foundation c o l l e c t i o n s of t h e B r i t i s h L i b r a r y 
had been purchased f o r £10,000 and £20,000 l e s s t h an f i f t y years 
p r e v i o u s l y , and only a part of the Townson-Rogers C o l l e c t i o n had been 
s o l d so i n v a l u e and magnitude the p r e - s a l e c o l l e c t i o n was among the 
best o f i t s k i n d . The Cotton r e s i d e n c e was at t h e P r i o r y , Leatherhead, 
but t h e Devon connection arose when W i l l i a m Cotton (the second) married 
C a t h e r i n e Savery of R a t t e r y i n Devon. On the death of W i l l i a m Cotton 
(the second) t h e remainder of the C o l l e c t i o n passed t o h i s son, W i l l i a m 
Cotton (the t h i r d ) , who had something of the s p i r i t o f Townson and 
Rogers i n him, and d i d a l l he co u l d t o r e s t o r e t h e C o l l e c t i o n t o i t s 
former g l o r y , i n p a r t i c u l a r by adding a c o l l e c t i o n o f Reynolds r e l i c s . 
Cotton l i v e d a t I v y b r i d g e , not f a r from S i r Joshua Reynold's b i r t h p l a c e 
at Plympton, and h i s f i r s t wish was t o found i n Plympton a Reynolds 
Memorial I n s t i t u t i o n which would i n c l u d e the c o l l e c t i o n of books, p r i n t s , 
and drawings. This scheme f a i l e d f o r reasons u n s p e c i f i e d but probably 
connected w i t h the co s t of accommodation and upkeep o f the C o l l e c t i o n . 
C otton, however, was determined t o ensure t h e s u r v i v a l o f the C o l l e c t i o n 
under c o n d i t i o n s i n which the p u b l i c c o u l d enjoy i t ; probably he wished 
t o prevent a r e p e t i t i o n of the damage done by h i s f a t h e r ' s s a l e of the 
c h o i c e s t items o f the pre-1799 C o l l e c t i o n . I t was not easy t o f i n d a 
s o l u t i o n . Cotton was prepared t o donate t h e C o l l e c t i o n f o r p u b l i c 
amusement and i n s t r u c t i o n on c o n d i t i o n t h a t a s u i t a b l e room would be 
pro v i d e d f o r i t s e x h i b i t i o n and t h a t i t would be kept i n t a c t . He d i d 
not o f f e r t o provide money f o r e i t h e r the establishment or the upkeep o f 
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the c o l l e c t i o n , which now became known as the Cottonian L i b r a r y . The 
r e c i p i e n t s of b i s o f f e r would t h e r e f o r e be r e g u i r e d t o provide c o n s i d -
erable sums f o r i t s i n i t i a l accommodation and i t s upkeep. Exeter was 
approached, but f e l t unable t o accept i t (232), and Plymouth Borough 
Cou n c i l a p p a r e n t l y a l s o f e l t unable t o accept i t , although both 
a u t h o r i t i e s were i n a p o s i t i o n t o bave invoked the 1845 Museums Act 
and used r a t e income, i f they had wished t o s e i z e the o p p o r t u n i t y . I f 
t h i s was even co n s i d e r e d , i t was probably r e j e c t e d because of the l a c k 
of g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t i n the f i n e a r t s , and the paramount p r i o r i t i e s o f 
d e a l i n g w i t h the new commercial o p p o r t u n i t i e s brought by the r a i l w a y 
and the s o c i a l problems of housing and d e f i c i e n t p u b l i c s e r v i c e s . 
The dileimna was solved by the p r o p r i e t o r s of t h e Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y , 
whose members probably contained t h a t s e c t i o n of the Plymouth p o p u l a t i o n 
which was capable of a p p r e c i a t i n g the importance of t h i s f i n e a r t s 
c o l l e c t i o n . 
The p r o p r i e t o r s of f ered t o e r e c t a s u i t a b l e room a t t h e i r own ex-
penseand t o convey i t w i t h the C o t t o n i a n L i b r a r y i n t o the hands of a 
body of t r u s t e e s which would be e s t a b l i s h e d as c u s t o d i a n s . T h i s o f f e r 
was accepted by Mr. Cotton i n 1850, and i n 1852 the l e g a i documentation 
was completed, i n c l u d i n g a Trust Deed, by v i r t u e o f which t h r e e t r u s t e e s 
were t o be appointed by Mr. Cotton, or h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , t h r e e by the 
p r o p r i e t o r s , and one was chosen j o i n t l y by the s i x appointees. About 
one h a l f o f the Cottonian L i b r a r y was t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o i t s new accommo-
dat i o n and was opened t o the p u b l i c on 1 June 1853; the remainder was 
t r a n s f e r r e d on Cotton's death i n 1862. The s p e c i a l accommodation f o r 
the C o t t o n i a n L i b r a r y was achieved by b u i l d i n g an e x t r a apartment over 
the Committee Room: 
"The Cottonian room i s approached by an elegant and spacious 
s t a i r c a s e from the v e s t i b u l e . I t i s a m a g n i f i c e n t apartment, 
h i g h l y enriched and l i g h t e d by a p i a t e g l a s s l a n t e m . The 
Panathenic f r i e z e from the E l g i n Marbles decorates the upper 
p o r t i o n of the room, and t h e w a l l s w i l l be ornamented w i t h 
a f i n e c o l l e c t i o n of o r i g i n a i p a i n t i n g s and drawings'.' (233) 
Figure 16 shows the new room, and F i g u r e 17 shows the remodelled 
f r o n t of the b u i l d i n g which was c a r r i e d out at the same time by the 
a r c h i t e c t s Wightwick and Damant. The f o r m e r l y blank f r o n t w a l l s were 
p i e r c e d t o g i v e some n a t u r a i l i g h t i n g i n the Reading Room and Committee 
Room. The c o s t o f c o n s t r u c t i o n was about £1,300, o f which about £300 
was d e f r a y e d out of the f\inds of the L i b r a r y and £1,000 came from lo a n s 
made by p r o p r i e t o r s and f r i e n d s , the l a s t l o a n being r e p a i d i n 1869 (234). 
F i g . 17 Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y . R e b u i l t f r o n t , c. 1852. 
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A p u b l i c s u b s c r i p t i o n was opened for the f u r n i s h i n g and f i n a l décoration, 
the l i s t being headed by £50 subscriptions from the Prince Consort and 
Plymouth Borough Coun c i l . I t was intended o r i g i n a l l y that t h i s Fund 
should be c a r r i e d on by annual subscriptions t o provide for the mainten-
ance of the Cottonian L i b r a r y , but income from t h i s source f a i l e d a f t e r 
a few years, leaving the cost of i t s upkeep t o f a l l on the p r o p r i e t o r s . 
The f i r s t part of the Cottonian L i b r a r y was received and 
arranged by Llewellyn Jewitt, who produced a catalogue, arranged by 
a r t form, in 1853 (235). The second h a l f was received in 1862, but no 
catalogue bas been published of i t , or of the whole c o l l e c t i o n , although 
a manuscript shelf l i s t was compiled in 1878 (236). E x p l o i t a t i o n 
of the c o l l e c t i o n t h e r e f o r e depended very much upon the L i b r a r i a n ' s 
knowledge of the contents, which were displayed in locked bookcases 
and e x h i b i t i o n cases. The books included incunabula and other e a r l y 
p r i n t e d works, as well as a range of works t y p i c a l o f a p r i v a t e 
gentleman's l i b r a r y - h i s t o r y , t r a v e l , l i t e r a t u r e - and a strong emphasis 
on the f i n e a r t s , i n c l u d i n g f i n e volumes of p r i n t s . Thus, although 
Cotton's int e n t i o n was t o make the c o l l e c t i o n a v a i l a b l e to the p u b l i c , 
the aids for e x p l o i t a t i o n were d e f i c i e n t and the value of the c o l l e c t i o n 
placed a strong r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on the Trustees t o ensure il5s proper 
préservation and conservation, rather thanto encourage e x p l o i t a t i o n . 
S t r i c t régulations were drawn up and enforced i n 1853, i d e n t i f y i n g 
f i v e catégories of users with varying privilèges (237). P r o p r i e t o r s 
and Subscribers could view the Cottonian L i b r a r y every day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., and could inspect items from the locked 
cases on a p p l i c a t i o n t o the L i b r a r i a n between twelve and two o'clock 
except Mondays; they could be accompanied by not more than two members 
of t h e i r f a m i l l e s . Donors of £21 and annual subscribers of Ign. to the 
Cottonian Fund had the same privilèges. Strangers and V i s i t o r s were 
admitted during the same hours, 10 a.m. - 4 p . m., upon a p p l i c a t i o n to 
the L i b r a r i a n and signing the V i s i t o r s ' Book, but they were only allowed 
to view, not t o inspect the contents. A r t i s t s and Students in Design 
could inspect or make copies or drawings (but not t r a c i n g s ) from any 
item on obtaining written permission from a Trustée. F i n a l l y , the Public 
was admitted t o view on Mondays, by t i c k e t s obtained from the L i b r a r i a n . 
No c h i l d r e n under six years were admitted in any category. These r u l e s 
came into opération on 1 June 1853 and remained i n f o r c e f o r the next 
f i f t y years. The p u b l i c access envisaged by Cotton d i d not come about. 
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f o r admission was very r e s t r i c t e d and the exi s t e n c e o f the Cottonian 
L i b r a r y was v i r t u a l l y f o r g o t t e n by the p u b l i c at l a r g e . The s u b s c r i p t i o n 
fund soon f a i l e d , and the f u l l c o s t o f l i g h t i n g , Insurance, e t c . f e l l 
upon the p r o p r i e t o r s , whose L i b r a r i a n was a l s o t h e Curator of the 
Cot t o n i a n L i b r a r y . Both o f these circumstances were viewed w i t h 
concern by the p r o p r i e t o r s i n t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ; a p o s s i b l e 
s o l u t i o n was a s p e c i a l i s t C u r a t o r , but there were no funds t o pay the 
s a l a r y (238). E v e n t u a l l y , i t was arranged t h a t t h e Co r p o r a t i o n of 
Plymouth should take over the Cottonian L i b r a r y and a d m i n i s t e r i t 
through t h e Muséum and A r t G a l l e r y Committee, but t h i s f a i l e d at the 
f i r s t attempt i n 1902 when t h e B i l l c o n t a i n i n g t h e r e l e v a n t c l a u s e was 
withdrawn "on account o f matters t o t a l l y unconnected w i t h t h i s C o l l e c ­
tion'.' (239) The mattar was pursued, and r e s u l t e d i n 1915 i n the 
d i s s o l u t i o n of the Tr u s t and t h e t r a n s f e r of the C o t t o n i a n L i b r a r y 
i n t o a s p e c i a l room i n the Muséum and A r t G a l l e r y which was opened 
t o the p u b l i c i n 1917^ 
I t w i l l be évident from t h i s account o f t h e C o t t o n i a n 
L i b r a r y t h a t the p r o p r i e t o r s made a momentous décision when they 
o f f e r e d t o accept i t on W i l l i a m Cotton's terms. Not o n l y d i d they 
bave t o provide the accommodation, but c l e a r l y they r e q u i r e d someone 
w i t h the knowledge and s k i l l t o accept and organise the v a l u a b l e 
contents of books and f i n e a r t p r i n t s , drawings, e t c . They found 
t h e r i g h t man i n L l e w e l l y n J e w i t t . 
The Cottonian L i b r a r y , o f t e n c a l l e d Cottonian Muséum, bas remained 
i n the A r t G a l l e r y , i n the o r i g i n a l bookcases and d i s p l a y cases, 
s t i l i v i r t u a l l y i n a c c e s s i b l e p a r t l y because o f t h e préservation 
requirement but p a r t i c u l a r l y because i t s c o n t e n t s are not known t o 
s c h o l a r s who might wish t o use them, although a ca r d index was 
compiled many years ago. As the r e s u i t o f d i s c u s s i o n s between 
the author and the Muséum s t a f f , a p r o j e c t bas been set up t o 
recatalogue the complete c o l l e c t i o n under the author's s u p e r v i s i o n . 
I t i s hoped t h a t t h i s w i l l not o n l y r e v e a l much p r e v i o u s l y unrecor-
ded évidence of provenance and ownership of t h e books, but w i l l 
p r ovide a d e t a i l e d c l a s s i f i e d card catalogue f o r immediate use and 
the b a s i s f o r a p u b l i s h e d catalogue which w i l l reach t h e wider 
p u b l i c and a s s i s t i n r e a l i s i n g the i n t e n t i o n s o f the donor. 
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4.4.4 L l e w e l l y n J e w i t t , L i b r a r i a n 1849 - 1853 
In inld-1849 A l f r e d Rae resi g n e d from the post o f L i b r a r i a n 
and the Committee began t o a d v e r t i s e f o r a new L i b r a r i a n . They 
i n v i t e d a p p l i c a t i o n s from c a n d i d a t e s under f o r t y years o l d w i t h "a 
ge n e r a l acquaintance w i t h books and other l i t e r a r y intelligence',' 
and who co u l d provide t e s t i m o n i a l s o f ch a r a c t e r and compétence, p l u s 
a s e c u r i t y of ElOO. The s a l a r y which was o f f e r e d was £70, an in c r e a s e 
of £10 on the previous L i b r a r i a n ' s s a l a r y , which might p o s s i b l y i n d i -
c a t e t h a t an.increased r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was envisaged. The d u t i e s were 
not s p e c i f i e d but "may be Icnown upon a p p l i c a t i o n at the Library'.' (240) 
The c l o s i n g date was 4 J u l y , and the s u c c e s s f u l candidate was expected 
t o commence immediately. The appointée might bave been a s u r p r i s e 
t o many people, f o r he had no connection w i t h the area and had no 
pr e v i o u s l i b r a r y expérience, although the l a t t e r was of no p a r t i c u l a r 
conséquence at t h i s time. L l e w e l l y n J e w i t t was probably appointed 
because of h i s proven l i t e r a r y and a r t i s t i c a b i l i t y , which would bave 
been p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l e v a n t a t t h i s time when there was pr o b a b l y a l r e a d y 
some n e g o t i a t i o n about t he C o t t o n i a n L i b r a r y , ( f o r ElOO was put a s i d e i n 
1849 f o r the enlargement o f the L i b r a r y although nothing was f i n a l i s e d 
u n t i l l a t e r ) . 
L l e w e l l y n J e w i t t was born i n 1816 at Kimberworth near 
Rotherham, and was the seventeenth son of Arthur and Martha J e w i t t (241). 
H i s f a t h e r broke w i t h t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f a m i l y employment i n t h e S h e f f i e l d 
c u t l e r y t r a d e and became a p r i v a t e schoolmaster, running académies i n 
s e v e r a l l o c a t i o n s i n the North o f England, where he became a welDoiown 
and s u c c e s s f u l t o p o g r a p h i c a l w r i t e r and founder of the Northern star, a 
Y o r k s h i r e monthly magazine. He was L l e w e l l y n ' s sole t u t o r , and L l e w e l l y n , 
l i k e s e v e r a l of b i s b r o t h e r s , i n h e r i t e d b i s f a t h e r ' s l i t e r a r y enthusiasm. 
He a l s o shared the a r t i s t i c a b i l i t y of h i s o l d e r b r o t h e r s Orlando and 
Edwin, who were notable engravers. By the time L l e w e l l y n was twenty 
he had become an accomplished w r i t e r , a r t i s t , wood engraver, and general 
s c l e n t i s t . In 1838 he married and moved t o London where he worked as 
an I l l u s t r a t o r of popular l i t e r a t u r e such as Penny magazine, P i c t o r i a l 
history of England, and many o t h e r s . In the next few ye a r s he developed 
a c a r e e r i n j o u r n a l i s m d u r i n g which he made the acquaintance o f many 
n o t a b l e people. For h e a l t h reasons he moved t o Oxford, then back t o 
London as the manager of the i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f Punch, again r e t u r n i n g 
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F l g . 18 Bust cuid autograph of L l e w e l l y n J e w i t t 
(from W. H. GOSS's L i f e and death of Llewellyn Jewitt,1889) 
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t o Oxford f o r h e a l t h reasons. I t was at t h i s stage that he a p p l i e d 
f o r the post o f L i b r a r i a n at Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y , b e l i e v i n g t h a t 
t h e Westcountry a i r would b e n e f i t t h e h e a l t h of h i m s e l f and h i s 
f a m i l y . C l e a r l y the i n t e r v i e w i n g Committee f e l t t h a t t h i s candidate 
had a v e r y s u i t a b l e l i t e r a r y and a r t i s t i c a b i l i t y , and he was not 
iinacquainted w i t h l i b r a r i e s , having used the B r i t i s h Museum L i b r a r y 
f o r h i s a n t i q u a r i a n and a r t i s t i c r e s e a r c h . 
I t was during J e w i t t ' s l i b r a r i a n s h i p t h a t the L i b r a r y 
b u i l d i n g was extended and remodelled, the f i r s t p art of the C o t t o n i a n 
L i b r a r y r e c e i v e d , organised, d i s p l a y e d and catalogued, and t h e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f H a l l i w e l l - P h i l l i p s manuscripts were added. C l e a r l y he 
was kept v e r y busy, and the s u c c e s s f u l arrangement of the C o t t o n i a n 
L i b r a r y and i t s Catalogne were h i s main d i r e c t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the 
Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y , p l u s h i s good o f f i c e s i n a c q u i r i n g t h e 
H a l l i w e l l - P h i l l i p s c o l l e c t i o n . However, he a l s o made an impact on 
many other i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the town i n h i s comparatively short stay, 
t o the extent t h a t the l o c a i newspapers p r i n t e d h i s encomium: 
"LLEWELLYN JEWITT. As t h i s gentleman i s about t o l e a v e 
Plymouth, we deem i t but an act o f j u s t i c e t o c a l i 
a t t e n t i o n t o the g r e a t s e r v i c e s which, during h i s 
residence bere, he has rendered t o the d i f f e r e n t p u b l i c 
I n s t i t u t i o n s o f t h i s town. The P u b l i c L i b r a r y has been 
improved under h i s management;, the arrangement of t h e 
Cottonian L i b r a r y i n t h e b u i l d i n g has been most c r e d i t a b l e 
t o h i s t a s t a and judgment, and has been c a r r i e d out 
g r a t u i t o u s l y and w i t h much pain s . At the Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e t h e advantages o f h i s l a b o u r s as S e c r e t a r y , 
have r e c e i v e d ampie t e s t i m o n y - i n the increase o f i t s 
members and the i n t r o d u c t i o n of a s u p e r i o r c l a s s o f 
l e c t u r e s . The Plymouth Athenaeum i s not without 
o b l i g a t i o n t o bim - f o r l e c t u r e s of a h i g h v a l u e , and 
f o r t a k i n g a prominent p a r t i n many i n t e r e s t i n g 
d i s c u s s i o n s t h e r e . In a l i these r e s p e c t s the r e t i r e m e n t 
of Mr. J e w i t t from t h e P u b l i c L i b r a r y , and h i s departure 
from the town, w i l l be f e l t a l o s s of no i n c o n s i d e r a b l e 
kindV (242) 
In September 1853 J e w i t t l e f t Plymouth f o r Derby, because o f h e a l t h 
reasons, but he made l a t e r v i s i t s and kept i n contact w i t h h i s f r i e n d s , 
and p u b l i s h e d a guidebook and a standard h i s t o r y of the town. 
Plymouth was a small i n t e r l u d e i n t h e l i f e o f t h i s man who achieved a 
n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n i n the f i e l d s o f a r t and l i t e r a t u r e , but i n those 
f o u r years he achieved more l o c a i r e p u t a t i o n than many who l i v e d i n 
Plymouth a l i t h e i r l i v e s . 
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4.4.5 The Halliwell-Phillips Collectlon 
Jewitt had been instrumental in obtaining for the Plymouth 
Public Library a collection of manuscripts donated by James Orchard 
Halliwell, later Halliwell-Phillips, the Shakespeare authority. It 
i s not clear how long the two men had been acquainted but before 
October 1851 Jewitt had acquired some seals via Halliwell for bis 
private collection, and correspondence dated 25 October, ma i n i y on that 
subject, indicated that Halliwell had already received from Jewitt 
some Information about Shakespeare editions. It i s inferred that 
the Information was about the f o l i o Shakespeare of 1623 which was held 
in the Library, and Halliwell requested more details for possible use 
in the f o l i o edition of Shakespeare which he was preparing. The details 
of why Halliwell chose Plymouth for bis donation are not known, but 
Jewitt himself claimed to be the m.edium through which i t wàs made (243). 
In 1852 or early 1853 Halliwell donated a collection of 144 manuscripts 
and printed books to the Library, and in 1853 he published a catalogue 
which he had compilad himself (244). The collection did not contain 
many Ítems of local interest, but consisted of: 
"...originai documents relating to Devonshire, Somerset 
Dorset, Wilts (containing an autograph of Lord Burleigh), 
Surrey, Kent, Berks, Buckinghamshire, Herefordshire, 
Norfolk, Lincolnshire, and Northumberland; also papers and 
correspondence of the Archer family of the coxinties of 
Essex, Berks and Derby, commencing in 1599, but chiefly 
belonging to the 18th century; diary and memoranda books 
of Dr. John King, of Corpus C h r i s t i College, Oxford, and 
Rector of Chelsea, and of Pertenhall, Bedfordshire, 
1690-1731, and numerous religious and historical MSS of 
the 15th, 16th and 17th centuriesl' (24 5) 
The collection was placed in the Committee Room of the Library, for 
the problem of space was becoming a serious one, as the extensión 
had been exclusively for the Cottonian Library and did not appear 
to bave resultad in extra space for the main Library. 
4.4.6 Library development 1853 - 1914 
The result of the donations and extensions in the brief period 
1849-53 was an enlarged building with about twenty thousand volumes, 
i f the Cottonian and Law Library deposited collections are included with 
the fifteen thcusand volumes of the main Library i t s e l f . Records are 
lacking to show the detailed development of the Library, but various 
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gllmpses suggest t h a t f o r many years the L i b r a r y went on much as i t 
d i d b e f o r e the p e r l o d of b r l e f excitement. The 1854 e d i t l o n of the 
Catalogue, wrongly s t y l i n g i t s e l f t h e f i f t h e d i t l o n when i t was r e a l l y 
the s i x t h , c o n t a i n e d over 5,000 works r e p r e s e n t i n g about 15,000 volvimes 
(246). A supplement c o v e r i n g the a d d i t i o n s 1854-1861 was p u b l i s h e d 
i n 1851 (247). The 1854 general c a t a l o g u e was probably produced v e r y 
q u i c k l y by W i l l i a m Hunt, who succeeded L l e w e l l y n J e w i t t i n 1853; i t 
r e v e r t e d t o one a l p h a b e t i c a l sequence o f t i t l e e n t r i e s w i t h an 
author index. T h i s was not s u f f i c i e n t l y s o p h i s t i c a t e d f o r readers t o 
e x p l o i t t h e l a r g a stock of over twenty thousand volumes i n 1876, when 
the next e d i t l o n was p u b l i s h e d . The 1875 e d i t l o n ( " s i x t h " but a c t u a l l y 
seventh) was planned as a c l a s s i f i e d arrangement, w i t h f i v e main c l a s s e s 
each w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e sub-classes, w i t h i n which the normal arrangement 
was an a l p h a b e t i c a l author and t i t l e sequence; indexes of s u b j e c t s and 
authors completed the volume (248). T h i s p u b l i c a t i o n contained about 
12,0OO works, and the balance of s t o c k had changed c o n s i d e r a b l y a s 
the f o l l o w i n g comparison shows: 
C l a s s I Theology and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l b i s t o r y 
C l a s s I I J u r i s p r u d e n c e , government and 
p o i i t i c s 
C l a s s I I I Philosophy, science and the a r t s 
C l a s s IV H i s t o r y , e t c . 
C l a s s V B e l l e s l e t t r e s 
1876 
4% 
4% 
9% 
51% 
22% 
1843 . 
(6%) 
(10%) 
(15%) 
(42%) 
(27%) 
L i t t l e appeared t o bave been d i s c a r d e d s i n c e the 1843 Catalogue, and 
donations had formed a cçmparatively i n s i g n i f i c a n t number of the 
a c q u i s i t i o n s , so the change of balance, p l a c i n g a much heavier emphasis 
on the h i s t o r i c a l c l a s s , i n c l u d i n g biography, must bave been achieved 
through d e l i b e r a t e purchase. 
The L i b r a r y was c o n t i n u i n g t o operate under r u l e s which were 
e s s e n t i a l l y those e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1814 and d e s c r i b e d at the beginning 
of t h i s account, although t h e r e had been a few minor m o d i f i c a t i o n s such 
as r e v i s e d f i n e s , and the g e o g r a p h i c a l d e f i n i t i o n of a Stranger was now 
someone who l i v e d more than twelve m i l e s away. Another m o d i f i c a t i o n 
which had been made, at an unknown date, was t h a t members of a 
p r o p r i e t o i f s. o r s u b s c r i b e r ' s f a m i l y c o u l d read i n the L i b r a r y f r e e of 
charge; t h i s had e v i d e n t l y been a l o n g standing arrangement when i n 
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J u l y 1871 the Committee passed a law p r o h i b i t i n g t b l s f a c l l l t y wltbout 
the payment of an e x t r a h gn. s u b s c r i p t i o n (249). P r o t e s t s were 
w r i t t e n . t o tbe P r e s s , i n c l u d i n g t b e f o l l o w i n g v e r s e s whicb suggest t b a t 
t b e move was p a r t i c u l a r l y a g a i n s t t b e l a d i e s : 
"Lines d e d i c a t e d t o the Committee o f the 
Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y , by A P e r l . 
A solemn conclave met around 
The board t h a t was not f e s t i v e 
With l o o k s o f wisdom most profo\ind 
And bended brow suggestive. 
There ros e a parfume of f r e s h p a i n t 
Comingled w i t h new l e a t h e r 
There r o s e a murmur low and f a i n t 
Of t a l k i n g a i l t o g e t h e r . 
M a j e s t i c brows were bent i n i r e 
And l e a r n e d heads were shaken 
And w r a t h f u l eyes shot gleams of f i r e 
As when great gods awaken. 
And d o u b t l e s s much was s a i d and proved 
By Solomon f o r g o t t e n 
And then unanimously moved 
The State of t h i n g s was r o t t e n . 
And so t h e room t h a t once was b r i g h t 
Ah me.* those vacant p l a c e s 
W i l l never never see the l i g h t 
Of those f a i r women face s . 
The v i c t i m s o f t h e i r c h o r a l rage 
Were i n o f f e n s i v e l a d i e s 
Thus do t h e Herods of our âge 
Send innocents t o Hades'.' (2 50) 
Apparently the Committee were not i n touch w i t h members' views and 
the new r u l e was r e s c i n d e d by a gênerai meeting, f o r under t he 1876 
Rules (251) up t o t h r e e members of a s u b s c r i b e r ' s f a m i l y were permitted 
t o read i n the L i b r a r y . The correspondence p u b l i s h e d i n J u l y 1871 on 
the c o n t e n t i o u s law i s of i n t e r e s t f o r the l i g h t i t c a s t s more g e n e r a l l y 
on the L i b r a r y . 
"... Can i t be p o s s i b l e ... i n thèse days of p r o g r e s s i o n , 
t h a t t h e Committee bave thought f i t to c u r t a i l t h e privilèges 
which t h e i r members have so long enjoyed? I f e a r however 
t h a t such i s the f a c t but I am at a l o s s t o understand on 
what grounds such a step can have been taken; c e r t a i n l y 
i t cannot be t h a t we do not pay s u f f i c i e n t l y f o r t h e 
accommodation g i v e n , f o r t h e r e are many p r o p r i e t o r s who 
have l o n g thought we do not get a qu i d pro quo. One t h i n g 
i s c e r t a i n , t h a t a much b e t t e r supply of the best c u r r e n t 
l i t e r a t u r e might be obtained on much e a s i e r terms'.' (252) 
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The w r l t e r o f t h a t l e t t e r p r o b a b l y had i n mlnd one of t h e l a r g e r 
commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , but i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t he was 
one o f those who were i n t e r e s t e d i n a f r e e p u b l i c l i b r a r y f o r 
Plymouth. Comments i n t h e débate l e a d i n g t o the adoption o f the 
Public libraries Act±n 1871 o c c a s i o n a l l y r e f e r r e d t o the e x c l u s i v e n e s s 
o f t h e p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r y and e v i d e n t l y some members were prepared 
t o g i v a up t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s and would p r e f e r t o p a t r o n i s e a r a t e -
supported l i b r a r y (see Chapter 7 ) . There was some c o n f u s i o n between 
t b e two l i b r a r i e s p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r 1876 when the rate - s u p p o r t e d 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y opened, and was a l so r e f e r r e d t o as "Plymouth P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y l ' The Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y Committee e v e n t u a l l y 
complained about the p o s t a i c o n f u s i o n , and at the annual gen e r a l meeting 
of p r o p r i e t o r s on 11 February 1881 they changed the name f o r m a l l y from 
Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y t o Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y (253). I t 
seems p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e new competitor had a l s o i n f l u e n c e d another 
change i n the laws of t h e P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y , f o r t h e o l d régulation 
which prevented l a d i e s from having access t o the Newsrooms had been 
rep e a l e d by 1876, i n which year l a d i e s and gentlemen • had the same 
s u b s c r i b e r r i g h t s . I t was probably about t h i s time t h a t more l a d i e s 
began t o j o i n the L i b r a r y ; t h e r e had been no l a d i e s on the o r i g i n a i 
l i s t o f p r o p r i e t o r s , but l a d i e s soon began t o ac q u i r e shares through 
i n h e r i t a n c e , many of them s e l l i n g the shares w i t h l i t t l e delay, but some 
were kept by the l e g a t e e s . The f i r s t l a d y t o . a c t u a l l y buy a share 
seems t o be E l i z a b e t h P e t h i c k i n 1853 (154). 
By 1880 the P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y was f a c i n g a s e r i o n s accommo-
d a t i o n problem. A s p e c i a l meeting was hel d t o c o n s i d e r p o s s i b l e s o l u -
t i o n s , and i t was recorded t h a t t h e L i b r a r y had in c r e a s e d by some 
5,000 volumes i n the past twenty years and was now about 16,000 (255). 
(Perhaps some volumes had been re p l a c e d or d i s c a r d e d , f o r t h i s t o t a l 
i s somewhat l e s s than t h e 20,000 volximes estimate of 1876, but i t must 
be remembered t h a t these were a l i approximations, and the net r e s u l t 
was s t i l i a l a r g e stock w i t h accommodation problems). The Law S o c i e t y 
L i b r a r y had been l o c a t e d i n the P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y s i n c e 1815 (see 
Chapter 9.3), and the p o s s i b i l i t y of g a i n i n g space by e j e c t i n g i t had 
a l r e a d y been considered and r e j e c t e d i n December 1879. Now the house 
on t h e east s i d e of the L i b r a r y was f o r s a l e , but the Committee lack e d 
funds t o purchase i t . A generous and wealthy member, Mr. Robert 
B a y l y , had purchased t h e house f o r £1,000 and o f f e r e d i t t o t h e 
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Committee f o r the same p r i c e . I t was agreed by a lar g e m a j o r i t y of 
the s p e c i a l meeting t o purchase t h e house from Mr. Bayly, r a i s i n g t h e 
r e q u i r e d s\im on loan notes o f £2 5 a t 4% i n t e r e s t . The purchase was 
completed i n e a r l y 1881 (256) but the debt was not paid o f f f o r many 
y e a r s , and perhaps t h i s was t h e beginning o f the f i n a n c i a l t r o u b l e 
which t h e L i b r a r y began t o expérience l a t e r i n the decade. 
Some détails of the L i b r a r y can be gleaned from d e s c r i p t i o n s 
i n 1881 (257) and 1885 (2 58). The income was £561 i n 1880 and £608 i n 
1885. In 1880 315 volumes had been added t o stock; i i ^ ^ ^ 9 was spent 
on books and £79 on newspapers and magazines. Issues i n 1880 were 
7,965 volumes and 4,770 p e r i o d i c a l s ; i n 1885, 13,998 and 4,740. T h i s 
suggests an improvement i n membership and use. The L i b r a r y was open 
every day except Sundays, Good F r i d a y and Christmas Day, from IO a.m. 
t o lo p.m.; the Newsroom from 8 a.m. - IO p.m. The L i b r a r i a n from 
at l e a s t 1861 t o 1880 had been A. Haldane, who had been r e p l a c e d by 
1884 by J . Whitmarsh. The s t a f f i n 1885 c o n s i s t e d of the L i b r a r i a n , 
who attended from 10 a.m. t o 4 p.m.; and a s u b - l i b r a r i a n who l i v e d i n 
th e b u i l d i n g ( t h i s was W i l l i a m King who was s u b - l i b r a r i a n from at 
l e a s t 1869 and d i e d i n March 1887. The post o f s u b - l i b r a r i a n probably 
evolved from the former post o f p o r t e r , the d u t l e s of which were 
s p e c i f i e d i n the 1876 Laws as: 
"... the P o r t e r s h a l l remain i n charge o f the L i b r a r y , and 
d e l i v e r or r e c e i v e books, he keeping a c o r r e c t account 
of them, and producing i t t o the L i b r a r i a n on h i s 
next arrivai'.' 
T h i s arrangement was probably o f long standing; although t h e f i r s t 
L i b r a r i a n h i m s e l f occupied t h e rooms provided i n the L i b r a r y , by 1850 
J e w i t t was l i v i n g i n a p r i v a t e house. 
In 1888 came the f i r s t r e p o r t of f i n a n c i a l t r o u b l e ; i t was 
not too s e r i o u s , f o r by e x e r c i s i n g t h e s t r i c t e s t economy t h e d e f i c i t 
f o r the year 1887 was l e s s than £5, and t h i s was mainly a t t r i b u t e d t o 
the c o s t o f a new catalogue which c o s t £32 but r e a l i s e d o n l y £4 i n s a l e s ; 
t h e debt on 17 Cornwall St. was s t i l i £800 (259). N o v e r t h e l e s s the 
Committee was c o n f i d e n t of the g e n e r a l sovmdness of t h e i r p o s i t i o n . 
Book purchases had been maintained (272 volumes), the L i b r a r i a n ' s 
s a l a r y was r a i s e d from £90 t o £100, and a pension o f £12 p.a. f o r 
f i v e years was granted t o W i l l i a m King's widow. Although some members 
had s a i d p u b l i c l y i n previous y e a r s t h a t they would leave t h e P r o p r i e t a r y 
L i b r a r y and j o i n t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r y any such défection seems t o have 
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had l i t t l e e f f e c t . 
A few l e t t e r s w r i t t e n by the L i b r a r i a n J . Whitmarsh have 
s u r v i v e d , i n correspondence w i t h one o f the few more s e r i o u s readers. 
Rev. Lawley who subscribed from Dartmouth (260). On 17 October 1892 
he l i s t e d some of the l a t e s t purchases which would i n t e r e s t h i s reader: 
"Some of our l a t e s t purchases o f books a r e : 
Lancaster & York. A century of English History. 
History of the Verney Family. 2 v o l s . 
An Englishman in Paris. 2 v o l s . 
Twenty five years of St. Andrews 
History of St. Mary the Virgin Oxford': 
On 24 February 1893 Whitmarsh was e v i d e n t l y p l e a s e d : 
"Th i s morning I r e c e i v e d from Exeter a p a r c e l on the 
opening of which I found a copy of York H i s t o r i c Towns 
s e r i e s by the Rev. I . Raine. On t u r n i n g over the pages 
I found evidence of your v e r y great kindness and 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ... 
I had not been long i n the L i b r a r y t h i s morning b e f o r e 
I heard of the book, f o r two or t h r e e had read reviews 
of t h e work. I could announce w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e p r i d e 
t h a t I was the possessor of the i d e n t i c a l book'.' 
In March, Whitmarsh wrote t h a t he was e n c l o s i n g v e r y rough c o p i e s 
of the l a t e s t purchases made by t h e Committee, a p p a r e n t l y l i s t s marked 
i n b l u e and red t o i n d i c a t e the books purchased. On 24 March the 
same year, he wrote more despondently: 
"My whole time i n the L i b r a r y i s taken up w i t h the i s s u i n g 
o f magazines and n o v e l s . The work i s t o o monotonous 
t o be c h e e r f u l , and t h e l i t e r a t u r e t o o f l i m s y f o r 
r e t e n t i o n . I t i s a r e l i e f t o handle such books as you 
ap p l y for'.' 
The s u b j e c t s of these books which he found a r e l i e f t o handle were 
mainly church h i s t o r y , theology and t r a v e l . The r e f e r e n c e s t o the 
f l i m s y l i t e r a t u r e probably e x p l a i n s the d i v i s i o n o f stock i n t o two 
c a t e g o r i e s a p p a r e n t l y some time a f t e r 1881 but b e f o r e 1887, f o r the 
r e p o r t on 1887 r e f e r s t o 6,560 i s s u e s from permanent stock and 6,7 53 
from t h e p r o v i s i o n a l shelves, and 101 of the new volumes p l a c e d on the 
p r o v i s i o n a l shelves; the term p r o v i s i o n a l stock suggests ephemeral 
l i t e r a t u r e perhaps such as n o v e l s , but i t d i d not appear t o i n c l u d e 
magazines and reviews which were s e p a r a t e l y recorded i s s u e s (261). 
The L i b r a r i a n Whitmarsh bad been succeeded by J . woodley by 1901, 
and no more f i r s t h a n d evidence i s a v a i l a b l e . Information about the 
L i b r a r y from about 1890 t o 1914 i s scarce, but t h e glimpses which do 
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appear do not suggest t h a t i t s u f f e r e d the sharp d e c l i n e being 
experienced by the Cornwall County L i b r a r y d u r i n g t h i s p e r l o d (262). 
The hard c o r e o f p r o p r i e t o r s e v i d e n t l y maintained t h e i r shares, and 
there were many s u b s c r i b e r s . In 1897 t h e r e were 280 members (263) , 
and i n 1900 t h e Committee was c o n f i d e n t enough t o e i l a r g e the b u i l d i n g 
by a new wing (264). In 1901 the L i b r a r y was d e s c r i b e d as having 
àn i s s u e t o t a l : o f 34,00O per annum and a stock o f 45,OOO volumes (265); 
the i s s u e f i g u r e seems f e a s i b l e , but the stock f i g u r e seems t o be a 
m i s p r i n t , f o r t h e stock d i d not exceed 20,OOO i n 1881 and was s a i d 
then t o have i n c r e a s e d by 5,OOO volumes i n twenty years. The annual 
purchase o f new volumes does not seem, from e a r l i e r evidence, t o have 
exceeded 200 - 300, and a net gain o f about 2 50 volumes per annum 
would b r i n g t h e stock f i g u r e i n 1901 t o about 25,OOO. Another p o s s i b l e 
e x p l a n a t i o n i s a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t way of co u n t i n g u n i t s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
among the s e r i a l s , i n which case 45,OOO c o u l d be t h e number of items 
i n c l u d i n g unbound s e r i a l p a r t s . 
The L i b r a r y achieved i t s centenary i n 1910, but was s t i l i 
o p e r a t i n g under r u l e s which had not been a l t e r e d i n e s s e n t i a l s from the 
o r i g i n a i ones o f 1814 d e s p i t e some m o d i f i c a t i o n s which have been 
n o t i c e d , and an amended v e r s i o n of the Laws p r i n t e d i n 1915 confirmed 
th a t t h i s s i t u a t i o n continued up t o the t e r m i n a l date o f t h i s study, 
1914. The main change which a f f e c t e d members, apart from the i n c r e a s i n g 
b e n e f i t o f c h o i c e among the l a r g a and growing sto c k , was probably the 
r e l a x i n g o f borrowing r u l e s . There were i n 1915 two l e v e l s of 
s u b s c r i p t i o n : two gns. p.a. t o have the r i g h t t o t a k e out ten volumes 
at a time and f o r t h r e e members of the s u b s c r i b e r ' s f a m i l y over t h e 
age o f f i f t e e n t o use the Reading Rooms; o r , one guinea p.a. f o r t h e 
personal r i g h t t o use the L i b r a r y and Reading Rooms and t o take out 
three volumes at a time. P r o p o r t i o n a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r perio d s of 
thr e e o r s i x months were a l s o allowed. I t was much e a s i e r f o r people 
t o j o i n t h e L i b r a r y , which had l o s t some of i t s e x c l u s i v e n e s s i n the 
attempt t o remain f i n a n c i a l l y v i a b l e , but p r o p r i e t o r s had s t i l i t o be 
admitted by the b a l l o t of the Committee, a l t h o u g h s u b s c r i b e r s had 
only t o be intro d u c e d by a member and approved by t h e Committee. To 
some e x t e n t , t h e r e f o r e the L i b r a r y had been m o d i f i e d d u r i n g the one 
hundred years o f i t s h i s t o r y , but beneath s u r f a c e changes i t s t i l i 
r e t a i n e d t h e o r i g i n a i p r i n c i p l e s which c h a r a c t e r i s e p r o p r i e t a r y 
l i b r a r i e s . 
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4.5 DEVONPORT CIVIL AND MILITARY LIBRARY 
Devonport had experienced the b e n e f i t s of the L i b r a r y of 
the Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y from 1808 t o about 1821, 
and the l o s s of t h i s f a c l l l t y seems t o have been the one most 
r e g r e t t e d when th e S o c i e t y disbanded i n about 1821. I t was not long 
before an attempt was made t o provide an even b e t t e r f a c i l i t y . A 
meeting was h e l d a t the Townhall on 27 A p r i l 1824, f o l l o w i n g a p u b l i c 
n o t i c e , t o c o n s i d e r the proposai t h a t the r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g population 
of Devonport and the P a r i s h o f Stoke Damerei "bave long c a l l e d f o r the 
establishment of a P u b l i c Library'.' (266) The meeting was lander the 
chairmanship of W i l l i a m Foot, probably the former member of the Dock 
L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y of t h a t name i n 1816. The meeting 
passed s e v e r a l r e s o l u t i o n s , t o the f o l l o w i n g e f f e c t : s u b s c r i p t i o n s 
should be i n v i t e d immediately f o r e r e c t i n g a s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g and 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a L i b r a r y and Newsroom t o be c a l l e d Devonport P u b l i c L i b r a r y ; 
shares should be £30; annual s u b s c r i p t i o n s 3 gns.; the management 
would be a General Committee c o n s i s t i n g of a président, two v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t s , T r e a s u r e r , S e c r e t a r y and s i x t e e n members, e l e c t e d annually 
by b a l l o t ; the General Committee at i t s f i r s t meeting should appoint 
a S p e c i a l Committee of seven t o s e l e c t the books, which were t o 
c o n s i s t of the best modern éditions and u l t i m a t e l y the a n c i e n t c l a s s i c 
authors a l s o , but e x c l u d i n g h o v e l s and books o f an e x c l u s i v e l y pro-
f e s s i o n a l n a t u r e ; as soon as one hxondred p r o p r i e t o r s had signed the 
l i s t s i n banks and s t a t i o n e r s ' Shops the Chairman should convene the 
General Meeting t o c a r r y the L i b r a r y i n t o e f f e c t ; thanks were given t o 
S i r John St. Aubyn, Lord of the Manor, f o r b i s o f f e r of a s i t e , and a 
committee was set up t o c o nfer w i t h Mr. C o l e , h i s agent, about an 
e l i g i b l e s i t e . A second meeting was h e l d on 4 May, which confirmed the 
r e s o l u t i o n s of t h e f i r s t meeting (267). 
The r e s o l u t i o n s were e f f e c t i v e l y a copy of the arrangements 
which had been implemented w i t h such success i n Plymouth i n 1810, but 
the f i r s t attempt seems t o have f a i l e d at Devonport. Rowe recorded 
i n 1825: 
"Since t h e breaking up of the l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
s o c i e t y , and the l i b r a r y connected w i t h i t , an attempt 
bas been made t o e s t a b l i s h a p u b l i c l i b r a r y ; but we 
r e g r e t t o say, t h a t the scheme, which appeared v e r y f e a s i b l e , 
ha s been abandon ed'.' ( 268) 
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The most l i k e l y reason f o r t h i s f a i l u r e i s the p r i c e of the shares, 
which was q u i t e h i g h i n comparison w i t h p r i c e s of s i m i l a r i n s t i t u t i o n s 
elsewhere, f o r K e l l y quotes H u l l i n 1817 at £20 and Leeds 1822 at £21 
as being high (2 69). In Plymouth i n 1810 shares had been taken up 
r a p i d l y at £30, but t h i s had been by the c i v i l i a n p r o f e s s i o n a l and 
m e r c a n t i l e middle c l a s s i n a p e r i o d o f a f f l u e n c e . At Devonport, not 
o n l y was there the d e c l i n e i n p r o s p e r i t y which oc c u r r e d when the country 
was not at war, but i n any case the comparable c i v i l i a n middle c l a s s 
element was very much s m a l l e r . One i n two of the male p o p u l a t i o n 
over 20 years o l d was i n v o l v e d i n e i t h e r the Navy, Army or Royal 
Marines, and i t i s d o u b t f u l whether an expensive share, although an 
investment and p i e c e o f p r o p e r t y , would prove a t t r a c t i v e t o o f f i c e r s 
l i a b l e t o have t o move elsewhere; annual s u b s c r i p t i o n s would seem much 
more reasonable f o r those who wished t o read. Despite the setback at 
the f i r s t attempt t o found a p u b l i c l i b r a r y , the scheme was e v i d e n t l y 
soon r e v i v e d and put forward i n a r e v i s e d form, i n which the shares 
were reduced t o twenty guineas and t h e annual s u b s c r i p t i o n t o two 
guineas (270). Even t h e n , t h e take-up was slow, and the number of 
shareholders had reached o n l y about 75 i n March 1827 (271); the 
L i b r a r y was f o r m a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h a t year (272) w i t h o n l y about 
e i g h t y members (273) i n s t e a d of the t a r g e t one hundred p r o p r i e t o r s . 
The u n f o r t u n a t e d e l a y i n the establishment of the L i b r a r y 
does seem t o have been f o r t u n a t e i n another r e s p e c t , f o r o r i g i n a l l y i t 
had been intended t o b u i l d a l i b r a r y , and the Lord of the Manor had 
o f f e r e d the s i t e f o r i t , but i n the i n t e r i m which had elapsed before 
the establishment of the L i b r a r y a new b u i l d i n g came onto the market. 
T h i s was the former Devonport & Stonehouse C l a s s i c a l and Mathematical 
S u b s c r i p t i o n School b u i l d i n g , erected i n 1823 on a s i t e adjacent t o 
the Zion Chapel and the Townhall, and designed by John F o u l s t o n i n 
the Egyptian s t y l e ( F i g . 1 9 ) . I t was purchased by the L i b r a r y and 
was r e a d i l y adapted t o i t s purpose. F i g , 20 shows the p l a n , w i t h i t s 
newsroom, committee room and "keeper's room" on the ground f l o o r , and 
the l i b r a r y occupying the whole of the f i r s t f l o o r (274), 
The arrangements f o r the L i b r a r y appear t o have proceeded 
according t o the o r i g i n a l p l a n . A Committee was e l e c t e d , c o n s i s t i n g 
o f the P r e s i d e n t , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s , Treasurer, S e c r e t a r y , and f i f t e e n 
members, who were e l e c t e d i n the annual g e n e r a l meetings h e l d i n 
F i g u r e 19. Devonport C i v i l and M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y . 
Keeper's Room 
H a l l 
Reading 
Room 
Committee 
Room 
Entrance 
F i g u r e 20. Devonport C i v i l and M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y . Sketcb pian 
of ground f l o o r . Not t o s c a l e . 
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September (275). The d i r e c t o r i e s l i s t the L i b r a r i a n a f t e r the 
S e c r e t a r y , but t h i s must be i n t e r p r e t e d not as an e l e c t e d member of 
the Committee but as a p a i d o f f i c i a l . The patron and P r e s i d e n t of 
t h e L i b r a r y was, as t o be expected. S i r John St. Aubyn; the two V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t s were W. Foot and J . C o l e s , both o f whom were pro b a b l y the 
gentlemen of the same names l i s t e d i n the 1816 membership of the 
Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y , so perhaps former members of 
t h e o l d S o c i e t y had played l e a d i n g r o l e s i n t h e establishment of the 
new L i b r a r y . 
The o r i g i n a l name o f the L i b r a r y was Devonport P u b l i c L i b r a r y , 
or Devonport P u b l i c L i b r a r y and Newsroom. T h i s was changed i n 1830 
t o the Devonport C i v i l and M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y , an unusual d e s i g n a t i o n but 
one which i s explained by t h e union i n 1830 o f the G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y 
which was f o r m e r l y i n Plymouth C i t a d e l (276). U n f o r t u n a t e l y no d e t a i l s 
have been found of t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g merger, or why the merger was made 
w i t h the new l i b r a r y at Devonport i n s t e a d of the w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d one 
at Plymouth; i t was probably connected i n some way w i t h t h e movement 
of t r o o p s which r e s u l t e d i n t h e g r e a t e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f f o r c e s i n the 
seat of m i l i t a r y government which had been t r a n s f e r r e d from Plymouth t o 
Devonport many years p r e v i o u s l y . As a consequence of t h e merger, 
the Devonport P u b l i c L i b r a r y changed i t s name, and p r o v i s i o n was made 
i n the r u l e s of the i n s t i t u t i o n f o r the admission, as members, o f 
" ... a l l m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s belonging t o the G a r r i s o n ; 
r e t i r e d o f f i c e r s o f the Army, not permanently r e s i d i n g 
i n the Three Towns or neighbourhood; .and the General i n 
command of the d i s t r i c t as an honorary member '.' (277) 
The c a t e g o r i e s of membership and s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s i n 1836 (278) were: 
P r o p r i e t o r s £3. 3. O. p.a. 
M i l i t a r y members £2. 2. O. p.a. or 
3'. 6. monthly 
Subs c r i b e r s t o L i b r a r y and Newsroom £3. 3. O.' p.a. 
Subscribers t o L i b r a r y alone £2. 2. O. p.a. 
Subscribers t o Newsroom alone E l . 1. O. p.a. 
Every p r o p r i e t o r and m i l i t a r y member had the p r i v i l e g e o f i n t r o d u c i n g 
a f r i e n d who c o u l d have f r e e access f o r t h r e e months (279). 
The o r i g i n a l L i b r a r y p roposals had provided f o r a s p e c i a l 
sub-committee t o s e l e c t t h e books, and had l a i d down a broad s e l e c t i o n 
p o l i c y , v i z . t h a t the s t o ck was t o c o n s i s t o f the best modern works. 
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and u l t l m a t e l y of the c l a s s i c s a l s o , and t h a t n o v e l s and e x c l u s l v e l y 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e were t o be excluded. I t seems t h a t these 
p r i n c l p l e s were adhered t o . W i t h i n f l f t e e n years of I t s establishment 
t h e L i b r a r y had grown t o over 4,000 volumes, d e s c r l b e d i n v a r i o u s 
d i r e c t o r i e s and guidebooks as: 
" ... c o n s i s t i n g o f t h e most v a l u a b l e books, both 
ancient and modernj (280) 
"The c o l l e c t I o n of books i s e x t e n s i v e , and the managing 
Committee bave most j u d i c i o u s l y a p p r o p r i a t e d t h e i r funds 
t o the purchase of works of r e a l v a l u e and standard 
c h a r a c t e r ; s t u d i o u s l y e x c l u d i n g a l l productions o f more 
ephemeral i n t e r e s t , w i t h which the s h e l v e s of p u b l i c 
l i b r a r i e s are too o f t e n f i l l e d , t o the e x c l u s i o n o f 
Worth and excellence'.' (281) 
A c a t a l o g u e was p u b l i s h e d i n 1828 (282) but no copy has been l o c a t e d . 
The Newsroom was " w e l l s u p p l i e d w i t h newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s " (283) 
and had "a Constant supply of t h e London and p r o v i n c i a l papers" (284). 
In a d d i t i o n t o the stock of l i t e r a t u r e , the L i b r a r y had a c q u i r e d 
before 1843 a v a l u a b l e m i n e r a i c o l l e c t I o n , the g i f t of t h e i r patron 
S i r John S t . Aubyn, although i t was many years and i n another context 
t h a t these were d i s p l a y e d t o the p u b l i c (285). 
In 1855 the r u l e s o f the L i b r a r y were r e v i s e d , and the new 
Version was p r i n t e d in 1856 (286); a copy has f o r t u n a t e l y s u r v i v e d , 
from which a p i c t u r e of the I n s t i t u t i o n can be r e c o n s t r u c t e d . I t 
seems t o have been very s i m i l a r t o other p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r i e s . The 
Committee had the power t o e l e c t new p r o p r i e t o r s by b a l l o t , and the 
p r i c e of shares was s t i l l 20 gns. The p r o p e r t y was vested i n nine 
t r u s t e e s . Only the p r o p r i e t o r s had the r i g h t t o attend b u s i n e s s meetings 
and v o t e ; and each p r o p r i e t o r had o n l y one v o t e , whatever number o f 
shares he h e l d ; ( i n 1855 t h e r e were o n l y 46 p r o p r i e t o r s , and the 
o r i g i n a l number of shares was e i g h t y , so i t i s l i k e l y t h a t s e v e r a l 
p r o p r i e t o r s held more than one share, and p o s s i b l y some had r e v e r t e d 
t o the L i b r a r y f o r d i s p o s a i by the Committee). The r u l e s provided 
f o r l a d y p r o p r i e t o r s t o vote by proxy, but i n 1855 t h e r e were no l a d i e s 
on the l i s t o f p r o p r i e t o r s . S u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s had f a l l e n q u i t e 
c o n s i d e r a b l y from the 1836 l e v e l s . S u b s c r i b e r s t o the L i b r a r y and 
Newsroom p a i d o n l y 1 gn. per annum, temporary r e s i d e n t s were admitted 
a t 5s. 6d. per q u a r t e r , and m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s i n the G a r r i s o n were 
e n t i t l e d t o become members on payment of 2s. per month. The General 
i n command o f the d i s t r i c t c ontinued t o be an honorary member. A higher 
s u b s c r i p t i o n of £1. 11. 6. was r e q u i r e d from p r o p r i e t o r s . Non-members 
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c o u l d be Introduced by p r o p r i e t o r s t o use t b e L i b r a r y f o r r e f e r e n c e , 
and t b e r e were a p p a r e n t l y r e c i p r o c a l arrangements wbicb allowed members 
of tb e Devon E x e t e r I n s t i t u t i o n , t b e Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y , 
and the T a v i s t o c k S u b s c r i p t i o n L i b r a r y , t o use the L i b r a r y f o r r e f e r e n c e 
The Committee decided which books, papers and p e r i o d i c a l s 
should be purchased, cuid no r a r e or expensive book c o u l d be borrowed 
without the Committee's permission. The L i b r a r y was open every day 
except Sundays, Christmas Day and Good F r i d a y , from 7 a.m. t o 10 p.m. , 
and the L i b r a r i a n was on duty from l O a.m. t o 5 p.m. t o i s s u e and 
r e c e i v e books. The Newsroom was open f o r the same hours,- p l u s 8 . 3 0 p.m. 
t o l O p.m. on Sundays, Christmas Day and Good F r i d a y . Borrowers were 
n o r m a l l y a l l o w e d o n l y two works, not exceeding four volumes, at a time; 
and the time f o r keeping books was marked on the i n s i d e of t h e cover 
of each volume. A l l books added t o the L i b r a r y i n the p r e v i o u s s i x 
months were considered t o be "new books", and f i n e s o f 2 d . per day 
per volume were charged f o r keeping these volumes beyond t h e due date; 
o l d e r books c o u l d be kept without p e n a l t y u n l e s s r e c a l l e d f o r the 
use o f ot h e r borrowers. The L i b r a r i a n seems t o have escaped the 
t a s k o f c o l l e c t i n g f i n e s , f o r he had t o provide a l i s t of f i n e s t o each 
q u a r t e r l y meeting of t h e Committee, which was t r a n s m i t t e d t o the 
Treasurer f o r c o l l e c t i o n . "Country p r o p r i e t o r s " were not d e f i n e d , 
but were allo w e d e x t r a books and c o u l d keep them l o n g e r . The L i b r a r i a n 
kept an i s s u e r e c o r d i n a l e d g e r , and a l s o a r e s e r v a t i o n l i s t . He must 
have produced some form o f catalogue, but although the 1855 r u l e s 
p r o v i d e f o r p r i n t e d c o p i e s of the catalogue being s o l d t o p r o p r i e t o r s 
and s u b s c r i b e r s , no c o p i e s have s u r v i v e d . Even i n 1901 the l a c k of 
such r e c o r d s from t h i s L i b r a r y was noted: 
"There does not appear t o be any p r i n t e d o r MSS catalogue 
of t h i s L i b r a r y , or indeed any p r i n t e d r e c o r d whatever 
of i t s proceedings'.' (286) 
The L i b r a r y seems t o have had o n l y two L i b r a r i a n s i n i t s 
t h i r t y - e i g h t o r so years of e x i s t e n c e . The f i r s t L i b r a r i a n was 
named i n 1828 at J . Hore (287), T. Hore i n 1830 (288) which was probably 
a m i s p r i n t f o r another d i r e c t o r y o f the same date quoted J . Hore ( 2 8 9 ) , 
emd J . Hore again i n 1837 (290) . The next e d i t i o n o f the same d i r e c t o r y 
was p u b l i s h e d at an u n c e r t a i n date between 1837 and 1840, and quotes 
C. V. Hoare ( 2 9 1 ) , but the 1843 e d i t i o n shows C. McQuillan ( 2 9 2 ) , whose 
name o c c u r s , without any v a r i a t i o n o f s p e l l i n g or i n i t i a l s , u n t i l 
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1864 - 5 ( 2 93), 
The reason f o r the d i s s o l u t i o n o f the L i b r a r y i n about 1865 
i s not known, although the obvious assumption must be t h a t i t had been 
f a i l i n g t o a t t r a c t s u f f i c i e n t f i n a n c i a l support t o enable i t t o remain 
v i a b l e . There i s a h i n t t h a t the f a i l u r e had begun s e v e r a l years' 
e a r l i e r , f o r i n 1853 a newspaper records the e x e r t i o n s of t h e Devon­
port C i v i l & M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y t o "place t h i s I n s t i t u t i o n i n a p o s i t i o n 
commensurate w i t h t h e requirements of i t s members, and the i n c r e a s i n g 
P o p u l a t i o n o f t h e borough" (294), by reducing t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n t o 1 gn. 
f o r the use o f the L i b r a r y of over 6,000 voliames and the newsroom; t h i s 
had l e d t o new members and s u b s c r i b e r s , a c c o r d i n g t o the same source. 
T h i s was u n f o r t u n a t e l y not sustained, and the reasons seem obvious. 
I t has a l r e a d y been po i n t e d out t h a t the c i v i l i a n m i d d l e - c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n 
of Devonport was n e i t h e r as numerous or v a r i o u s as i n Plymouth, and was 
consequently not s t r e n g enough t o make good the i n e v i t a b l e erosion of 
L i b r a r y r e s o u r c e s . The Army and Navy had t h e i r own l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n 
from about 1840, which was f u r t h e r r e i n f o r c e d by the Army i n about 1862 
( v i d . i n f , Chapter 10) , so the support from o f f i c e r s seems l i k e l y t o 
have dwindled. The growth of the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e and i t s L i b r a r y , 
which had o r i g i n a l l y been intended f o r the working c l a s s , had long been 
taken over by the middle c l a s s i n Devonport, and the L i b r a r y had been 
p a r t i c u l a r l y enlarged i n the l a t e 1840s by populär l i t e r a t u r e , which 
probably was p r o v i d i n g a f f e c t i v e c o m p e t i t i o n and caused t h e Devonport 
C i v i l & M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y t o have i t s r e c r u i t m e n t d r i v e i n 1853, I t 
was t o t h e Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n t h a t the L i b r a r y handed 
over i t s stock when i t f i n a l l y became c l e a r t h a t the L i b r a r y could not 
continue, P r o p r i e t o r s became l i f e members of the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e , 
The p r e c i s e date of hand-over i s not c l e a r , but i t appears t o have been 
i n about 1855, f o r i n 1864-5 the L i b r a r y was s t i l l at i t s address of 
3 Ker S t , , but i n 1867 the premises had a l r e a d y been converted i n t o 
the Oddfellows H a l l (295), 
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CHAPTER F I V E . LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY L I B R A R I E S . 
The establishment o f t h e Royal S o c i e t y i n 1660 and the 
develojment of the o t h e r great learned s o c i e t i e s i n p u r s u i t o f 
th e advancement of knowledge was fol l o w e d i n the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h 
and e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s by the growth of l o c a l s o c i e t i e s 
i n p u r s u i t o f l e a r n i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n " n a t u r a l philosophy" o r 
sc i e n c e . Some of the s o c i e t i e s s p e c i a l i s e d on a p a r t i c u l a r 
s u b j e c t such as archaeology, and others were of a more general 
c h a r a c t e r , covering l i t e r a r y , h i s t o r i c a l and s c i e n t i f i c i n t e r e s t s . 
The methods adopted by t h e s o c i e t i e s t o pursue t h e i r aims u s u a l l y 
i n c l u d e d r e g u l a r l e c t u r e programmes, and the establishment o f a 
l i b r a r y and p o s s i b l y a museima t o support t h e i r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and 
d i s p l a y t h e i r f i n d i n g s . K e l l y mentions some examples o f e a r l y 
s m a l l s o c i e t i e s e s t a b l i s h e d between about 1750 and 1780 (1), but the 
r e a l landmark i n the h i s t o r y of l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l s o c i e t i e s 
was the formation of Manchester L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y 
i n 1781. I t was formed by the merger o f small bookclubs and s o c i e t i e s , 
and i t s e a r l y success made i t t h e precedent which was f o l l o w e d by 
many o t h e r s , notably Newcastle 1793, Warrington 1811, and L i v e r p o o l 
and Plymouth i n 1812. Yet, although t h e Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n founded 
i n 1812 i s r i g h t l y eminent amongst s i m i l a r s o c i e t i e s , i t was not the 
f i r s t t o be e s t a b l i s h e d i n the Three Towns. I t had been f o r e s t a l l e d , 
f o r once, by Devonport where t h e Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y 
was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1808, but foundered i n about 1821. Thus the Three 
Towns can boast of two o f the e a r l i e s t l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
s o c i e t i e s , o f which one s t i l l s u r v i v e s under the name Plymouth 
Athenaeum. The two s o c i e t i e s were not o n l y e a r l y i n the general 
h i s t o r y o f t h i s type o f s o c i e t y , but they were the f i r s t t o be estab­
l i s h e d i n Devon and C o r n w a l l . The Devon and Exeter I n s t i t u t i o n was 
not e s t a b l i s h e d u n t i l 1813, the Royal I n s t i t u t i o n o f Cornwall was 
formed i n 1818, and the main spread of l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l s o c i e t i e s 
i n the sma l l e r towns took p l a c e much l a t e r , such as Dartmouth 1832 (2), 
Ba r n s t a p l e 1845 (3), Modbury 1840 (4), and many o t h e r s around the 
middle of the century. 
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5.1 DOCK LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
The settlement at Dock which had grown r a p i d l y i n t h e 
l a t e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y soon began t o a c q u i r e the s o c i a l amenities 
d e s i r e d by t h e middle c l a s s element o f s o c i e t y . The Dock L i t e r a r y 
and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y was founded i n J u l y 1808 t o form a s o c i a l 
f o c u s w i t h s e r i o u s o b j e c t i v e s , f o r t h e o b j e c t s of t h e S o c i e t y were: 
th e r e a d i n g and d i s c u s s i o n of essays on s u b j e c t s connected w i t h 
l i t e r a t u r e , philosophy and the f i n e a r t s ; t h e formation of a 
l i b r a r y ; and a c o l l e c t i o n of p h i l o s o p h i c a l apparatus (5). At f i r s t 
t h e meetings were held i n a h i r e d room, but before 1816 the S o c i e t y 
had a c q u i r e d a s i t e and erected i t s own b u i l d i n g i n Fore S t . ; t h i s 
b u i l d i n g and the l i b r a r y were v e s t e d i n Trustees (6) . 
F o r t u n a t e l y a copy of the Rules and regulations p r i n t e d i n 
1816 has s u r v i v e d from which a p i c t u r e of t h e S o c i e t y emerges, f o r 
th e r e i s l i t t l e other evidence about i t . The S o c i e t y was managed 
by a Committee c o n s i s t i n g of the O f f i c e r s ( P r e s i d e n t , two V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t s , Treasurer, V i c e - T r e a s u r e r and Secretary) and s i x members, 
a l l o f whom were e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y a t the January meeting. The Com­
mi t t e e was empowered t o "make new R e g u l a t i o n s or t o decide on any new 
case',' and although the quorum was set at f i v e out of the twelve, 
members were expected t o attend r e g u l a r l y and were deemed t o have 
vacated t h e i r seats i f absent without a w r i t t e n j u s t p l e a from the 
f i r s t meeting or any t h r e e s u c c e s s i v e meetings. 
There were t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s o f membership. Members, Honorary 
Members, and Su b s c r i b e r s . E v i d e n t l y the Members were p r o p r i e t o r s , 
a l t h o u g h no i n d i c a t i o n i s given about the p r i c e of shares. L a d i e s 
were e l i g i b l e as Members or S u b s c r i b e r s , "and s h a l l be excused from 
attendcince at the meetingsV (there were f o u r l a d y Members and t h r e e 
l a d y S u b s c r i b e r s i n 1816) . The t o t a l membership i n 1816 was q u i t e 
h e a l t h y , w i t h 40 Members, 91 S u b s c r i b e r s , and the patron, S i r John S t . 
Aubyn, Lord of the Manor, was presumably an Honorary Member. The 
S u b s c r i b e r s i n c l u d e d n i n e Army and Navy o f f i c e r s , and the w i f e of t h e 
l o c a l m i l i t a r y commander. General Nelson, was a Member. 
The admission of Members and Honorary Members was by b a l l o t 
a f t e r due proposal and seconding a t a r e g u l a r meeting; b l a c k b a l l s from 
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one q u a r t e r o f the Members présent excluded the candidate, and the 
quorum f o r élections was eleven. The Members met on the second F r i d a y 
of each month t o t r a n s a c t business, and t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s of 12s. per 
quarter were p a i d a t the q u a r t e r l y meetings, i n January, A p r i l , J u l y and 
October. F i n e s o f I s . and 2s. 6d. were exacted f o r absence, without 
j u s t w r i t t e n p l e a , from a General (January) o r Q u a r t e r l y meeting o r 
th r e e s u c c e s s i v e (weekly) meetings. S u b s c r i b e r s were subject t o much 
l e s s s t r i n g e n t r u l e s ; admission was by a simple m a j o r i t y b a l l o t by the 
Committee or Members présent at a r e g u l a r meeting, and the s u b s c r i p t i o n 
was 6s. 6d. per quarter. For t h i s sum, the S u b s c r i b e r was e n t i t l e d t o 
attend t h e l e c t u r e s and borrow books from t h e L i b r a r y , but had no say 
i n the management of the S o c i e t y and d i d not at t e n d the meetings. 
During the winter months the Members met weekly, or as the 
Committee de c i d e d , t o hear l e c t u r e s o r d i s c u s s i o n s on l i t e r a r y or 
s c i e n t i f i c s u b j e c t s and t o r e c e i v e o r i g i n a l papers and communications. 
Members were ap p a r e n t l y expected t o p r o v i d e a t l e a s t the bulk of the 
l e c t u r e s , and had t o give t h e Committee n o t i c e o f t h e i r s u bjects and 
numbers of proposed l e c t u r e s one month bef o r e t h e Session began, so 
th a t the Committee co u l d arrange t h e programme. The Le c t u r e r and 
Committee t o g e t h e r decided whether t o extend admission beyond the 
Members and S u b s c r i b e r s ; and i f Strangers were admitted i t was by 
t i c k e t ( s i x t i c k e t s t o the L e c t u r e r , two each t o Members and S u b s c r i b e r s ) . 
T i c k e t s were transférable o n l y t o a l i m i t e d e x t e n t , but arrangements 
f o r n on-resident Members of s i m i l a r s o c i e t i e s t o o b t a i n t i c k e t s from 
the S e c r e t a r y . 
The l e c t u r e s might be i l l u s t r a t e d by s c i e n t i f i c apparatus 
which c o u l d be purchased, subject t o the Members' agreement, out of 
a spécial fund. The ftind c o n s i s t e d of 8s. per annum from each Member ' s 
s u b s c r i p t i o n and 5s. per annxim from each S u b s c r i b e r ' s s u b s c r i p t i o n , 
which operated u n t i l the fund reached £15; a f t e r which the déductions 
of 8s. and 5s. were appropriated t o t h e L i b r a r y , u n t i l the apparatus 
fxind had been spent and had t o be r e p l e n i s h e d . 
The L i b r a r y was e v i d e n t l y c o n s i d e r e d t o be a s u b s t a n t i a l 
b e n e f i t t o the Members and S u b s c r i b e r s , although i t s stock must bave 
b u i l t up s l o w l y and had reached l e s s than 900 volumes i n 1816 (vid. i n f . ) . 
The bookfund was appa r e n t l y determined by t h e a p p r o p r i a t i o n method j u s t 
.191. 
d e s c r i b e d , although I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t e x t r a sums were a l l o c a t e d 
from time t o time. The Members and S u b s c r i b e r s c o u l d propose new 
t i t l e s , and each item recommended f o r purchase was b a l l o t t e d on at 
the b u s i n e s s meetings of Members. Books which f a i l e d the b a l l o t c o u l d 
not be proposed again f o r s i x months, and s i m i l a r l y any f a i l e d proposai 
t o d i s c o n t i n u e a p e r i o d i c a l could not be renewed f o r s i x months. 
Not o n l y were books purchased, but t h e y were a l s o donated (and 
recorded i n a s p e c i a l r e g i s t e r ) and loaned t o the L i b r a r y by the Members 
The u s u a i r u l e s a p p l i e d f o r f i n a n c i a l compensation by the borrower f o r 
the l o s s o f damage of books i n h i s p o s s e s s i o n , and i n d e f a u l t of the 
r e q u i r e d compensation the reader would be e x p e l l e d from the S o c i e t y . 
The L i b r a r i a n ' s p o s i t i o n i s not s t a t e d i n the Rules and 
regulations, and he was not an o f f i c e r of the Committee although t h e r e 
i s no evidence t h a t he was a p a i d employee who would have been i n e l i g i b l 
t o be a Committee member. The L i b r a r i a n i n 1816 was Mr. James Lancaster 
and a J . Lancaster appears on the l i s t o f Members; probably t h i s was 
an honorary post, although the commitment would have been timeconsuming. 
The L i b r a r y was open on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evenings from 
5.30 - 9 p.m. from Michaelmas t o Lady Day, and 7 - 9.30 p.m. d u r i n g 
the r e s t o f the year. Each of t h e s e t h r e e days on which the L i b r a r y 
was open was c a l l e d a " L i b r a r y Day", and many of the r u l e s hinged upon 
these l i b r a r y days. The number of L i b r a r y Days allowed f o r r e a d i n g a 
hook was marked on the cover. Overdue charges of 3d. per L i b r a r y Day 
were exacted, although renewals were pe r m i t t e d i f the work was not 
r e q u i r e d by another reader. Readers l i v i n g more than one m i l e from 
Dock were allowed an extension, and were a l s o permitted t o take more 
than one set of books at a time. Reviews and p e r i o d i c a l s were not 
allowed out of the L i b r a r y f o r s i x L i b r a r y Days a f t e r t h e i r a r r i v a i . 
The p r i n t e d Catalogne of the Library 1815 (7) i s a 32-page 
a l p h a b e t i c a l l i s t i n g of authors and keyword t i t l e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g i n 
i t 588 e n t r i e s about 414 works and 858 volumes of books, p l u s f i v e 
p e r i o d i c a l s f o r which volume h o l d i n g s are not s p e c i f i e d (Annais of 
philosophy, Edinburgh review, Monthly review, Nautical ephemeris, 
and Philosophical magazine). Most works were entered both by author 
and keyword of t i t l e although the l a t t a r was not always observed; i n 
a l i cases t h e format was g i v e n , p l u s t h e number of volumes ( F i g . 21 ). 
The importance of format suggests t h a t the works were shelved by s i z e . 
4 192, 
2.5 
C i ; . ; ! . ; of '.he Sr ;enc';s 1 TO.. SVO 
Chrcn-".o.i"r. î l istûry o'' I'.s l l c b ' . i i i o r i . - . 5 vol.5, 8vo | 
C i i r k ^ c i i ' * ; .\b!Ìl:v3!i o . ' t ' i » S lave Trp.oe 2 VX)1,Î. 8vo j 
C l a v i i c s , I l i s t o n f J r . i id r j i ' . i ' . a ry . 8 vol.s. 8vo ' 
Cm-Icbs i n search of a wife , 2 vols . 8vo ' 
Col ler . l ron of V o y a g e s a;id Tr2v«il.<, hy K".ir 10 TO!S 8VO i 
by P n i i a n v . 's. -ito ' 
C i i U i u s ' s P o e m s , • vc ; . l i m o i 
C o H y e i ' s Lec tu r e s on K c i i p i u r e f a c ' n , . . . . i v i . l . Svo .'• 
o?i PiCi)Î!i:ry, I vo!. 8vo | 
Colnvi- . i ' s B r o a d G t i : ; s 1 vo l . Svo ; 
C y a l c i M o r a u x , pa r 7?lnu!ionxi-l, '2 v u b . l :?ino 
CoiSùir^(Lortî l i y : u i i , ) 1 V..Ì1, SVU ' 
C o U ' . c ' s F o t m r . 2 ^-jh. J ' i n io 
C'ov.ntT, <'jlalcy's i i f f c f ) 4 v»)!.». £vo 
C'cv.p.L'r'E l i o i U F r . . . . . . . . 4 vo!:-.. '..vo 
C o v . ] , i . : r Poem.?, '2 :• oh:, ^vn 
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C i i l i c a l R e v i e w , I T O G , to } 7 t 9 , 4 vo!s. Svo 
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Cull ibcr tSiDii ' s I L l c T t i i c i t y j vj. $\o 
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Ctifiu's Esscy.^, 1 >•:,,• i-2;'!û 
C l a r k s o n ' s Q u a k c i i k i n , S vo]i. fvo 
• S lave trai. 'c, 2 v i i l s . Svo 
Ca^ami i ies of A n l h o r i , 2 v u k . .^vo ] 
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C;iurcliill ' .>; l i f e <•£ L o r d N c h o i i , 1 vo- . - ' l o \ 
F i g . 21 Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y L i b r a r y . 
E x t r a c t from Catalogue, 1816. 
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whlch was not an unusual p r a c t i c e a t t h i s tlme. About 75% were 8°, 
19% 12™°, 5 % 4°, and 1% 18™° or s m a l l e r . No d u e i s glven t o the 
subarrangement o f tbe books, whlcb covered a wlde subject scope ; 
tbey mlgbt bave been arranged a l p b a b e t i c a l l y w l t b i n s i z e groups, 
or arranged b r o a d l y In subject groups. Voyages and t r a v e l , b i s t o r y , 
geography, blograpby and l i t e r a t u r e were w e l l r e presented, but 
t b e o l o g l c a l works were co n s p i c u o u s l y absent. Astronomy, geology, 
cbemistry and p b y s l c s were represented, but t b e o n l y matbematical 
book In the catalogue was a matbematical d i c t i o n a r y . Some m i l i t a r y 
and maritime f l a v o u r appeared i n t h e b i o g r a p h i e s . Works were i n 
E n g l i s h w i t h v e r y few exceptions, t h r e e French works (on French b i s t o r y 
and on h y d r a u l i c s ) , a 1530 I t a l i a n work, and p o s s i b l y a few L a t i n and 
Greek c l a s s i c s although u s u a l l y i t i s c l e a r t h a t the small sélection 
of c l a s s i c s was i n t r a n s l a t i o n . The sélection o f E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e 
i n c l u d e d Shakespeare but l i t t l e o t h e r drama, t h e poems of H i l t o n , 
Byron, Cowper and Pope, and the e a r l y n o v e l s such as Peregrine P i c k l e 
and the Mgsteries of Udolpho. I t a l i e type i n the Catalogue d i s -
t i n g u i s h e d those works whlcb were not t o be taken out o f the L i b r a r y 
without permission from t h e Committee. Thèse proved t o be a motley 
c o l l e c t i o n of eleven works, i n c l u d i n g Buffon's Natural history, 
Philosophy of medicine, C i c e r o ' s Essays, and volumes of p l a t e s . On 
the o t h e r hand, i t seems t h a t Encyclopaedia Britannica, v a r i o n s 
d i c t i o n a r i e s , and the few pre-1600 p u b l i c a t i o n s c o n l d be borrowed at 
w i l l ; t h i s was a p p a r e n t l y allowed because the L i b r a r y had no reading 
room f a c i l i t y , being open o n l y d u r i n g the s p e c i f i e d bours on L i b r a r y 
Days f o r t h e purpose of borrowing and l i m i t e d c o n s u l t a t i o n . T h i s 1816 
Catalogue was i s s u e d i n t e r l e a v e d f o r the a d d i t i o n of new works, and 
Members were advised t o send t h e i r c o p i e s t o the L i b r a r y o c c a s i o n a l l y 
f o r u p d a t i n g , although i t i s not c l e a r by whom. Perhaps the S o c i e t y 
p a i d some-one t o act as c a r e t a k e r and l i b r a r y c l e r k on a part-time 
b a s i s , although funds t o do so must bave been v e r y l i m i t e d . 
The reason f o r the décline and break-up o f the S o c i e t y and 
i t s L i b r a r y are not c l e a r . In e a r l y 1819 the S o c i e t y was proposing 
to add a s u b s c r i p t i o n newsroom t o i t s b u i l d i n g (8), whlcb does not 
suggest t h a t i t was then i n décline. In a guidebook published i n 1821 
t h e r e i s a d u e i n t h a t t h e r e was a problem over i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n : 
"We l e a r n w i t h great r e g r e t , t h a t t h i s s o c i e t y i s g e n e r a l l y 
considered i n a d e c l i n i n g s t a t e ; and t h i s w i l l d o u b t l e s s be 
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the f e e l i n g o f every f r i e n d of sc i e n c e . As I t I s our 
earnest wish, t h a t every i n s t i t u t i o n whlch has f o r i t s 
o b j e c t t h e i n c r e a s e of knowledge, may be attended w i t h 
success, we t r u s t t h a t such j u d i c i o u s altérations i n i t s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n , as may be deemed e s s e n t i a l t o i t s s t a b i l i t y , 
w i l l be adopted by the members, and t h a t renewed v i g o u r 
w i l l be the désirable r e s u i t of t i m e l y correction'.' (9) 
Hunt s t a t e d i n 1901 t h a t the S o c i e t y continued u n t i l 1821, but 
although t h i s i s undoubtedly roughly the r i g h t y e a r , i t i s not 
known p r e c i s e l y when the S o c i e t y disbanded ( l O ) . 
According t o the p r o v i s i o n i n the S o c i e t y ' s Rules and 
régulations the S o c i e t y c o u l d not be d i s s o l v e d except by the over-
whelming m a j o r i t y o f seven-eighths o f i t s Members, upon whlcb t he 
pr o p e r t y " s h a l l be d i v i d e d i n p r o p o r t i o n t o the S u b s c r i p t i o n s o f the 
remaixïing Members'.' T h i s was presumably achieved, f o r i n 1825 Rowe 
wrote t h a t : 
"Since t h e breaking up of the L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l 
S o c i e t y and the L i b r a r y connected w i t h i t , an attempt 
has been made t o e s t a b l i s h a p u b l i c l i b r a r y : but ... the 
scheme has been abandoned'.' (11) 
T h i s c e r t a i n l y suggests t h a t the break-up had o c c u r r e d a t l e a s t two 
or t h r e e years ago, and t h a t the L i b r a r y was the f a c i l i t y whlcb l e f t 
the m o s t - f e l t vacuum i n the i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e o f Devonport. I t seems 
p o s s i b l e t h a t p a r t of the cause f o r the break-up was the constant 
requirement upon the Members t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n a fréquent l e c t u r e 
programme and d i s c u s s i o n s , whlcb a f t e r more than t w e l v e years had 
probably l i t t l e new t o c o n t r i b u t e from l o c a l membership. C e r t a i n l y 
some of the Members of the Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y 
were prepared t o be a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the moves s h o r t l y set i n 
motion f o r both t he Mecbanles' I n s t i t u t e and the Devonport P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y . 
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5.2 THE PLYMOUTH INSTITUTION 
The l i t e r a r y and s c i e n t i f i c awakening of Plymouth marked 
by the establishment o f the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n i n 1812 had not come 
about without warning. P a i n t s t i r r i n g s can be seen even i n t h e l a t t a r 
h a l f of the eighteenth-century when the f e v e r o f l o c a i n a v a l and 
m i l i t a r y war p r e p a r a t i o n s were at t h e i r h e i g ht. The q u a s i - l i t e r a r y 
O t t e r Club and the blossoming o f bookshops and l i b r a r i e s has a l r e a d y 
been mentioned, and these were accompanied by the Stimulation of l o c a i 
i n t e r e s t i n pure and a p p l i e d s c i e n c e ; examples i n c l u d e the d i s c o v e r y 
o f the Stonebouse Caves i n 1776, the u n s u c c e s s f u l experiment o f Day's 
d i v i n g b e l i i n 1774, t h e round-the-world voyages of Captain Cook which 
departed from and terminated a t Plymouth, and the en g i n e e r i n g f e a t 
o f John Smeaton's Eddystone Lighthouse which was completed i n 1759. 
These and other matterà must bave been the subject o f c o n s i d e r a b l e 
i n t e r e s t amongst the more e r u d i t e t o w n s f o l k , and i t appears t h a t from 
time t o time p u b l i c l e c t u r e s were given on s c i e n t i f i c (and p o s s i b l y 
l i t e r a r y ) s u b j e c t s i n t h e o l d Theatre at F r a n k f o r t Gate. Both John 
H a r r i s (12) and Henry Woollcombe (13) mention a s e r i e s o f l e c t u r e s on 
astronomy by Mr. L l o y d i n 1796, and the re f e r e n c e s by both d i a r i s t s are 
couched i n terms which suggest t h a t t h i s type of event was by no means 
unique although of s u f f i c i e n t importance t o merit a s p e c i a l note i n t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e records. In 1810 Henry Woollcombe mentions another l e c t u r e , 
on e l e c t r i c i t y , by Mr. Webster (14). The formation o f a s o c i e t y which 
devoted i t s e l f t o p r i m a r i l y s c i e n t i f i c l e c t u r e s and r e s e a r c h does not 
come as a s u r p r i s e , but i t r e q u i r e d p a r t i c u l a r i n i t i a t i v e t o b r i n g about 
i t s establishment a t a time when n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s and major- c i v i c i s s u e s 
dominated l o c a i p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n . T h i s i n i t i a t i v e was provided by Henry 
Woollcombe, a s o l i c i t o r by p r o f e s s i o n , and a prominent pérson who was 
Mayor i n 1813. He was the author o f the f i r s t Plymouth guidebook, a f a c t 
which was common knowledge among b i s contemporaries although h i s name 
d i d not appear on the p u b l i c a t i o n . He was a l s o t h e founder o f an i n f o r m a l 
small group o f i n f l u e n t i a l l o c a i man who met tog e t h e r t o d i s c u s s ways i n 
which the general a m e n i t i e s o f Plymouth c o u l d be improved and then tr:--ed 
t o put t h e i r ideas i n t o p r a c t i c e , r e s u l t i n g i n such b e n e f i t s as the 
P u b l i c Dispensary, the P u b l i c School, e t c . P r o b a b l y Woollcombe had 
the idea o f a l e c t u r e s o c i e t y i n mind f o r some years before i t s a c t u a l 
establishment, f o r w h i l e he was studying i n London or v i s i t i n g i t on 
p r o f e s s i o n a l business he became acquainted w i t h i t s l e a r n e d s o c i e t i e s 
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and l i b r a r l e s . He was partlcularly familiar witb the Royal Institution, 
r> 
and in 1805 he recorded in bis diary,in ethusiastic terms,the lectures 
A 
he had attended there and the f a c i l i t i e s of i t s library, which he used (15). 
There are dose similarities between the Royal Institution and the 
provincial Organisation which was to become known as the Plymouth 
Institution. The Royal Institution of Great Britain was established 
in 1799, and i t s purpose was "the promotion of science and the diffusion 
and extensión of useful knowledge',' which i t set about achieving by the 
twin methods of research carried out in i t s laboratories and the provision 
of lectures of a high standard accompanied by s c i e n t i f i c demonstrations; 
a l i b r a r y was established soon after i t s foimdation to support i t s work(16). 
Qn Woollcombe's return to Plymouth he was at f i r s t preoccupied by other 
schemes for c i v i c and social improvement, but on 3 October 1812 he 
invited a few gentlemen to bis house to discuss the format ion of a society 
which would hold lectures on the various branches of science (17). The 
proposai was well received, and on 17 October i t was resolved to estabiisb 
"the Plymouth Institute" "for the purpose of delivering lectures on 
s c i e n t i f i c as well as other subjects during the ensuing winter'.' (18) 
The membership was not to exceed t b i r t y , meetings were to be held each 
fortnight at the house of each member in rotation, and four presidents 
were appointed. Perhaps the private accommodation was inadequate, for 
the meetings were soon relocated, f i r s t in the Public Dispensary (19), 
then to the Committee Room of Plymouth Public (Proprietary) Library (20), 
then again to the Fine Art Gallery in Frankfort St., in which the f i r s t 
Art Exhibition was held in August 1815, which became an annual event (21). 
In November 1814 there occurred an unfortunate incident which 
casts some light on the high social standing of the members of the 
Plymouth Institution, as the society had become known. George Harvey 
was a man of particular s c i e n t i f i c and mathematical a b i l i t y who came from 
the upper ranks of the working class; he had been a Dockyard mechanic, 
and was later destined to play a key part in the foundation of the locai 
mechanics' Institutes; he eventuallly became an F.R.S. of London and 
Edinburgh, and in 1834 was appointed Professor of Mathematics at the 
Royal Military Academy, Woolwich (22). It was th i s man who was proposed 
as a member of the Plymouth Institution, but proved socially unacceptable 
to some members and failed to be elected. This led to the temporary 
withdrawal of some of the more l i b e r a l l y minded members, but they rejoined 
in 1816 when the Plymouth Institution was dissolved and reformed , 
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presumably under more libéral arrangements and w i t b George Harvey as 
a member, altbougb t b i s i s not known. I t seems l i k e l y t b a t i t was at 
t h i s time t b a t the l i m i t a t i o n o f t h i r t y on t h e nimber of nrfmbers'ceàsed, f( 
by 1818-9 t h e r e were 37 Manbers and 51 E x t r a o r d i n a r y Members ( l a t e r t o 
be known as A s s o c i a t e s ) (24). Almost immediately the I n s t i t u t i o n planned 
t o e r ect i t s own b u i l d i n g , t h e Athenaeum, t o provide the space needed 
f o r t h e i r meetings and a l s o f o r the l i b r a r y and muséum which were 
intended. The a r c h i t e c t John Foulston was one of the founder members, 
and he designed t h e b u i l d i n g and supervised the work without charge. 
The b u i l d i n g was on a s i t e adjacent t o t h e Théâtre Royal ( F i g . 22 ) and 
was opened on 4 February 1819. The Athenaeum, b u i l t i n the Doric s t y l e , 
contained a v e s t i b u l e , p o r t e r ' s lodge and l e c t u r e room, w i t h the l i b r a r y 
i n a room over t he v e s t i b u l e , a n d p o r t e r ' s lodge which l a t e r became known 
as the Committee Room. In 1828 the Muséum was added t o complète the 
b u i l d i n g which was then i n plan as shown i n F i g . 23 . The w e l l p r o-
portioned l e c t u r e h a l l was decorated by c a s t s o f c l a s s i c a l f i g u r e s , and 
the b u i l d i n g was d i s t i n g u i s h e d by being the f i r s t i n Plymouth t o c o n t a i n 
s c u l p t u r e and f i n e a r t (F i g .24 ) . 
From the beginning the l e c t u r e programmes had a s e r i o u s 
s c i e n t i f i c bent. The f i r s t l e c t u r e s h e l d i n 1812-3 were on the f o l l o w i n g 
s u b j e c t s : pneumatics; h y d r o s t a t i c s ; o b s e r v a t i o n s on the causes of bars 
being formed at the mouths of r i v e r s i n the c o u n t i e s o f Devon and 
Cornwall; a r c h i t e c t u r e (two l e c t u r e s ) ; the p h y s i o l o g y of p l a n t s and 
animais (two l e c t u r e s ) ; t h e h i s t o r y of chemistry; c a l o r i e ; e l e c t r i c i t y ; 
galvanism; and the o r i g i n , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and c o n s t i t u a n t s of po e t r y (25) 
In t h i s f i r s t year, t h e r e f o r e , the papers were 90% science and 10% l i t e r a -
t u r e ; t h e r e a f t e r the percentage o f l e c t u r e s on science d e c l i n e d , w i t h 
59% i n the f i r s t décade, 48% i n the second décade, and 41% i n the t h i r d 
décade (26). L i t e r a r y s u b j e c t s w i t h o c c a s i o n a l f i n e a r t l e c t u r e s 
increased p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y . Ladies were not admitted t o thèse e r u d i t e 
g a t h e r i n g s , a t which the l e c t u r e was not t o exceed one hour, l e a v i n g 
two hours f o r f i e r c e académie debate. Apparatus was purchased by the 
I n s t i t u t i o n f o r use by the members i n t h e i r r e s e a r c h and l e c t u r e 
demonstrations. Plymouth must bave been a p r o v i n c i a l echo of the Royal 
I n s t i t u t i o n , f o r many of the e a r l y members were notable i n t h e i r f i e l d s , 
such as Jonathan Hearder the b l i n d chemist, and W i l l i a m Snow H a r r i s who 
conducted e l e c t r i c a l experiments at the Athenaeum usi n g i t s apparatus.(27) 
The s c i e n t i f i c réputation of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n was hig h i n the 
F i g . 22 Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n . The Athenaeum. 
a 
b 
St a i r e a se 
P o r t e r ' s 
Lodge 
L i b r a r y over 
V e s t i b u l e and 
P o r t e r ' s Lodge 
e Président's e b a i r 
d L e e t u r e r ' s t a b l e 
e • Seat s 
f Statues 
Lal-oratory and o f f i e e s 
under the Muséum 
F i g . 23. Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n . P l a n o f the Athenaeum. 
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F l g . 24 Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n . L e c t u r e room i n t h e Athenaeum. 
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e a r l y y e a r s , and i t was seen as v e r y a p p r o p r i a t e when the B r i t i s h 
A s s o c i a t i o n met at Plymouth and made the Athenaeum t h e i r head-
q u a r t e r s f o r t h e event (28). 
The formation o f a l i b r a r y probably began before t h e 
Athenaeum was b u i l t , but the e a r l i e s t r eference t o i t s a c t u a l e x i s t -
ence seems t o be i n 1825, wbeh a guidebook merely noted t h a t "This 
apartment c o n t a i n s the l i b r a r y o f the I n s t i t u t i o n " (29) i n an otherwise 
l e g n t h y d e s c r i p t i o n , which suggests t h a t the c o l l e c t i o n was probably 
s t i l i v e r y s m a l l and c o m p a r a t i v e l y i n s i g n i f i c a n t . The Curator o f 
the L i b r a r y i n 1825 was W." Woollcombe (30), and i n 1828 i t was Henry 
Woollcombe (31) , but from 1833 onwards the names of the a n n u a l l y e l e c t e d 
C u r a t o r s are known (Table 18). In 1830 both the L i b r a r y and s c i e n t i f i c 
apparatus were being kept i n the Committee Room, and t h e L i b r a r y had 
a l r e a d y accvunulated a u s e f u l c o l l e c t i o n of about 700 volumes, many of 
them donations (32). Purchases were r e s t r i c t e d t o works which would 
" a s s i s t msnbers i n t h e i r r e s e a r c h e s , and e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n 
o f l e c t u r e s " . (33) A l i s t o f t h e p r i n c i p a l works was p u b l i s h e d i n 1830 
and i s reproduced i n Table 19 ; i t i l l u s t r a t e s the s e r i o u s s c i e n t i f i c 
emphasis although works on a r t and l i t e r a t u r e were not excluded and 
Northcote's donations of b i s p r i n t s were a source of p r i d e t o the 
I n s t i t u t i o n . The l i s t o f p e r i o d i c a l s i s q u i t e e x t e n s i v e and c o n s i s t s 
l a r g e l y o f E n g l i s h and French l e a m e d j o u r n a l s but d i d not i g n o r a the 
more humble Mechanics magazine. I t i s c e r t a i n t h a t t h i s l i b r a r y was 
v e r y d i f f e r e n t from any which had yet been e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e Three 
Towns, and i t probably cpntinued t o bave the best l o c a i c o l l e c t i o n of; 
s c i e n t i f i c m a t e r i a l s u n t i l i t s d e s t r u c t i o n i n 1941; i n o r d e r t o under-
stand i t s growth and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i t i s necessary t o t u r n back t o 
t h e g e n e r a l develoEsnent of i t s parent I n s t i t u t i o n . 
The a c q u i s i t i o n o f a s i t e and e r e c t i o n of a b u i l d i n g had been 
made p o s s i b l e by the g e n e r o s i t y of v a r i o u s members who p r o v i d e d loans (35) 
which were f i n a l l y p aid o f f i n 1858 ( 36) . The running c o s t s were met by 
the s u b s c r i p t i o n s from t h e members who were d i v i d e d i n t o d i f f e r e n t 
c a t e g o r i e s . The e a r l i e s t s u r y i v i n g set of Laws was p r i n t e d i n 1827 
(37) and p r o v i d e s much Information about the o r g a n i s a t i o n . There were 
f o u r c a t e g o r i e s of membership, of which the most important was Member, 
c o n s i s t i n g o f gentlemen who undertook t o l e c t u r e ; t h e y alone owned the 
p r o p e r t y of the I n s t i t u t i o n , had the p r i v i l e g e of e l e c t i n g members. 
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Tabi e 18 • C u r a t o r s o f tbe L i b r a r y , and Honorary L i b r a r i a n s , 
o f t h e Plymouth I n s t i t u t l o n , 1812 - 1914 
pre- 1825 not known 
1825 W. Woollcombe 
1828 H. woollcombe 
1829-30(?) Rev. R. Luney 
1830 Rev. S. Rowe 
1833-34 Rev. S. Rowe 
1834-36 Rev. B. St. John 
1836 Lieut. Col. Smith 
1836-37 C. Brown 
1837-41 Rev. G. Patey 
1841-42 A. Rocker 
1842-44 Rev. P. Holmes 
1844-46 Rev. G. H. Parminter 
1846-47 Dr. Soltau 
1847-50 A. Rocker 
1850-51 A. Norman 
1851-53 R. F. Weymouth, M.A. 
1853-54 J. Boswarva 
1854-55 W. Hunt 
1855-64 R. Bishop 
1864-68 E. Gasking Brown 
1868-69 Dr. Bikkers 
1883-84 W. Power 
1884-99* J. Brooking Rowe 
1899-1902 W. H. K. Wright 
1902-10 J. Davy Tumer 
1910-13 C. W. Bracken 
1913- A. L. Strachan 
* The t i t l e was changed from Curator of the L i b r a r y t o Honorary 
L i b r a r i a n i n 1888. 
Sources of Information: the Annua! reports of the Plymouth Institution. 
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Table 19. Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n L i b r a r y ; p r i n c i p a l works 1830. 
''.^stle's o r i g i n and progress o f w r i t i n g and p r i n t i n g . -4to. 
A t l a n t i c Neptune, by C o l . des Barres. 
Aulus G e l l i u s . - f o l i o . 
Acta eruditorum. -4to. 
Brunet Manuel de L i b r a i r e . 
Bryant's d i c t i o n a r y o f p a i n t e r s . 
Cowley's works. - f o l i o . 
C u v i e r ' s Animal kingdom, t r a n s l a t e d by G r i f f I t h s and o t h e r s . 
C u v i e r ' s Leçons d'Anatomie comparée. 
Casauboni Atbenaeus. - f o l i o . 
Ducauge, Glossarium, - f o l i o . 
Delpbin c l a s s i c s . - (Valpy's édition.) 
D i c t i o n n a i r e , Noveau d ' h i s t o i r e n a t u r e l l e . 
Greenough's geology. 
Homeri Carrmina. Heyne. 
Hallam's h i s t o r y o f the middle âges. 
L e s i l e on beat and moisture. 
L a n z i S t o r i a p i t t o r i c a d e l l a I t a l i a . 
Lagrange Theorie des Fo n c t i o n s a n a l y t i q u e s . 
Laplace Theorie a n a l y t i q u e des probabilités 
Londiniana, o r Réminiscences of the B r i t i s h c a p i t a l , by E.W. Brayley. ' 
Lamark, Animaux sans Vertèbres. 
Mu r a t o r i A n n a l i d ' I t a l i a . 
M u l l e r ' s u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y . 
Maskelyne's a s t r o n o m i c a l o b s e r v a t i o n s . 
Mob's mineralogy. 
Maculloch's c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f rocks. 
Northcote's l i f e o f Reynolds. 
Northcote's p r i n t s , from b i s p i c t u r e s . - l a r g e f o l i o . 
Normandy, a r c h i t e c t u r a l a n t i q u i t i e s o f , by Pagin and Le Keux. 
Sismondi H i s t o r i e de Republiques I t a l i e n n e s . 
Spurzheim's physiognomical system. 
Stephani Thesaurus Linguae L a t i n a e . 
Scapulae L e x i c o n . - (Valpy) - f o l i o . 
S y r i a e H i s t o r i a Regum per Foy V a i l l a n t . 
T i r a b o s c h i S t o r i a d e l l a L e t t e r a t u r a I t a l i a n a . 
Tower o f London, memoirs o f , by John B r i t t e n and E. W. Br a y l e y . 
Warton's h i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h poetry. 
Wightwick's views o f Rome. 
Al s o the f o l l o w i n g p e r i o d i c a l s . 
T r a n s a c t i o n s o f t h e Royal S o c i e t y of London - o f Edinburgh - of the Cam-
bridge P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y - of the Royal S o c i e t y of L i t e r a t u r e -
of the A s i a t i c S o c i e t y of C a l c u t t a . Repertory o f A r t s . Annals o f 
Philosophy. Edinburgh J o u r n a l of Science. P h i l o s o p h i c a l Magazine. 
Mechanic's Magazine. J o u r n a l s des Savans. Le Globe. Annales de 
Chimie. Oxford and Cambridge u n i v e r s i t y C a l e n d a r s , &c." 
(From Transactions of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n , 1, 1830, 356-7) 
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managed the I n s t i t u t i o n , and had the r i g h t t o use t h e L i b r a r y . A s s o c i a t e s 
were n o n - l e c t u r i n g members whose o n l y p r i v i l e g e was t o a t t e n d l e c t u r e s 
and p a r t i c i p a t e i n the debates. Honorary members were gentlemen who 
had d i s t i n g u i s h e d themselves i n s c i e n c e , l i t e r a t u r e o r f i n e a r t s ; and 
Corresponding members were gentlemen who l i v e d at a d i s t a n c e and who 
passed on v a l u a b l e l i t e r a r y or s c i e n t i f i c communications - or could be 
expected t o do so. In each categ o r y admission was o n l y b y e l e c t i o n by 
the Members. Members p a i d an entrance fee of 2 gns. , and Ih gns. a n n u a l l y 
t h e r e a f t e r , w h i l e A s s o c i a t e s had t o pay the higher s u b s c r i p t i o n of 2 gns. 
per annum. Members had the r i g h t t o introduce a young member aged 
between f i f t e e n and twenty f o r a supplementary 1 gn. per annum, and 
c o u l d i n t r o d u c e a s t r a n g e r , v i z . someone not r e s i d e n t w i t h i n t e n m i l e s 
r a d i u s , t o t h e l e c t u r e s . From 1827-8 the I n s t i t u t i o n was governed by 
a Committee c o n s i s t i n g o f the P r e s i d e n t ( e l e c t e d every f i v e y e a r s ) , t h r e e 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s , Treasurer, S e c r e t a r y , and C u r a t o r s , a l l o f whom were 
e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y . The Committee arranged l e c t u r e s , s u p e r v i s e d p u b l i ­
c a t i o n s , and decided upon the purchase of books and apparatus, e t c . 
The f o u r C u r a t o r s were i n t r o d u c e d i n about 1827 t o r e p l a c e a former 
S c i e n t i f i c Apparatus Committee (38) , and were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the care 
of the L i b r a r y , Museum, apparatus, and domestic concerns. The Curator 
of t h e L i b r a r y was an honorary pos t , o f t e n h e l d by one of the most 
eminent Members, and i t s d u t i e s were l a i d down i n t h e Laws, which showed 
them t o be s p e c i f i c and l i m i t e d . The Curator had t h e a u t h o r i t y t o order 
any books t o be bound when necessary, t o r e q u i r e t h e r e t u r n o f an item 
from a Member f o r t h a t purpose o r f o r another Member p r e p a r i n g a l e c t u r e ; 
and he was r e q u i r e d t o i n s p e c t t h e c o n d i t i o n of t h e books a n n u a l l y , f o r 
which an annual r e t u r n o f books was r e q u i r e d by 20 March and the L i b r a r y 
remained c l o s e d u n t i l 1 A p r i l . The Committee s e l e c t e d the books; the 
Treasurer ordered them (but d i d not pay the b i l l s u n t i l the Cxirator had 
checked them); the Committee r e g u l a t e d the c i r c u l a t i o n of books and had 
the power t o impose f i n e s ( I s . per day f o r books not r e t u r n e d when 
requested by the Curator) and compensation f o r damage; and the Committee 
had the power of s e l l i n g o r exchanging d u p l i c a t e items. Only Members 
were e n t i t l e d t o borrov; books, and they were expected t o enter d e t a i l s o f 
l o a n s i n a r e g i s t e r which was provided. The o n l y works which they c o u l d 
not take out of the L i b r a r y were grammars and d i c t i o n a r i e s , and unbound 
p e r i o d i c a l s . I t was a matter o f honour f o r Members t o observe these 
simple r u l e s , and as t h e number of Members was not h i g h , the arrangements 
seem t o have operated s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 
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The p e r i o d from about 1830 t o 1851 p r o v i d e s l i t t l e evidence 
about the L i b r a r y , which must be presumed t o have continued t o operate 
under the arrangements j u s t d e s c r i b e d , but i t was a p e r i o d o f changing 
f o r t u n e s f o r the I n s t i t u t i o n i t s e l f . At f i r s t , t h e work o f t h e I n s t i ­
t u t i o n was running t o a smooth r e g u l a r p a t t e r n and was i n an ascending 
phase o f recruitment and i n t e r e s t . The annual season began i n August 
w i t h the p u b l i c e x h i b i t i o n , f o l l o w e d i n October by a l e c t u r e season 
which l a s t e d f o r f i y e months; the l e c t u r e s were h e l d weekly, cind 
i n c l u d e d many v a l u a b l e papers on l o c a l h i s t o r y , a n t i q u i t i e s , l i t e r a t u r e , 
geology, botany and zoology, e t c . A summary of proceedings was pub­
l i s h e d i n 1830 but proved a f i n a n c i a l d i s a s t e r and was not repeated. 
Then a d e c l i n e began t o set i n , and by 1837 t h e r e was a l a c k o f l e c t u r e s 
(39) . T h i s was a t t r i b u t e d t o t h r e e main causes - the contemporary 
excitement i n p o l i t i c s and l o c a l government reform, the a t t r a c t i o n of 
o t h e r popular l e c t u r e s such as those h e l d by the Plymouth Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t i o n (which Hudson p a r t i c u l a r l y blamed as t h e cause (40)) , and 
a s p l i t i n the I n s t i t u t i o n which took p l a c e i n 1838 because o f the 
l a c k o f a t t e n t i o n t o science p a r t i c u l a r l y n a t u r a l h i s t o r y (41).Many 
members of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n a p p a r e n t l y l e f t t o j o i n t h e Devon & 
Co r n w a l l N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y ( v i d . i n f . s e c t i o n 5.3), and by 1850 
t h e t o t a l membership of the I n s t i t u t i o n was o n l y 44, although i t was 
s t i l l acknowledged t o be the p r i n c i p a l l i t e r a r y i n s t i t u t i o n i n Plymouth 
(42). In 1846 Henry Woollcombe r e t i r e d from the P r e s i d e n c y t o which 
he had been e l e c t e d f o r f o u r quinquennia, and was made Patron o f the 
I n s t i t u t i o n , an honour which he d i d not l i v e long t o enjoy; he d i e d i n 
1847 and l e f t t o the I n s t i t u t i o n t h e manuscript o f h i s unpublished 
History of Plymouth which i s one of the few s u r v i v i n g t r e a s u r e s of the 
L i b r a r y . Bennett must have drawn upon much f i r s t - h a n d knowledge i n 
h i s r e v i e w of the e a r l y h i s t o r y o f the o r g a n i s a t i o n i n h i s paper 
o f 1858-9 (43), f o r he had j o i n e d t he I n s t i t u t i o n i n 1826 (44); he 
c o n s i d e r e d , w i t h h i n d s i g h t , t h a t , much as Mr. Woollcombe was esteemed 
by members, the I n s t i t u t i o n had been disadvantaged by the l o n g p e r i o d 
of r u l e by one person, f o r i t had been at t h e c o s t o f the independence 
of t he I n s t i t u t i o n . However, although the Laws were r e v i s e d i n 1846 
and the terms and amounts made more f a v o u r a b l e , t h e d e c l i n e continued. 
One p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n t o the dilemma had been suggested i n 1844 i n the 
form of a proposed merger between the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n and .the 
Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n , t h e l a t t e r being i n process o f e r e c t i n g 
new accommodation which would have t h e c a p a c i t y f o r an amalgamated 
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o r g a n i s a t i o n . However, i t seems t o have been f e l t t b a t a merger 
would not be s u i t a b l e , because i t was tbe fi a n c t i o n o f t b e Plymouth 
I n s t i t u t i o n t o l e a d i n forming p u b l i c t a s t e , w b i l e t b e Mecbanics' 
I n s t i t u t i o n was t o f o l l o w and spread popular t a s t e , and was concemed 
more w i t h amusement r a t h e r tban i n t e l l e c t u a l stimulation.(4 5) » I t i s o f 
i n t e r e s t t o n o t i c e t b a t t b e r e appears t o bave been no s i g n i f i c a n t 
s o c i a l différence i n tbe membersbip of tbe two o r g a n i s a t i o n s , f o r t b e 
Mecbanics' I n s t i t u t e wbicb had been o r i g i n a l l y intended f o r tbe working 
c l a s s had been l a r g e l y taken over by the middle c l a s s , and tbe member-
s b i p of t h e Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n wbicb had begun as an e x c l u s i v e c i r c l e 
i n t he upper échelons of the l o c a l middle c l a s s had broadened , 
accompanied by an i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a r i s a t i o n o f l e c t u r e s u b j e c t s . I t 
was e v i d e n t l y not considered s o c i a l l y unacceptable f o r the two t o merge. 
Although t h i s merger d i d not take p l a c e , another merger proved t o be the 
l i f e - s a v i n g t u r n i n g point of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n , when the Devon & 
C o r n w a l l N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y amalgamated back w i t h the parent body 
i n 1851, b r i n g i n g w i t h i t a h e a l t h y number o f members, a c o l l e c t i o n o f 
spécimens t o be added t o the Muséum, and s c i e n t i f i c books wbicb were 
added t o t h e L i b r a r y . The combined o r g a n i s a t i o n s took the o f f i c i a i 
t i t l e "The Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n and the Devon and Cornwall N a t u r a l 
H i s t o r y Society*} a lengthy t i t l e wbicb was commonly shortened t o the 
o l d name Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n , and wbicb remained i n f o r c e u n t i l 1961 
when t h e t i t l e Plymouth Athenaeum was adopted. The merger r e q u i r e d the 
r e v i s i o n o f t h e r u l e s and régulations, and the élection of new o f f i c e r s ; 
but a l t h o u g h the g r e a t e r l i b e r a l i t y o f the N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , 
w i t h i t s p r o v i s i o n f o r l a d y members and j u n i o r members, became évident 
i n the r e s u i t i n g arrangements, t b e r e seems t o have been no change i n 
respect o f the L i b r a r y . From about 1860 onwards, however, much more 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e about the L i b r a r y , i t s stock and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
which was a f f e c t e d by the development and changes i n the I n s t i t u t i o n 
i t s e l f , which w i l l be d e s c r i b e d f i r s t . 
The enlarged Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n began t o achieve a degree of 
success and s t a b i l i t y , and from 1856 began t o p u b l i s h the Annual reports 
and Transactions from which the f o l l o w i n g account i s mainly r e c o n s t r u c t e d . 
Membersbip showed a slow but steady i n c r e a s e u n t i l the peak years i n 
the e a r l y 1880s, and i t seems u n l i k e l y t o be mere coïncidence t h a t t h i s 
c o i n c i d e d w i t h a continued décline i n the number of s c i e n t i f i c l e c t u r e s 
which formed o n l y some 38% of t h e t o t a l f o r the p e r i o d 1812-1900, w i t h 
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a b o u t 50% on l i t e r a r y s u b j e c t s and 12% on a r t ; t b e l a t t e r two g r o u p s 
f r e q u e n t l y a c b i e v e d mucb h l g b e r a v e r a g e s i n t b e l a t e r y e a r s o f t b e 
Century, and was e v i d e n t l y a r e s p o n s e t o t b e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t i n t b e s e 
s u b j e c t s r a t h e r t h a n t h e h i g h e r s c i e n t i f i c c o n t e n t o f f o r m e r y e a r s . ( 4 6 ) . 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s r o s e f r o m l e s s t h a n E l O O i n t h e 1850s t o o v e r E230 i n t h e 
e a r l y 1 8 8 0 s , b e f o r e a d e c l i n e t o a b o u t E130 i n t h e t r o u g h o f 1896-8 (47 ) . 
T h e r e were o t h e r s o u r c e s o f i n c o m e , b u t a p a r t f r o m r e n t i n g o u t t h e 
a c c o m m o d a t I o n , t h e sums were m i n i m a l , .^and t h e t o t a l income was o n l y 
about E30 - ESO more t h a n t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n s . E x p e n d i t u r e on t h e L i b r a r y 
g e n e r a l l y f o l l o w e d t h e same t r e n d a s t h e a n n u a l i n c o m e , and v a r i e d f r o m 
a s l i t t l e a s E16 t o n e a r l y E S O , w i t h t y p i c a l e x p e n d i t u r e on books and 
b i n d i n g f l u c t u a t i n g between E2S - E 3 S . Some s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n was 
g i v e n t o t h e L i b r a r y by some C u r a t o r s , whose t i t l e was c h a n g e d t o t h a t 
o f H o n o r a r y L i b r a r i a n i n 1888 . Two men h e l d o f f i c e f o r l e n g t h y p e r l o d s , 
v i z . T . R . A . B r i g g s 1869 - 1883 , and J . B r o o k i n g Rowe 1884 - 1899. 
A l t h o u g h t h e o f f i c i a l d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e d u t i e s o f t h e L i b r a r i a n 
r e m a i n e d u n a l t e r e d f r o m t h e p r e v i o u s r u l e s ( v i d . s u p . ) , and were 
d i s t i n c t l y l i m i t i n g , b o t h o f t b e s e L i b r a r i a n s c l e a r l y had a d e e p i n t e r e s t 
i n t h e L i b r a r y and were a p p a r e n t l y f i r m i n p u s h i n g t h e i r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
f o r i t s i m p r o v e m e n t , a l t h o u g h t h i s i s i m p l i c i t r a t h e r t h a n e x p l i c i t i n 
t h e p u b l i s h e d r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e L i b r a r y . The I n s t i t u t i o n was i n c o r -
p o r a t e d i n 1884 , and a C o u n c i l r e p l a c e d t h e f o r m e r C o m m i t t e e , o f w h i c h 
t h e H o n o r a r y L i b r a r i a n c o n t i n u e d t o be a member. 
T h e L i b r a r y e x p e r i e n c e d a p e r i o d o f c o n s o l i d a t i o n and d e v e l o p ­
ment f r o m a b o u t 1860 t o 1899 . In 1865 t h e b o o k s e l e c t i o n p o l i c y was 
r e - i n t e r p r e t e d f r o m t h e o r i g i n a l p u r p o s e - ( a c q u i r i n g s u c h books a s would 
a s s i s t t h e Members i n t h e i r r e s e a r c h , and e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n 
o f l e c t u r e s ) - and was p a r a p h r a s e d a s : 
" . . . a l i b r a r y s h o u l d be f o r m e d , w h i c h s h o u l d Chief l y 
c o n s i s t o f s u c h b o o k s a s a r e n o t e a s i l y p r o c u r e d i n a 
p r o v i n c i a l t o w n , so r e m o t e f r o m t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s and 
t h e m e t r o p o l i s ; ". (48) 
The most i m p o r t a n t a d d i t i o n s t o s t o c k were l i s t e d i n t h e a n n u a l r e p o r t s , 
and s t i l l show a s c i e n t i f i c emphas i s a l t h o u g h a s l i t e r a t u r e and a r t 
became more f r e q u e n t s u b j e c t s o f t h e l e c t u r e s t h e s t o c k o f t h e L i b r a r y 
was e x t e n d e d t o c o v e r them a l s o . A demand f r o m some Members i n 1 8 S 8 - 9 
f o r more p o p u l a r b o o k s t o be added b e s i d e s t h e s p e c i a l i s e d works was 
a p p a r e n t l y met b y t h e S e c r e t a r i e s ' Suggestion t h a t t h e b e s t r u d i m e n t a r y 
t r e a t i s e s i n e a c h d e p a r t m e n t o f s c i e n c e a n d a r t s h o u l d be a c q u i r e d ( 4 9 ) . 
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Durdng the 1860s a p o s i t i v e attempt was a l s o made t o f i l l t h e gaps 
i n p e r i o d i c a l h o l d i n g s t o enhance the u s e f u l n e s s o f the L i b r a r y (50). 
New a c c [ u i s i t i o n s were obtained through t h e médium o f purchase, 
donation and exchange, w i t h much emphasis on t h e l a s t two methods. The 
funds f o r purchase were o f t e n s m a l l , u s u a l l y between £2 5 - £3 5, which 
had t o cover b i n d i n g and p e r i o d i c a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s as w e l l as t h e purchase 
o f new books. Donations had been encouraged from the beginning, and 
continued w i t h r e g u l a r i t y , from i n d i v i d u a l s and o r g a n i s a t i o n s . In 
1869-70, f o r example, t h r e e corresponding and honorary members each 
presented a copy o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p u b l i c a t i o n s , a n a t u r a l i s t i n the 
North of England send a copy o f b i s book on t h e f l o r a and favma of 
Alnwick, and f o u r Members presented books o r p e r i o d i c a l p a r t s (51); 
s e v e r a l s o c i e t i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e Royal I n s t i t u t i o n o f C o r n w a l l , the 
L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y o f Manchester, and the Royal Dublin 
S o c i e t y , responded t o the L i b r a r i a n ' s request f o r back numbers o f t h e i r 
sériai p u b l i c a t i o n s t o complète the sets i n t h e L i b r a r y (52); and 
u n s o l i c i t e d d o nations came from the B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n , the Smithsonian 
I n s t i t u t e , the Royal U n i v e r s i t y of Norway, and many ot h e r s , u s u a l l y i n 
the form of annual r e p o r t s or j o u r n a l s (53). The L i b r a r i a n was encour-
aged by t h i s gênerai response t o suggest widening t h e correspond ence 
t o a l a r g e r number of s c i e n t i f i c and l i t e r a r y s o c i e t i e s i n order t o 
ob t a i n t h e i r p u b l i c a t i o n s (54). E a r l y exchanges were mentioned i n 1857-8 
when the Transactions of the Dublin N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y and Dublin 
G e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y were obtained i n t h a t way. The I n s t i t u t i o n began t o 
p u b l i s h i t s own Transactions r e g u l a r l y from 1865, and t h e r e a f t e r was i n 
a strong p o s i t i o n t o extend exchange arrangements, r e s u l t i n g i n a steady 
increase o f L i b r a r y a d d i t i o n s from t h a t source. In 1886-7 i t appears 
t h a t at l e a s t t h i r t y f i v e s o c i e t i e s or s i m i l a r o r g a n i s a t i o n s presented 
t h e i r p u b l i c a t i o n s on the exchange p r i n c i p l e , i n c l u d i n g : Royal Micr o -
s c o p i c a l S o c i e t y , Z o o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y of London, G e o l o g i s t s A s s o c i a t i o n , 
Royal S o c i e t y , Royal Geographical S o c i e t y , G e o l o g i c a l and N a t u r a l 
H i s t o r y survey o f Canada, N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y o f Glasgow, S o c i e t a 
Toscana, Royal Cornwall P o l y t e c h n i c S o c i e t y , B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n , Devon-
s h i r e A s s o c i a t i o n , Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n , Linnean S o c i e t y , B r i t i s h and 
American A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y of Rome, Essex F i e l d Club, C i n c i n n a t i 
S o c i e t y , and so on (55). Two l a r g e and important donations were made 
t o the L i b r a r y w i t h i n t h e short p e r i o d 1884-1887. The f i r s t was a 
donation from t he Record Commissioners which i n c l u d e d 74 volumes o f 
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Calendars and 150 volumes o f Chronicles , p l u s o t h e r vrorks making a 
t o t a l o f some 250 volumes (56). The secpnd donation was a v a l u a b l e 
c o l l e c t i o n of about 1,500 Devonshire pamphlets and t r a c t s p u b l i s h e d 
from the s i x t e e n t h t o t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , being about Devon, by 
Devon authors, or p u b l i s h e d i n Devon. The c o l l e c t i o n had been formed 
by the l a t e James Davidson and James Bridge Davidson (57) and the 
f a m i l y had intended t o s e i l t h e pamphlets by a u c t i o n u n t i l t h e 
I n t e r v e n t i o n of the Hon. L i b r a r i a n J . Brooking Rowe caused the c o l l e c t i o n 
t o be donated t o the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n > upon c o n d i t i o n : 
"1. That the T r a c t s , e t c . , be kept t o g e t h e r and i n l o c k e d 
cases, and be c a l l e d the 'Davidson C o l l e c t i o n ' , and 
t h a t a s p e c i a l l a b e l be provided f o r each separate T r a c t . 
2. That the T r a c t s be not allowed t o c i r c u i a t e o r t o be 
taken out o f the b u i l d i n g o f the Athenaeum. 
3. That t h e c o l l e c t i o n be under the Charge of the Curator 
of the L i b r a r y , and o n l y t o be c o n s u l t e d on a p p l i c a t i o n 
t o and at such times as may be arranged w i t h bim. 
4. That any person wishing t o see any T r a c t be requested 
to f i l i up a t i c k e t i n t h e form p r o v i d e d , and the 
a p p l i c a n t s h a l l be r e s p o n s i b l e t o the S o c i e t y f o r the 
safe custody and r e t u r n o f the book'.' (57) 
The t o t a l stock was estimated a t about 3,250 volumes i n 1885 (58) and 
had grown t o about 5,000 volumes i n 1895, i n c l u d i n g about 2,000 which 
were uncatalogued (59). The growth of the L i b r a r y broughtwith i t 
Problems of accommodation, arrangement, c a t a l o g u i n g and c o n t r o l , which 
e v e n t u a l l y could no l o n g e r be ignored by the C o u n c i l . 
The problem o f accommodation was solved by a number of 
temporary r e l i e f measures at f i r s t . In 1871-2 (60) and 1878-9 (61) 
e x t r a shelves were f i t t e d . By 1881-2 the shelyes were f u l l , and i t 
was decided t o s e i l the set o f Delphin C l a s s i c s i n order t o reléase 
s h e l f space f o r new acquisitions.(62) The volumes donated by the Record 
Commissioners i n 1884-5 c o u l d not be accommodated i n the L i b r a r y , and 
were housed i n a bookcase i n t h e ante-room t o the r i g h t of t h e entrance 
lobby (63).. The Davidson C o l l e c t i o n had t o be housed on e x t r a shelves 
f i t t e d i n "the lower l i b r a r y " , a p p a r e n t l y the same room (64). These 
temporary expedients were not s a t i s f a c t o r y , but i t was not u n t i l much 
l a t e r t h a t the problem o f accommodation was provided w i t h a long term 
s o l u t i o n ( v i d . i n f . ) . 
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The method of arr a n g i n g t h e stock i s not d e s c r i b e d , but 
pro b a b l y c o n s i s t ed o f a combinat i o n o f arrangement by s i z e , broad 
s u b j e c t and a l p h a b e t i c a l order. Much o f the stock c o n s i s t e d o f 
p e r i o d i c a l volumes, which would not have been d i f f i c u l t t o arrange 
f o r easy r e t r i e v a l . Probably some adjustment o f stock was made by 
th e v a r i o u s L i b r a r i a n s , and t h i s i s l i k e l y t o have been t h e meaning 
o f t h e r e p o r t i n 18 55-6 t h a t t h e L i b r a r y had been "re-arranged"(65), 
and again i n 1865-6 (66); i n 1867-8 the L i b r a r y was s a i d t o have been 
i n need o f yet another re-arrangement (67), but as t h i s was c a r r i e d 
out by the same L i b r a r i a n as i n the p r e v i o u s one, 1865-6, i t seems 
u n l i k e l y t h a t the same person c a r r i e d out two major r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
p r o b a b l y o n l y adjustment t o ease t h e most crowded shelves. 
Unfortvinately the c a t a l o g u e s do not provide a d u e t o the 
arrangement of the books, f o r t h e e a r l i e s t s u i r v i v i n g p r i n t e d catalogne 
appears t o be the 1894 e d i t i o n . Yet t h e r e were apparently s e v e r a l 
e a r l y p r i n t e d catalogues o f t h e L i b r a r y . In 1855-6 i t was r e p o r t e d 
t h a t t h e Catalogue was " i n a s t a t e of pro g r e s s " ( 6 8 ) , and t h e next year 
i t was re p o r t e d t h a t copies o f t h e Catalogue were being d i s t r i b u t e d 
w i t h t h e Annual report (69). In 1867-8 i t was reported t h a t the new 
ca t a l o g u e was i n t h e hands of t h e p r i n t e r (70), and t h i s was a p p a r e n t l y 
completed i n 1870, f o r S h e l l y s t a t e d i n 1885 t h a t there was " ... a 
ca t a l o g u e arranged according t o s u b j e c t s , p r i n t e d i n 1B70" (71), and 
th e 1892 Catalogue of the Locai Department of Plymouth Free Public 
Library l i s t e d a copy of the 1870 Catalogue of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n 
amongst i t s own ho l d i n g s (72). The 1894 Index catalogue o f the L i b r a r y 
was e v i d e n t l y pròduced vinder t h e i n f l u e n c e of the Borough L i b r a r i a n , 
W. H. K. Wright,who was a Member o f t h e I n s t i t u t i o n although not i t s 
L i b r a r i a n at t h a t time. The e n t r i e s were arranged on the d i c t i o n a r y 
c a t a l o g u e p r i n c i p l e which had been adopted f o r the Borough L i b r a r y , 
but no d u e i s s u p p l i e d i n i t t o the l o c a t i o n o f the books. Ficjure 25 
shows a t y p i c a l page from the 1894 Index catalogue. The co n t e n t s o f 
t h e volume c o n f i r m the gene r a l p i c t u r e of subject scope i n d i c a t e d by the 
r e f e r e n c e s of previous years. The contents are mostly i n E n g l i s h , 
w i t h some French such as Annales de chimie and a few standard works. 
There i s a l i t t l e L a t i n , and a few items i n I t a l i a n and German. The 
s u b j e c t s are mainly a wide range o f science and l i t e r a t u r e , w i t h v e r y 
l i t t l e t h e o l o gy o r c l a s s i c s . The l i s t of Transactions and Proceedings 
shown i n F i g . 2 5 give a good i d e a o f the general scope, although 
many of the rans of ho l d i n g s were d e f e c t i v e . P a r t i c u l a r l y good runs 
211. 
Terre, Tlióorie de la Figure de l:i, lire des Princiiics de l'ITydro-
statiijue liar Cluinii it Second J'xlition. l'aris. 1808. 
Tcstnecìi Ùritaniiiea; or, Natuml lli.slor}' o f iSrìtisli Shells. Geo. 
IMuntagu. l'arts 1. j u i d II. , with Siij>idenient 3 voi». 1803. 
Testaecologieus, Index. A n Illuslratt^d Catalogue o f lìritisli and 
Foreign Shells. W . Wooi l . E.I . Sylvanus l lanley. 18r)6. 
Thesaurus Linguiu Lnlin.T., l iulierti Stejdiani. 4 vols. 1740. 
Gr:ucT3Linguai ab ILStcìdiunoconstruetus. 8 vols. 1616-18.. 
Tliunderstonns ; and the Äreans of l'rotecting Buildings and 
Shijiping against the Destructive Effects of Lightning. [Sir] 
W . Snow Harris. Jyondon. 1843. 
Timber, Construction of, from Ear ly G r o w t L J . H i l l 1774. 
T i n Trade of the Ancients in Cornwall, and the "Ict is" of 
Diodorns Siculus. S ir Cliristophcr IL-iwkins. I^ondon. 1811. 
Toddington,(iloucestershire,Scatof Ix)rd Sudeley. J . lìrilton. 1840. 
Tofä Zer.'iyah ; or, l^sscnee of Wohamedan L i w . Sycd ZeefwK)-
deen, Is'ativc Judge. 184G. 
Topognipliy of Devon. J . Brooking liowe. Plymouth. 1882. 
Tourists' Conijianion. J . Saiiford. Devonjvirt. 1828. 
Tokens—Descrijitive Catidogue of the Ixjndon Traders 'J'avcru, and 
Golic'.c l louse—Curri'nt in the ScvenU'enth Century. Pre-
sented to the Cori>oration Library by H . B . 11. Bciiufoy. 
J . H . BUHL Ix)ndon. IStiS. 
Tournofort, Acquisextiensis Doctoris Jlcdici Parisicnsis, &c. , 
Institutioncs Be i Hcrli;iriaj. ii vols. Parisiis. 1700. 
Tracts, jMostly West of England. K . N . AVorth. 3 vols. V.D. 
Transactions and Proceedings—See Asiatic Societj' of Bengal; 
Anstvala^jian -Association for Advancement of Science; Ber-
wickshire naturalists' C l u b ; Bclfiist Naturalists' l'ield C l u b ; 
Botanical Society ; Bristol Institution ; Bristol Naturali.sts' 
Sdciety; Cambridge I'liiloso]ihical Society ; Calcutta Mendicai 
and I'lij'sical Society; Cincinnati Jluseum Association; 
] )ublijj Natinal History Society ; Devonshire As.s<.>ciation ; 
Kiitoniolngicid Society of Ix>ndon ; E x Libris Society ; 
lùiglish Dialect Society ; E i r l y Engli.^ih Text Society ; I'Lssex 
Fie ld Club ; Epping Forest and County of Usscx Fie ld Club ; 
Folk-l»rc Society ; Geological Society of I^ondon ; Geological 
Society of France ; Geological Society of Ilu.ssia ; Glasgow 
Natnnd History Society; (Jeologists' Associ.ation ; I-mcashire 
and Cheshire Historical Society ; Linnean Society ; Liveriwol 
Liter.iry and Philosojdiical Society ; Manchester Literary and 
I'liilosopliicid Society ; Manchester Municipal Society ; Man-
chester Scientilic Students' A.ssoeiation ; JIarine Biological 
A.s.sociution ; McridAn S<;icntific Association ; Northumberland 
and Durham Natural History Socict)'; Norfolk and Norwich 
Naturalists' Society; Nova Scotia Institute of Natur.d Science; 
Plymouth Institution; Peuzjuice Natural History Society; 
Palajontographical Society ; Rochester Academy of Science ; 
F i g . 2 5 Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n . Index catalogue, 1 8 9 4 . 
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were he l d o f the p u b l i c a t i o n s séries and p e r l o d l c a l s sucb as: 
Early English Text Society séries. Folk Lore Society séries, Palaeonto-
logical Society, Philosophical transactions, Ray Society publications, 
t o name but a few. A separate Catalogue of the Davidson C o l l e c t i o n 
of. pamphlets was a l s o p r l n t e d In 1894, and a s h e l f c a t a l o g u e was a l s o 
prepared under t he d i r e c t i o n of W.H.K. Wright (73) , who appears a t 
t h i s time t o bave been working very c l o s e l y w i t h t h e l i s t e d Honorary 
L i b r a r i a n , J . Brooking Rowe, p o s s i b l y as an u n o f f i c i a l L i b r a r y A d v i s e r . 
A System o f shelfmarks was introduced i n about 1895, ap p a r e n t l y f o r 
the f i r s t t i m e , f o r the 1894-5 Annual report c o n t a i n s the comment 
t h a t : 
"A great d e a l of work bas now t o be done i n shelfmarking 
the books, and e n t e r i n g them i n the Catalogue f o r easy 
référence, but i t i s impossible t o commence t h i s u n t i l 
more room i s found'.' (74) 
The problem of c o n t r o l of the L i b r a r y had now become a v e r y 
r e a l i s s u e . From about 1870 onwards t h e r e were fréquent r e p o r t s of 
missing volumes, even before the use of the L i b r a r y was extended t o 
A s s o c i a t e s on the same terms as Members i n about 1877 (75). T h i s 
extension more than doubled the number of p o t e n t i a l u s e r s , f o r t h e 
number of Members was 76 i n 1880-1 but the number o f A s s o c i a t e s was 
128. The Curator soon pointed out the problems o f c o n t r o l t o the 
Coun c i l and Members: 
"Your Curator i s désirons of express i n g a v e r y strong o p i n i o n 
t h a t proper arrangements shonld be made f o r the i s s u e o f books. 
At présent t h e r e i s no check, the S o c i e t y simply t r u s t i n g t o the 
person t a k i n g out a book e n t e r i n g i t h i m s e l f , and n n l e s s be 
does so t h e r e i s no in f o r m a t i o n as t o i t s whereabouts. T h i s 
p l a n answered when none but L e c t u r i n g Members were permitted 
t o use the L i b r a r y ; but now t h a t A s s o c i a t e s bave t h i s privilège 
the number of readers i s g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d , and i t i s impossible 
t o e x e r c i s e proper s u p e r v i s i o n . At présent volximes are 
m i s s i n g , o f which n e i t h e r t h e Curator o r Housekeeper bave been 
a b l e t o f i n d any t r a c e . I t i s v e r y désirable t h a t so v a l u a b l e 
a L i b r a r y shonld be made a v a i l a b l e f o r as l a r g e a number of 
persons as p o s s i b l e , and your Curator hopes t h a t something 
may be done t o e f f e c t t h i s , and at the same time t o prevent 
l o s s o r damage t o what i s , a f t e r a i l , t h e p r o p e r t y of a 
privâte Society'.' (76) 
The f o l l o w i n g year the s i t u a t i o n was r e p o r t e d as having d e t e r i o r a t e d . 
"... much a n x i e t y bas been cansed t o your C u r a t o r . Of course, 
what i s wanted i s a L i b r a r i a n who would be abl e t o attend 
d a i l y between c e r t a i n hours, and t h a t books should be o h l y 
i s s u e d by him'.' (77) 
The C o u n c i l c o n l d not see t h e i r way t o a p p o i n t i n g a p a i d l i b r a r i a n . 
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but d l d s a n c t i o n a new set of Library Régulations whicb t h e y boped 
would help t b e s i t u a t i o n (Table 20) (78). 
Tbe problems o f accommodation and c o n t r o l wbicb J . Brooking 
Rowe encountered a t t b e beginning of b i s term o f o f f i c e as L i b r a r i a n 
i n 1884 continued w i t b l i t t l e a l l e v i a t i o n u n t i l s h o r t l y b e f o r e tbe 
end of the c e n t u r y , when be had the s a t i s f a c t i o n o f seeing one of them 
r e s o l v e d . The problems of accommodâting the expanding L i b r a r y which 
had a t f i r s t been met by temporary measures began t o r e c e i v e s e r i o n s 
considération by 1895, when i t began t o seem t h a t t h e answer conld be 
t o erect an e x t e n s i o n . Plans were drawn up and t e n d e r s r e c e i v e d ; but 
at t h e annual meeting 1897-8 the b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t was abandoned i n faveur 
of a simple s o l u t i o n o f exchanging accommodation. In 1883 the Athen-
aeum had been extended t o i n c o r p o r a t e an enlarged Muséum, and an A r t 
G a l l e r y had been e r e c t e d at the same time a l o n g s i d e the l e c t u r e room. 
The A r t G a l l e r y was l a r g a r than necessary f o r t h e e x h i b i t i o n s , and i t 
was now agreed t o f i t i t up w i t h bookcases and t r a n s f e r t h e o l d L i b r a r y 
from the u p s t a i r s room i t had occupied f o r e i g h t y years ,• and which was 
" a l t o g e t h e r unequal t o c o n t a i n the increase i n number of books" (79), 
i n t o what now became "a very handsome L i b r a r y Room" (8)". The necessary 
a d a p t a t i o n s were c a r r i e d out and the t r a n s f e r completed i n e a r l y 1898, 
w i t h an o f f i c i a i opening by the Président who happened t o be W. H.K. 
Wright, the Borongh L i b r a r i a n (81). U n f o r t n n a t e l y the members conld 
not immediately r e c e i v e the f u l l b e n e f i t o f t h e new arrangements, f o r 
i t was d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e room was capable o f b r i n g i n g i n a u s e f n l 
income i f i t was h i r e d f o r examinations and v a r i o n s meetings. I t seems 
t o bave been t h i s new d i f f i c u l t y which was the l a s t straw t o the s o r e l y -
t r i e d L i b r a r i a n , f o r he resi g n e d the same year. In b i s r e p o r t f o r the 
year, he s t a t e d t h a t t h e new L i b r a r y was commodions and p l e a s a n t , l i k e l y 
t o be of t h e g r e a t e s t use (when members were a l l o w e d t o bave the f u l l 
b e n e f i t o f i t ) , but be resi g n e d becanse under t h e e x i s t i n g circumstances 
no L i b r a r i a n c o n l d perform the necessary d u t i e s s a t i s f a c t o r i l y (82). He 
c o n l d not accept t h e great r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e L i b r a r y which had no 
p r o t e c t i o n , was used by st r a n g e r s , t o which t h e r e was easy access, w i t h 
a r i s k o f g r e a t l o s s . He p a i d t r i b u t e t o the a s s i s t a n c e be had r e c e i v e d 
from the c a r e t a k e r who had been of the g r e a t e s t h e l p i n arr a n g i n g and 
c l a s s i f y i n g t h e books, f a r i n excess o f b i s duty. No donbt t he résig­
n a t i o n of t h e Honorary L i b r a r i a n i n whose time so much had been achieved , 
was r e c e i v e d w i t h r e g r e t by the Council} but t h e y were too busy t o t h i n k 
1. The Library s l ia l l bc opcn .da i ly (cxccpt on the dayE oent ioned i n 
RcgulatioD 2) from 10 i n the M o m i n g unt i l dusk. 
2. The Library shall be closcd on a i l Sundays, Good Friday, Chi i s lmaa 
Day, and Bauk Hol idays ; on TVednesday oítcmoon i n evciy week 
from 2 o'clock ; nnd on snch otbcr dnyg as ïhall be dircctcd by the 
Council ; as wcU as froai Ihc 20th Slarch to Ist A p r i l , as provided by 
Law 38. 
3. Every Membcr or Assodate may borrow from the Library any nnrabcr 
of printed circulatir.g Bookn not cxcecding four, and may exchange 
any of the borrowcd volâmes for othora as oftcn as ho plcaics, bat 
so that lie shall not havo tnorc than four volumes i u his j>osscssiou at 
j juj^ono tiino. 
4. î i o Dook borrowcd from t l ic L ib ra ry shall bo mtaincd for a longer pcriod 
than twcntj-Kinc dnys, i f the oaino bc ftpplictl for by nuy olher 
Mombcr or Associatc, nor i n any case shall any lîook bo retaincd 
for a longer pcriod than thrcc moaths. 
6. E v e i y Member or Assodate who shal l borrow any Book «hall bo rcspon-
siblo to tlie Sodc ty for its safcty and good condition from t i c time of 
its leavJDg the L i b n u y un t i l i t shall be rctamed, and i n case of loss 
or damage hc shall replace tho same or make i t good, or i f so requircd 
by the Conncü, shal l furaish another copy of the eatire set of wh ich 
i ; may bc a part. 
C. The Conncil , or tbe Curator of the Libran- between its meetings, shal l 
decde what works shal l not go out of tho Library, cithcr on account 
of their value or on account of their bdng vo rks of référence. 
7. N o book shall bc issued to any person not being a Member or Aasociate, 
without a spcdal order of tl ie CounciL 
5. Every appl ic i t ion by any Member or Assodate, who shall not attend 
in pcrscu, for t i c loan of any book or books, shall be in wri t iag , and 
be prcscntcd to the C u n t o r of tho Library or tho Housekeeper by on 
suthorised agent therdn samed. 
9. The title of the book borrowcd shal l bc cntered i n tîio book providcd 
for tho purposc, and such cn i ry shall bc signed by the borroucr or 
his agent, and tbe r c tum of books borrowcd shall bc dnly ciitcred in 
tho same book. Tho borrower shall also fill up a ticket i n tho fonn 
provided, and sign tho same and hand i t to tho Housekeeper on 
Icaving tho L ib ra ry , and tho Housekeeper is requircd to dcmand 
such t icket. 
10. The Council for good cause shown shall hâve ixjwcr to relax or suspend 
any of thcsc Eu lcs or Régulations in the case of any Member or 
Associatc rofiuiring books i n connection w i th any matt r of s|>ccial 
rcsearch i n which ho may bo engagcd. 
11. Thèse Rules and Régulations shal l bc taken and rcad i n connection 
wi th Laws 34 to 39, hcading " L t B I u . S Y . " 
Table 20. Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n L i b r a r y régulations 1887-8. 
(Source: T.P.J. lO, 1887-8, x i v - x v ) 
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much about the L i b r a r y j u s t then, f o r they were c o n s i d e r i n g an o f f e r 
from the Trustées of the Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n t o e f f e c t a 
merger w i t h the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n . 
By the end o f the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y the a c t i v i t i e s o f the 
Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n had broadened and become more popular, A s s o c i a t e s 
outnumbered the L e c t u r i n g Members, and l a d i e s had begun t o t a k e up 
membership as opposed t o a t t e n d i n g the e x h i b i t i o n s , s o c i a l o c c asions, 
e t c . by i n v i t a t i o n . The I n s t i t u t i o n had f i n e b u i l d i n g s and was s t i l i 
t h e premier l i t e r a r y i n s t i t u t i o n o f Plymouth, but the changes i n i t s 
membership and a c t i v i t i e s s i n c e 1844 now made p o s s i b l e t h e merger which 
had been r e j e c t e d on the p r e v i o u s o c c a s i o n . In 1898-9 the Trustées 
of the Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n approached the C o u n c i l o f the 
Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n w i t h an o f f e r t o handover i t s funds t o the Plymouth 
I n s t i t u t i o n o r j o i n t Trustées, p a r t l y f o r the érection of a l e n d i n g and 
référence room of g e n e r a l l i t e r a t u r e , and p a r t l y f o r g e n e r a l purposes. 
The Plymouth Institx±ion agreed i n A p r i l 1899 (83) and the f o l l o w i n g 
arrangements were made: 
The Trustées should hand over t o the C o u n c i l a sum o f about 
E2,0O0, of which about £1,500 was t o be spent i n e r e c t i n g a 
newsroom and l i b r a r y on the vacant ground at the r e a r of 
the Athenaeum, E300 as a b u i l d i n g maintenance fiond, and the 
balance f o r the purchase of new books. 
A i l members of t h e Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n could become 
members of the a p p r o p r i a t e category of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n , 
provided t h a t t h e y continued t o pay an annual s u b s c r i p t i o n at 
t h e i r former r a t e of 10s. o r 7s., the différence being made up 
a n n u a l l y from funds h e l d by the j o i n t Trustées and not expected 
t o be l e s s than £1,800. Any d e f i c i e n c y on the annual account 
of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n c o u l d i n f u t u r e a l s o be discharged 
from t h i s fund, u n t i l the fund f e l l below E500, at which time 
i t was t o be p a i d over i n t o a general fund.(84). 
The immediate e f f e c t on the membership of the rejuvenated Plymouth 
I n s t i t u t i o n was s t r i k i n g . The numbers of members j o i n i n g each category 
from the Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n were: 18 Members, 49 A s s o c i a t e s , 
and loi Lady A s s o c i a t e s . Immediately the balance of membership changed 
from the former approximation of 1 : 1 Member : A s s o c i a t e w i t h a n e g l i g i b l e 
number of l a d y and j u n i o r members, t o about 1 : 1 : 1 i n 1900 w i t h 
Lady A s s o c i a t e s forming about one t h i r d of the membership, t o a r a p i d 
i n c r e a s e i n the l a t t a r group so t h a t by 1906 the L a d i e s formed about 
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one h a l f o f the members, the r a t i o now being 1 : 1 : 2, and the a c t u a l 
f i g u r e s f o r 1913-4 being 80 Members, 89 A s s o c i a t e s , 185 Lady A s s o c i a t e s , 
and 2 J u n i o r A s s o c i a t e s . The reason was not f a r t o seek - t h e a t t r a c t i o n 
was t h e new Lending L i b r a r y which had been erected i n accordance w i t h 
t h e agreement, and i n t o which t h e Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e L i b r a r y had 
been t r a n s f e r r e d and refreshed by a considérable i n j e c t i o n o f new stock. 
The new b u i l d i n g was opened on 3 January 1900, and proved a great 
success. The new L i b r a r y operated completely s e p a r a t e l y from t h e 
Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n ' s own former L i b r a r y , which was now r e f e r r e d t o 
as t h e S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t , and the S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y 
c o n t i n u e d t o f u n c t i o n under i t s own r u l e s as bef o r e . The new L i b r a r y was 
r e f e r r e d t o as the Lending L i b r a r y , and was under the gênerai management 
of a spécial committee of which W. H.K. Wright was the Chairman from 
the b eginning t o h i s death i n 1915. The Lending L i b r a r y had t o be 
open f o r ext e n s i v e hours, and c o u l d not be operated on the c a s u a l 
arrangements which s t i l l operated f o r t h e S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y . In 
August 1900 Miss Burke was appointed L i b r a r y Attendant o f the "General 
Library'.' Immediately she made a good impression and was g i v e n f a v o u r a b l e 
comment i n the annual r e p o r t s by t h e L i b r a r y Committee; i n f a c t , she 
remained the L i b r a r i a n x i n t i l 193 5, when the Lending L i b r a r y was d i s -
c o n t i n u ed. 
The Lending L i b r a r y was a popular s e r v i c e . In 1904-5 over 
250 out of the 375 members of t h e I n s t i t u t i o n were using i t . The 
annual i s s u e s were at f i r s t below 10,000 per annum but i n 1905-6 reached 
14,550 i s s u e s , a weekly average o f over 280 compared t o l e s s than 200 
f i v e y ears p r e v i o u s l y . Perhaps t h e co m p a r a t i v e l y small i n j e c t i o n s o f 
new s t o c k , o f about lOO or 200 per annxim, were i n s u f f i c i e n t t o maint a i n 
th e i n t e r e s t o f a i l u sers, f o r a f t e r 1905-6 the t y p i c a l annual i s s u e s 
went back t o between 10,000 and 12,000, f l u c t u a t i n g s e a s o n a l l y w i t h 
about 2O0 i s s u e s per week i n summer and about 290 i n w i n t e r . The 
breakdown o f i s s u e s i s not s p e c i f i e d , but appears t o bave been p r i m a r i l y 
f i c t i o n , which had p a r t i c u l a r appeal t o the Lady A s s o c i a t e s . In 1905-6 
an attempt was made t o reduce t h e expenditure on new f i c t i o n by p l a c i n g 
a s u b s c r i p t i o n w i t h Smith's C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y , ( w h i c h proved q u i t e 
s a t i s f a c t o r y (85). Another stratagem adopted t o make the bookfund 
s t r e t c h t o the l i m i t was the purchase o f secondhand books as w e l l as 
new p u b l i c a t i o n s . In 1910-11 the C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y Committee reporte d 
t h a t i t had added over 400 voltimes i n c l u d i n g secondhand items; 7 5% o f 
th e a d d i t i o n s was f i c t i o n , and the remainder c o n s i s t e d o f biography. 
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t r a v e l , popular s c l e n c e , and m l s c e l l a n e o u s works. The Chief demand, 
i t confirmed, was f o r new novels. The p r e v i o u s year i t had r e p o r t e d 
t h a t modern p l a y s and essays were in good demand, and t h a t t h e i l l u s -
t r a t e d magazines and reviews were w e l l used. The s u c c e s s f u l e x p e r i -
ment w i t h the s u b s c r i p t i o n tö Smith's C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y paved the 
way f o r a s u b s c r i p t i o n to the Times Book Club, from which 31 works 
were borrowed in 1912-3. The C i r c u l a t i n g L i b r a r y in 1914 was c l e a r l y 
thought to be f u l f i l l i n g a necessary f u n c t i o n in the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n . 
P o s s i b l y in the e a r l y years a f t e r amalgamatIon, the f a c t t h a t about 
one h a l f of the t o t a l membership c o n s i s t e d of Lady As s o c i a t e s , who 
p a r t i c u l a r l y valued the Lending L i b r a r y , would bave made i t seem t h a t 
t h e withdrawal of the expensive new f a c i l i t y would bave meant f i n a n c i a l 
s u i c i d e through the withdrawal of s u b s c r i p t i o n s i and in any case the 
agreement w i t h the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n had to be honoured. But, as 
the y e a r s went by, the f i n a n c i a l Statements y i e l d reasonable evidence 
t h a t the c o s t of the Lending L i b r a r y was perhaps out of p r o p o r t i o n and 
t h a t the r i s k of l o s i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n s , i f i t was not maintained, was not 
so hazardous as c o n t i n u i n g to run t h e I n s t i t u t i o n i n t o debt. For 
s e v e r a l years p r i o r to 1914 the o v e r d r a f t at the bank was over E200 
each year, and the funds he l d by t h e Trustees were dwindling from the 
r e q u e s t s to make good the d e f i c i t s each year. Before the amalgamation 
ahd the s e t t i n g up of the new L i b r a r y , the c o s t of the L i b r a r y was in 
the r a g i o n of £30 - £3 5 per annum, and the t o t a l s a l a r y b i l l was about 
£36. The new Lending L i b r a r y r e q u i r e d an annual expenditure of about 
£70 - £80 for p e r i o d i c a l s , an i n c r e a s e of about £30 per annum on new 
books and b i n d i n g , and at l e a s t £60 e x t r a f o r the s a l a r y of t h e L i b r a r y 
A s s i s t a n t making an e x t r a • c o s t of some £160 - £170 d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e 
to t h e L i b r a r y . S u b s c r i p t i o n income in 1898 was £172, and had r i s e n by 
1914 t o o n l y £2 58; the amount of income obtained from h i r i n g the rooms 
had become s i g n i f i c a n t , by 1914 i t was £149 out of the t o t a l income 
of £459. I t must bave been a t e m p t a t i o n to t h e C o u n c i l to f i n d some 
means of reducing the d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e expenditure on the Lending L i b r a r y 
e s p e c i a l l y as f a c i l i t i e s f o r borrowing r e c r e a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e were 
a v a i l a b l e in many l i b r a r i e s in t h e Three Towns i n c l u d i n g the Free P u b l i c 
L i b r a r i e s . 
Meantime, what was happening to the S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y ? There 
appears to bave been comparatively l i t t l e to r e p o r t in most years. In 
1901-2 the C o u n c i l a u t h o r i s e d the expenditure of not more than £20 on 
new books f o r i t was "many years s i n c e any money was expended in t h i s 
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d i r e c t i o n " (86). B i n d i n g swallowed up much o f t h e a v a i l a b l e funds 
but was f r e q u e n t l y r e p o r t e d as s t i l l inadequate t o m a i n t a i n the stock. 
Usage of t h e L i b r a r y was l i g h t - some measure o f t h i s i s obtained i n 
1902-3 when 120 books were borrowed i n the year (87). In 1903-4 some 
v a l u a b l e books on n a t u r a i h l s t o r y were removed from the r e c e n t l y acquired 
Gatcombe-Pic)cthall C o l l e c t i o n (mainly of china) and p l a c e d i n a s p e c i a l 
bookcase prepared f o r them (88); each book was g i v e n a bookplate of 
the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n and was i n s c r i b e d s u i t a b l y . Exchange, dona-
t i o n s , s u b s c r i p t i o n s , and g e n e r a l purchases c o n t i i ^ e d as b e f o r e . An 
important purchase i n 1903-4 was the t e n t h e d i t i o n o f Encyclopaeàia 
Britannica (89). Mrs. T. Snow H a r r i s donated a l e n g t h y run o f Geo­
l o g i c a ! magazine and some books (90). The Honorary L i b r a r i a n drew 
s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o the S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y : 
"The L i b r a r y as one f o r s c i e n t i f i c r e f e r e n c e ... has not 
i t s equal i n the West o f England; i t beboves us t o 
m a i n t a i n i t s characterV (91) 
He recommended t h a t o u t - o f - d a t e volumes should be withdrawn from the 
shelves and put i n t o s t o r e elsewhere. The books and room had been 
cleaned d u r i n g t h e t h r e e week c l o s u r e f o r s t o c k check i n J u l y , which 
was a p p a r e n t l y a s p e c i a l measure as the u s u a i c l o s i n g was i n March; 
and a long l i b r a r y l a d d e r had been purchasei*-so t h a t books c o u l d be 
reached on the t o p s h e l v e s (were t h e y p r e v i o u s l y unused?.'). In 
1908-9 t h e gas l i g h t i n g i n the S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y was r e p l a c e d by 
e l e c t r i c i t y (92), and i t was i n t h a t year t h a t t b e l o c a i h i s t o r i a n 
C. W. Bracken became L i b r a r i a n . He took h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s v e r y 
s e r i o u s l y , and was a b l e t o r e p o r t i n 1910-11 t h a t a l i the books i n the 
S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y were arranged a c c o r d i n g t o s u b j e c t and t h a t subject 
c a t a l o g u e s had been s t a r t e d - Botany and Entomology were complete but 
much work had t o be done i n renumbering the Catalogne as the r e s u l t 
of the rearrangeraent of t h e books (93). The Davidson C o l l e c t i o n had 
been numbered and t h e books were i n process o f arrangement. Two years 
l a t e r he r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e s u b j e c t catalogue f o r Geology was complete, 
and he had f i n i s h e d renumbering t h e General Catalogue, which was now 
complete and a c c u r a t e (94). H i s successor f u r t h e r r e p o r t e d i n 1913-4 
t h a t a l i complete volumes of p e r i o d i c a l s had been bound up t o the end 
of 1912. The S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y t h e r e f o r e appears t o bave been i n 
a good working o r d e r i n 1914, but r e c e i v e d a low l e v e l of usage 
because of i t s q u i t e s p e c i a l i s e d nature. I t exceeded the s c i e n t i f i c 
scope o f the Marine B i o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n L i b r a r y , and i t seems l i k e l y 
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t h a t the s t a f f and v l s l t i n g n a t u r a l l s t s from the Marine Laboratory 
were g l a d t o make use o f t h i s f a c i l l t y whlch supplemented t h e i r 
own narrowly s p e c i a l I s e d l i b r a r y ; c e r t a i n l y many o f them were members 
of t h e Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n . No other l i b r a r y i n t h e Three Towns 
had a s c i e n t i f i c c o l l e c t i o n o f such value t o the s e r i o u s student, but 
i t was l i t t l e known. 
"And I do not t h i n k t h e extent o f our S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y 
i s g e n e r a l l y known. Here the student can f i n d amd peruse 
i n quiet complete s e t s of a l i the c h i e f s c i e n t i f i c 
p e r i o d i c a l s . In t h i s respect i t i s u n r i v a l l e d i n t h i s 
p a r t of England, and s u r e l y should appeal t o and be used 
by more than i s the case'.' (95) 
Such was the comment o f the P r e s i d e n t i n 1912-3; but u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
t h e L i b r a r y was destroyed i n the B l i t z o f 1941, before a new wave of 
s c i e n t i f i c i n t e r e s t , a k i n t o t h a t whlch e s t a b l i s h e d the I n s t i t u t i o n , 
had the chance t o t h o r o u g h l y e x p l o i t i t . 
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5.3 THE DEVON AND CORNWALL NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
The reason f o r the f o r m a t i o n of the Devon and C o r n w a l l 
N a t u r a i H i s t o r y S o c i e t y was p r o b a b l y the d l s s a t i s f a c t i o n o f some 
members of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n over the p r o p o r t i o n of t h e 
programma devoted t o science i n g e n e r a l and n a t u r a i h i s t o r y i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , although the d e t a i l s a r e not c l e a r . I t i s certàin t h a t 
t h e r e was a meeting on 3 May 1838 a t the Freemasons' H a l l , under the 
chairmanship o f C o l o n e l Hamilton Smith, the s c h o l a r , b i s t o r i a n , a r t i s t 
and author o f many works on n a t t i r a l h i s t o r y , who had s e t t l e d i n the 
a r e a , and was c l e a r l y one of t h e l e a d e r s of the new S o c i e t y . More 
than f i f t y gentlemen were e n r o l l e d as members and over one hundred 
i n d i c a t e d t h e i r i n t e n t i o n t o j o i n (96). At t h i s meeting t h e y approved 
the r u l e s of the S o c i e t y , whlch were probably the same as those o f 
whlch a copy s u r v i v e s i n the B r i t i s h L i b r a r y w i t h t h e c u r i o u s p u b l i -
c a t i o n date of MDCCCILI; the B r i t i s h L i b r a r y has assumed the date t o 
be 1852, but i t would seem more l i k e l y t h a t the date was a m i s p r i n t 
f o r MDCCCXLI, i . e . 1841, f o r the S o c i e t y had ceased t o e x i s t by 1852. 
As the S o c i e t y had o n l y a short h i s t o r y o f t h i r t e e n years, i t seems 
u n l i k e l y t h a t more than one set o f Laws was produced, and i t i s l i k e l y 
t h e r e f o r e t h a t the set from which the f o l l o w i n g Information was taken 
was the o r i g i n a i t e x t (97). 
The S o c i e t y was formed t o c a r r y out s e v e r a l a c t i v i t i e s , v i z . : 
"That the S o c i e t y do form a L i b r a r y and Museum and do hold 
weekly meetings f o r promoting the Science of N a t u r a i 
H i s t o r y d u r i n g the s i x Summer Months - t h a t i s from A p r i i 
t i l l September, i n c l u s i v e , and monthly, d u r i n g the Winter 
recess - t h a t i s from November t o March, inclusive'.' 
The annual s u b s c r i p t i o n s were v e r y moderate, 1 gn., and donors of £10 
or more became l i f e members; however, members had t o be e l e c t e d by 
b a l l o t , by a quorum of f i f t e e n and w i t h a m a j o r i t y of t w o - t h i r d s , which 
l e f t quiteì a generous e l e c t i o n margin. U n l i k e t h e Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n 
the S o c i e t y made p r o v i s i o n f o r l a d i e s t o be admitted without b a l l o t , at 
a s u b s c r i p t i o n of h gn., which allowed them t o a t t e n d most o f t h e 
l e c t u r e s (but excluded them from c e r t a i n l e c t u r e s deemed not s u i t a b l e 
f o r l a d i e s ) . There was a l s o p r o v i s i o n f o r a j u n i o r branch c o n s i s t i n g of 
youths aged 12 t o 18 who subscribed 5s. p.a.. L i k e the Plymouth I n s t i -
t u t i o n , t h e r e were Honorary and Corresponding Members, and Darwin and 
Hooker were e l e c t e d Honorary Members. Strangers c o u l d be admitted. 
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although no r e s i d e n t w i t h i n seven m i l e s r a d i u s c o u l d be admitted more 
than once per s e s s i o n u n l e s s he became a member. O f f i c e r s of t h e Army 
and Navy i n a c t i v e s e r v i c e were admitted on p r e s e n t i n g t h e i r c a r d t o the 
Chairman or S e c r e t a r i e s , and members of ot h e r s c i e n t i f i c o r l i t e r a r y 
s o c i e t i e s were a l s o allowed t o attend. 
The S o c i e t y was governed by a C o u n c i l c o n s i s t i n g of t h e 
P r e s i d e n t , f i v e v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s , two s e c r e t a r i e s a t r e a s u r e r and f i v e 
c u r a t o r s , p l u s fourteen members e l e c t e d from the general membership. 
The L i b r a r y was cared f o r by one of the c u r a t o r s , but the Museum 
appar e n t l y r e q u i r e d the a t t e n t i o n s o f two c u r a t o r s . The foundation 
of the L i b r a r y and Museiim had been the f i r s t s t a t e d purposes o f the 
S o c i e t y , and even at the foundation meeting on 3 May 1838 i t was 
recorded t h a t s e v e r a l donations had a l r e a d y been made t o them, although 
no d e t a i l s are g i v e n . The d u t i e s o f the Curator of the L i b r a r y are 
l a i d down i n Law 23, and i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e t h a t t h i s o f f i c e r 
appeared t o have a more r e s p o n s i b l e and a c t i v e r o l e than t h e d u t i e s 
s p e c i f i e d f o r h i s counterpart at the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n : 
"That the Curator of the L i b r a r y s h a l l have s o l e charge 
of t h e Books and P e r i o d i c a l s belonging t o the S o c i e t y , 
s h a l l purchase a l l Works ordered by the C o u n c i l , and keep 
a catalogue t h e r e o f on the L i b r a r y table'.' 
Law 28 s t i p u l a t e s t h a t t h e r e should be a suggestions r e g i s t e r i n 
which members c o u l d recommend t i t l e s f o r purchase, and t h i s would be 
l a i d b efore the C o u n c i l by the C u r a t o r , t h e C o u n c i l then d e c i d i n g by 
b a l l o t whether t o purchase or r e j e c t t h e t i t l e . Law 25 s e t s out the 
L i b r a r y Rules which were comparatively simple. A l l Members o f t h e 
S o c i e t y c o u l d borrow, but they were r e s t r i c t e d t o one volume at a time 
lanless p r e p a r i n g a l e c t u r e f o r the S o c i e t y . The loan p e r i o d was marked 
on the cover o f each volume, and the overdue charge was 2d. per day, 
the C u r a t o r being r e s p o n s i b l e f o r sending out reminders t o d e f a u l t e r s . 
A l l books t o be borrowed were t o be obtained on a p p l i c a t i o n t o the 
Curator o r the S u b - L i b r a r i a n (of whom no f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e 
but who might p o s s i b l y have been a c a r e t a k e r a c t i n g i n the absence of 
the C u r a t o r ) . The loan was e f f e c t e d by s i g n i n g a r e g i s t e r , and the 
books had t o be returned p e r s o n a l l y t o the Curator or S u b - L i b r a r i a n , 
and not l e n t t o other people, under p e n a l t y o f 1 gn. f i n e . There were 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on some c a t e g o r i e s o f m a t e r i a l ; books deposited i n the 
L i b r a r y were not t o be removed from the S o c i e t y ' s rooms; books i n t e r ­
d i c t e d by the C o u n c i l from general c i r c u l a t i o n c o u l d o n l y be taken out 
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w i t h the w r i t t e n p e r m i s s i o n o f the Pr e s i d e n t o r one of the V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t s ; p e r i o d i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s had t o remain on the t a b l e f o r 
one month be f o r e t h e y c o u l d be taken out. 
Apart from t h e s e laws and r u l e s , l i t t l e seems to-be known 
about the L i b r a r y , o r , indeed, about the S o c i e t y . The f i r s t meeting 
p l a c e of the S o c i e t y was at the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e , but by 1839 
they had t h e i r own rooms i n P r i n c e s s Square, moving t o the new s o c i a l 
f a c i l i t i e s a t the Royal Union Baths i n Union St. i n 1844 u n t i l i t 
was p u l l e d down (98). I t i s g e n e r a l l y c o n sidered t h a t i t was the 
de m o l i t i o n o f the Royal Union Baths which e v e n t u a l l y caused t h e 
S o c i e t y t o r e t u r n t o an amalgamation w i t h t h e Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n 
i n 1851, but Lewis has shown t h a t the S o c i e t y r e v e r t e d t o P r i n c e s s 
Square i n 1847 (98), so t h e r e must have been o t h e r f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d 
of which no d e t a i l s s u r v i v e . The f a c t was t h a t the S o c i e t y d i d 
merge i n 1851 and i t s name was preserved i n the new o r g a n i s a t i o n ' s 
t i t l e "Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n and the Devon and Cornwall N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
S o c i e t y " ; i t brought new l i f e i n t o the o l d e r o r g a n i s a t i o n , and added 
i t s L i b r a r y and Museum c o l l e c t i o n s t o those at the Athenaeum. 
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CHAPTER S i X . L I B R A R I E S FOR THE WORKING C L A S S E S . 
The r e a d i n g p u b l i c of the e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y had been 
p r i m a r i l y the middle c l a s s , which was soon w e l l s u p p l i e d by a network 
of s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s of d i f f e r e n t kinds and l i b r a r i e s o f s o c i e t i e s 
such as the l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l s o c i e t i e s , which bave been 
de s c r i b e d i n the p r e v i o u s two chapters. The n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y saw 
the change from a r e a d i n g p u b l i c which was p r i m a r i l y middle c l a s s i n 1800 
t o a reading p u b l i c which was overwhelmingly working c l a s s by the end of 
the century. T h i s phenomenon has been s t u d i e d i n depth by many w r i t e r s 
such as A l t i c k (1), Thompson (2) and Webb ( 3 ) , and o n l y a b r i e f i n t r o -
d u c t i o n need be g i v e n bere, i n so f a r as i t a f f e c t e d the types of l i b r a r y 
t o be found i n the Three Towns. 
At the beginning of the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t i i r y many f a c t o r s were 
s t i l i m i l i t a t i n g a g a i n s t the spread of the r e a d i n g h a b i t i n t o the working 
c l a s s e s . There was the obvious problem of l a c k o f education, and the 
f e a r of the governing c l a s s e s t h a t education was dangerous and would l e a d 
t o r e v o l u t i o n s such those which had been r e c e n t l y experienced i n Franca 
and America. The c a u t i o u s surmise t h a t i t might be s a f e r t o provide 
a l i t t l e education f o r the working c l a s s , so t h a t i t could read the 
Bible and other r e l i g i o u s and m o r a l l y e d u c a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e , and would 
know s u f f i c i e n t t o understand i t s p l a c e i n s o c i e t y , l e d to the spread of 
endowed s c h o o l s , and from the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y the B r i t i s h and 
N a t i o n a l m o n i t o r i a l schools run by v o l u n t a r y b o d i e s . The working c l a s s 
i t s e l f began t o s e i z e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r e d u c a t i o n , s t i m u l a t e d by such 
ideas as spread through the encouragement by the Methodist movement to 
read, the ideas i n Paine's Rights of Man, and the i n c r e a s i n g complexity 
of work s i n c e the i n t r o d u c t i o n of new t e c h n o l o g i e s made p o s s i b l e by 
the a p p l i c a t i o n o f steam power. At the b e g i n n i n g o f the century the 
major problem of l a c k of education was s t r o n g l y compounded by the problems 
of poor working c o n d i t i o n s and home condìtions. Labour was cheap, wages 
were low, and even c h i l d r e n had t o be sent c u t t o work i n order to earn 
enough t o keep the f a m i l y a l i v e . The long work hours, from dawn to 
dusk, l e f t l i t t l e time - or enetgy - f o r l e a r n i n g t o readr or f o r reading 
as a l e i s u r e a c t i v i t y , even i f l i t e r a t u r e c o u l d be obtained t o be read. 
Even i f the o b s t a c l e of access t o l i t e r a t u r e was overcome, there s t i l i 
remained the f u r t h e r discouragement of overcrowded and badly l i t rooms 
which made c o n c e n t r a t i o n d i f f i c u l t . 
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Slowly but s u r e l y improvements were made tbroughout tbe 
Century. L e g i s l a t i o n g r a d u a l l y improved working c o n d i t i o n s and 
l i m i t e d tbe hours. Tbe p r e s s u r e brought about on tbe towns by tbe 
r a p i d u r b a n i s a t i o n , througb a combination of consequences of tbe A g r i -
c u l t u r a l and I n d u s t r i a i R e v o l u t i o n , d i s r u p t e d tbe t r a d i t i o n a l forms o f 
l o c a i government and gave r i s e t o new l e g i s l a t i o n such as tbe 1835 Muni-
cipal Reform Act, f o l l o w e d by gen e r a l and l o c a i A c t s which gave powers 
t o new Councils to p r o v i d e v a r i o u s community Services, such as compulsory 
p o l i c e f o r c e s 1856, and p u b l i c h e a l t h measures; p e r m i s s i v e powers were 
a v a i l a b l e f o r p u b l i c amenities such as museimis 1845, l i b r a r i e s 1850, and 
other s o c i a l and e d u c a t i o n a l improvements. 
The r i g h t , indeed tbe n e c e s s i t y , of elementary education f o r 
a l l , began t o be r e a l i s e d and. implemented. At f i r s t , however, the 
working c l a s s formed the users r a t h e r than the o r g a n i s e r s of s u i t a b l e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , f o r the money t o e s t a b l i s h schools and o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
such as mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s was l a r g e l y p r ovided by the middle c l a s s . 
The working c l a s s l a c k e d the experience of Organisation and management, 
and the necessary i n f l u e n c e , t o provide e n t i r e l y f o r i t s e l f . The e a r l y 
attempts t o do so, i n the coo p e r a t i v e movement of the 1820s and 1830s 
l a r g e l y f a i l e d . The o r g a n i s a t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d by the middle c l a s s f o r 
the working c l a s s o f t e n f a i l e d a l s o , i n a d i f f e r e n t way. Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e s are an example. Although genuinely intended f o r the working 
c l a s s , and w i t h working c l a s s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on t h e i r committees, never-
t h e l e s s they had l a r g e l y become populär middle c l a s s s o c i e t i e s by the 
mid nineteenth-century, w i t h c l a s s e s i n s u b j e c t s such as French, music 
and drawing, r a t h e r than the e s s e n t i a l c l a s s e s i n b a s i c E n g l i s h s u b j e c t s 
and mathematics and g e n e r a l s c i e n c e , more s u i t e d t o the needs o f the 
working c l a s s e s . The l i b r a r i e s , too, c o n s i s t e d l a r g e l y of works which 
the donors d i d not want and which proved a disappointment to the working 
man l o o k i n g f o r education w i t h p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n s . The d i s i l l u s i o n e d 
working c l a s s e s began t o t u r n again to the p r o v i s i o n of f a c i l i t i e s f o r 
l e a r n i n g and reading through t h e i r own. Organisation and through t h e i r own 
f i n a n c i a l resources. Mutual improvement s o c i e t i e s and working men's 
a s s o c i a t i o n s became widespread e s p e c i a l l y i n the 1850s and 1860s. 
Some of these were working c l a s s v e r s i o n s of the o l d bookclubs, under 
new names. The s m a l l f i n a n c i a l income o f t e n l e d t o e i t h e r the demise 
of the o r g a n i s a t i o n s , or the need to seek f i n a n c i a l patronage i n order to 
s u r v i v e . One s u c c e s s f u l movement, however, which was who l l y working 
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c l a s s , was the cooperative movement which s u c c e s s f u l l y r e - e s t a b l i s h e d 
i t s e l f as a p r o f i t - m a k i n g t r a d i n g movement; p a r t of the p r o f i t s could 
be used t o e s t a b l i s h e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s f o r i t s members a t no 
d i r e c t p e r s o n a l cóst, and t h i s ensured success and s u r v i v a l , f o r the 
managers were the working c l a s s and could apply these resources to f i l i 
the needs of i t s own members. 
The nineteenth-century a l s o saw the r i s e of the populär p r e s s . 
A t f i r s t the m a t e r i a l s f o r the working c l a s s to read were l a r g e l y c o n f i n e d 
t o the productions d i s t r i b u t e d g r a t u i t o u s l y by o r g a n i s a t i o n s such as 
the Gospel T r a c t S o c i e t y , the R e l i g i o u s T r a c t S o c i e t y , and many o t h e r s , 
which was p r i m a r i l y r e l i g i o u s and moral l i t e r a t u r e . L a t e r , cheap 
l i t e r a t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y n o n f i c t i o n , began t o be p u b l i s h e d by the 
S o c i e t y f o r the D i f f u s i o n of U s e f u l Knowledge, p u b l i s h e r s of the Library 
of entertaining knowledge, Penny magazine, Penny cyclopaedia, etc. 
P u b l i s h e r s such as W. & R. Chambers and Bohn brought out cheap e d i t i o n s 
of standard works. Changes i n the technology of the paper and p r i n t i n g 
I n d u s t r i e s made i t p o s s i b l e t o produce l a r g a cheap e d i t i o n s , and these 
became r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e throughout the country. Railway b o o k s t a l l s , 
f o r example, c a r r i e d cheap f i c t i o n and n o n - f i c t i o n as w e l l as t h e i r 
c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s from the mid Century. 
The general improvement of c o n d i t i o n s g r a d u a l l y made i t e a s i e r 
f o r the working c l a s s t o o b t a i n some elementary education, and the time 
and means to read could i n c r e a s i n g l y be found by those who were ambitious. 
Although rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s f o r use by everybody were 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y p o s s i b l e from 1850 f o r the l a r g e r towns and from 1866 f o r 
a l i l o c a i a u t h o r i t i e s , v e r y few were foianded i n the f i r s t couple of 
decades. The movement spread p a r t i c u l a r l y q u i c k l y a f t e r the i n t r o d u c t i o n 
of f r e e elementary education which began i n 1870, u n t i l , by 1900, the 
working c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n had became a reading people. 
The l i b r a r i e s which w i l l be considered i n t h i s chapter are 
three important types which preceded the rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r y : 
mechanics' I n s t i t u t e l i b r a r i e s , working men's a s s o c i a t i o n s and l i b r a r i e s , 
and cooperative t r a d i n g s o c i e t y l i b r a r i e s . 
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6.1 MECHANICS' INSTITUTES; THEIR ORIGIN AND EARLY ORGANISATION 
IN THE THREE TOWNS.. 
A number of f a c t o r s c o h t r i b u t e d t o tbe o r i g l n and development 
of mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s : the increased need f o r s k i l l e d workers with 
elementary s c i e n t i f i c knowledge? the growing populär i n t e r e s t i n s c i e n c e ; 
the development of a movement f o r populär education; and the s w e l l i n g 
working c l a s s movement f o r p o l i t i c a i and s o c i a l reform (4). E a r l y 
attempts t o provide f o r tJiese i n c r e a s i n g needs were made i n scatterèd 
eighteenth-century s o c i e t i e s such as the S p i t a l f i e l d s Mathematical 
S o c i e t y i n 1717 (5). These helped to promote a c l i m a t e f o r what emerged 
as mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s . The o r i g i n of t h i s movement i s normally a t t : r i b -
uted t o George Bir k b e c k ' s c l a s s e s i n Glasgow, which he s t a r t e d i n 1799 
f o r the workmen who made b i s s c i e n t i f i c appóiratus and who had expressed 
an i n t e r e s t i n knowing more about the s u b j e c t . The c l a s s e s continued 
a f t e r Birkbeck moved t o London f i v e years l a t e r , and a s m a l l c l a s s l i b r a r y 
was e s t a b l i s h e d . Di^spute over i t s c o n t r o l l e d i n 1823 t o the separate 
establishment of the Mechanics' C l a s s of the Glasgow I n s t i t u t i o n , which 
was soon abbreviated t o Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n , a name which became 
attached t o the movement. Birkbeck and others i n London supported the 
Suggestion t h a t a s i m i l a r c l a s s should be founded t h e r e , and i n 1823 
the London Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n was founded, w i t h the o b j e c t 
of p r o v i d i n g " I n s t r u c t i o n o f tuie members i n the p r i n c i p l e s of the a r t s 
they p r a c t i s e , and i n the v a r i o u s branches of sc i e n c e and u s e f u l know-
ledge" (6) . The method was based on a s m a l l sxabscription from the 
f 
mechanics and otJiers who were members, p l u s such donations of money, 
books, e t c . , as should be o f f e r e d , and the p r o v i s i o n of l e c t u r e s , 
c l a s s e s , a workshop and lab o r a t o i r y , and a l i b r a r y ( 7). A reading room 
was opened i n 1824 and a l e n d i n g l i b r a r y i n 1825, w i t h over 1,400 volumes 
of which more than 60% had been s p e c i a l l y purchased t o meet tuie needs 
of the u s e r s , i . e . c u r r e n t l y e f f e c t i v e s t o c k . 
The movement spread r a p i d l y i n tuie next few y e a r s , e s p e c i a l l y 
i n the i n d u s t r i a i areas. In 1826 there were 104 i n s t i t u t i o n s . Many 
then foundered because of the economie d e p r e s s i o n , the witJidrawal of 
Support by the w e a l t h i e r c l a s s e s , u n s u i t a b l e courses, the e x c l u s i o n 
of p o l i t i c a i , economie and r e l i g i o u s i s s u e s , e t c . ( 8 ) . There was scane 
recovery i n the 1830s, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Midlands and i n c r e a s i n g l y i n 
the r u r a l areas, and the number rose to about 260 a s s o c i a t i o n s of t h i s 
type i n 1841. Most were s m a l l , under 200 members; about 20% had from 
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:200 - 500 members, and a few exceeded 500. The mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s 
i n Plymouth and Devonport seem g e n e r a l l y t o bave f a l l e n i n the top 25% 
i n membership s i z e , sometimes approaching the h i g h e s t numbers a t times 
of p a r t i c u l a r success. By the 1840s g e n e r a l l y t h e r e was a g r e a t e r 
emphasis on the s o c i a l s i d e o f the work than on the o r i g i n a i e d u c a t i o n a l 
emphasis. Classes were being o f f e r e d by the l a r g e r i n s t i t u t i o n s on a 
Wide range of s u b j e c t s , i n c l u d i n g many which were c l e a r l y o f m i d d l e - c l a s s 
a p p e a l , such as L a t i n , Greek, e l o c u t i o n and music. The working mechanics 
formed a m i n o r i t y i n s t e a d of the o r i g i n a l l y intended m a j o r i t y of the 
memberships. The evidence of Samuel Smiles to the 1849 S e l e c t Committee 
on P u b l i c L i b r a r i e s emphasised t h i s p o i n t : 
"The mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s i n the l a r g a towns, g e n e r a l l y 
speaking, are not I n s t i t u t e s o f mechanics; they are f o r the 
most p a r t I n s t i t u t e s o f the middle and r e s p e c t a b l e c l a s s e s , 
and a s m a l l p r o p o r t i o n , i n some cases not so much as a h a l f , 
o f working men; a c l a s s s u p e r i o r to working men, and a s m a l l 
p r o p o r t i o n of working men r e c e i v i n g comparatively h i g h wages, 
Support shoe i n s t i t u t i o n s ; g e n e r a l l y speaking, they are not 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s , and i t i s a misnomer t o d e s i g n a t e 
them as such'.' (9) 
Hudson, i n b i s survey p u b l i s h e d i n 1851 (IO), estimated t h a t 
t h e r e were about 700 I n s t i t u t e s of the mechanics' I n s t i t u t e t ype, of 
which 87% were i n England. T h e i r l i b r a r i e s t o t a l l e d about 815,000 volimies, 
which averaged l e s s than 1,200 per I n s t i t u t e but i n p r a c t i c a ranged from 
the l a r g e s t l i b r a r y of 15,300 volumes a t L i v e r p o o l t o Stocks of l e s s 
than 1,000 volumes which were c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of more than h a l f of the 
l i b r a r i e s . The l i b r a r i e s of Plymouth and Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s 
a t t h a t time were,in the r e g i o n o f 3,0O0 volimies each, p u t t i n g them 
amongst the l a r g e s t l i b r a r i e s but f a l l i n g f a r s h o r t of L i v e r p o o l . 
Many of the mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s were unable t o compete a t the 
end of the Century w i t h the growing p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s and t e c h n i c a l edu­
c a t i o n . Some l i b r a r i e s were taken over by p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , such as 
a t Devonport i n 1881; others were absorbed i n t o t e c h n i c a l c o l l a g e s , 
o r , l i k e Plymouth, amalgamated w i t h another s o c i e t y ; many simply 
d i s a p p e a r e d , as d i d Stonehouse i n about 1853; and a few continued. In 
g e n e r a l , the l o c a i mechanics* I n s t i t u t e s showed the same f e a t u r e s as the 
o t h e r s i n the movement, with l i t t l e of s p e c i a l note beyond the f a c t t h a t 
these were q u i t e l a r g a o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n comparison w i t h the m a j o r i t y . 
One of the most i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s about them i s t h e i r o r i g i n , and 
the attempt t o create one u n i f i e d mechanics' I n s t i t u t e f o r the whole of 
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the Three Towns. I f i t had succeeded, i t would have been the l a r g e s t 
mechanics' i n s t i t u t i o n i n the country, but, as w i l l now be shown, t h i s 
was not t o be. 
The e a r l i e s t l o c a l r e f e r e n c e t o mechanics' i n s t i t u t e s was a 
l e t t e r dated 14 February 1825 i n a l o c a l newspaper; the w r i t e r was 
"Amicus", l a t e r r e vealed t o be George Harvey, a former mechanic who was 
w e l l aware of "the value of s c i e n t i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n t o workmen i n g e n e r a l , 
...'.' (11) I n h i s l e t t e r . Amicus began by saying t h a t the progress of 
knowledge among the lower orders of s o c i e t y was one of the most p l e a s i n g 
p i c t u r e s the benevolent mind co u l d contemplate, and t h a t the moral and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l improvement of the human sp e c i e s must not be negl e c t e d i f 
any o p p o r t u n i t y eirose f o r i t s advancement. The mechanics' i n s t i t u t e s , 
founded i n London, Manchester, Leeds and many other p l a c e s , p r o v i d e d such 
an o p p o r t u n i t y , and he c a l l e d the a t t e n t i o n of the newspaper's " e n l i g h t ­
ened r e a d e r s " t o the p r o p r i e t y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g one of those u s e f u l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , "confined e x c l u s i v e l y t o o b j e c t s of a s c i e n t i f i c nature" 
i n the Three Towns. 
"In these towns there i s a l a r g e , i n t e l l i g e n t and a c t i v e 
p o p u l a t i o n ; and among the working c l a s s e s , from whom the 
m a j o r i t y of the members o f those s o c i e t i e s ought n e c e s s a r i l y 
t o be drawn, there are many who only r e q u i r e a r a l l y i n g p o i n t 
t o c r e a t e a Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e which s h a l l r i v a l i n e x c e l ­
l e n c e and u t i l i t y , most i n s t i t u t i o n s of the ki n d i n the 
country'.' (12) 
The f o l l o w i n g week the newspaper c a r r i e d a r e p l y from "Homo", who 
s t r o n g l y supported the idea of a mechanics' i n s t i t u t e but doubted 
whether working men cou l d organise themselves adequately; i t would be 
necessary t o look to the higher and middle c l a s s e s f o r the i n i t i a t i o n 
o f the movement. He r e f e r r e d a t l e n g t h t o Lord Brougham's pamphlet 
on the ed u c a t i o n of the people t o support h i s view (13). The same 
e d i t i o n of the newspaper c a r r i e d a second l e t t e r from "Amicus", who 
d e s c r i b e d the Glasgow Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e from P r o f e s s o r Ure's 
r e p o r t o f 1821. The next e d i t i o n of the paper brought another person 
i n t o the d i s c u s s i o n , i n the shape of R. Burnet of Devonport. He was 
very p l e a s e d t o read "Amicus"'s l e t t e r , f o r a knowledge of mechanics 
was e s s e n t i a l t o s o c i e t y (14). He b e l i e v e d Devon was backward i n 
a p p l y i n g the s c i e n c e , cuid t h i s gave advantages t o strangers who could 
apply i t . He b e l i e v e d i t was the duty of c a p i t a l i s t s to f o s t e r n a t i v e 
t a l e n t , and a mechanics' i n s t i t u t e would provide a f i n e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
them t o do so by s u b s c r i b i n g and g i v i n g modern books and equipment. 
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Moreover, he was w i l l i n g t o become p e r s o n a l l y i n v o l v e d , and proposed 
t h a t a meeting of those people i n t e r e s t e d should be h e l d on 7 March 
a t the " P h i l o s o p h i c a l Room, Devonport, the P r o p r i e t o r s having k i n d l y 
o f f e r e d i t f o r the occasion'.' (This was a p p a r e n t l y the b u i l d i n g of the 
Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y , which disbanded s h o r t l y 
a f t e r w a r d s ) . T h i s p o s i t i v e proposal by Mr. Burnet was f o l l o w e d by 
a t h i r d l e t t e r from "Amicus", i n which he d e s c r i b e s the p a t t e r n he would 
l i k e t o see e s t a b l i s h e d i n the Three Towns, v i z . the Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
model. I t i n s t r u c t e d mechanics by means of books, l e c t u r e s and s c i e n t i ­
f i c meetings; the s u b s c r i p t i o n was 12s. p.a.; and the Committee of 
Management c o n s i s t e d of both workmen and masters. Indeed, he b e l i e v e d 
t h a t no i n s t i t u t i o n o f t h i s k i n d c o u l d go on f o r long u n l e s s o p e r a t i v e s 
had the p r i n c i p a l management, and he quoted the case of Manchester where 
the low membership was, he claimed, due t o t h e i r l a c k of involvement. 
O p e r a t i v e s , he wrote, would value an i n s t i t u t i o n more i f i t was created 
by them. 
The p i i b l i c meeting was h e l d and was a p p a r e n t l y a great success, 
f o r "hundreds assembled" (15) , i n c l u d i n g seven hundred o p e r a t i v e s . The 
Chairman was Mr. R. Rundle, and the meeting was opened by Mr. Burnet. He 
repeated the i n f o r m a t i o n and views a l r e a d y expressed i n h i s l e t t e r s , and 
s t r e s s e d t h a t the proposed i n s t i t u t i o n would not i n t e r f e r e w i t h e i t h e r 
p o l i t i c s or r e l i g i o n . The next speaker was George Harvey, who now 
ac3cnowledged h i m s e l f to be "Amicus", and repeated h i s p r e v i o u s obser­
v a t i o n s . S e v e r a l other gentlemen spoke i n f a v o u r , and d i s c u s s i o n went 
on u n t i l the l a t e hours, when the meeting was adjourned. I t met again 
at the Devonport Town H a l l on 10 March, when the attendance was again 
"very numerous and respectable'.' T h i s time i t was c h a i r e d by R. Burnet, 
who gave h i s estimate of the annual c o s t of running an i n s t i t u t i o n . 
£. s. d. 
H i r e of rooms 2 n i g h t s per week 15. 0. 0. 
L e c t u r e r once per f o r t n i g h t @ £2 per n i g h t 52. 0. 0. 
L o c a l l e c t u r e s by o p e r a t i v e s a l t e r n a t e weeks 5. 0. 0. 
F i r e and candles 5. 0. 0, 
c o l l e c t i o n of s u b s c r i p t i o n 5. 0. 0. 
P r i n t i n g and a d v e r t i s i n g 15. 0. 0. 
Wear and t e a r on apparatus 20. 0. o. 
I n c i d e n t a l expenses 3. o. 0. 
T o t a l 120. O. O. 
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As f o r income, he estimated t h a t the Three Towns' p o p u l a t i o n o f 
60 - 70,OCX) would probably r e s u l t i n 300 members who could be expected 
t o c o n t r i b u t e as 3d. per week, g l v i n g an income o f about £195; the 
balance of £75 a f t e r the maintenance charges had been met c o u l d be 
spent on b u i l d i n g up a l i b r a r y . In a d d i t i o n , he estimated, t h e r e might 
be a t l e a s t 100 apprentices, each c o n t r i b u t i n g 2d. per week, g i v i n g an 
e x t r a £43 per annum f o r the l i b r a r y and appauratus. George Harvey then 
proposed the f i r s t r e s o l u t i o n : 
"That i t i s expedient t o i n c r e a s e the means of a c q u i r i n g 
S c i e n t i f i c I nformation amongst the Operatives of these Towns'.' 
Once again he d e s c r i b e d mechanics i n s t i t u t e s elsewhere, and p o i n t e d out 
t h a t the advantage of a Three Towns i n s t i t u t i o n would accrue n o t only 
t o the i n d i v i d u a l s who took p a r t , but a l s o t o the Navy, f o r "the f a r 
g r e a t e r p a r t o f the mechanics of these towns were shipwrights'.' He a l s o 
claimed t h a t t h i s would be the only mechanics' i n s t i t u t e west o f London. 
The r e s o l u t i o n was adopted unanimously, as were the subsequent 
r e s o l u t i o n s : 
"That, i n order t o produce t h i s most d e s i r a b l e end, a 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e be formed: and t h a t the N o b i l i t y , 
Gentry, Tradesmen, Operatives, and o t h e r s , be e a r n e s t l y 
i n v i t e d t o a i d i t by t h e i r Donations and S u b s c r i p t i o n s : 
and t h a t Books be opened at the d i f f e r e n t Banks, and Book-
s e l l e r s ' Shops, f o r t h a t purpose'.' 
"That t h i s I n s t i t u t i o n be denominated the Plymouth, 
Devonport, and Stonehouse Mechanics' Institute'.' 
"That a Committee of Gentlemen be requested to prepare 
and d i g e s t a P i a n f o r the formation and conduct of the 
I n s t i t i : f t e , by o b t a i n i n g the Laws and Regulations of the 
most approved I n s t i t u t i o n s of the k i n d , and to Report 
the same to a f u t u r e general Meeting; ...'.' (17) 
At t h i s p o i n t i n the meeting, members were appointed t o the Committee 
i n a r o t a t i o n c a l c u l a t e d t o be f a i r to each of the Three Towns, v i z . two 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from Plymouth, two from Devonport, and one from Stone­
house, and r e p e a t i n g t h i s formula u n t i l 35 members had been e l e c t e d . I t 
i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e t h a t the f i r s t two Plymouth r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
were Mr. H. Woollcombe and Rev. R. Lampen, and not Mr. George Harvey who 
had i n i t i a t e d the p u b l i c debate; probably i t would not bave been p o l i t i c 
t o choose him, a man of acknowledged working c l a s s o r i g i n , b e f o r e the 
l e a d e r s of the middle c l a s s from which f i n a n c i a l support was expected. 
I t w i l l be remembered, t o o , t h a t George Harvey was the man whose member­
s h i p caused the s p l i t o f the Plymouth I n ^ t u t i o n some years p r e v i o u s l y ; 
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c l a s s , not a b i l i t y , seems t o bave been important on t h i s o c c a s i o n too. 
However, Harvey was Plymouth's t h i r d choice f o r the Committee. The 
f i r s t choice f o r Devonport was R. Burnet. A Treasurer and S e c r e t a r y 
were appointed, and s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t s were then opend. Nearly £100 
was r e c e i v e d , w i t h Mr. Burnet heading the l i s t w i t h £10 and Mr. Harvey 
second w i t h £5. Other donations v a r i e d from 5s. t o 3gns., p l u s one 
of £20. G i f t s were a l s o made i n k i n d , w i t h the e d i t o r s of the l o c a l 
newspapers promising t o p u b l i s h the r e s o l u t i o n s , and an o f f e r from 
R. W i l l i a m s to p r i n t 300 advertisement l e a f l e t s . The L i b r a r y was 
i n i t i a t e d a t the same time by promised donations of books, beginning 
w i t h Smith's Wealth of nations from George Harvey, together w i t h n e a r l y 
twenty other works from v a r i o u s gentlemen, c o v e r i n g the s u b j e c t f i e l d s 
of mechanics, mathematics, g e n e r a l s c i e n c e , astronomy, chemistry, miner­
alogy, c l a s s i c s and h i s t o r y . S c i e n t i f i c apparatus was a l s o promised -
a barometer, a compound microscope, a model o f Davy's s a f e t y lamp, 
and four g a l v a n i c b a t t e r i e s . 
Thus f a r , so good; but not long a f t e r t h i s meeting had taken 
place some o p p o s i t i o n arose t o the i d e a of one establishment f o r the 
Three Towns. On 28 A p r i l the l o c a l press contained an advertisement 
headed "Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e " , which i n v i t e d the p u b l i c i n 
ge n e r a l , but o p e r a t i v e s i n p a r t i c u l a r , to attend a meeting a t the G u i l d ­
h a l l on 2 May, "... t o take i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the n e c e s s i t y and 
p r o p r i e t y of e s t a b l i s h i n g a mechanics' i n s t i t u t e i n Plymouth" (18). A 
l e t t e r appeared i n the same newspaper, shedding some l i g h t on t h i s move; 
i t was from J . B l e w e t t , a s h i p b r o k e r , accountant and a u c t i o n e e r , who 
was a l s o the i n f l u e n t i a l S e c r e t a r y and Accountant of the Exchange. He 
explained t h a t the meeting had been requested "by s e v e r a l r e s p e c t a b l e 
persons" who supported the i d e a of a mechanics' i n s t i t u t e , but f e l t t h a t i t 
would be of more use t o Plymouth o p e r a t i v e s i f e s t a b l i s h e d a t Plymouth. 
These people had r e f r a i n e d from at t e n d i n g the Devonport meetings, but 
had h e l d two meetings i n Plymouth, as the r e s u l t of which they wanted 
a mechanics' i n s t i t u t e on the "same p r i n c i p l e as t h a t now framing a t 
Devonport'.' He i n v i t e d Plymouth's c h i e f m a g i s t r a t e s , merchants, bankers, 
and p r i n c i p a l i n h a b i t a n t s t o g i v e a i d and patronage t o the venture. 
This appearance o f r i v a l r y could have had a d i s a s t r o u s e f f e c t 
on both movements a t Devonport and Plymouth, but f o r t u n a t e l y there were 
some very s e n s i b l e people i n v o l v e d i n the a c t i o n . The meeting was h e l d 
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at Plymouth G u i l d h a l l under the chalrmanshlp of the Mayor, and some 
debate took p l a c e on the r e l a t i v e m e r i t s of one u n i t e d i n s t i t u t i o n 
and separate i n s t i t u t i o n s (19). Mr. Prideaux p r e f e r r e d one u n i t e d 
i n s t i t u t i o n , arguing t h a t one advantage would be the p r e v e n t i o n of 
d u p l i c a t e l i b r a r i e s , n e i t h e r of which would be able t o a f f o r d a l i the 
books they wanted, which c o u l d be purchased by the l a r g e r l i b r a r y . 
Even i f the l i b r a r i e s o f separate i n s t i t u t i o n s agreed t o l e n d books, 
there would be problems because of d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e i r r e g u l a t i o n s , 
e t c . Mr. Lampen thought t h e r e could be a compromise o r g a n i s a t i o n by 
having subcommittees f o r each town under one u n i f i e d management. Dr. 
Cookworthy commented t h a t i t appeared t o be the g e n e r a l view t h a t the 
g r e a t e s t b e n e f i t from a u n i f i e d o r g a n i s a t i o n would be a more ext e n s i v e 
l i b r a r y and c o l l e c t i o n o f apparatus, and t h a t the problem of d i s t a n c e 
c o u l d be overeóme by p r o v i d i n g reading rooms i n each town, w i t h 
l e c t u r e s a l t e r n a t i n g between Plymouth and Devonport. He, however, was 
i n favour, on balance, of separate i n s t i t u t i o n s ; f o r there must be 
d u p l i c a t e books i f two r e a d i n g rooms were e s t a b l i s h e d , and s i m i l a r l y 
t h e re must be d u p l i c a t i o n o f apparatus which could not be c o n t i n u a l l y 
t r a n s p o r t a d between the towns; besides which, as a medicai man, he 
f e l t t h a t i t was u n d e s i r a b l e f o r men to bave to walk two m i l e s t o 
l e c t u r e s a f t e r working a l i day.. Dr. Cookworthy's commonsense argimient 
apparently s t r u c k home. But there s t i l i remained the important i s s u e 
of the r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the o r g a n i s a t i o n which had j u s t been s e t up a t 
Devonport w i t h the t i t l e "Plymouth, Devonport and Stonehouse Mechanics' 
Institute'.' A nvmiber of gentlemen from the l a t t a r ' s Committee were 
present a t the meeting, and a deputation r e t i r e d from the meeting t o 
confer on the i s s u e . The outcome was a f r i e n d l y agreement t o go ahead 
as separate i n s t i t u t i o n s , w i t h good wishes and promises of mutuai 
Cooperation. The g e n e r a l meeting was resiamed, and the Plymouth 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e was e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h a Committee of 24 members t o 
frame r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s ; George Harvey was one of them. A 
Treasurer and S a c r e t a r y were e l e c t e d , and s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t s were opened. 
Over £133 was promised a t the meeting, i n c l u d i n g a m a g n i f i c e n t £100 from 
Charles Greaves. Seven people promised a t o t a l o f s i x t e e n works, mostly 
s c i e n t i f i c , t o begin the l i b r a r y (20). 
Thus, both Devonport and Plymouth acquired mechanics' i n s t i -
tutes w i t h i n three months i n e a r l y 1825, the f i r s t i n the Southwest, and 
both l i b r a r i e s date from the foundation meetings. 
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6.2 DEVONPORT AND STONEHOUSE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE 
The d e c i s i o n t o e s t a b l i s h sepcirate mechanics' i n s t i t u t e s 
f o r Plymouth and Devonport d i d not cause any d e l a y s i n the arrangments 
which had been made at the Devbnport meetings, although t h e r e had t o 
be some m o d i f i c a t i o n s t o t h e p l a n s . The word "Plymouth" was dropped 
from the t i t l e , and on 6 May, o n l y four days a f t e r the Plymouth meeting, 
t h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e f o r m e r l y u n i f i e d o r g a n i s a t i o n issued a n o t i c e 
i n f o r m i n g a l l would-be members o f the Devonport and Stonehouse Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e / s h o u l d l e t him have t h e i r names before 10 May, when the 
adjourned meeting would be h e l d t o appoint o f f i c e r s and a committee (21). 
The n o t i c e a l s o i n v i t e d d o n a t i o n s o f books and apparatus t o be sent t o 
t h e S e c r e t a r y , and o f f e r s o f books and apparatus f o r s a l e should a l s o be 
sent t o him, s t a t i n g t h e lowest p r i c e . The meeting on 10 May was hel d 
a t t h e Town H a l l under t he chairmanship o f Mr. Rodd, ah a t t o r n e y and 
prominent c i v i c o f f i c i a l , who was e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t . Four V i c e - P r e s i ­
dents were e l e c t e d , i n c l u d i n g R. Burnet, who was t h e r e a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o 
as the founder o f the I n s t i t u t i o n , and an u n s p e c i f i e d number o f members 
o f the Committee, o f whom t h r e e q u a r t e r s were o p e r a t i v e mechanics (22). 
Copies o f the Laws were d i s t r i b u t e d , which suggests t h a t o t h e r meetings 
had perhaps been held by t h e u n i t e d Committee o r i g i n a l l y charged w i t h 
t h e duty o f preparing t h e r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s . I t was decided t o 
lea v e the appointment o f t h e Tre a s u r e r and the S e c r e t a r i e s t o the new 
Committee. I t was re p o r t e d t h a t 130 members had a l r e a d y j o i n e d , and 
i t was decided t h a t the l i s t s would remain open u n t i l 25 May, a f t e r 
which any new members would have t o be proposed by two members and be 
e l e c t e d i n t o membership. F u r t h e r donations were r e p o r t e d , i n c l u d i n g 
£1 from t he mechanics o f t h e J o i n e r s Shop i n t h e Dockyard. Arrangments 
f o r the L i b r a r y were l e f t t o t h e Committee; Mr. Burnet o f f e r e d t h e loan 
o f 150 volumes, and a l o c a l Member of Parliament expressed h i s i n t e n t i o n 
o f donating 4 5 volumes o f t h e Transactions of the Society for the 
encouragement of arts, manufactures and commerce (3). 
Matters progressed q u i c k l y . The I n s t i t u t i o n seems t o have 
taken over the former rooms o f the Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l 
S o c i e t y i n Fore S t . , f o r t h a t i s where they h e l d t h e i r Committee meetings 
and where they assembled on 1 June, when n e a r l y 300 members p a i d t h e i r 
q u a r t e r l y s u b s c r i p t i o n and r e c e i v e d t h e i r admission card ( F i g . 2 6 )^24). 
On 8 June the L i b r a r y was opened f o r the f i r s t time, w i t h a stock o f 
F i g . 26 Devonport & Stonehouse Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e c a r d . 
F i g . 27 Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e . E x t e r i o r . 
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500 volumes which i n c l u d e d lOO loaned by J . Coles of the Manor O f f i c e 
(2 5), and p o s s i b l y some o f the volumes which R. Burnet promised t o l o a n . 
The e n t h u s i a s t i c response of t h r e e hundred members was almost as l a r g e 
a number as had o r i g i n a l l y been envisaged from the Three Towns t o g e t h e r , 
and the income augured w e l l f o r the L i b r a r y bookfund. On 1 J u l y the 
S e c r e t a r y a d v e r t i s e d f o r b o o k s e l l e r s t o send him t h e i r tenders, based on 
the e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t L i b r a r y expenditure would be E60 - ElOO p.a., 
i n c l u d i n g E16 p.a. f o r p e r i o d i c a l s . Books had t o be forwarded or d e l i ­
vered t o the S e c r e t a r y i n p e r f e c t c o n d i t i o n and c a r r i a g e f r e e ; p e r i o d i ­
c a l s had t o have c a r t r i d g e paper backs o r covers; and accounts must be 
rendered q u a r t e r l y (26). I t seems c e r t a i n t h a t the L i b r a r y was among 
the s u f f e r e r s when the I n s t i t u t i o n l o s t ElOO i n a bank f a i l u r e i n 182 5 
(27), but perhaps t h i s l o s s was minimised by the continued i n c r e a s e o f 
membership, which reached over 500 i n 1826 (28). R i c h a r d Burnet 
de s c r i b e d t h e yoxing i n s t i t u t i o n and i t s L i b r a r y i n h i s pamphlet which 
was p u b l i s h e d i n 1826: 
"A l i b r a r y i s open 3 n i g h t s a week, books on a l l s u b j e c t s , 
and a l l the best p e r i o d i c a l s , may be seen and taken home, 
and the v a r i o u s l e c t u r e s i n c l u d e d , f o r 3d. per week, or 
2d. f o r the j u n i o r branches under 20. 
T h i s i n f a n t establishment a l r e a d y takes i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 
p e r i o d i c a l s r e g u l a r l y ; and as the funds o f the I n s t i t u t i o n 
i n c r e a s e so w i l l the a c c e s s i o n s t o t h a t number be augmented: 
fi^estminster review, Edinburgh review. Quarterly review, 
Blackwood's magazine. Repertory of patents. E c l e c t i c 
review. L i t e r a r y magnet, London Mechanics' magazine. 
Monthly magazine, New monthly magazine, Plymouth 
Mechanics' magazine. Imperial magazine. Hone's Every­
day book. Panoramic miscellany. 
... i t i s a l r e a d y the best l i b r a r y i n the town. ... Among 
the members, upwards o f 500 are t o be found o f a l l c l a s s e s 
of s o c i e t y (29) 
The o f f i c e o f L i b r a r i a n was e s t a b l i s h e d very e a r l y , and was probably an 
a n n u a l l y e l e c t e d post although the f i r s t h o l d e r , G. Turner appears i n 
1825 (30), 1828 (31) and 1830 (32, 33), which suggests some c o n t i n u i t y 
i n t h a t o f f i c e . Another source f o r 1828 g i v e s E. Kent and J . Jude as 
the L i b r a r i a n s (34), and J . Jude and G. Turner i n 1830 (35). The n a t u r a l 
e x p l a n a t i o n would seem t o be t h a t the t a s k of opening the L i b r a r y on 
three n i g h t s per week was more than one man c o u l d reasonably cope w i t h 
and t h a t the d u t i e s were shared. In 1830 the L i b r a r y was d e s c r i b e d as 
"Well arranged and c o n t i n u a l l y i n c r e a s i n g " (36). 
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The i n i t i a l years o f enthusiasm were f o l l o w e d by a few years 
of d e c l i n e . A l o c a i newspaper's e d i t o r i a l (37)in 1836 recounted how 
at f i r s t hundreds had f l o c k e d t o the l e c t u r e s , cind a v a i l e d themselves 
" w i t h a v i d i t y " o f the L i b r a r y , but the n o v e l t y wore o f f and l e f t a 
small number of steady supporters. The membership had dropped t o 100, 
of whom ten were honorary members and about t h i r t y were j u n i o r members, 
so t h a t the income had dropped c o n s i d e r a b l y . The e d i t o r i a l a t t r i b u t e d 
some blame t o Lord Brougham's emphasis on l e a v i n g t h e management as much 
as p o s s i b l e t o t h e mechanics; t h e r e f o r e gentlemen h e l d a l o o f ; but, the 
e d i t o r pointed out, i t i s p o s s i b l e t o support without i n t e r f e r i n g . The 
b e n e f i t s o f l e n d i n g and re f e r e n c e l i b r a r i e s and re a d i n g rooms were not 
the o n l y b e n e f i t s which were d e s i r a b l e besides l e c t u r e s . C l a s s e s had 
been held at f i r s t i n mechanics, drawing and French, but these had been 
given up u n t i l r e c e n t l y , and the new i n t e n t i o n was t o s t a r t e i g h t 
c l a s s e s : E n g l i s h grammar, drawing, mathematical and p h y s i c a l science, 
general l i t e r a t u r e and languages (French, I t a l i a n , German and L a t i n ) , 
chemistry mineralogy and geology, shorthand, n a t u r a i h i s t o r y , j u r i s -
prudence and p o l i t i c a i economy . The e d i t o r i a l mentioned t h e 
L i b r a r y as being "one of the b e s t , i f not the f i r s t , possessed by any 
mechanics' i n s t i t u t e i n the kingdom", but r e g r e t t e d t h a t the low funds 
had meant very few new works being added r e c e n t l y except the p e r i o d i c a l s . 
A d i r e c t o r y of the same year, 1836, provides f u r t h e r d e t a i l s o f the 
L i b r a r y (38). I t had grown i n t o a a u s e f u l c o l l e c t i o n o f about 2,800 
volumes, which was l a r g a f o r a mechanics' i n s t i t u t e l i b r a r y . The stock 
c o n s i s t e d o f 1,400 science volumes, 300 l i t e r a t u r e , 500 h i s t o r y , 400 
t r a v e l and 176 périodical volumes. The high percentage o f science i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g , f o r t h i s was t o change d r a m a t i c a l l y w i t h i n a decade. The 
L i b r a r y was s m a l l e r than the contemporary Devonport C i v i l and M i l i t a r y 
L i b r a r y , but probably had a much l a r g a r s c i e n t i f i c stock and was f a r 
cheaper than t h e l a t t a r , which was s t i l i a middle c l a s s establishment. 
The Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e was th e o n l y s e r i o u s o p p o r t u n i t y w i t h i n the 
f i n a n c i a l and s o c i a l means o f th e m a j o r i t y o f working c l a s s o p e r a t i v e s , 
of whom t h e r e were so many at Devonport and Stonehouse. T h e i r low 
membership might be p a r t l y e x p l a i n e d by the graduai d e c l i n e o f the 
Dockyard i t s e l f and the l a y i n g o f f of l a r g e numbers o f the labour f o r c e , 
which reached i t s n a d i r i n about 1842; the n o v e l t y , t o o , had worn o f f ; 
and the i n c e n t i v e t o read and l e a r n had not yet a r r i v e d i n t h e form o f 
new t e c h n o l o g i e s o f steam-engined ships and i r o n - c l a d b a t t l e s h i p s . 
I t l ooks v e r y much as though i t was the middle c l a s s which carne t o the 
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rescue o f the I n s t i t u t i o n b e f o r e the Dockyard expansion which doxibled 
i t s employees i n f i v e years. Perhaps i t was the new range o f c l a s s e s 
and l e c t u r e s from 1836 onwards which proved a t t r a c t i v e t o t h e middle 
c l a s s e s , at l e a s t i n t h e i r lower ranks and p a r t i c u l a r l y among t h e 
tradesmen. There must bave been some prospect o f f u t u r e success f o r 
a d e c i s i o n t o be taken t o e r e c t a b u i l d i n g i n Duke S t . f o r the Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e . The b u i l d i n g c o s t was r a i s e d i n 1,500 £2 shares at 5% i n t e r e s t 
which probably put the I n s t i t u t i o n i n debt t o a m a j o r i t y o f m i d d l e c l a s s 
shareholders, and the new premises were opened i n 1844. The b u i l d i n g 
c ontained a l e c t u r e h a l l , a museum room, classroom, committee room, 
r e a d i n g room, and r e s i d e n t i a l accommodation f o r a L i b r a r i a n (39). T h i s 
immediately caused a jump i n membership by 109 persons t o 2 58 i n 
March 1844, although the b u i l d i n g was not opened u n t i l 30 July.' z 
One of the a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d out before the move i n t o the new accommo­
d a t i o n was a review o f the L i b r a r y ; the h a l f - y e a r l y meeting of the 
I n s t i t u t e i n March 1844 l e a r n e d t h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n was being given t o 
means o f extending and improving the L i b r a r y , and t h a t i t was undergoing 
a complete r e v i s i o n ( 4 0 ) . I t appears t h a t one of t h e improvements was the 
p r o v i s i o n o f a separate r e a d i n g and newsroom, which the o l d accommodation 
had not been l a r g e enough t o provide i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e g e n e r a l l i b r a r y 
accommodation. In order t o h e l p t o f i n a n c e the c o s t o f the new s e r v i c e , 
the I n s t i t u t i o n decided t o charge a separate s u b s c r i p t i o n (41) of lOs. p. 
f o r members and ISs. p.a. f o r non-members t o use t h e reading and newsroom. 
I t seems t h a t the L i b r a r y was housed s e p a r a t e l y and remained f r e e of 
charge t o members, and i t was made c l e a r i n the a c c o m t of the I n s t i ­
t u t i o n published s h o r t l y a f t e r i t s opening t h a t t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r 
the Newsroom would be as low as were compatible w i t h the "necessary 
expenditure" (42). 
At the opening ceremony f o r the new b u i l d i n g , the S e c r e t a r y 
of the I n s t i t u t i o n reminded t h e members t h a t t h e . - o r i g i n a i i n t e n t i o n of 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s was t h a t t h e y should be c o n f i n e d t o " p r a c t i c a l man 
and mechanics" but t h i s had proved t o be too l i m i t e d and had f a i l e d . I t 
had overlooked the need f o r r e c r e a t i o n and amusement; but the paramount 
o b j e c t should not be l o s t s i g h t o f . T h i s seems t o mark a p o s i t i v e 
change i n the p o l i c y o f the I n s t i t u t i o n , and e x p l a i n s the changes made 
i n the L i b r a r y . o v e r the next few years. C e r t a i n l y the membership of 
the I n s t i t u t i o n i n creased q u i t e d r a m a t i c a l l y and funds began f l o w i n g i n 
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a g a i n , i n c l u d l n g a personal donation o f lOO gns. and an annual s u b s c r i p -
t i o n o f l O gns. from Edward St. Aubyn. In 1846 t b e r e were 450 members, 
of wbom many werè l a d i e s . Tbe attendance at l e c t u r e s was r e p o r t e d t o be 
about 30% mecbanics and 30% l a d i e s i n 1846; the s u b s c r i p t i o n s had been 
reduced t o lO s . and 8s. per annum f o r s e n i o r and j u n i o r members respec-
t i v e l y ; c l a s s fees were 20s. per annum; and about l O % of t h e income was 
spent on book purchase f o r the L i b r a r y , which was used by 50% o f the 
members (43). The i n c r e a s i n g membership i s a t t e s t e d i n 1849 by the 
s t a t i s t i c s g i v e n i n the Report of the Select Committee on Public L i b r a r i e s 
1849, which recorded t h a t t b e r e were 650 members, and the c l a s s o f persons 
u s i n g t h e I n s t i t u t i o n was d e s c r i b e d as "tradesmen", who-paid q u a r t e r l y 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s o f 2s. and 2s. 6d.; t h e note added t h a t "females" c o u l d 
belong, but gave no i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e i r numbei^f^^Hudson i s more e x p l i c i t 
i n b i s book p u b l i s h e d i n 1851 (45), f o r hé recorded t h a t membership had 
r i s e n t o about 825 i n 1850, i n c l u d l n g 25 honorary members and about 120 
females; about 200, i . e . l e s s than 25%, were working men. Both sources 
quoted t h e L i b r a r y as having an annual i s s u e o f about 18,000, and Hudson 
quotas t he stock as about 3,000 volumes. 
Thé new b u i l d i n g was not l a r g e enough t o accommodâte t h e 
g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d membership and t h e expanded a c t i v i t y , so i n 1850 a 
new wing was added. I t s opening was marked by a major E x h i b i t i o n on 
such a l a r g e s c a l e t h a t the Commissioners o f the Great London E x h i b i t i o n 
of 1851 came t o i n v e s t i g a t e and r e p o r t upon i t s arrangement and o r g a n i -
s a t i o n i n order t o b e n e f i t t h e i r arrangements. Thé d i s p l a y s covered 
a i l k i n d s o f i n d u s t r i a i , s c i e n t i f i c and f i n e a r t s s u b j e c t s , with.'-some 
emphasis s t i l i being attached t o t h e l o c a l aspects of eng i n e e r i n g and 
n a v a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . P r i z e s began t o be awarded from t h i s time by the 
I n s t i t u t i o n f o r essays and i n v e n t i o n s , encouraging l o c a l i n i t i a t i v e ; so 
t h a t a l t h o ugh the a c t i v i t i e s o f the I n s t i t u t i o n were now o f a much more 
popular k i n d than p r e v i o u s l y , i t had not l o s t s i g h t completely o f the 
"mechanical arts'.' 
The extension t o the b u i l d i n g had r e s u l t e d i n a l a r g e l e c t u r e 
h a l l capable o f h o l d i n g over 1,000 people, a newsroom, l i b r a r y and 
muséum, committee room, and L i b r a r i a n ' s apartments. The newspaper 
account o f the b u i l d i n g and opening ceremony i n c l u d e s the f o l l o w i n g 
d e s c r i p t i o n of the L i b r a r y : 
"In the i n t e r i o r t b e r e i s upon the ground f l o o r , towards 
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t h e Street, a l i b r a r y 50 f e e t long and 15 b l g h , 
or r a t b e r t b r e e rooms connected w i t b each o t b e r by 
two l a r g e open arcbes. Of tbese d i v i s i o n s o n l y 
t b e tvro end ones are f o r books, t b e middle one • 
being intended f o r a muséum'.' (46) 
Tbe' prospectus d e s c r i b e s t b e L i b r a r y as baving n e a r l y 3,000 volumes, 
w i t b référence and l e n d i n g s e c t i o n s . I t was open from 1 2 - 2 and 6 - l O 
except on Sundays and l e c t u r e evenings, and p e r i o d i c a l s sucb as Edin-
burgh review. Western review, Blackwoods magazine, Mechanics' magazine, 
e t c . were a v a i l a b l e on t b e l i b r a r y t a b l e s . Tbe Newsroom was open 
from 8 a.m. t o l O p.m., and was a v a i l a b l e f o r a s u b s c r i p t i o n of 2s. 6d. 
per q u a r t e r (47). 
Tbe cbanges wbicb were t a k i n g p l a c e g e n e r a l l y i n thé I n s t i -
t u t i o n from 1844 onwards made i t necessàry t o make changes i n t h e L i b r a r y . 
In 1847 a p a i d L i b r a r i a n was. appointed i n p l a c e of the former honorary 
arrangements, and Samuel Hutchings was appointed (48) . A p a i d servant 
of the I n s t i t u t i o n c o u l d not be a member o f i t s Committee, and so by 
18 52 t h e Committee had set up a L i b r a r y and Museum Sub-Committee t o 
manage t h e L i b r a r y and supervise t h e L i b r a r i a n ' s work (49). A sèt of 
l i b r a r y r u l e s bas s u r v i v e d from 1852, from wbicb some détails of the 
d a i l y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n can be r e c o n s t r u c t e d . The L i b r a r y was open at 
lunchtimes and evenings, 12 - 2 and 6 - l O , the hours wbicb working 
men might be expected t o f i n d most convenient. No member cou l d borrow 
more than one work, a maximum of t b r e e volumes, at one time, and the 
loan p e r i o d was fourteen days un l e s s renewed; books c o u l d be r e s e r v e d , 
a l s o p e r i o d i c a l s . ' The- arrangement f o r p e r i o d i c a l l o a n s was t h a t a 
member c o u l d r e s e r v e a p e r i o d i c a l d u r i n g an evening, but not t a k e i t 
away u n t i l 9.45 p.m., on c o n d i t i o n t h a t i t was returned by 6 p.m. next 
evening, on pain o f 2d. f i n e . A i l books had t o be r e t u r n e d by 1 Jxane 
each year f o r s t o c k t a k i n g , on pain o f 6d. f i n e per volume. These arrange-
ments a r e v e r y s i m i l a r t o many which operate i n p u b l i c and académie 
l i b r a r i e s today; t h e r e i s no référence t o format of t h e book, as i n 
some o t b e r l o c a l l i b r a r i e s . E v e r y t h i n g was s i m p l i f i e d and standard. 
The L i b r a r i a n was not a fülltime appointment, and i t seems l i k e l y t h a t 
t h e r e must bave been a j a n i t o r who supervised the Newsroom and t h e 
s e c u r i t y o f the b u i l d i n g , although t h i s i s not known f o r c e r t a i n . 
During t h e l a t e 1840s t h e r a p i d success o f t h e Devonport 
cind stonehouse Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e seems t o bave encouraged the people 
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o f Stonehouse t o e s t a b l i s h a separate Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e ; and from 
1847 t h e Devonport and Stonehouse Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e became the 
Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e . I t i s under t h a t name t h a t t h e e a r l i e s t 
s u r v i v i n g catalogue o f the L i b r a r y was p u b l i s h e d . There had been at 
l e a s t one e a r l i e r catalogue, p u b l i s h e d i n 1844 (50) , but n o t h i n g i s 
known o f i t s contents or arrangements. The 1852 édition (51) contained 
over 3,250 volumes arranged a l p h a b e t i c a l l y by author under t h i r t e e n 
s u b j e c t c l a s s e s , some of whichiwere f u r t h e r subdivided as shown i n 
Table 21 . Some i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s emerge from an examination o f 
th e c o n t e n t s o f t h i s Catalogue, not l e a s t the r e l a t i v e importance o f 
th e différent s u b j e c t s are i n d i c a t e d by t h e i r représentation i n t h e 
stoclc. C l a s s e s A t o D, wbicb might be presumed t o be the most u s e f u l 
t o s h i p w r i g h t s , coppersmiths and engineers working i n the Dockyard, 
t h e o r i g i n a l l y intended users o f t h e I n s t i t u t e , form b a r e l y 10% o f t h e 
stoc k . C l a s s I , n o v e l s , comprised about 16%, and examination o f the 
détails r e v e a l s t h a t thèse works were, w i t h few exceptions, p u b l i s h e d 
s i n c e 1844; t h i s was one of the c l a s s e s which must bave been b u i l t up 
by t h e " l a r g e sum i n the purchase o f books" spent i n 1847 (52) and 
th e 253 volumes added i n 1847-8 (53). C l a s s H, h i s t o r y and biography, 
a l s o shows a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e i n récent p u b l i c a t i o n s . The b i a s 
towards g e n e r a l and m i d d l e - c l a s s t a s t e i s unmistakable. 
In 1844 the Dockyard School f o r A p p r e n t i c e s was e s t a b l i s h e d , 
and might bave had some small e f f e c t on the membership o f t b e I n s t i t u t e 
but t h i s seems u n l i k e l y , f o r t h e a p p r e n t i c e s would bave formed o n l y 
jxanior members of the I n s t i t u t e because o f t h e i r âge, The impression 
i s g i v e n o f a more widespread d e c l i n e i n member s h i p from about 1852 
onwards, although even i n 1862 the a c t u a l membership f i g u r e s seem 
q u i t e r e s p e c t a b l e : 65 l i f e and honorary members, 472 sen i o r members, 
195 j u n i o r s , and ot h e r s 7, making a t o t a l o f 739, although not a i l o f 
them were paying annual s u b s c r i p t i o n s . At the same time as t h i s member-
s h i p was r e p o r t e d , i t was a l s o s a i d t h a t t h e o f f i c e r s c o u l d t o sòme 
extent accoiant f o r a f a l l i n g o f f o f members because of the foundation 
o f o t b e r s o c i e t i e s and a s s o c i a t i o n s ^ T h i s seems t o bave r e f e r r e d t o 
v a r i o u s working men's o r g a n i s a t i o n s and mutuai improvement s o c i e t i e s . 
By 1863 t h e r e was a d e f i n i t e concern being shown over the l o s s o f 
members, and i t was determined t o make a p o s i t i v e e f f o r t t o r e c r u i t 
more members w i t h "no s o c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n " being shown, as rfell as t o 
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Table 21. Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e L i b r a r y , 1852. Stock 
and o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
C l a s s S u b j e c t , and s u b d i v i s i o n s V o l s . % 
A Mathematics, a r i t h m e t i c , e t c . 41 1.25 
B N a t u r a l philosophy : g e n e r a l t r e a t i s e s 38 
mechanics 2 
astronomy and use of globes 17 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s 27 2.55 
C Chemistry 26 0.8 
D Science and the a r t s : qeneral 54 
a r c h i t e c t u r e 17 
n a v a l a r c h i t e c t u r e 104 5.35 
E N a t u r a l h i s t o r y : g e n e r a l 65 
. geology eind mineralogy 12 
botany 22 
p h y s i o l o g y and medical 32 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s 12 4.4 
F Moral and p o l i t i c a l philosophy 140 4.3 
G Geography, topography, voyages and t r a v e l s 161 4.9 
H H i s t o r y : h i s t o r y 376 
biography 2 55 19.3 
I Novels, t a l e s , e t c . 504 15.4 
K P o e t r y 171 5.2 
L P e r i o d i c a l l i t e r a t u r e 546 16.7 
M D i c t i o n a r i e s and encyclopaedias l l O 3.65 
N M i s c e l l a n e o u s works 534 16.2 
3,266 100.0 
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t r y and reduce the I n s t i t u t i o n ' s l i a b i l i t i e s , f o r the income from 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s and r e n t was i n s u f f i c i e n t t o m a i n t a i n i t . (53). Funds 
d i d not permit the improvement of the supply of m a t e r i a l s t o the reading 
room, which was w e l l s u p p l i e d w i t h p e r i o d i c a l s but had no newspapers 
(54). The new Committee which was i n o f f i c e i n October 1863 decided 
t o act upon recommendations which had a l r e a d y been made by i t s prede-
ce s s o r s i n view o f the need f o r economies, and advised the h a l f - y e a r l y 
general meeting t o adopt a new system, which i n v o l v e d the L i b r a r i a n . 
The post o f L i b r a r i a n was t o become fülltime and t o i n c l u d e e x t r a d u t i e s , 
i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e t a s k of t r y i n g t o e n l i s t new monbars and t o o b t a i n 
s u b s c r i p t i o n a r r e a r s . The L i b r a r i a n , Samuel Hutchings, was o f f e r e d the 
post on those terms i n l i e u o f b i s former terms o f employment, but he 
d e c l i n e d them and consequently h i s employment was terminated, a f t e r s i x -
teen years of s e r v i c e w i t h the I n s t i t u t i o n . The post was a d v e r t i s e d on 
the new terms, and J o s i a h C l a r k (or Clarke) was appointed(.55) ,At the time 
o f h i s appointment the membership c o n s i s t e d of 330 s e n i o r members, 66 
j u n i o r members, and 65 l i f e and honorary members, the l a t t e r not being 
a c t i v e s u b s c r i b e r s as they had made donations c a r r y i n g the p r i v i l e g e of 
l i f e membership or other c o n t r i b u t i o n w a r r a n t i n g honorary s t a t u s . 
For a short while i t seems as though the e f f o r t s o f the able 
and e n e r g e t i c J o s i a h C l a r k were s u c c e s s f u l i n i n c r e a s i n g both the member­
ship and f i n a n c e ; and the Situation must bave been helped c o n s i d e r a b l y 
when the Devonport C i v i l and M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y foundered, handing over 
i t s L i b r a r y and Museum t o the I n s t i t u t i o n on c o n d i t i o n t h a t i t s p r o p r i e -
t o r s became life'members. Although the l i f e membership c o n d i t i o n 
added t o the e x i s t i n g numbers of non-paying members, i t seems l i k e l y t h a t 
some of the s u b s c r i b e r s from the Devonport C i v i l and M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y 
t r a n s f e r r e d t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s t o the I n s t i t u t i o n , and at l e a s t the 
c o l l a p s e of the p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r y removed the l a r g e s t competitor i n 
the town. I t seems l i k e l y t h a t the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e L i b r a r y was 
doubled i n stock by the a d d i t i o n of the p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r y , although 
the i n d i v i d u a i stock f i g u r e s are not known; t h e J o i n t l i b r a r y stock 
was over 8,000 volumes. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y any improvement i n the membership and finances 
of the I n s t i t u t i o n were o n l y temporary. Other c e n t r e s o f l i t e r a r y 
and musical a c t i v i t i e s had sprung up not o n l y i n Devonport but elsewhere 
i n the Three Towns, w i t h which there was now easy communication and 
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t r a n s p o r t . There were a r t and science c l a s s e s , p u b l i c l e c t u r e s , 
and many mutual improvement societiés. I t i s l i k e l y , t o o , t b a t tbe 
d i s c u s s i o n at Plymoutb about rate-supported l i b r a r i e s was beginning t o 
come t o tbe a t t e n t i o n o f some o f tbe résidents of Devonport. Tbe 
o l d Mecbanics' I n s t i t u t e L i b r a r y migbt bave a st o c k o f over 10,OCX) 
volumes i n 1869, w i t b d a i l y access from 1 - 4 and 6 - l O , but t b e amount 
of new stock whicb had been added over tbe l a s t few years was small and 
not s u f f i c i e n t t o s u s t a i n tbe i n t e r e s t o f tbe u s e r s . Despite f u r t b e r 
économies, i n c l u d i n g making t b e i n d e f a t i g a b l e J o s i a b C l a r k S e c r e t a r y as 
w e l l as L i b r a r i a n i n 1870, t b e debts mounted up. A p a r t i c u l a r problon 
was t b e i n t e r e s t whicb s t i l l had t o be pa i d on t b e loa n r a i s e d t o er e c t 
t b e b u i l d i n g and i t s e x t e n s i o n n e a r l y t h i r t y y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y , and tbe 
gap between income and e s s e n t i a l expenditure widened as tbe membership 
d e c l i n e d . An attempt had been made t o inc r e a s e popular support by 
adding newspapers t o t b e re a d i n g room, s t a r t i n g i n a small way i n 1861 
and i n c r e a s i n g t b e number of papers u n t i l i n 1869 tbe room was a d v e r t i s e d 
as t a k i n g the l e a d i n g p e r i o d i c a l s and newspapers, but t h i s d i d not work; 
i n 187 9 a desperate l a s t attempt seems t o bave been made by adding 
s e v e r a l hundred volumes t o the L i b r a r y , whicb then- c o n s i s t e d o f over 
12,000 volumes (56), but c o l l a p s e was imminent. 
On 4 January 1881 a spécial meeting was c a l l e d of the members 
of the I n s t i t u t i o n , i n order t o sanction arrangements t o t r a n s f e r the 
b u i l d i n g and the L i b r a r y t o the Town C o u n c i l , on c o n d i t i o n t b a t the 
C o u n c i l would pay o f f t h e l i a b i l i t i e s and convert i t i n t o a f r e e p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y ( 5 7 ) T h i s had become necessary because t he s u b s c r i p t i o n s from the 
paying membership o f about 300 people was i n s u f f i c i e n t t o keep the I n s t i -
t u t i o n running; i n the c u r r e n t year t h e r e had been no money t o pay the 
i n t e r e s t due on the b u i l d i n g l o a n s , the debts c o n s i s t e d o f £3,000 and 
the crédit was o n l y £30, The Se c r e t a r y r e p o r t e d t b a t many members 
would not pay t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s because they wanted a rate-supported 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y I t seems l i k e l y . t b a t t h i s a t t i t u d e had been coloured 
by t h e success o f the Plymoutb Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y whicb had been estab-
l i s h e d i n 1876 and was w e l l p a t r o n i s e d . I t a l s o seems l i k e l y t b a t behind 
the scènes the adoption o f the Act s at Devonport i n 1880 had been i n 
a n t i c i p a t i o n of the c o l l a p s e and a v a i l a b i l i t y o f the Mecbanics' I n s t i t u t e 
and i t s L i b r a r y , f o r t h e events happened very c o n v e n i e n t l y . The spécial 
meeting had no a l t e r n a t i v e but t o approve the arrangements f o r the 
l i q u i d a t i o n o f the Devonport Mecbanics' I n s t i t u t e , and the b u i l d i n g 
s h o r t l y became the Devonport Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y . 
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6.3 PLYMOJTH MECHANICS' INSTITUTE 
Arrangements f o r the formation o f a separate Plymouth 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e forged ahead immediately a f t e r the d e c i s i o n a t 
t h e meeting on 2 May 1825 not t o form a \mited Three Towns o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
A Committee of twenty f o u r members was deputed t o frame a set of r u l e s 
and r e g u l a t i o n s , and a S e c r e t a r y and Treasurer were appointed. Donations 
o f books and money were promised, and the I n s t i t u t e had e f f e c t i v e l y 
commenced before the c l o s e o f t h a t same meeting on 2 May (58) . The 
Plymouth members of the u n i t e d o r g a n i s a t i o n r e c e i v e d t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s 
back and were able t o appl y these t o the new I n s t i t u t i o n (59) . The 
p r o v i s i o n a l Committee f i n i s h e d d r a f t i n g i t s set o f r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s 
a t a meeting on 16 May (60), and a f u l l meeting o f members was held i n 
th e G u i l d h a l l on 30 May t o r e c e i v e the document and t o e l e c t o f f i c e r s 
and an o f f i c i a l Committee (61)? i t i s t h i s l a t t e r meeting which i s l a t e r 
quoted as the date o f the o f f i c i a l fotmdation o f the Plymouth Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e (62). The Mayor o f Plymouth, Edmund Lockyer, p l a y e d a major 
p a r t i n the foundation o f the I n s t i t u t i o n , and was e l e c t e d i t s P r e s i d e n t ; 
Mr. Charles Greaves, who had generously given £100 and some books, was 
one of the four V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s . I t was suggested t h a t perhaps two o f 
the four V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s should be mechanics, but the meeting g e n e r a l l y 
considered t h a t the people i n t h a t o f f i c e should be conversant w i t h 
p u b l i c business, experience which mechanics l a c k e d , and so the main 
o f f i c e r s were prominent names from the c i v i c and m e r c a n t i l e l i f e o f the 
town (63). Mr. Lockyer, i n h i s c a p a c i t y o f Mayor, was a b l e t o secure 
accommodation at the G u i l d h a l l f o r the meetings o f the Committee and 
members, and a l s o a secure p l a c e i n which t o keep books and apparatus 
f o r the time being, an announcement which was r e c e i v e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n 
a t the foundation meeting. I t was i n the G u i l d h a l l t h a t the Committee 
met a few days l a t e r , on 6 June, and i n c l u d e d i n i t s business the need 
f o r a l i b r a r i a n ; i t unanimously e l e c t e d George Moore, Dispenser at 
Plymouth Dispensary, w i t h t h e i n t e r e s t i n g comment t h a t i t was an 
"appointment f o r which he i s w e l l q u a l i f i e d " ( 6 4 ) . T h i s suggests t h a t 
perhaps he was i n v o l v e d i n some way w i t h the Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y 
L i b r a r y which was l o c a t e d at the Dispensary, although he was not i t s 
L i b r a r i a n , and i t was t h e Matron who issued i t s books ( v i d . i n f . Chapter 
9. 3). The o p t i m i s t i c hope was expressed t h a t t h e L i b r a r y would be opened 
t o members the f o l l o w i n g week, but i t took a l i t t l e l o n g e r . On 20 June 
members met at the G u i l d h a l l t o r e c e i v e t h e i r membership c a r d s , which 
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would admit them t o the L i b r a r y , and the "Laws of the L i b r a r y " were 
read at the meeting f o r approvai (65); u n f o r t u n a t e l y no d e s c r i p t i o n or 
copy seems t o bave s u r v i v e d . The L i b r a r y already h e l d 400 volumes, 
but i t seems t h a t one hxindred of them were o n l y on l o a n f o r one year, 
from R. Cole of Devonport (66) ; ( i t i s conjectured t h a t perhaps i t was 
t h e same gentleman who loaned a s i m i l a r ntomber of voltmnes t o t h e Devon­
p o r t Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e , or b i s d o s e r e l a t i o n , f o r the surname i s t h e 
same although the i n i t i a l s d i f f e r i n the newspaper accounts). A "great 
number" o f volumes had been presented by Mr. Greaves, and about t h i r t y 
volumes from Mr. W. B u r t , t h e f i r s t S e c r e t a r y of the Chamber o f Commerce. 
The object of t h e new I n s t i t u t i o n was "the promotion of u s e f u l 
knowledge among the members i n v a r i o u s branches o f s c i e n c e cind a r t " (67) 
and s e v e r a l means were adopted t o achieve t h i s o b j e c t . The L i b r a r y 
and Reading Room were prominent i n t e n t i o n s , but t h e r e V7as a l s o t o he 
a museum, and r e g u l a r l e c t u r e s , and other means of a s s o c i a t i n g t o g e t h e r , 
a l i f o r a weekly payment o f t h r e e pence (soon quoted as 3s. 3d. per 
q u a r t e r ) . Membership c o n s i s t e d of four c a t e g o r i e s : l i f e membership was 
c o n d i t i o n a l upon a donation o f £10 i n cash or £20 i n books; p e r i o d i c 
membership was the o r d i n a r y membership; and there was p r o v i s i o n f o r 
honorary and corresponding members. E v i d e n t l y the i n i t i a l a t t r a c t i o n 
was c o n s i d e r a b l e and membership swelled beyond t h a t which was convenient 
f o r the continued use o f the G u i l d h a l l . A s i t e was o b t a i n e d i n P r i n c e s s 
Square, and the a r c h i t e c t John Foulston drew up the p l a n s f o r the 
b u i l d i n g , which was opened i n December 1827. Edmund Lockyer generously 
loaned £800 of the £1,100 c o s t , and Mr. Greaves i s reputed t o bave given 
generously a l s o (68). The b u i l d i n g was apparently a simple and f a i r l y 
small one, c o n s i s t i n g o f a l e c t u r e room, a l i b r a r y and a newsroom, but 
f o r a w h i l e t h i s must bave been ampie space because a f t e r 1830 the 
membership began t o d e c l i n e . A summary o f the I n s t i t u t i o n ' s h i s t o r y 
i n an e d i t o r i a l i n 1868 a t t r i b u t e d t h i s d e c l i n e t o two reasons; the 
f i r s t was t h a t the a t t r a c t i o n had diminished because many o f the new 
i n v e n t i o n s which had e x c i t e d the o r i g i n a i i n t e r e s t had by t h a t time 
passed i n t o p r a c t i c a l use by the mechanics; the second reason was t h a t 
t h e o r i g i n a i object and a c t i v i t i e s were too r i g i d and narrow i n t h e i r 
scope (69), I t i s not easy t o determine the t r u t h of the mattar from 
the scraps o f evidence which s u r v i v e about the e a r l y I n s t i t u t i o n , but 
some p i c t u r e of i t s a c t i v i t i e s can be formed. The year was d i v i d e d 
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i n t o the main, w i n t e r , season, from November t o A p r i l , and the summer 
season from May t o October. In the w i n t e r season l e c t i i r e s were held 
on Wednesday evenings, and,in 1836 at least, c l a s s e s were rvinning i n 
Chemistry, French and Drawing(70).. The L i b r a r y c o n s i s t e d i n 1836 
o f about 1,000 volumes, and was open on Tuesday and F r i d a y evenings 
from 8 - 1 0 p.m. (71). The e a r l y l i b r a r i a n s appear t o bave been 
honorary l i b r a r i a n s , almost c e r t a i n l y e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y a l t h ough t h e r e 
seems t o bave been some c o n t i n u i t y o f a few names; i t seems, t o o , as 
though t h e d u t i e s were shared. In 1828 the l i b r a r i a n s were T. Waye, 
J . Yeo, and W. Waye (72); i n 1830, T. Waye and J . Yeo (73). I t seems 
p o s s i b l e t h a t a change had o c c u r r e d by 1836; i n t h a t year the L i b r a r i a n 
was named i n a d i r e c t o r y as F r a n c i s Drew (74) , whó.was a l s o a French 
teacher and m i n e r a l o g i s t . In 1839 Mr. Drew d i e d , and a b r i e f press 
announcement makes i t c l e a r t h a t he was the L i b r a r i a n of t h e Plymouth 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e (75). On 12 October 1839 i t was annovinced t h a t : 
"On F r i d a y l a s t , Mr. G. B a r t l e t t was e l e c t e d L i b r a r i a n , 
French Teacher, e t c . , as the successor of the l a t e Mr. Drew'.'(76) 
T h i s does seem t o suggest t h a t t h e o f f i c e had become a p a i d appointment, 
although probably not füllt ime; and c e r t a i n l y i t i s d i f f i c u l t t h e r e a f t e r 
t o d i s c o v e r anything about the l i b r a r i a n s , whereas the former honorary 
l i b r a r i a n s were u s u a l l y quoted w i t h the other o f f i c e r s o f the Coimnlttee. 
The o n l y other known pre-1850 l i b r a r i a n seems to be- • J ^ s . Bradshaw 
i n 1844 (77). The volume of l i b r a r y work does not seem t o bave been 
p a r t i c u l a r l y heavy, f o r the i s s u e s i n the w i n t e r season 1840-1 was 
o n l y 1,200, or perhaps about 25 per evening (78). At the same time i t 
was recommended £hat the L i b r a r y should r e c e i v e more a t t e n t i o n and an 
attempt should be made t o supply more new and u s e f u l works. Members 
were reminded t h a t they c o u l d donate books from t h e i r own shelves." The 
same account of the h a l f - y e a r 1840-1 reported t h a t Mr. G. VJightwick 
(a wellknown l o c a i a r c h i t e c t ) had given t h r e e volumes o f t h e Library 
of fine arts, the Committee had purchased ure's Dictionary of arts 
and Sciences, and the p e r i o d i c a l s which were r e g u l a r l y r e c e i v e d were: 
Pinnock's Guide to knowledge, Saturday magazine, Penny magazine, Penny 
cyclopaedia, and Mirror (79). S t o c k - b u i l d i n g was very slow, and had 
o n l y reached about 1,550 volumes by A p r i l 1847 although t h e p r e v i o u s 
year had seen an input o f about £65 on new books (80). I s s u e s had 
i n c r e a s e d t o 3,680 f o r the w i n t e r Session, over t h r e e times t h e number 
iss u e d s i x years e a r l i e r . A survey of mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s i n 1846 
i n c l u d e d a r e t u r n from the Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e which s t a t e d 
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t h a t about 7% o f the annual income was spent on books f o r t h e L i b r a r y , 
and t h a t t h e L i b r a r y was used by 100% o f thè membership. The average 
audiences at l e c t u r e s contained about 10% mechanics, 25% l a d i e s ; and 
the c l a s s e s which were being run at t h a t time were Music, Drawing, 
French, N a t u r a l s c i e n c e , Mutual improvement, and El o c u t i o n . ( 8 1 ) T h i s 
suggests t h a t the I n s t i t u t i o n was a l r e a d y a much more libéral and middle-
c l a s s o r g a n i s a t i o n than had been intended o r i g i n a l l y . L a d i e s had been 
admitted t o the l e c t u r e s s i n c e 1833, but had appa r e n t l y not been admitted 
yet as members. 
The décline i n membership had brought membership l e v e l s t o 
about o n l y lOO by 1844 (82) , and d r a s t i c measures were r e q u i r e d . I t was 
decided t o hàlt t h e décline by widening t h e sphère o f a c t i v i t i e s and by 
a d m i t t i n g l a d i e s as members (83). The r e s u i t was a dramatic r i s e i n 
membership t o about 400 and then t o 1,000 by 1850 (84). The Report of 
the Select Committee on Public L i b r a r i e s 1849 quoted the membership as 
480, and d e s c r i b e d the c l a s s o f persons as "m i d d l e c l a s s e s " (85). Hudson 
cast f u r t h e r l i g h t on t h i s : 
"The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e s i n t h i s I n s t i t u t i o n are the 
support which i t bas r e c e i v e d from t he l a d i e s , who form 
n e a r l y one h a l f o f the s o c i e t y , or fou r hundred of i t s 
s u b s c r i b e r s ; and i t s f i n a n c i a l p r o s p e r i t y , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
i t s low r a t e o f s u b s c r i p t i o n (86) 
The s u b s c r i p t i o n s had been reduced t o 3s. and 2s. per quarter i n 1847, 
ap p a r e n t l y as par t of the campaign t o i n c r e a s e t h e membership. The 
a c t u a l membership f i g u r e reported by the Committee i n A p r i l 1850 was 
836 (87), a t r e m ^ d o u s c o n t r a s t w i t h f i v e years e a r l i e r . In f a c t , t h e 
membership was now so l a r g e , the b u i l d i n g s were not adéquate t o h o l d i t , 
and a new b u i l d i n g was planned as a matter o f some urgency. C a p i t a l 
was r a i s e d by shares, £10 f o r gentlemen and £7-for l a d i e s , paying 5% 
i n t e r e s t u n t i l redeemed, and a new b u i l d i n g was erected on the s i t e o f 
the o l d one i n P r i n c e s s Square, t he I n s t i t u t i o n t a k i n g up résidence 
meantime a t t h e Freemasons' H a l l (88). The new b u i l d i n g was opened i n 
September 1851, and c o n s i s t e d of a l a r g e l e c t u r e h a l l on the f i r s t f l o o r , 
and a classroom, l i b r a r y and reading room, and L i b r a r i a n ' s apartments 
(two rooms) on the ground f l o o r (89). An e f f o r t was made t o i n c r e a s e 
the L i b r a r y ' s s t o c k , and i n October 1851 i t was reported t h a t t h e r e 
had been £50 spent on the purchase o f n e a r l y 300 volumes and t h a t 
s e v e r a l donations had been r e c e i v e d . . I t was recommended t h a t e x t r a 
newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s should be taken i n the reading room (90). 
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The I n s t i t u t i o n was now d e s c r i b e d , probably w i t h l o c a l b i a s , as 
"... one o f t h e l a r g e s t and most s u c c e s s f u l i n the covintry" (91). 
C e r t a i n l y t h e men±>ership remained f o r s e v e r a l years at a high l e v e l , 
f l u c t u a t i n g from 700 i n the summer, and l,lOO i n the win t e r . In 1858 
the 1,100 members c o n s i s t e d o f 350 Senior members, and 750 Lad i e s and 
J u n i o r members, t h e l a t t e r memberships betng on e x a c t l y t h e saine terms. 
The L i b r a r y had a p p a r e n t l y expanded both i n stock and usage, f o r i n t h a t 
same year i t was d e s c r i b e d as between f i v e and s i x thousand volumes, 
of s c i e n c e , a r t and gênerai l i t e r a t u r e , w i t h averâge i s s u e s o f about 
1,000 per week. The read i n g room held a wide range o f London and 
p r o v i n c i a l newspapers and magazines (92). From 1855 the I n s t i t u t i o n 
had been i n r e c e i p t o f the p u b l i c a t i o n s o f the Patent O f f i c e (93), 
although t h i s does not seem t o bave been much p u b l i c i s e d ; t h e patents 
seem t o bave been allow e d t o accumulate i n t h e basement and became some-
t h i n g o f an embarrassment, which t he I n s t i t u t i o n was pleased t o t r a n s f e r 
t o the Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y i n l a t e r years ( v i d . i n f . Chapter 7 ) . 
The l a s t t h i r t y years o f the I n s t i t u t i o n and i t s L i b r a r y are 
not w e l l documented, but a few glimpses.-are g i v e n . In 1875 i t was 
reported at a h a l f - y e a r l y meeting t h a t the L i b r a r y had been th r o u g h l y 
examined and t h a t about 1,500 books had been d i s c a r d e d on account of 
t h e i r d e l a p i d a t e d c o n d i t i o n . E v i d e n t l y t h e opening o f the Free P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y i n t h a t year had acted as something o f a spur t o the I n s t i t u t i o n 
t o ensure t h a t i t s L i b r a r y was as w e l l looked a f t e r as p o s s i b l e , and 
something o f a c l e a n sweep had been necessary o f what must bave been 
about 20% o f i t s ' t o t a l stock i n t h a t c l o s e examinâtion. In t h e d i s c u s -
sion a r i s i n g from t h e r e p o r t , a member v o i c e d t h e o p i n i o n t h a t the L i b r a r y 
ought t o be as good as, i f not b e t t e r than t h e Free L i b r a r y , but the 
Committee b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s c o u l d not even be achieved i f a i l of the 
income were t o be spent on the L i b r a r y . Thère seems t o bave been some 
concern l e s t members should be l o s t t o the new r i v a l . At thè same 
meeting an i n d i c a t i o n o f the f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n o f the I n s t i t u t i o n was 
giv e n , from which i t appears t h a t although £1,581 had been p a i d o f f on 
the loan charges on the b u i l d i n g , considérable sums were s t i l l owed. (94) 
The v i s i t o f t h e L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n t o Plymouth i n 1885 gave r i s e t o 
a u s e f u l d e s c r i p t i o n o f the L i b r a r y i n thàt year, when i t contained 
about 8,00O volumes: 
" H i s t o r y , biography and gênerai l i t e r a t u r e are f a i r l y 
r e p r e s e n t e d , but f i c t i o n prédominâtes. I t i s open t o 
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s u b s c r i b e r s , of whom there are about 700, every weekday 
from 3 t o 5 and 7 t o 10 p.m., except on Tuesday evening. 
There i s a news-room supplied w i t h newspapers and magazines 
open a l l day t o members. The s u b s c r i p t i o n i s l O s . per annum 
and 7s. f o r l a d i e s and j u n i o r members. There i s a MS. l i s t 
of the books arranged a l p h a b e t i c a l l y , but no catalogne. 
About £25 per annum i s spent i n the purchase of books and 
periodicals'.' (95) 
In 1887-8 the bookfund produced 130 volumes of a d d i t i o n s t o the L i b r a r y 
(96). 
A l i b r a r y which opened for the c o n s i d e r a b l e number of hours 
i n d i c a t e d i n 1885 and which had a stock of 8,000 volumes must bave had 
a L i b r a r i a n , and from 1868 a few names emerge a f t e r the blank of 
about t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s . In 1868 Mrs. Bradshaw was the L i b r a r i a n (97), 
but i n the f o l l o w i n g year F. and S. Hoar were named as L i b r a r i a n s and 
continued as such u n t i l a t l e a s t 1875, w i t h F. Hoar being named i n 1880 
(98). By 1884 F. Johnson had become L i b r a r i a n , u n t i l at l e a s t 1888 (99), 
a f t e r which o n l y the name of the Secretary i s g i v e n i n the d i r e c t o r i e s ; 
i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the S e c r e t a r y was a l s o L i b r a r i a n , as a t Devonport 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e , but no evidence has been found to support t h i s . 
The d e c l i n e i n membership which occurred g r a d u a l l y over the 
next few years i s probably a t t r i b u t a b l e to a combination of reasons, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the g e n e r a l growth of competing o r g a n i s a t i o n s p r o v i d i n g 
populär l e c t u r e s and entertainments. The Borough L i b r a r i a n noted 
i n about the l a t e 1880s t h a t : 
"The I n s t i t u t i o n i s very populär, although s i n c e the 
establishment of the Free L i b r a r y the number of members 
has been somewhat reduced'.' (100) 
Whatever the reasons, the f a c t was t h a t support d e c l i n e d , and i n 1896 
the f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n of the I n s t i t u t i o n was most u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . A 
l o c a i newspaper e d i t o r i a l o u t l i n e d the growth and importance of the 
Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e and recommended t h a t readers should take 
advantage of some of i t s f a c i l i t i e s such as the reading room and l i b r a r y , 
i n order that the u n p a r a l l e l e d programmes of weekly entertainment which 
i t provided i n the winter months should not be l o s t t o the town (101). 
I t was c l e a r l y recognised at t h i s time that u n l e s s more support came 
from the p u b l i c , the I n s t i t u t i o n would need t o d o s e . That support d i d 
not m a t e r i a l i s e , and i n J u l y 1898 i t was r e g r e t f u l l y decided by members 
t o wind up the a f f a i r s of the I n s t i t u t i o n (102). In December that year 
the b u i l d i n g was s o l d by p u b l i c a u c t i o n for £5,400 (103) v;hich enabled 
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the debts to be discharged and l e f t the I n s t i t u t i o n w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e 
c a p i t a l i n hand. Meantime, the members had decided t o approach the 
Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n w i t h a view t o an amalgamation, on c e r t a i n terms. 
The Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n would provide £2,000 for a l i b r a r y to be 
b u i l t on a s i t e at the rear of the Athenaeum, of which £300 was t o be 
a b u i l d i n g maintenance fund, and about £200 spent on new books. I t 
appears, from l a t e r events, t h a t they had a l s o reserved a t l e a s t some 
of t h e i r o l d L i b r a r y stock and f u r n i t u r e f or the new b u i l d i n g (104). 
Another £2,000, or thereabouts, was t o be vested i n a j o i n t body of 
trustées, and used to dëfray the différence i n s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s f or 
those members who t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n but 
continued to pay t h e i r former r a t e s of 10s. and 7s. per annum. Thèse 
main terms were agreed by the members of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n , and 
the Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e f o r m a l l y ceased t o e x i s t i n 1899. 
However, the t r a n s f e r of i t s membership,which was predominantly female, 
and the requirement that a l i b r a r y should be e s t a b l i s h e d of a popular 
c h a r a c t e r , ensured that the impact of the Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e 
made a very deep impression on the a f f a i r s of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n , 
which has been described i n Chapter 5.2. 
6 . 4 STONEHOUSE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE 
The upward trend i n the memberships of the Plymouth and 
Devonport based mechanics' i n s t i t u t e s i n the l a t e 1840s seems to have 
encouraged a few people a t Stonehouse to consider e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r 
own i n s t i t u t i o n . A f t e r a i l , the p o p u l a t i o n had now increased to about 
ten thousand, and there was no p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n there yet of any 
k i n d . 
"Stonehouse i s , f o r i t s own i n t e r e s t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y s i t u -
ated, as i t has on e i t h e r s i d e a l a r g e and populous town. 
From i t s l o c a l i t y i t i s n e c e s s a r i l y a second-rate town, ... 
Stonehouse a f f o r d s a very l a r g e amount of support t o most 
of the i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the neighbouring towns. Could i t 
not apply i t s own funds p r i m a r i l y t o i t s own aggrandize-
ment,to increase i t s own importance, ... Why should the 
youth of Stonehouse be o b l i g e d to go n e a r l y a m i l e and a 
h a l f to hear a l e c t u r e of a w i n t e r ' s n i g h t ? Why should 
parents permit such an h i a t u s to be f e l t i n Stonehouse? 
Why, i f they wish t o read the p e r i o d i c a l s , must they go 
to t h e i r s i s t e r towns?'.' (105) 
The e a r l i e s t référence to a mechanics' i n s t i t u t e at Stonehouse seems 
to be an account i n the l o c a l press of a p r e l i m i n a r y meeting i n 
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e a r l y January 1847 (106). I t was attended mainly by tradesmen, 
mechanics and young people, and there was gênerai agreement t h a t a 
separate i n s t i t u t e was désirable f o r Stonehouse because of i t s growth 
i n p o p u l a t i o n and the i n c r e a s i n g désire of i t s i n b a b i t a n t s f o r Know-
ledge. A s t e e r i n g coiranittee of twenty people was appointed t o make 
a p p r o p r i a t e arrangements and r e p o r t back t o the gênerai meeting. By 
the end of January between 200 and 300 p r o s p e c t i v e members had made 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t known (107) and an o f f i c i a i Committee of t w e n t y f i v e 
members was e l e c t e d i n e a r l y February, from which i t appears t h a t the 
Stonehouse Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e was now f o r m a l l y i n e x i s t e n c e . An 
éditorial dated 10 February 1847 o f f e r e d some adv i c e to the young o r g a n i 
s a t i o n : 
"The présent I n s t i t u t e i s s i t u a t e d between two r i v a i s , r i c h e r 
and consequently b e t t e r a b l e t o o f f e r inducements t o the p u b l i 
and whose a f f a i r s ... are c a r r i e d on w i t h great judgement. 
I t w i l l consequently be d i f f i c u l t t o f o l l o w i n t h e i r t r a c k . 
Another p l a n must be s t r u c k out, which can be very w e l l done, 
as i n s p i t e of the name, the two I n s t i t u t e s i n q u e s t i o n are 
now more f o r the middle c l a s s than f o r the mechanic. In 
Plymouth, r a r e l y i s a mechanic seen i n the lecture-room, ... 
and never i n the l i b r a r y or reading-room; both of which are 
but l i t t l e frequented. Devonport c e r t a i n l y o f f e r s much 
gre a t e r inducements, and i s t h e r e f o r e more a t t r a c t i v e . ... 
Yet, comparatively speaking, there are few of the working 
c l a s s , ... we think i t could do the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e 
a t Stonehouse no harm t o t r y f o r twelvemonths something 
l e s s grand, more i n t e r e s t i n g , more comfortable, more c h i t -
c h a t t y than t h e i r contemporarles, (108) 
T h i s w e l l meant advice does not seem t o bave been f o l l o w e d , t o judge 
by the programme of c l a s s e s which suggests more of a m i d d l e - c l a s s 
f l a v o u r : French,' Music, Drawing, S i n g i n g , Mathematics, A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
drawing, and N a t u r a l h i s t o r y . Thèse c l a s s e s and meeting were held at 
f i r s t i n à p r i v a t e bouse i n Union St. (109), but the I n s t i t u t i o n wanted 
to have i t s own b u i l d i n g l i k e the other o r g a n i s a t i o n s . The f i n a n c i a l 
s i t u a t i o n made i t impossible t o achieve a completely separate b u i l d i n g 
f o r themselves, but i t was p o s s i b l e t o p a r t i e i p a t e i n a c o l l e c t i v e 
s o l u t i o n . A spécial committee was appointed to make arrangements f o r 
the érection, on a good c e n t r a l s i t e , o f a l a r g e b u i l d i n g which would 
serve Stonehouse as a Townhall, County Court, P o l i c e S t a t i o n , Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e , and place for p u b l i c meetings. The Lord of the Manor, the 
E a r l of Mt. Edgcumbe, generously gave a s i t e i n f a s h i o n a b l e Emma P l a c e , 
provided the b u i l d i n g stone, and a l s o took. £100 of the £1 shares which 
were issued t o r a i s e the necessary £4,500 c a p i t a l (110). The r e s u i t 
was t h a t Stonehouse had acquired i t s new "Townhall" i n 1850, although 
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as i t could not be a true t o w n h a l l , not being i n an o f f i c i a i borough, 
the b u i l d i n g was named St. George's H a l l . The Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e 
had formed o n l y a p a r t of the movement which had achieved the b u i l d i n g , 
but they enjoyed the use of classrooms and a l i b r a r y and reading room. 
I t seems t o have become known and r e f e r r e d t o as the L i t e r a r y and 
S c i e n t i f i c I n s t i t u t e , r a t h e r than i t s f i r s t name of Stonehouse Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e . 
The I n s t i t u t e was d e s t i n e d t o have o n l y a short e x i s t e n c e , 
and very l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e about i t . The S e l e c t Committee 
on P u b l i c L i b r a r i e s i n 1849 included a r e t u r n from Stonehouse i n i t s 
survey of mechanics' i n s t i t u t e s (111), from which i t i s learned t h a t the 
main users were tradesmen, the s u b s c r i p t i o n was 2s. 6d. par q u a r t e r , 
the L i b r a r y contained 700 volumes, and issued 1,000 volumes per annum. 
Hudson (112) agrées w i t h the 1849 statement of 250 members, but r e p o r t s 
the L i b r a r y as having 550 volumes and 1,500 annual i s s u e s . 
The I n s t i t u t e o b v i o u s l y had t o pay r e n t to the managers of 
St. George's H a l l , although the a c t u a l amount i s not known. I t s income 
would have been o n l y about £30 p.a. from 250 members @ 2s. 6d., which 
was a s m a l l sum on which to c a r r y out a programme of l e c t u r e s , c l a s s e s 
and l i b r a r y , p l u s rent. I t must have gone i r i t o debt v i r t u a l l y as 
soon as i t moved i n t o St. George's H a l l , and by March 1854 the sum 
owing t o the D i r e c t o r s of t h a t p r o p e r t y was over £50; t h e i r a f f a i r s 
were " c o n s i d e r a b l y embarrassed" (113), and were probably wound up soon 
af t e r w a r d s , although d i r e c t o r i e s r e f e r t o t h e i r rooms i n St. George's 
H a l l as l a t e as 1857 - almost c e r t a i n l y t h a t was simply out of date 
i n f o r m a t i o n (114). The d e s t i n a t i o n of the l i b r a r y volumes i s completely 
unknown. 
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6.5 WORKING MEN'S ASSOCIATIONS 
By t h e mid 1840s the mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s had g e n e r a l l y 
moved away from the o r i g i n a i purpose of p r o v i d i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r 
the needs of mechanics and other working men, and had become recog-
n i s a b l e middle c l a s s i n s t i t u t i o n s . In doing so, they had al r e a d y 
f a i l e d t o become the means whereby the working c l a s s c o u l d become a 
l i t e r a t a , r e a d i n g s e c t i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n , and a r e a c t i o n set i n , 
t a k i n g the form o f a wave of o r g a n i s a t i o n s under many différent ñames 
but broadly d e s c r i b e d as working men's a s s o c i a t i o n s . The i n t e n t i o n 
o f such o r g a n i s a t i o n s was t h a t they would be founded by the working 
c l a s s f o r the working c l a s s , maintained by them, and managed by them, 
thus av o i d i n g t h e problem o f w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d but i n t e r f e r i n g p h i l a n -
thropy which had b a c k f i r e d on the mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s . The Three 
Towns took a contemporary pa r t i n the gene r a l t r e n d , w i t h a l a r g e 
number of o r g a n i s a t i o n s forming i n the 1840s and t h e next two décades, 
under such ñames as "mutual improvement" o r "mental improvement" 
s o c i e t i e s , "working men's a s s o c i a t i o n " , and s i m i l a r t i t l e s . The 
number of working men's a s s o c i a t i o n s was s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e , across 
the country, t o e s t a b l i s h a c e n t r a i o r g a n i s a t i o n i n London, the 
Working Men's Club and I n s t i t u t e Union; and even i n 1896 t h e r e were 
s t i l i 520 c l u b s i n membership w i t h i t , u s i n g i t s s e r v i c e s such as a 
le n d i n g and référence l i b r a r y o f 8,000 volumes from which t he c l u b 
l i b r a r l e s c o u l d borrow (115). 
The próblem w i t h the m a j o r i t y o f the working men's o r g a n i -
s a t i o n s was c h i e f l y t h a t they la c k e d funds; they o f t e n had a small 
membership and the s u b s c r i p t i o n s were n e c e s s a r i l y low. Consequently 
i t was d i f f i c u l t t o provide the range of e d u c a t i o n a l and r e c r e a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s f o r which t h e c l u b s were e s t a b l i s h e d , and many members 
became disenchanted when t h e i r e xpectations were not r e a l i s e d . Although 
the basic i n t e n t i o n was t h a t the cl u b s should be s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g , many 
o n l y managed t o s u r v i v e i n r e a l i t y because o f annual donations and g i f t s 
from wealthy patrons and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s . One librarían who had f i r s t -
hand knowledge o f the working men's a s s o c i a t i o n s and t h e i r problems was 
W. H. K. Wright, Borough Librarían of Plymouth, who had p r e v i o u s l y worked 
f o r at l e a s t t e n years as Se c r e t a r y and Librarían t o one of the l a r g e s t 
c l u b s i n the Three Towns. In 1877 he was i n v i t a d t o read the very f i r s t 
paper of the f i r s t L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Annual Conference, and chose as 
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h i s subject The best means of promoting tbe free l i b r a r y movement in 
small towns and villages; i n the course o f h i s paper he reviewed some 
o f t h e previous types o f l i b r a r y P r o v i s i o n , i n c l u d i n g working men's 
Club s : 
"And what, as a r u l e , can be s a l d of a Working Men's 
Club l i b r a r y ? A few hundred volvmies o f odd books 
gathered together from the four corners o f the town, 
without any attempt a t j u d i e i o u s s e l e c t i o n or systematic 
arrangement. A few books, perhaps, o f a s o l i d c h a r a c t e r , 
which have c r e p t i n q u i t e by a c c i d e n t , but the m a j o r i t y 
of the voi'umes are mere o u t c a s t s from p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s -
few which a Student w i l l care t o read, none t h a t a b i b l i o ­
p h i l e would p r i z e - an t i q u a t e d e d i t i o n s o f musty d i v i n i t y , 
or obsolete s c i e n t i f i c t r e a t i s e s , which have l a i n on the 
shelves of t h e i r former owners lon g enough t o accumulate 
the dust of a g e n e r a t i o n , unknown, unread ...'.' (116) 
No wonder the working man was d i s a p p o i n t e d , and t h e c l u b s o f t e n f a i l e d 
o r l i n g e r e d i n a h a l f dormant State.. 
By t h e i r v e r y n a t u r a , many of these c l u b s were s m a l l and 
Short-lived, the r e c o r d s o f t h e i r e x i s t e n c e a r e o f t e n scanty,and the 
re c o r d s o f t h e i r l i b r a r y P r o v i s i o n even s c a r c e r . A recent study by 
Lewis of the adult education movement i n the Three Towns has shown t h a t 
a very l a r g e number of working men's o r g a n i s a t i o n s e x i s t e d i n the 
area, but i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o e s t a b l i s h c h r o n o l o g i c a l l i n k s between 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s o f the same name which e x i s t e d at d i f f e r e n t dates. He 
found t h a t at l e a s t t e n o r g a n i s a t i o n s were founded between 1843, when 
tbe f i r s t one was recorded l o c a l l y , and 1849, and i n the f o l l o w i n g 
decades the numbers were: 1850-9 5, 1860-9 23, 1870-9 4, 1880-9 26 
and 1890-9 11 (117). About h a l f were connected w i t h churches and chapel: 
i n Plymouth, about 43% o f the Ang l i c a n churches and 40% o f the d i s s e n t i n g 
chapels had working men's groups o f some ki n d ; i n Devonport t he f i g u r e s 
were 70% and uhder 20% r e s p e c t i v e l y , and at Stonehouse 33% and 43%. 
Not every O r g a n i s a t i o n which e x i s t e d has n e c e s s a r i l y s u r v i v e d i n the 
r e c o r d s , so the i n t e r e s t i n g apparent emphasis on A n g l i c a n o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
can o n l y be noted as i n t e r e s t i n g r a t h e r than s i g n i f i c a n t . In most 
cases the s u r v i v i n g r e f e r e n c e s c o n t a i n no mention o f l i b r a r i e s or 
readi n g rooms, but the few scraps o f Information which have come t o 
l i g h t have been organised t o present b r i e f accounts i n t u r n o f Plymouth, 
Devonport and Stonehouse. 
The e a r l i e s t attempt i n the Three Towns t o p r o v i d e the working 
men's needs f o r education, a f t e r the mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s had f a i l e d . 
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was i n Plymouth, where the PLYMOUTH MUTUAL INSTRUCTION SOCIETY was 
i n e x i s t e n c e i n e a r l y 1843 (118) . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t o n l y because o f 
being t h e f i r s t known, f o r although l e c t u r e s were held t h e r e i s no 
r e f e r e n c e t o a l i b r a r y or newsroom; the ot h e r s which w i l l be mentioned 
are e x c l u s i v e l y those f o r which some l i b r a r y or read i n g room r e f e r e n c e 
does e x i s t . 
The PLYMOUTH WORKING MEN'S MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1847 i n connection w i t h the Plymouth Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t e . I t was formed 
" ... f o r the purpose o f communicating i n s t r u c t i o n i n 
re a d i n g , w r i t i n g and a r i t h m e t i c and other branches o f 
u s e f u l knowledge, t o those more e s p e c i a l l y who have 
not enjoyed the b e n e f i t s o f school education'.' (119) 
I t was open t o men and youths over s i x t e e n years o l d , f o r an entrance 
f e e o f 6d. and a weekly s u b s c r i p t i o n o f I d . at f i r s t and 2d. per week 
by 1849. According t o Hudson, t h e r e were 150 members i n 1847 and 
1848, and s u c c e s s f u l c l a s s e s had been held i n re a d i n g , w r i t i n g , a r i t h ­
metic and composition (120). The membership then dropped s l i g h t l y , 
p o s s i b l y because o f the r i s e i n s u b s c r i p t i o n s t o 2d; i n October 1851 
t h e r e were l O l members, mostly a p p r e n t i c e s , who had the use o f the 
c l u b f a c i l i t i e s f i v e evenings per week (121). There was a sm a l l 
l i b r a r y , from which 535 i s s u e s had been made i n t h e previous year; i t 
had c o n s i s t e d i n 1849 of about 200 volumes o f both l i t e r a t u r e and science, 
many o f which had been presented by gentlemen o f the town and neighbour­
hood; more such donations o f "unwanted volumes" were welcomed because 
o f "the eager d e s i r e which e x i s t s f o r perusing t h e works i n t h e L i b r a r y " 
(122). The A s s o c i a t i o n had disappeared by 1864 (123). 
LOWER ST. WORKING MEN'S ASSOCIATION was e s t a b l i s h e d i n about 
1858, p r i m a r i l y as a newsroom (124); i t was a l s o known as MR. ELDRED 
BROWN'S NEWSROOM FOR WORKING MEN, from the name o f i t s main foxonder and 
patron. In 1862 i t was open f r e e o f charge on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, from 7 - 9 p.m. (125), and had about e i g h t y members. There 
was a " l i b r a r y " o f 167 volumes i n the reading room as w e l l as the l o c a l 
and London d a i l y papers. The l a s t known r e f e r e n c e was 1865 (126). 
SHAFTESBURY COTTAGES WORKING MEN'S ASSOCIATION was i n e x i s t e n c e 
i n 1861 (127) and continued u n t i l at l e a s t 1869 (128). In 1865 i t had a 
l i b r a r y o f about 600 volumes and a reading room (129), and the name of 
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the L i b r a r i a n i n 1868 and 1869 was W. Woodley (130). 
ST. ANDREWS WORKING MEN'S ASSOCIATION appears t o bave been 
the l a r g e s t and longest l i v e d o r g a n i s a t i o n of i t s type i n Plymouth. 
E s t a b i i s h e d i n December 1860, i t s purpose was: 
"... t o provide f o r the working c l a s s i n s t r u c t i o n and 
amusement o f a b e n e f i c i a i and e l e v a t i n g tendency',' (131) 
and i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o f i n d t h a t i t s s u b s c r i b e r s i n c l u d e d four l a d i e s . 
I t p r o v i d e d l e c t u r e s and c l a s s e s i n r e a d i n g , w r i t i n g , a r i t h m e t i c , 
s i n g i n g , drawing, French, science and a r t . I t was t h i s A s s o c i a t i o n i n 
which W.H.K. Wright he l d o f f i c e as S e c r e t a r y from 1865, and he almost 
c e r t a i n l y spent much o f b i s time i n connection w i t h the l i b r a r y and 
newsroom and compiled the catalogne which was p r i n t e d i n 1876 (132); 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y no copy o f t h a t p u b l i c a t i o n seems t o bave s u r v i v e d . The 
A s s o c i a t i o n changed i t s name and moved i t s l o c a t i o n t o the Octagon 
where i t was s a i d t o bave a capacious reading room and l i b r a r y i n 1872 
(133). A p p a r e n t l y the A s s o c i a t i o n d e c l i n e d a f t e r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
f r e e elementary education and the establishment o f the r a t e supported 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y , but l i n g e r e d i n some reduced form u n t i l 1887 (134). 
Althongh the working men's a s s o c i a t i o n s i n c l u d e d many young 
men, such as a p p r e n t i c e s , some estab i i s h m e n t s were fonnded p a r t i c n l a r l y 
f o r t h e younger group. A p a r t i c n l a r l y sùccessful one was KITTO WORKING 
LAOS' INSTITUTE, which was e s t a b i i s h e d i n abont 1884 i n S t i l l m a n St. 
Members had t o be over fourteen years o l d , and t h e i n s t i t u t e was open 
every evening from 7 - 1 0 p.m. f o r education and r e c r e a t i o n . The edu-
c a t i o n was l a r g e l y of a p r a c t i c a l and t e c h n i c a l n a t u r e , such as shorthand, 
f r e t w o r k , mechanics, and seamanship. There was a l s o a games room and a 
r e a d i n g room. ' 
"For the studious-minded t h e r e i s a s m a l l but u s e f u l l i b r a r y , 
t o which Mrs. Tannar, of P o r t l a n d Sq. , r e c e n t l y gave two 
p a r c e l s of v a l u a b l e volumes" (135) 
Somewhere i n Plymouth, and probably a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an o r g a n i -
s a t i o n s i m i l a r t o the one j u s t d e s c r i b e d , was MRS. STIDSTON'S LIBRARY 
FOR WORKING LADS, of which a p r i n t e d catalogne e x i s t e d i n the L o c a i 
Department of the Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y i n 1892 (135). The 
surname i s unnsual, so perhaps t h i s l a d y was r e l a t e d t o the draper of 
t h a t name who was l i v i n g i n Plymouth i n abont 1850, according t o 
l o c a i d i r e c t o r i e s . 
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At Devonport a Dockyard School was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1844 and 
t h i s p r o v i d e d compulsory education f o r the a p p r e n t i c e s and v o l u n t a r y 
education f o r other youths i n the Dockyard t r a d e s ; t h i s might have 
had some e f f e c t on the extent t o which b a s i c l i t e r a c y c l a s s e s on the 
mutual improvement p r i n c i p i e were e s t a b l i s h e d , but thére was s t i l l 
p l e n t y o f scope f o r s e i f help o r g a n i s a t i o n s among a d u l t s and youths 
at Devonport, where the mechanics' I n s t i t u t e had a l s o become l a r g e l y 
a middle c l a s s I n s t i t u t i o n as i n Plymouth. The DEVONPORT MENTAL 
IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY was i n e x i s t e n c e i n 1846-7, and h e l d a t e a i n 
February 1846 t o r a i s e funds f o r a l i b r a r y (136). The DEVONPORT 
WORKING MEN'S INSTITUTE was e s t a b l i s h e d i n November 1850, and met a t 
the Temperance H a l l i n Fore S t . , where t h e r e was a l i b r a r y i n 1852 (137). 
The DEVONPORT WORKING MEN'S ASSOCIATION was i n e x i s t e n c e i n 1863, when 
i t was "somewhat dependent upon p u b l i c support" and was p o s i t i v e l y 
encouraging t h e patronage of the Lord of the Manor and gentry i n the 
neighbourhood (138); an aside remark i n an address, t o the e f f e c t , 
" d i d t he l i b r a r y bere have a copy o f Samuel Smiles' hook?" shows t h a t 
a l i b r a r y d i d e x i s t i n t h a t year. In 1865 the annual meeting was t o l d 
about new accommodation which was being prepared f o r the A s s o c i a t i o n 
at Wood's A u c t i o n Rooms, Fore S t . , where thè upper f l o o r would be 
r e a d i n g and b a g a t e l l e rooms. I t was a l s o r e p o r t e d t h a t the L i b r a r y had 
been i n c r e a s e d by d o n a t i o n s , and more donations were e a m e s t l y requested 
(139) . An i n t e r e s t i n g point a r i s i n g from the account of- t h i s meeting 
was t h a t , although the a i d of the g e n t r y was being a c t i v e l y sought, i t 
was emphasised t h a t the committee a f f a i r s were i n the hands o f working 
men, so t h i s appéars t o be a S i t u a t i o n of harmonious Cooperation and 
n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e by the middle c l a s s p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s . The DEVONPORT 
WORKING LADS' INSTITUTE opened i n November 1882, and had a range of 
e d u c a t i o n a l and r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . The s u b s c r i p t i o n was 6d. per 
month, and the b e n e f i t s were "a l a r g e r e a d i n g room" and a " l i b r a r y " , 
n e i t h e r o f which were described (140). 
Düring the speeches which accompanied the demise of the 
Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e i n 1881, r e f e r e n c e was made not o n l y 
t o t h e g e n e r a l f a i l u r e of the movement t o p r o v i d e f o r the needs o f the 
working c l a s s , but a p a r a l l e l was drawn w i t h the f a i l u r e which had 
a l s o o c c u r r e d among the working men's c l u b s . I t was r e c a l l e d t h a t the 
Three Towns had a dozen such c l u b s , but t h a t none remained i n e x i s t e n c e 
u n t i l t h a t year (141). Although t h e s t a t i s t i c s were not compatible 
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w i t h t h o s e vmcovered by Lewis (for t h e r e were c l e a r l y more than a 
dozen), i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o l e a r n t h a t the impression e x i s t e d i n 
1881 t h a t o r g a n i s a t i o n s of t h a t k i n d were a l r e a d y defunct. 
Stonehouse i s reputed t o have had an e a r l y o r g a n i s a t i o n f o r 
working men i n the 1840s, which became l i n k e d w i t h the Stonehouse 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e as the STONEHOUSE MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT CLASS (142), 
and p o s s i b l y thereby sharing the former's l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n f o r i t d i d 
not seem t o have any of i t s own. Two years l a t e r , i n September 1847, 
the STONEHOUSE WESLEYAN MUTUAL INSTRUCTION SOCIETY was e s t a b l i s h e d ; i t 
was not a t y p i c a l working men's a s s o c i a t i o n , but r a t h e r a general mutual 
improvement s o c i e t y , c o n s i s t i n g of Sunday School t e a c h e r s who met every 
f o r t n i g h t t o l i s t e n t o an improving paper read by a member. A l i b r a r y 
was formed as a n a t u r a l c o r o l l a r y , and i n 1850 i t had 200 volumes (143), 
some o f which had no doubt been purchased from the s u b s c r i p t i o n s of 
2s. per member from a membership o f 116. The o r g a n i s a t i o n changed i t s 
name i n 1850, becoming the Stonehouse C h r i s t i a n A s s o c i a t i o n , but n o t h i n g 
more i s known of i t s f a t e or that of i t s l i b r a r y . 
I t i s c u r i o u s t h a t the p o s i t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n on l i b r a r i e s i n 
the group o f a s s o c i a t i o n s which were e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the working c l a s s 
has i n almost every instance been recovered from a c t u a l working men's 
a s s o c i a t i o n s , d e s p i t e the i n t e n t i o n t o i n c l u d e i n t h i s s e c t i o n any 
l i b r a r i e s s u r v i v i n g from mutual improvement s o c i e t i e s and other s i m i l a r 
bodies. I t i s a l s o c u r i o u s t h a t the o n l y l i b r a r y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a 
r e l i g i o u s body seems t o be the Stonehouse example, although about 
h a l f o f t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n s i d e n t i f i e d by Lewis were connected w i t h churches 
or c h a p e l s . The evidence seems too s l e n d e r t o p o i n t t o any p o s i t i v e 
c o n c l u s i o n , f o r t h e r e must have been small c o l l e c t i o n s o f books i n 
some of these other o r g a n i s a t i o n s a l t h o u g h no r e f e r e n c e s s u r v i v e , but 
there i s j u s t a suggestion from the f a c t s which have been recovered 
t h a t t h e r e was p o s s i b l y a stronger attempt t o found l i b r a r i e s i n the 
non-denominational cl u b s which were p a r t i c u l a r l y aimed at working c l a s s 
men. 
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6 . 6 T H E P L Y M O U T H M U T U A L C O O P E R A T I V E A N D I N D U S T R I A L S O C I E T Y 
W h i l s t t h e m e c h a n i c s ' i n s t i t u t e s w e r e f a i l i n g i n t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l a i m s b y b e c o m i n g m i d d l e c l a s s i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d t b e w o r k i n g 
m e n ' s c l u b s w e r e f a i l i n g t b r o u g b i m p o v e r i s b m e n t , a n o t h e r t y p e o f 
l i b r a r y w a s s p r e a d i n g w b i c h w a s e s s e n t i a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d b y t b e w o r k i n g 
c l a s s f o r t b e w o r k i n g c l a s s , b u t v i n d e r f J L n a n c i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s w b i c b 
e n a b l e d t b e m t o o p e r a t e w i t b c o m p a r a t i v e s u c c e s s u n t i l e v e n t u a l l y 
o v e r t a k e n b y t h e r a t e - s u p p o r t e d p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s . T h è s e w e r e t h e 
l i b r a r i e s o f c o o p é r a t i v e t r a d i n g s o c i e t i e s . T h e h i s t o r y o f t h i s t y p e 
o f l i b r a r y b a s r e c e i v e d c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i n l i b r a r y 
h i s t o r y s t u d i e s , a l t h o u g h t o u c h e d u p o n b r i e f l y b y K e l l y ( 1 4 4 ) a n d 
a t g r e a t e r l e n g t h b y N i c h o l s o n ( 1 4 5 ) ; i n b o t h c a s e s t h è s e a u t h o r s 
b a v e c o n c e n t r a t e d u p o n t h e e a r l y y e a r s , a n d a f u l l s t u d y o f t h e l i b r a r i e s 
h a s y e t t o b e w r i t t e n . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e a u t h o r h a s h a d t o i n v e s t i -
g a t e t h e g ê n e r a i h i s t o r y o f c o o p é r a t i v e l i b r a r i e s i n o r d e r t o p r o v i d e 
a c o n t e x t a g a i n s t w h i c h t h e l o c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s c o u l d b e s e t , a n d t h i s 
b a c k g r o v i n d i s f i r s t p r e s e n t e d i n t h e n e x t s u b s e c t i o n 6 . 6 . 1 . 
6 . 6 . 1 T h e c o o p é r a t i v e m o v e m ë n t a n d l i b r a r i e s 
T h e I n d u s t r i a l R é v o l u t i o n h a d b r o u g h t a b o u t a c o m p é t i t i v e 
i n d u s t r i a l s y s t e m a n d t h e s t a b i l i s a t i o n o f l a b o u r c o n d i t i o n s a t p o v e r t y 
l e v e l , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e t e x t i l e a r e a s o f n o r t h e r n E n g l a n d i n t h e 
e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . T h e e a r l i e s t e x p e r i m e n t s i n c o o p é r a t i o n w e r e 
i s o l a t e d a t t e m p t s b y g r o u p s o f w o r k e r s t o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m s o f s u b s i s -
t e n c e ; t h e y i n c l u d e d a n e a r l y e x p e r i m e n t w i t b c o o p é r a t i v e c o r n m i l l s 
a t C h a t h a m a n d W o o l w i c h i n 1 7 6 0 , a b a k e r y o p e n e d b y t h e S h e e m e s s 
E c o n o m i c a l S o c i e t y i n 1816, t h e e a r l i e s t r e t a i l s t o r e a t F e n w i c k i n 
1 7 6 9 , a n d t h e 1 8 1 2 p i o n e e r s y s t e m o f d i v i d e n d p u r c h a s e s a t L e n n o x t o w n 
( 1 4 6 ) . H o w e v e r , t h è s e i s o l a t e d a t t e m p t s w e r e n o t t h e r e a l r o o t s o f t h e 
m o v e m ë n t w h i c h c a m e a b o u t t o p r o v i d e a n a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e c o m p é t i t i v e 
i n d u s t r i a l s y s t e m . T h e n e c e s s a r y s o c i a l p h i l o s o p h y w a s l a c k i n g u n t i l 
t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y w h e n R o b e r t O w e n , i n s p i r e d b y t h e i d e a s o f 
t h e S w i s s r e f o r m e r F e l l e n b e r g ( 1 4 7 ) , p r o m o t e d t h e i d e a o f " V i l l a g e s o f 
c o o p é r a t i o n " , s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g c o m m v i n i t i e s , i n w h i c h a n e m p h a s i s w a s 
a l s o l a i d o n é d u c a t i o n . I n t h e 1 8 2 0 s a n d 1 8 3 0 s t h è s e c o o p é r a t i v e 
p r i n c i p l e s o f p o l i t i c a l e c o n o m y w e r e w i d e l y p r o m o t e d , a n d s e v e r a l c o o p é r -
a t i v e s o c i e t i e s w e r e f o r m e d , i n c l u d i n g L o n d o n ( 1 8 2 1 ) , B r i g h t o n ( 1 8 2 8 ) 
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and Birmingham (1828). In 1830 the B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n f o r Promoting 
Cooperative Knowledge was e s t a b l i s h e d . 
The e a r l y c o o p e r a t i v e movement was not t h e o n l y working 
c l a s s movement which was i n t e r e s t e d i n p r o v i d i n g independent elementary 
and s p e c i a l i s t education f o r i t s members, and the u n d e r l y i n g motive of 
independent working c l a s s education was p a r t i c u l a r l y captured by 
Thomas Hodgskin when he wrote i n 1823 t o urge the establishment o f a 
London Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e : 
" I t would be b e t t e r f o r men t o be d e p r i v e d of education than 
t o r e c e i v e t h e i r education from t h e i r masters; f o r education 
i n t h a t sanse i s no b e t t e r than the t r a i n i n g o f the c a t t l e 
t h a t are broken t o the yoke .... The workers o f London 
must ... found the new i n s t i t u t e at t h e i r own expense'.' (148) 
The e a r l y cooperators shared t h i s view, and t h e y placed a strong emphasis 
on education, w i t h meetings f o r mutuai improvement and making plans t o 
a s s i s t t h e education o f members' c h i l d r e n . One of t h e i r most important 
e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s was the p u b l i c a t i o n and c i r c u l a t i o n of p e r i o d i -
c a l s t o promote c o o p e r a t i o n . At l e a s t ten t i t l e s began i n the 1820s 
and n e a r l y t h i r t y i n t h e next decade, although many were s h o r t - l i v e d 
(149). Some s o c i e t i e s , such as B r i g h t o n , Birmingham and L i v e r p o o l , 
e s t a b l i s h e d l i b r a r i e s as an important v e h i c l e f o r education; and the 
B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n f o r Promoting Cooperative Knowledge e s t a b l i s h e d a 
l i b r a r y i n i t s London headquarters, from which i t sent books t o v a r i o u s 
c o o p e r a t i v e s o c i e t i e s . In 1832 twenty-three out of the f i f t y - f o u r 
s o c i e t i e s represented at the T h i r d Cooperative Congress report e d t h a t 
they had a l i b r a r y (150). The l a r g e s t , belonging t o London F i r s t 
s o c i e t y , had 2O0 volumes; the s m a l l e s t " l i b r a r y " r e p o r t e d was four 
volumes, and s e v e r a l s o c i e t i e s merely s a i d t h a t t h e i r l i b r a r i e s were 
" s m a l l " ; the median s i z e o f t h e l i b r a r i e s f o r which stock f i g u r e s were 
given was 50 - 70 volumes. The second l a r g e s t c o l l e c t i o n was 170 
volumes, at Birmingham, where the Cooperative S o c i e t y and Trading Fund 
A s s o c i a t i o n had a c l e a r a c q u i s i t i o n s p o l i c y f o r i t s l i b r a r y . Not 
s u r p r i s i n g l y , i t placed s p e c i a l emphasis on a c q u i r i n g l i t e r a t u r e on 
the c o o p e r a t i v e p r i n c i p l e s o f p o l i t i c a l economy: 
"2. Any works may be r e c e i v e d as d o n a t i o n s , provided they 
are not o f an immoral tendency, but when purchases are 
r a s o i v e d on t h e f o l l o w i n g order s h a l l be observed: I s t , 
works e x c l u s i v e l y on the c o o p e r a t i v e p r i n c i p l e s o f p o l i t i c a i 
economy; 2nd, on domestic economy, a g r i c u l t u r e , and gardening, 
and a r t s , s c i e n c e s , and manufactures; 3rd, on moral and 
s o c i a l p h i l osophy; 4 t h , works on p o l i t i c a l economy g e n e r a l l y ; 
5th, on g e n e r a l l i t e r a t u r e , i n c l u d i n g voyages, t r a v e l s , etc'.'(151) 
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The e a r l y movement of t h e 1820s and 1830s c o l l a p s e d because many man 
became disenchanted w i t h coopération as an answer t o the problem o f 
improving t h e i r c o n d i t i o n and t u m e d t o more r a d i c a i measures such as 
t r a d e unionism, but the work o f the e a r l y s o c i e t i e s and the c o n t i n u i n g 
Owenite movement of the 1830s helped t o c r e a t e c o n d i t i o n s i n which the 
modem cooperative s t o r e movement of the 1840s onwards co u l d become 
e s t a b i i s h e d . 
Although t h e r e i s no s i n g l e beginning t o t h e modem " s t o r e " 
movement, the establishment i n 1844 of the Rochdale P i o n e e r s ' S o c i e t y 
f o r t r a d i n g purposes i s g e n e r a l l y acknowledged t o mark t h e f i r s t success-
f u l foundation of the modem movement. The Rochdale S o c i e t y ' s 
o b j e c t s were: 
"... t o form arrangements f o r t h e pecuniary b e n e f i t , 
and improvement o f t h e s o c i e t y and domestic c o n d i t i o n 
of i t s members, by r a i s i n g a s u f f i c i e n t amount o f c a p i t a l 
... t o b r i n g i n t o opération t h e f o l l o w i n g p l a n s and 
arrangements'.' 
Thèse plans and arrangements i n c l u d e d t h e establishment o f a s t o r e f o r 
t h e s a l e of p r o v i s i o n s and c l o t h i n g , e t c . ; the p r o v i s i o n o f bouses; 
t h e manufacture of such a r t i c l e s as the S o c i e t y might determine; and: 
"... as soon as p r a c t i c a b l e , t h i s s o c i e t y s h a l l proceed t o 
arrange t h e powers o f pr o d u c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n , éducation, 
and government, or i n other words t o e s t a b l i s h a s e l f -
supporting home c o l o n y of u n i t e d i n t e r e s t s , or a s s i s t other 
s o c i e t i e s i n e s t a b l i s h i n g such colonies".' (152) 
In simple terms, the S o c i e t y purchased at wholesale p r i c e s and s o l d at 
p r e v a i l i n g p r i c e s , d i s t r i b u t i n g t h e r e s u l t i n g p r o f i t t o i t s members 
i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e i r purchases ( i . e . d i v i d e n d s ) . Members purchased 
a share, and formed a démocratie s e l f - g o v e r n i n g body, h o l d i n g r e g u l a r 
and fréquent business meetings at which each member had a vot e . T h i s 
Rochdale S o c i e t y was s u c c e s s f u l , and i t was used as a model by many 
new s o c i e t i e s which o f t e n a l s o copied t h e Rochdale model f o r e d u c a t i o n a l 
work. Rochdale was the f i r s t s t o r e s o c i e t y t o set up a s p e c i a l committee 
f o r the d i r e c t i o n o f c o o p e r a t i v e éducation (153), and they set a p r i o r i t y 
on a l i b r a r y and newsroom; t h e s e were founded i n 1849, and were at f i r s t 
f i n a n c e d by v o l u n t a r y s u b s c r i p t i o n s o f 2d. per week from members and by 
a séries o f s p e c i a l g r a n t s made by the S o c i e t y t o i t s L i b r a r y Committee. 
In 18 53 an important change was made t o the arrangements; t h e S o c i e t y 
a l l o c a t e d 2^5% of the t r a d i n g s u r p l u s a n n u a l l y f o r e d u c a t i o n a l purposes, 
and much of t h i s income was spent on t h e l i b r a r y and r e a d i n g room which 
formed the main e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y f o r a few years. 
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The spread o f c o o p e r a t i v e s o c i e t i e s l e d t o the foundation 
o f t h e Cooperative Union i n 1869, which encouraged the formation of 
l i b r a r i e s and reading rooms as p a r t o f the e d u c a t i o n a l work of the 
movement. By 1895, n e a r l y one t h i r d o f the 400 s o c i e t i e s were 
m a i n t a i n i n g l i b r a r i e s , a t a t o t a l c o s t òf about 15% of t h e t o t a l 
E ducation Fund, and about 30% o f t h e t o t a l Education Fund. was being 
spent on the 376 reading rooms which were being maintained by 95 
s o c i e t i e s (154). 
The establishment o f c o o p e r a t i v e l i b r a r i e s was contemporary 
w i t h t he e a r l y p u b l i c l i b r a r y movement, but was not d e l i b e r a t e l y 
c o m p e t i t i v e , being intended t o f i l i gaps i n p r o v i s i o n r a t h e r than t o 
d u p l i c a t e e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t i e s . Some s o c i e t i e s made g r a n t s from t h e i r 
E ducation Fund t o the p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i n t h e i r area, and i n 1897 a 
recommendation was made by t h e Cooperative Congress t h a t expenditure 
on l i b r a r i e s and newsrooms should be l i m i t e d where p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s 
were t a k i n g a c t i o n i n such matters (155). Many co o p e r a t i v e l i b r a r i e s 
were donated or so l d t o p u b l i c l i b r a r y a u t h o r i t i e s (156), as a t 
B r i g h t o n (157) and H a l i f a x (158) r e s p e c t i v e l y . The number o f l i b r a r i e s 
and newsrooms began t o d e c l i n e , but t h e r e were s t i l i 119 l i b r a r i e s and 
365 newsrooms i n 1907. Many l i b r a r i e s were dis p e r s e d a l t o g e t h e r , 
o r were shared out among branch l i b r a r i e s i n o u t l y i n g areas not yet 
served by p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s (159), although a few, l i k e Plymouth and 
Bury (150) continued t o operate f o r many more years. While t he l o c a i 
l i b r a r i e s were d i s a p p e a r i n g , t he Cooperative reference l i b r a r i e s were 
be i n g set up. In 1914 t h e Camegie" United Kingdom T r u s t gave a grant 
towards the establishment o f t h e Cooperative Reference L i b r a r y at 
P l u n k e t t House, D u b l i n ; and t h e r e was a l s o a c o n s i d e r a b l e l i b r a r y at the 
Cooperative Union headquarters i n Manchester (151). 
The p r e c i s e r a n k i n g and importance o f the l i b r a r y o f the 
Plymouth S o c i e t y cannot be f i n a l l y determined m t i l t h e b i s t o r i e s o f 
the i n d i v i d u a i s o c i e t i e s and t h e i r l i b r a r i e s are b e t t e r loiown than at 
present. I t seems, however, t h a t t h e L i b r a r y o f the Plymouth S o c i e t y 
had one of the longest b i s t o r i e s among l i b r a r i e s of i t s t y p e , spanning 
1860 - 1941. In 1874 the Plymouth S o c i e t y was i n the lowest h a l f of 
t a b l e s r a n k i n g s o c i e t i e s i n terms o f membership and c a p i t a l (162), but 
by 1910 i t had the t h i r d l a r g e s t membership and f i f t h l a r g e s t t r a d e 
i n t h e United Kingdom; w i t h t h i s l a r g a membership and resou r c e s i t might 
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be reasonable t o a n t i c i p a t e t b a t t b e S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y would a l s o be 
among t b e most important of i t s k i n d i n the U n i t e d Kingdom. C e r t a i n l y 
i t was among the l a r g e s t . In 1895, when the average bookstock was 
about 2,660 volumes f o r c o o p e r a t i v e l i b r a r i e s , Plymouth had n e a r l y double 
t h e f i g u r e , 4,860 volumes; the average expenditure on l i b r a r i e s was £40 
per annum, but Plymouth i n 1893 spent £170. In t h e same year, 95 
s o c i e t i e s - m a i n t a i n e d 376 reading rooms (average f o u r ) f o r about an 
average o f £120 per s o c i e t y ; Plymouth maintained n i n e r e a d i n g rooms 
i n 1893 f o r about £242, double t h e average expenditure per s o c i e t y but 
m a r g i n a l l y l e s s than the average expenditure per r e a d i n g room (163). 
These s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e Plymouth S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y and 
a s s o c i a t e d newsrooms were of s i g n i f i c a n c e amongst o t h e r s o f t h e i r k i n d . 
The f o l l o w i n g account i s t h e f i r s t study o f the Plymouth 
S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y , although t h e r e are passing r e f e r e n c e s t o i t s e x i s t e n c e 
i n t he h i s t o r i e s of the S o c i e t y . The L i b r a r y ' s own r e c o r d s were 
de s t r o y e d , w i t h the books, d u r i n g the B l i t z o f 1941, and t h e account 
o f i t s h i s t o r y has been r e c o n s t r u c t e d mainly from t h e S o c i e t y ' s 
Q u a r t e r l y accounts ^"d incomplete f i l e s o f i t s p u b l i c a t i o n , a n d Monthly 
Record , through the courtesy of t h e Plymouth and South Devon Cooperative 
S o c i e t y . 
6.6.2 The o r i g i n o f the Plymouth Mutual Cooperative and I n d u s t r i a l 
S o c i e t y , i t s L i b r a r y and Reading Rooms. 
The 1844 Rochdale pioneer experiment i n c o o p e r a t i o n was 
d e s c r i b e d i n G.J. Holyoake's History of the Rochdale Pioneers, a work 
which p r o v i d e d an i n s p i r a t i o n t o many s o c i e t i e s , i n c l u d i n g the Plymouth 
S o c i e t y which was foianded i n 1860, by f a r the e a r l i e s t of t h e Devon 
and C o r n w a l l s o c i e t i e s and a l e a d e r i n t h e Southwest. The d e c i s i o n t o 
found t h e S o c i e t y was made on 27 December 1859 a t a meeting i n a 
shoe-maker's shop i n T i n S t r e e t . The shoemaker was Charles Goodanew, 
a T a v i s t o c k man who had l i v e d i n Plymouth f o r twenty years. In 1836 he 
had j o i n e d the C h a r t i s t s ; he had heard Mr. Holyoake l e c t u r e , and he 
was convinced of the need f o r a change i n the c o n d i t i o n o f t h e working 
c l a s s e s . On Christmass Day 1859 be d i s c u s s e d t h e prospects of t h e 
working man w i t h a couple of l i k e - m i n d e d f r i e n d s , and they read Holyoake's 
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b o o k t o g e t h e r . T w o d a y s l a t e r t h e m a t t e r w a s d i s c u s s e d b y a l a r g e r 
g r o u p o f t e n f o u n d e r m e m b e r s , c o n s i s t i n g o f s i x s h o e m a k e r s , t w o 
c a r p e n t e r s , a p a i n t e r a n d a m a s o n ; t h e y w e r e j o i n e d b y e i g h t m o r e 
p e o p l e a t a m e e t i n g o n 3 J a n u a r y 1 8 6 0 , w h e n e a c h s u b s c r i b e d 1 / - p l u s 
3 d w e e k l y , t o f o r m t h e P l y m o u t h M u t u a l C o - o p e r a t i v e a n d I n d u s t r i a i 
S o c i e t y L t d . O t h e r s j o i n e d , a n d w i t h i n a f e w w e e k s t h e c a p i t a l h a d 
g r o w n t o £ 5 , w h i c h w a s s p e n t o n r e n t i n g a n u p s t a i r s r o o m i n a b o u s e 
i n C a t t e S t . a t I s . l O d . p a r w e e k , a n d b u y i n g 5 0 s . w o r t h o f c o m m o d i t i e s . 
T h e y b e g a n t r a d i n g - w i t h b o r r o w e d s c a l a s i B e f o r e t h e e n d o f t h e f i r s t 
q u a r t e r t h e S o c i e t y w a s a b l e t o e x t e n d i t s a c c o m m o d a t i o n b y l e a s i n g t h e 
g r o u n d f l o o r . A f t e r s e v e n w e e k s ' t r a d i n g , t h e f i r s t q u a r t e r ' s a c c o u n t 
a n d r e p o r t s h o w e d 7 2 m e m b e r s , a n d a p r o f i t r e s u l t i n g i n a d i v i d e n d o f 
I s . 2 d . i n t h e £ . 
T h i s w a s v e r y g r a t i f y i n g t o t h e p i o n e e r s ; b u t t h e p r o f i t 
f r o m t r a d i n g w a s n o t t h e i r o n l y c o n c e r n . T h e y w e r e s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t i v e 
o f t h e e d u c a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s o c i e t i e s , a n d s e t a s i d e 
3 s . o f t h e f i r s t p r o f i t s f o r e d u c a t i o n a l p u r p o s e s . T h e f i r s t e d u c a t i o n a l 
a c t i v i t y w a s t h e s e t t i n g u p o f a l i b r a r y a n d r e a d i n g r o o m i n t h e u p s t a i r s 
r o o m w h i c h w a s a l s o u s e d a s a m e e t i n g r o o m . O n e o f t h e o r i g i n a i r u l e s 
d r a w n u p b y t h e S o c i e t y w a s t h a t 2 ^ % o f n e t p r o f i t s h o u l d b e s e t a s i d e 
f o r e d u c a t i o n a l p u r p o s e s ; t h i s f o l l o w e d t h e R o c h d a l e m o d e l . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y i t s i m p l e m e n t a t i o n w a s d e l a y e d b e c a u s e o f a l e g a i p r o b l e m , 
b u t b y 1 8 6 4 t h e r u l e h a d b e e n r e i n s t a t e d i n t h e Rules a n d w a s i n 
o p é r a t i o n . M e a n w h i l e t h e S o c i e t y w a s s o s u c c e s s f u l t h a t i n i t s t h i r d 
q u a r t e r i t t o o k ' a l a r g e r h o u s e a n d s h o p i n K i n t e r b u r y S t r e e t , a n d i t 
e n d e d t h e f i r s t y e a r ' s t r a d i n g w i t h 9 0 m e m b e r s a n d a p r o f i t o f £ 5 4 . 
A t e a p a r t y w a s h e l d t o c e l e b r a t e , a t w h i c h n e a r l y £ 6 p r o f i t w a s m a d e ; 
t h i s m o n e y w a s d e v o t e d t o t h e p v u r c h a s e o f b o o k s , b e n c h e s , a n d a t a b l e 
f o r t h e l i b r a r y a n d r e a d i n g r o o m , w h i c h h a d b e e n t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e 
r o o m a b o v e t h e s h o p i n K i n t e r b u r y S t r e e t . T h o m a s R e y n o l d s , o n e o f t h e 
t e n p i o n e e r s , r e m e m b e r e d : 
" . . . t h a t T h o m a s R e y n o l d s , J o s h u a G l i d d o n , a n d E d w a r d 
T r a v e r s w e r e a p p o i n t e d t o v i s i t a s e c o n d - h a n d b o o k s t o r e , 
k e p t b y a M r s . F o r w a r d , i n E b r i n g t o n S t r e e t , a n d t o s e l e c t 
a n d p u r c h a s e b o o k s w h i c h t h e y c o n s i d e r e d s u i t a b l e f o r t h e 
r e a d i n g a n d e n l i g h t e n m e n t o f t h e m e m b e r s . T h i s w a s 
a c c o m p l i s h e d ; a n d t h o s e v o l u m e s , s u p p l e m e n t e d b y b o o k s 
p r e s e n t e d b y t h e m e m b e r s , o r l e n t o u t o f t h e i r p e r s o n a l 
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p r o p e r t y , f o r m e d t h e n u c l e u s o f t h e p r e s e n t l i b r a r y . 
M r . J o s h G l i d d o n was e l e c t e d l i b r a r i a n and t h a t 
d u t y he c a r e f u l l y c a r r i e d o u t . From t h e v e r y s t a r t 
we t o o k c a r e t o have a r e a d i n g r o o m ; and m e e t i n g s 
f o r d i s c u s s i o n and d e b a t e s q u i c k l y fo l lowed' . ' (164) 
T h e 7 t h q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t i n S e p t e m b e r 1861 announced t h a t 
"A room f o r i n s t r u c t i o n and amusement, f r e e t o a l l members , i s a b o u t 
t o be o p e n e d e v e r y e v e n i n g d u r i n g the week, f r o m 7 t o 10'.' The 8 t h 
q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t i n December 1861 e l a b o r a t e d t h a t t h e room was 
" p r o v i d e d w i t h b o o k s and p a p e r s , f o r t h e accommodat ion o f members 
and t h e i r f r i e n d s ' . ' A t t h i s s t a g e , i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e v e s t i g i a l 
l i b r a r y was f o r r e f e r e n c e o n l y . By M a r c h 1862 t h e o p e n i n g hoiurs had 
been r e d u c e d t o 8 -10 p . m . , b u t c h e s s and d r a u g h t s had been added t o 
the a t t r a c t i o n s . In 1864 t h e S o c i e t y moved t o 3 C o r n w a l l S t r e e t . 
The L i b r a r y o p e n i n g h o u r s were u n c h a n g e d , b u t t h e s e r v i c e was soon t o 
be e x t e n d e d f o r t h e 2 1 s t q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t i n M a r c h 1865 s t a t e d t h a t 
"a p e r s o n a t t e n d s S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g s , f r o m 9 t o l O p . m . t o change t h e 
books l e n t f r o m t h e l i b r a r y ' . ' In the n e x t r e p o r t , t h e " p e r s o n " was 
r e f e r r e d t o f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e as "the l i b r a r i a n " . By December 1868 
the l e n d i n g s e r v i c e was e x t e n d e d t o 8-10 p . m . on S a t u r d a y s . 
The E d u c a t i o n Fund o f 2^5% o f t h e n e t p r o f i t s s l o w l y r o s e 
from £2. 1 5 s . 9 d . i n 1863 , t o £9. 9 s . O d . i n 1869 , and t h e L i b r a r y and 
Newsroom b e n e f i t t e d a c c o r d i n g l y . In 1870 t h e sum o f £13. I s . 8 d . was 
s p e n t on t h e L i b r a r y and Newsroom, o f w h i c h o v e r £8 was s p e n t on b o o k s , 
£3 on p e r i o d i c a l s , and £2. 14s . O d . on b i n d i n g . 
T h e same a c c o u n t s a l s o show t h a t f r o m September 1869 t h e 
L i b r a r i a n r e c e i v e d a q u a r t e r l y payment o f 6 s . 6 d . The L i b r a r i a n was 
a l s o t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t , f o r h i s name i s 
r e c o r d e d on t h e September 1869 a c c o u n t s a s " H . J . B a r t e r , S e c r e t a r y 
and L i b r a r i a n ' . ' In 1869 and 1870 I s . 6 d . and I s . 2 d . r e s p e c t i v e l y 
were p a i d f o r " c a t a l o g u e s f o r the L i b r a r y " , and 6 s . 2 d . i n 1870 f o r 
u n s p e c i f i e d a l t e r a t i o n s o f t h e L i b r a r y . 
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B y M a r c h 1 8 7 1 S a m u e l L a w r e n c e h a d t a k e n o v e r a s S e c r e t a r y f r o m M r . 
B a r t e r a n d w a s p r e s i m i a b l y a l s o L i b r a r l a n , f o r i n 1872 h e u s e d t h e 
t i t l e L i b r a r i a n i n s t e a d o f S e c r e t a r y a t t h e e n d o f t h e E d u c a t i o n 
D e p a r t m e n t r e p o r t . T h e d e m a n d f o r h o m e r e a d i n g m u s t b a v e g r o w n , f o r 
b y J u n e 1 8 7 1 t h e L i b r a r i a n a t t e n d e d T h u r s d a y e v e n i n g s 8 - 1 0 a s w e l l a s 
S a t u r d a y s t o e x c h a n g e b o o k s a n d b i s q u a r t e r l y " p a y " w a s r a i s e d t o l O s . 
T h e g r o w i n g c o l l e c t i o n r e a c h e d o v e r 6 0 0 v o l x m i e s b y J u n e 1 8 7 2 , a n d t h e 
R e a d i n g R o o m w a s s u p p l i e d w i t h L o n d o n a n d l o c a i d a i l y a n d w e e k l y n e w s -
p a p e r s . I n J u n e 1 8 7 3 F r e d e r i c k D y e r w a s L i b r a r i a n , a n d h e l d t h e o f f i c e 
f o r t h e n e x t t h r e e y e a r s , d u r i n g w h i c h t h e C a t a l o g n e w a s r e v i s e d a n d 
p r i n t e d , n e w s p a p e r r a c k s w e r e p u r c h a s e d , a n e w c l o c k w a s i n s t a l l e d a n d 
m i n o r r e p a i r s c a r r i e d o u t t o t h e L i b r a r y . T h e L i b r a r i a n ' s s a l a r y w a s 
i n c r e a s e d f r o m l O s . t o 1 5 s . p e r q u a r t e r i n M a r c h 1 8 7 3 , t h e n t o £ 1 i n 
M a r c h 1 8 7 4 , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e o f b i s i n d u s t r y o n t h e i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r 
o f n e w b o o k s ( t h e b o o k f u n d w a s £ 2 5 p l u s £5 b i n d i n g ) . E x t r a h e l p w a s 
n e e d e d , a n d l O s . w a s p a i d t o s o m e o n e i n M a r c h 1 8 7 6 f o r a s s i s t a n c e t o 
t h e L i b r a r i a n . B y 1 8 7 6 , t h e r e f o r e , t h e L i b r a r y a n d N e w s r o o m h a d b e e n 
e s t a b l i s h e d a n d w e r e p o i s e d o n t h e v e r g e o f c o n s i d e r a b l e e x p a n s i o n w h i c h 
w a s m a d e p o s s i b l e - a n d n e c e s s a r y - b y t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e S o c i e t y 
i t s e l f . 
6 . 6 . 3 T h e g r o w t h o f t h e S o c i e t y 1 8 6 0 - 1 9 1 4 , a n d t h e p l a c e o f t h e 
L i b r a r y w i t h i n i t . 
The success of the So c i e t y i s i n d i c a t e d by the growth of 
membership and net p r o f i t shown by the f o l l o w i n g s t a t i s t i c s , which a l s o 
i n d i c a t e the amount a l l o c a t e d to the Education Fund. 
%of 
Year Members Three Towns Net p r o f i t Education Fund 
p o p u l a t i o n £ £ 
1860 90 .01 54 
1870 270 .4 148 3 
1880 5,154 3.7 12,851 304 
1890 13,972 9.0 33,218 691 
1900 25,653 13.8 76,611 1,522 
1910 38,035 18.2 121,554 e s t . 3,038 
1914 42,125 >20 148,542 e s t . 3,712 
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S t a r t i n g as a g r o c e r y s e r v i c e i n 1860, the S o c i e t y r a p i d l y 
extended i t s range of s e r v i c e s by 1900 t o the f o l l o w i n g : 1865 f u e l , 
1867 butchery, 1868 bakery, 1870 footwear and drapery, 1877 t a i l o r i n g , 
1880 mortgage business, 1883 d a i r y , 1888 farm produce, 1894 f u r n i s h i n g , 
1898 b u i l d i n g . Most r e t a l i departments e v e n t u a l l y had branches, but 
i t was u s u a l l y the grocery s e r v i c e which f i r s t spread i n t o a new 
d i s t r i c t . The f i r s t branches were opened i n Plymouth, but almost from 
the beginning dockyard men and government employees had taken a deep 
i n t e r e s t i n the S o c i e t y , and i n 1877 premises were a c q u i r e d i n Ross S t . , 
Morice Town, f o r a grocery branch, f o l l o w e d by another i n Duke S t . , 
Devonport, 1879; as e a r l y as 1875 a grocery shop opened i n A d e l a i d e S t . , 
Stonebouse. Branches of the v a r i o u s s e r v i c e s spread a network throughout 
the Three Towns, and even across the Tamar to T o r p o i n t i n 1885. I n 1899 
t h e r e were : 26 g r o c e r i e s ; 22 b u t c h e r i e s ; 9 d a i r i e s ; 7 boot shops; 6 
drapery and f u r n i s h i n g s ; and v a r i o u s f a c t o r i e s and warehouses. By 1910 
there were more than 1,200 employees, and over 38,000 members, the l a t t a r 
forming over 18% of the Three Towns p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s , then was the 
L i b r a r y ' s community; i t s p o l i c y and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n were the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
of the S o c i e t y ' s Education Department, which was e s t a b l i s h e d e a r l y i n the 
S o c i e t y ' s b i s t o r y . 
I t has a l r e a d y been shown th a t i n 1864 a r u l e d i r e c t e d t h a t 
2*5% of the net p r o f i t s h o u l d be a l l o c a t e d f o r e d u c a t i o n a l work; a t f i r s t 
t h i s work seems to bave c o n s i s t e d of the L i b r a r y and Reading Room under 
the c o n t r o l of the General Committee of Management. Soon, t h i s c o n t r o l 
was delegated, and the Rules o f 1872 c a s t some l i g h t on the o r g a n i s a t i o n 
of the Education Department. The Education Fund was under the management 
of a s p e c i a l committee ( c o n s i s t i n g of f i v e members, a l i b r a r i a n and a 
t r e a s u r e r ) which was r e s p o n s i b l e t o the q u a r t e r l y meetings of the S o c i e t y 
f o r the proper d i s p o s a i of the fund. Three of the f i v e members together 
w i t h the L i b r a r i a n and T r e a s u r e r were e l e c t e d i n A p r i i , and the remaining 
two members i n October. General meetings of the Education Department 
were h e l d each qu a r t e r t o r e c e i v e the r e p o r t of the Committee and t o 
t r a n s a c t business. The a u t h o r i t y of the Education Committee was 
c o n s i d e r a b l e but i t was not allowed t o take any new premises without 
the s p e c i a l s a n c t i o n of the S o c i e t y . In p r a c t i c e i t appears t h a t from 
1869 the o f f i c e s of s e c r e t a r y and l i b r a r i a n were h e l d by one person, 
but i t appears o f f i c i a l l y i n the 1880 R u l e s , where i t was s p e c i f i e d : 
"the l i b r a r i a n to a c t as s e c r e t a r y , and on a l i o c c a s i o n s the l i b r a r i a n 
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and t r e a s u r e r t o a c t under the d l r e c t i o n s of the above committee'.' 
(Twlgg shows i n Appendix 7 o f b i s Outli-ne history of co-operative 
education that the f i r s t appointment of a " f u l l t i m e education 
s e c r e t a r y " at Plymouth was i n 1879, the e a r l i e s t i n the South West 
S e c t i o n . His d e f i n i t i o n o f the term " f u l l t i m e education s e c r e t a r y " 
i n c l u d e d l i b r a r i a n s performing p a r t or a l i o f s e c r e t a r i a l d u t i e s (163) ). 
I t was a l s o r u l e d t h a t : "In case the reading rooms or l i b r a r y be on 
the S o c i e t y ' s premises, r e n t or gas s h a l l not be charged f o r the same'.' 
The L i b r a r y always remained a s i n g l e , c e n t r a i department i n Plymouth; 
but a nimiber of branch r e a d i n g rooms were founded throughout the 
Three Towns, o f t e n attached t o r e t a l i o u t l e t s which, i n accordance with 
the r u l e , bore the cost o f the accommodation. 
The r e l a t i v e importance of the L i b r a r y as an e d u c a t i o n a l 
a c t i v i t y changed c o n s i d e r a b l y throughout i t s h i s t o r y . I n the f i r s t 
two decades the L i b r a r y and Reading Room were the main e d u c a t i o n a l 
f u n c t i o n s , t a k i n g up a h i g h percentage of the a v a i l a b l e funds. From 
1877 t o 1890 the main network of branch newsrooms was e s t a b l i s h e d , 
r e d u c i n g the percentage expenditure on the L i b r a r y i t s e l f but a t l e a s t 
making reading m a t e r i a l s more w i d e l y a v a i l a b l e i n the form of newspapers 
and magazines. The emphasis then began t o move towards other a c t i v i t i e s . 
I n 1883 c l a s s e s were h e l d i n French and Shorthand, and i n 1888 the 
Co-operative Union's f i r s t examinations i n A d u l t Co-operation were h e l d , 
f o r which the S o c i e t y p r o v i d e d c l a s s e s , together with u s e f u l s u b j e c t s 
such as book-keeping, dressmaking, and r e c r e a t i o n a l c l a s s e s i n music 
and the support'of an " o r c h e s t r a i band'.', In 1889 the monthly Plymouth 
Record began p u b l i c a t i o n . I n 1895 the Co-operative C h o i r was formed. 
Ambulance c l a s s e s began i n 1896. Lectures and outings were arranged. 
These, and other a c t i v i t i e s , were under the auspices o f the Education 
Department, and although the annual income in c r e a s e d from the S o c i e t y ' s 
net p r o f i t s , i t had to be spread more t h i n l y , as the f o l l o w i n g approximate 
breakdowns w i l l show. I n 1870 the whole of the education fund expenditure 
was on the L i b r a r y (74%) and Newsroom (26%); by 1880 t h i s had d e c l i n e d t o 
45% and 24% r e s p e c t i v e l y , 1890 22% and 25%, and by 1910 was 16% and 8%; 
(the f i g u r e s f o r 1910 are a r t i f i c i a l l y low because they exclude a 
p r o p o r t i o n of the c e n t r a i b u i l d i n g c o s t s f o r maintenance e t c ) . 
Although, u n l i k e many s o c i e t i e s , "the maintenance of an 
adequate l i b r a r y " continued t o be a s p e c i f i c o b j e c t i v e i n the Rules 
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u n t i l 1945, i t took t h l r d p l a c e a f t e r "The malntenance of an e f f l c i e n t 
E d u c a t l o n S t a f f " and "The p r o d u c t i o n of the S o c i e t y ' s Record': 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , hearing i n mind the growth of the f r e e p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s 
l o c a l l y , and the general p o l i c y o f the Co-operative Union n o t t o 
compete w i t h s e r v i c e s b e t t e r p r o v i d e d by other agencies, such as l o c a i 
government, i t i s a matter o f some i n t e r e s t t h a t the L i b r a r y continued 
t o e x i s t a t a l i as an o f f i c i a l l y r e c o gnised and comparatively expensive 
f u n c t i o n u n t i l i t was burned by bombing i n 1941. How d i d i t achieve 
t h i s entrenched p o s i t i o n ? And why d i d the newsrooms f a l l ? 
6.6.4 The development of the L i b r a r y 1876-1914 
In 1877 the grocery business moved out of the house i n 
K i n t e r b u r y S t . t o other accommodation, a l l o w i n g the Education Department 
t o occupy the whole of the upper f l o o r and apparently to separate the 
L i b r a r y and Reading Room. The L i b r a r y was rearranged, and the L i b r a r i a n ' s 
new hours f o r i s s u i n g books t o the 445 borrowers were : 
Wednesday Oct. 1 - Mar. 21 7 - 9 
Apr. 1 - Sept. 30 8 - IO 
Saturday 7 - 9 
Issues f o r the h a l f year June 1876 - March 1877 were 7,310, ' 
which suggests heavy usage of the s m a l l stock of a few hundred voliomes. 
C e r t a i n l y i t was popular enough t o j u s t i f y extending i t s s t o c k and 
s e r v i c e s , and the L i b r a r y was now on the verge of r a p i d expansion, made 
p o s s i b l e by the g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d a l l o c a t i o n s which were b e i n g made to 
the Education Fund as the S o c i e t y ' s net p r o f i t i ncreased. I n 1870 the 
income from t h i s source was £16, 1875 £75, 1880 £304, a f t e r which i t 
remained about £400 f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . The L i b r a r y and Reading Room 
was s t i l i the main f u n c t i o n of the Education Department, and the e x t r a 
funding made expansion p o s s i b l e . While the expansion of the news rooms 
now began, as d e s c r i b e d below, the expenditure on new books f o r the 
L i b r a r y soared from about £8 i n 1870 t o £25 i n 1875, £40 i n 1878, and 
£72 i n 1879, w i t h increases a l s o i n expenditure on b i n d i n g . Mr. F r o s t , 
the L i b i r a r i a n appointed i n 1876, had t o cope w i t h t h i s , and i n 1878 an 
A s s i s t a n t L i b r a r i a n , P. F l y n n , was appointed; he was p a i d £1 per q u a r t e r , 
the same as the L i b r a r i a n ! Then Mr. F r o s t was e l e c t e d onto the General 
Committee of Management, and Mr. F l y n n was e l e c t e d L i b r a r i a n ; Mr. E.C. 
Burton became A s s i s t a n t L i b r a r i a n i n 1879 and was soon t o become L i b r a r i a n . 
273. 
Thus the i n f u s i o n of new blood c o i n c i d e d w i t h the expansion of r e s o u r c e s , and 
"the s i g n i f i c a n t and h a l f - s t a r v e d L i b r a r y underwent a t r a n s ­
forma t i o n . The books were c l a s s i f i e d , an i n d i c a t o r i n t r o d u c e d , 
l a r g a numbers of books were added, and a catalogne prepared ... ; 
borrowers increased r a p i d l y , and a t h i r d evening f o r i s s n e 
was necessary'.' (164) 
F u l l t i m e opening had become necessary, and i n 1879 the Edncation 
Committee recommended the appointment of a "permanent l i b r a r i a n " t o devote 
the whole of b i s time t o the work; furthermore, they recommended t h a t Mr. 
Bnrton, A s s i s t a n t L i b r a r i a n , should be o f f e r e d the post. The Q u a r t e r l y 
Meeting o f the S o c i e t y agreed t h a t there should be a "permanent l i b r a r i a n " , 
but were lanable t o appoint Mr. Burton as t h i s would bave been c o n t r a r y to 
the new Rules which had j u s t been adopted and were due to come i n t o 
o p e r a t i o n i n 1880. I n these R u l e s , the L i b r a r i a n was an o f f i c e r , and as 
such had t o be e l e c t e d annnally a t the A p r i i meeting of the S o c i e t y . 
Conseqnently, an e l e c t i o n was h e l d f o r the post of L i b r a r i a n i n mid or l a t e 
1879 t o make the f i r s t appointment f o r the remainder of the S o c i e t y ' s year. 
Two candidates were nominated; Mr. Charles Goodanew, one of the o r i g i n a i 
Plymouth p i o n e e r s , and E.C. Burton. Mr. Goodanew won by a narrow margin 
but enjoyed o f f i c e o n l y f o r a few months, f o r when the 1880 Rules came 
i n t o o p e r a t i o n he was d i s q u a l i f i e d from standing because he was a shop-
keeper, and "No member having an i n t e r e s t i n a s i m i l a r Trading S o c i e t y , or 
being a shop-keeper, s h a l l be e l i g i b l e f o r any o f f i c e i n t h i s S o c i e t y " (165). 
Three candidates were nominated; Mr. Burton was e l e c t e d auid i t says much 
f o r bim t h a t he was from that time r e - e l e c t e d L i b r a r i a n a n n u a l l y unopposed 
u n t i l b i s r e t i r e m e n t i n 1916. 
The L i b r a r y was soundly e s t a b l i s h e d as the r e s u l t o f e x t r a 
accommodation, g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d f i n a n c e and an e n t h u s i a s t i c f u l l time 
l i b r a r i a n . T his change was r e f l e c t e d i n the response by u s e r s . L i b r a r y 
membership soared from under 500 i n 1877 t o n e a r l y 1400 i n 1883, and 
i s s u e s r o s e i n the same p e r i o d from about 10,500 t o over 21,000 p.a. 
There must have been a very r a p i d i n c r e a s e i n stock i n the next couple 
of y e a r s , f o r i n 1885 when the L i b r a r y was v i s i t e d during the L i b r a r y 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s Annual Confarance i n Plymouth, i t was d e s c r i b e d as 
comprising about 3,500 volumes (166). Growth t h e r e a f t e r must have 
been slow, f o r the stock had reached only 4,680 v o l m e s by 1894, but 
i t was o b v i o u s l y i n very great demand. As the stock grew, so d i d the 
i s s u e s , and an approximate r a t i o o f IO i s s u e s : 1 volimie was maintained 
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up t o 1912/13, In which year over 116,OCX) Issues were recorded on 
about 12,000 volimies. The stock was c l o s e d access, and an i n d l c a t o r 
system was i n use. An " a l p h a b e t ! c a l " p r i n t e d catalogue was compiled 
i n 1884 by Mr. Burton and s o l d at 3d. par copy, and a c l a s s i f i e d l i s t 
of the books was shown on the I n d l c a t o r (167), I n 1895 the complete 
Catalogue was p r i n t e d i n s e c t i o n s i n centre suppléments of the Record 
so t h a t members c o u l d c o l l e c t a copy f r e e of charge. The arrangement 
of t h l s Catalogue was " c l a s s i f i e d o r d e r " , and the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
c o n s i s t e d of broad s u b j e c t c l a s s e s , w i t h i n which the arrangement was 
a l p h a b e t i c a l by author. These c l a s s e s are shown i n Table 22 • 
I n 1894 the S o c i e t y ' s new C e n t r a l Block i n F r a n k f o r t S t . 
was opened, but l a c k e d s u f f i c i e n t space f o r the L i b r a r y and Newsroom, 
r 
which were i n s t a l l e d i n n e a r l y 15/16 F r a n k f o r t S t . Here, the L i b r a y 
was i n s t a l l e d on the f i r s t f l o o r , where the f r o n t room was the hook 
s t o r e and the back room contained the i n d i c a t o r , which was now 
lengthened c o n s i d e r a b l y ; a s e r v i c e opening was c o n s t r u c t e d between the 
rooms. The newsroom was on the adjacent f i r s t f l o o r of number 16, w i t h 
a swing door from niamber 15 (which provided the only en trance) . The 
ground f l o o r was probably used f o r shop or Storage. Above the L i b r a r y 
i n niomber 15 was a room f o r band p r a c t i c a (!) and meetings; above the 
Newsroom, accommodation f o r the dressmaking s e r v i c e and récréation. 
The new L i b r a r y arrangements were approved by members, f o r i t was 
r e p o r t e d t h a t hundreds of new borrowers became members and i s s u e s topped 
46,000 t h a t y e a r . 
O c c a s i o n a i s t a t i s t i c s over the next few years p r o v i d e some 
Inform a t i o n on the r e l a t i v e importance of différent s u b j e c t s , i n r e l a t i o n 
t o the t o t a l s t o c k , and i n r e l a t i o n t o the t o t a l i s s u e . These bave been 
converted i n t o percentages and are shown i n Table 22 , where i t w i l l be 
seen t h a t f i c t i o n and j u v e n i l e books account f o r 86% i s s u e s i n 1894/5 
and 93% i n 1912/3. The stock of C l a s s E, on éducation, law and p o l i t i c a i 
economy, which are r e l e v a n t to the c o - o p e r a t i v e movement, i s low i n 
p o p u l a r i t y - l e s s than 1% of i s s u e s , although 4% of the s t o c k : The 
heavy borrowing of f i c t i o n seems t o i n d i c a t e a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n t o 
contemporary p u b l i c l i b r a r y i s s u e s t a t i s t i c s , but no records bave 
s u r v i v e d t o i n d i c a t e the extent t o which t h e i r memberships c o i n c i d e d . 
Many people probably borrowed from both l i b r a r i e s , but i t seems t h a t the 
P.M.C.I.S. L i b r a r y was p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l t o members who were not 
C l a s s 1894/5 1901/2 1912/3 
Vols . 
% 
Issues 
% 
V o l s . 
% 
Issues 
% 
V o l s . 
% 
Issues 
% 
A. Theology and philosophy 2.2 0.4 1.6 0.4 1.2 0.1 
B. Biography and correspondence 5.0 0.8 3.8 0.5 2.8 0.3 
C. A r t s , s c i e nce and n a t u r a l h i s t o r y 6.0 2.0 4.7 1.8 4.1 1.0 
D. H i s t o r y , voyages and t r a v e l s 10.2 3.4 7.9 2.0 6.3 1.2 
E. Education, law and p o l i t i c a l economy 4.3 0.9 4.5 0.7 4.0 0.4 
F. Novels, t a l e s e t c . 45.7 73.6 54.4 78.2 58.4 79.2 
G. Poetry and drama 1.9 0.5 1.2 0.2 0.9 0.2 
H. J u v e n i l e 11.1 12.4 9.8 11.6 10.3 14.1 
I. M iscellaneous 3.0 2.6 2.2 0.2 1.8 0.1 
J . Magazines and p e r i o d i c a l s 10.6 3.4 8.6 3.0 7.5 2.4 
K. (added 1897) Music 1.3 1.4 1.5 0.8 
L. (added 1907) P a i n t i n g s t u d i e s 1.2 0.2 
T o t a l % 100 100 100 lOO 100 100 
A c t u a l 
T o t a l 4,861 46,826 8,383 67,499 12,028 
116,172 
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ratepayers and who p r e f e r r e d not t o o b t a i n the r a t e p a y e r ' s guarantee 
which was necessary before j o i n i n g the p i b l i c l i b r a r i e a I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
to note t h a t i n 1894 i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t many o f the new borrowers 
i n c l u d e d those "who cannot be e x a c t l y d e s c r i b e d as working c l a s s members'.' 
By 1897 an extension was r e q u i r e d f o r t h e C e n t r a l B u i l d i n g , 
and the L i b r c i r y was moved t e m p o r a r i l y from i t s a d j a c e n t s i t e t o Radford 
P l a c e t o the n o r t h e a s t of the town centre . The i s s u e immediately dropped 
by s e v e r a l thousand, which was e x p l a i n e d by the " i s o l a t e d p o s i t i o n " of 
these temporary premises; most of the readers were coming from the "east 
p a r t " of Plymouth, Devonport members were handicapped by the longer 
d i s t a n c e , and the nim±)er of borrowers was s m a l l compared t o the previous 
three years next t o the C e n t r a l B u i l d i n g . I t seems l i k e l y t h a t the 
problem of d i s t a n c e f o r Devonport members was o n l y accentuated, not 
'created, by the temporary L i b r a r y l o c a t i o n ; f o r when a d o s e look was 
taken of the newsrooms i n 1898 the suggestion was p u t forward t h a t i t 
might be b e t t e r f o r the money used f o r t h e i r upkeep t o be a p p l i e d to 
e s t a b l i s h i n g branch l i b r a r i e s , o b v i o u s l y w i t h a Devonport branch i n 
mind, although nothing was dona immediately. 
The C e n t r a l Extension was opened on Sept. 27, 1899, and the 
"Cooperative S o c i e t y ' s I n s t i t u t e " ( v i z . the E d u c a t i o n Department) on 
the second and t h i r d f l o o r was o f f i c i a l l y opened by the Chairman of the 
Education Committee d e s p i t e the unfortunate f a c t t h a t there had not been 
s u f f i c i e n t time to f i t up the L i b r a r y and Reading Rooml The l a t t a r were 
o f f i c i a l l y opened on F r i d a y I s t December, and were soon i n f u l l swing. 
The L i b r a r y and Newsroom were l o c a t e d on the second f l o o r , above the 
shops, together w i t h a l e c t u r e t h e a t r e capable o f s e a t i n g 300 people; 
on the t h i r d f l o o r were the I n s t i t u t e ' s c l a s s r o o m , S e c r e t a r y ' s o f f i c e 
and committee room, p l u s m i l l i n e r y and dressmaking s e r v i c e s ; the f o u r t h 
f l o o r was a stockroom. The L i b r a r y t h e r e f o r e b e n e f i t t e d more than aver 
before by people belng a t t r a c t e d i n t o the b u i l d i n g both f o r shopping and 
c o n s i d e r a b l e e d u c a t i o n a l and r e c r e a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n s . A nimiber of changes 
were i n c l u d e d i n the new L i b r a r y accommodatlon. The i n d i c a t o r had been 
a b o l i s h e d because i t was never very popular and b a l f of the borrowers 
l e f t i t to s t a f f to band out a "reasonable hook?. A b a r r i e r was placed 
around three s i d e s of the L i b r a r y now so t h a t although c l o s e d access 
s t i l i operated members could f o r the f i r s t time walk aroiuid and see the 
books. L i s t s of books were plac e d on a long desk f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n . 
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arrangea as on the former i n d i c a t o r , ajid a new catalogue was q u i c k l y 
p u b l i s h e d f o r use at home. Issues immediately recovered t h e i r former 
l e v e l and surpassed them t o achieve over 60,000 f o r the year 1900/01. 
In the same year n e a r l y £300 was spent on books, b i n d i n g and p e r i o d i c a l s , 
the h i g h e s t expenditure of ainy l o c a l l i b r a r y except the rate-supported 
p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s . In September 1900 the Education Committee reported 
g l e e f u l l y t h a t the Borough L i b r a r i a n had re p o r t e d a f a l l i n g o f f of 
i s s u e s because of the war - but there was no f a l l i n g o f f o f the 
Cooperation L i b r a r y , r a t h e r , an increaseî They wondered whether the 
f a l l i n g o f f of the Borough L i b r a r y was due t o the opening of the 
Cooperative L i b r a r y ? 
I t seems t h a t members of the S o c i e t y h e l d d i v i d e d o p inions 
about the L i b r a r y . In a d i s c u s s i o n about the adequacy of i t s s t o c k , 
i n 1898, i t was p o i n t e d out t h a t i f every member wished t o borrow 
t h e r e would not be enough books f o r them. Opponents to L i b r a r y 
expansion p o i n t e d out t h a t thiere was no need f o r the L i b r a r y because 
t h e r e were f r e e l i b r a r i e s i n Plymouth and Devonport. This was 
countered by the argument t h a t non-ratepayers were handicapped by having 
t o get a ratepayer's guarantee. Although many co - o p e r a t i v e l i b r a r i e s 
elsewhere were being c l o s e d because of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of p u b l i c 
l i b r a r i e s , there does not seem t o bave been any s e r i o u s attempt t o 
disband t h i s one. I t was e v i d e n t l y s a t i s f y i n g many members and was 
apparently the most popular of the S o c i e t y ' s e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . 
Indeed, at the above debate i n 1898 the Committee gave i t s assurance 
t h a t i t would iri c r e a s e the L i b r a r y stock as much as p o s s i b l e because 
of i t s p o p u l a r i t y w i t h members. I t repeated t h i s assurance i n 1900, 
and e x p l a i n e d t h a t the reason why the stock f i g u r e s were not showing 
much i n c r e a s e was because of the r a t e of replacements r e q u i r e d through 
wear and t e a r . (The o n l y i n d i c a t i v e q u a n t i f i c a t i o n found was i n 1895, 
when the annual stockcheck showed th a t between 300 and 400 books - i . e . 
about 7-9% - were u n f i t f o r f u r t h e r use). N e v e r t h e l e s s , the t o t a l stock 
c r e p t up from 5,851 volumes i n 1899 t o 7,880 i n 1902, and reached over 
12,000 i n 1912, a f t e r which i t seems t o bave s t a b i l i s e d around t h a t 
f i g u r e . 
Even t h i s modest stock expansion made i t necessary f o r the 
f o u r t h s i d e of the L i b r a r y t o be s h e l v e d - i n 1901, when i t was c a l c u l a t e d 
t h a t , at the e x i s t i n g r a t e , i n two years' time the L i b r a r y would bave t o 
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e x p a n d i n t o t h e L e c t u r e R o o m o r a b r a n c h l i b r a r y w o u l d b a v e t o b e 
o p e n e d a t D e v o n p o r t . i t i s n o t o l e a r w h e t h e r t h e r a i s i n g o f t h e 
b o r r o w i n g l i m i t t o t w o b o o k s f r o m 1 7 F e b r u a r y 1902, w a s d u e t o a 
s e n s e o f s e r v i c e o r a m e a n s o f e a s i n g t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n p r o b l e m i 
T h e p r o b l e m o f f a i r c i r c u l a t i o n o f p o p u l a r s t o c k w a s s a f e g u a r d e d b y 
l i m i t i n g m e m b e r s t o b o r r o w i n g o n e b o o k f o r s t u d y f r o m C l a s s , A , B , C , 
D , E o r K , i n a d d i t i o n t o o n e f i c t i o n b o o k , b o r r o w e d o n t h e s a m e c a r d . 
A " f l o r a l s t u d y " ( f o r c o p y i n g b y p a i n t i n g o n s c r e e n s , v a s a s , e t c . ) 
c o u l d b e b o r r o w e d i n a d d i t i o n t o a b o o k ; t h e s e f l o r a l s t u d i e s , f i r s t 
i n t r o d u c e d i n 1 9 0 1 , f o r m a l l y b a c a r n e C l a s s L i n 1907. A c o p y o f t h e 
R u l e s o f t h i s p e r i o d a p p e a r s i n o n e o f t h e s u r v i v i n g b o o k s a n d i s s h o w n 
i n F i g . 28. 
T h e e x p a n s i ó n o f s t o c k a n d s e r v i c e s m u s t b a v e p l a c e d a 
s t r a i n o n t h e s m a l l L i b r a r y s t a f f . W h e n t h e L i b r a r y h a d f i r s t o p e n e d 
a l i d a y o n w e e k - d a y s ( f r o m I O a . m . , n o c l o s i n g t i m e s p e c i f i e d ) i n 1879/80 
t h e L i b r a r í a n w a s a p p a r e n t l y t h e o n l y m e m b e r o f s t a f f . F r o m 1884 t h e 
a c c o u n t s show 1 0 / - p e r q u a r t e r f o r a n A s s i s t a n t , w h i c h p o i n t s t o a v e r y 
s m a l l a m o u n t of h e l p ( t h e L i b r a r i a n ' s s a l a r y w a s £ 1 5 . 18s. O d . p e r 
q u a r t e r ) . I n 1 8 8 9 the A s s i s t a n t ' s s a l a r y j u m p e d t o £2. 8 s . 4 d . a n d 
£ 3 . 1 3 s . 5 d . , w h i c h s u g g e s t s a c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e i n h o u r s . T h e 
j o i n t s a l a r i e s of L i b r a r í a n a n d A s s i s t a n t r o s e g r a d u a l l y , b u t n o p o s t s 
w e r e a d d e d t o t h e L i b r a r y , a l t h o u g h t h e r e w a s a n a t t e n d a n t o r c a r e t a k e r 
i n t h e E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t w h o p r o b a b l y t o o k c a r e o f t h e R e a d i n g R o o m . 
T h i s s t a f f o f t w o w e r e a p p a r e n t l y m a n n i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g o p e n i n g h o u r s 
i n 1902 : 
M o n d a y 1 0 - 5 
T u e s , T h u r s , F r i . 1 0 - 8 
W e d n e s d a y I O - 1 
S a t u r d a y 1 0 - 9 
T h e y a c q u i r e d , p r o c e s s e d a n d i s s u e d t h e s t o c k , a n d m a i n t a i n e d t h e 
c a t a l o g u e . D u r i n g a n a n n u a l s u m m e r d e s i a r e o f t h r e e w e e k s , n o r m a l l y i n 
A u g u s t , t h e y c o n d u c t e d a s t o c k c h e c k a n d h a d t o f i n d t i m e f o r t h e i r 
h o l i d a y s . M o r e o v e r , i t m u s t b e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t h e L i b r a r i c U i w a s 
S e c r e t a r y o f t h e E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t a n d h a d m a n y n o n - l i b r a r y d u t i e s . 
H e a c c e p t e d e n q u i r i e s a n d a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r c o u r s e s , e d i t e d t h e Record, 
a n d m u s t b a v e b e e n d e e p l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f o t h e r 
a c t i v i t i e s . N o w o n d e r t h a t t h e v o l u m e o f w o r k g e n e r a t e d b y o v e r 5 , 0 0 0 
b o r r o w e r s a n d a g r o w i n g s t o c k w e r e o u t s t r i p p i n g t h e s t a f f ' s a b i l i t y t o 
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I.—Tlie t i m e a l lowed for R e a d i n g th is B o o k is 
D a y s ; i f de t a ined l onge r than that l i m e a l ine of O n e H a l f -
penny per week , o r po r t i on of a week, w i l l t)c cha rged . 
:YT£ 2 . — A l l fines due mus t he pa id o n d e m a n d , or i n default 
thereof, the IVlcmber sha l l be dep r ived of tl ie benefit of the 
î^f^ L i b r a r y u n t i l the debt is d i s c h a r g e d . 
Plymouth Mutual Co-operative and Industrial 
Society's Library 
^ K U L E S . 
3.—.Any M e m b e r r e q u i r i n g a book longer than the t i m e 
specified m a y , o n p r o d u c t i o n of C a r d of M e m b e r s h i p , have i t 
renewed, p r o v i d e d no p rev ious app l i ca t i on lias been m a d e 
**-a for it . 
" ' 4 . — B o r r o w e r s of B o o k s are he ld res |)onsible for the s ame 
^ un t i l r e tu rned to the L i b r a r i a n . I n cases of loss or d a m a g e , 
f i ' ^ l l i e Ijorrower s i i a l l m a k e s u c h repivration as tl ie C o m m i t t e e 
jfV) n iay de t e rmine . 
5.—.Members mus t hii (ill occasions produce, their Ciinis, 
and make t l i e i r o^vn se lec t ion f rom tlie Indica tor . 
6 . — C h a n g e of res idence m u s t be not i f ied to tl ie L i b r a r i a n 
1 
r i - ^ as soon as ¡)üssiblc after the date of such r e m o v a l . 
LIBRARY JHOURS: 
M o n d a y , 10 to 6 ; T u e s d a y , T h u r s d a y , and F r i d a y , 10 to 8 ; 
W e d n e s d a y , 10 to 1 ; Sa tu rday , 10 to 9. 
E , C , B U R T O N , ÎCibrarian. 
J . i V . Î)K.MC1H,I.V, f H I \ l l . l l , C I . V . M M L l l I 
F i g . 28 Plymouth Mutual Cooperative and I n d u s t r i a l 
s o c i e t y . L i b r a r y r u l e s , c. 1900, 
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cope. Acconnnodation too remained a problem. In 1906 I t was p o i n t e d 
out t b a t tbe stock bad outgrown the accommodation, and there would be 
no s h e l f room f o r tbouscinds of books i f tbey were c a l l e d i n f o r the 
annual stock check. In any case, the s t a f f could not cope w i t h the 
volimie of work i n the three weeks allowed. I t was curranged i n s t e a d 
t h a t the L i b r a r y would remain open d u r i n g August, and the Librcurian 
would stop the i s s u e of books one s e c t i o n a t a time f o r s t o c k c h e c k i n g . 
From t h i s time onwards the r e g u l a r p u b l i c a t i o n o f l i b r a r y 
s t a t i s t i c s seems t o have succimibed i n the s t a f f s s t r u g g l e t o keep up 
w i t h the work. A new catalogue was piablished i n 1907, and was the 
o n l y means by which members c o u l d f i n d out the L i b r a r y ' s h o l d i n g s i n 
C l a s s e s A, G, I and référence works, a i l o f which were now hidden from 
view because of l a c k o f s h e l f room. There were two p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n s 
t o the problem of space - e s t a b l i s h a branch l i b r e u i y , or f i n d e x t r a 
accommodation f o r the L i b r a r y . A p r o p o s a i f o r a branch l i b r a r y a t 
Devonport had been made i n 1901, but had apparently not met w i t h success, 
although i n the 166th q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t i n June 1901 the Education 
Department account shows £25 as a balance reserved f o r the branch l i b r a r y 
a t Devonport. In each of the f o l l o w i n g two q u a r t e r s an a d d i t i o n a l £75 
was f u r t h e r r e s e r v e d , but the purpose had been changed to a " L i b r a r y 
extension'.' The L i b r a r i a n ' s a mbition t o take over the l e c t u r e h a l l was 
d e n i e d , and the space s o l u t i o n proposed i n 1907 was that separate 
b u i l d i n g s should be found f o r the E d u c a t i o n a l Department. N e i t h e r the 
r e c o r d s nor l o c a l d i r e c t o r i e s r e v e a l the détails of what d i d happen; 
perhaps some adjustments or e x t r a s h e l v i n g gave more space, f o r the 
L i b r a r y remained at the same address and i n 1909 managed somehow t o 
cope w i t h c a l l i n g i n i t s stock of about 12,000 f o r a stock check. 
S e v e r a l hundred volumes of juvénile books and f i c t i o n were then found 
u n f i t f o r f u r t h e r use, which i s not s u r p r i s i n g i n view of the estimated 
r e a d e r s h i p o f 5,000 - 6,000 members and an average weekly i s s u e of over 
2,150 which probably continued t o concentrate on these two c l a s s e s of 
books. The turnover of books must have made i t d i f f i c u l t t o keep the 
Catalogue up t o date. In 1913 a new Catalogue was being compiled, which 
n e c e s s i t a t e d another stock check; t h i s time, apparently t h e r e was no 
s h e l f room f o r more than h a l f the books, so the problem must have been 
considérable! Indeed, the i m p r e s s i o n from the scanty r e c o r d s i s t h a t 
the f u l l e f f o r t of the l i b r a r y s t a f f was spent on t r y i n g t o keep up w i t h 
the r o u t i n e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f an ever growing s t o c k and i s s u e s , w i t h no 
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time t o assess the s e r v i c e or t o implement such changes as might 
have been thought désirable. 
N e i t h e r the e a r l y war years 1914-1915 nor the amalgamation 
of the Three Towns i n 1914 had any n o t l c e a b l e e f f e c t on the L i b r a r y , 
although the S o c i e t y changed i t s name t o Plymouth Co-operative S o c i e t y . 
The p r e s s u r e s were maintained, but by 1916 i t had become obvions t h a t 
i t was necessary to overhaul the s t o c k tborongbly and t o r e o r g a n i s e 
the L i b r a r y . The burden on E.C. B u r t o n , S e c r e t a r y and L i b r a r i a n , was 
l i g h t e n e d i n e a r l y 1916 by the appointment o f a new e d i t o r of the 
Record, and the i n t e n t i o n to r e o r g a n i s e the L i b r a r y and "to g r e a t l y 
improve the c l a s s of books contained t h e r e i n " was announced i n the 
March i s s u e o f the Record. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , Mr. Burton"s w i f e d i e d a t 
t h i s t i m e , and the May i s s u e of the Record c a r r i e d the news t h a t Mr. 
Burton had announced t h a t he wished t o r e t i r e , and would not stand f o r 
r e - e l e c t i o n as be f e l t t h a t the g r e a t l y extended programme o f e d u c a t i o n a l 
work made i t necessary f o r a younger man t o be appointed. He was 
presented w i t h a g i f t of £100 i n appréciation of b i s s e r v i c e s over 36 
ye a r s , and b i s r e t i r e m e n t marked the end of a lengthy p e r i o d of L i b r a r y 
development and the beginning of a new phase. 
.6.6.5 The newsrooms 1876-1914 
In the e a r l y years of the S o c i e t y one room appears t o bave 
served as newsroom, l i b r a r y , meeting room and récréation room; but i n 
1877 the Education Department took over the whole o f the f i r s t f l o o r o f 
the b u i l d i n g and i t appears t h a t the newsroom and l i b r a r y were now 
separated although adjacent. The newsroom was r e f e r r e d t o as the 
"reading room" i n the S o c i e t y ' s r e p o r t s , but from the context i t seems 
c l e a r t h a t the term r e f e r s t o the newspaper and magazine f a c i l i t y and 
not the c o n s u l t a t i o n space f o r l i b r a r y books. The branch "reading rooms" 
were d e f i n i t e l y newspaper and magazine rooms. In order t o ay o i d c o n f u s i o n , 
the word newsroom w i l l t h e r e f b r e be used i n t h i s account. Although the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the L i b r a r i a n towards the newsrooms i s not c l e a r , some 
considération of the newsrooms seems j u s t i f i e d because they p r o v i d e d a 
s e r v i c e s i m i l a r to those of the p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , w i t h which some 
comparison w i l l be made l a t e r . 
The 1880 Rules s p e c i f i e d t h a t the l i b r a r i a n was t o ac t as 
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S e c r e t a r y t o the Education Conmittee, and the L i b r a r y was now seen 
as a d i s t i n c t o r g a n i s a t i o n from the newsroom. I t i s not c l e a r whether 
the L i b r a r i a n was i n v o l v e d i n the expansion of the newsrooms i n h i s 
c a p a c i t y as L i b r a r i a n or as Secretary of the Education Department. 
In any case, he must bave been i n v o l v e d i n the establishment of a 
s e r i e s o f branch newsrooms as the f i r s t major expansion of the 
Department's work made p o s s i b l e by r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g f i n a n c e from the 
S o c i e t y ' s p r o f i t s . The Ross St. (Morice Town) newsroom had been opened 
i n 1877, t o be f o l l o w e d by Dvike St. (Devonport) 1880, Ford 1884, 
Holburn S t . (Plymouth) 1884, Chapel S t . (Stonehouse) 1885, Mount S t . 
(Plymouth) and Hotham Place (Stoke) by 1890, T o r p o i n t 1892 and S t . 
Budeaux 1896. The newsroom at Morice Town was moved from Ross S t . t o 
A l c e s t e r S t . i n 1891, and from A l c e s t e r S t . t o Pym St. the f o l l o w i n g 
year, These newsrooms had been seen as p a r t of the e d u c a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n 
of the S o c i e t y , making Information a v a i l a b l e t o members throughout the 
Three Towns who c o u l d not a f f o r d t o buy newspapers and magazines f o r 
themselves. Towards the end of the c e n t u r y , however, the p e l i c i ' had t o 
be reviewed f o r circimistances were changing. In 1895 i t was f i r s t 
proposed, u n s u c c e s s f u l l y , t o d o s e the Duke S t . newsroom, because i t was 
so l i t t l e used and was d o s e t o the Borough Newsroom. In 1898 the 
Coramittee drew a t t e n t i o n to Chapel S t . and S t . Budeaux newsrooms which 
were very l i t t l e used, and Duke St. which was no b a t t e r used than before. 
These t h r e e c o s t n e a r l y £60 per annum p l u s the r e n t and gas costs berne 
by the T r a d i n g Department. A l i newsrooms had been open 8 a.m. - IO p.m. , 
but now the Education Committee decided t o d o s e Chapel S t . and Duke S t . 
at 9 p.m. becauS'e the gas was a b s o l u t e l y wasted a f t e r t h a t hour. The 
Committee commented t h a t the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f halfpenny papers and cheap 
magazines meant t h a t there was no longer the demand f o r s m a l l newsrooms 
i n out of the way d i s t r i e t s ; and i t wondered whether members might be 
b e t t e r s a t i s f i e d i f the money were to be spent on branch l i b r a r i e s ? I t 
was decided t h a t they would not give up the newsrooms but t h a t there 
should be economles - s h o r t of c l o s i n g upl 
In 1899 the S o c i e t y ' s Committee of Management int e r v e n e d and 
the S t . Budeaux newsroom was given up t o i t f o r r e s i d e n t i a l purposes. 
At the same time a s i d e l i g h t was thrown on the o p e r a t i o n of the newsrooms 
"A s i m i l a r s t a t e of t h i n g s continues a t Duke S t . Devonport. 
Sin c e the death of the head salesman we bave had a person 
i n charge of the room a f t e r the c l o s i n g of the s t o r e , 
and he r e p o r t s spending the g r e a t e r p a r t of the evenings 
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alone. The remainder of the newsrooms are f a i r l y 
w e l l p a t r o n i s e d , w l t h one e x c e p t i o n , Chapel S t " (168). 
In the same year Duke St. newsroom was c l o s e d by order of the General 
Commlttee of Management, who requested the room, and Chapel St. by 
order of the Education Committee because of l a c k of use. In 1902 the 
C e n t r a l and remaining four branch newsrooms were a d v e r t i s e d as being 
open 9 a.m. - IO p.m., and w e l l s u p p l i e d w l t h London and l o c a i papers, 
magazines, weekly papers, Ì42TOT/ and Havy ÉÀets e t c . T h e i r surplus used 
stock was s o l d by a p p l i c a t i o n to the L i b r a r i a n , p r o v i d i n g an 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t income of a few s h i l l i n g s . A new newsroom was opened a t 
Mutley P l a i n i n 1902 but an attempt t o open one i n the S a l i s b u r y Road 
area f a i l e d because of i n a b i l i t y to f i n d a r e n t a b l e room i n a p r i v a t e 
house t h e r e . The C e n t r a l and f i v e branch newsrooms continued unchanged 
f o r a few y e a r s . In 1904 i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t they were much b e t t e r 
p a t r o n i s e d . In 1909 the p o p u l a r i t y of the newsroom at Hotham Place 
(Stoke) was remarked upon, f o r there was a Free L i b r a r y newsroom c l o s e 
by; but d e s p i t e the populcurity, i n 1911 i t was c l o s e d because i t was 
"rendered unnecessary" by the m u n i c i p a l newsroom provided i n Wi l t o n S t. 
I t was intended t o c l o s e Ford newsroom a l s o because of the p r o x i m i t y of 
a m u n i c i p a l newsroom, but i t was found t h a t the l a t t e r had moved t o 
S t a t i o n Rd. and the d i s t a n c e was such as t o j u s t i f y r e t a i n i n g the 
S o c i e t y ' s branch. In the d i s c u s s i o n , i t was p o i n t e d out t h a t readers 
had t o stand i n the m u n i c i p a l newsrooms, which was uncomfortable, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r e l d e r l y people; they could s i t i n comfort i n the 
S o c i e t y ' s newsroom; 
In f a c t , the branch newsrooms were c l o s e to the end of t h e i r 
j u s t i f i a b l e e x i s t e n c e , and they had a l i been c l o s e d by the end of the 
next decade. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN. RATE-SUPPORTED PUB L I C L I B R A R I E S 
The f i r s t p r e c i s e proposal f o r the establishment of 
rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s has r e c e n t l y been shown by K e l l y (1) 
t o have been made i n 1831, n e a r l y twenty years before the landmark 
of the f i r s t Public L i b r a r i e s Act^ 1850. The movement was t h e r e f o r e 
growing at a time when t h e r e was a l r e a d y a r i c h v a r i e t y o f l i b r a r i e s 
i n e x i s t e n c e , c a t e r i n g f o r the middle c l a s s and working c l a s s readers. 
Why was i t necessary t o i n t r o d u c e yet another type o f l i b r a r y ? The 
d e f i c i e n c i e s of the e x i s t i n g p r o v i s i o n was made c l e a r i n the main 
RspoTt of the Select Committee on Public L i b r a r i e s , 1849 (2), i n 
which the evidence o f many witnesses i d e n t i f i e d the problems; f o r 
example, the mechanics' i n s t i t u t e s which had been e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the 
working c l a s s e s had been l a r g e l y taken over by the middle c l a s s e s 
and t h e i r l i b r a r i e s were u s u a l l y stocked w i t h i n a p p r o p r i a t e or out of 
date l i t e r a t u r e ; commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s had a h i g h f i c t i o n 
content; p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s were the p r o v i n c e of e x c l u s i v e 
groups of wealthy and educated middle c l a s s people; Sunday schools had 
l i b r a r i e s which were h e a v i l y b i a s e d towards r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e , and 
•so on. There were no l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n s of books a v a i l a b l e i n Great 
B r i t a i n t o a l l the people, f r e e of charge, and f r e e from s o c i a l , 
p o l i t i c a l o r r e l i g i o u s p r e j u d i c e . The rate-supported p u b l i c l i b r a r y , 
o f t e n wrongly c a l l e d t he free p u b l i c l i b r a r y , came t o f i l l the gap. 
I t i s not intended i n these pages t o d e t a i l the h i s t o r y o f 
p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , ' which can be found i n a number of standard works, 
o f which the most d e t a i l e d and most recent i s K e l l y ' s History of 
public l i b r a r i e s in Great B r i t a i n 1845-1975 (3). I n s t e a d , a few 
p o i n t s w i l l be s e l e c t e d which are of p a r t i c u l a r r e l e v a n c e t o the 
establishment of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns i n p a r t i c u l a r 
and Devon and Cornwall i n g e n e r a l , as context f o r the s e c t i o n s on 
the two l o c a l l i b r a r i e s which f o l l o w t h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n . 
In the years l e a d i n g up t o the 1850 Public L i b r a r i e s Act 
the p u b l i c l i b r a r y movement does not seem t o have r e c e i v e d any t a n g i b l e 
support from the Southwest, although one of the prominent promoters 
was a Cornishman by b i r t h . The pioneers were Warrington and S a l f o r d 
i n the northeast and Canterbury i n the south-east, each of which 
used the 1845 Museums Act t o provide r a t e support f o r l i b r a r y purposes. 
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The Museums Act 1845 provlded a p a t t e r n f o r the f i r s t Public Library 
Act 1850. The l a t t e r was a p e r m i s s i v e Act, and i t s adoption was 
r e s t r i c t e d t o m u n i c i p a l boroughs of over 10,000 p o p u l a t i o n ; the adoption 
r e q u i r e d a t w o - t h i r d s m a j o r i t y p o l i of the burgesses. The C o u n c i l 
then had the power t o l e v y a r a t e not exceeding *5d. i n t h e E f o r 
b u i l d i n g s and s t a f f , but not f o r books, as the S e l e c t Committee 
had made the mistake of b e l i e v i n g t h a t "donations w i l l abiindantly 
supply the books" (4); t h i s r e s u l t e d , as i n the case of mechanics' 
i n s t i t u t e s and other p h i l a n t h r o p i c l i b r a r i e s , i n i l i balanced and 
p o o r l y stocked c o l l e c t i o n s and had t o be remedied by the 1855 Act 
which r a i s e d the r a t e l i m i t t o I d . i n E and gave power t o purchase 
books, newspapers, e t c . from t h e r a t e income. Plymouth and Devonport 
both possessed the minimum p o p u l a t i o n s p e c i f i e d i n the 1850 A c t , but 
Stonehouse d i d not become e l i g i b l e t o adopt the Acts t i n t i l t h e l i m i t 
was modified i n 1855. The 1850 Act a l s o i n c l u d e d the p r o v i s i o n of 
museums, and the 18 55 Act added Schools f o r A r t and Science, a l i t o 
be maintained out of the same r a t e , so t h a t i n many l i b r a r y d i s t r i c t s 
t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r y was not the s o l e r e c i p i e n t of the income l e v i e d 
from the r a t e s . Plymouth was not handicapped i n t h a t way, but 
Devonport d i d provide a museum as w e l l as a l i b r a r y s e r v i c e . I t was 
not u n t i l the Technical I n s t r u c t i o n Act 1889 and the Museums and 
Gymnasiums Act 1891 t h a t the p u b l i c l i b r a r y penny r a t e began t o be 
f r e e d from these competing c l a i m s . 
The establishment of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s took p l a c e v e r y s l o w l y 
a t f i r s t , f o r a rtumber o f reasons. The A c t s were perm.issive and t h e r e -
f o r e a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of support was r e q u i r e d i n a p o t e n t i a l l i b r a r y 
d i s t r i c t before the mechanism of adoption c o u l d be invoked s u c c e s s f u l l y ; 
but many burgesses were not persuaded t o p l a c e an e x t r a burden on the 
r a t e s f o r finane l a i and p h i l o s o p h i c a l reasons. There was o p p o s i t i o n 
from c l a s s p r e j u d i c e because of the over-emphasis on the b e n e f i t s of 
p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s t o the "working c l a s s e s " i n e a r l y debates, and many 
people p r e f e r r e d t o pay a s u b s c r i p t i o n as a mattar of c l a s s s t a t u s . 
The purpose of the p u b l i c l i b r a r y was o f t e n not c l e a r l y understood. 
Much of the e a r l y support was gained f o r s p e c i a l motives; temperance 
supportars b e l i e v e d t h a t the p r o v i s i o n of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s were the 
cheapest form of p o i i c e , by p r o v i d i n g the pastime of r e a d i n g good 
q u a l i t y l i t e r a t u r e . The r e l a t i o n s h i p between the p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s 
and education was not c l e a r ; some supporters b e l i e v e d t h a t p u b l i c 
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l i b r a r i e s sbould provide o n l y e d u c a t i o n a l r e a d i n g , and not r e c r e a t i o n a l 
r e a d i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y f i c t i o n . Tbe b a t t l e o f tbe great f i c t i o n question 
raged f o r many years, but by t b e l a t e n i n e t e e n t b Century l i b r a r i a n s 
were t a k i n g the balanced view t h a t " p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s were intended f o r 
r e c r e a t i o n and amusement as w e l l as I n s t r u c t i o n " and t h a t "tbe i s s u i n g 
o f h e a l t h y f i c t i o n was f o r tbe p u b l i c good'.' (5) Although tbe p u b l i c 
l i b r a r i a n s were v e r y much tbe t o o l o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e committees, 
these purposes of tbe p u b l i c l i b r a r y s e r v i c e were r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r 
Stocks, so t b e management had a l s o b^me persuaded by t b e l i b e r a l views. 
Approximately f o r t y p u b l i c l i b r a r y a u t h o r i t i e s had come i n t o 
e x i s t e n c e i n England and Wales by t b e end of t b e second decade, and 
these were mainly i n the major c i t i e s cind p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l s . They 
were mainly i n the n o r t h and northwest of England, which, as Edward 
Edwards e x p l a i n e d , was "due l a r g e l y by n a t u r a l i n f l u e n c e s o f t r a d e 
and commerce'.' (6). However, t h e r e had been an e a r l y , a l b e i t unsuccess-
f u l attempt t o adopt tbe Act i n Exeter. On 20 January 1851 a meeting 
was h e l d i n the G u i l d h a l l a t t b e request of n e a r l y four hundred of 
tbe l a r g e s t ratepayers of the C i t y . A c e r t a i n Mr. W i l c o c k s had o f f e r e d 
the use of the Com Exchange f r e e f o r tbe remainder of b i s l e a s e of 
t b e b u i l d i n g , he had a l s o o f f e r e d t o donate one hvmdred books, and 
another gentleman promised one thousand volumes. An e a r l y d e c i s i o n 
was needed. The debate was i n t e r e s t i n g . Supporters of t b e p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y movement argued t h a t t h e r e was no longer any q u e s t i o n about 
whether tbe r i s i n g generaÙon sbould be educat ed - the question. was 
whether Exeter needed a l i b r a r y f o r "the improvement of l a b o u r i n g 
c l a s s e s " (7), and they b e l i e v e d i t d i d . The opposers argued t h a t t h i s 
would be b e t t e r through s u b s c r i p t i o n than through the r a t e s because 
tbe C i t y was h e a v i l y i n debt. T h i s meeting, which had o n l y a small 
attendance, c a r r i e d the motion "That i t i s expedient t o p r o v i d e a 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y and museum f o r tbe I n s t r u c t i o n and r e c r e a t i o n of tbe 
i n h a b i t a n t s of t h i s c i t y , — " (8), and a r e q u i s i t i o n was sent t o t b e 
Town C o u n c i l which then arranged f o r a p o l i t o take p l a c e . The p o l i 
f i r m l y r e j e c t e d tbe adoption of the Public Library Ret 1850 by 852 
votes a g a i n s t and 118 v o t e s i n favour; c l e a r l y i n the two months which 
elapsed between tbe meeting and the p o l i r a t e p a y e r s had been made t o 
r e a l i s e t b e f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s . ' (9) N e v e r t h e l e s s , E x e t e r was s t i l l 
t be f i r s t p l a c e i n Devon t o adopt tbe A c t s although t h a t was not f o r 
another eighteen years, and was o n l y tbe second i n tbe whole of tbe 
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Southwest, where the f i r s t was the Somerset town o f Bridçwater i n 1860. 
The second, s u c c e s s f u l , attempt by Exeter t o adopt the A c t s took p l a c e 
not as the r e s u l t of any p u b l i c clamour f o r a p u b l i c l i b r a r y , but v e r y 
much as a secondary conséquence of the primary schema f o r a muséum and 
premises f o r a school of a r t and science. The Muséum was b u i l t as a 
mémorial t o P r i n c e A l b e r t , and the idea t h a t i t should i n c l u d e a p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y was mooted about the time t h e b u i l d i n g s t a r t e d , when the 
Commissioners of Patents o f f e r e d the C i t y p u b l i c a t i o n s t o the v a l u e of 
£2,000 provided t h a t s u i t a b l e accommodation c o u l d be found (10). The 
A c t s were adopted on 6 May 1869, and the s u b s c r i b e r s and donors t r a n s -
f e r r e d the A l b e r t Mémorial b u i l d i n g t o c i v i c ownership. The b u i l d i n g 
was opened o f f i c i a l l y on 21 A p r i i 1870. The f i r s t p u b l i c l i b r a r y i n 
Devon t h e r e f o r e had i t s accommodation r e a d i l y p r o v i d e d , but s u f f e r e d 
the handicap of being an a f t e r t h o u g h t t o the Muséum and having t o share 
the penny r a t e w i t h the competing Muséum and School of A r t and Science. 
From about 1870 onwards the number o f p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s began 
t o i n c r e a s e more r a p i d l y ; i n the next decade t he t o t a l approximately 
doubled, and i n the decade 1880-1889 v i r t u a l l y doubled a g a i n , w i t h 
an impressive 139 p u b l i c l i b r a r y a u t h o r i t i e s being e s t a b l i s h e d i n the 
l a s t decade of the nineteenth-century t o make the t o t a l i n England 
and V-Jales approximately t h r e e hundred (11) . There were s e v e r a l reasons 
f o r the i n c r e a s i n g r a p i d i t y of growth. These i n c l u d e d t h e gr e a t 
advance i n elementary éducation f o l l o w i n g t h e 1870 Education Act and 
subséquent A c t s which extended the reading p o p u l a t i o n g r a d u a l l y t o a l i 
age groups as thé f i r s t g e n e r a t i o n of c o m p u l s o r i l y educated c h i l d r e n 
grew up and swelled the reading p u b l i c . The problem o f the penny r a t e 
was a l l e v i a t e d by a l t e r n a t i v e f i n a n c i n g f o r muséums and t e c h n i c a l 
éducation. The L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1877 and d i d 
much t o a s s i s t t h e spread o f p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s through p u b l i c i t y , 
a d v i c e on législation, i t s concern w i t h improving not o n l y s e r v i c e s but 
a l s o improving the p o s i t i o n and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s o f l i b r a r y s t a f f . The 
b e n e f a c t i o n s of Andrew Carnegie and John Passmore Edwards enabled many 
new l i b r a r y a u t h o r i t i e s t o overcome the major stumbling b l o c k of the 
cos t of a l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g . 
I t was at the beginning of t h i s p e r i o d of r a p i d l i b r a r y 
expansion t h a t Plymouth adopted the A c t s , being the second p l a c e i n 
Devon t o do so. This was achieved i n 1871 by a l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f 
289. 
single-minded supporters who seemed t o see i t as a n a t u r a l development 
f o l l o w i n g the advances which had taken p l a c e i n elementary education. 
The L i b r a r y opened i n 1876 and developed v e r y r a p i d l y and s u c c e s s f u l l y 
under the zealous W.H.K. Wright, Borough L i b r a r i a n 1876-1915, a founder 
member and a c t i v e member of the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n . Plymouth achieved 
a h i g h r e p u t a t i o n f o r i t s p u b l i c l i b r a r y , which was a pioneer i n the 
f i e l d o f s c h o o l l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s and l o c a l h i s t o r y c o l l e c t i o n s . Wright 
became very i n f l u e n t i a l i n the spread of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i n Devon 
and C o r n w a l l , a c t i n g as a d v i s e r to Devonport, Torquay, Newton Abbot 
and other p l a c e s (12). Unlike E x e t e r , Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y had 
the f u l l b e n e f i t of the r a t e income. B i d e f o r d was the t h i r d p l a c e 
t o adopt the A c t s i n Devon, i n 1877, f o l l o w e d by Devonport i n 1880. 
U n l i k e Plymouth, which had to operate i n an u n s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g (the 
o l d G u i l d h a l l ) , Devonport had what was then p e r c e i v e d as a major advantage 
o f p u r c h a s i n g the b u i l d i n g and l i b r a r y of the former Devonport 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e . Subsequently enthusiasm waned when i t was found 
t h a t the f i r s t c l a i m on the annual income f o r twenty years was a sum 
t o d i s c h a r g e the debt thus i n c u r r e d ; and the i n i t i a l bookstock, which 
was t h e r e f o r e secondhand, could not be adequately maintained and renewed. 
The r a t e income was a l s o shared w i t h museum and school s e r v i c e s . Add 
t o t h i s d epressing pictiure a s u c c e s s i o n of e a r l y l i b r a r i a n s who were 
not w e l l equipped f o r t h e i r j o b , and an i n t e r e s t i n g c o n t r a s t appears 
i n the p u b l i c l i b r a r y h i s t o r y of adjacent Plymouth and Devonport. When 
the Three Towns amalgamated i n 1914, the Devonport P u b l i c L i b r a r y was 
taken over by Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y , and t h i s appears t o have been 
one of the few non-contentious matters between Plymouth and Devonport. 
Stonehouse never d i d adopt the A c t s . 
Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y became pre-eminent among the p u b l i c 
l i b r a r i e s o f Devon and Co r n w a l l , most of which were e s t a b l i s h e d much 
l a t e r . I t was the most w e s t e r l y l i b r a r y u n t i l 1893 when Falmouth, 
Camborne and Penzance adopted the A c t s i n C o r n w a l l , followed, w i t h i n 
f o u r years by e i g h t others. The p a r t i c u l a r i n c e n t i v e s were the 
b e n e f a c t i o n s of Octavius A l l a n F e r r i s (13) and John Passmore Edwards (14). 
In Devon, the l i b r a r y a u t h o r i t i e s e s t a b l i s h e d a f t e r Devonport were 
Newton Abbot and Moretonhampstead i n 1900, Ilfracombe and Torquay i n 
1903. In both coxinties there was then a gap u n t i l the two County 
C o u n c i l s adopted the Acts i n 1924, and i t was s e v e r a l years before e i t h e r 
of them achieved the same s c a l e o f stock and s e r v i c e s as Plymouth. 
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7,1 PLYMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY; ITS ORI GIN AND EAKLY DEVELOP^ENT 
The q u e s t l o n of adoptlng the P u b l i c L i b r a r y A c t s f o r Plymouth 
does not appear t o bave been r a i s e d u n t i l 1871, C e r t a i n l y t here does 
not appear t o bave been any l o c a i I n t e r e s t i n t h e e a r l y Pxiblic L i b r a r l e s 
Acts t o judge by the l a c k o f r e p o r t s or comments i n the l o c a i press 
at the time l e g i s l a t i o n was being enacted, There are a number of 
p o s s i b l e reasons f o r t h i s apparent l a c k of concern. Perhaps the people 
of Plymouth were not at f i r s t conscious of a l a c k o f l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s , 
f o r t h e r e were s e v e r a l l i b r a r l e s i n e x i s t e n c e . M i d d l e c l a s s g e n e r a l 
and p r o f e s s i o n a l i n t e r e s t s were c a t e r e d f o r by t h e Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y 
L i b r a r y , the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n ' s L i b r a r y , t h e Plymouth Medicai S o c i e t y 
and Plymouth Law S o c i e t y l i b r a r l e s , e t c . There was the Plymouth Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t i o n , v a r i o u s working men's c l u b s , and-from 1860 the Plymouth 
Mutual Cooperative Improvement S o c i e t y , p r o v i d i n g w i t h v a r y i n g degrees 
of success some l i b r a r y f a c i l i t y f o r the working c l a s s e s . There were 
many newsrooms, and p l e n t y of small s o c i e t i e s c l i i b b i n g together t o buy 
and c i r c u i a t e books, pamphlets and p e r i o d i c a l s . The Armed S e r v i c e s , t o o , 
provided some l i b r a r y f a c i l i t y f o r servicemen from àbout 1840. Nor d i d 
Plymouth bave an obvious need f o r a r a t e - s u p p o r t e d museum, f o r the 
Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n ' s Museum was b e l i e v e d t o be a f i n e one and adequate 
for the town. The c i v i c l e a d e r s werey'much e x e r c i s e d i n the IBSOs and 
lB60s w i t h more immediate probiems - housing, h e a l t h , brade and 
commerce - t o take s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of p u b l i c 
l i b r a r l e s . Perhaps, i f they d i d c o n s i d e r the mattar, the problem of 
f i n d i n g accommoddtion f o r the l i b r a r y would bave been a major stumbling 
block. I t seems t o bave been an i n c r e a s i n g l o c a i consciousness o f 
the importance and e f f e c t o f elementary e d u c a t i o n , shared w i t h many 
others up and down the country, which e v e n t u a l l y r e s u l t e d i n the adoption 
of the A c t s i n 1871 w i t h v e r y l i t t l e o p p o s i t i o n . At t h i s time the F o r s t e r 
Act was much i n mind, and the Plymouth School Board was s e t t i n g up 
a system o f new s c h o o l s , so education was much i n evidence. The 
b a t t l e which had engaged p u b l i c o p i n i o n f o r the l a s t few years, whether 
or not t o b u i l d a new G u i l d h a l l , had been d e c i d e d i n favour of having 
a new one, and before long the o l d G u i l d h a l l would become a v a i l a b l e 
f o r o t h e r purposes; why not a p u b l i c l i b r a r y ? 
The c r e d i t f o r the establishment o f t h e Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
i s a t t r i b u t e d mainly t o Mr. R, C, S e r p e l l , t he Mayor of Plymouth i n 1871, 
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He attended the annual Fyshinge Feaste which i s h e l d t o commemorate 
the b r l n g i n g o f the water supply to Plymouth by S l r F r a n c i s Drake, and 
"... i n the course o f one of those p r a c t i c a l but f r e e conver-
s a t i o n s which are customary on such o c c a s i o n s , the question 
was asked, 'What s h a l l be done w i t h our o l d G u i l d h a l l when 
the new one i s ready f o r use?".' (15) 
Varions p r o p o s a i s were made, but d i d not c a t c h t h e imagination. 
"Not so", s a i d Mr. S e r p e l l . "... the b u i l d i n g , thongh u g l y , 
i s not o l d ; Why not t u r n i t i n t o a f r e e l i b r a r y and 
readi n g rooms - i t c o n t a i n s e v e r y t h i n g you can want f o r t h a t ? 
I f money i s needed t o s t a r t t h e p r o j e c t , I s h a l l be happy 
t o g i v a £lOO'.' (16) 
The idea seemed t o meet w i t h some favour. The Mayor h i m s e l f c o u l d not 
p r o p e r l y take any d i r e c t a c t i o n , but one of b i s f r i e n d s Mr. F.P. 
B a l k w i l l t a l k e d t h e mattar over w i t h o t h e r s , who thought i t ought not 
t o be allowed t o drop; they organised an o f f i c i a i réquisition t o the 
Mayor t o convene a meeting t o consider the establishment of a f r e e 
l i b r a r y f o r t h e borough (17). The meeting was h e l d on 6 October 1871 i n 
the G u i l d h a l l , and proved t o be an i n f l u e n t i a l g a t h e r i n g o f the 
foremost l o c a i c l e r g y , p o l i t i c i a n s , p r o f e s s i o n a l men and businessmen. 
Amongst them was the i n f l u e n t i a l l o c a i newspaper p r o p r i e t o r Isaac 
Latimer, who proved t o be a staunch f r i e n d of the l i b r a r y over the 
next few year s , g i v i n g maximum favourable p u b l i c i t y whenever the excuse 
arose. The l o c a i p r ess seems t o bave been s t r o n g l y supportive of the 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y movement as soon as a c t i o n began t o be taken. An éditorial 
on the moming of the meeting provided i t s readers w i t h t h e background 
t o the meeting and pointed out reasons t o support the establishment of 
a p u b l i c l i b r a r y i n Plymouth, which was "somewhat behind most other 
l a r g e towns" i n t h a t respect (17). A f t e r t o u c h i n g upon the value o f 
référence and newspaper rea d i n g f a c i l i t i e s , and the even g r e a t e r 
privilège of borrowing books f o r home r e a d i n g , the éditorial pointed out 
t h a t the best proof o f t h e i r v a l u e was the a s t o n i s h i n g extent t o which 
reading rooms and l i b r a r i e s were being used elsewhere by a l i c l a s s e s of 
the community. "Even i n E x e t e r , where the movement i s s t i l i i n i t s 
i n f a n c y , n e a r l y 300 volumes per week are withdrawn from the l i b r a r y , and 
from 700 t o 900 persons fréquent the reading rooms d a i l y , ...'.' (18). I t 
went on t o inform readers t h a t a Id. r a t e , producing about £650 i n 
Plymouth, would be mostly taken up by accommodation expenses i f a 
b u i l d i n g had t o be rented; but as a b u i l d i n g c o u l d soon be a v a i l a b l e 
( i . e , the o l d G u i l d h a l l ) , " a halfpenny r a t e w i l l probably s u f f i c e t o pay 
f o r the l i b r a r i a n , c l e a n i n g , gas and periodicals'.' Some s l i g h t income 
would be d e r i v e d from f i n e s , s a l e s of c a t a l o g u e s , e t c . , but t h i s would 
be swallowed up by b i n d i n g and p r i n t i n g charges. The problem was. 
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t h e r e f o r e , how should the books be procured? I t would be a slow 
process t o buy them from the penny r a t e ; t o depend upon donations 
would be p r e c a r i o u s and would r e s u l t i n a heterogenous c o l l e c t i o n 
d e f i c i e n t i n modern and standard works. The answer was, i n e v i t a b l y , 
t o r a i s e a s u b s c r i p t i o n o f about £1,000 t o procure "a l i b r a r y of r e a l l y 
v a l u e a b l e works, and the necessary bookcases and a p p l i a n c e s Once 
th e l i b r a r y had been e s t a b l i s h e d , a penny - or even halfpenny - r a t e 
would be s u f f i c i e n t t o keep i t i n working order. I t i s evident from the 
p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h u s shown i n the e d i t o r i a l t h a t c o n s i d e r a b l e 
p l a n n i n g had gone on behind the scenes, and t h a t l e s s o n s had been 
l e a r n e d from the problems o f other p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s . 
The evening meeting proceeded smoothly (19). The Mayor, Mr. 
S e r p e n , opened the proceedings by o u t l i n i n g the o r i g i n o f the p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y movement, and d e s c r i b i n g the b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t s o f l e n d i n g 
l i b r a r i e s , reference l i b r a r i e s and reading rooms, p a r t i c u l a r l y on the 
working c l a s s e s . He r e c a l l e d t h a t some towns had d i f f i c u l t y i n s t a r t i n g 
a l i b r a r y because they l a c k e d s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g , but Plymouth would not 
have t h a t problem as t h e r e would be p l e n t y of room i n the new G u i l d h a l l 
or the o l d one could be adapted-. He d i d not b e l i e v e t h e r e would be any 
d i f f i c u l t y r a i s i n g s u f f i c i e n t money t o provide and f i t out the l i b r a r y , 
and a hd. r a t e would be s u f f i c i e n t t o maintain i t . The meeting then 
gave i t s a t t e n t i o n t o f o u r r e s o l u t i o n s . Most of the debate centred 
aroiand the f i r s t r e s o l u t i o n : 
"That the meeting, being impressed w i t h t he v a l u e o f the 
higher education of a l l c l a s s e s o f the community, c o n s i d e r s 
the establishment of a f r e e l i b r a r y and reading room f o r 
the Borough of Plymouth under the Free L i b r a r y Act desirable'.' 
I t was proposed by Mr. A l f r e d Rooker, who was prominent i n e d u c a t i o n a l 
a f f a i r s i n Plymouth. He emphasised t h a t a f r e e l i b r a r y was not f o r 
one s e c t i o n of the community o n l y , the working c l a s s e s , but was a l s o 
f o r the most learned and most l e i s u r e d men. I t would be of p a r t i c u l a r 
v a l u e t o ambitious young men o f every c l a s s . He r e f e r r e d t o the 
Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y as being f o r the p r i v a t e use of a couple of 
hundred gentlemen who c o u l d a f f o r d i t - t h a t c o l l e c t i o n now c o n s i s t e d 
of some 12,000 volumes but was not g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e f o r use. The 
motion was seconded by Rev. J . A l d i s , whose remarks seem t o c o n f i r m 
t h a t h i s audience c o n s i s t e d of the e l i t e of Plymouth or e l s e they would 
seem t o be somewhat l i k e l y t o g i v e offence.' 
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"He knew t h a t t h e r e was o n l y a pa r t of the po p u l a t i o n 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h a t matter. In any c l a s s of the community 
i t was the few o n l y who thought. ... Few people had the 
f a c u l t y of using l i b r a r i e s - i t r e q u i r e d a c e r t a i n amount 
o f brainpower, which t he m a j o r i t y had not got; and w i t h 
many people the t a k i n g o f a book i n t o t h e i r hands was the 
sure prelude t o t h e i r going t o sleep. The few, however, 
must he car ed f o r ; 
During t h e ensuing debate, supporters urged t h a t the l i b r a r i e s would 
enable c h i l d r e n t o continue t h e i r éducation a f t e r they had l e f t 
s c h o o l . There was only s l i g h t o p p o s i t i o n . The p r o t e s t a t t h e e x t r a 
burden on the r a t e s was countered by r i d i c u l i n g the idea t h a t the 
e x t r a r a t e would he f e l t by the mass of the po p u l a t i o n , Even on a £20 
house the e x t r a r a t e would be o n l y I s , 8d. per year, and: 
" I t was the duty o f the higher c l a s s e s t o do what the y 
could t o elev a t e t h e lower, and t h a t duty was a l i t h e 
gre a t e r i f the ignorance o f the lower c l a s s e s was so 
great t h a t they d i d not Jcnow what they needed'.' 
B e s i d e s , i t was argued, t h e f r e e l i b r a r y r a t e would repay them i n the 
end by saving i n the poor r a t e and p o l i c e r a t e s . The r e s o l u t i o n was 
then c a r r i e d by a massive m a j o r i t y ; o n l y f o u r voted a g a i n s t , and the 
meeting c o n s i s t e d of more than s i x t y s i x people so the p r o p o r t i o n i n 
favour must bave been not l e s s than 15:1. 
The second r e s o l u t i o n caused some d i s c u s s i o n on i t s exact 
meaning, but i t was contended t h a t the choi c e of o l d or new G u i l d h a l l 
was l e f t open, and the r e s o l u t i o n was passed, w i t h four a g a i n s t : 
"That the removal of the m u n i c i p a l o f f i c e s from the présent 
G u i l d h a l l , and the érection of the new h a l l , a f f o r d e d t h e 
town an 'opportunity f o r p r o v i d i n g f o r the r e c e p t i o n o f a 
f r e e l i b r a r y and p u b l i c r e a d i n g room i n Plymouth at a small costV 
The t h i r d r e s o l u t i o n provided f o r a mémorial t o be presented t o the 
Town C o u n c i l , a s k i n g them t o take the necessary steps towards t he 
adoption of the A c t s , and f o r a committee t o be appointed t o make the 
necessary arrangements. The r e s o l u t i o n was c a r r i e d , and "a l a r g e and 
i n f l u e n t l a i committee appointed',' The f i n a l r e s o l u t i o n , 
"That v o l u n t a r y s u b s c r i p t i o n s should be s o l i c i t e d from the 
Town f o r the establishment of a f r e e l i b r a r y , r e l y i n g f o r i t s 
f u t u r e support upon t he p u b l i c r a t e s , and t h a t the s u b s c r i p -
t i o n l i s t s should be open ed at once',' 
was passed unanimously. Mr. S e r p e l l headed the l i s t w i t h b i s promised 
ElOO, Mr. Rooker gave £50 and promised another £50 i f the fund reached 
£l,50O. Other £100 donations were r e c e i v e d from Messrs. T.H. B u l t e e l , 
A l g e r , and Rev. T.A, Bewes, At the c l o s e o f the meeting over £568 had 
been promised, and by mid November the t o t a l had risèn t o n e a r l y £900 (20), 
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T h e C o m m i t t e e a p p o i n t e d t o a r r a n g e f o r t h e m e m o r i a l t o t h e 
T o w n C o n n c i l d i d t h e i r w o r k q u i c k l y , a n d a t t h e B o r o u g h C o i i n c i l m e e t i n g 
o n 18 O c t o b e r 1871 i t w a s r e s o l v e d , u p o n t h e m o t i o n o f C o u n c i l l o r 
H u b b a r d , t h a t : 
" . . . t h e M a y o r b e , a n d h e i s h e r e b y , r e q u e s t e d t o c o n v e n e a 
P u b l i c M e e t i n g o f t h e B u r g e s s e s o f t h e M u n i c i p a l B o r o u g h 
o f P l y m o u t h , p u r s u a n t t o t h e P u b l i c L i b r a r l e s A c t 1855 i n 
o r d e r t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r t h e s a i d A c t s h a l l b e a d o p t e d 
f o r t h e s a i d B o r o u g h ' . ' (21) 
T h e m e e t i n g w a s a r r a n g e d f o r 3 N o v e m b e r , a n d w a s p r e c e e d e d b y a n o t h e r 
e n c o u r a g i n g a n d i n f o r m a t i v e e d i t o r i a l o n 1 N o v e m b e r , w h i c h c o r a m e r i t e d : 
" N o o p p o s i t i o n b a s b e e n r a i s e d , n o r i s a n y s e r i o n s o p p o s i t i o n 
c o n t e m p l a t e d , f o r i t i s t h o u g h t t o b e i n c r e d i b l e t h a t i n a 
t o w n s n o b a s P l y m o u t h a n y s e c o n d e r c o u l d b e f o u n d t o a m o t i o n 
t o r e j e c t t h e m a g n i f i c e n t o f f e r w h i c h b a s b e e n m a d e t o g i v e 
a P u b l i c L i b r a r y , p u r c h a s e d a t a c o s t o f s o m e £1,500, o n 
c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e t o w n s p e n d a s m a l l a m o u n t a n n u a l l y i n 
p r o v i d i n g f o r i t s f r e e u s e ' . ' (22) 
S o f a r , t h e i n i t i a t i v e h a d b e e n e n t i r e l y w i t h t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s . 
I n d e e d , t h e p r e l i m i n a r y m e e t i n g o n 6 O c t o b e r h a d b e e n h e l d a t n o o n , 
w h e n w o r k i n g c l a s s r a t e p a y e r s w e r e n o t f r e e t o a t t e n d , b u t i t w a s 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h i s w a s o n l y a p r e l i m i n a r y m e e t i n g a n d t h a t a n y f o r m a i 
m e e t i n g t o a d o p t t h e A c t s w o u l d o f c o u r s e b e h e l d o n a n e v e n i n g . N o w 
t h e w o r k i n g m e n o f P l y m o u t h b e g a n t o s h o w a p o s i t i v e i n t e r e s t i n t h e 
l o c a l p u b l i c l i b r a r y m o v e m e n t , a n d t h e y h e l d a m e e t i n g a t t h e M e c b a n l e s ' 
I n s t i t u t i o n o n 2 N o v e m b e r , u n d e r t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p o f M r . W i l l i a m s o n . 
T h e m o t i o n m d e r c o n s i d é r a t i o n w a s : 
" T h a t t h i s m e e t i n g a p p r o v e s o f t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a P u b l i c 
F r e e L i b r a r y f o r P l y m o u t h , b e l i e v i n g i t w i l l p r o v e a 
v a l u a b l e ' m e a n s o f é d u c a t i o n i n t h e c o m m u n i t y , e s p e c i a l l y 
t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s ' . ' (23) 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e p r o p o s e r w a s M r . G o o d a n e w , o n e o f 
t h e p i o n e e r s o f t h e l o c a l C o o p e r a t i v e S o c i e t y a n d a t o n e t i m e i t s 
l i b r a r í a n ( v i d . s u p . p . 273). T h e r e s o l u t i o n w a s c a r r i e d b y a 
l a r g e m a j o r i t y , o n l y f o u r v o t i n g a g a i n s t i t . A p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t e w o r t h y 
f e a t u r e o f t h e d i s c u s s i o n w a s t h e g e n e r a l v i e w o f t h e w o r k i n g m e n i n 
r e l a t i o n t o " p a t r o n a g e " b y t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s . M r . G o o d a n e w p o i n t e d 
o u t t h a t t h e p o s i t i o n o f w o r k i n g m e n a b s o l u t e l y p r e c l u d e d t h e m f r o m 
e d u c a t i n g t h e m s e l v e s a n d o f t a k i n g t o t h e m s e l v e s a m e a n s c o n d u c i v e t o 
t h e i r w e l l - b e i n g a n d p r o s p e r i t y . A c e r t a i n M r . P i k e t h o u g h t t h a t 
" T h e y o u g h t t o b e v e r y t h a n k f u l t o t h e g e n t l e m e n w h o h a d 
c o m e f o r w a r d a s s u b s c r i b e r s t o t h e p r o j e c t . H e d i d n o t 
b e l i e v e w o r k i n g m e n w e r e a b l e t o d o a i l t h e m s e l v e s 
w i t h o u t t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s g o i n g a l o n g w i t h t h e m ' , ' (24) 
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He f u r t h e r commented t h a t the small attendance at the meeting showed 
that the working c l a s s e s d i d not know what was good f o r t h e i r own 
welfare. The motion having been c a r r i e d , the meeting decided unani-
mously t o form a committee " f o r o b t a i n i n g support o f the working 
c l a s s e s t o a Free L i b r a r y , e i t h e r by the r a i s i n g o f s u b s c r i p t i o n s or 
i n any way t h a t might render a s s i s t a n c e t o the movement'.' Perhaps i t 
was from t h i s k i n d o f encouragement t h a t small donations reached the 
S u b s c r i p t i o n L i s t , such as I l s . from "the men of Mr. Smith's P r i n t i n g 
Office'.' 
The meeting t o adopt the Acts was b a l d on the evening of 
3 November at the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n , and was a comparatively uncon-
t e n t i o u s a f f a i r (25). Once again the Mayor opened the proceedings by 
o u t l i n i n g the o r i g i n of the p u b l i c l i b r a r y movement, i t s success i n 
Exete r , the advantage Plymouth had w i t h the a v a i l a b i l i t y of accommo-
d a t i o n and n e a r l y £900 i n s u b s c r i p t i o n s . He s t r e s s e d the advantages 
f o r young people, but everybody would be a b l e t o g r a t i f y a t a s t e f o r 
l i t e r a t u r e which would be cre a t e d by the Education Act^ reaching t o the 
"lowest stream o f s o c i e t y and e l e v a t i n g them t o a p o s i t i o n -in the world'.' 
Mr. Rooker proposed the o n l y motion: "That the Free L i b r a r i e s Act, 1855, 
be adopted f o r the M u n i c i p a l Borough of Plymouth'.' He d e s c r i b e d the 
l i b r a r i e s o f L i v e r p o o l and Manchester, and expressed the b e l i e f t h a t 
although Plymouth c o u l d not expect t o bave a référence l i b r a r y l i k e 
Manchester o f 50,000 volumes at once, they c o u l d expect before long t o 
bave a l i b r a r y which should f a r exceed any o t h e r l i b r a r y i n the west o f 
England. The l e r i d i n g l i b r a r y should c o n t a i n a f a i r p r o p o r t i o n of books 
f o r amusement, and a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f books f o r i n s t r u c t i o n such as 
h i s t o r y , s c i e n c e and philosophy. I t was important t h a t the j o b should 
be w e l l done, and s u b s c r i p t i o n s should be i n c r e a s e d t o about F.2,000, 
w i t h £1,000 f o r the Référence L i b r a r y , £500 f o r the Lending L i b r a r y , and 
£500 t o f i t up the b u i l d i n g . He concluded by emphasising t h a t the 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y was not a c l a s s movement or a p o l i t i c a i movement, and i t 
would only be a sm a l l r a t e , but one from which much was expected. 
Nothing new came out of the d i s c u s s i o n f o l l o w i n g Mr. Rocker's speech. 
Mr. W i l l i a m s o n , probably the chairman of the working men's meeting 
on the p r e v i o u s day, spoke s t r o n g l y i n favour. He hoped t h a t the 6,000 
burgesses i n the p o p u l a t i o n o f 67,000 would not e x e r c i s e t h e i r power 
t o save a penny i n t h e i r own pockets but would a c t i n the intérests o f 
the improvement i n i n t e l l i g e n c e of the town. He wanted the working man 
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t o enter the l i b r a r y as h i s r i g h t , not as c h a r i t y . Indeed, he 
remarked d r i l y , t h e r e was a f a l l a c y w i t h regard t o r a t e s ; the shop­
keeper r e a l l y d i d not pay them - customers pay them i n the e x t r a cost 
of the a r t i c l e s o l d , and i n p o i n t o f f a c t the shopkeeper was o n l y a 
r a t e - c o l l e c t o r and not a ratepayer.' A f t e r other speakers had again 
touched upon the advantages t o young people and working men, the 
r e s o l u t i o n was put t o the burgesses and was c a r r i e d "by an over­
whelming m a j o r i t y , o n l y 40 or 50 ho l d i n g up t h e i r hands against'.' 
Consequently t h e Town C l e r k reported t o t h e Borough C o u n c i l 
on 9 November (2 6) t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f the Burgesses t o adopt the A c t s , 
and the matter was scheduled f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n a t t h e next meeting. 
On 27 December the Borough C o u n c i l r e s o l v e d t o set up a committee t o 
re p o r t on measures a d v i s a b l e f o r c a r r y i n g the r e s o l u t i o n i n t o e f f e c t ; 
the members were Messrs. S e r p e l l , Hubbard, Rooker, K e l l y and Brown (27). 
Mr. S e r p e l l , who had been t he i n i t i a t o r of the p u b l i c l i b r a r y movement 
during h i s term of o f f i c e as Mayor, had now become t h e Treasurer o f 
the Committee of S u b s c r i b e r s (28) ; Mr. Hubbard was t h e C o u n c i l l o r who 
brought the memorial t o the Town C o u n c i l ' s n o t i c e ; and Mr. Rooker had 
been the proposer of the main motions a t the p u b l i c meetings. The 
nature of Messrs. K e l l y and Brown's i n t e r e s t i n p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i s not 
c l e a r , nor i s the na t u r e o f t h i s Committee's a c t i o n . The Committee was 
re-appointed i n 1872 w i t h the Mayor as e x - o f f i c i o chairman and the 
omission o f Mr. K e l l y (29); i n 1873 Messrs. Watts, K e l l y and Howland 
were added t o the e x i s t i n g members (30). The M u n i c i p a l O f f i c e s Com­
mitt e e reported t'o the C o u n c i l i n May 1873 on the f u t u r e use of the 
o l d G u i l d h a l l (31), but i t was not u n t i l 8 September 1874 t h a t the 
"Free L i b r a r y Committee" r e s o l v e d t h a t the rooms recommended f o r the 
Free L i b r a r y , ( l a r g e h a l l , c o u n c i l room, t r e a s u r e r ' s o f f i c e and 
mag i s t r a t e s ' room), were v e r y s u i t a b l e f o r the purpose and should be 
approp r i a t e d (32). The L i b r a r y Committee's r e p o r t and recommendation 
was r e c e i v e d and adopted by the Borough C o u n c i l on 14 October 1874 (33), 
when the l a t t e r a l s o r e s o l v e d t h a t a Free L i b r a r y Committee should be 
c o n s t i t u t e d one of the standing committees, and should c o n s i s t of 
t h i r t e e n members, o f whom seven should be appointed from the C o u n c i l , 
i n c l u d i n g the Mayor e x - o f f i c i o , and s i x members from o u t s i d e the C o u n c i l . 
For the next two years the p r e c i s e membership i s u n c e r t a i n , although 
Messrs. S e r p e l l and Hubbard provided c o n t i n u i t y , working w i t h the Land 
Committee on plans f o r the necessary adaptations t o the o l d G u i l d h a l l . 
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Mr. Rooker d i e d and was r e p l a c e d by Alderman Derry on t b e Free L i b r a r y 
Committee on 14 J u l y 1875 (34). Tbe record becomes c l e a r i n l a t e 
1875, when seven C o u n c i l members of tbe L i b r a r y Coinmittee were named 
(35), and at t b e i r meeting on 31 December tbey r e s o l v e d t o ask tbe 
Committee o f Su b s c r i b e r s f o r nominations t o tbe n o n - C o i i n c i l seats (36) . 
Tbe S u b s c r i b e r s unanimously appointed Mr. S e r p e l l , wbo bad now 
r e t i r a d from tbe C o u n c i l , and f i v e otber names were determined by 
b a l l o t , i n wbicb the Rev. F. Anthony and Mr. John S h e l l y j u n i o r were 
among the s u c c e s s f u l c a n d i d a t e s and began many years o f v a l u a b l e 
s e r v i c e t o t b e Free L i b r a r y (37) 
The Free L i b r a r y Committee now entered a p a r t i c u l a r l y busy 
phase. The adaptations were going ahead, and préparations bad t o be 
made towards opening t b e l i b r a r y . F i t t i n g s , stock and s t a f f were 
needed. On 22 January 1876 tbe Borough C o u n c i l agreed t o t b e request 
f o r E300 towards the expenses f o r the year commencing 1 January 1876, 
and a l s o determined t b e p r e c i s e terms of référence of tbe Free L i b r a r y 
Committee: 
"Resolved t h a t t h e Free L i b r a r y Committee be a u t h o r i s e d 
t o e x e r c i s e a i l t b e powers vested i n the C o u n c i l f o r tbe 
management, régulation and c o n t r o l of tbe Free L i b r a r y under 
the A c t s , r e l a t i n g t h e r e t o as f u l l y as the C o u n c i l might 
e x e r c i s e tbe same, and t h a t i t do at the c l o s e o f each 
year submit t o t h e C o u n c i l a r e p o r t of t b e i r proceedings, 
w i t h a statement o f t b e i r r e c e i p t s and expenditure 
d u r i n g the year'.' (38) 
Now t h a t the Committee bad both c l e a r terms of référence and f i n a n c i a l 
support wbicb could be a p p l i e d t o requirements other than books, i t was 
i n a p o s i t i o n t o appoint a Librarían, wbicb i t proceeded t o do as 
q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . The s u c c e s s f u l candidate from about t h i r t y 
a p p l i c a n t s was W i l l i a m Henry K e a r l e y Wright, who took up t b e post on 
17 February 1876 (39) and remained Borough Librarían u n t i l b i s death 
i n 1915. During the course of n e a r l y f o r t y years' s e r v i c e be was 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r many achievements and in n o v a t i o n s wbicb gave Plymouth 
Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y a good réputation l o c a l l y and n a t i o n a l l y , and i t 
seems a p p r o p r i a t e at t h i s p o i n t t o sketch h i s biography. ( F i g . 29). 
Wright was aged 32 years when be was appointed Librarían of 
tbe F ree L i b r a r y . He was a Plymouth man, from a f a m i l y background 
wbicb l a c k e d any s p e c i a l advantages of b i r t h or éducation. He was 
educated a t the Plymouth P u b l i c School, and bègan b i s c a r e e r w i t h a 
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WilUam Henry Kearley Wright. 
1844.1915. 
F i g . 2 9 W.H.K. Wright, Borough L i b r a r i a n o f Plymouth, 1876-1915. 
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post i n the Plymouth Bank of Deposit; when the bank f a i l e d , he was 
employed by the South Devon Railway Company. The r a i l w a y employees 
formed a l i b r a r y , and Wright was chosen Honorary L i b r a r i a n on account 
of h i s s t u d i o u s h a b i t s . This experience was u s e f u l i n h e l p i n g him t o 
o b t a i n another post of Honorary Libreurian of the S t . Andrew's Working 
Men's A s s o c i a t i o n . Thus i t was w i t h a somewhat l i m i t e d background 
t h a t he became the Borough L i b r a r i a n and found h i s metier. I t i s 
c l e a r t h a t he threw h i m s e l f whole-heartedly i n t o h i s work, and on 
numerous occasions the Committee p a i d compliments to h i s z e a l and 
competence. He became a founder member and a V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of the 
L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , and he attended every annual conference, where 
he made f u l l use of the o p p o r t u n i t y t o v i s i t l i b r a r i e s and meet as 
many l i b r a r i a n s as p o s s i b l e . He c o n t r i b u t e d many papers to p r o f e s s i o n a l 
conferences, e s p e c i a l l y on school l i b r a r i e s and l o c a l c o l l e c t i o n s . He 
was the founder and e d i t o r of Ex-Libris Journal, e d i t o r of Western 
Antiquary and Devonia. He was a F e l l o w of the Royal H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , 
P r e s i d e n t of the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n , and wrote many a r t i c l e s and books 
on l o c a l h i s t o r y . In l o c a l c i r c l e s he was w e l l known as a popular 
l e c t u r e r , a f i n e s i n g e r , and e l o c u t i o n i s t , and he enjoyed t a k i n g p a r t i n 
amateur dra m a t i c s . W h i l s t Wright must i n e v i t a b l y have been somewhat 
handicapped because of h i s lack of p e r s o n a l experience i n any other 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y system and because of the p r o f e s s i o n a l i s o l a t i o n caused 
by g e o g r a p h i c a l remoteness, i t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s d i f f i c u l t to conceive 
of anyone doing a b e t t e r job than Wright managed i n the l o c a l 
c ircumstances. He was the outstanding l i b r a r i a n o f the Three Towns 
i n the p e r i o d u^ to 1914, and was h e l d i n r e s p e c t n a t i o n a l l y as one of 
the most important p r o v i n c i a l l i b r a r i a n s , although he seems t o have 
r e c e i v e d comparatively l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i n p r o f e s s i o n a l h i s t o r y . 
Having chosen W.H.K. Wright t o be " S e c r e t a r y and P v i b l i c 
Librarian',' the Committee gave him the c o n g e n i a l f i r s t task of v i s i t i n g 
p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s elsewhere to see what was being provided. The f i r s t 
accounts r e c o r d £17 as h i s expenses (40). Wright wrote an account of 
h i s v i s i t s . Week among the free libraries^ which was p u b l i s h e d but no 
copy seems t o have s u r v i v e d ; but i t i s known t h a t he v i s i t e d a number 
of f r e e l i b r a r i e s i n the north o f England (41), and these v i s i t s must 
have been of g r e a t b e n e f i t to the comparatively inexperienced yoving 
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l i b r a r i a n , e n a b l i n g bim t o study and s e l e c t ideas f o r p o s s i b l e 
implementation a t Plymouth. A l i proposals f o r s e r v l c e developments 
or new equlpnent e t c . bad t o be approved by the Free L i b r a r y 
Committee, but i t i s obvious from the annual r e p o r t s t h a t the Committee 
r a p i d l y placed great confidence i n t h e i r P u b l i c L i b r a r i a n . The f i r s t 
r e p o r t , 1876-77, recorded t h a t : 
" they f e e l a l s o t h a t i n Mr. Wright, as C h i e f L i b r a r i a n , 
t h e y bave t h e r i g h t man f o r the p l a c e - f o r w h i l s t developing 
unusual t a l e n t f o r t h e s p e c i a l work e n t r u s t e d t o bim, he 
has a l s o shown a deep i n t e r e s t i n the work, always so 
h e l p f u l t o success'.' (42) 
In the f o l l o w i n g year t h e r e was a s i m i l a r t r i b u t a : 
"They would a l s o express t h e i r e n t i r e s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h the 
a b l e and ze a l o u s l a b o u r s of Mr. Wright, t h e L i b r a r i a n (upon 
whose p e r s o n a l e x e r t i o n s and f i t n e s s much of the success 
of t h e I n s t i t u t i o n depends) , '.' (43) 
S i m i l a r r e f e r e n c e s occur i n r e p o r t s and accounts o f l i b r a r y events 
throughout Wright's c a r e e r , and t h i s harmonious working r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between the Committee and L i b r a r i a n must have enabled progress t o be 
made with a minimum o f wasted time and e f f o r t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
e a r l y years when the Committee contained members who were not only 
c a r r y i n g out a duty imposed by the C o u n c i l but were themselves as 
e n t h u s i a s t i c as t h e i r L i b r a r i a n . Mr. S e r p e l l was the Deputy Chairman, 
g i v i n g c o n t i n u i t y i n t h a t o f f i c e u n t i l b i s death i n 1886, f o r the 
Mayor was Chairman and t h i s t h e r e f o r e changed a n n u a l l y . Rev. F. 
.Anthony, C o u n c i l l o r I . Latimer and John S h e l l y have a l r e a d y been noted, 
but another member, Mr. W.H. Luke, the p r i n t e r and l o c a i b i s t o r i a n , 
seems t o have been a p a r t i c u l a r l y strong support t o Wright. The 
Committee adopted from the beginning a system of sub-cororoittees f o r 
Finance, Book S e l e c t i o n , and General Purposes. Bach year i t presented 
i t s Reports and Accounts t o the C o \ i n c i l , u s u a l l y i n the form of a b r i e f 
r e p o r t signed by the Deputy Chairman f o l l o w e d by the L i b r a r i a n ' s 
d e t a i l e d r e p o r t and s t a t i s t i c a ! appendices. F o r t u n a t e l y these were 
pub l i s h e d , and a few c o p i e s s u r v i v e , p r o v i d i n g t h e raw m a t e r i a l f o r 
the f o l l o w i n g h i s t o r y , f o r the Minutes of both t h e C o u n c i l and Free 
L i b r a r y Committee were destroyed i n 1941. 
The Free L i b r a r y was f o r m a l l y opened by the Mayor of Plymouth 
on 30 August 1876. He was a s s i s t e d by the B a r i of Morley and the Mayor 
of Devonport, the l a t t a r of whom remarked t h a t the success o f Plymouth 
would encourage Devonport t o adopt the A c t s (44). I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g , 
and i r o n i e , t o f i n d t h a t t h i s p u b l i c l i b r a r y which many s t i l i expected 
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t o b e a " c h e a p e r f o r m o f p o l i c e " w a s a c t u a l l y l o c a t e d i n t b e a d a p t e d 
o l d P o l i c e C o u r t . ' A p p a r e n t l y a g o o d j o b h a d b e e n d o n e i n t b e 
c o n v e r s i o n ; n o i l l u s t r a t i o n h a s b e e n f o u n d , b u t t h e L i b r a r y w a s 
d e s c r i b e d g r a p h i c a l l y i n a n e w s p a p e r a c c o u n t o f t h e o p e n i n g c e r e m o n y . 
" T h e w e s t e r n . . . e n d o f t h e o l d G u i l d h a l l , . . . i s a p u b l i c 
l o b b y f i t t e d w i t h s e a t s , w i t h t h e L i b r a r i a n ' s d e s k a n d 
c o u n t e r i m m e d i a t e l y o p p o s i t e . T h e p u b l i c p a s s b e t w e e n t h e 
c o u n t e r s t o t h e b o d y o f t h e r o o m w h i c h i s p r o v i d e d w i t h 
t a b l e s a n d c h a i r s f o r r e a d e r s . T h e b o o k c a s e s o c c u p y t h e 
a v a i l a b l e s p a c e s o n a l i s i d e s , a n d b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e p u b l i c 
c a n t r e t h e r e a r e r a i l s f i t t e d t o i r o n s t a n d s w i t h i n w h i c h 
t h e r e i s a p a s s a g e a r o u n d t h e h a l l f o r t h e u s e o f t h e 
l i b r a r i a n o n l y . . . . T h e b o o k c a s e s a r e o f p i t c h p i n e , a n d t h e 
t a b l e s o f o a k , a n d a l i t h e f i t t i n g s h a v e b e e n s p e c i a l l y 
d e s i g n e d f o r t h e b u i l d i n g . T h e a d j o i n i n g n e w s r o o m i s 
c o n v e n i e n t l y f i t t e d w i t h t a b l e s a n d n e w s p a p e r s t a n d s , a n d 
h a s a g o o d p i t c h p i n e d a d o a r o u n d t h e w a l l s . T h e w a l l 
p l a s t e r i n g t h r o u g h o u t i s g r e e n , w h i c h c o n t r a s t s w e l l w i t h 
t h e c o l o u r o f t h e w o o d ' . ' (4 5) 
F r o m t h e s a m e a c c o u n t i t a p p e a r s t h a t h o t w a t e r p i p e s w e r e f i t t e d f o r 
h e a t i n g , a n d t h r e e l a r g e g a s f i t t i n g s f o r l i g h t i n g . T h e P l y m o u t h 
l i b r a r y w o u l d s e e m t o h a v e b e e n v e r y s i m i l a r i n a p p e a r a n c e t o o t h e r 
l i b r a r i e s o f t h e p e r i o d . 
T h e a c t u a l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f a l i s e r v i c e s d i d n o t t a k e p l a c e 
i m m e d i a t e l y . T h e N e w s r o o m s w e r e i m m e d i a t e l y o p e n t o t h e p u b l i c , b u t 
t h e L e n d i n g D e p a r t m e n t d i d n o t i s s u e b o o k s u n t i l 28 S e p t o n b e r , a n d 
t h e R e f e r e n c e D e p a r t m e n t o p e n e d i n N o v e m b e r (46). H o w e v e r , o n c e 
o p e n e d , t h e y s o o n b e c a m e w e l l u s e d . T h e f i r s t a n n u a l r e p o r t c o v e r e d 
t h e p e r i o d 30 A u g u s t 1875 t o 31 D e c e m b e r 1877, a n d c o n t a i n e d a m a s s 
o f s t a t i s t i c s s u p p o r t i n g t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s v i e w t h a t t h e L i b r a r y w a s a 
" g r a t i f y i n g s u c c e s s " , w i t h " l a r g e a n d i n c r e a s i n g u s e m a d e o f i t b y 
t h e i n h a b i t a n t s . * ' (47) T h e s t o c k c o n s i s t e d o f n e a r l y 8,0OO v o l u m e s , 
a n d t h e f i r s t y e a r ' s i s s u e o f l e n d i n g a n d r e f e r e n c e b o o k s e x c e e d e d 
125,000. I n t h e L e n d i n g D e p a r t m e n t " t h e w h o l e s t o c k h a s b e e n t u r n e d 
o v e r n e a r l y t h i r t e e n t i m e s ' . ' O v e r 210,000 v i s i t o r s u s e d t h e N e w s r o o m s , 
r o u g h l y e q u i v a l e n t t o t h r e e t i m e s t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f P l y m o u t h . - I n 1877 
4,500 n e w b o r r o w e r s w e r e r e g i s t e r e d , a n d 917 r e n e w e d . O f t h e 4,500 
n e w b o r r o w e r s , n e a r l y 14% w e r e u n d e r 15 y e a r s o l d , 25% f r o m 15 t o 20 
y e a r s , 14% 20 t o 25 y e a r s , 18% o v e r 25 y e a r s , a n d a f u r t h e r 29% w h o s e 
a g e w a s n o t r e c o r d e d fijicluding t h e b u r g e s s e s , f r o m w h o m a s t a t e m e n t 
o f a g e w a s n o t r e q u i r e d o n t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m ) . A s y s t e m o f r e a d e r 
m e d a l s w a s i n o p e r a t i o n i n t h e R e f e r e n c e D e p a r t m e n t , a n d o f t h e 989 
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m e d a l h o l d e r s , 2 6 % w e r e u n d e r 16 y e a r s , 2 5 % 1 6 - 2 0 y e a r s . F r o m t h e 
b e g i n n i n g y o u n g p e o p l e f o r m e d a s l g n i f i c a n t p r o p o r t i o n o f u s e r s , a s 
b a d b e e n a n t i c i p a t e d i n t b e a d o p t i o n d e b a t e s . 
N a t u r a l l y t h e r e w a s d e e p i n t e r e s t i n t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e 
P l y m o u t h F r e e L i b r a r y i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h o t h e r s , a n d t h e L i b r a r i a n 
o b t a i n e d s t a t i s t i c s f r o m o t h e r l i b r a r i e s w h i c h h e c o m p i l e d i n t o a 
c o m p a r a t i v e t a b l e ( 4 8 ) . T h e t o w n s v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y i n p o p u l a t i o n 
a n d t h e s t r a i g h t s t a t i s t i c s w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n t h e o r i g i n a l t a b l e n e e d e d 
c a r e f u l i n t e r p r é t a t i o n b u t m u s t h a v e g i v e n a g o o d i m p r e s s i o n t o t h e 
u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d r e a d e r s . W r i g h t ' s o r i g i n a l d a t a , w h i c h w a s o b t a i n e d 
b y c o r r e s p o n d e n c e a n d w a s m o r e u p t o d a t e t h a n t h e p u b l i s h e d d a t a 
a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e 1 8 7 5 H o u s e o f G o m m o n s P.eturns ( 4 9 ) , h a s b e e n 
c o n v e r t e d i n t o r a n k i n g o r d e r a n d i s s h o w n i n T a b l e 2 3 . T h i s s h o w s 
t h a t P l y m o u t h f e l l c o n v e n i e n t l y i n t h e m i d d l e i n r e s p e c t o f b o t h p o p u ­
l a t i o n a n d n u m b e r o f b o r r o w e r s . A l t h o u g h t h e m o s t r é c e n t l i b r a r y t o 
b e o p e n e d , i t r a n k e d 1 7 i n r e s p e c t o f b o o k s t o c k ; i t r a n k e d f i r s t i n 
t u r n o v e r o f s t o c k a n d e i g h t h i n t o t a l i s s u e , b u t t h i s i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g 
f o r t h e s t o c k w a s s m a l l a n d h a d a n o v e l t y v a l u e i n t h e f i r s t y e a r . 
N e i g h b o u r i n g E x e t e r , w i t h h a l f t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f P l y m o u t h , h a d a 
s l i g h t l y l a r g e r b o o k s t o c k b u t l e s s t h a n o n e t h i r d t h e n u m b e r o f 
P l y m o u t h ' s b o r r o w e r s , o n e f i f t h o f P l y m o u t h ' s i s s u e s , a n d a s t o c k 
t u r n o v e r o f o n l y 2 . 4 9 i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h P l y m o u t h ' s 1 2 . 9 8 . T h i s 
m u s t h a v e g i v e n l o c a l g r a t i f i c a t i o n a l t h o u g h t a c t f u l l y n o t e x p r e s s e d 
i n p r i n t . I f t h e n u m b e r o f b o r r o w e r s i s c o n v e r t e d i n t o a p e r c e n t a g e 
o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n ' a n d a g a i n r a n k e d , P l y m o u t h f a l l s f r a c t i o n a l l y i n t o 
1 2 t h . p l a c e , a n d E x e t e r i n t o 1 9 t h . S u c h s t a t i s t i c s a r e o n l y a p p r o x i -
m a t e , f o r t h e d a t e o f t h e a n n u a l r e t u r n s v a r i e d f r o m 1 8 7 5 t o 1877, t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n f i g u r e s u s e d w e r e f r o m t h e 1 8 7 1 C e n s u s , a n d a v a r i e t y o f 
r e c o r d i n g m e t h o d s w e r e u s e d i n t h e l i b r a r i e s t h e m s e l v e s . D e s p i t e t h i s , 
t h e r e s u l t s d o s u g g e s t t h a t t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e 
f i r s t y e a r ' s w o r k w a s j u s t i f i e d . T h e b a s i s h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d a n d 
n o w h a d t o b e d e v e l o p e d a n d C o n s o l i d a t e d . H o w t h i s w a s d o n e w i l l b e 
s h o w n i n t h e f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n s i n w h i c h t h e m a i n s e r v i c e s a r e 
d e s c r i b e d i n t u r n . 
. Tabl'e 23. The ranking of Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y amongst other s e l e c t e d p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i n 1877. 
Date of 
opening Population No . of borrowers 
Stock of 
books 
One year's 
iss u e Tu mover 
Borrowi 
as % 0 
popula 
S a l f o r d 1849 4 4 1 3 16 9 
Bo l t o n 1853 8 8 9 12 14 11 
S h e f f i e l d 1856 2 1 2 2 12 4 
Cambridge 1858 20 19 10 15 18 15 
W a l s a l l 1859 15 10 13 17 19 5 
C a r d i f f 1861 10 17 15 19 15 16 
Blackburn 1862 9 6 12 18 17 6 
Nottingham 1867 7 12 8 7 8 14 
Dundee 1869 5 7 4 4 10 13 
Exeter 1869 19 20 14 20 21 19 
L e i c e s t e r 1869 6 2 11 6 3 1 
Leeds 1869 1 3 3 1 4 17 
Wolverhampton 1869 12 5 5 13 20 2 
Bradford 1871 3 14 7 5 7 21 
Rochdale 1871 17 15 6 9 11 8 
Middlesbrough 1871 18 9 19 14 9 3 
Hereford 1871 21 21 21 21 13 20 
South S h i e l d s 1873 16 13 18 10 5 7 
Stockport 1875 14 16 16 11 6 10 
Swansea 1876 13 18 20 16 2 18 
Plymouth 1876 11 11 17 8 1 12 
ers 
f 
t i o n 
o 
(Based on a t a b l e i n the Borough of Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y Committee's Report 1876-7) 
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7.2 PLYMOUTH CENTRAL LIBRARY SERVICES, 1876 - 1914 
For most of the p e r i o d 1876 t o 1914 the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y 
c a r r i e d out i t s work i n the o l d converted G u i l d h a l l ( F i g . 30 ). The 
b u i l d i n g had l i t t l e m e r i t o t h e r than t h a t i t d i d enable a p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y s e r v i c e t o be e s t a b l i s h e d . From the beginning, i t gave problems 
i n terms of space and s u i t a b i l i t y . I n i t i a l l y o n l y a p a r t o f the 
b u i l d i n g was a l l o c a t e d t o the L i b r a r y - the l a r g e h a l l which became 
the L i b r a r y , the C o u n c i l Chamber and M a g i s t r a t e s ' R e t i r i n g Room which 
were thrown i n t o one l a r g e r e a d i n g room, and the T r e a s u r e r ' s O f f i c e 
which became the p r i v a t e o f f i c e o f the L i b r a r i a n (50). Immediately 
t h i s proved inadequate. In t h e f i r s t annual r e p o r t the L i b r a r i a n 
p o i n t e d t o the need f o r a q u i e t room f o r magazine us e r s and l a d y 
r e a d e r s , separate accommodation f o r j u v e n i l e s , and e x t r a space f o r the 
P a t e n t s which had been o f f e r e d by the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n . Step by 
Step the Committee acq u i r e d use of the whole b u i l d i n g by 1883, but 
even i n 1882 the Committee r e p o r t e d t h a t the présent b u i l d i n g was 
becoming too small f o r the i n c r e a s e d demand placed upon i t (51). 
Thoughts were already i n t r a i n about a new b u i l d i n g , but i t took 
t h i r t y years to achieve t h a t ambition. Most of the developments 
d e s c r i b e d i n the f o l l o w i n g pages took p l a c e w i t h i n the not unbsual 
but problematic circumstances o f i n s u f f i c i e n t and i n a p p r o p r i a t e 
accommodation. From 1882 t o 1910 the stock quadrupled, the i s s u e s 
t r e b l e d , and each new s e r v i c e implemented r e q u i r e d some space f o r 
o p e r a t i o n . The Carnegie b u i l d i n g ( v i d . Inf.) came none too soon i n 1910. 
''•¿•1 The Lending L i b r a r y 
The Lending Department opened on 28 September 1876 and 
r a p i d l y became very populär w i t h readers. For the f i r s t few weeks the 
s t a t i s t i c s were published weekly i n the Western Daily Mercury t o 
demonstrate i t s success t o a wider p u b l i c , and comparisons were 
a n x i o u s l y made with other l i b r a r i e s . In the f o u r t h week t h e d a i l y 
average i s s u e had r i s e n t o 2 56 volumes and the number of r e g i s t e r e d 
borrowers had r i s e n t o 1,400. 
"Th i s , w i t h a s m a l l l i b r a r y comprising o n l y about 4,000 
separate works, or about 7,000 volumes, i s a v e r y f a i r 
r e p o r t , and bears f a v o u r a b l e comparison w i t h o t h e r towns 
having a f a r l a r g e r stock of books at t h e i r d i s p o s a i . 
From a report of t h e Exeter Free L i b r a r y dated 1874 we 
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f i n d t h e i r d a i l y average recorded at 85 volumes, 
at South S h i e l d s , which i s perhaps a f a i r comparison, we 
f i n d t h a t the average l a s t year was 243 volumes, w h i l e i t 
i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t t h e r e are i s s u e d w i t h i n a 
hundred, as many volumes i n a day i n our l i b r a r y as i n 
Bath i n a week'.' (52) 
By the end of the f i r s t f i f t e e n months over 115,000 i s s u e s had been 
recorded and 4,500 borrowers r e g i s t e r e d . The l e n d i n g stock grew 
from n e a r l y 7,000 volumes i n 1877 t o n e a r l y 15,000 i n 1887, 2^,000'^ 
i n 1902, and 30,000 by 1914. The c o n s i d e r a b l e expenditure i n v o l v e d i n 
m a i n t a i n i n g and developing t h i s s t o ck was j u s t i f i e d a n n u a l l y i n the 
r e p o r t s by d e t a i l e d analyses of the i s s u e s , i d e n t i f y i n g d a i l y and 
monthly h i g h e s t and lowest i s s u e s , e x p l a i n i n g temporary drops and 
i n c r e a s e s , and showing the C o u n c i l s t a t i s t i c a l l y , and sometimes 
q u a l i t a t i v e l y , t h a t the Lending Department continued t o be s u c c e s s f u l . 
No doubt i t was a popular and s u c c e s s f u l Department, but i f 
the b a s i c s t a t i s t i c s f o r 1876 - 1914 are analysed i t c o u l d be argued 
t h a t i t was a s t a t i c service.' Although the stock increased from 7,000 
t o 30,000 volumes, the number of borrowers f l u c t u a t e d around an 
average of about 2,7 50 f o r the whole p e r i o d ; the average f o r t h e f i r s t 
ten years was 2,640, i n c r e a s i n g s l i g h t l y to 2,794 i n 1901-1909; i n 
1913-14 the a c t u a l number was 2,828. The i s s u e s reached over 150,000 
i n 1882 and f l u c t u a t e d narrowly around the same f i g u r e up t o 1914. 
Yet d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d the p o p u l a t i o n of Plymouth had r i s e n from about 
70,000 t o 113,000. S u p e r f i c i a l l y , i t appears t h a t the l e n d i n g s e r v i c e 
had d e c l i n e d i n p o p u l a r i t y d e s p i t e the increased resources, but i n f a c t , 
the s t a t i s t i c s do not r e v e a l the whole t r u t h . The Lending Department 
o r i g i n a l l y provided the stock and s e r v i c e f o r young people, most of 
which l a t e r separated from i t t o become the h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l School 
L i b r a r y S e r v i c e . I t a l s o provided the nucleus stock f o r the branch 
l i b r a r i e s which became separate; and i t a l s o provided loan stock t o 
a few i n s t i t u t i o n s , such as the Workhouse and P o l i c e Force ( v i d . i n f . ) , 
none o f which appears i n the Lending Department r e g i s t r a t i o n s t a t i s t i c s 
and i s s u e f i g u r e s . The Department had not been as s t a t i c as t h e 
s t a t i s t i c s suggest, and the s e r v i c e s and branches engendered by i t w i l l 
be examined i n other s e c t i o n s of t h i s chapter. 
The Lending Department c o n s i s t e d of a reader space surrounded 
by a b a r r i e r behind which the l i b r a r y s t a f f c o l l e c t e d and r e t u r n e d 
volumes t o the s i x t e e n f e e t high bays of shelves. The l e n d i n g stock 
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was arranged i n ten subject c l a s s e s wbicb were s i m i l a r t o tbose found 
i n otber l i b r a r i e s i n tbese days before tbe adoption o f standard 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s (53), v i z . : 
C l a s s A Tbeology, p b i l o s o p b y , e t c . 
C l a s s B Biograpby and correspondence 
C l a s s C H i s t o r y , voyages and t r a v e l s 
C l a s s D Law, l o g i c , p o l i t i c a l economy, education, essays,etc. 
C l a s s E A r t s , sciences and n a t u r a l b i s t o r y 
C l a s s F Poe t r y , c l a s s i c a and t b e drama 
C l a s s G F i c t i o n and works o f imagination 
C l a s s H Miscellaneous l i t e r a t u r e 
C l a s s I Magazines and reviews 
C l a s s J J u v e n i l e books 
Within each c l a s s the books appear t o have been arranged i n a c c e s s i o n 
number o r d e r , again a common p r a c t i c e (54). The problem was how t o 
make the co n t e n t s known t o the readers. A Catalogue was pu b l i s h e d i n 
September 1876 and was r a p i d l y s o l d out; the r a p i d expansion o f stock 
soon l e f t i t out of date and not worth r e p r i n t i n g . The method adopted -
by Wright t o s o l v e the problem o f a d v e r t i s i n g the stock, and keeping 
a r e c o r d of i s s u e s , was the popular one of i n t r o d u c i n g a l i b r a r y 
i n d i c a t o r . T h i s was done i n e a r l y 1879, when a d d i t i o n a l s h e l v i n g f o r 
10,000 volumes was provided by reducing the readers' space, and the 
I n d i c a t o r was f i x e d and put i n t o working order (55). The type of 
i n d i c a t o r s e l e c t e d was s i m i l a r i n s i z e and form t o the popular Wolver­
hampton model, but Wright i n c o r p o r a t e d a number o f ideas of h i s own 
which he d e s c r i b e d t o the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n a t i t s Annual Conference 
i n 1879 (56). The r e s u l t was the " L i b r a r y i n d i c a t o r - c a t a l o g u e " , a 
pi e c e o f equipment t h i r t y f e e t l o n g , about t h r e e f e e t high, r e s t i n g on 
a s l o p i n g desk f o r borrowers t o w r i t e t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n on. I t housed 
ten thousand t i n s h e l v e s , each w i t h a f i x e d number and t i t l e s l i p s . 
Each c l a s s had a separate s e c t i o n , c l e a r l y headed, so t h a t readers c o u l d 
go t o the s e c t i o n i n which they were i n t e r e s t e d . A simple c o l o u r code 
showed the reader i f a book wais not a v a i l a b l e - red f o r 'borrowed', 
white f o r 'binding', blue f o r 'withdrawn'. The charging system, based 
on the p r i n c i p l e of charging t h e book t o the borrower and d e s c r i b e d 
i n d e t a i l by Wright, was combined w i t h t h e I n d i c a t o r , and, cumbersome-
though t h e m u l t i p l e e n t r i e s seem i n modem times, i t was d e s c r i b e d as 
a r a p i d method i n which mistakes were r a r e . Borrowers soon l e a r n e d t o 
use t h e I n d i c a t o r and found i t "a wonderful convenience", l e a d i n g t o 
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t h e m a r k e d i n c r e a s e o f i s s u e s i n h i g h e r b r a n c h e s o f l i t e r a t u r e b y 
b r i n g i n g t o t h e n o t i c e o f u s e r s m a n y b o o k s w h i c h h a d p r e v i o u s l y l a i n 
i d l e o n t h e s h e l v e s . I n 1880 W r i g h t i n t r o d u c e d a f u r t h e r r e f i n e m e n t 
b y p r o v i d i n g a d i f f e r e n t c o l o u r a p p l i c a t i o n s l i p e a c h w e e k f o r s i x ^ . ^ 
w e e k s , w h i c h r e v e a l e d o v e r d u e b o o k s a t a g l a n c e ; t h i s p r i n c i p l e h a d 
a l s o b e e n a d o p t e d i n s o m e o t h e r l i b r a r i e s s u c h a s S h e f f i e l d a n d 
N e w c a s t l e , s o W r i g h t w a s n o t c l a i m i n g t o b e i t s i n v e n t o r J H o w e v e r , 
h i s m e t h o d s a t P l y m o u t h w e r e p r o f e s s i o n a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g i n t h e s e e a r l y 
y e a r s o f p u b l i c l i b r a r y d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d W r i g h t w a s a p p o i n t e d a m e m b e r 
o f t h e L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n ' s I n d i c a t o r C o m m i t t e e . T h e Report o f t h e 
I n d i c a t o r C o m m i t t e e i n 1880 (57) a d v o c a t e d t h e k e e p i n g o f a n a d d i t i o n a l 
i s s u e r e c o r d b e s i d e s t h e i n d i c a t o r r e c o r d i t s e l f , f o r s e c u r i t y r e a s o n s , 
a n d m e n t i o n s P l y m o u t h a s o n e o f t h e l i b r a r i e s p r a c t i s i n g t h i s f a i l - s a f e 
m e t h o d ; i t a l s o l i s t e d t h e t y p e s o f i n d i c a t o r i n u s e , w i t h o u t a n y o r d e r 
o f m e r i t , a n d i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e l i s t p l a c e d P l y m o u t h ' s 
I n d i c a t o r i n a c l a s s o n i t s o w n a s a n i n v e n t i o n o f W r i g h t a n d S t a n l a k e 
( t h e b u i l d e r w h o c o n s t r u c t e d i t t o W r i g h t ' s s p e c i f i c a t i o n ) , i n s t e a d o f 
i n c l u d i n g i t a s a v e r s i o n o f t h e E l l i o t ( W o l v e r h a m p t o n ) m o d e l . 
T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f o p e n a c c e s s i n p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i n 1894 
w a s n o t e d b y W r i g h t i n h i s 1893-94 a n n u a l r e p o r t , a n d h e a p p e a r e d t h e n 
t o f a v o u r i t i n p r i n c i p l e b u t f e l t t h a t : 
" . . . h o w e v e r d e s i r a b l e , c a n n o t b e c a r r i e d o u t i n o u r 
p r e s e n t p r e m i s e s , o w i n g t o t h e h e i g h t o f o u r s h e l v e s a n d 
t h e c r a m p e d c h a r a c t e r o f o u r L e n d i n g L i b r a r y ' . ' (58) 
e 
H o w e v e r , h e d i d r e c o g n i s e i n 1896-97 t h a t t h e c h a r g i n g s y s t e m w a s 
f 
o u t o f d a t e , a n d r e o r g a n i s e d i t o n t h e c a r d s y s t e m , i n w h i c h t h e 
b o r r o w e r w a s c h a r g e d t o t h e b o o k (59). F r o m J a n u a r y 1897 t h i s n e w 
s y s t e m , w h i c h r e q u i r e d t h e r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e I n d i c a t o r a n d t h e 
i s s u e o f a s m a l l f o l d i n g t i c k e t t o e a c h b o r r o w e r , w a s w o r k i n g a n d 
w a s r e p o r t e d a t t h e e n d o f t h e y e a r t o h a v e w o r k e d w e l l (60). W i t h 
n o n e w b u i l d i n g i n s i g h t , - t h e I n d i c a t o r w a s e n l a r g e d a n d r e a r r a n g e d 
i n 1903 (61) t o p r o v i d e s p a c e f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s ' a c c e s s i o n s . - B y t h e 
t i m e t h e n e w l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g a r r i v e d , W r i g h t h a d d o u b t s a b o u t o p e n 
a c c e s s i n l e n d i n g l i b r a r i e s , p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e o f t h e p r o b l e m s o f 
t h e f t s a n d v a n d a l i s m , a n d t h e i n d i c a t o r a n d c l o s e d a c c e s s w e r e 
t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o t h e L e n d i n g L i b r a r y o f t h e n e w b u i l d i n g , w h e r e i t 
w a s s t i l l i n u s e , w i t h n o p l a n s f o r i t s a b o l i t i o n , i n 1914. I n f a c t , -
i n 1913-14 W r i g h t w a s p r o p o s i n g a n e x p a n d e d o r r e v i s e d i n d i c a t o r . ' (62) 
T h i s r e t e n t i o n o f c l o s e d a c c e s s w a s p r o b a b l y t h e r e a s o n w h y W r i g h t w a s 
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d e s c r i b e d i n an o b i t u a r y as baving "ideas of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ... some-
wbat c o n s e r v a t i v e and oíd fasbioned .... Whetber be was wise i n 
r e s t r i c t i n g the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f tbe 'Open access system' t o a s e c t i o n 
o f b i s l i b r a r y (Reference L i b r a r y ) i s perbaps questionable'.' (63) 
The a c t u a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the l e n d i n g s e r v i c e seems t o 
be much the same as o t h e r l i b r a r l e s o f the p e r i o d . In 1881 a system 
of r e s e r v i n g books was in t r o d u c e d , which was much a p p r e c i a t e d (64). 
Readers could borrow a multi-volume work p r o v i d e d t h a t i t d i d not 
exceed t h r e e volumes (65). In February 1902 s t u d e n t s ' t i c k e t s were 
introduced which enabled the student t o have a second t i c k e t upon 
which a n o n - f i c t i o n work c o u l d be borrowed (66) F i n e s were exacted 
f o r overdue books, a t the r a t e of I d . per week n o r m a l l y , but 6d. 
per week f o r the non-return of books at the s p e c i f i e d dates f o r the 
h a l f y e a r l y r e c a l l s , which were operated i n the e a r l y years f o r stock 
checking purposes (67). The Lending L i b r a r y (as i t began t o be 
known a f t e r the Reference Department and other s t o c k had been 
removed from i t ) was open f o r extended hours, a t f i r s t from 10 a.m. 
t o 10 p.m. Mondays t o Saturdays, but reduced s l i g h t l y t o 9 p.m. 
c l o s i n g i n 1883. By 1903 Wednesday hours had become a h a l f day, 
l o a.m. t o 2 p.m., and Saturday r e s t o r e d t o 10 p.m. c l o s i n g . These 
hours enabled the working c l a s s readers t o have adequate access, and 
the occupation d e t a i l s of new borrowers show t h a t membership d i d 
indeed come from the groups of people which had been a n t i c i p a t e d . 
There was always a s m a l l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the p r o f e s s i o n s , but t h e i r 
use tended t o d e c l i n e i n s t e a d of i n c r e a s i n g , f o r example i n 1877 there 
were 32 medical men, i n 1914 16; l e g a l professión, 13 and 5; c l e r g y 
26 and 10; Army and Navy, 53 and 24 r e s p e c t i v e l y . Teachers c o n s i s t e n t l y 
r a t e d about 5 - 8% o f borrowers, and s c h o o l c h i l d r e n and young people 
a l s o formed an i n t e n s i v e group of users ( v i d . i n f . p, 321). These were 
p r e d i c t a b l e , and the i n t e r e s t i n g groups are the l e s s p r e d i c t a b l e 
occupations. In f a c t , the n u m e r i c a l l y highest groups are q u i t e 
c o n s i s t e n t throughout t h e p e r i o d 1876 t o 1914. By f a r the l a r g e s t 
group was t h a t o f c l e r k s and book-keepers, who formed about 10% o f the 
t o t a l borrowers, u s u a l l y w i t h 200 - 2 50 r e g i s t r a t i o n s per annum. 
The other most numerous c l a s s was teachers, a l r e a d y mentioned, followed 
by s e v e r a l groups each f l u c t u a t i n g between about 1 - 3%, but roughly 
i n descending order of s i z e : shop a s s i s t a n t s , d r a p e r s , errand boys, 
c a r p e n t e r s / j o i n e r s , m i l l i n e r s & dress-makers, a p p r e n t i c e s , and shop-
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keepers. Other groups w i t h s i z e a b l e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n from time to tlme 
i n c l u d e d : bakers, t e l e g r a p b l s t s , p a i n t e r s and g l a z i e r s , g r o c e r s , 
merchants, r a i l w a y o f f i c i a l s , p r l n t e r s and compositors, domestic 
s e r v a n t s , commercial t x a v e l l e r s , and so on. This i s an obvious 
r e f l e c t i o n of the commerce of Plymouth and the r e t a l i t r a d e s supporting 
the i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n , d e s c r i b e d i n Chapter 2, and o f f e r s nothing 
o f a s u r p r i s i n g nature. 
What d i d they read? Some i n d i c a t i o n i s given i n Tables 24 
and 25. Table 24 shows the stock i n each c l a s s i n 1877 and 1914, both 
i n a c t u a l f i g u r e s and i n percentages. Tables 25(a) and (b) show the 
a c t u a l and percentage f i g u r e s f o r i s s u e s i n the same p e r i o d , 1876-1914. 
Cla s s e s I , K and L r e f e r t o stock which could be c o n s u l t e d o n l y i n the 
L i b r a r y , and w i l l be d i s r e g a r d e d f o r the present. The remaining c l a s s e s 
were l e n d i n g stock f o r home reading. I t w i l l be seen t h a t i n 1877 the 
main demand f e i l d i r e c t l y on C l a s s G, the f i c t i o n s t o c k , which accounted 
f o r h a l f of the i s s u e s ; c l a s s J , j u v e n i l e books, accounted f o r over 
14%, so t h a t these two c l a s s e s between them accounted f o r about 64% 
of the i s s u e . The other home-reading i s s u e s accounted f o r l e s s than 
19%, w i t h Class C, h i s t o r y , voyages and t r a v e l , the most populär w i t h 
n e a r l y 10% and C l a s s B, biography, n e a r l y 3%. By 1914 the f i c t i o n 
and j u v e n i l e stock had been subdivided i n t o e x t r a c l a s s e s because of 
the growth of branches and the school l i b r a r y s e r v i c e , but i n 
the comparable c l a s s e s the a d u l t f i c t i o n accounted f o r a t l e a s t 23% 
and j u v e n i l e and s c h o o l i s s u e s f o r n e a r l y 59%. Apart from the Classes 
I , K and L, which were s t i l l r e f e r e n c e i s s u e s o n l y , the o n l y n o n - f i c t i o n 
c l a s s e s t o r e c e i v e more than one per cent were B, C, E and F, v i z . 
h i s t o r y and biography had been j o i n e d by A r t s / s c i e n c e s / n a t u r a l h i s t o r y 
and P o e t r y / c l a s s i c s / d r a m a as the most-read s u b j e c t s . The a c t u a l 
stock percentages show t h a t i n i t i a l l y a balance of stock was sought, 
w i t h the g r e a t e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n the areas which were expected t o 
be the s u b j e c t of demand - p a r t i c u l a r l y f i c t i o n , and h i s t o r y . and t r a v e l . 
By 1914 the reference stock and, l o c a i l i t e r a t u r e had grown t o a t o t a l 
43% of the stock, and the c l a s s e s i n which the main demand f o r home-
reading f e i l formed l e s s than 30% (G 14.2%, J 1%, S 13%). The reason 
f o r the l a t t e r comparatively low f i g u r e s was not l a c k of a t t e n t i o n to -
the c l a s s e s , but the u s u a i problem of i n t e n s i v e demand r e s u l t i n g i n 
heavy wear and t e a r and h i g h replacement r a t e s , so t h a t the net g a i n 
Key t o the subject c l a s s e s shown on Tables 24 and 25 
A Theology, p h i l o s o p h y , and r e l i g i o n 
B Biography and correspondence 
C H i s t o r y , voyages and t r a v e l s 
D Education, p o l i t i c a l economy, e t c . 
E A r t s , s c i e n c e s , and n a t u r a l h i s t o r y 
F Poetry, c l a s s i c s and drama 
G F i c t i o n (prose) 
H Mi sc e l 1 an eou s 1 i t er at ur e 
I Magazines and reviews (bound volumes) 
J J u v e n i l e works 
K Works of r e f e r e n c e 
L Devon and Co r n w a l l L i b r a r y 
M Music 
R Books f o r the b l i n d 
S & T School and branch l i b r a r i e s 
Table 24 • Plymouth Free Public Library stock, 1876-7 and 1913-4 
Class 1876-7 (actual) 1876 (%) 1913-4 (actual) 1913-4 (%) 
vols. vols. 
A 326 4.1 1,644 2.3 
B 744 9.4 3,537 5.0 
C 1,637 20.8 4,876 6.9 
D 145 l.B 1,243 1.8 
E 487 6.2 2,231 3.2 
F 469 5.9 2,253 3.2 
G 1,373 17.5 10,094 14.2 
H 431 5.5 250 0.4 
I 759 9.7 3,855 5.5 
J 473 6.0 702 1.0 
K 666 8.4 16,410 23.2 
L 368 4.7 14,Ol6 " 19.8 
M 351 0.5 
R 
S 9,183 13.0 
Total 7,908 lOO.O 70,665 lOO.O 
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T a b l e 25 . P l y m o u t h P u b l i c L i b r a r y i s s u e s t a t i s t i c s , 1 8 7 6 - 1 9 1 4 . 
( B a s e d on a innua l s t a t i s t i c s i n t h e A n n u a l reports 1876-7 to 1913-4) 
(a) A c t u a l s t a t i s t i c s 
C l a s s 1 8 7 6 / 7 7 1880 1 8 9 0 / 9 1 1 9 0 0 / 0 1 1 9 1 3 / 1 4 A v e r a g e 
1 8 7 6 - 1 9 1 4 
A 689 1 ,858 777 1 , 0 0 6 3 , 6 0 1 1 ,757 
B 3 , 6 9 9 4 , 8 3 7 2 , 4 7 4 2 , 9 3 9 6 ,177 3 , 9 9 6 
C 1 2 , 0 5 7 1 0 , 9 5 4 6 , 9 7 4 6 , 0 6 6 7 , 0 1 5 7 , 3 4 5 
D 514 749 358 583 2 , 9 0 5 1 ,253 
E 2 , 2 5 2 4 , 1 1 1 2 , 2 0 7 3 , 1 2 5 5 ,838 4 , 5 0 6 
F 1 ,618 2 , 7 5 8 1 , 0 9 5 1 , 2 6 5 7 , 4 5 9 2 , 9 0 0 
G 6 2 , 4 9 9 8 4 , 0 6 8 6 4 , 8 1 3 6 2 , 2 2 8 9 2 , 4 3 9 7 5 , 2 9 0 
H 2 , 7 3 2 2 , 8 5 9 2 , 0 3 8 134 1 , 5 7 6 ( a ) 
I 7 , 9 6 8 1 4 , 0 3 6 9 , 3 6 2 6 ,607 8 , 1 8 8 9 , 0 7 7 
J 1 8 , 0 4 7 2 4 , 3 3 5 1 0 4 , 4 0 4 8 , 9 2 0 1 8 , 8 6 6 2 3 , 4 8 2 
K 9 , 0 8 7 1 7 , 0 2 5 3 2 , 1 3 3 6 2 , 1 2 8 6 6 , 0 7 1 4 8 , 5 9 2 
L 3 , 8 9 7 4 , 2 6 1 5 ,217 4 , 1 2 6 1 0 , 9 3 4 5 ,222 
M 1,02 5 2 , 1 4 2 1 , 8 0 5 ( b ) 
R 135 136 1 8 1 ( c ) 
S & T 2 1 9 , 5 5 3 1 7 0 , 5 0 6 1 6 9 , 2 6 1 ( d ) 
T o t a l 1 2 5 , 0 5 9 1 7 1 , 8 5 1 2 3 1 , 8 5 2 3 7 9 , 8 4 0 4 0 2 , 2 7 7 2 9 0 , 5 8 0 
(b) P e r c e n t a g e s 
A 0 . 5 5 1.1 0 . 3 5 0 . 2 5 0 . 9 0 . 6 
B 2 . 9 5 2 . 8 1 .05 0 . 7 5 1 .55 1.4 
C 9 . 6 5 ' 6 .3 3 . 0 1 .6 1 .75 2 . 5 
D 0 . 4 0 . 4 5 0 . 1 5 0 . 1 5 0 . 7 0 . 5 
E 1.8 2 . 4 0 . 9 5 0 . 8 1 .45 1 .5 
F 1.3 1 .6 0 . 4 5 0 . 3 5 1 .85 l . O 
G 5 0 . 0 4 8 . 9 2 8 . 0 1 6 . 4 2 3 . 0 2 5 . 9 
H 2 . 2 1 .65 0 . 9 0 . 0 5 0 . 4 (a) 
I 6 . 3 5 8 . 2 4 . 0 5 1 .75 2 . 0 3 . 1 
J 1 4 . 4 5 1 4 . 2 4 5 . 0 2 . 3 5 4 . 7 8 . 1 
K 7 . 2 5 9 . 9 1 3 . 8 5 1 6 . 3 5 1 6 . 4 1 6 . 7 
L 3 . 1 2 . 5 2 . 2 5 1.1 2 . 7 1.8 
M 0 . 2 5 0 . 5 5 0 . 3 ( b ) 
R 0 . 0 5 0 . 0 5 0 . 0 3 ( c ) 
S & T 5 7 . 8 4 2 . 4 3 6 . 2 ( d ) 
(a) a v e r a g e 1876-1901 (b) a v e r a g e 1898-1914 (c) a v e r a g e 1 8 9 6 - 1 9 1 4 
(d) a v e r a g e 1891-1914 
i n stock s i z e was a very slow process. The a c t u a l f i g u r e s f o r each 
c l a s s are shown i n Table 24 , from which i t can be seen t h a t C l a s s G 
grew from under 2,400 vol\imes i n 1877 t o over 10,000 i n 1914, and 
t h a t the j u v e n i l e / s c h o o l stock i n C l a s s e s J and S grew from l e s s than 
50O volumes t o n e a r l y 10,000 i n the saime p e r i o d . E x t r a space i n 
which t o s t o r e the expanding l e n d i n g stock was f i r s t o f a l l gained • 
as other areas of the o l d G u i l d h a l l were taken over by the Free 
L i b r a r y and converted i n t o space f o r the Reference Department and 
L o c a l Department, l e a v i n g the Lending Department w i t h the whole o f 
the o r i g i n a l l i b r a r y area which then began t o be c a l l e d the Lending 
L i b r a r y . Afterwards, space f o r stock was found simply by reducing 
the space a v a i l a b l e t o readers and producing simple over-crowding.' 
Two c l a s s e s o f m a t e r i a l were added t o the Lending L i b r a r y 
i n the l a t e 1890s. One was C l a s s M, Music, which had a steady popu­
l a r i t y among a comparatively small group of s p e c i a l i s t u s ers; and 
the other was C l a s s R, Books f o r the B l i n d , which had a chequered 
h i s t o r y but deserves b r i e f a t t e n t i o n , 
VJright never missed a t t e n d i n g the annual L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , 
conferences, and always evaluated new ideas from them i n terms of 
p o s s i b l e Plymouth a p p l i c a t i o n . In 1886 he was impressed by a paper 
by J,P. B r i s c o e on the subject of books f o r the b l i n d ( 68), and 
r e p o r t e d t o the Free L i b r a r y Committee t h a t the idea had found favour 
among l i b r a r i a n s , t h a t s e v e r a l o f the c h i e f l i b r a r i e s provided books 
f o r the b l i n d , arfd t h e r e was a c o n s i d e r a b l e demand f o r such l i t e r a t u r e , 
which was not expensive (69), He had prepared a l i s t of books f o r 
the b l i n d , but i t was t e n years b e f o r e he was permitted t o s t a r t such 
a s e r v i c e . The Committee was c l e a r l y not convinced t h a t t h e r e was an 
urgent need. Indeed, i f B r i s c o e ' s formula of 1:1,OOO was a p p l i e d t o 
Plymouth, the number of b l i n d people i n 1886 would have been about80 , 
and by 1896 about 95 , In the l a t t e r year the Committee a u t h o r i s e d 
the establishment of the s e r v i c e , p o s s i b l y spurred on by the o f f e r s 
then being made by Miss A r n o l d , fovmder of the N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y f o r 
the B l i n d , t o supply books t o p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s (69), More than 100 
volumes i n B r a i l l e and Moon type were purchased, together w i t h some 
p e r i o d i c a l s , and placed i n a new C l a s s R, Issues began i n November 
1896, In the second year the stock was increased t o 2 55 items, and 
i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t the demand was " s t e a d i l y advancing" (70), In 
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r e a l i t y , however, the demand was alr e a d y d e c l i n i n g . ' The 1896/97 iss u e 
of 302 i n f i v e months, averaging 60 per month, was the peak i s s u e -
the average per month i n successive years was 38, 21, 19, 11 and 6 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . In 1902/3 C l a s s R was e f f e c t i v e l y disbanded, and about 
140 books were r e t u r n e d "to the S o c i e t y from whom t h e y were borrowedV 
and the remaining volumes were handed over t o augment the sm a l l c o l l e c t i o n 
at the I n s t i t u t i o n o f the B l i n d at North H i l l , " t h e r e being l i t t l e o r 
nor demand f o r them here" (71) That was not t h e end of the s e r v i c e . 
I t was probably i n a n t i c i p a t i o n of a l a r g e r number o f p o t e n t i a l users 
a f t e r the amalgamation o f the Three Towns t h a t f r e s h arrangements were 
made i n 1913/4 w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y f o r the B l i n d t o r e c e i v e a 
sélection o f books i n b r a i l l e each month, and C l a s s R was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d . 
The p r e l i m i n a r y expérience showed t h a t the books were much ap p r e c i a t e d , 
and i t was planned t o extend the s e r v i c e i n t h e near f u t u r e (72). 
7.2.2 The Référence L i b r a r y 
The Référence L i b r a r y began as a small Référence Department 
i n the same room as the Lertding Department, although i t d i d not open 
u n t i l November 1876, s e v e r a l weeks a f t e r the o f f i c i a i opening. Open 
access was g i v e n t o a t l a s e s , d i r e c t o r i e s and s i m i l a r works kept on the 
reading room t a b l e s , but readers had t o apply t o t h e s t a f f f o r other 
référence stock. Casual users could f i l l i n an a p p l i c a t i o n s l i p on 
each o c c a s i o n , but people who wanted t o use the référence stock 
f r e q u e n t l y c o u l d a p p l y f o r a 2d. reader's medal, which made the form 
f i l l i n g unnecessary a f t e r the i n i t i a l a p p l i c a t i o n had been accepted. 
The reader's medal System was adopted from the beginning and apparently 
proved popùlar. In the f i r s t f i f t e e n months n e a r l y one thousand medal-
holders were r e g i s t e r e d , o f whom 26% were \inder 16 year s , 25% from 16 
to 20 years, and 49% adùlts. The most numerous occupation groups were 
s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , 121, and c l e r k s , 155, and, as i n . t h e Lending L i b r a r y , 
t h ere was représentation from the envisaged p r o f e s s i o n a l , commercial 
and r e t a i l groups. (The occupations o f t h e c a s u a l u s e r s were not i n c l u -
ded i n the s t a t i s t i c a l t a b l e s ) . The medal, which had been designed 
by John S h e l l y , was a brass o v a l d i s e , on one s i d e o f which was the 
Plymouth coat o f arms sourrounded by the words "Plymouth F r e e . L i b r a r y 
open d a i l y from 10 a.m. t o 10 p.m.'.' On th e o t h e r s i d e appeared the 
reader's r e g i s t e r e d number, surrounded by the words "This t i c k e t i s 
issued s u b j e c t t o the Rules and Régulations'.' 
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The i n l t i a l stock o f the Reference L i b r a r y was v e r y s m a l l , 
666 volumes, and the e a r l i e s t r e p o r t s r e c o r d t h a t the volume of 
r e f e r e n c e work was low because of the p a u c i t y o f stock. T h i s was 
remedied as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . In 1879 e x t r a rooms on the upper 
f l o o r were taken over by the L i b r a r y and were f i t t e d up as a separate 
Reference L i b r a r y , opened on 29 August, w i t h a member of s t a f f assigned 
t o supervise i t ( 7 3 ) . Immediately the use increased d r a m a t i c a l l y , from 
4,466 i s s u e s i n 1879 t o over 17,000 i n 1880, although the stock had 
o n l y i n c r e a s e d t o about 2,000 volumes. More s h e l v i n g was added i n 
1881, e n a b l i n g a l i the r e f e r e n c e stock and the a s s o c i a t e d Devon and 
Comwall s t o c k t o be housed together. The Librarían's p l e a i n 1881 
f o r more standard works t o be provided was probably met, f o r by 1884 
the stock had doubled. However, not a l i o f the new a d d i t i o n s were of 
p r a c t i c a l v a l u e , f o r 1,600 volumes c o n s i s t e d of the Plymouth Medicai 
S o c i e t y ' s donation i n 1884 of i t s o l d e r l i b r a r y books. Many of them, 
reported Wright, were p u f e l y medicai and somewhat out of date, but, he 
added p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y , they were not v a l u e l e s s from a l i t e r a r y p o i n t of 
view (74). In the same year the Reference L i b r a r y room was extended 
t o doublé i t s c a p a c i t y , w i t h r o o f l i g h t i n g being introduced so t h a t a l i 
of the W a l l space was a v a i l a b l e f o r books. Unfortxanately the proposed 
p u b i i c a t i o n o f a catalogue had t o be postponed because of l a c k of 
funds, and the Committee agreed i n s t e a d t o a h a n d l i s t being preparad 
as some form o f guidance t o users. 
The stock of the Reference L i b r a r y appears i n the general 
L i b r a r y s t a t i s t i c s as C l a s s K, but i n f a c t i t was subdivided i n t o the 
f o l l o w i n g c l a s s e s , w h i c h roughly p a r a l l e l i e d t he main c l a s s i f i c a t i o n : 
A B i b l i c a l and r e l i g i o u s works 
B B i o g r a p h i c a l works 
C General h i s t o r y , t r a v e l , e t c . 
D D i c t i o n a r i e s , encyclopaedias and o t h e r comprehensive works 
E A r t s , science and n a t u r a i h i s t o r y 
F P o e t r y , drama and' the c l a s s i c s 
G F i c t i o n cind general l i t e r a t u r a 
H H e r a l d l e and g e n e a l o g i c a ! works 
I Magazines, reviews and newspapers _ 
J General t o p o g r a p h i c a l works 
/ 
K S p e c i f i c a t i o n o f Patents and Abridgments 
L Devon and C o m w a l l 
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A p a r t f r o m C l a s s e s K a n d L , w h i c h w l l l b e c o n s i d e r e d s e p a r a t e l y , t b e 
m o s t b e a v i l y u s e d c l a s s w a s I , m a g a z i n e s , r e v i e w s a n d n e w s p a p e r s . I n 
d e s c e n d i n g o r d e r o f p o p u l a r i t y t b e r e u s u a l l y f o l l o w e d D , w e l l a h e a d 
o f t b e g r o u p G , E , C a n d F ; f o l l o w e d b y J a n d B ; a n d f i n a l l y , t r a i l i n g 
f a r b e h i n d , A a n d H. T b i s p a t t e r n r e m a i n e d r o u g b l y t r u e r e g a r d l e s s 
o f t b e g r o w t h i n t o t a l v o l u m e o f i s s u e s , w h i c b r e a c b e d o v e r 5 0 , 0 0 0 b y 
1 9 1 3 / 4 . T h e l a t t a r f i g u r e d o e s n o t , h o w e v e r , a d e q u a t e l y r e p r e s e n t 
t h e n u m b e r o f b o o k s c o n s u l t e d , f o r s i n c e t h e o p e n i n g o f t b e n e w l i b r a r y 
b u i l d i n g i n 1 9 1 0 t b e R é f é r e n c e L i b r a r y h a d b e e n o p e n a c c e s s . 
7 . 2 . 3 T h e P a t e n t s C o l l e c t i o n 
T h e P a t e n t O f f i c e h a d o r i g i n a l l y s u p p l i e d i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s 
t o P l y m o u t h M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t i o n , w h e r e t h e y a c c u m u l a t e d i n a n u n t i d y 
a n d u n s o r t e d c o n d i t i o n , n o t r e a d i l y u s a b l e b y a n y e n q u i r e r . A s s o o n a s 
t b e F r e e L i b r a r y w a s a f a i t a c c o m p l i t h e I n s t i t u t i o n o f f e r e d t b e p a t e n t s 
t o t h e F r e e L i b r a r y , w h i c h a t f i r s t l a c k e d s u f f i c i e n t s p a c e . N e v e r t h e -
l e s s , i n t h e e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t s p a c e w o u l d b e f o u n d , t b e a u t h o r i s a t i o n 
f o r t h e t r a n s f e r w a s s o u g h t a n d ' r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s o f 
P a t e n t s . I n 1 8 7 9 a r o o m o n t b e l o w e r g r o u n d f l o o r w a s p r e p a r e d , a n d 
P l y m o u t h B o r o u g h C o u n c i l m a d e a g r a n t t o c o v e r t h e c o s t o f r e m o v i n g t h e 
p a t e n t s a n d a l s o t o c o m p e n s a t e t h e C o r a m i t t e e o f t b e M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u ­
t i o n f o r t h e i r c o s t s i n s t o r i n g t h e c o l l e c t i o n ( 7 5 ) . T h e t r a n s f e r 
t o o k p l a c e i n F e b r u a r y 1 8 8 0 o f t b e l a r g e m a s s o f p a p e r s , c o n s i s t i n g o f 
p a t e n t s f r o m 1 6 1 7 . T h e p a p e r s f i l l e d 6 0 0 f t . o f s h e l f s p a c e i n t h e 
b a s e m e n t , a n d t h e Indexes, Journals, Reports and Abridgmehts o v e r f l o w e d 
i n t o t b e R é f é r e n c e L i b r a r y u p s t a i r s . N o t o n l y d i d t b e c o l l e c t i o n t a k e 
u p a l o t o f s p a c e , i t a l s o t o o k a b o u t o n e m a n - y e a r t o r e a r r a n g e a n d 
s o r t i t .' ( 7 6 ) T h e h e a v y r e s o u r c e i n p u t w a s a p p a r e n t l y t h o u g h t t o b e 
j u s t i f i e d b y t h e p r e s t i g e v a l u e o f b e i n g t b e o n l y t o w n i n t b e S o u t h ­
w e s t t o b a v e a c o m p l e t e s e t - t b e n e a r e s t w e r e a t B r i s t o l a n d S o u t h a m p ­
t o n . H o w e v e r , t h e a c t u a l u s a g e w a s l o w , p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e o f t b e n o n -
i n d u s t r i a l n a t u r e o f t b e a r e a . I n 1 8 8 4 a p e a k i s s u e o f n e a r l y 3 , 0 0 0 
i s s u e s w a s r e a c b e d , f o l l o w e d b y a r a p i d d e c l i n e t o 2 6 9 i n 1 8 8 8 / 9 , a n 
u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i n c r e a s e t o a b o u t 2 , 0 0 0 a r o u n d _ 1 8 9 7 _ _ ( p e r h a p s c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h Q u e e n V i c t o r i a ' s J u b i l e e c é l é b r a t i o n ? ) a n d a r e t u r n t o t b e d o l d r u m 
2 3 4 i n 1 9 0 1 , A t t b i s p o i n t a n y p r i d e i n h a v i n g t b e o n l y c o l l e c t i o n 
i n t h e a r e a w a s o u t w e i g h e d b y p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d é r a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
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t h a t of space. The L i b r a r i a n recommended t h a t t he c o l l e c t i o n o f 
patents should be r e t u r n e d t o H.M. s t a t i o n e r y O f f i c e , t o which the 
Committee agreed, i n 1901 n i n e and a h a l f t o n s were d u l y despatched, 
at the unheard-of p o s t a l charge of over £10 even u s i n g the cheap 
waste-paper p o s t a l rates,' (77) 
7.2,4 The.Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y , 
The f i n e Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y , d estroyed i n 1941, had 
a r e p u t a t i o n among l i b r a r i a n s f o r being one of t h e best l o c a l c o l l e c t i o n s 
i n the country. I t achieved i t s c o l l e c t i o n through a p o s i t i v e p o l i c y 
c a r r i e d out over a long p e r i o d , and owes i t s establishment and strong 
e a r l y developnent t o W,H.K. Wright. In 1876 the i d e a o f a l o c a l 
c o l l e c t i o n was not a new one - s e v e r a l p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s such as Man­
ch e s t e r , Birmingham, B r i s t o l , and many others - a l r e a d y had l o c a l 
c o l l e c t i o n s , but Wright played a p a r t i n promoting t h e spread of t h i s 
s e r v i c e . In a paper t o the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1878 (78) he wrote: 
"Permit me .,. t o observe, t h a t I have no i n t e n t i o n t o 
take c r e d i t t o myself f o r any o r i g i n a l i t y i n t h i s matter. 
The i d e a i s not a novel one , The o n l y o r i g i n a l i t y 
I can l a y c l a i m t o i s i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the matter 
t o your n o t i c e .,,',' 
In the paper, he s t r e s s e d t he need f o r good c a t a l o g u e s of l o c a l c o l l e c ­
t i o n s , the l i b r a r i a n ' s need f o r s p e c i a l knowledge o f the works i n t h i s 
f i e l d , and the need t o l o o k up and rescue o l d and r a r e works from 
d e s t r u c t i o n . As a museum should have c o l l e c t i o n s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
the n a t u r a l h i s t o r y e t c . of i t s d i s t r i c t , so should a l i b r a r y have 
c o l l e c t i o n s on a l l m atters r e l a t i n g t o i t s town o r country. The 
B r i t i s h Museum maxim "a c c e p t i n g e v e r y t h i n g , d i s d a i n i n g n o t h i n g " , should 
be a p p l i e d . At Plymouth, he had a l r e a d y beg\in t o p r a c t i s e what he 
preached i n h i s paper. 
The e a r l y debates on e s t a b l i s h i n g a p u b l i c l i b r a r y a t Plymouth 
do not seem t o have mentioned the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a l o c a l c o l l e c t i o n , and 
i t seems very l i k e l y t h a t t h i s idea took shape a f t e r the appointment of 
Wright i n February 1876 and h i s i n i t i a l t o u r of l i b r a r i e s i n the n o r t h 
of England, The f i r s t r e f e r e n c e t o a l o c a l c o l l e c t i o n seems t o be i n 
May 1876: _ 
"As Birmingham has i t s Shakespearean L i b r a r y , so i t i s 
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intended t o form a separate department f o r the works 
r e l a t l n g t o Devon and Cornwall o r whlch may have been 
w r i t t e n by n a t i v e s o r résidents of tbese two western 
counties'; (79) 
Tbe L i b r a r y Committee needed l i t t l e p e rsuasion, "encouraging me i n 
t b i s spécial work, b e l i e v i n g t b a t i t w i l l be of s e r v i c e i n t b e f u t u r e " 
(80) . At tbe time the p o l i c y was e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e r e was no p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y i n Cornwall, and o n l y Exeter i n Devon. The i n c r e a s i n g 
a t t r a c t i o n o f Plymouth as a régional c e n t r e f o r Cornwall and much 
o f Devon by t b i s time made the geographical scope a l o g i c a l c h o i c e . 
In the very f i r s t r e p o r t on the Plymouth Free L i b r a r y there • 
appeared C l a s s L, Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y , w i t h an i n i t i a l stock o f 
368 items. The f i r s t few annual r e p o r t s c o n s t a n t l y drew spécial 
a t t e n t i o n t o t b i s c o l l e c t i o n , i n v i t i n g i n t u r n donations by authors, 
p u b l i s h e r s , book c o l l e c t o r s , r e a d e r s , and s e c r e t a r i e s of l o c a l i n s t i -
t u t i o n s , culminâting w i t h the c i r c u l a t i o n o f a spécial appeal f o r 
donations of l o c a l books and money i n 1882 (81) In t h a t year the 
Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y was moved t o a permanent l o c a t i o n i n the 
Référence L i b r a r y , but a l r e a d y the a l l o t t e d shelves were f u l l and 
more spacé was u r g e n t l y needed not o n l y f o r books but f o r readers 
because C l a s s L was the most h e a v i l y used s e c t i o n o f the Référence 
L i b r a r y . In 1889 i t was p l a c e d i n a separate room adjacent t o the 
Rfserence L i b r a r y . I t then c o n s i s t e d of over 4,000 volumes and 
pamphlets, but even so another appeal was made f o r more donations 
i n 1890. In about 1892 t h e l o c a l books from the Lending L i b r a r y were 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o the Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y , and i t was made the 
broad p o l i c y t h a t the c o l l e c t i o n was f o r référence use, w i t h o n l y a 
few items being issued f o r home reading (82). 
The c a t a l o g u i n g o f t b i s spécial c o l l e c t i o n proved something 
o f a permanentiproblem. At f i r s t the stock was in c l u d e d i n the gênerai 
l i b r a r y catalogue p u b l i s h e d i n 1876, and i t s supplément 1878. From 
1879-1887 the L i b r a r y ' s a d d i t i o n s were p r i n t e d as appendices i n the 
annual r e p o r t s , and as s e l e c t l i s t s t h e r e a f t e r . In 1880 i t was 
planned t o produce a separate Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y Catalogue as 
P a r t 3 o f the new ca t a l o g u e intended t o cover the whole stock; but 
the f i n a n c i a l f a i l u r e o f P a r t 1 l e d t o the postponement o f t h e r e s t . 
I t was not u n t i l 1892 t h a t t h e f i r s t s e p a r a t e l y p r i n t e d Catalogue of 
the Devon and Cornwall Library was p u b l i s h e d , based on manuscript 
c a t a l o g u e s . In 1903/4 Wright report e d t h a t he was p r e p a r i n g a card 
catalogue of the L o c a i C o l l e c t i o n (83); i t seems t h a t a detennined 
attempt was being made t e ca t a l o g u e a l i o f the "accumulation of years" 
In t h i s f l e x i b l e new format, f o r i n 1906/7 i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t 527 
l o c a i p r i n t s had been c a t a l o g u e d , and i n 1913/4 i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t 
a l i l o c a i p r i n t s , maps and p o r t r a i t s had been i n c l u d e d i n t h i s card 
catalogue. By 1914 the stock had grown t o over 14,000 items, many 
of them being r a r e and unique, but d e s t i n e d t o he destroyed i n the 
B l i t z o f 1941. U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s a l s o i n c l u d e d unique c o p i e s of 
catalogues and documents r e l a t i n g t o the e a r l y l i b r a r i e s of. Plymouth 
which are l i s t e d i n the p u b l i s h e d catalogue of 1892." 
7.2.5 The newsrooms. 
An important s e r v i c e provided by the e a r l y p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s 
was the newsroom f a c i l i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y before the f a l l o f newspaper 
p r i c e s t o a l e v e l which almost everyone could a f f o r d ; but even then, 
the l i b r a r i e s provided a wide range of d a i l y newspapers, weekly j o u r n a l 
monthly p e r i o d i c a l s and q u a r t e r l y reviews, t o g e t h e r w i t h a s c a t t a r of 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s casual l i t e r a t u r e , which a t t r a c t e d a v a r i e t y o f users. 
In the l a r g e r l i b r a r i e s t h e r e might be not one newsroom but perhaps 
a s e r i e s , c a t e r i n g not o n l y f o r the general reader o f newspapers,but 
l a d y readers, young people, readers of the more academic j o u r n a l s who 
needed q u i e t c o n d i t i o n s , and so on. Plymouth g r a d u a l l y a c q u i r e d some 
f a c i l i t y f o r t h i s v a r i e t y o f readers. 
The Newsroom was the f i r s t s e r v i c e of t h e Plymouth Free 
L i b r a r y t o be put i n t o o p e r a t i o n , on the o f f i c i a i opening d a t e , 30 
August 1876. Open from 9 a.m. t o 10 p.m. , Mondays t o Saturdays, i t 
contained about twenty newspapers and j o u r n a l s f i x e d on stands, one 
t a b l e f o r l a d y readers, and othe r t a b l e s f o r q u a r t e r l y , monthly and 
weekly p u b l i c a t i o n s r e s p e c t i v e l y (84). Readers soon f i l l e d and 
crowded the f a c i l i t i e s , and even the p r o v i s i o n o f e x t r a stands i n 1878 
by moving the L a d i e s ' Table t o t h e Reference L i b r a r y was inadequate. 
In 1879 the o l d committee room was added t o the newsroom and was 
d i v i d e d f o r the use o f l a d i e s and f o r readers o f reviews and higher 
c l a s s magazines seeking comparative q u i e t . I f the c o l d of the 
i n i t i a l l y unheated rooms had not d e t e r r e d u s e r s , t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f a 
l a r g a slow-combustion stove i n 1880 probably encouraged them i n w i n t e r . 
A one-day survey i n January 1883 r e v e a l e d 1,687 v i s i t o r s . 
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In 1882, as the L i b r a r y took over more space, a separate 
L a d i e s ' Room was provided, and t h e i r former room was made i n t o the 
Review Room, a q u i e t room f o r g e n e r a l readers. In 1884 an extension 
o f t h e L i b r a r y r e s u l t e d i n more space f o r the Newsroom, which was now 
about 60' by 20'(85). The Review Room was given up t o l a d y r e a d e r s , 
but i n 1888/9 i t was reported t h a t t h e r e was again a need f o r a 
separate magazine room because o f t h e crowding i n t h e general Newsroom. 
At t h i s t i m e , hopes were beginning t o r i s e f o r t h e a c q u i s i t i o n o f a 
s i t e on which t o b u i l d a new l i b r a r y , but hopes were dashed and an 
a l t e r n a t i v e programma o f ad a p t a t i o n s was c a r r i e d out. The Newsroom 
remained i n the basement ( i . e . a t ground l e v e l j , but the rearrangement 
d u r i n g a d a p t a t i o n s seems t o bave r e s t o r e d t h e f a c i l i t y of a Magazine 
Room, f o r i n 1905/6 i t was p o s s i b l e t o hold l e c t u r e s i n the Magazine 
Room as p a r t o f the l i b r a r y e x t e n s i o n a c t i v i t i e s . 
The l a d i e s ' reading f a c i l i t i e s bave been i n d i c a t e d i n the 
above o u t l i n e . S t a r t i n g w i t h a separate t a b l e i n the Newsroom i n 1876, 
a temporary move t o the Reference L i b r a r y i n 1878, and the use of par t 
of a room i n 1879, at l a s t a separate L a d i e s ' Room was provided i n 1882. 
Sev e r a l s p e c i a l papers and d u p l i c a t e s of i l l u s t r a t e d and ot h e r w e e k l i e s 
were provided f o r t h i s room. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , w i t h i n a couple o f years, 
the l a d i e s were considered t o be the c h i e f o f f e n d e r s i n p i l f e r i n g 
magazines from the newsrooms.' S u p e r v i s i o n o f the newsroom compi ex 
was probably v e r y l i m i t e d , f o r a lthough the L i b r a r y had a " H a l l - k e e p e r " 
i n 1876, replaced'by a c a r e t a k e r / c l e a n e r i n 1882 who might bave helped 
to s u p e r v i s e the rooms, i t was not u n t i l 1893/4 t h a t a s p e c i a l newsroom 
attendant was appointed. 
The supply of l i t e r a t u r e t o the newsrooms was a p p a r e n t l y 
q u i t e generous i n q u a n t i t y and broad i n i t s scope. By 1882 t h e r e were 
14 d a i l y newspapers, 88 weekly j o u r n a l s , 60 monthly magazines,. and 12 
q u a r t e r l y reviews. In a d d i t i o n , t h e r e was a s e l e c t i o n of annuals, r a i l w a y 
t i m e t a b l e s , and such other c a s u a l l i t e r a t u r e as might be a v a i l a b l e . Much 
of t h e l i t e r a t u r e was donated, and nothing seems t o have been turned 
away. In the f i r s t year, 19 papers and railwav-,timetables were donated 
by t h e i r p u b l i s h e r s , 12 by v a r i o u s " f r i e n d s " , and 8 provineia,l_-papers 
and v a r i o u s weekly j o u r n a l s by the E d i t o r of the Western Morning News. 
The expenditure on newspapers and magazines i n 1876/7 was £56, r i s i n g 
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t o E73 i n 1884, and nearing EICX) by 1893, a f t e r wbicb tbe establishment 
of branch r e a d i n g rooms caused the d u p l i c a t i o n o f s u b s c r i p t i o n s , and 
at l e a s t a d o u b l i n g of expenditure. 
7.2.6 L i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n f o r young people 
L i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n f o r young people was s t i l l i n the pioneer 
stages i n p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s when Plymouth Free L i b r a r y opened i n 1876. 
The n a t u r e and extent of such p r o v i s i o n v a r i e d (87). Manchester was 
the f i r s t t o e s t a b l i s h a s p e c i a l s e r v i c e , w i t h t h e opening of a separate 
reading department f o r boys i n 1862, w i t h i t s own stock o f l i t e r a t u r e . 
Other noteworthy c o l l e c t i o n s of j u v e n i l e l i t e r a t u r e were provided at 
Birkenhead i n 1865 and Birmingham i n 1869. The next decade, according 
t o E l l i s (88), brought about "Noteable examples o f l i b r a r y work w i t h 
young people ... at Cambridge from 1872, Manchester from 1878 
Plymouth from 1879, and Newcastle upon Tyne from 1880'.' Although 
Plymouth d i d make e a r l y p r o v i s i o n f o r young people, i t s main p i o n e e r i n g 
e f f o r t was i n t h e establishment of school l i b r a r i e s , which w i l l be 
s t u d i e d s e p a r a t e l y i n Chapter 8.- T h i s s e c t i o n i s concerned w i t h the 
p r o v i s i o n f o r young people at the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y . 
J u v e n i l e l i t e r a t u r e was e s t a b l i s h e d as C l a s s J i n the nucleus 
stock, and at the end of 1877 i t c o n s i s t e d of 473 volumes, 6% of the 
t o t a l s t o c k ; i t t r e b l e d i n s i z e i n the f i r s t ten y e a r s , ^^d rose s l i g h t l y 
t o form 7% of the'whole stock. During t h a t same p e r i o d the young 
borrowers, under 15 years, formed between 14% and 19% of the readers 
(Table 26 ). The f i r s t annual r e p o r t showed t h a t t h e r e were 600 young 
borrowers, and 259 (26%) of the medal-holders i n the Reference Department 
were under 16 years. In the same r e p o r t Wright i d e n t i f i e d the need f o r 
separate accommodation f o r j u v e n i l e s from the News-rooms, and i n 
A p r i l 1878 a separate Boys' Room was e s t a b l i s h e d f o r youths of fou r t e e n 
years or xander (89) ; the room was t h e former Old P o l i c e Court i n the 
basement, and was open o n l y i n the evenings. 
" T h i s room has been p a r t i a l l y f u r n i s h e d and s u p p l i e d w i t h a 
s m a l l stock of J u v e n i l e Works. The o b j e c t of i t s e s t a b l i s h ­
ment i s t o endeavour t o withdraw from the s t r e e t s some of 
those youths of the age of fourteen and under, f o r whom 
accommodation cannot be found i n the general News-rooms. 
T h i s end has been gained t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t ; n e a r l y 200 boys 
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having been entered as medal b o l d e r s ; the i s s u e s o f books 
baving been about 2,500 volumes, b e s i d e s small papers 
wbicb bave been l a i d upon tbe t a b l e from time t o time. T h i s 
room i s not opened during tbe summer montbs. 
Complaints baving been made of tbe misconduct of some of tbe 
l a d s f r e q u e n t i n g t h i s room, I have had occasion t o stop 
s e v e r a l medals, and have forbidden t h e i r b o l d e r s the use of 
the room f o r a time. I purpose s h o r t l y suggesting some 
changes i n the arrangements connected w i t h t h i s department, 
i n o r d e r t o make i t i f p o s s i b l e more e f f e c t i v e i n the 
future'; (90) 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y i t must be assumed th a t the comp l a i n t s continued, f o r 
the experiment came t o an end i n the l a t e s p r i n g o f 1879. 
"This Department was opened f o r a short time o n l y a t the 
commencement of the year, but from v a r i o n s causes i t was 
con s i d e r e d inexpedient t o re-open i t a t the beginning of 
the présent w i n t e r . 1,288 volumes were issued i n t h i s 
room d u r i n g t h e montbs of Jannary, February, and p a r t of 
March I have added the small stock o f books t o the 
Juvénile Department o f the Lending Library'.' (91) 
In the next annual r e p o r t Wright r e f e r s t o the d e s i r a b i l i t y of p r o v i d i n g 
a Boys' Table i n the Newsroom, but t h e r e are no l a t e r références t o 
t h i s having been implemented. 
The l i m i t a t i o n s o f the b u i l d i n g i n which the L i b r a r y operated 
appear t o have prevented any s e r i o n s considération t o the p r o v i s i o n 
of a separate c h i l d r e n ' s l i b r a r y . Even i n t h e l a t e r new b u i l d i n g i t 
appears t h a t juvénile l i t e r a t n r e , C l a s s J , continued t o be shelved 
i n a s e c t i o n o f the Lending L i b r a r y . T h i s might have been becanse 
the c e n t r a l need f o r a c h i l d r e n ' s l i b r a r y had been diminished by the 
time the new b u i l d i n g was being designed, through t h e establishment 
of school l i b r a r i e s . Another p o s s i b i l i t y i s t h a t the sum donated 
by Carnegie f o r t h e new b u i l d i n g was o n l y 75% o f the sum requested, 
and perhaps t he design had t o be sc a l e d down f o r t h a t reason. 
C e r t a i n l y o n l y f i v e years a f t e r the new b u i l d i n g had been opened, 
Wright was r e p o r t i n g t h a t "the want of a c h i l d r e n ' s room under 
Personal s u p e r v i s i o n i s i n c r e a s i n g l y f a i t " (92) 
The s i z e o f C l a s s J f l n c t n a t e d c o n s i d e r a b l y as the r e s u i t 
of school l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s . In 1887 when the p l a n f o r school l i b r a r i e s 
was approved, the stock f o r the s e r v i c e was drawn mainly from a 
g r e a t l y expanded C l a s s J stock. Between 1892 and 1894 the bnlk of 
t h i s s t o ck was t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o a separate school l i b r a r y stock, 
C l a s s S, l e a v i n g l e s s than 1,000 i n the gênerai juvénile stock. 
323. 
T h i s increased o n l y t o about l,50O by 1913. 
C l a s s J i s s u e s i n the f i r s t year were j u s t over 18,CXX), 
about 15% of the t o t a l i s s u e s ; a t the end of the p e r i o d , 1914, 
i s s u e s were r o u g h l y the same number, but then fonned o n l y about 
4*5% of the L i b r a r y ' s t o t a l i s s u e . School l i b r a r y i s s u e s had 
grown t o a massive 40% i n 1914, so th a t about 45% o f a l i i s s u e s 
were being made to young people i n that year. 
The f o l l o w i n g T a b l e 2 6 g i v e s some i n d i c a t i o n o f the 
importance of young borrowers as p a r t of the L i b r a r y ' s readership. 
These f i g u r e s exclude school l i b r a r y borrowers, cuid t h e r e f o r e 
r e f l e c t the demand on the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o 
see t h a t t h e r e was a s l i g h t drop i n the f i g u r e s 1888-1891 when the 
f i r s t group o f school l i b r a r i e s began, and again i n about 1902 
when the s e r v i c e was expanded t o cover more s c h o o l s . 
Table 26. Plymouth Free L i b r a r y . Borrowers under 15 years, 1876-1914. 
Year No. % of Year No. % of 
r e g i s t e r e d r e g i s t e r e d 
borrowers borrowers 
1876-77 622 13.8 1893-94 323 14.0 
1894-95 295 12.8 
1879 429 14.7 1895-96 297 11.9 
1880 474 16.1 1896-97 276 IO. 3 
1881 462 17.0 1897-98 293 IO. 5 
1882 484 19.0 
1883 354 13.8 1901-02 157 6,4 
1884 370 14.9 1902-03 167 6,8 
188 5 426 17.2 1903-04 221 8.5 
1886 436 16.1 1904-05 402 13,1 
1887 410 15.5 1905-06 242 8.2 
1888-89 502 14.6 1906-07 264 9,2 
1889-90 206 . 11.1 1907-08 382 12.7 
1890-91 243 12.3 1908-09 345 11,9 
1891-92 324 14,0 
1892-93 299 13.2 1913-14 421 14.9 
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7.3 PLYMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY: BRANCH LIBRARIES AND READING ROOMS 
The establishment o f branch l i b r a r i e s was a mattar at the 
f o r e f r o n t o f Wright's mind even while he was s t i l i w r e s t l i n g w i t h t h e 
t e e t h i n g problems of the c e n t r a i l i b r a r y . In 1877 he read the f i r s t 
paper at the f i r s t L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Annual Conference i n London, 
on the best means of promoting the f r e e l i b r a r y movement (93), and i n 
i t he touched upon the s u i t a b i l i t y of Board Schools f o r branch or 
general l i b r a r i e s . Two years l a t e r he developed t h e theme (94). P u b l i c 
l i b r a r i e s dependent upon the r a t e s f o r income have v e r y l i t t l e money 
l e f t a f t e r paying s a l a r i e s , maintenance, e t c . , t o buy new books, l e t 
alone e s t a b l i s h i n g branches o r evening reading rooms. Board Schools 
are spread throughout towns, and have much i n common w i t h p u b l i c 
l i b r a r i e s - both are rates u p p o r t e d and are engaged i n the education and 
s o c i a l w e l f a r e of the people. Board schools, however, have supplementary 
funds, and "while t h e income of the l i b r a r y i s f i x e d ... t h a t of the 
school board i s v i r t u a l l y unlimited'.' (95) I f the School Eoards agreed 
t o provide the room and the gas, and the L i b r a r y Committees the books, 
p e r i o d i c a l s , and s t a f f , the d i f f i c u l t y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g branches would 
be removed - or at any r a t e g r e a t l y diminished. Such was the scheme 
Wright proposed t o the Conference. He had, he e x p l a i n e d , a l r e a d y 
proposed such a pian i n Plymouth and "... I t r u s t ere long t o see i t 
c a r r i e d out'.' U n f o r t u n a t e l y he had t o wait and watch o t h e r s implement 
the scheme before him. Perhaps even t h e modest expenditure he envisaged 
was too great f o r the L i b r a r y Committee t o commit i t s e l f . When 
funds were a v a i l a b l e , i n 1887, i t was the School L i b r a r y S e r v i c e which 
was given precedence, and although Wright r e f e r r e d t o the school 
l i b r a r i e s as branches, they d i d not serve the gen e r a l p u b l i c . VJright 
d i d not g i v a up, but gave b i s Committee no peace on the mattar. 
1880 
1881 
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1884 The s t a t i s t i c s of r e g i s t e r e d borrowers' residence 
" l e a d me t o suggest once more how désirable i t 
would be i f an arrangement c o u l d be made t o e s t a b l i s h 
branch r e a d i n g rooms i n some of the Board Schools 
i n those l o c a l i t i e s which are most d i s t a n t from the 
c e n t r e o f the town, say at Mount S t . , Sutton Rd., 
Wolsdon S t . , or King S t . , e t c . I f e e l sure such 
a c o n c e s s i o n t o a p u b l i c want would be much a p p r e c i -
ated and, as I b e l i e v e i t i s the l e g i t i m a t e 
outcome of our work, I t r u s t i t w i l l meet your most 
f a v o u r a b l e considération'.' (98) 
1886 The Committee was reminded of Wright's suggestion 
of a branch i n each ward ... (99). 
Success was approaching. i n 1889-90 Wright report e d t h a t e a r l y i n 
the autumn (1889) an e f f o r t had been made t o e s t a b l i s h evening reading 
rooms i n Board Schools i n some o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s ; i t was favoured by 
the School Board, but a c t i o n was d e f e r r e d t o the beginning o f another 
w i n t e r , when, i t was hoped, s e v e r a l reading rooms w i t h s m a l l l i b r a r i e s 
attached would be e s t a b l i s h e d (lOO). There was a short postponement 
of the plan because the f u r n i t u r e and arrangements were u n s u i t a b l e , 
but the d e l a y was v e r y s h o r t , f o r on 29 February 1892 the f i r s t branch 
reading room was opened by the Mayor i n the h a l l o f Cattedown Road 
Board School (101). An a s s i s t a n t was appointed t o take c a r e of the 
reading room and i t s s m a l l c o l l e c t i o n o f books. C l a s s T was s t a r t e d , 
t o form a nucleus of branch l i b r a r y stock, and t h i s was l o c a t e d at 
Cattedown Rd. f o r the use o f borrowers and casual readers. D u p l i c a t e s 
from other c l a s s e s were g r a d u a l l y t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o C l a s s T. 
The opçning of the f i r s t branch i n the eastern p a r t of 
Plymouth l e d t o a d e p u t a t i o n from the Western D i s t r i c t Ratepayers 
A s s o c i a t i o n asking f o r a s i m i l a r evening reading room i n the western 
end of the town. Wright e v e n t u a l l y chose Union St. Board School f o r 
i t s l o c a t i o n , the School Board agreed, and t h i s second branch reading 
room was opened on 23 October 1893 (102). L i k e Cattedown, i t held 
magazines, newspapers, and a small c o l l e c t i o n of books f o r borrowers. 
Both branches were open 6.30 -. 10 p.m. , and t h e i r use was watched 
v e r y c a r e f u l l y by the L i b r a r i a n and the Committee. In 1894/5 Union 
St. branch was very s a t i s f a c t o r y , but Cattedown had not o n l y got o f f 
t o a slow s t a r t w i t h s u r p r i n g l y low usage ( l e s s than 2,400 i s s u e s and 
l e s s than 11,000 v i s i t s i n 1893-4) but s u f f e r e d from d i s t u r b a n c e s by 
" n o i s y l a d s " , f o r whom the p o l i c e were c a l l e d i n s e v e r a l times. 
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The extension o f Plymouth's boundaries t o take i n L a i r a and 
Compton, coupled w i t h l o n g - s t a n d i n g pressure from the Compton résidents 
(103) l e d t o the establishment o f the t h i r d branch at L a i r a on 19 March 
1897 (104) and the f o u r t h branch a t Compton on 27 A p r i l 1897 (105). 
Both were open f o r the same hours and on the same b a s i s as the f i r s t 
two branches. Each branch c o n t a i n e d about 300 books, and a v a r i e t y 
o f p e r i o d i c a l s as shown i n F i g . 31 . The p e r i o d i c a l l i s t s c o n t a i n e d 
between 35 - 40 t i t l e s , i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l l o c a l d a i l y emd weekly news-
papers, i l l u s t r a t e d magazines, s e v e r a l l a d y ' s magazines. Punch, 
I l l u s t r a t e d London news, Cassell's family magazine. Naval and m i l i t a r y 
record, and many others. 
Düring the next few years events moved r a p i d l y as branches 
were opened and c l o s e d i n accordance w i t h apparent demand and a c t u a l 
usage. In December 1897 the Union St. Reading Room was c l o s e d and 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o the b e t t e r l o c a t i o n of Oxford St. Board School, where 
i t opened on 6 January 1898 (106) A new evening reading room was 
opened i n Mount St. Board School on 8 February 1898. More branches 
were s t i l l needed t o achieve Wright's désire t o bave one i n each Ward, 
but the considérable expansion o f s e r v i c e was expensive and was not 
being matched by a p r o p o r t i o n a l i n c r e a s e i n the income from the l i b r a r y 
r a t e (although the town's r a t e a b l e v a l u e had increased c o n s i d e r a b l y ) . 
The use of e x i s t i n g branches was c l o s e l y monitored so see i f they were 
rèsource-effective. Mount St. Branch was c l o s e d May 1899, re-opened 
October 1900 and f i n a l l y c l o s e d i n 1901 (107). Compton Branch c l o s e d 
May 1899 (108). 'Oxford St. Branch c l o s e d 1901 (109). The o l d e s t branch 
Cattedown Rd., c l o s e d August 1901 (IIO). The reason given i n each case 
was t h a t the attendance d i d not warrant the expenditure i n s u p e r v i s i o n 
and the supply of l i t e r a t u r e . The t o t a l i s s u e f o r the branches i n 1894 -5 
was l e s s than 2,600, a f t e r which branch i s s u e s were merged w i t h the 
school l i b r a r y i ssues and cannot be i s o l a t e d again u n t i l 1901 when L a i r a 
f i g u r e s were gi v e n , a h e a l t h y 17,000 i s s u e . I t appears t h a t L a i r a was 
the o n l y branch f o r a w h i l e , but on 11 March 1904 an evening r e a d i n g 
room was opened at S a l i s b u r y Rd. School, f o l l o w e d on 7 October by one 
at Hyde Park Road Schools. The t h r e e branches began t o open Saturday 
afternoons 2.30 - 9.30 p.m. i n 1905 f o r the b e n e f i t o f those who co u l d 
not a t t e n d i n the evenings. Although i t was reported i n 1908-9 t h a t 
t h e r e was a f a l l i n g o f f i n the work of the evening branches, p a r t l y 
a t t r i b u t e d t o the frequency w i t h which rooms at the sch o o l s were 
34 
LIST OF PERIODICALS 
35 
LIST OF PERIODICALS 
SUI'1'l.mU IO THli SUI-FLIKO TO TIIK 
UNION STREET READING ROOM. 
nrilUh Wcckly 
llrilisli Wotkiiian 
Cassell's rainily M.it;a/ini: 
CiSicll's Sauirday Joufiial 
Chuins 
ChiKcIi in the West 
Daily Chroiiicle 
Daily Cirnpliic 
Daily News 
Daily Tcleuraph 
KOucatloii 
In^ lisli llluslratcJ Mnga/iiie 
Iinf;li>ii Mccli.iiiic 
(iood Word s 
(iraphii: 
IlluslraltJ l.onilon News 
Invention 
Lc;3urï lloiir 
Naval and Miliiary Kecoid 
• l'eoplc 
w 
M 
M 
M 
W 
W 
1> 
n 
i> 
II 
w 
M 
W 
M 
W 
W 
w 
M 
W 
W 
i'iilich w 
(liiivcr M 
Standard i> 
Sunilay al Home M 
Times (weekly cilition) w 
'l'ool and Macliinery kcgister M 
Weekly Sun w 
Western Daily Mercury I> 
Western livening Herald II 
Western l'ignro w 
Western Indepcndent m-w 
W'eslerii Morning News 1) 
Western Weekly Mercury w 
Western Weekly News w 
Westminster l)iiilf{et w 
Do. Gazelle II 
Wonian w 
Wonian al Morne M 
Woinan's Signal w 
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Animal World M Penny Illustrated Paper 
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llritish Weekly W (Juiver M 
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Cassell's l-'aniily Magazine M 1. ....Scribner's , M 
F i g . 31 Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y . P e r i o d i c a l s i n branch reading rooms, 1895. 
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beginning t o be r e q u i r e d f o r p o l i t i c a l and ot b e r coiranunity meetings, 
t b e s e t b r e e brancbes at S a l i s b u r y Rd., Hyde Park Rd. and L a i r a a i l 
co n t i n u e d t o opérâte u n t i l tbe amalgamation o f t b e Three Towns . 
However, the s t a t i s t i c s shown i n Table 27 do i n d i c a t e a slow f a l l -
o f f i n t h e i r usage d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d . 
Table 27. Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y : branch l i b r a r i e s and newsrooms 
( i ) I s s u e s 1904-5 
L a i r a 11,398 
S a l i s b u r y Rd. 4,260 
Hyde Park Rd. 1,433 
1905-6 1906-7 1907-8 
5,973 6,331 6,354 
4,588 3,509 3,374 
4,310 4,332 4,07O 
1908-9 1912-3 1913-4 
5,448 3,980 4,443 
3,234 2,425 2,282 
3,736 2,392 3,844 
( i l ) Attendance 
L a i r a 10,670 
S a l i s b u r y Rd. 13,089 
Hyde Park Rd. 6,2 57 
10,247 11,224 11,772 
15,739 13,247 13,066 
14,352 14,599 13,957 
11,493 8,284 8,186 
12,405 12,669 13,030 
13,347 11,989 14,003 i 
The reason f o r the f a i l u r e of some branches and the s u r v i v a l 
o f o t h e r s i s not easy t o e x p l a i n . In each case t h e r e was a ^reasonable 
e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t t h e r e was a s u f f i c i e n t need i n t h e surrounding h e a v i l y 
populated areas, but, as at Cattedown Rd., t h i s d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y 
matérialise. Perhaps i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t two o f the t h r e e l a t e r and 
more s u c c e s s f u l branches were l o c a t e d f u r t h e r from the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y , 
and were perhaps at a s u f f i c i e n t d i s t a n c e t o make i t l e s s convenient 
t o use t h e C e n t r a l L i b r a r y i n s t e a d . Perhaps, t o o , they were i n the 
more middle c l a s s r e s i d e n t i a l areas where the h a b i t of re a d i n g might 
s t i l l be more entrenched. Almost c e r t a i n l y the s i z e of the loan stock 
played some par t i n the l a c k o f success, f o r the branches o n l y had 
about 2 50 volumes each which c o u l d soon be exhausted by an a v i d reader 
even i f r e g u l a r l y exchanged. Another f a c t o r seems t o be t h e f a c t t h a t 
a l t h o u g h Plymouth's r e s i d e n t i a l area was extending, i t d i d not take 
the form o f d i s t r i c t s w i t h shopping n u c l e i o f t h e i r own. A c t i v i t y -
i n d u s t r y , commerce, shopping e t c . - mostly took p l a c e i n the o l d 
town c e n t r e , w i t h the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y c o n v e n i e n t l y t o hand. A i l o f 
thèse f a c t o r s probably i n f l u e n c e d the comparative l a c k of success 
o f the branch l i b r a r i e s and r e a d i n g rooms. 
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In a d d i t i o n t o e s t a b l i s h i n g the gene r a l branch l i b r a r l e s 
and r e a d i n g rooms j u s t d e s c r i b e d , and the schobl l i b r a r l e s which bave 
yet t o be d e s c r i b e d In Chapter 8, the L i b r a r y Committee a l s o agreed 
to a few o t h e r requests f o r books, whlch Wright recorded as branch 
l i b r a r l e s a l t h o u gh they are of a d i f f e r e n t c h a r a c t e r . 
The f i r s t of these s p e c i a l l o a n s was t o the Workhouse . 
In 1890-1 the f i r s t small stock was l e n t (111), f o l l o w e d by a 
second ba t c h i n 1892-3 (112). I t appears t h a t t h e volumes were mainly 
bound volumes of magazines, which were much ap p r e c i a t e d and h e a v i l y 
used, f o r i n 1893-4 the stock was worn out and the Master o f the 
workhouse a p p l i e d f o r another batch of books (113). T h i s was probably 
the beginning of a r e g u l a r arrangement, f o r i n 1896-7 the Workhouse 
L i b r a r y was l l s t e d among the "branch l i b r a r l e s " w i t h a stock of 
200 volumes (114). 
Another small c o l l e c t i o n was loaned t o the P o i l e e L i b r a r y 
i n November 1892 (115) . T h i s c o n s i s t e d of lOO volumes, which were 
augmented and exchanged the f o l l o w i n g year, and again i n 1895-6. 
In 1897-8 the P o l i c e Headquarters i n Ca t h e r i n e St. was l l s t e d i n the 
annual r e p o r t as a "branch", although i t was q u a l i f i e d as being f o r 
p o l i c e use o n l y . I t then contained 150 volumes of p u b l i c l i b r a r y stock. 
No f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e s seem t o occur i n the annual r e p o r t s , but Wright 
mentioned i n another source, i n 1901, t h a t the scheme was s t i l i i n 
o p e r a t i o n (116) . 
An unusual s e r v i c e extension was the loan of books t o 
ligbtbousekeepers." In 1896-7 i t was r e p o r t ed t h a t books were being 
issue d by s p e c i a l arrangement t o the men at the Breakwater and 
Eddystone Lighthouses. Again, the annual r e p o r t s shed no f u r t h e r 
l i g h t , but i n 1901 Wright d e s c r i b e d elsewhere the usef u l n e s s o f t h i s 
s e r v i c e , which permitted each man going on duty f o r a two month p e r i o d 
t o borrow one dozen books from the p u b l i c l i b r a r y , so supplement the 
p r o v i s i o n made by the T r i n i t y Board (117). 
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7.4 PLYMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY AND NON-RESIDENT BORROWSRS. 
In t h e e a r l y years of Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y books 
c o u l d be borrowed o n l y by burgesses or persons r e s i d e n t i n or employed 
i n the M u n i c i p a l Borough o f Plymouth. I f t h e would-be borrower was 
e n r o l l e d as a burgess o f the town or was a donor o f f i v e pounds of 
more, he d i d not bave t o bave a guarantor o f b i s a p p l i c a t i o n ; o t h e r -
wise he needed the s i g n a t u r e of one burgess. A burgess was not 
q u i t e the same as a ratepayer; a burgess might be on the muni c i p a l 
burgess r o l l through b i r t h , occupation, or income q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . At 
f i r s t , r a t e p a y e r s who were not burgesses had a l s o t o o b t a i n the 
guarantee o f a burgess before becoming a member o f t h e L i b r a r y . This 
caused some d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r the f i r s t few y e a r s , but e v e n t u a l l y the 
L i b r a r y Committee agreed t h a t Wright c o u l d accept t h e si g n a t u r e of a 
ratepayer on the r e g i s t r a t i o n form without guarantor, provided he 
checked before i s s u i n g a t i c k e t ; and from 1887 t h i s was implemented (118). 
T h i s made i t e a s i e r f o r l o c a i r e s i d e n t s t o j o i n t h e L i b r a r y , and 
before long, as has been d e s c r i b e d i n the p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n , branches 
were e s t a b i i s h e d i n the town. But, how about t he non-residents who 
l i v e d near t o the town and would l i k e t o t a k e advantage of the L i b r a r y ? 
From the beginning i t was p o s s i b l e f o r a non-resident t o 
become a member of the L i b r a r y provided t h a t he was employed i n 
the town and obtained a guarantor. The number of such members was 
s m a l l ; i n 1879 i t was 59 (c, 2%) and i t f l u c t u a t e d between 50 - 70 
f o r most o f the p e r i o d up t o 1914, T h i s was not an adequate p r o v i s i o n 
and i t i s c l e a r from the annual r e p o r t s t h a t Wright considered that 
the t n h a b i t a n t s o f the o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s should be enabled t o use 
the L i b r a r y through some ap p r o p r i a t e mechanism. He was o b v i o u s l y 
subjected t o pressure from groups of o u t s i d e r s . stonehouse was 
reported i n 1880 as being i n t e r e s t e d i n the ex t e n s i o n of l i b r a r y 
f a c i l i t i e s t o cover i t s r e s i d e n t s , but had not decided upon any 
course of a c t i o n (119), and i n 1881 the mattar was s t i l i " i n s t a t u 
quo'.' In 1882 Wright s p e c i f i c a l l y r e f e r r e d t o the d e s i r a b i l i t y of 
Stonehouse and Compton (from which t h e r e was separate pressure) being 
amalgamated w i t h Plymouth f o r l i b r a r y purposes. T h i s was, of course, 
p e r m i s s i b l e under the A c t s . In 1884 t h e r e was a p r e l i m i n a r y enquiry 
by members of the L o c a i Board on behalf o f the i n h a b i t a n t s o f Stone­
house as t o the means by which they could' secure t h e ^ d v a n t a g e of the 
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Plymouth L i b r a r y f o r home reading; but nothing carne o f i t , p o s s i b l y 
because o f the c o s t o r because of l o c a i p o l i t i c s , f o r Devonport then 
a l s o had a p u b l i c l i b r a r y , and the question o f amalgamation o f the 
Three Towns and the f u t u r e of Stonebouse was becoming a l i v e i s s u e . 
In b i s annual r e p o r t f o r 1884 Wright focussed s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n on 
the no n - r e s i d e n t s ' problem, envisaging not o n l y Stonehouse but a l s o 
the surrounding area o f southwest Devon t o be the n a t u r a i s e r v i c e 
area f o r the Plymouth Free L i b r a r y . 
"Considering the borough o f Plymouth and t h e township 
of Stonehouse are p r a c t i c a l l y u n l t e d , i t seems a p i t y t h a t 
the i n h a b i t a n t s o f the l a t t a r town should not bave s i m i l a r 
advantages from a l i t e r a r y p o i n t o f view as those o f the 
former. The cost t o the ratepayers would be s m a l l , and the 
b e n e f i t g r e a t , inasmuch as the establishment o f a branch 
at Stonehouse, w i t h a reading room and l e n d i n g l i b r a r y , 
c o u l d v e r y w e l l be arranged f o r , b e s i d e s which the r e s i d e n t s 
of Stonehouse would bave the f r e e use o f a L i b r a r y numbering 
some twenty thousand volumes and other advantages 
which I need not bere enumerate. 
In t h e same way the r e s i d e n t s o f Mannamead and the o u t l y i n g 
d i s t r i c t s , now under the c o n t r o l of the Compton G i f f o r d 
L o c a i Board, might partake of advantages from which they 
are now excluded, as o n l y those persons who bave business 
or occupation i n the M u n i c i p a l Borough bave the r i g h t t o 
use the L i b r a r y , or at l e a s t t o borrow our books. A move­
ment i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n ... has had no p r a c t i c a ! r e s u l t . 
Such an amalgamation i s t o my mind h i g h l y d e s i r a b l e , f o r 
i t would add s t r e n g t h t o the general r e s o u r c e s , and confer 
advantages on some hundreds of persons who are now o u t s i d e 
the l i m i t s of our work. Other o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s might 
a l s o be induced t o take steps i n the same d i r e c t i o n , f o r 
I see no reason why Plympton, Plymstock, Oreston, Turnchapel, 
Knacker^knowle, Tamerton and other p l a c e s might not become 
a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h i s town f o r l i b r a r y purposes, e s p e c i a l l y 
as the A c t s o f Parliament under which t h e s e l i b r a r i e s were 
e s t a b l i s h e d contemplated the connection o f small p l a c e s 
w i t h some c e n t r a i borough. In such cases t h e r e i s no need 
t o go through t he f o r m a l i t y of adopting t h e A c t s , as i n 
the case o f a town'.' (120) 
The problem of how t o pr o v i d e a l i b r a r y s e r v i c e t o i n d i v i d u a l s l i v i n g 
i n p l a c e s which, f o r some reason, would not or c o u l d not become a 
l i b r a r y d i s t r i c t or p a r t of a l i b r a r y d i s t r i c t , was common t o many 
l i b r a r i a n s , and Wright helped t o focus the p r o f e s s i o n a l a t t e n t i o n of 
the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n onto the i s s u e s i n 1886, i n b i s paper 
Municipal l i b r a r i e s and suburban l i b r a r i e s (121). In i t , he i l l u s t r a t e d 
the n a t i o n a l problem by the Plymouth S i t u a t i o n , which was familiär t o 
some of the audience who had attended the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Annual 
Conference i n Plymouth t he previous year, 1885. B i s paper i s worth 
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q u o t i n g a t s o m e l e n g t h , n o t o n l y b e c a u s e o f t b e l o c a l s i d e l i g b t 
i t s h o w s , b u t a l s o b e c a u s e i n i t W r i g h t w a s m a k i n g a c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l a g i t a t i o n w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y r e s u l t e d i n t b e 
1892 A c t w h i c h e n a b l e d n o n - r e s i d e n t s t o b e a d m i t t e d l e g a l l y i n t o 
i n d i v i d u a l m e m b e r s h i p o f l i b r a r i e s . W r i g h t ' s w e l l k n o w n i n t e r e s t 
i n t h e m à t t e r , p r o b a b l y s t e m m i n g f r o m t h i s p a p e r , l e d t o h i m b e i n g 
a p p o i n t e d a m e m b e r o f t h e L é g i s l a t i o n C o m m i t t e e w h i c h d r a f t e d t h e A c t . 
" M y c a s e i s t h i s . T a k e , a s a n i n s t a n c e , a t o w n , t h e c h i e f 
a n d m o s t w e a l t h y s u b u r b s o f w h i c h a r e b e y o n d t h e m u n i c i p a l 
b o i a n d a r i e s , t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f w h i c h d o n o t c o n t r i b u t e t o 
t h e l i b r a r y r a t e ; i s i t j u s t t o a d m i t t h o s e p e r s o n s t o a 
f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e b e n e f i t s o f t h e l i b r a r y ? L e g a l l y , 
I b e l i e v e n o t . Y e t , I t h i n k t h e r e a r e s o m e l i b r a r i e s w h i c h 
a r e b y n o m e a n s p a r t i c u l a r i n l i m i t i n g t h e i r s u p p l y i n t h e 
m a n n e r i n d i c a t e d . B u t h e r e , a s i n o t h e r m a t t e r s , l o c a l 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s m u s t b e t h e c h i e f g u i d e . H o w e v e r , a s t h i s 
p r o b l e m m a y b a v e a l r e a d y b e e n s o l v e d b y s o m e o f m y b r o t h e r 
l i b r a r i a n s , I w o u l d s e e k f o r t h e i r a d v i c e a m d t h e r e s u l t s 
o f t h e i r e x p é r i e n c e t o e n a b l e m e t o a d v i s e t h o s e f o r w h o m 
I a m a c t i n g i n s e t t l i n g t h i s d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n . 
P l y m o u t h . . . i s o n e o f a g r o u p o f t o w n s , t h r e e i n n u m b e r , 
w i t h v a r i o u s s u b u r b s . D e v o n p o r t i s a s e p a r a t e m u n i c i p a l i t y , 
. . . . W i t h D e v o n p o r t , t h e r e f o r e , w e b a v e n o t h i n g t o d o , 
i n a s m u c h a s t h e y b a v e n o w a F r e e L i b r a r y e s t a b l i s h e d a n d 
d o i n g a g o o d w o r k . S t o n e h o u s e l i e s b e t w e e n t h e b o r o u g h s , 
a n d i t s a f f a i r s a r e r e g u l a t e d b y a L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d . 
H e r e t h e r e i s n o l i b r a r y o r l i t e r a r y i n s t i t u t i o n o f a n y 
k i n d f o r a p o p u l a t i o n o f a b o u t 2 5 , 0 0 0 . B u t P l y m o u t h a n d 
S t o n e h o u s e , t h o u g h s e p a r a t e d f o r m u n i c i p a l a n d p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
p u r p o s e s , a r e t o a i l a p p e a r a n c e o n e a n d t h e s a m e t o w n , t h e 
Streets b e i n g c o n t i n u o u s , a n d a s t r a n g e r w o u l d f i n d i t 
d i f f i c u l t t o d i s c o v e r t h e l i n e o f d é m a r c a t i o n . 
I n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s , h o w e v e r , P l y m o u t h h a s a l a r g e , p o p u l o u s , 
a n d w e a l t h y s u b u r b t o t h e n o r t h - e a s t o f t h e t o w n , w h i c h , 
a l t h o u g h i n c l u d e d i n t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r y B o r o u g h , i s ( a s f a r 
a s t h e g r e a t e r p a r t i s c o n c e r n e d ) o u t s i d e t h e m u n i c i p a l 
b o v i n d a r i e s . T h i s s u b u r b i s s i r . p l y a n out-grov/th o f t h e t o w n , 
b u t , w h i l e f o r a l o n g t i m e u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f p a r o c h i a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s a t s o m e d i s t a n c e , i s a l s o n o w i n p o s s e s s i o n o f 
a L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d ; a n a g i t a t i o n f o r a m a l g a m a t i o n w i t h 
t h e B o r o u g h n o t h a v i n g f o u n d f a v e u r w i t h t h e d w e l l e r s i n 
t h e d i s t r i c t . 
I m a y m e n t i o n , i n p a s s i n g , t h a t t h e g r e a t e r n u m b e r o f t h è s e 
s u b u r b a n r é s i d e n t s b a v e b u s i n e s s e s t a b l i s h m e n t s i n t h e t o w n , 
a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y d é r i v e t h e i r i n c o m e t h e r e f r o m . M a n y o t h e r s 
a r e r e t i r e d t r a d e s p e o p l e w h o b a v e r e a l i s e d t h e i r f o r t u n e s i n 
t h e s a m e w a y . . . . t h e i n c l u s i o n o f a l a r g e a n d w e a l t h y 
d i s t r i c t w o u l d b e o f g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e - B o r o u g h _ f o r _ 
g ê n e r a i p u r p o s e s , a s a l s o a n a m a l g a m a t i o n o f t h e " T h r e e 
T o w n s " f o r L i b r a r y w o r k w o u l d b a v e m a t e r i a l l y i m p r o v e d t h e 
p o s i t i o n a n d p r o s p e c t s o f t h e w h o l e d i s t r i c t , i f i t c o u l d 
b y a n y m e a n s b a v e b e e n b r o u g h t a b o u t . 
333. 
I t has come t o my knowledge from time t o time t h a t many 
persons r e s i d i n g i n these suburbs would g l a d l y p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n the b e n e f i t s a f f o r d e d by our growing l i b r a r y , but having 
no q u a l i f i c a t i o n e i t h e r by r a t i n g , r e s i d e n c e , or occupation, 
they are debarred from the use of our books f o r home rea d i n g , 
although t h e i r neighbours on the other s i d e o f the way 
(being w i t h i n t h e m u n i c i p a l l i m i t s ) bave t h a t p r i v i l e g e . 
Now, what i s t h e best means of meeting the requirements of 
these people, i n a l e g a i manner, and w i t h p r o p o r t i o n a t e 
b e n e f i t t o our l i b r a r y funds? 
I have o c c a s i o n a l l y suggested t o l e a d i n g r e s i d e n t s o f the 
d i s t r i c t , as w e l l as t o those who have made a p p l i c a t i o n t o 
me f o r borrowers' t i c k e t s , s e v e r a l methods by which the 
d e s i r e d end might be brought about, yet up t o t h i s time no 
a c t i o n has been taken by the a u t h o r i t i e s themselves or the 
people whose a f f a i r s they manage. I t i s not q u i t e apathy, 
but a want o f knowing what i s best t o be done, and t o some 
extent a want o f l e a d e r s h i p , f o r t h i s i s a mattar which 
should come from t h e a p p l i c a n t s themselves and not from the 
Borough l i b r a r y committee, who would of course have some 
i n t e r e s t i n f u r t h e r i n g the project'.' 
The S o l u t i o n s Wright put forward i n b i s paper were: 
1. The L o c a i Government Board should l e v y an e x t r a r a t e and band the 
proceeds t o the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y A u t h o r i t y which would then form 
a branch l i b r a r y i n the d i s t r i c t . 
2. The r e l e v a n t l o c a i a u t h o r i t y should v o l u n t a r i l y a l l o t a small 
sum a n n u a l l y t o the L i b r a r y funds, i n r e t u r n f o r which the L i b r a r y 
Committee would extend the l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s t o the r e s i d e n t s , 
but would not e s t a b i i s b a branch l i b r a r y . 
3. S u b s c r i p t i o n s by i n d i v i d u a l s , who would then be e n t i t l e d t o borrow 
on the same c o n d i t i o n s as the r e g u l a r borrowers. 
He r e j e c t e d s o l u t i o n s 1 and 2 because of the o b j e c t i o n s o f ratepayers 
t o e x t r a r a t e s , and favoured the l a s t one, although he had doubts about 
i t s s t r i c t l e g a l i t y . For an annual s u b s c r i p t i o n o f , say, lOs. a l i 
r e s i d e n t s w i t h i n a r a d i u s o f about ten or twelve m i l e s c o u l d become 
borrowers. This would not i n f r i n g e the small commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n 
l i b r a r i e s because t h e y d i d not supply books r e q u i r e d by readers of 
l i t e r a t u r e , but the s e n s a t i o n a l f i c t i o n o f the day. 
"In c o n c l u s i o n I would say t h a t my Committee are anxious t o 
t o what i s r i g h t and generous, t h a t they are d e s i r o u s t o 
keep w i t h i n t h e law, at the same time g i v i n g a l i b e r a l 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t o those matters which are at present vague, 
and open t o v a r i o u s readings. They wish t o b e n e f i t a l a r g a 
number of t h e i r f e l l o w townsmen, who by a c c i d e n t are placed 
beyond t h e i r immediate-control, and they wish at the._^me 
timeto b e n e f i t t h e i r l i b r a r y funds ... i f i t cein be b r o u g h t — 
about by l e g i t i m a t e or honourable means'.' (122) 
334. 
A p p a r e n t l y n o i m m é d i a t e " l e g i t i m a t e o r h o n o u r a b l e m e a n s " w a s f o u n d , 
a n d t h e n o n - r e s i d e n t s o f P l y m o u t h h a d t o w a i t u n t i l t h e 1 8 9 2 Public 
L i b r a r i e s Act, w h i c h c a m e i n t o f o r c e o n 1 O c t o b e r 1892. W r i g b t a n d 
b i s C o m m i t t e e w a s t e d n o t i m e . O n 20 O c t o b e r t h e y c i r c u l a t e d d é t a i l s 
o f t b e n e w a r r a n g e m e n t s b y w b i c b n o n - r e s i d e n t s c o u l d b o r r o w b o o k s 
f o r a s u b s c r i p t i o n o f 5 s . p . a . T b e c i r c u l a r w a s d i r e c t e d p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t o r é s i d e n t s o f M a n n a m e a d , S t o n e h o u s e , P l y m p t o n , P l y m s t o c k , O r e s t o n , 
L a i r a , T u r n c b a p e l , a n d e v e n t o S t o k e D a m e r e l r é s i d e n t s ( p o a c b i n g o n 
D e v o n p o r t t e r r i t o r y ? ) . B y M a y 1893 W r i g b t c o u l d r e p o r t t b a t " a 
c o n s i d é r a b l e n u m b e r o f p e r s o n s r e s i d i n g i n t h e s u b u r b s " h a d a v a i l e d 
t h e m s e l v e s o f t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f f e r e d a t s u c h a s m a l l c h a r g e ; b u t , 
a l a s , t h e f i n a n c i a l a c c o u n t s t e l l a d i f f é r e n t s t o r y . T h e a n n u a l i n c o m e 
f r o m n o n - r e s i d e n t s ' s u b s c r i p t i o n s i n t h e f i r s t y e a r b f o p é r a t i o n w a s 
o n l y £ 4 . 5 s . , é q u i v a l e n t t o 17 s u b s c r i b e r s ; 1 8 t h e n e x t y e a r - a n d a 
d r o p t o o n l y t e n t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . T h e e x p l a n a t i o n p r o b a b l y l i e s 
i n t h e i m m i n e n t a m a l g a m a t i o n o f L a i r a a n d C o m p t o n w h i c h e n a b l e d t h e i r 
r é s i d e n t s t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e , f r e e o f c h a r g e , o f t h e C e n t r a l L i b r a r y 
a n d i t s n e w b r a n c h e s i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t . 
T h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f n b n - r e s i d e n t m e m b e r s , q u a l i f i e d a n d 
s u b s c r i b e r s , i n c r e a s e d f r o m 5 2 i n 1 8 9 0 t o a p e a k o f 8 5 i n 1 8 9 4 , 
d r o p p i n g t o 1 8 i n 1 8 9 6 - 7 . A s m o r e s u b u r b s g r e w o u t s i d e t h e m u n i c i p a l 
l i m i t s , t h e n o n - r e s i d e n t s n u m b e r a g a i n e x c e e d e d 5 0 i n 1 9 0 8 - 9 ; b u t 
b y 1 9 1 4 w a s o n l y 3 1 . S u c h f i g u r e s s u g g e s t t h a t t h e p r o b l e m o f 
n o n - r e s i d e n t b o r r o w i n g w a s o n e w h i c h w a s p r i m a r i l y k e p t l i v e b y 
a v o c i f é r o n s m i n d r i t y r a t h e r t h a n t h e v a s t n e w l y l i t e r a t e m a j o r i t y . 
T h e n e w s r o o m s a n d R é f é r e n c e L i b r a r y w e r e a v a i l a b l e t o a i l a n d t h i s 
w a s p r o b a b l y o f m o r e i n t e r e s t t o t h e b u s i n e s s p e o p l e w h o l i v e d i n 
t h e s u b u r b s b u t c o m m u t e d d a i l y t o t h e t o w n c e n t r e . 
7,5 PLYMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY : TECHNICAL SERVICES 
The s e r v i c e s and u s e r s of the L i b r a r y bave been considered 
so f a r , and although aspects of the t e c h n i c a l s e r v i c e s bave been 
mentioned i n p a s s i n g , they bave not been considered i n p e r s p e c t i v e 
and w i l l be b r i e f l y reviewed a t t h i s p o i n t , 
7.5.1 Stock, 
The L i b r a r y opened i n August 1876 w i t h l e s s than 6,000 
volumes, and by December 1877 had a l r e a d y increased t o n e a r l y 8,000, 
T h i s i n i t i a l stock had been made p o s s i b l e by the s u b s c r i p t i o n bookfund 
r a i s e d by Mr, S e r p e l l and supporters s i n c e 1871, as p r e v i o u s l y 
d e s c r i b e d . By 1914 the L i b r a r y stock had increased t o over 70,000, 
a net g a i n of over 60,000 volumes which ignores t h e v u i i d e n t i f i e d many 
thousands of replacements which must bave a l s o been obtained d u r i n g 
the same p e r i o d . Table 28 shows the accession s t a t i s t i c s , from which 
i t w i l l be r e a d i l y seen that the highest percentage i n c r e a s e s took 
p l a c e i n the e a r l y years - the stock doubled by 1883 and t r e b l e d by 
1887. Over the whole period the annual i n c r e a s e averaged about 1,600 
volumes, w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e f l u c t u a t i o n s between t h e minimum i n 1909-10 
of 895 and the maximum i n 1913-14 of 3,418, The peaks n o r m a l l y 
c o i n c i d e w i t h i d e n t i f i a b l e events, f o r example i n 1884 t h e r e was the 
donation of 1,60O volumes by the Plymouth Medicai S o c i e t y , and i n 1889-90 
t h e r e was a b u i l d up of the new school l i b r a r y s e r v i c e stock, Troughs 
n o r m a l l y r e f l e c t low bookfund and economy measures; f o r example from 
1894 onwards the 'Library income had t o pay o f f a Corporation loan 
f o r the adaptation programma which had been of an expensive nature. 
In 1909-10 a l i a v a i l a b l e income must bave been r e q u i r e d i n connection 
w i t h the move to the new b u i l d i n g . 
The bulk of the stock was purchased, and i t was s e l e c t e d 
w i t h g r e a t care by a permanent Book S e l e c t i o n Sub-Committee of the 
L i b r a r y Committee. No hard and f a s t l i n e s were l a i d down, even at 
the b e g i n n i n g , apart from books being r e q u i r e d t o be good c l a s s l i t e r a -
t u r e over a wide f i e l d . The "great f i c t i o n q u e stion" d i d not seem 
t o bave a f f e c t e d Plymouth, f o r the need t o read f o r r e c r e a t i o n as 
w e l l as education was w e l l r e c o g n i s e d , and l i g h t l i t e r a t u r e formed 
at l e a s t 30% of the i n i t i a l stock. Borrowers' recommendations were 
taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n from a t l e a s t 1897, when. s p e c i a l forms 
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• 905-06 «.363 »,844 4^i i6 99« 1.853 1.79' 7,N?6 250 3-386 I.IIO • 4^058 9.668 3«9 '53 6,091 55.9'7 1.64« 
• 906.07 «.37» ».937 1 4.»49 94' '.907 1.835 8.375 ».SO 3.398 1.182 14^3»8 10,297 309 '53 6.459 58.078 1,161 
•907.08 1.44» 3.0J3 1 4.337 1 967 '.937 "•9»5 8,855 150 3.3 "7 ' •33 ' I4^664 •0,482 J»3 1 '33 6,668 59.896 • ,818 
•908-09 '.463 3.165 4.424 1.003 '•994 '.967 9,146 250 3.5»9 '•373 • 4.986 • 0,687 3J0 '53 6,885 61.445 ••349 
1909-10 1.476 3.101 4.491 1.018 l,OJU 1,004 9.389 250 3.600 1.381 «5'»3' 10,851 33» >33 6.917 61,340 895 
1910-11 1.495 3.5»8 4.543 1,051 1,(^3 1.039 9-45' 150 3.63ft 1.410 '5 535 ""435 343 '53 17,055 63,687 '.347 
1911-11 '.547 3.3»5 4641 1.1.2 2.105 2.091 »50 3.7'8 '•450 • 5.865 "•744 344 '53 I7 . '59 65,084 •.397 
1913-13 «.5»7 3-430 4.735 ' . '57 »•'34 ».'55 9,816 »50 3.793 1 50t • 6,111 »»•547 35" •33 7.659 67,400 2.316 
• 9 ' 3 M 1.644 yM7 4,«;6 1 1.141 «.»11 »•»53 10.004 HO 3.835 701 16,410 14,016 35 ' 7,185 J ^ i 8 
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were introduced f o r the purpose. The s t a t i s t i c s suggest, and the 
a v a i l a b l e r e c o r d s do not deny, the steady b u i l d up across the whole 
f i e l d of l i t e r a t u r e w i t h c o n c e n t r a t i o n on the areas o f heavy demand 
and spécial a p p l i c a t i o n when s e r v i c e expansion r e q u i r e d i t . 
Donations o f books and p e r i o d i c a l s remained at a u s e f u l 
l e v e l throughout the p e r i o d t o 1914. Each annual r e p o r t contained an 
appendix l i s t i n g donors; and t h e i r donations were l i s t e d up t o 1892, 
a f t e r which a separate s e l e c t l i s t of major donations was s u b s t i t u t e d . 
L o c a l d i g n i t a r i e s , committee members and Members of Parliament f e a t u r e 
h e a v i l y , but the o r d i n a r y c i t i z e n i s a l s o w e l l represented. Plymouth, 
l i k e many p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , r e c e i v e d donations from the Trustées of 
t h e B r i t i s h Muséum c o n s i s t i n g o f t h e i r p u b l i c a t i o n s , and Calendars 
o f v a r i o u s S t a t e Papers from the Treasury, e t c . O c c a s i o n a l l y i t 
re c e i v e d d o n a t i o n s from other l i b r a r i e s ; the o r i g i n a l stock contained 
some books (unquantified) from the l i b r a r i e s o f the l o c a l Working 
Men's I n s t i t u t i o n s (123), the Plymouth Médical S o c i e t y gave 1,600 
volumes o f i t s o l d stock, and i n 1894 the Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y 
presented 206 volumes o f The Times. O r g a n i s a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g l i b r a r i e s 
donated t h e i r annual r e p o r t s anâ p u b l i c a t i o n s , which were of p a r t i c u l a r 
b e n e f i t t o the Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y ; by 1914 the l a t t e r , C l a s s L, 
was the second l a r g e s t c l a s s i n the L i b r a r y , a f t e r t h e Référence L i b r a r y . 
No évidence bas been found of any formai exchange arrangements, although 
the Annual Report was probably d i s t r i b u t e d w i d e l y by Wright on a 
gênerai quid pro quo understanding among l i b r a r i a n s . Plymouth d i d 
not bave any majdr benefactors w i t h a spécial i n t e r e s t i n the L i b r a r y ' s 
development, and the stock seems t o bave l a c k e d any remarkable items 
o f b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l i n t e r e s t and value. 
7.5.2 Stock o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
In 1876 the i n i t i a l stock was organised i n t o simple subject 
c l a s s e s A - L (see key t o Table 28 ), and t h i s arrangement, with the 
a d d i t i o n o f a few c l a s s e s , remained i n opération u n t i l about 1930. 
Books were shelved by a running accession number w i t h i n each c l a s s . 
T h i s was t y p i c a l of e a r l y p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , before the p u b l i c a t i o n 
and adoption o f systematic c l a s s i f i c a t i o n schedules (124), and there 
i s l i t t l e t o note i n a d d i t i o n t o comments made i n the appr o p r i a t e 
s e r v i c e s e c t i o n s . By 1902 C l a s s H had been phased out of the issue 
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s t a t i s t i c s , a lthough a remuant of stock l a y i d i e , probably i n Stack 
a f t e r the c l a s s i t s e l f had been l a r g e l y disbanded. In 1892 C l a s s S 
was e s t a b l i s h e d f o r school l i b r a r y stock, and much o f C l a s s J was 
t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o i t by 1894 and more i n 1913-4. C l a s s M, Music, 
was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1898-9 as the foundation o f what was t o become 
a very popular department and the precursor o f the modem Music and 
Drama Department. C l a s s R was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1896-7 as the new books 
f o r the b l i n d s e r v i c e was i n i t i a t e d ; but~ the f a i l u r e of the i n i t i a l 
s e r v i c e r e s u l t e d i n the disbandment of most o f the stock i n 1902-3, 
although a few volumes continue t o be shown i n the stock f i g u r e s 
u n t i l the re-establishment of the s e r v i c e i n 1913-4. C l a s s T was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1892 f o r brauch l i b r a r y stock, but both i t s stock 
f i g u r e s and i s s u e s t a t i s t i c s were merged w i t h C l a s s S i n the annual 
r e p o r t s ; by 1908 the stock s t a t i s t i c s even omitted t h e former " & T" 
pa r t o f the column heading, so perhaps T bacarne merged w i t h S. The 
heading of the i s s u e s t a t i s t i c s column remained "S & T" even i n 1913-4, 
but perhaps t h i s was an o v e r s i g h t . Some s l i g h t i n c o n s i s t e n c y i s 
t h e r e f o r e v i s i b l e i n res p e c t of C l a s s T, but no records bave survived 
which can résolve i t . 
7.5.3 Catalogues 
The t a s k o f c a t a l o g u i n g was a p r o f e s s i o n a l one which f e i l 
h e a v i l y on Wright h i m s e l f , g r a d u a l l y a s s i s t e d by s e n i o r s t a f f whom he 
had t r a i n e d ( v i d . I n f . p.347 ). In p r a c t i c a , t h i s meant t h a t he was 
helped by the C h i e f A s s i s t a n t , and l a t t e r l y t h e A s s i s t a n t . A l l of them 
had other time-consuming d u t i e s , as was i n e v i t a b l e w i t h a small s t a f f , 
and the préparation and maintenance of catalogues was a p e r e n n i a l 
b a t t l e of resources. F o r t u n a t e l y , however, Wright, u n l i k e b i s e a r l y 
c o u n t e r p a r t s a t Devonport, was keenly aware of the v i t a l importance of 
making the contents o f the L i b r a r y known t o p o t e n t i a l users. Unfor-
t u n a t e l y i t i s not known how or why he s e l e c t e d as b i s model the 
"Index Catalogue invent ed by Aridrea Cr estadero (12 5) ; probably the 
m e r i t s o f author and subject catalogues were the subject of d i s c u s s i o n 
between Wright and the l i b r a r i a n s he met on b i s one week v i s i t t o the 
l i b r a r i e s i n the n o r t h o f England i n e a r l y 1876, and he might bave met 
Crestadorö h i m s e l f . Wright seems t o bave been the f i r s t librarían i n 
Plymouth t o use t h i s simple d i c t i o n a r y catalogue, and he i n f l u e n c e d 
at l e a s t the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n and l a t e r Devonport Free L i b r a r y t o 
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copy b i s example, Tbe f i r s t Index Catalogne was p u b l i s h e d i n l a t e 
September 1876, and c o n s i s t e d o f 160 pages, doublé columned, w i t h one 
a l p b a b e t i c a l sequence c o n t a i n i n g e n t r i e s f o r autbors, t i t l e s and 
general s u b j e c t s ( F i g . 32). Tbe e d i t i o n of 672 c o p i e s was soon s o l d 
out and was r e - i s s u e d . A supplement was pu b l i s b e d i n 1878, but d i d 
not f i n d sucb a ready market, probably because i t was soon f o l l o w e d by 
tbe i n s t a l l a t i o n of the I n d i c a t o r which was always kept up t o date i n 
the L i b r a r y . In the l i g h t o f t h a t experience, i t was decided not t o 
produce another catalogne but f o r the time being t o append f u l l 
c l a s s i f i e d l i s t s of the year's accessions t o the annual r e p o r t s . T h i s 
was implemented 1879 and continued t o 1887. Wright a l s o recommended 
i n 1879 t h a t the next p u b l i c a t i o n s should be separate s e c t i o n a l or 
C l a s s catalogues t o correspond w i t h the i n d i v i d u a i c l a s s e s on the 
I n d i c a t o r Catalogne; but t h i s does not seem t o bave been agreed by 
the Committee. By 1880 t h e expansion o f the stock had made i t necessary 
t o p u b l i s h a new c a t a l o g n e , which was planned t o be on the same 
d i c t i o n a r y p r i n c i p l e as b e f o r e , but w i t h the stock d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e 
s e c t i o n s , v i z . Lending, Reference, and Devon and C o m w a l l . I t was 
estimated t h a t the work would i n c l u d e about 13,000 volumes, represented 
by about 40,000 e n t r i e s , and occnpy 250-300 pages. The co s t o f p r i n t i n g 
was l a r g e l y o f f s e t by the income from the many pages o f advertisements 
which were inclnded as the r e s u l t of Wright's personal i n i t i a t i v e . The 
undertaking was a major t a s k . Work began i n 1880 on pre p a r i n g the 
copy, which was fed t o the p r i n t e r i n a l p b a b e t i c a l s e c t i o n s . By J n l y 
1881 the p r i n t e r had completed up t o l e t t e r K of thè Lending L i b r a r y 
s e c t i o n , which was completed i n 1882 and sold f o r I s . T h i s p a r t was 
much l a r g a r than had been a n t i c i p a t e d , occupying 248 pages, w i t h about 
25,0O0 e n t r i e s . The p u b l i c response was d i s a p p o i n t i n g , and the p r i c e 
was reduced t o 6d. i n 1883 i n an attempt t o s e l l the remaining c o p i e s . 
In 1884 Wright had t o confess t h a t borrowers d i d not use p r i n t e d 
catalogues as much as he would wish, and he could no longer s t r o n g l y 
recommend the p u b l i c a t i o n o f the p r o j e c t e d second and t h i r d p a r t s 
which would bave covered t h e Reference L i b r a r y and Devon and C o m w a l l 
L i b r a r y . Instead, he proposed t o prepare b r i e f c l a s s i f i e d l i s t s o f 
books i n the Reference L i b r a r y because readers were having d i f f i c u l t y 
i n f i n d i n g out the works i n stock t h e r e . These c l a s s i f i e d l i s t s were 
ap p a r e n t l y manuscript c a t a l o g u e s , which were intended t o be o n l y a 
temporary measure. In 1886 p r o v i s i o n was made i n estimates f o r p r i n t i n g 
the Reference L i b r a r y Catalogne, but i t was s i x years before the 
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B O R O U G H O F P L Y M O U T H 
INDEX- CA TALOGUE. 
S E C T I O N I . — L E N D I N G D E P A R T M E N T . 
J^CbANDONED Venie C954 
Abbcys, Castles, and Ancient Halls of 
England and Wales Timbs H296 
Abbot. (Sequcl to the Monaster>'.) Scott 
C H I C S 7 7 C I 1 3 4 
ABBOT (E.) eie Church of the First Three 
Centuries A I 2 8 
ABBOTT (Jacob). August Stories : August 
and Elvie J 4 
— August Stories : Granfile Family J5 
— Franconia Stories : Henrys J 3 0 6 
— Jesus Show-ing Merq' A 1 3 2 
— Lire of Elizabeth, (Jueen of England 
J S i o J599 
— Young Christian ; or, the Principles 
of Christian Duty A I 5 1 
ABBOTT (J. S. C.) Life of Marie A ntoinette, 
Queen of France j6oo 
ABBOTT (Rev. J.) Philip Musgiave; or, 
Menioirs of a Church of England Missionaiy 
of the North American Colonies G 1 6 8 1 
Abbots, Last of the ' Brown J 4 6 1 
Abbotsford and Newstead Abbey. Irving H 3 0 4 
Abdul Medjid Khan, Sultan of Turkey. 
Christmas C951 
A'Beckct, Archbishop, etc Wilks B 1 0 3 
— Thomas : a Biography ... Robertson B 1 4 3 
A'BECKETT (0. A.) Comic History of 
England. lUustrated by John Lcech ... 0 8 1 5 
Abel Drake's Wife Saunders G 1 4 6 7 
A BELL (Mrs.) RecolJeaions of the Em-
peror Napoleon on the Island of St. 
Helena. Revised by Mrs. C. Johnstone C524 
Abel Redivivus; or the Lives and Deaths 
of Modem Divines. Fuller, &c B 7 0 7 
Abeokuta, and the Camaroons Mountains. 
Burton C 6 1 4 C 1 0 1 6 
Abode of Snow. Wilson C 7 3 6 
ABOUT (Edmond) Fellah; or, Life in 
Egypt Trans, by Sir R. Roberts C 3 7 4 C952 
— La Question Romaine Ci22o 
— Le Roi des Montagnes 
— Roman Question. Trans. H. C. Coape H 7 4 
About in the World. Essa;^ ... Friswell D 1 8 0 
Abraham, CJod's Command to. See ^Vhist-
on's Josephus ci6o 
Abraham Ibn Elzra See Ibn Ezra 
Absentee Edgeworth G 1 0 4 6 
Absolute Monarchy, Struggle Against 
Cordery C 1 1 3 0 
Abstainers, Illustrious Sherlock B 3 3 7 
Abstinence, Total Temperance 
Abyssinia and its People Hottcn 0 7 0 8 
— British Captives in ' Beke • C 4 4 1 
— British Mission to Rassam C 4 5 8 
— Captivity in Blanc C 5 7 3 
— Nile, Tributaries of Baker C 4 3 2 
— Nubia and , Russell " C 2 4 1 
Achilles Tatius ... See Greek Romances F 3 0 3 
ACHILLI (Rev. Dr. G.) Dealings with the 
Inquisition; or, Papal Rome, her Priests 
and her Jesuits C 1 5 1 
A 
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work was a c t u a l l y p ubllshed a l t h o u g h the p r i n t i n g s t a r t e d i n 1889-90. 
The work, which was In two p a r t s c o v e r i n g the Référence L i b r a r y i t s e l f 
and the a s s o c i a t e d Devon and Cor n w a l l L i b r a r y , was met w l t h a c c l a i m 
but the sm a l l demand f o r c o p i e s d i d not j u s t i f y the heavy o u t l a y (126); 
and i t was decided not t o con t i n u e w l t h the p u b l i c a t i o n of ge n e r a l 
c a t a l o g u e s . Instead, i t was decided t o iss u e a séries of s e c t i o n a l 
c a t a l o g u e s a t I d . o r 2d. each. T h i s new p o l i c y was c a r r i e d out i n 
re s p e c t o f the Lending L i b r a r y which badly needed a new catalogue. 
The o l d one was u s e l e s s because o f the numerous a d d i t i o n s which had 
been made, and the annual r e p o r t s c a r r i e d o n l y sélections of t h e 
a d d i t i o n s from 1887. The f i r s t s e c t i o n a l catalogues, i n the same 
d i c t i o n a r y format as the ge n e r a l catalogues, were issued i n 1896 
f o r C l a s s C H i s t o r y and C l a s s E A r t s , Science and Na t u r a i H i s t o r y . 
C l a s s G, Prose f i c t i o n , was p u b l l s h e d i n a différent format, two 
s e c t i o n s c o n s i s t i n g of author and t i t l e r e s p e c t i v e l y ; but the f o u r t h 
l i s t . C l a s s B Biography and correspondence, r e v e r t e d t o the d i c t i o n a r y 
p r i n c i p l e . Each o f thèse l i s t s was 2d., or a i l f o u r f o r 6d. The 
Référence L i b r a r y Catalogue p u b l l s h e d i n 1892 was r e f e r r e d t o as 
C l a s s e s K and L i n t h i s séquence, and was o f f e r e d at h a l f p r i c e , 6d., 
i n 1901. By June 1905 a i l o f t h e s e c t i o n a l catalogues of the Lending 
L i b r a r y had been p u b l l s h e d , i n c l u d i n g a r e v i s e d , author o n l y , f i c t i o n 
l i s t ( C l a s s G) i n 1903-4. 
•The form and maintenance of the catalogues were c l e a r l y 
p osing problems, and the s e r i o u s c u r t a i l m e n t of funds by the C o u n c i l 
around 1908-9 l e f t l i t t l e hope o f s o l u t i o n . The Lending L i b r a r y 
a p p a r e n t l y now had manuscript c a t a l o g u e s o f a i l c l a s s e s i n a d d i t i o n 
t o the In d i c a t o r - C a t a l o g u e r e c o r d ; so had the Référence L i b r a r y . The 
i n f l e x i b i l i t y of thèse cata l o g u e s probably caused the i n t r o d u c t i o n i n 
1903-4 o f a card catalogue i n the Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y , w l t h t h e 
hope being expressed t h a t i t would be extended t o other departments (127). 
I t i s not c l e a r how f a r t h i s extended - probably not v e r y q u i c k l y 
because o f f i n a n c i a l and s t a f f i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s . By the time o f the 
1913-4 Annua! Report t h e r e was a s e r i o u s need f o r a c t i o n t o make the 
sto c k more a c c e s s i b l e , and a new gene r a l catalogue was being considered 
by the Committee. The manuscript catalogues were being r e v i s e d 
c o n t i n u a l l y , the card catalogues were being added t o , but h a n d l i s t s 
were again needed - f o r example, t he l a s t f u l l l i s t i n g of C l a s s L 
was the 1892 pub l l s h e d Catalogue, over twenty years o l d . 
34?. 
Despite the problems o f t b e l a t t e r years o f tbe p e r i o d linder 
c o n s i d e r a t I o n , tbe general record of catalogues at Plymouth Free P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y seems t o be a c r e d i t a b l e one botb i n q u a n t i t y and q u a l i t y 
w i t b i n t b e l i m i t a t i o n s imposed by f a c t o r s sucb as inadequate resources 
of s t a f f and money. C e r t a i n l y Wrigbt b i m s e l f a p p r e c i a t e d tbe need 
f o r t b e p u b l i c t o be aware of tbe stock beld i n tbe L i b r a r y . Altbougb 
be was a s s i s t e d i n producing tbe c a t a l o g u e s , i t seems t b a t t b e bulk of 
t b e work f e i l upon bim s e l f . No wonder be bad a r e p u t a t i o n f o r being 
"never out of tbe L i b r a r y " 
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7.6 PLYMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY : RESOURCES 
One ty p e of resource, the bookstock, has a l r e a d y been 
considered i n the previous s e c t i o n s , but the more general resources 
of f i n a n c e , s t a f f i n g and accommodation r e q u i r e more s p e c i f i c a t t e n t i o n . 
7.6.1 Finance. 
The L i b r a r y was almost e n t i r e l y dependent upon t h e r a t e s f o r 
i t s income. Each year there were u s u a l l y a few pounds e x t r a from • 
sources such as f i n e s , and the s a l e o f o c c a s i o n a i catalogues, p l u s 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s from non-residents from 1892 onwards; but t h i s e x t r a 
source of income never became r e a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . The t o t a l income 
from extraneous sources,almost c e r t a i n l y i n c l u d i n g money from the 
s a l e of newspapers and magazines, u s u a l l y formed about E50-E60 per 
annum from 1876 t o the end of the c e n t u r y a f t e r which d e t a i l s are 
missing. The income from the r a t e s was i n i t i a l l y £700 p.a., r i s i n g 
t o £78 5 by 1887, a f t e r which the income was increased t o £1,000 but 
as t h e r e had t o be the repayment t o the C o r p o r a t i o n of l o a n s f o r the 
b u i l d i n g e xtension t h e r e was no immediate i n c r e a s e i n purchasing 
power. By 1896 the income had r i s e n t o about El,300, and i n 1898-9 
t o £1,593 from the r a t e s . F i g u r e s are m i s s i n g f o r the next few years, 
but i n 1905-6 the income was £1,750, approximately £400 short of the 
product of a penny r a t e . This was probably because the boundary 
extensions and the r a p i d increase i n e d u c a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s by 
the Borough C o u n c i l were causing some alarm over the increased r a t e s 
r e q u i r e d , and economy was being encoùraged - or enforced - i n e x i s t i n g 
Services. In 1906 t h e r e was an immediate improvement t o the f u l l one 
penny r a t e because Andrew Carnegie o f f e r e d t o b u i l d a l i b r a r y f o r 
Plymouth on c o n d i t i o n t h a t the penny r a t e , then estimated t o be about 
£2,00O, would be a v a i l a b l e t o maintain i t . From 1906 t o 1914- the 
L i b r a r y ' s income rose from £2,146 t o £2,446. 
D e t a i l s o f expenditure were i n c l u d e d i n the p u b l i s h e d 
annual r e p o r t s u n t i l 1897-8, a f t e r which d e t a i l s are not a v a i l a b l e . 
Table 29 shows the f i g u r e s f o r the t o t a l expenditure and the most 
important items o f expenditure v i z . s a l a r i e s , books, b i n d i n g , 
p e r i o d i c a l s , f u r n i t u r e and f i t t i n g s . The t o t a l income i s a l s o shown. 
Table 29. Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y . Income and expenditure 1876 - 1898. 
(Based on Information i n the Annual reports of the Plymouth Free L i b r a r y Committee) 
I N C 0 M E E X P E N D I T U R E 
Year From T o t a l F u r n i t u r e Books Binding P e r i o d i c a l s S a l a r i e s T o t a l 
r a t e s income & f i t t i n g s 
1876-7 970 2,168 489 984 42 56 406 2,261 
1878 700 764. 48 95 90 56- 275 772 
187 9 700 7 59 113 75 29 66 306 780 
1880 700 767 122 131 35 54 321 816 
1881 700 7 54 30 118 73 51 326 813 
1882 720 872 36 63 61 66 335 874 
1883 720 788 • 54 103 33 63 3 52 812 
1884 7 50 823 68 77 77 '73 398 879 
188 5 7 50 838 6 113 54 72 419 839 
1886 785 1,037 55 148 60 67 379 1,041 
1886 1,000 850 42 150 60 69 386 882 
1888-9 1,150 1,225 55 207 82 102 492 1,162 
1889-90 1,000 1,106 59 174 53 88 422 942 
1890-1 1,000 1,064 58 193 73 93 430 1,074 
1891-2 1,100 1,162 51 215 103 98 405 1,067 
1892-3 1,159 1,224 30 213 Ilo 97 445 1,090 
1893-4 : 1,192 1,252 72 236 104 127 449 1,169 
1894-5 1,224 1,277 35 275 68 160 511 1,257 
1895-6 1,293 1,325 212 188 77 171 555 1,471 
1896-7 1,368 1,438 208 206 63 164 621 1,778 
1897-8 1,593 1,667 189 201 76 219 730 1,958 
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I t w i l l be seen t b a t i n rougb terms tbe t o t a l expenditure and income 
doubled i n the f i r s t twenty years, and tbat the i n d i v i d u a i items of 
expenditure kept i n approximate balance by a l s o d o u b l i n g , w i t h the 
exception of the more random expenditure on f u r n i s h i n g s and f i t t i n g s . 
As the p e r i o d concerned was one i n which hook p r i c e s were r e l a t i v e l y 
s t a b i e , the e x t r a expenditure can normally be i n t e r p r e t e d i n the 
p r o v i s i o n of e x t r a books, p e r i o d i c a l s , and the accompanying e x t r a 
s t a f f i n g , f o r the branch l i b r a r i e s and school l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . 
Table 30 i s a copy of the l a s t d e t a i l e d accounts which bave 
been found, i n which i t can be seen t h a t the expenditure was not f a r 
short of the E2,000 which was t o be the l e v e l o f funding 1906 - 1914. 
Probably i t was a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n of expenditure which operated i n 
the l a t t e r p e r i o d , w i t h allowance made f o r the e q u i v a l e n t of the 
Corporation loan being a v a i l a b l e f o r general expenditure, and some 
r i s e i n at l e a s t the s a l a r i e s (Wright's s a l a r y of £230 p.a. i n 1897-8 
had been r a i s e d t o £250 by 1907 (128)), 
7.6.2 S t a f f 
\ 
I t i s f o r t u n a t e t h a t each annual r e p o r t c o n t a i n s a l i s t o f 
s t a f f names and d e s i g n a t i o n s , from which i t has been p o s s i b l e t o b u i l d 
up a p i c t u r e of the establishment, s t a f f t r a i n i n g , and o r g a n i s a t i o n of 
the e a r l y years Of the L i b r a r y . 
Throughout the whole pe r i o d under c o n s i d e r a t i o n W.H.K. Wright 
was the L i b r a r i a n , r e s p o n s i b l e t o the Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
Committee which was a u t h o r i s e d t o e x e r c i s e a l i the powers vested i n 
the C o u n c i l f o r the management, r e g u l a t i o n and c o n t r o l of the Free 
L i b r a r y . From the beginning, the L i b r a r i a n was S e c r e t a r y t o the 
Committee, and t h i s d e s i g n a t i o n preceded h i s p r o f e s s i o n a l d e s i g n a t i o n -
"Secretary and P u b l i c Librarian'.' Although he was i n i t i a l l y designated 
" P u b l i c L i b r a r i a n " , which seems to bave been a u s u a i t i t l e , i n 1883 
i t was changed t o Borough L i b r a r i a n , perhaps one o f the f i r s t t o do so, 
f o r Greenwood commented i n respect o f Plymouth t h a t t h i s was "a good 
d e s i g n a t i o n ... which might be adopted f o r g e n e r a l use'.' (129) 
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Honorary Treasurer's Financial Statement, from Aprii ist, 1897, to March ^ist, 1898. 
R E C E I P T S . £ »• i-
T a Corporation (pe Borengh Treararer)— 
m Imt^bneat, Jonc a«, 1897 . . £396 5 
mà „ Oa. j i , 1897 398 5 
jr t „ Dec. }i, 1897 . . 398 5 
4tl> „ M u . 18.1898 . . 39S 5 
To Fino iteàrKi fmm Bomn>en . . 
, B o m m n ' Tèekett 
„ Sale of Catalogues 
„ Sobioriptioiu (noD-toidena) . . . . ' 
„ Sak of Pouca/iU for Bespoke Booki 
. Sale of Rulci and Rcgolationt . . 
. Saie of O U Newipapera, etc. . . 
Sale ef Readen* MedaU 
. Damafcd and Loat Bock* replaccd by Borrowcra 
n Balance dut to Bank . . 
«593 0 0 
43 16 8 
a 
to 15 0 
1 10 0 
s 8 3 
0 13 4 
3 0 8 
e 13 4 
e 13 0 
«91 13 c 
£«95« «3 7 
(SifMf) G E O . R. B A R R E T T . Him. Trtanrir. 
W . H . K. W R I G H T , Bon»;* Lii>roTÌa%. 
P A Y M E N T S . 
Balance doc to Bank Uat Report . . 
By Second Inttalment ef Corporation Loan 
„ Rent paid 10 Corporation 
„ Intere*! on Corporatian Loan 
„ Tuea and Anditon'Fee* 
„ Fttmitnte, Fittinga. and Repain 
., Ufarariao't Salary 
., Wages and Atiendance, including Branche* 
Frinting, .Stationery, and Advcniung 
„ Piiniiag Annsal Report 
„ Pnrchuc of New Booka and Rcplacementt 
„ Bindin^ and Repaire of Bookt 
M Magaxmesand Rericwa 
« Newapapei» . . 
„ n«» and Fœl 
„ Inamance 
, Catalogue» and Aaûttance 
„ Raîiway Chargea, Potteragc etc 
„ Powagea, Notice» to Bonowert, etc. 
M Oeaning and Sundriea 
„ Bank Cbeqoes 
^BankCharge. 
£ >• à. 
î 10 7 
aoo o o 
3S o o 
48 12 * 
• » 14 4 
1S9 o XI 
»30 o e 
SOI 16 
74 o 
7 » 
aoi e 
76 o 
r ' 
zS* 15 
6, 17 
B e o 
41 3 9 
IX 4 II 
II 15 4 
14 »6 s 
o 16 e 
16 j a 
£«958 «S 7 
Andital, Hay and, 189S. 
(Sir«d) G . HICKS » 
T H o s . J . P A W L E Y ; AiBtm. 
Table 30. Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y accounts 1897-1898. 
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In 1875 a l l of the departments of the L i b r a r y were housed 
together i n a l a r g e h a l l which co u l d be s e r v i c e d adequately by two 
A s s i s t a n t s and one H a l l k e e p e r . The f o l l o w i n g year one of the A s s i s ­
t a n t s was designated A s s i s t a n t L i b r a r i a n , and was a p p a r e n t l y next 
se n i o r t o the L i b r a r i a n , although i t i s not c l e a r i f he was a c t u a l l y 
considered t o be a p r o f e s s i o n a l . The second A s s i s t a n t was r e d e s i g ­
nated J u n i o r A s s i s t a n t , and was j o i n e d by another i n t h a t grade; a 
t h i r d J u n i o r A s s i s t a n t j o i n e d i n 1879, making an establishment of 
s i x . I t was probably t h e extension of accommodation i n 1879, w i t h 
a separate Reference L i b r a r y u p s t a i r s , t h a t caused Wright t o make some 
s t a f f changes which e v i d e n t l y d i d not s u i t everyone f o r i t l e d t o 
"the abrupt departure o f my l a t e a s s i s t a n t " who was r e p l a c e d by 
promoting the s e n i o r a p p r e n t i c e t o C h i e f A s s i s t a n t . 
T h i s system of a p p r e n t i c e s h i p was p o s s i b l y f i r s t a p p l i e d i n 
Plymouth, probably being e s t a b l i s h e d as e a r l y as 1876, f o r i t i s 
known t h a t the Plymouth p r a c t i c e was t o take two boys as a p p r e n t i c e s 
f o r f i v e years (130), and i n 1880 the senior a p p r e n t i c e seems t o have 
completed h i s a p p r e n t i c e s h i p and been promoted i n t o a p r o f e s s i o n a l post. 
The scheme was d e f i n i t e l y o p e r a t i o n a l i n 1879, and i n 1880, a f t e r 
the question of p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g had been d i s c u s s e d at the 
L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Annual Conference, Wright was a b l e t o r e p o r t t o 
h i s Committee t h a t : 
"The method adoped i n t h i s L i b r a r y of employing youths, 
as a p p r e n t i c e s , at a f a i r remuneration, f o r a term of 
f i v e y e a r s , was approved; and i t i s g r a t i f y i n g t o f i n d 
t h a t the same course i s being adopted i n other libraries'.'(131) 
I t appears t h a t the J \ i n i o r A s s i s t a n t grade c o n s i s t e d of two c a t e g o r i e s -
the two a p p r e n t i c e s , and other n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l s . 
The s t a f f changes i n 1879 r e s u l t e d i n t h e A s s i s t a n t L i b r a r i a n 
having s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the Lending Department and the most 
experienced J u n i o r A s s i s t a n t f o r the Reference Department. In 1881 an 
Evening A s s i s t a n t was added t o the establishment, and the H a l l k e e p e r , 
who had become u n f i t f o r duty through i l l n e s s , was r e p l a c e d i n 1882 by 
a C a r e t a k e r / c l e a n e r . A f o u r t h J u n i o r A s s i s t a n t post was added i n 
1883, j u s t before and probably because of another major extension of 
the accommodation. In 1885 the A s s i s t a n t L i b r a r i a n l e f t t o enter 
business on h i s own account, and was succeeded by the s e n i o r a p p r e n t i c e 
who had j u s t completed h i s f i v e years; the l a t t e r ' s post was not f i l l e d 
and the Evening A s s i s t a n t was dispensed w i t h , r e d u c i n g the establishment 
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t o s i x . C o n t i n u i t y of s e r v i c e now emerges v e r y c l e a r l y , w i t h most of 
t h e a p p r e n t i c e s completing t h e i r f i v e years and some remaining much 
lo n g e r . Robert P h i l p stayed f i v e years as an a p p r e n t i c e and s i x as 
a p r o f e s s i o n a l before o b t a i n i n g a post i n charge of Camberwell Branch 
L i b r a r y i n London, and W i l l i a m Emery s i m i l a r l y served t h i r t e e n years 
b e f o r e o b t a i n i n g a post i n charge o f Kensal Branch, Chelsea. Wright 
was h e a r t i l y c o n g r a t u l a t e d by the Committee on h i s t r a i n e e s o b t a i n i n g 
such good pos t s against the c o n s i d e r a b l e competition which e x i s t e d . 
The extension of accommodation and the establishment of 
new s e r v i c e s l e d t o i n c r e a s e s on t h e s t a f f establishments an 
Attendcint f o r each branch r e a d i n g room as i t was e s t a b l i s h e d 1892 
onwards, a Newsroom Attendant 1893-4 (redesignated as second c a r e t a k e r 
1901-2), and a Magazine Room Attendant 1897-8'. In 1901-2 t h e C h i e f 
A s s i s t a n t ' s post appears t o have been redesignated S u b - L i b r a r i a n ; the 
h o l d e r was R. W e l l i n g t o n , who j o i n e d as an a p p r e n t i c e i n 1890-1, 
became C h i e f A s s i s t a n t i n 1895-6 w i t h s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the 
Reference L i b r a r y , S u b - L i b r a r i a n 1901-2, remaining i n t h a t p o s i t i o n 
u n t i l the death of W.H.K-. Wright i n 1915, when he became L i b r a r i a n . 
The growth of establishment appears t o be r e l a t e d more t o 
s e r v i c e growth and s e c u r i t y requirements, as demonstrated, r a t h e r 
than t o s e r v i c e hours, which remained very s t a b l e . The Lending L i b r a r y 
opened lO a.m. - 10 p.m. i n 1876-7, reducing i t by one hour i n 1883 t o 
9 p.m. c l o s i n g . . By 1903 Wednesday had become a h a l f day, opening 10 a.m. 
t o 2 p.m., Saturday was lO p.m. c l o s i n g , but the other days as 
before. The Reference L i b r a r y ( i n c l u d i n g P atents and Devon and Corn­
w a l l L i b r a r y ) opened 10 a.m. - 10 p.m., c l o s i n g 2 p.m. on Wednesdays i n 
e 
the summer. The Newsroom opend 9 a.m. - 10 p.m., the Magazine Room 
and L a d i e s Room c l o s i n g at 9.30 p.m. Branches a l l opened 6.30 - 9.3o 
p.m., p l u s Saturday afternoons from about 1904. The q u e s t i o n of 
Siinday opening was r a i s e d i n 1884, and Wright made a survey of p r a c t i c e 
i n o t h e r a u t h o r i t i e s (132). A proposal f o r Sunday opening was put 
before the L i b r a r y Committee at t h a t time but i t was withdrawn by i t s 
unnamed promoters; i n February 1887 the Committee proposed t o the 
C o u n c i l t h a t the Reading Rooms should be open t o the p u b l i c from 6 - 1 0 
p.m. f o r an experimental p e r i o d o f one year, and t h a t the Attendants 
should be p a i d 2s. per Sunday. The motion was l o s t by 21 v o t e s t o 16 
and the matter does not appear t o have a r i s e n again. 
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The establishment i n 1913-4 c o n s i s t e d of s i x t e e n p o s t s , 
mostly f u l l t i m e , forming a c o n t r a s t w i t h the t o t a l o f four when 
the L i b r a r y opened i n 1876. The a c t u a l p o s t s were: 
Borough L i b r a r i a n 1 
S u b - L i b r a r i a n 1 
Senior A s s i s t a n t 1 
A s s i s t a n t s 2 
J u n i o r A s s i s t a n t s 2 
Attendant/ Magazine Room 1 
Attendant, Devon & Cornwall L i b r a r y 1 
Attendants, Branch l i b r a r i e s 3 
Caretakers 2 
E x t r a cleaner 1 
Stoker 1 
7.6.3 Accommodât ion 
The L i b r a r y was i n e v i t a b l y faced w i t h a c o n t i n u i n g séquence 
of problems when i t was decided t o e s t a b l i s h i t i n the o l d G u i l d h a l l . 
At f i r s t t h e problem was one of c o n v e r t i n g the i n i t i a l a l l o c a t i o n o f 
n o n - f u n c t i o n a l rooms by an adaptation programme, but as the L i b r a r y 
outgrew i t s accommodation more space was taken over v i n t i l v i r t u a l l y the 
whole b u i l d i n g had been taken over by i t i n 1883, and an extension was 
b u l i t i n 1884 over part of the c o u r t y a r d . Already the L i b r a r i a n was 
a g i t a t i n g f o r a new b u i l d i n g (133). For many years the c o n d i t i o n of 
the r o o f gave cause f o r concern, v;ith fréquent l e a k s and d i s a s t r o u s 
e f f e c t s on the books, and the i n t e r i o r r e q u i r e d proper rénovation which 
was c a r r i e d out i n 1890-1. The Committee were persuaded t h a t a new 
b u i l d i n g was e s s e n t i a l and a p p l i e d i n 1891-2 t o the Land Committee 
f o r a s i t e adjacent t o the s i t e o f t h e new T e c h n i c a l Schools, a more 
c e n t r a l s i t u a t i o n i n the expanding town. Meantime, i t d e f e r r e d plans 
f o r an expensive adaptation programme. Three years l a t e r the Coioncil 
decided not t o l e t the L i b r a r y have the proposed new s i t e , and i n 1895 
the a d a p t a t i o n s programme went ahead; i t was of a major nature, the 
L i b r a r y being c l o s e d from May 1895 t o January 1896 f o r the purpose. 
Even so, the Annual report 1895-6 i n c l u d e d not o n l y a r e p o r t on the . 
a d a p t a t i o n s , but a warning t h a t d e s p i t e the improvements the b u i l d i n g 
was s t i l l not and never could be adéquate; the surroundings were not 
conducive t o study, and the growth of Greater Plymouth would r e q u i r e 
a f u r t h e r expansion of l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s i n the near f u t u r e . A new 
h e a t i n g System was i n s t a l l e d 1897-8 and e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n October 1899, 
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which perhaps improved the environmental c o n d i t i o n s ; but the s t r a i n 
of the c o n t i n u a l l y i n c r e a s i n g pressure of usage was t e l l i n g , and i n 
1902-3 a note of f r u s t r a t i o n crept i n t o t h e Annual repartí 
"... L i b r a r i a n and b i s s t a f f do t h e i r best i n circumstances 
t h a t are sometimes d i f f i c u l t and discouragingV (134) 
A b i t t e r blow was s h o r t l y t o add t o t h e i r d e j e c t i o n . 
A l a r g e number of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s were a c q u i r i n g new 
b u i l d i n g s from about 1890 onwards through the g e n e r o s i t y o f wealthy 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s . Cornwall b e n e f i t t e d from the donations of John Pass-
more Edwards, a Cornishman by b i r t h who devoted much of b i s for t u n e 
t o t h a t county. New p u b l i c l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g s were opened by him i n 
the p e r i o d 1895 t o 1900 at Cambóme, Redruth, Tmro,. Lisk e a r d , . ; 
Bodmin, S t . Ivés and La\inceston (135) Andrew Carnegie had a l r e a d y 
given a l a r g e number of b u i l d i n g g r a n t s f o r p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i n 
Great B r i t a i n . Plymouth lacked a l o c a l benefactor of t b i s k i n d , 
and t h e r e was no chance of the C o u n c i l p r o v i d i n g the money f o r a new 
b u i l d i n g , so the L i b r a r y Committee determined t o approach Andrew 
Carnegie.(136). A j o i n t l e t t e r dated 15 May 1903 was sent by John 
S h e l l y , Deputy Chairman of the L i b r a r y Committee and W.H. K. Wright (137). 
In i t , t h e y p o i n t e d out: t h a t Plymouth had a popu l a t i o n of 112,000 
which was i n c r e a s i n g v e r y r a p i d l y ; the L i b r a r y was opened i n 1876 i n a 
b u i l d i n g adapted t o serve as a temporary home, and was s t i l l t h e r e ; 
the penny r a t e produced £2,000 p.a. which was "only s u f f i c i e n t t o meet 
the annual working expenses? i t had been found i m p o s s i b l e t o meet 
the demand f o r a'Uew b u i l d i n g out of the r a t e s ; the o l d b u i l d i n g , erected 
1800, had n e i t h e r beauty ñor antiguarían i n t e r e s t , was 111 adapted 
f o r a l i b r a r y , and incapable of extensión; a s i t e f o r a good c e n t r a l 
l i b r a r y c o u l d probably be found i n cióse p r o x i m i t y t o the T e c h n i c a l 
Schools? and a p r o p e r l y equipped b u i l d i n g would c o s t E20,000. The 
w r i t e r s c l o s e d by reminding Carnegie o f Plymouth's cióse connection 
w i t h America, and the i n c r e a s i n g number of v i s i t s t o the town and 
L i b r a r y by Americans. Tbis l e t t e r of a p p l i c a t i o n was sent t o Andrew 
Carnegie v i a one of b i s acquaintances, F r a n c i s W i l l i a m Fox, who wrote 
a b r i e f s upporting l e t t e r t o accompany i t (138). On 26 June 
Carnegie's S e c r e t a r y sent a r e p l y addressed t o the L i b r a r i a n : 
"Yours of 15th May r e c e i v e d . Mr. Carnegie wishes t o 
know i f so l a r g e a p o p u l a t i o n as Plymouth has i s f u l l y 
s u p p l i e d w i t h Branch L i b r a r i e s , and whether a couple 
of Branch L i b r a r i e s would not serve the purpose of 
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r e a c h i n g the people w i t h books b e t t e r tban a l a r g e 
C e n t r a l L i b r a r y as proposed. Mr. Carnegie p l a c e s more 
importance on Branch L i b r a r i e s tban he does on l a r g e 
monumental C e n t r a l Buildings*.' (139) 
At l e a s t t h i s was encouraging i n t h a t i t was not ah o u t r i g h t r e j e c t i o n . 
The L i b r a r y Committee held a s p e c i a l meeting t o d i s c u s s t h e matter, 
and i n t h e i r r e p l y o f 10 J u l y they e x p l a i n e d why the branch l i b r a r y 
S o l u t i o n was u n s u i t a b l e f o r Plymouth. 
"The P o p u l a t i o n o f Plymouth i s crowded i n t o a small area, 
and t h e r e are not, as i n some towns, suburbs, w i t h c e n t r e s 
o f t h e i r own: a l l the p o p u l a t i o n Coming i n t o the town f o r 
bus i n e s s , Shopping and amusements. I t has been found 
t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h e Branch L i b r a r i e s , which have been 
opened from time t o time i n the o u t s k i r t s have not 
succeeded; .... The Committee.therefore, do not t h i n k , 
t h a t t a k i n g a l l these circiomstances i n t o account, i t would 
be d e s i r a b l e t o b u i l d branch l i b r a r i e s , but t h a t a more 
commodious and more c e n t r a l L i b r a r y i s g r e a t l y needed'.' (140) 
Carnegie requested plans and a p i c t u r e o f t h e e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g , which 
were d u l y s u p p l i e d , together w i t h a v e r b a l d e s c r i p t i o n of the b u i l d i n g 
which i s u s e f u l because none of the p l a n s have s u r v i v e d . 
"The b u i l d i n g Covers an area of 3,500 f e e t , i t s l e n g t h being 
72 f e e t , and i t s width 50 f e e t . 
The b u i l d i n g i s c l o s e l y surroimded by houses on three s i d e s , 
the width of the s t r e e t on the south west side being 18 f e e t ; 
on the n o r t h west 22 f e e t ; and on the n o r t h east 13 f e e t ; 
on the south s i d e i s a small open space, used c h i e f l y as a 
p l a y space f o r c h i l d r e n . The neighbourhood, being i n the 
o l d p a r t o f the town, i s v e r y congested, and the s t r e e t s , 
as shown i n the above measurements a r e narrow, and l i k e w i s e 
v e r y n o i s y . The main entrance t o the b u i l d i n g i s by a 
descent of four steps, to meet the v a r y i n g l e v e l s of the 
surrouriding s t r e e t s ; in f a c t the news room i s n e a r l y s i x f e e t 
below the l e v e l o f the main s t r e e t . As a n a t u r a l consequence 
t h e rooms are d e f e c t i v e in V e n t i l a t i o n . 
The News Room i s a long narrow apartment 57 f e e t by 24 f e e t , 
w i t h an average height o f 11 f e e t . I t i s e n t i r e l y without 
s e a t i n g accommodation, the g r e a t e r p a r t of the space being 
taken up by the newspaper Stands. 
The Lending L i b r a r y i s above the News Room, and of s i m i l a r 
s i z e ; about two t h i r d s of t h e f l o o r space being occupied by 
book Stacks, the remainder f o r the use of the p u b l i c , the 
I n d i c a t o r and the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e Offices. 
The Magazine Room, which i n c l u d e s a l s o the Ladies Department, 
g i v e s s e a t i n g accommodation f o r 60 persons; the w a l l space 
i n t h i s room being u t i l i z e d f o r s t o r i n g a p o r t i o n of the 
books belonging to the Lending L i b r a r y . 
The Reference L i b r a r y on the upper f l o o r i s p r a c t i c a l l y i n 
the r o o f , i t s mean height being 14 f e e t , t h i s having been 
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ob t a i n e d by removing tbe o l d c e l l i n g . T h i s room bas 
accommodation f o r from 3 5 t o 40 persons. A small room 
a d j o i n i n g i s used f o r s t o r i n g tbe books and tbe L o c a l , or 
Devon and Cornwall Department. We bave no c h i l d r e n ' s room, 
no room a v a i l a b l e f o r Lectures or C l a s s e s , which are sadly 
needed, and, as w i l l be seen, t b e accommodation, botb f o r 
books and readers i s s t r a i n e d t o the utmostV (141) 
Carnegie's r e p l y t o t h i s i n f o r m a t i v e package was t o request f r e s h 
p l a n s wi t h dimensions marked on them, and photographs. These were 
su p p l i e d on l O August (142), and the next few weeks were passed i n 
o p t i m i s t i c suspense. Hopes, however, were sh a t t e r e d by a somewhat 
c u r t l e t t e r from Carnegie's S e c r e t a r y , dated 16 September, which 
merely s a i d : 
"Dear S i r , 
Mr. Carnegie d e s i r e s me t o say i n r e p l y t o your 
communications t h a t he does not see the n e c e s s i t y o f a 
new L i b r a r y B u i l d i n g a t Plymouth. 
R e s p e c t f u l l y yours (143) 
Wright immediately informed F r a n c i s Fox, begging him t o t r y t o get 
Carnegie t o r e c o n s i d e r , and Fox d i d w r i t e t o Carnegie hearing 
"testimony t o the f a c t t h a t the e x i s t i n g L i b r a r y i s q u i t e inadequate ... 
(144) Wright a l s o wrote t o Carnegie e x p r e s s i n g r e g r e t at the 
décision and hoping t h a t Carnegie might one day v i s i t Plymouth and 
i n s p e c t the b u i l d i n g , f o r the photographs represented the b u i l d i n g 
as f a r b e t t e r and more imposing than i t a c t u a l l y was (145). There 
the matter r e s t e d f o r a w h i l e , and dépression must bave weighed 
h e a v i l y on the L i b r a r i a n and h i s s t a f f . 
Three years l a t e r Carnegie reversed h i s préviens décision 
and o f f e r e d £15,000. How d i d t h i s come about? The newspaper report 
o f the opening ceremony i n 1910 i n c l u d e s a graphie account from one 
who was d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d , the Mayor John Yeo, who had been instrum e n t a l 
i n o b t a i n i n g t he grant i n h i s préviens Mayoralty i n 1906. The 
account a l s o i n c l u d e s personal s i d e l i g h t s on the L i b r a r i a n . The 
Mayor i n h i s opening speech : 
" ... wished, however, f i r s t t o say t h a t they were f a r - s e e i n g 
men who i n 1876 appointed Mr. Wright l i b r a r i a n . (Applanse) . 
I t c o u l d not be wrong t o say he was the ' r i g h t ' man i n the 
r i g h t p l a c e . (Appiause). He had not read Mr. Wright's e a r l y 
h i s t o r y , but he should t h i n k p o s s i b l y Mr. Wright was bom i n 
a l i b r a r y . (Langhter). At a i l events, he had never been t o l d 
a nything t o the c o n t r a r y . (Applanse). Then Mr, Wright, when-
ever he had seen him, had been immured i n a l i b r a r y . When 
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other men went f o r a h o l i d a y on Saturday afteimoon, Mr. 
Wright's change was t o go t o the L i b r a r y .for a l e c t u r e -
... - and when t h e summer h o l i d a y s came on, Mr. Wright, t r u e 
t o b i s i n s t i n c t s , went away t o the L i b r a r y Conférence, and 
b u r i e d h i m s e l f i n a l i b r a r y f o r récréation and change. 
(Laughter). Could they wonder t h a t Mr. Wright had l i b r a r y 
on the b r a i n , cmd had made great e f f o r t s t o b r i n g Plymouth 
up t o i t s r i g h t p o i n t w i t h regard t o t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 
i n s t i t u t i o n . (Applause). For years Mr. Wright had been 
dreaming o f t h a t new b u i l d i n g . But he (the Mayor) had 
now come t o t h e p o i n t when he must say t h a t the Mayor of 
Plymouth i n 1906 was i n t i m a t e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h i s 
mattar, and t h a t Mayor was now speaking t o them. ... 
At t h e f i r s t l i b r a r y l e c t u r e of t h a t s e s s i o n he found Mr. 
Wright downhearted and depressed. He had w r i t t e n many 
times t o Mr. Carnegie, and had had no response, and he 
(the Mayor) administered t o Mr. Wright an a n t i d o t e t o 
t h a t dépression. He s a i d 'Cheer up Wright; l e t ' s t r y 
again.' They d i d t r y a g a i n , and the r e s u i t was t h a t about 
the middle of June they had a communication which almost 
took t h e i r b r e a t h away. Mr. Carnegie proposed t o send 
them £15,000 i f they would accept i t , t o b u i l d the new 
Library'.' (146) 
Of course i t had not been q u i t e as simple as t h a t ; t h e new décision by 
Carnegie had not been made without c a r e f u l préparation by Messrs. 
Wright and Yeo. T h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n dated 4 May 1906 was f o l l o w e d 
q u i c k l y onto Carnegie's desk by a l e t t e r o f support from John 
Maclauchlan, Librarían of D\indee, who was acquainted w i t h Carnegie. He 
excused b i s interférence i n terms of having no personal motive but the 
best i n t e r e s t s o f l i b r a r l e s at h e a r t , and t r i e d t o convince Carnegie 
that b i s former décision had been based on a wrong a p p r a i s a l ; 
" ... I make b o l d t o t e l l you what I know of i t , based on 
per s o n a l expérience spread over many years. 
I f e e l sure I am not u s i n g the language o f exaggeration 
when I say t h a t i t i s the worst and most u n s u i t a b l e L i b r a r y 
possessed by any important town i n Great B r i t a i n . The 
b u i l d i n g which i t most resembles i s one w i t h which we Scots 
are f a m i l i a r - one of those o l d Edinburgh 'lands' -; a very 
t a l i , narrow édifice, reached by a wretched, dark, corkscrew 
s t a i r , going up and up and up. There i s a s m a l l , inconvén-
i e n t room on eàch l a n d i n g , and a l t o g e t h e r the pla c e bas a 
most d e t e r r i n g , almost r e p u l s i v e aspect. ... I t i s now 
u n i v e r s a l l y acknowledged t h a t an a i r y , w e l l - l i g h t e d , e a s i l y 
approached L i b r a r y s p e l i s success .... I f asked t o name 
a L i b r a r y most d e s t i t u t e of thèse a l l u r i n g and e s s e n t i a l 
q u a l i t i e s , I should at once say, 'Plymouth.' That i t bas 
been s u c c e s s f u l i n s p i t e of thèse s e r i o u s drawbacks i s 
e n t i r e l y due t o the eminent personal g i f t s and dévotion 
of i t s Librarían, ... .' (147) 
Perhaps t h a t grim p i c t u r e played i t s p a r t i n persuading Carnegie t o 
change b i s mind; the f i l e s g i v e no i n d i c a t i o n of the reason, o n l y the 
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r e s u l t i n g o f f er. The l e t t e r o f 22 June 1906 c o n t a i n i n g Carnegie's 
o f f e r l a i d down h i s u s u a i c o n d i t i o n s i n respect o f t h e s i t e and f u t u r e 
maintenance. I t a l s o e x p l a i n s why £15,000 was o f f e r e d i n s t e a d of t h e 
£20,0O0 requested; c l e a r l y Carnegie had not been f u l l y persuaded 
on the brauch l i b r a r y i s s u e . 
"Responding t o yours o f May 4 t h and p r e v i o u s communi-
c a t i o n s i n regard t o new L i b r a r y B u i l d i n g f o r Plymouth -
i n considération o f Plymouth devoting t h e product o f i t s 
Penny Rate, amoimting t o £2,000 a year f o r support of 
the L i b r a r y and p r o v i d i n g a s i t e which s h a l l not be a 
bürden upon the Penny Rate, Mr. Carnegie w i l l be g l a d t o 
g i v e F i f t e e n Thousand Pounds Stg. f o r t h e érection of 
a Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y B u i l d i n g f o r Plymouth. 
Mr. Carnegie's b e l i e f i s t h a t i t i s b a t t e r t o bave a 
moderate-size C e n t r a l L i b r a r y , because a growing p l a c e 
l i k e Plymouth w i l l probably r e q u i r e a Branch L i b r a r y or 
two before v e r y long'.' (148) 
I t might be expected t h a t such an o f f e r would be u n i v e r s a l l y 
welcomed and accepted; but the Mayor and L i b r a r i a n were both aware 
t h a t t h e r e would be o p p o s i t i o n from some C o u n c i l l o r s because i t would 
mean an increase of about £500 i n the L i b r a r y ' s income and a s i t e 
would have t o be found a t C o u n c i l expense. Perhaps, t o o , t h e r e were 
s t i l l those who were h o s t i l e t o t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r y movement i t s e l f . 
F o r t u n a t e l y Mayor Yeo, who was e x - o f f i c i o Chairman o f the L i b r a r y 
Committee, was an a s t u t e p o l i t i c i a n . He immediately e n l i s t e d the 
support of the Pr e s s and the P u b l i c by P u b l i s h i n g Carnegie's l e t t e r (149) 
i n the l o c a l newspaper and was able t o w r i t e t o Carnegie on 28 June 
t h a t " ... your generous o f f e r bas been r e c e i v e d by the Press and P u b l i c 
at l a r g e w i t h int-ense s a t i s f a c t i o n and gratitude'.' (150) Only then d i d 
be t r y t o convince those who were i n o p p o s i t i o n , Carnegie's l e t t e r was 
put before the C o u n c i l on 9 J u l y , by which time a s u i t a b l e s i t e had 
been i d e n t i f i e d o p p o s i t e t h e Te c h n i c a l Schools. Mayor Yeo opened the 
debate by g i v i n g c o s t i n g s which showed t h a t the estimated annual cost 
t o the C o u n c i l o f an e x t r a £944 (£500 f o r the l i b r a r y , £235 l o s s of 
r a t e s from bouses on the s i t e , £210 p.a. i n t e r e s t and s i n k i n g fund) 
would r e a l l y be o n l y a net £143 a f t e r o f f s e t t i n g new income such as the 
rent and r a t e s from the o l d b u i l d i n g , e t c . (151) Many c o u n c i l l o r s 
remained unconvinced, both o f the need f o r a new l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g , and 
of the c o s t i n g s ; some o p p o s i t i o n was a l s o expressed i n terms of the 
l o s s of c i v i c d i g n i t y i n a c c e p t i n g c h a r i t y . The matter was r e f e r r e d 
t o the S p e c i a l Purposes Committee, which recommended acceptance of the 
o f f e r . At the next C o u n c i l meeting ón 13 August t h e r e was s t i l l 
356. 
Opposition from some diehard c o u n c i l l o r s who represented t h a t t h e i r 
working c l a s s c o n s t i t u a n t s were opposed t o a new L i b r a r y ; one even 
f o r e c a s t t h a t a new b u i l d i n g would be razed t o the ground i n ten years 
time by f r u s t r a t e d working c l a s s ratepayers.' The meeting was adjoumed 
t o the next day, when the vote was taken. The r e s u l t was a s u r p r i s i n g 
28 t o 13 m a j o r i t y i n favour o f acc e p t i n g t h e o f f e r , f o r the C o u n c i l had 
been thought t o be more evenly d i v i d e d on the i s s u e (152) . The 
Town C l e r k wrote the same day t o Carnegie a c c e p t i n g the o f f e r , and 
planning went abead. 
At f i r s t t h e r e was a de l a y before a r c h i t e c t s ' p l a n s were 
i n v i t e d , f o r t h e Museum Committee now approached Carnegie f o r a grant 
t o b u i l d a muséum w i t h the L i b r a r y , but t h i s request was refused. The 
Museum Committee n e v e r t h e l e s s went ahead w i t h a p i a n t o finance a 
new b u i l d i n g by s u b s c r i p t i o n s . Consequently the p l a n s were drawn up 
f o r the two b u i l d i n g s , being a d j o i n i n g but t o t a l l y independent 
establishments. Carnegie approved the L i b r a r y p l a n s , and arranged 
t o pay as the work progressed. On 16 October the foundation stona 
of the L i b r a r y was l a i d , and Wright sent Carnegie t h e l o c a l press 
r e p o r t s t o g e t h e r w i t h b i s personal "deep and h e a r t f e l t thanks f o r 
your great kindness t o my n a t i v e town and t o the L i b r a r y which bas 
been my l i f e - w o r k V (153). The o f f i c i a i opening took p l a c e on 25 
October 1910, when Mayor Yeo performed the ceremony as Carnegie was 
unable t o be présent. The new imposing édifice ( F i g . 33), which had 
and 
the d e s i r e d q u a l i f i e s of space, l i g h t / easy c i r c u l a t i o n , was designed 
by Messrs. Thornëly & Rooke, b u l l t by the l o c a l f i r m P e t h i c k L t d . , 
and was achieved f o r very l i t t l e more than t h e o r i g i n a l a l l o c a t i o n 
of E15,000. The b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t , f o r £11,726 was mo d i f i e d by the 
a d d i t i o n o f e x t r a work c o s t i n g another £582; the f u r n i s h i n g s and 
f i t t i n g s c o s t £1,904, and the grand t o t a l , i n c l u d i n g the a r c h i t e c t s ' 
fees, C l e r k o f Works, e t c . , came t o £15,627. Andrew Carnegie agreed 
t o pay the e x t r a £627 too.' (154) U n f o r t u n a t e l y no plans or photo-
graphs bave s u r v i v e d l o c a l l y or i n the Carnegie A r c h i v e s , and the 
l o c a l p r e s s accounts concentrated on what was s a i d a t the opening and 
who was t h e r e , r a t h e r than the f e a t u r e s o f the new b u i l d i n g . However, 
i t can be assumed t h a t t h e r e was not much différence i n the o r i g i n a l 
layout and t h a t which.existed i n 1939, w i t h a l a r g e Women's Magazine 
Room and main Newsroom on the l e f t and r i g h t o f t h e entrance, the 
M u l t a n d C h i l d r e n ' s L i b r a r y i n the c e n t r e , ( o f which the C h i l d r e n ' s 
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L i b r a r y c o n s i s t e d of one bookcase i n the d a r k e s t c o r n e r ) , and a 
Lecture Theatre. On the f i r s t f l o o r t h ere verethe Reference L i b r a r y , 
the Devon and Cornwall L i b r a r y , and the L i b r a r i a n ' s O f f i c e , In the 
basement was a l a r g e stack where newspaper f i l e s were stored (155). 
* * * 
Wright continued i n o f f i c e f o r f i v e more years i n which 
t o enjoy and e x p l o i t the new b u i l d i n g , but d i e d in b i s f o r t i e t h year 
of o f f i c e i n 1915. His hard work had not o n l y e s t a b l i s h e d the 
Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y but had developed and C o n s o l i d a t e d i t 
t o the extent t h a t t h i s L i b r a r y , d e s p i t e i t s handicap f o r most of 
the p e r i o d i n u n s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g s , achieved c o n s i d e r a b l e recog-
n i t i o n from the l i b r a r y p r o f e s s i o n f o r i t s good vrork. Plymouth 
was honoured by being the f i r s t provine l a i l o c a t i o n f o r the annual 
conference a f t e r the c a p i t a l c i t i e s and u n i v e r s i t y towns, 1885; 
and again i n 1901. W h i l s t theré were other l o c a i l i b r a r i e s t o v i s i t , 
t h e r e seems no doubt t h a t i t was the r e p u t a t i o n of the P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y (plus the a t t r a c t i v e sea and moorland surroundings) which was 
the main a t t r a c t i o n t e a d i s t a n t corner of England. 
The amalgamation of the Three Towns, i n which Devonport 
P u b l i c L i b r a r y came under Wright's c o n t r o l , the death of W.H.K. Wright, 
and the e f f e c t s of the 1914-18 War, d e a l t hard blows t o the standards 
of Service which had operated i n the pre-1914 p e r i o d , and i t was 
not u n t i l a f t e r the Second World War t h a t the l i b r a r y s e r v i c e began t o 
r e g a i n something of the r e p u t a t i o n i t had h e l d in the f i r s t p e r i o d 
o f i t s h i s t o r y under W. H. K. Wright. 
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F i g . 33 Plymouth C e n t r a l L i b r a r y . Camegie b u i l d i n g . 
(The o u t e r w a l l s remained standing when the i n t e r i o r and 
contents were destroyed i n 1941, and the post-War l i b r a r y 
has been r e b u i l t i n s i d e the o l d w a l l s ) . 
F i g . 34 Devonport C e n t r a l L i b r a r y . E x t e r i o r , and 
Lending L i b r a r y . 
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7.7 DEVONPORT FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The Mayor of Devonport had remarked at the opening o f the 
Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y i n 1876 t h a t t he success of the Plymouth 
L i b r a r y would encourage Devonport t o f o l l o w s u i t , and indeed t h i s 
proved t o be the case. People came from Devonport, Stoke and 
Morice Town t o use the Reference L i b r a r y and the Newsrooms at Plymouth 
f o r the m a j o r i t y were not e l i g i b l e t o become members o f the Lending 
L i b r a r y (156). I n t e r e s t at Devonport was almost c e r t a i n l y f u r t h e r 
s t i m u l a t e d by the imminent c o l l a p s e of the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e . In 
1880 a r e q u i s i t i o n signed by 240 r e s i d e n t s , burgesses and ratepayers 
caused the Devonport Borough C o u n c i l t o hold a meeting on 3 November 
1880 t o c o n s i d e r the adoption o f the A c t s (157). The Mayor, Mr. Graves, 
p r e s i d e d , and he claimed i n b i s i n t r o d u c t o r y speech» t o bave suggested 
the establishment of a p u b l i c l i b r a r y s e v e r a l months before the meeting, 
but as the mattar was one f o r the r a t e p a y e r s he had had t o wait f o r 
them t o take i t up. Having i n t h i s way made c l e a r h i s support i n 
p r i n c i p i e f o r the adoption of the A c t s , he ended h i s short speech by 
saying t h a t he d i d not want t o i n f l u e n c e the meeting.' 
The motion t o adopt the A c t s was proposed by Dr. Row, who 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t although the Act had been passed t w e n t y f i v e years ago, 
Devonport had not been one of the hasty ones and had waited t o see how 
o t h e r s f a red. The seconder took up t h i s p o i n t more s e r i o u s l y , p o i n t i n g 
t o the r a p i d municipaldevelopment which Devonport had had t o s u s t a i n i n 
t h e p r e v i o u s decades, but suggesting t h a t the next step i n t h i s 
programme was t o provide a p u b l i c l i b r a r y . N e i t h e r o f the proposers 
saw the i s s u e i n s o c i a l or moral terms, such as had been urged i n the 
e a r l y days of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s elsewhere; i n s t e a d i t was seen simply as 
a n a t u r a i development f o r which the circumstances were now ready - the 
l a t t e r i m p l i c a t i o n being the g e n e r a l p r o v i s i o n of elementary education 
i n the l a s t decade although t h i s was not s p e l l e d out t o the meeting. 
The Plymouth Borough L i b r a r i a n , Mr. Wright, then d e s c r i b e d the working 
o f the Plymouth L i b r a r y and Reading Room t o i l l u s t r a t e t h e k i n d of 
s e r v i c e they might expect from a p u b l i c l i b r a r y . 
I t i s c u r i o u s t h a t no r e f e r e n c e was made at the meeting as t o 
how i t was intended t h a t Devonport would overcome the problem of 
f i n d i n g accoramodation, the stumbling b l o c k t o so many l i b r a r i e s ; i t 
360. 
was e x p l a i n e d t h a t the f u l l penny r a t e i n Devonport would produce 
about £450 - E500, but no c o s t i n g o f the establishment and running 
of t h e l i b r a r y was reported i n the newspaper accounts. I t seems 
v e r y much as i f t h e r e had a l r e a d y been i n f o r m a i understandings reached 
behind t h e scenes t h a t there would be a take-over o f the Mechanics' 
In st i t u t i o n . 
There was l i t t l e o p p o s i t i o n t o the motion, and t h a t came 
mainly on f i n a n c i a l grounds. A Mr. Rundle opposed i t , because t he 
expenditure o f £500 p.a. r e q u i r e d s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n , although he 
was s a t i s f i e d from the ed u c a t i o n a l p o i n t o f view. He drew from the 
experience o f mechanics' i n s t i t u t e s ; t h e r e had been an o u t c r y f o r them, 
but once the y had been e s t a b l i s h e d they had been subverted by people 
o t h e r than t h e intended users; at Devonport, 99% o f the u s e r s were 
m i d d l e c l a s s , and from t h i s precedent he b e l i e v e d t h a t a f r e e l i b r a r y 
would t u r n out t o be f o r those who co u l d a f f o r d t o pay. He r e c e i v e d 
l i t t l e support. Several guestions were asked, not on p r i n c i p l e , but 
on d e t a i l , such as " W i l l the l a r g e s t r a t e p a y e r s be allowed t o bave the 
f i r s t p i c k o f the books of the Lending L i b r a r y ? " The motion was 
c a r r i e d by an overwhelming m a j o r i t y i n the r a t i o 20 : 1. 
The Borough C o u n c i l on 9 November 1880 d i r e c t e d the General 
PurposesCommittee t o consider and r e p o r t what steps should be taken{158). 
The General Purposes Committee i n t u r n delegated t h e matter t o a s p e c i a l 
sub-committee o f e i g h t , which i n c l u d e d the Mayor and two members who 
remained i n continued membership o f the Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y Committee 
f o r over twenty years, Messrs. Ryder and May. Almost immediately t h e 
Sub-Committee was o f f e r e d the b u i l d i n g , f i t t i n g s , l i b r a r y and museum 
of t h e Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n . P r o b a b l y t h i s had been a 
q u i e t l y understood arrangement r a t h e r than a remarkable c o i n c i d e n c e , but 
the Sub-Committee went through t h e o f f i c i a i motions and decided, a f t e r 
due c o n s i d e r a t i o n , t h a t the Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n b u i l d i n g 
was t h e best adapted f o r the purpose o f a p u b l i c l i b r a r y . The Town 
C l e r k was i n s t r u c t e d t o make an o f f e r of £2,500 i n s t e a d o f t h e £3,200 
a s k i n g p r i c e , and t h i s was accepted by the Trus t e e s of the Mechanics' 
I n s t i t u t i o n on 7 March 1881 (159). The freeholdrwas purchased i n • 
188 5 from the Lord of the Manor f o r £1,352 (160). How d i d t h e Borough 
C o u n c i l expect t o a f f o r d t h i s s c a l e of expenditure, when the maximum 
income the y c o u l d r a i s e from the r a t e s f o r the purpose was about £50O? 
I t a p p l i e d s u c c e s s f u l l y i n March 1881 t o t h e Treasury f o r permission 
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t o borrow up t o E3,C>CX) t o purchase the b u i l d i n g e t c . (161), and thereby 
in c u r r e d a b u i l d i n g debt which placed an annual d r a i n of about £200 
on the L i b r a r y ' s income u n t i l the debt was di s c h a r g e d i n 1899. I t 
seems u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e consequences on the l i b r a r y s e r v i c e were 
not r e a l i s e d , f o r the past few decades had shown l o c a l l y and elsewhere 
the need f o r stock t o be kept up t o date t o ma i n t a i n the i n t e r e s t o f 
readers, and t h e r e must bave been C o u n c i l members who r e a l i s e d t h a t 
t h i s would not prove p o s s i b l e on the budget which would be imposed on 
the L i b r a r y . One cannot h e l p suspecting t h a t a p o l i t i c a i urgency was 
p a r t l y behind t h e moves t o e s t a b i i s h t h e L i b r a r y , f o r l o c a i government 
r e o r g a n i s a t i o n was under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , l e a d i n g t o the 1888 Ac t , and 
the p o s s i b i l i t y o f amalgamating the Three Towns was an evident t h r e a t 
a n t i c i p a t e d by Devonport, which would t h e r e f o r e be anxious t o endorse 
i t s independence i n as many ways as p o s s i b l e , i n c l u d i n g assuming the 
powers o f a L i b r a r y A u t h o r i t y . Nothing o f t h i s appears on the s u r f a c e , 
and indeed i t would bave been i m p o l i t i c f o r i t t o be mentioned openly. 
The general view which was promoted i n the l o c a i press by the purchasers 
and t h e i r s u p p o r t e r s was t h a t they had ac q u i r e d a bargain which would 
place the i n h a b i t a n t s of Devonport at a much g r e a t e r advantage than 
those of Plymouth. T h i s w^ s p e l t out p a r t i c u l a r l y i n an account of the 
formai hand-over o f the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n on 4 June 1881 (162), In 
Plymouth, i t r e p o r t e d , the b u i l d i n g (the o l d G u i l d h a l l ) was i l l - a d a p t e d 
and i n c o n v e n i e n t , and the bookstock had t o be c o l l e c t e d and was even 
now, a f t e r f i v e years, o n l y about 15,000 volumes; Devonport had from 
the outset both a f u n c t i o n a l l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g and a nucleus o f l i b r a r y 
stock. I t had tc5 be organised, and f o r t h i s t h e experience and repu-
t a t i o n of t h e Plymouth L i b r a r i a n Mr. Wright would be v a l u a b l e , but 
what Devonport now needed was the s e r v i c e s o f "a thoroughly zealous 
and able l i b r a r i a n " who must "throw b i s heart i n t o the workV 
On 14 A p r i i 1881 the Borough C o u n c i l had r e s o l v e d t h a t the 
"Free L i b r a r y Committee" ( i . e . the s p e c i a l Sub-Committee o f the 
General Purposes Committee) should be a u t h o r i s e d as a Committee t o take 
steps t o complete t he purchase of the Mechanics* I n s t i t u t e and open i t 
at an e a r l y date. Tenders were submitted f o r the ad a p t a t i o n s , and 
the lowest tender o f £208 was accepted from Messrs. Patey & Sons.(163). 
The appointment o f a L i b r a r i a n a l so r e c e i v e d urgent a t t e n t i o n , but the 
Committee found t h a t the maximum s a l a r y they c o u l d o f f e r , a f t e r t a k i n g 
i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the debt charges and maintenance c o s t s , was the 
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comparatively low one o f £80; but i n a d d l t i o n t o t b e s a l a r y tbey 
o f f e r e d tbe L l b r a r i a n accommodatlon at the L i b r a r y , p l u s c o a l and gas 
f o r heatlng and l i g h t i n g . The post was a d v e r t i s e d i n those terms, 
f i f t y a p p l i c a t l o n s were r e c e l v e d , and Thomas L a k i n was appointed i n 
l a t e J u l y or e a r l y August (164). He was a former l i e u t e n a n t i n tbe 
Royal Marines, t b e son of a respected Devonport man (who had been a 
member of the f i r s t Devonport School Board i n 1870), and he was 
married t o tbe daughter o f a Devonport p a i n t e r and d e c o r a t o r . Perhaps 
b i s l o c a i connections p l a y e d some par t i n b i s appointment, f o r there 
seems t o be no evidence t h a t he had r e l e v a n t q u a l i f i c a t i o n s or experience 
f o r tbe post of Borough L l b r a r i a n and he was d e s t i n e d not t o be 
s u c c e s s f u l i n i t . In 1885 he committed s u i c i d e , and i t soon emerged 
t h a t he had r e c e n t l y been suspended from b i s d u t i e s by t b e Free L i b r a r y 
Committee, pending an i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o ( u n s p e c i f i e d ) matters t o be 
brought before t b e Town C o u n c i l ; on tbe morning of b i s Suspension h i s 
w i f e l e f t him. There had a p p a r e n t l y been a p r e v i o u s h i s t o r y of s u i c i d e 
t h r e a t s , and i t seems c l e a r t h a t f o r a long w h i l e before b i s death 
Lakin had been a w o r r i e d and unhappy man, unable t o f u n c t i o n as e f f i c -
i e n t l y as h i s d u t i e s r e q u i r e d , and c e r t a i n l y not t b e "zealous and able 
l l b r a r i a n " which had been s p e c i f i e d . A l l of t h a t , however, s t i l l l a y 
i n the future when, at t b e o f f i c i a i opening of the L i b r a r y on 6 February 
1882, much of the success o f the p r e p a r a t i o n s was a t t r i b u t e d t o W.H.K. 
Wright and Mr. L a k i n - named i n t h a t order, f o r Wright had a c t u a l l y 
planned the a d a p t a t i o n s and Organisation of t h e b u i l d i n g before Lakin's 
appointment. The b u i l d i n g had been compietely r e p a i r e d , renovated 
and redecorated before t b e L i b r a r y opened (165). The o l d l e c t u r e h a l l 
had become tbe Lending and Reference L i b r a r i e s , a s u i t e o f rooms on the 
ground f l o o r became tbe r e a d i n g rooms, tbe s m a l l h a l l was used f o r tbe 
c o n t i n u i n g Science and A r t Department c l a s s e s , and the g a l l e r y housed 
tbe museum c o l l e c t i o n . The Committee, w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e of tbe 
L l b r a r i a n , had weeded out t b e o l d and worn-out stock from tb e former 
Mechanics' L i b r a r y , and reduced i t t o about 8,000 volumes i n good c o n d i -
t i o n . These were s o r t e d and catalogued, and arranged on shelves at 
tbe east end of t b e h a l l ( F i g . 34 ). An i n d i c a t o r was provided, w i t h 
space f o r 10,000 volumes t o be recorded i n i t . An appeal f o r donations 
had r e c e l v e d s e v e r a l responses. On tbe day of tbe opening tbe L i b r a r y 
must indeed bave appeared impressive, and everyone was i n O p t i m i s t i c 
mood. The expense, a l t h o u g h heavy, was s a i d not t o be beyond tbe funds 
a v a i l a b l e , although i t was p u b l i c l y recognised t h a t tbe l i m i t e d revenue 
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would make i t impossible t o buy l a r g e numbers of new books. 
At the annual e l e c t i o n o f committees on 9 November 1881 
the Borough C o u n c i l e s t a b l i s h e d the membership of the Free P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y Committee as the Mayor e x - o f f i c i o and eight members o f the 
C o u n c i l , and delegated t o i t "power t o manage and conduct the business 
connected with the Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y " (166) The l a c k of p u b l i c 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n was c h a l l e n g e d a few months l a t e r by two members of 
the Committee, who proposed t h a t i t s membership should be enlarged and 
t h a t the e x t r a new members should not n e c e s s a r i l y be Covine i l members 
(167). The Council s p l i t on a v o t e 19 t o 17 against the p r o p o s a i , 
w i t h f o u r abstentions. Such a narrow defeat encouraged the supporters 
t o t r y again, and i n November 1882 the Coioncil extended the membership 
of t h e Committee t o the Mayor and twelve C o u n c i l members, and i n 
November 1884 added two burgesses from o u t s i d e the C o u n c i l (158). 
The e a r l y annual r e p o r t s of the Devonport Free L i b r a r y Com­
m i t t e e form a c o n t r a s t t o tbóse of Plymouth. They were b r i e f , 
not p u b l i s h e d or p r i n t e d , and c o n s i s t e d e x c l u s i v e l y of the Chairman's 
r e p o r t on behalf of the Committee, o f t e n w i t h l i t t l e s t a t i s t i c a l data. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s some i n d i c a t i o n s are provided of the g e n e r a l development 
of t h e L i b r a r y . The f i r s t year was considered .a " g r a t i f y i n g success" 
(169). The Newsroom, which was open 9 a.m. t o 10 p.m., was v e r y popular 
w i t h s e v e r a l hundred people v i s i t i n g i t d a i l y , and e x t r a newspapers and 
magazines would bave t o be s u p p l i e d . The La d i e s ' Room, t o o , was 
" l a r g e l y attended'.' The Lending and Reference Departments, which had 
opened f o r the i s s u e o f books on 13 February 1882, had recorded 
55,842 i s s u e s , averaging 266 per day. The number of r e g i s t e r e d borrowers 
was 2,150, who made i n t e n s i v e use of the 7,151 volumes of l e n d i n g stock; 
but i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t i n the second year o n l y 928, l e s s than 
h a l f o f these borrowers, renewed t h e i r t i c k e t s ; perhaps disenchantment 
w i t h the stock was a l r e a d y s e t t i n g i n . Only 545 new borrowers r e g i s t e r e d 
i n the second year, when the r e p o r t covers a f u l l year's running from 
1 November 1882 t o 31 October 1883. Although the i s s u e f i g u r e s rose t o 
72,510, the average d a i l y i s s u e had a c t u a l l y decreased t o 242.(170); but 
the stock had increased by over 1,400 volumes which probably helps t o 
e x p l a i n the increase o f i s s u e s i n the t h i r d year t o over 78,00O w i t h an 
improved d a i l y average o f 271 (171). From the beginning, however, 
books needed t o be r e p a i r e d , rebound or r e p l a c e d , d r a i n i n g money from 
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the l i t t l e bookfund a v a i l a b l e , and preventing much i n the way o f new 
purchases t o r e v i t a l i s e t h e stock. The Reference Department experienced 
the problem as much as t h e Lending L i b r a r y ; i t was not much used from 
the beginning because o f i t s meagre contents o f a few hundred volumes, 
d e s c r i b e d i n 1885 as being about seven hundred volumes (172). The 
Newsroom appearsto bave been the most app r e c i a t e d s e r v i c e , and i t s stock 
was increased i n 1883 t o the t o t a l o f 12 d a i l y papers, 18 weekly papers, 
and 19 magazines. In 1882 t h e Devonport and Stonebouse Medicai S o c i e t y 
t r a n s f e r r e d i t s l i b r a r y o f about 700 volumes t o the L i b r a r y where i t 
was k e i t " f o r the use of members of the profession'.' (173) In 1884 
the income was E600, o f which £135 was spent on books, p e r i o d i c a l s and 
newspapers, and £22 on b i n d i n g (174). In the same year Plymouth's 
income was £750 from t he r a t e s , and the expenditure on books, p e r i o d i c a l s 
and b i n d i n g was £227, which i n c l u d e d a p a r t i c u l a r l y low f i g u r e of £77 
on new books i n s t e a d of t h e us u a i £lOO or more. At t h i s p o i n t i n time, 
t h e r e f o r e , the f i n a n c i a l resources f o r the maintenance of t h e c e n t r a i 
l i b r a r i e s w i t h no branches were not d r a m a t i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t , but t h e r e 
was a great d i f f e r e n c e i n the usage s t a t i s t i c s and t r e n d s , i n which 
dynamic Plymouth was a success s t o r y and Devonport seemed a l r e a d y t o he 
l o s i n g i t s grasp. 
In June 188 5 the occurred the unfortunate death o f Thomas 
L a k i n , the f i r s t Borough L i b r a r i a n , and he was re p l a c e d i n J u l y by a 
former j o u r n a l i s t , C h a r l e s R. Rowe. Th i s was s h o r t l y before the v i s i t 
t o Plymouth by the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Annual Conference, and Rowe 
su p p l i e d some Information about the Devonport P u b l i c L i b r a r y t o John 
S h e l l y who was p r e p a r i n g t o present a paper on the l o c a i l i b r a r i e s . 
His paper remarks o f Devonport t h a t there was no catalogue and t h a t 
"the want of a catalogue must g r e a t l y hinder the u s e f u l n e s s of the 
library'.' (175) I t probably means t h a t there was no pub l i s h e d c a t a ­
logue, f o r presumably the I n d i c a t o r was s i m i l a r t o t h a t of Plymouth 
and was kept up-to-date, u n l e s s Mr. Lak i n ' s shortcomings a f f e c t e d i t . 
In i t s 1885-6 A n n u a ! Report the Committee expressed the view t h a t t h e 
Free L i b r a r y was doing good work i n the town. The 1,134 r e g i s t e r e d 
borrowers i n c l u d e d many young people, and t h e t o t a l i s s u e o f over 
56,000 represented an average o f over 50 per borrower or over 200 per 
day (which was a c t u a l l y a f u r t h e r d e c l i n e i n the average). There was 
i n c r e a s i n g use of the read i n g rooms, which was b r i n g i n g w i t h i t t he 
problem o f t h e f t and m u t i l a t i o n of papers, a g a i n s t which l e g a i a c t i o n 
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would be taken i f tbe offenderà were caugbt.(175) Tbree years l a t e r 
i t was repor t e d witb s a t i s f a c t l o n t h a t t b e r e was v e r y good behavlour 
i n the reading rooms due t o t h e v l g i l a n c e of the c a r e t a k e r , but t h a t 
most t h e f t s were now from t h e L a d i e s ' Room, due t o "though^essness'.'(177) 
I t appears t h a t t he keynote of the e a r l y y e a r s was steady 
r o u t i n e without any s p e c t a c u l a r developments, f o r how c o u l d much 
progress be made when t h e income remained at about E650 per anntmi and 
the b u i l d i n g debt had t o be p a i d o f f ? S t a t i s t i c s o f i s s u e s and borrowers 
were r e g u l a r l y put forward i n the annual r e p o r t s which were g e n e r a l l y 
short and xmremarkable. In 1889-90 i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t t he l o n g -
awaited Catalogue was being prepared f o r p u b l i c a t i o n (178) but the 
f o l l o w i n g year no catalogue had appeared and a drop i n borrowers was 
r e p o r t e d , from 1,008 t o 964 (179). When t h i s r e p o r t was read t o the 
C o u n c i l , some c o u n c i l l o r s began t o be openly c r i t i c a i of the L i b r a r y -
t h e work was not being c a r r i e d on so s u c c e s s f u l l y as i t might be, and 
they expressed the hope t h a t t h e next year's r e p o r t would be more 
s a t i s f a c t o r y (180). I t was not. Although i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t the 
Catalogue had been p u b l i s h e d , i t was a l s o reported t h a t t he number of 
borrowers had dropped f u r t h e r , t o 875, d e s p i t e the a d d i t i o n of a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e number of new books t o the by now b a d l y worn and l a r g e l y 
out of date stock, C r i t i c s on the C o u n c i l asked, Had the Committee 
thought of branch reading rooms? Many people waited i n the newsrooms 
t o read the few papers, and more copies were needed. People went t o 
Plymouth r a t h e r than Devonport. To a l i of which t h e Chairman r e p l i e d 
t h a t the Committee had no money f o r these t h i n g s - Plymouth had "tbree 
times" the amount of income a t Devonport's d i s p o s a i (Plymouth's income 
from the r a t e s was £1,100 o f which more than E400 was spent on books, 
p e r i o d i c a l s and b i n d i n g so the Chairman was r o u g h l y a c c u r a t e i n h i s 
e s t i m a t e ) . I t seems t h a t t he i n i t i a l r e j o i c i n g a t Devonport's c l e v e r -
ness i n o b t a i n i n g a ready-made l i b r a r y was now g i v i n g way t o depression 
over the problems i t had generated. C o u n c i l members commented on 
the 1892-3 Report t h a t the C o u n c i l "could not shut t h e i r eyes t o the 
f a c t t h a t at present the l i b r a r y was not so popular", and urged the 
d e s i r a b i l i t y of a continuous supply of new l i t e r a t u r e . The Committee, 
r e t o r t e d one of i t s members, would be q u i t e prepared t o make such 
p r o v i s i o n when the funds were forthcoming.' (181) The average d a i l y 
i s s u e of books had now dropped below 150, although the number of 
r e g i s t e r e d borrowers had o n l y dropped by one, t o 875. 
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Although the l a c k of adequate resources was a c l e a r o b s t a c l e 
t o any r e a l improvement In the L i b r a r y ' s stock, i t does seem p o s s i b l e 
t h a t a c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r t o t h e l a c k of success and d e t e r i o r a t i n g use 
might bave been a d e f i c i e n c y i n the management and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 
the L i b r a r y . There was l i t t l e p u b l i c représentation on the L i b r a r y 
Committee, which even i n 1899 s t i l i o n l y had two non-Council members, 
and both were clergymen so t h a t the l a y ratepayer and'readers were not 
represented f o r t h e i r views t o be expressed i n o f f i c i a i channels. The 
Committee, t o o , does not appear t o bave been v e r y s u c c e s s f u l i n i t s 
c h o i c e of e a r l y l i b r a r i a n s . Although no spécifie d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 
appears t o bave been expressed p u b l i c l y w i t h Mr. Rowe. 's s e r v i c e s as 
L i b r a r i a n , the marked c o n t r a s t i n g warmth of Committee approvai f o r b i s 
successor l e a d s one t o suspect t h a t perhaps b i s a t t i t u d e or a b i l i t y 
were not meeting the standard r e q u i r e d by the Committee. He l e f t i n 
1892 and was r e p l a c e d i n December of t h a t year by F r e d e r i c k W i l l i a m 
Hunt, who nursed the L i b r a r y through a p e r i o d of u s e f u l expansion 
and h e l d the post u n t i l b i s death i n 1905. L i t t l e i s known about him, 
except t h a t he was born i n Poole i n 1854, was on the composing s t a f f o f 
a Plymouth newspaper , and had compiled MATE's Guide t o Devonport and 
Plymouth before being appointed'Borough L i b r a r i a n . (182). He appears 
t o bave thrown hims e l f wholeheartedly i n t o b i s work, and was a s s i s t e d 
ànd encouraged by the f a c t t h a t the annual payments on the o r i g i n a l 
l i b r a r y debt were due t o be completed by 190O. I t was probably f o r 
t h a t reason t h a t the Committee gave permission f o r the f i r s t step i n 
p o p u l a r i s i n g and expanding the L i b r a r y , w i t h the opening of Ford Branch 
Lending L i b r a r y ón 28 August 1893 (183). I t was l o c a t e d i n one of the 
rooms at the Boys' School by permission of the Devonport School Board, 
and was considered a great success, w i t h an average of 65 i s s u e s per 
opening. T h i s event a p p a r e n t l y helped t o i n c r e a s e the r e g i s t e r e d 
borrowers t o 1,171, an i n c r e a s e of n e a r l y 300; 400 new books were added 
t o the g e n e r a l stock, and 600 were rebound. The annual r e p o r t which 
conta i n e d 'Hunt's f i r s t year o f work was r e c e i v e d much more h a p p i l y by 
t h e C o u n c i l , and i n the d i s c u s s i o n two of the L i b r a r y Committee members 
who had served on t h a t Committee from 1880 made comments which seem 
p o i n t e d l y t o imply c r i t i c i s m o f the former L i b r a r i a n as w e l l as p o s i t i v e 
approvai of the new one. Mr. Ryder "spoke i n v e r y warm terms of the 
l i b r a r i a n — " and Mr. May "spoke of the e f f i c i e n c y o f the l i b r a r i a n , 
and s a i d they were f o r t u n a t e i n having such a man'.' (184) 
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The L i b r a r y maintained i t s steady improvement over t h e next 
couple of y e a r s , and the Coiranittee began t o devote some a t t e n t i o n t o 
developing the museum aspect of t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . The items 
which had belonged t o the former Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e had been placed 
i n t h e g a l l e r y where they were r a r e l y v i s i t e d . The c o l l e c t i o n of 
m i n e r a i s which had been given t o Devonport by the l a t e S i r John S t . 
Aubyn, Lord of the Manor, had been t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g 
i n 1883. In 1896 the Devonport School of A r t moved from the ground 
f l o o r h a l l of the L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g t o the new T e c h n i c a l Schools, and 
t h e i r former room was prepared f o r -a museum, which opened 18 May 1896. 
The n a t u r a i b i s t o r y c o l l e c t i o n s were enlarged r a p i d l y , and i n 1898 
the South Kensington Museum loaned a c o l l e c t i o n o f s c i e n c e and a r t 
specimens which was changed a n n u a l l y . The growth o f the Museum was so 
r a p i d t h a t a l a r g a r room on the second f l o o r had t o be taken over i n 
1899. In t h e l a t t a r year too the Borough L i b r a r i a n was given the 
j o i n t t i t l e o f Curator of the Museum, and an e x t r a boy was added t o 
the Library s t a f f t o supervise the Afuseum. I t appears t h a t t h e expense 
of the Museum was met from the L i b r a r y r a t e , but t h i s would bave been 
more than o f f s e t by the money r e l e a s e d through the e l i m i n a t i o n o f the 
long standing b u i l d i n g loan charges. 
In t h e L i b r a r y f r e s h energy and ideas seem t o be developing. 
A programme of stock expansion began w i t h annual i n s t e a d of o c c a s i o n a i 
p i r c h a s e s of new books; 400 i n 1893-4, 480 1894-5, and over 600 i n 1895-6. 
Some of t h e s e a d d i t i o n s were donations, and one of t h e f o r m e r l y c r i t i c a i 
c o u n c i l l o r s conténded again i n 1895 t h a t the numbers of new books being 
added were i n s u f f i c i e n t . The c o n t r a s t w i t h adjacent Plymouth must 
bave appeared c o n s i d e r a b l e , f o r Plymouth's net annual stock i n c r e a s e 
s i n c e i t s establishment was an average of about 2,000 volumes, w h i l e 
Devonport's was l e s s than 300. Even these few volumes must o f t e n bave 
contained m a t e r i a l of comparatively l i t t l e i n t e r e s t t o the g e n e r a l reader, 
f o r example donations i n 1895-6 which i n c l u d e d 88 volumes of Patent 
O f f i c e p u b l i c a t i o n s and eleven volumes of the International Congress 
of Hygiene and Demography.' The same year's Annual Report c o n t a i n s 
a breakdown of the stock showing i t s o r g a n i s a t i o n and main sub j e c t 
h o l d i n g s as i n Table 31. The p a r a l l e l of the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n w i t h 
the Plymouth o r g a n i s a t i o n of stock i s obvious, and almost c e r t a i n l y 
r e f l e c t s t he advice of W.H.K. Wright when he was i n v o l v e d i n t h e i n i t i a l 
p l a n n i n g stage i n 1881. The percentage a n a l y s i s o f stock shows no 
remarkable f e a t u r e s . U n f o r t i u i a t e l y no s t a t i s t i c s bave survived t o 
sbow t b e i n t e n s i t y o f use of tbe d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s ; altbougb Devonport 
i s reputed t o bave bad a low f i c t i o n i s s u e (185) t h e reason does not 
n e c e s s a r i l y I l e i n the p a u c i t y of i t s stock. U n f o r t u n a t e l y the 1892 
Catalogne does not appear t o bave s u r v i v e d , so the g e n e r a l q u a l i t y 
of the stock cannot be examined e i t h e r . 
Table 31 . Devonport Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y s t o c k 1895--6 
C l a s s Sub j ect Volumes % 
A Theology, philosophy 290 2.3 
B Biography l,lOO 8.5 
C H i s t o r y and t r a v e l 2,023 15.8 
D Law and l o g i e 323 2.5 
E Science 1,179 9.2 
F P o e t r y and drama 436 3.4 
G F i c t ion 2,727 21.3 
H Mi se e l 1 an eou s 562 4.4 
I Magazines 1,517 11.8 
J J u v e n i l e 94 O 7.3 
K Re ferenee 1,738 13.5 
12,885 loo.o 
Despite t h e attempts t o improve the l e n d i n g stock and s e r v i c e s , the 
most h e a v i l y used l i b r a r y s e r v i c e continued t o be the newsrooms 
and r e a d i n g rooms, which i n 1896-7 a t t r a e t e d an estimated 117,000 
v i s i t s , w h i l e about 50,000 v i s i t s were made t o t h e Lending L i b r a r y 
and under 20,000 t o the small Reference L i b r a r y (186). A s e r i e s of 
steady improvements began t o emerge. In 1895-7 t h e i n t e r i o r was 
redecorated so t h a t a b a t t e r environment was p r o v i d e d ; i n 1897-8 the 
e x t e r i o r was renovated. Two e x t r a b l o c k s o f bookeases were ordered 
f o r the Lending L i b r a r y i n a n t i c i p a t i o n of stock i n c r e a s e s . Then 
came the e a g e r l y awaited e x t i n c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g debt and the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y o f about £200 f o r improvement and expansion purposes. 
A b r i e f glimpse of the L i b r a r y before the expansion programme i s 
given i n Greenwood's L i b r a r y year hook 1897, quoted o v e r l e a f . The 
opening hours were long - the Lending L i b r a r y and Reference L i b r a r y 
were open f o r s i x t y s i x hours per week, and t h e newsrooms f o r seventy 
eight hours per week, but t h i s was normal f o r the p e r i o d . The 
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question of Sunday opening was mentioned i n the C o u n c i l ' s d i s c u s s i o n 
o f the 1895-6 Report (187) but does not seem t o bave been f u r t h e r 
considered. A c c o r d i n g t o Greenwood, the L i b r a r y i n 1897 was 
summarised as f o l l o w s : 
"DEVONPORT, Bas one branch. C o n t a i n s 13,300 v o l s . , of 
which 12,000 are f o r l e n d i n g , 1,000 f o r référence, and 
300 a r e i n the branch. Borrowers, 1,200. S t a f f , 4: 
l i b r a r i a n , 2 a s s i s t a n t s , 1 caretalcer. Books loaned f o r 7 
and l O days. P r i n t e d catalogue i n d i c t i o n a r y form. 
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n , numerical i n main c l a s s e s . Charging 
f o r l e n d i n g , i n d i c a t o r ; référence, a p p l i c a t i o n forms. ..." 
The e x t e n s i o n of s e r v i c e which was c o n s i d e r e d by the Committee 
t o be most urgent was a branch l i b r a r y at t h e growing community of 
St. Budeaux which was about t o be brought i n t o t h e Borough's new 
boundaries. The meeting at which i t was annovmced t h a t the debt was 
e x t i n g u i s h e d was a l s o the meeting t o take a c t i o n on the extension. 
A s p e c i a l sub-committee was appointed t o c o n s i d e r the p r o v i s i o n of a 
branch r e a d i n g room and l i b r a r y at St. Budeaux, and i t l o s t no time; 
i t was appointed on 14 December 1898 (188) and the new branch opened 
on 10 February 1899 (189), I t was c e n t r a l l y s i t u a t e d near the 
r a i l w a y s t a t i o n , and contained both l i b r a r y and reading room f a c i l i t i e s . 
Moreover, Devonport was at l a s t able t o boast a l i b r a r y " f i r s t " , f o r 
i t claimed t h a t St. Budeaux was the o n l y branch connected w i t h any 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y i n Devon and Cornwall which was a c c e s s i b l e d u r i n g the 
whole day (although t h i s c l a i m seems t o bave r e l a t e d t o the reading 
room and not the l e n d i n g s e r v i c e ) . The i n c r e a s e d d u t i e s imposed by 
the new branch and the Muséum made i t necessary f o r the establishment 
t o be increased by one boy a s s i s t a n t ; the A s s i s t a n t was promoted t o 
C h i e f A s s i s t a n t at £1 per week, and the Second A s s i s t a n t Mr. W. D. R u t t a r 
who e v e n t u a l l y succeeded the L i b r a r i a n , became A s s i s t a n t . 
St. Budeaux Branch had been a p a r t i c u l a r l y urgent case f o r 
p o l i t i c a i reasons, as i t s p r o v i s i o n had been one of the c o n d i t i o n s 
contained i n the P r o v i s i o n a i Order f o r amalgamation (190). I t was 
f o l l o w e d by strong pressure t o open branches i n t h e o l d e r r e s i d e n t i a l 
d i s t r i c t s of Morice Town, St u a r t Road, and Stoke, and the L i b r a r y 
Committee approached the School Board t o request t h a t i t should make 
schoolrooms and bookcases a v a i l a b l e f o r l i b r a r y purposes. The School 
Board agreed, and i n the second week of March 1900 evening branches 
were opened a t S t u a r t Road Board School (191) and at Morice Town 
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Board School (192) w i t h Stocks of 250 eind 300 volumes r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
The l i b r a r i e s were open two evenlngs per week, and t h e t i n y Stocks 
were t o be increased as the demand arose, and changed every s i x months. 
The B r i t i s h library year hook 1900-1901 showed t h a t the S i t u a t i o n had 
changed c o n s i d e r a b l y f o r the b e t t e r s i n c e 1897, f o r Devonport now had 
4 brauch l i b r a r i e s , 15,000 volumes of stock, and 7 s t a f f ; the l a t t a r 
c o n s i s t e d of: 1 l i b r a r i a n E150 p.m., 1 s u b l i b r a r i a n £52 p.a., 1 s e n i o r 
a s s i s t a n t £31 p.a., 2 j u n i o r a s s i s t a n t s £18 p.a., and 2 c a r e t a k e r s and 
attendants. The number of borrowers, however, had remained at 1,200. 
Branch l i b r a r y establishment continued w i t h the opening of 
a branch l e n d i n g l i b r a r y and newsroom at Pennycross, where the i n f a n t s ' 
classroom at M o n t p e l l i e r School was made a v a i l a b l e n i g h t l y Mondays t o 
Saturdays 6.30 - 9.30 p.m. Hunt observed on t h i s o c c a s i o n t h a t Devonport 
now (1902) had a complete network of branches around the borough (193). 
U n l i k e Plymouth, however, the Devonport branches v a r i e d i n t h e i r hours 
and Services, as the f o l l o w i n g d e t a i l s from the 1903-4 Annua! report 
makes c l e a r : 
Branch l e n d i n g l i b r a r i e s 
Ford Board School 
Moriee Town Board School 
S t u a r t Rd. Board School 
St. Budeaux 
Branch reading rooms 
St. Budeaux 
S t u a r t Rd., Ford and 
Pennycross 
Tues. & Thürs. 7.30 - 8.45 p.m. 
Mon. & Thürs. 6.30 - 7.30 p.m. 
Mon.,& Thürs. 8 - 9 p.m. 
Mon. 2-4, 6.30 - 8.30 p.m. 
F r i d a y s , 2-4, 6.30 - 8.30 p.m. 
d a i l y 9.30 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
d a i l y 6 - 9.30 p.m. 
Although the Devonport School Board was c o o p e r a t i n g by p r o v i d i n g 
accommodation and bookcases f o r the branch l e n d i n g l i b r a r i e s , the 
t i n y c o l l e c t I o n s o f 2 50 - 300 volumes were f o r the g e n e r a l reading 
p u b l i c and not f o r s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . The next improvement Hunt wished 
t o see was the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f school l i b r a r i e s . 
The f i r s t r e f e r e n c e t o school l i b r a r i e s i n connection w i t h 
Devonport seems t o be as the r e s u l t o f the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Annual 
Conference at Leeds i n 1903. Leeds was, together w i t h Plymouth, the 
p i o n e e r i n g a u t h o r i t y i n t h i s f i e l d and the sub j e c t o f school l i b r a r i e s 
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r e c e i v e d some a t t e n t i o n . Hunt attended the conférence, and re p o r t e d 
back t o b i s Commlttee t b a t : 
"Scbool l i b r a r i e s a l r e a d y e x i s t i n many tovms, I n c l u d i n g 
C a r d i f f , Swansea, and Plymouth. I s h a l l be prepared 
t o submit a seberne f o r the Devonport schools whenever 
auth o r i s e d t o do soV (194) 
I t I s a c u r i o u s f a c t t h a t In the same r e p o r t Hunt r e f e r s t o an 
experiment whlch he bas a l r e a d y c a r r l e d out from June 1903 t o 
February 1904, and I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o see how t h i s eould bave been 
c a r r l e d out wlthout at l e a s t t h e knowledge and t a c i t approvai o f 
the Commlttee, d e s p l t e t h e i r apparent l a t e r Ignorance of i t . 
The experiment was d e s c r i b e d as f o l l o w s : 
'Scholars of the V i c t o r i a Read C o u n c i l School t o the 
number of 80 bave become borrowers. The head master 
(Mr. Edgar Phipps) undertook t o take charge of the i s s u e 
of books. T h i s school branch i s extremely popular 
among the g i r i s and boys. In e i g h t months, from June 
1903 t o February 1904, 1,114 volumes of books were read by 
these School borrowers. Mr. Norman Phipps (one of t h e 
Masters) undertook t h e duty of School L i b r a r i a n , 
and t o him g r e a t c r e d i t i s due f o r i n t e r e s t i n g t h e P u p i l s 
i n t h e L i b r a r y . The head master r e p o r t s t h a t the e f f e c t 
of the reading i s d i s t i n c t l y d i s c e r n i b l e i n an 
improved knowledge o f geography, b i s t o r y and biography, 
as w e l l as of the E n g l i s h language'.' (195) 
In September 1903 Hunt attended the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Conférence at 
Leeds, i n February 1904 he o f f e r e d t o submit a scheme, and on 
15 Junel904 the Commlttee a c t u a l l y requested him t o prepare a r e p o r t 
on t h e formation of school l i b r a r i e s . H i s r e p o r t was a l e n g t h y one 
and came before the Commlttee on 20 J u l y 1904. U n f o r t u n a t e l y o n l y an 
a b s t r a c t s u r v i v e s . Hunt had r e p o r t e d t h a t the headmasters o f the 
elementary sehools were w i l l i n g t o take charge o f t h e l i b r a r i e s , and 
the Inspecter of Education f o r the area was d e l i g h t e d w i t h the proposai 
and assured him that t h e Board o f Education would c e r t a i n l y approva. 
The L i b r a r y Commlttee approved t h e scheme, and the L i b r a r i a n ' s Report 
on school l i b r a r i e s was forwarded t o the l o c a i Education A u t h o r i t y 
(Devonport) f o r i t s considération and approvai. At t h i s stage t h i n g s 
appear t o bave gene wrong, f o r t he L i b r a r y Commlttee minute i s marked 
i n t h e margin "Referred back by T.C. 11/8/04'.' No r e f e r e n c e bas been 
found i n e i t h e r the L i b r a r y Commlttee or Education Commlttee minutes, 
and i t must be coneluded t h a t t h e proposai came t o an abrupt end. 
Although no reason was i n d i c a t e d f o r the r e f e r r a i back, i t seems very 
l i k e l y t h a t i t was because o f t h e i n c r e a s i n g coneern i n the Borough 
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at t h e e s c a l a t i o n i n the r a t e s , of which Education was a major cause 
i n view of the Borough's r e c e n t l y a c q u i r e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under the 
1902 Education Act. Perhaps t h e r e was an u n w i l l i n g n e s s t o proceed 
not o n l y on f i n a n c i a l groionds, but a l s o the p r a c t i c a l d i f f i c u l t y of 
a r r a n g i n g a new Service f o r s c h o o l s when the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n of t h e 
s chools themselves was as yet undetermined. 
I t appears t h a t f o r a p e r i o d around 190O the C o u n c i l had 
r e s c i n d e d or i n some way changed the terms of r e f e r e n c e o f the L i b r a r y 
Committee, f o r i n November 1903 the L i b r a r i a n was able t o r e p o r t t h a t 
t h e C o u n c i l ' s Standing Order, had been r e v i s e d , and t h a t the powers 
c o n f e r r e d by the P u b l i c L i b r a r y A c t s had been r e s t o r e d t o the Committee. 
The terms of r e f e r e n c e of t h e Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y Committee were 
s p e c i f i e d as being: 
"To c a r r y out w i t h i n the Borough the powers and P r o v i s i o n s 
of the 'Public L i b r a r i e s A c t s , 1892 t o 1901', and the 
' L i b r a r i e s Offences Ac t , 1898', t o keep i n r e p a i r , i n s u r e 
and P r o t e c t the L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g s and Reading Roomsi t o 
purchase from time t o time books, manuscripts, documents, 
newspapers, maps, and specimens of a r t and s c i e n c e f o r the 
use of the L i b r a r y , and cause the same t o be r e p a i r e d 
when necessary. 
To pass Accounts r e l a t i n g t o the L i b r a r y or Reading Rooms . 
To appoint s a l a r i e d o f f i c e r s and servants and d i s m i s s the 
same. 
TO make r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s f o r the s a f e t y and use of 
the L i b r a r y and t h e s a i d Reading Rooms, and f o r the 
admission of the public'.' (197) 
The Committee f o r 1903-4 set up what appears t o have been a customary 
p a t t e r n of regulär sub-committees - Finance, B u i l d i n g s , Book s e l e c t i o n , 
Museum, Evening Branches, - and a s p e c i a l St. Budeaux B u i l d i n g Sub-
Committee. The heavy Coioncil r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on the L i b r a r y Committee 
co n t i n u e d , w i t h the C o u n c i l : non-Council membership being 15 : 3 i n 
1900-01, and worsening t o 18 : 3 by 1907-8. 
On 9 November 1904 the L i b r a r i a n became i l l and began a long 
absence from work. The C h i e f A s s i s t a n t , W. D. R u t t e r , who had been 
employed i n the L i b r a r y f o r t e n y e a r s , deputised f o r the L i b r a r i a n at 
t h e Committee meeting i n March 1905 when the estimates were considered. 
On 19 A p r i l 1905 Hunt a p p l i e d f o r two more months on füll pay, but the 
Committee, although c l e a r l y sympathetic, f e i t unable t o o f f e r more than 
h a l f pay t o the end of May, when a f u r t h e r month was agreed. The 
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s e r i o u s n e s s of Hunt's i l l n e s s was evident f o r i n June he a p p l i e d f o r 
s i x months* s i c k leave wlthout pay; the Committee agreed one month, 
but before t h a t was ended, Hunt had d i e d , f o l l o w i n g Operations i n 
Plymouth and London h o s p i t a l s ' f o r tumour on the s p i n e (198). R u t t e r 
had continued t o undertake e x t r a d u t i e s d u r i n g t h e L i b r a r i a n ' s i l l n e s s , 
and was appointed L i b r a r i a n and C u r a t o r w i t h e f f e c t from 1 August 1905 
at a s a l a r y o f £100 p.a. ( l e s s than h a l f o f Wright's s a l a r y a t Plymouth). 
The incomplete r e p o r t s and minutes r e l a t i n g t o 1905 - 1914 do 
now show any dramatic developments, but r a t h e r some c o n s o l i d a t i o n 
u n t i l t h e f a c t of amalgamation loomed l a r g a and t h e L i b r a r y was l e f t 
s i m p l y t o t i c k over f o r the time being. The C e n t r a l L i b r a r y gained 
the b e n e f i t o f e l e c t r i c l i g h t from 1905 and a telephone from 1908. 
Stock continued t o grow s l o w l y , r e a c h i n g over 17,000 l e n d i n g and 
6,000 r e f e r e n c e volumes by 1911 (199). The i s s u e s ranged from 
80,000 - 100,000 per annum, and no t e c h n i c a l changes seem t o have 
been made i n l i b r a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . A s e r i e s o f c l a s s c a t a l o g u e s 
began t o be p u b l i s h e d i n 1906; C l a s s A Theology was the f i r s t , w i t h 
C l a s s B Biography i n 1907, C l a s s G F i c t i o n i n 1908 (at 3d. per copy), 
and C l a s s C H i s t o r y , t r a v e l and adventure i n 1909. In 1910 another 
C l a s s G F i c t i o n catalogue was p r i n t e d , but no f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e s then 
occur t o these l i s t s and no c o p i e s have been found, so p o s s i b l y t h e i r 
p u b i i c a t i o n had been suspended - t h i s would seem l i k e l y i n view of the 
expenditure being i n c u r r e d on the extended branch l i b r a r i e s and 
r e a d i n g rooms. Some inexpensive s e r v i c e improvements and e x t e n s i o n s 
were introduced. In 1906 students* t i c k e t s began t o be i s s u e d , on 
which each borrower over 16 years o l d was allowed t o borrow a s c i e n c e 
work i n a d d i t i o n t o a f i c t i o n hook. L e c t u r e s e r i e s were h e l d , and a 
l a n t e r n was purchased i n 1905 t o enable them t o be i l l u s t r a t e d . 
D e s p l t e the f a i l u r e t o e s t a b l i s h a school l i b r a r y system, a request by 
the headmaster of Devonport High School was granted i n 1908 f o r the 
l o a n of magazines and reviews, and i n 1909 the same p r i v i l e g e was 
extended t o the T e c h n i c a l Sehools. In 1912 n o t i c e t o q u i t was given 
t o a b u i l d i n g s o c i e t y which had r e n t e d a room i n t h e L i b r a r y , and the 
space was used t o extend the L a d i e s Reading Room. 
The most n o t a b l e f e a t u r e seems t o have been the f l u c t u a t i n g 
Situation of the branch l i b r a r i e s and reading rooms, which had t o be 
monitored c a r e f u l l y because of t h e i r expense. The L i b r a r y Committee 
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m i n u t e s f o r t h e y e a r s 1 9 0 4 - 1 9 1 4 c o n t a i n m a n y r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e s e 
s e r v i c e s . T h e b r a n c h r e a d i n g r o o m s a t F o r d a n d P e n n y c r o s s w e r e c l o s e d 
f r o m 1 J u n e - 1 O c t o b e r 1 9 0 4 , b e i n g r e o p e n e d f o r t h e w i n t e r a t t h e 
r e q u e s t o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s . T h e f o l l o w i n g A p r i l , 1 9 0 5 , a r e p o r t s h o w e d 
t h a t t h e c o s t w a s c o n s i d é r a b l e a n d t h e w e e k l y r e t u r n s s h o w e d s m a l l 
u s a g e - o n l y a n . a v e r a g e i s s u e o f t h r e e b o o k s p e r n i g h t a t F o r d . 
T h e y w e r e c l o s e d a g a i n f r o m M a y - O c t o b e r 1 9 0 5 . S t . B u d e a u x b r a n c h 
w a s a b r i g h t e r s i t u a t i o n , w i t h i n c r e a s e d u s e r e p o r t e d S e p t e m b e r 1 9 0 5 , 
w h e n b o o k s w e r e b e i n g i s s u e d e v e r y d a y , e x c e p t W e d n e s d a y s , f r o m 2 . 3 0 -
4 . 3 0 , 6 . 3 0 - 8 . 3 0 p . m . T h e P e n n y c r o s s r e a d i n g r o o m f a i l e d t o a t t r a c t 
m o r e u s e r s , a n d i n D e c e m b e r 1 9 0 5 i t w a s r e s o l v e d t h a t " h a v i n g r e g a r d t o 
t h e l i t t l e u s e m a d e o f t h e r e a d i n g r o o m a t P e n n y c r o s s t h e s a m e b e c l o s e d " 
I n J a n u a r y 1 9 0 6 i t w a s r e s o l v e d t o r e m o v e t h e f u r n i t u r e f r o m t h e 
F o r d r e a d i n g r o o m a t C a m b r i d g e R o a d ; t h i s w a s p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e o f s o m e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o b l e m , f o r i n F e b r u a r y a s u b - c o m m i t t e e w a s a p p o i n t e d 
t o r e c o m m e n d a l o c a t i o n f o r a r e a d i n g r o o m a t F o r d , a n d a s a r e s u i t 
i t w a s r e o p e n e d a t 6 2 S t a t i o n R o a d o n 2 5 J u n e 1 9 0 6 , a t £ 2 4 p . a . r e n t . 
T h e r e a d i n g r o o m s h a d t o b e i n p r i v a t e a c c o m m o d a t i o n b e c a u s e o f t h e h o u r s 
o f a c c e s s a n d t h i s s e e m e d m o r e s u c c e s s f u l t h a n t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s o f t h e 
B o a r d S c h o o l a c c o m m o d a t i o n . A t F o r d t h e n e w r e a d i n g r o o m w a s 
s u c c e s s f u l i m m e d i a t è l y a n d i n O c t o b e r t h e s a m e y e a r a n a d d i t i o n a l r o o m 
w a s o p e n e d e v e r y d a y e x c e p t T u e s d a y s a n d T h u r s d a y s w h e n i t w a s 
r e q u i r e d f o r t h e i s s u i n g o f b o o k s . T h e S t . B u d e a u x r o o m s a t 9 M o r r i s 
P a r k T e r r a c e p r o v e d i n a d é q u a t e , a n d i n M a y 1 9 0 6 s o m e r o o m s a t 1 0 Y e o m a n s 
T e r r a c e w e r e l e a s e d a t £ 2 0 p . a . I n 1 9 0 7 t h e S t o k e b r a n c h l i b r a r y w a s 
m o v e d f r o m t h e B ô a r d S c h o o l t o r o o m s a t 3 3 W i l t o n S t . , p r o b a b l y f o r 
t h e s i m p l e r e a s o n t h a t s i n c e t h e 1 9 0 2 Education P.ct t h e s c h o o l s w e r e 
n e e d e d f o r m o r e e v e n i n g a c t i v i t i e s a n d t h e r o o m s h a d b e c o m e l e s s a v a i l a b l e 
a n d l e s s s u i t a b l e f o r l i b r a r y u s e . T h e f o u r t h b r a n c h l i b r a r y w a s 
o p e n e d a t P e v e r e l l o n 2 J u n e 1 9 0 9 , a t 3 O n s l o w R d , a n d t h e h o u s e h o l d e r 
w a s a u t h o r i s e d t o i s s u e b o o k s f o r a w a g e o f 6 d . p e r h o u r ( 1 9 9 ) . T h e 
r e a d i n g r o o m w a s o p e n f r o m 9 a . m . t o 9 . 3 0 p . m . d a i l y , p r o b a b l y b y t h e 
s a m e h o u s e h o l d e r , a n d n e w s p a p e r s a n d m a g a z i n e s w e r e s u p p l i e d b y a 
n e a r b y n e w s a g e n t . W h e n t h e h o u s e h o l d e r s o l d t h e b o u s e i n 1 9 1 0 , t h e 
n e w o w n e r t o o k o v e r t h e d u t i e s o f b r a n c h a t t e n d a n t o n t h e s a m e t e r m s 
a s t h e p r é v i e n s o w n e r . A n o t h e r g r o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n c e n t r e i n n e e d o f 
a b r a n c h r e a d i n g r o o m w a s C a m e l s ' H e a d , w h e r e a r e a d i n g r o o m w a s o p e n e d 
a t Y o r k R d . i n 1 9 1 2 a n d a t e m p o r a r y a s s i s t a n t i s s u e d l i b r a r y b o o k s 
f r o m 7 - 9 p . m . o n T u e s d a y s , T h u r s d a y s a n d S a t u r d a y s . T h e L i b r a r y 
w a s g i v e n n o t i c e t o q u i t t h e F o r d p r e m i s e s , b u t m o v e d f r o m 6 2 S t a t i o n 
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Road t o the c o n v e n i e n t l y l o c a t e d number 77 i n t h e same Street. 
Many changes were t h e r e f o r e t a k i n g p l a c e i n the branch l i b r a r i e s and 
reading rooms i n the few years p r i e r t o 1914, but at the time of 
the amalgamation o f thé Three Towns the branch s i t u a t i o n was 
a p p a r e n t l y t h a t t h e r e was a l i b r a r y at Morice Town, and l i b r a r i e s 
and reading rooms at Stoke, Ford, P e v e r e l l , St. Budeaux and Camel's 
Head. 
V 
One of the r e c o r d s which sui^ives from t h i s p e r i o d of the 
l a s t few y e a r s of the Devonport P u b l i c L i b r a r y c o n t a i n s the l i s t 
o f occupations of borrowers f o r the year 1908-9 (200). I t analyses 
t h e 1,933 r e g i s t e r e d borrowers i n t o more than 120 catégories which 
a r e not always d i r e c t l y comparable w i t h the Plymouth r e c o r d s , but 
i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note the most numerous catégories which were, 
i n descending o r d e r : 370 s c h o l a r s , 260 housekeepers, 152 s h i p w r i g h t s , 
130 school t e a c h e r s , 125 f i t t e r s , 82 c l e r k s , 50 p u p i l t e a c h e r s , 
44 pensioners, 43 l a b o u r e r s , 3 5 boilermakers, 34 shop a s s i s t a n t s , 
29 engineers, 27 butchers, 24 a p p r e n t i c e s , 22 s a i l o r s and 20 s o l d i e r s . 
The remaining catégories were represented i n v e r y small numbers. The 
p r o f e s s i o n s were présent - 6 surgeons, 1 s o l i c i t o r , and 18 m i n i s t e r s . 
I t i s évident from thèse f i g u r e s that the m a j o r i t y of users were, as 
might be a n t i c i p a t e d , the Dockyard workers and t h e i r f a m i l l e s . 
As the time drew nearer t o the amalgamation i n 1914 t h e r e 
appears t o bave been an understandable r e l u c t a n c e by the L i b r a r y 
Committee t o commit i t s e l f t o anything new. For example, i n 1912 the 
question o f extending o r r e p l a c i n g the I n d i c a t o r was r e f e r r e d t o the 
B u i l d i n g Sub-Committee, but no recommendation appears t o bave been 
made. The minutes show o n l y b a s i c r o u t i n e as t h e d e a d l i n e came 
nearer, and on 14 October 1914 the L i b r a r y Committee met f o r the l a s t 
time. I t c l o s e d i t s t h i r t y t h r e e years' work w i t h votes of thanks a i l 
around, and h e n c e f o r t h Devonport P u b l i c L i b r a r y ceased t o e x i s t . I t 
was taken over by Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y under the l e a d e r s h i p of 
Wright, and the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y became Plymouth's l a r g e s t branch, of 
which W. D. R u t t a r remained the s i t e l i b r a r i a n . 
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C H A P T E R E I G H T . L I B R A R I E S I N E D U C A T I O N A N D T R A I N I N G 
M o s t o f t h e L i b r a r i e s i n t h e s c h o o l s , c x i l l e g e s a n d 
u n i v e r s i t i e s o f G r e a t B r i t a i n a r e o f t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y o r i g i n , o f t e n 
o f p o s t - 1 9 4 5 o r i g i n . T h e r e a r e o b v i o u s e x c e p t i o n s , s u c h a s t h e a n c i e n t 
u n i v e r s i t i e s o f O x f o r d a n d C a m b r i d g e , w i t h t h e i r c e n t r a l L i b r a r i e s a n d 
c o l l e g e l i b r a r i e s o f m e d i e v a l o r i g i n , a n d t h e legal d e p o s i t u n i v e r s i t y 
l i b r a r i e s o f S c o t l a n d ; b u t t h e m a i n e m p h a s i s i n any s t u d y o f a c a d e m i c 
l i b r a r y h i s t o r y n o r m a l l y f a l l s u p o n t h e m o s t r e c e n t d e c a d e s o f t h e 
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y , t h e p e r i o d d u r i n g w h i c h a t t e m p t s b a v e b e e n m a d e n o t 
o n l y t o p r o v i d e l i b r a r i e s i n s c h o o l s , c o l l a g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s , b u t 
a l s o t o p r o v i d e l i b r a r i e s o f a n a c c e p t a b l e Standard. T h e r e i s s o m e -
t i m e s a t e n d e n c y t o f o r g e t t h a t t h e s e v a l u a b l e m o d e r n l i b r a r i e s a r e 
t h e e n d p r o d u c t o f a c o n t i n u a i e v o l u t i o n o f a n i n c r e a s i n g l y f a v o u r a b l e 
c l i m a t e . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s c h a i n w ä r e s o m e e a r l y e f f o r t s t o 
p r o v i d e l i b r a r i e s i n s o m e f o r w a r d - t h i n k i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i l e t h e i r 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s took n o i n t e r e s t ; a n d b e h i n d t h e m , t h e r e w e r e t h o s e 
p e o p l e w h o h e l p e d t o c r e a t e a t e a c h i n g s y s t e m i n w h i c h b o o k b a s e d l e a r n -
ing was graduai l y i n t r o d u c e d t o r e p l a c e l e a r n i n g b y r o t « , e v e n t u a l l y i n 
turn providing a b a s i s f o r t h e s u p p o r t o f d i s c o v e r y l e a r n i n g w h i c h h a s 
b e e n an invaluable i n c e n t i v e to t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f l i b r a r i e s i n 
institutions e n g a g e d i n e d u c a t i o n a n d t r a i n i n g . A n y s t u d y o f t h e 
l i b r a r i e s o f schools a n d Colleges b e f o r e 1 9 1 4 i s l i k e l y t o r e v e a l a 
very p a t c h y Situation, a n d t h i s i s t r u e o f t h e T h r e e T o w n s . 
T h e f 9 l l o w i n g p a g e s d e s c r i b e a l o g i c a i p r o g r é s s i o n o f 
l i b r a r i e s , s t a r t i n g w i t h t h e p a r t - t i m e e l e m e n t a r y e d u c a t i o n a v a i l a b l e 
t h r o u g h S u n d a y S c h o o l s , - p r e - 1 8 7 0 p r i v a t e a n d p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n ; p o s t - l B 7 0 
e l e m e n t a r y a n d s e c o n d a r y e d u c a t i o n ; a n d p r o g r e s s i n g u p w a r d s t o t e c h n i c a l 
e d u c a t i o n . T h e R o y a l D o c k y a r d S c h o o l a n d t h e D e v o n p o r t T r a i n i n g S c h o o l 
f o r E n g i n e e r S t u d e n t s b a v e b e e n i n c l u d e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r b e c a u s e , 
a l t h o u g h t h e y w e r e A d m i r a l t y f o u n d a t i o n s , i n t h e i r e a r l y y e a r s t h e y 
h a d m u c h m o r e i n c o m m o n w i t h c i v i l i a n t e c h n i c a l e d u c a t i o n t h a n w i t h 
t h e R o y a l N a v y o r R o y a l M a r i n e s . T h e s c h o o l s o f t h e A r m e d S e r v i c e s , 
h o w e v e r , m a d e p r o v i s i o n f o r a d u l t s e r v i c e m e n a n d w e r e s o m e t i m e s 
l i n k e d w i t h S e r v i c e L i b r a r i e s ; c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e y b a v e b e e n i n c l u d e d 
i n t h e s p e c i a l c h a p t e r l O o n t h e l i b r a r i e s o f t h e A r m e d S e r v i c e s . 
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8.1 SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
some i s o l a t e d attempts were made t o form Sunday c l a s s e s f o r 
c h i l d r e n from the seventeenth-century onwards i n England, but i t was 
not u n t i l 1780 th a t t h e modem Sunday school movement r e a l l y began. I t 
was e s t a b l i s h e d i n G l o u c e s t e r by Robert R a i k e s , who s t a r t e d t o found 
Sunday schools s y s t e m a t i c a l l y i n connection w i t h i n d i v i d u a l congregations 
The idea was taken up i n London i n 1784, and the movement spread r a p i d l y . 
By 1789 t h e r e were over a q u a r t e r o f a m i l l i o n s c h o l a r s i n attendance, 
and i n 1803 the E n g l i s h Sunday School Union was e s t a b l i s h e d t o l i n k 
t h e schools and provide c o o p e r a t i v e s e r v i c e s . The aim o f t h e movement 
was t o i n s t r u c t c h i l d r e n i n the. p r i n c i p l e s of. r e l i g i o n , which i n v o l v e d 
them i n re a d i n g ; but i n order t o achieve t h i s aim i t was necessary a l s o 
t o t e a c h them t o read and t o pr o v i d e them w i t h l i t e r a t u r e so t h a t they 
c o u l d p r a c t i s e reading i n t h e i n t e r v a l s between t h e weekly c l a s s e s . Some 
rea d i n g matter was provided i n the form o f Testaments, Prayer Books and 
B i b l e s which were d i s t r i b u t e d as rewards f o r good attendance, and primers 
were used i n c l a s s . L i b r a r i e s were o f t e n e s t a b l i s h e d a l s o , although 
u s u a l l y they were very small c o l l e c t i o n s of simple l i t e r a t u r e of a 
r e l i g i o u s and general n a t u r e , s u p p l i e d f o r token payments by the Sunday 
School Union, the R e l i g i o u s T r a c t S o c i e t y , t h e S o c i e t y f o r t h e Promotion 
o f C h r i s t i a n Knowledge, e t c . T h i s e d u c a t i o n a l work o f t h e Sunday school 
was overtaken by the elementary education system i n t r o d u c e d i n the l a s t 
decades of the nin e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , and the need f o r l i b r a r i e s l a r g e l y 
vanished w i t h i t , p a r t i c u l a r l y as the p u b l i c l i b r a r y movement spread 
r a p i d l y i n response t o t h e i n c e n t i v e o f the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f education 
f o r a l l . 
The f i r s t Sunday school i n Plymouth was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1787(1) 
and t h e f i r s t one i n Devonport not u n t i l 1806 (2) , but the movement 
seems t o have f l o u r i s h e d more e x t e n s i v e l y i n Devonport a f t e r i t s l a t e 
s t a r t , f o r i n 1833 Devonport had t e n Sunday sch o o l s and 2,395 p u p i l s 
compared w i t h Plymouth's f i v e Sunday schools and 117 p u p i l s (3). At 
Plymouth, two of the Sunday sch o o l s had l i b r a r i e s a t t a c h e d (one a B a p t i s t 
school and one not s p e c i f i e d ) , w h i l e Devonport had seven l i b r a r i e s 
(one A n g l i c a n , three Wesleyan Methodist, and t h r e e o t h e r s ) . Stonehouse 
had f i v e Sunday schools and 386 p u p i l s , but no l i b r a r i e s were reported. 
The l a c k o f references t o l i b r a r i e s does not n e c e s s a r i l y mean t h a t 
l i b r a r i e s were not present i n Stonehouse, but as i t was then a matter o f 
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l o c a l p r l d e t o be a b l e t o respond p o s i t i v e l y t o such surveys, i t seems 
v e r y l i k e l y t h a t l i b r a r l e s would have been included had t h e y e x i s t e d . 
The Census of 1851 i n c l u d e d e d u c a t i o n a l r e t u r n s which show t h a t the .. 
number of Sunday schools at Plymouth had grown t o 29, w i t h a t o t a l o f 
over 4,500 p u p i l s , which was almost equal t o the number of c h i l d r e n at 
day school i n the borough. At Devonport t h e r e were 22 Sionday schools 
and over 3,600 p u p i l s . With t h e s e numbers of schools i n e x i s t e n c e i t 
i s not s u r p r i s i n g t o f i n d l o c a l Sunday school unions being formed -
Devonport & Stonehouse Sunday School Union i n 1850 and t h e Church Sunday 
School Union i n 1866 (4). Unfortvmately, the 1851 Census d i d not 
p r o v i d e any Information about t h e numbers and s i z e s o f t h e Sunday school 
l i b r a r i e s , ñor are t h e r e many r e f e r e n c e s i n l o c a l sources; but t h e r e 
a r e two s e t s of Sunday school a r c h i v e s from which some d e t a l l s of t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e schools and l i b r a r i e s emerge, and t h e s e are l i k e l y 
t o have been t y p i c a l of the o t h e r s . 
One of the e a r l i e s t Sunday schools and Svinday s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s 
i n t h e Three Towns was the NEW TABERNACLE SUNDAY SCHOOL, one o f the 
a n c e s t o r s o f the modern Sherwell Congregational Church. I t was 
e s t a b l i s h e d on 17 May 1813 (5) and immediately set about o b t a i n i n g 
s u i t a b l e mataríais f o r t e a c h i n g c h i l d r e n t o read. The money was 
p r o v i d e d by the s u b s c r i b e r s who c o n t r i b u t e d a minimum of 4d. per month, 
and who were thereby e n t i t l e d t o recommend c h i l d r e n t o be admitted t o 
r e c e i v e t h e f r e e t u i t i o n , which ranged from the alphabet c l a s s t o 
t h e B i b l e C l a s s (6). The f i r s t books which were ordered were one 
hundred c o p i e s efich o f _ t h e "First s p e l l i n g book" and "Second s p e l l i n g 
book", p l u s múltiple co p i e s o f catechisms, a l l of which were obtained 
from London (7) and probably from the cheap l i t e r a t u r a p u b l i s h e r s . 
In 1817 f u r t h e r s u p p l i e s o f t h e s e t e a c h i n g mataríais were obtained.(8) 
and by t h i s time reward books were being purchased l o c a l l y from Messrs. 
Derry & Sons (9). In 1818 i t was r e s o l v e d t h a t each C l a s s should have 
a sepárate set of reading books which must be "marked and niombered 
a c c o r d i n g t o the c l a s s t o which th e y belong", and each set was t o be 
kept i n a separata place vinder t h e charge o f t h e teacher (lO) . T h i s 
made i t necessary t o f i n d s u i t a b l e storage accommodation, and i t was 
r e s o l v e d t o approach the " P r o p r i e t o r s of the Svinday School L i b r a r y " 
about t h e t r a n s f e r of "the bookcase" t o the Sunday School (11). I t i s 
not c l e a r whether t h i s was an empty bookcase, or a request f o r the 
t r a n s f e r o f the L i b r a r y ' s o n l y bookcase which presumably had spare 
380. 
shelves on which the c l a s s s e t s o f books c o u l d be s t o r e d . The Sunday 
School L i b r a r y had been e s t a b l i s h e d by 2 October 1816, on which date 
i t was r e s o l v e d t h a t the Rules of t h e L i b r a r y should be presented t o 
t h e Sunday School Committee i n order t o " s i g n i f y t h a t t h e r e was such a 
t h i n g e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e School" (12). U n f o r t u n a t e l y no copy of the 
r u l e s seems t o have s u r v i v e d , and the minutes do not r e v e a l any more 
i n f o r m a t i o n about the L i b r a r y . C e r t a i n l y t h e e x i s t e n c e o f separate 
bodies r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e L i b r a r y and the Sunday School would not 
suggest easy access t o t h e c o n t e n t s o f the l i b r a r y bookcase a t t h i s 
e a r l y date. 
Occasional r e f e r e n c e s t o Sunday schools and l i b r a r i e s appear 
i n l o c a l d i r e c t o r i e s f o r t h e Three Towns i n the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . 
In 1830 two l a d i e s were named as the Treasurer and S e c r e t a r y o f 
ST. JOHN'S CHAPEL SUNDAY SCHOOL LENDING LIBRARY at Devonport (13). 
There was a Sunday School L i b r a r y at Norley St. U n i t a r i a n Church i n 
about 1872 (14), but t h i s seems t o have.been the New Tabernacle 
Sunday School L i b r a r y under another name, f o r the h i s t o r y o f the 
modem Sherwell Congregational Church i s r a t h e r complicated but 
was connected w i t h N o r l e y St. U n i t a r i a n Church. There was a VJESLEY 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY i n Plymouth which had a s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f books t o p r i n t a catalogue, f o r there i s a r e f e r e n c e t o 
such a p u b l i c a t i o n (undated and not f u r t h e r s p e c i f i e d ) being i n the 
stock o f the L o c a l Department of the Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y i n 
1892 (15). 
In 1885 S h e l l y noted i n h i s paper on Plymouth l i b r a r i e s t h a t : 
"In connection w i t h most of the Sunday Schools i n t h e t h r e e 
towns, t h e r e are l i b r a r i e s c o n s i s t i n g c h i e f l y o f books f o r 
c h i l d r e n , .,.'.' (16) 
The s i z e o f these l i b r a r i e s i s u n l i k e l y t o have exceeded a few hundred 
volumes at best. The t o t a l l i b r a r y stock of the B i b l e C h r i s t i a n 
Sunday Schools i n the Devonport D i s t r i c t i n 1888 was 2,187 volximes, 
t o serve a user community o f 5,630 s c h o l a r s and 1,240 t e a c h e r s (17). 
T h i s suggests a rough s c a l e o f one volume f o r every two or t h r e e 
s c h o l a r s , so t h a t i t was by no means easy f o r a s c h o l a r t o borrow 
when he wanted even i f t h e stock contained l i t e r a t u r e t h a t he was 
g e n u i n e l y i n t e r e s t e d i n r e a d i n g , which must be somewhat d o u b t f u l . 
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An account book has survived from t h e r e c o r d s of t h e PEMBROKE ST. 
BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL, . which shows the income and expenditure on the 
L i b r a r y from 1874 onwards (18) , when the need f o r Sxonday school l i b r a r i e s 
was p r o b a b l y a l r e a d y beginning t o d e c l i n e . The income f o r most years 
shows t h a t l e s s than £1 per annum was r e c e i v e d from the s a l e o f p e r i o d i -
c a l s and vinwanted books, and o c c a s i o n a l l y t h e s a l e o f l i b r a r y cards. 
The l a t t e r income d i d not exceed I s . 6d. per annum, but the r e f e r e n c e 
t o t h e s a l e o f l i b r a r y cards suggests t h a t perhaps a small entrance 
f e e was charged; i f so, the number of u s e r s was v e r y small. O c c a s i o n a l l y 
a s h i l l i n g o r two seems t o have been donated t o t h e funds by a w e l l 
wisher. In a d d i t i o n , the expenditure coltunns show t h a t i n 1876, 1878 
and 1881 g r a n t s of t h i r t y s h i l l i n g s or two pounds were made t o t h e 
L i b r a r y , p r o b a b l y from the General Fund. Apart from the expenditure 
of t h o s e g r a n t s t h e r e was very l i t t l e l i b r a r y expenditure; i n 1878 e i g h t 
s h i l l i n g s were spent on p e r i o d i c a l s ; i n 1880 one hundred l i b r a r y cards 
were purchased f o r I s . l l d . ; i n 1882 a book was purchased at I s . 6d. 
f o r t h e "Teachers L i b r a r y " (the o n l y r e f e r e n c e t o i t s existence) ; i n 
December 1884 4 a was spent on books f o r t h e L i b r a r y , and i n 188 5 £1.15s. 
was p a i d t o t h e Sunday School Union f o r l i b r a r y books. These meagre 
sums on l i b r a r y books f i n a l l y petered out i n 1910 when £1 was spent on 
books f o r t h e L i b r a r y and no o t h e r r e f e r e n c e s occur t h e r e a f t e r . The 
l a s t r e f e r e n c e t o any p r o f i t on t h e s a l e o f p e r i o d i c a l s appears i n 
t h e year 1915-6. The account book covered the p e r i o d up t o 1921, so 
i t must be concluded from t h i s evidence t h a t the L i b r a r y r e c e i v e d very 
l i t t l e maintenance a f t e r about 1885, and probably decayed over t h e next 
few y e a r s , w i t h i t s f i n a l disappearance i n t h e e a r l y years o f World 
War I . T h i s would be l o g i c a i both i n the g e n e r a l context o f Sunday 
scho o l l i b r a r i e s and i n the l o c a i c o n t e x t , f o r t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s o f 
Plymouth and Devonport were s u p p l y i n g l i t e r a t u r a f o r young people 
f r e e of charge from 1876 and 1882 r e s p e c t i v e l y , and by 1890 t h e r e was 
a network of school l i b r a r i e s i n Plymouth. The e d u c a t i o n a l purpose of 
t h e Sionday school l i b r a r i e s had disappeared, and i t was u n l i k e l y t h a t 
any r e s i d u a i stocks of o l d - f a s h i o n e d , mainly r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e would 
have much appeal t o the s c h o l a r s . Yet t h e r e were r e s i d u a i l i b r a r i e s 
at l e a s t i n 1901, when W.H.K. Wright informad t h e v i s i t i n g L i b r a r y 
A s s o c i a t i o n Conference t h a t most o f the Sunday s c h o o l s of t h e town had 
l i b r a r i e s c o n s i s t i n g c h i e f l y o f books f o r c h i l d r e n (19). 
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8.2 EAKLY DAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES, UNTIL 1870. 
The e a r l y day schools o f t h e Three Towns can be grouped 
c o n v e n i e n t l y according t o t h e i r academic a s p i r a t i o n s . There were 
scho o l s which concentrated on p r o v i d i n g a f u l l c l a s s i c i a l and mathe-
m a t i c a l education s u i t a b l e f o r boys whose c a r e e r s were l i k e l y t o be 
amongst t h e p r o f e s s i o n s or at o f f i c e r l e v e l i n the S e r v i c e s , o r 
whose pa r e n t s simply wished t h e i r sons t o be w e l l educated. There 
were o t h e r prívate schools which p r o v i d e d a b a s i c E n g l i s h education 
and o p t i o n a l e x t r a s u b j e c t s such as French, music, drawing, e t c . , v i z . 
s o c i a l l y o r i e n t e d schools. F i n a l l y , t h e r e were schools which gave 
a minimal E n g l i s h education t o t h e c h i l d r e n o f parents who c o u l d not 
a f f o r d prívate education. I n e v i t a b l y the e x p e c t a t i o n of school 
l i b r a r i e s must be highest among scho o l s o f t h e f i r s t group, and lowest 
i n t h e l a s t group, and t h i s i s borne out from the s u r v i v i n g evidence. 
The o l d e s t school was PLYMOUTH CORPORATION GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 
víhich r e c e i v e d a bequest o f £10 i n 1669 f o r t h e establishment o f a 
l i b r a r y . T h i s has a l r e a d y been examined i n Chapter 3, where i t was 
a l s o shown t h a t although the school had a " s m a l l l i b r a r y " i n t h e sense 
of " l i b r a r y room" i n the mid n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y and i t might be 
supposed t h a t i t d i d have a l i b r a r y f o r much o f i t s h i s t o r y , no proof 
s u r v i v e s . I t s e a r l y nineteenth-century c o m p e t i t o r , however, t h e 
PLYMOUTH SUBSCRIPTION CLASSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCHOOL which opened 
i n 1822, immediately adoptad the "Eton p l a n " f o r developing l i b r a r y 
r e s o u r c e s . Each boy, on e n t e r i n g t h e s c h o o l , paid lOs. 6d. towards 
a school l i b r a r y , and another lOs. 6d. a f t e r t h r e e years. In t h a t way 
"a v a l u a b l e l i b r a r y " was already being formed i n 1825 (20). The 
DEVONPORT CLASSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCHOOL which opened i n 1821 
probably had a s i m i l a r system, although the o n l y d e t a l l s which s u r v i v e 
shows t h a t t h e r e were L i b r a r i a n s . The ñames suggest t h a t the L i b r a r i a n s 
must have been masters, f o r s e v e r a l have sénior n a v a l rank: 
1825 Capt. Sanders, R.N., and L i e u t . G. S o m e r v i l l e (21); 
1828 Capt. Sanders, R.N., and L i e u t . G. S o m e r v i l l e (22); 
1830 L i e u t . G. S o m e r v i l l e and J.W. C o l l i n (23); 
1837 Capt. Sanders, R.N., and Mr. P r o c t e r (24); 
1843 R.M. O l i v e r and G. Pr o c t e r (25). 
The extent t o which l i b r a r i e s were e s s e n t i a l t o the students 
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undergoing a c l a s s i c a l and mathematical course was probably s t l l l 
dependent t o a l a r g e extent i n the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y on the a t t l t u d e 
of the masters and the methods they employed. R o t e - l e a r n i n g was a 
standard t e a c h i n g method, and d l s c o v e r y l e a m i n g was a lon g way i n t h e 
fut u r e as a t e a c h i n g method t o be encouraged. The course which 
was s t u d i e d i n t h e c l a s s i c a l schools was probably s i m i l a r t o the 
f o l l o w i n g one a d v e r t i s e d i n 1836, from which i t can be i n f e r r e d t h a t 
boys would need access t o a range o f t e x t b o o k s , but would not n e c e s s a r i l y 
be expected t o read and explore o u t s i d e them i n a l i b r a r y . 
"Latín. Eton grammar, D e l e c t u s , Ovid, Caesar, V i r g i l , 
S a l l u s t , C i c e r o de O f f i c i i s , C i c e r o ' s O r a t i o n s , 
Terence, P l a u t u s , L i v y , e t c . 
Greek. Valpy's Grammar, D e l e c t u s , Testament, Lucían, 
Zenophon, Homar, Herodotus, Eurípides, Sophocles, e t c . 
Mathematíes. Joyce's A r i t h m e t i c , Simson's E u c l i d , Bridge's 
A l g e b r a , Bland's Algébrale problems. 
General seienee, h i s t o r y e t c . Joyce's S c i e n t i f i c works, 
Pinnoek's H i s t o r i e s , a n c i e n t and modem, Murray's 
Grammar, Murray's E x e r e i s e s , Pinnoek's Geography, 
a n c i e n t , saered and mod-ern'.' (26) 
The o n l y referenee t e a l i b r a r y which has been disceve r e d 
among s c h o o l s which might appear t o be i n the second group, l e s s 
aeademically strenuous and perhaps more o f a s o c i a l l y o r i e n t e d 
education, i s an advertisement by J . M i l t o n i n 1814. One of the 
a t t r a e t i o n s which he featured was: 
"An e x t e n s i v e School L i b r a r y i s kept, c o n s i s t i n g 
o f such books as are s t r i e t l y o f a moral tendency, 
and e a l e u l a t e d t o i n s p i r e a l e v e f o r leaming'.' (27) 
Perhaps t h i s was not a common f e a t u r e among the prívate academies 
f o r young gentlemen at t h e p e r i o d , f o r Mr. M i l t o n ' s advertisement 
i s the o n l y one of many prívate school advertisements which had been 
found i n t h e l o c a l press t o mentían a l i b r a r y . 
The t b i r d group o f schools a r e those which were concerned 
with p r o v i d i n g a b a s i c l i t e r a e y , which was intended at the beginning 
of the c e n t u r y t o enable them t o read t h e Bible and t o enhance t h e i r 
moral w e l f a r e r a t h e r than t o incúlcate a l e v e o f l e a m i n g ; i t o n l y 
extended t o about t h r e e years of education and an a b i l i t y t o read 
with a g r e a t e r - o r , more l i k e l y , l e s s e r - degree of f l u e n c y . B i b l e s 
were g i v e n as p r i z e s or s c h o o l - l e a v i n g p r e s e n t s , but normally t h e r e 
were no school l i b r a r i e s i n the oíd endowed sch o o l s . í>ne exception 
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a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n t h e B e n e v o l e n t I n s t i t u t i o n , a c h a r i t y s c h o o l 
w h i c h h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1785 b y t h e n o n c o n f o r m i s t s ; i n 1833 
t h i s s c h o o l w a s r e c o r d e d i n t h e E d u c a t i o n É n q u i r y t o g e t h e r w i t h a 
n o t e t h a t i t h a d " a l i b r a r y a t t a c h e d " (27); n o t h i n g m o r e h a s b e e n • 
d i s c o v e r e d a b o u t t h i s l i b r a r y , w h i c h m i g h t h a v e c o n s i s t e d o f n o t h i n g 
m o r e t h a n a c o l l e c t i o n o f c h e a p r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e d o n a t e d b y a 
l o c a i b r a n c h o f o n e o f t h e m a i n t r a c t s o c i e t i e s . 
T h e m o n i t o r i a l s y s t e m o f t h e B r i t i s h a n d N a t i o n a l S c h o o l s 
w a s n o t e d f o r i t s c h e a p n e s s , a n d t h e m a i n t e a c h i n g s y s t e m s e e m s t o 
h a v e b e e n b a s e d o n l e a r n i n g b y r o t e . I t w o u l d h a v e b e e n i n c o n s i s t e n t 
w i t h t h e i r e a r l y p h i l o s o p h y a n d p r a c t i c e t o m a k e e v e n a g e n e r o u s 
p r o v i s i o n o f t e x t b o o k s , l e t a l o n e a l i b r a r y . I t w a s n o t u n t i l t h e 
m i d d l e o f t h e c e n t u r y t h a t t h e m o n i t o r i a l s y s t e m b e g a n t o b e d i s p l a c e d 
b y m o r e p r o f e s s i o n a l t e a c h i n g m é t h c d s a n d t h e w i d e r u s e o f t e x t b o o k s , 
w h i c h g r a d u a l l y l e d t o a r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e n e e d f o r s o m e t h i n g m o r e , a 
g r o p i n g t o w a r d s d i s c o v e r y l e a r n i n g a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f s c h o o l 
l i b r a r i e s i n s u p p o r t o f t h e l e a r n i n g p r o c e s s . T h e s c h o o l s i n t h e 
T h r e e T o w n s m u s t h a v e b e c o m e a w a r e o f t h e m o r e b o o k c o n s c i o u s c l i m a t e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e w h i c h p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e G o v e r n m e n t g r a n t s c h e m e . 
G o v e r n m e n t g r a n t s w e r e f i r s t i n t r o d u c e d i n 1833, a n d w e r e i n i t i a l l y 
c o n f i n e d t o b u i l d i n g g r a n t s b u t s o o n w i d e n e d t o i n c l u d e o t h e r n e e d s o f 
t h e s c h o o l s . G r a n t s w e r e a w a r d e d o n l y o n c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e s c h o o l s 
b e c a m e s u b j e c t t o t h e G o v e r n m e n t I n s p e c t o r s o f E d u c a t i o n , a n d t h r o u g h 
t h e s y s t e m w h i c h b e g a n t o d e v e l o p t h e r e b e g a n t o b e c e n t r a i e n c o u r a g e -
m e n t f o r t h e i m p t o v e m e n t o f s t a n d a r d s o f e d u c a t i o n . I n 1847-8 t h e 
C o m m i t t e e o f P r i v y C o u n c i l o n E d u c a t i o n r e s o l v e d : 
" T h a t i t i s e x p e d i e n t t o e n c o u r a g e b y g r a n t s t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n 
i n t o e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l s , o f t h e m o s t a p p r o v e d l e s s o n - b o o k s 
a n d m a p s f o r t h e u s e o f t h e s c h o l a r s , a n d o f t e x t b o o k s f o r 
t h e t e a c h e r s a n d p u p i l - t e a c h e r s ' . ' (28) 
T h i s g r a n t w a s d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e s c h o o l s p r o v i d i n g t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e 
c o s t t h e m s e l v e s , b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s i t w a s a n i m p o r t a n t s t e p t o w a r d s 
i n c r e a s i n g b o o k c o n s c i o u s n e s s . L i b r a r i e s w e r e p r o b a b l y s t i l i n o t 
c o m m o n , b u t w e r e r e c e i v i n g s o m e m i n o r e n c o u r a g e m e n t , f o r i n 1851 i t 
w a s f u r t h e r s p e c i f i e d t h a t : 
" B o o k s f o r the school library o r f o r p r i z e s m a y b e 
i n c l u d e d i n t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r b o o k s a n d m a p s a t r e d u c e d 
p r i c e s , b u t n o p e c u n i a r y g r a n t w i l l b e m a d e o n t h e s e 
a c c o u n t s'.' (2 9) 
T h i s r e f e r r e d t o t h e l i s t s o f b o o k s , s u i t a b l e f o r s c h o l a r s , t e a c h e r s 
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and p u p i l - t e a c h e r s , which were a v a i l a b l e at d i s c o u n t s of more than 40% 
from the C o u n c i l . "Book l e a r n i n g " began t o be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 
elementary schools and began t o be w i d e l y a p p r e c i a t e d . In 1858-9 
the Committee of C o u n c i l on Education r e p o r t e d : 
"There i s a growing f e e l i n g amongst the l a b o u r i n g c l a s s e s 
i n favour o f e d u c a t i o n , and the p a r e n t s , as a body, are 
most anxious t h a t t h e c h i l d r e n should have some amount 
of 'booklearning' '.' (30) 
Several s c h o o l s i n the Three Towns a p p i l e d f o r Government 
grants and became subj e c t t o i n s p e c t i o n and e l i g i b l e t o apply f o r 
discounted books. The e a r l i e s t school t o r e c e i v e Government a i d 
was C h a r l e s P a r i s h School i n 1847, followed over the next few years by 
Charles Church 1850, Holy T r i n i t y 1855, St. Anne's, St. P e t e r ' s , and 
St. James's, which were A n g l i c a n schools; one of the o l d e s t endowed 
schools, the Greycoat School, a l s o r e c e i v e d a grant; and the p r i v a t e 
Roman C a t h o l i c School o f St. Boniface. There was no pressure on the 
schools t o e s t a b i i s h school l i b r a r i e s , nor does t h e r e seem t o be any 
d i r e c t evidence t h a t t h e y d i d so, but the important p o i n t i s t h a t l o c a i 
schools were sha r i n g i n the n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o improve the standards 
of elementary e d u c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the spreading consciousness o f books 
not o n l y as textbooks but a l s o as support m a t e r i a l i n school l i b r a r i e s . 
A l l of t h i s must have a s s i s t e d i n forming a s u i t a b l e c l i m a t e i n which 
i t became p o s s i b l e t o e s t a b l i s h an e a r l y system of school l i b r a r i e s i n 
Plymouth l a t e r i n the c e n t u r y , f o r the success o f the system depended 
very much on the a t t i t u d e o f the teachers and t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s t o take 
an a c t i v e r o l e i i i t h e scheme. 
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8.3 PLYMOUTH SCHCX3L LIBRARY SERVICE, 1887 - 1914 
Plymouth p l a y e d an Important p a r t i n the e a r l y h i s t o r y of 
school l i b r a r l e s i n England, f o r two reasons; f i r s t , the Borough 
Librarían of Plymouth was one of the f i r s t t o advócate the use of the 
Board Schools by p u b l i c l i b r a r l e s , and secondly, Plymouth was one of 
the f i r s t a u t h o r i t i e s t o e s t a b l i s h a school l i b r a r y s e r v i c e . 
W. H. K. Wright was appointed Borough Librarían of the newly 
e s t a b l i s h e d Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y i n 1876, and i t seems probable 
t h a t he was al r e a d y aware at t h a t time of the p o t e n t i a l importance of 
the Board Schools as l o c a l c e n t r e s f o r the p u b l i c l i b r a r y . T h i s became 
e x p l i c i t i n b i s paper t o the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1877, i n which he 
considered the best means of promoting the f r e e l i b r a r y movement. He 
d i d not then r e f e r s p e c i f i c a l l y t o school l i b r a r l e s , but recognised the 
P o t e n t i a l u s e f u l n e s s o f t h e Board Schools as brauch or general l i b r a r l e s . 
He was w e l l aware o f t h e p i o n e e r i n g work being done at Leeds, f o r he 
r e f e r r e d t o the expérience of "my f r i e n d , Mr. James Yates, o f the Leeds 
L i b r a r i e s , where the Board Schools bave been thus used f o r some time" 
(31). C l e a r l y the use of l i b r a r l e s by s c h o o l c h i l d r e n was a matter which 
occupied much of b i s a t t e n t i o n , f o r he went on t o say i n the same paper: 
"A few days s i n c e I V7itnessed s e v e r a l thousands of c h i l d r e n 
from Our Board Schools assembled t o r e c e i v e p r i z e s f o r 
r e g u l a r and punctual attendance. The p r i z e s s e l e c t e d were 
books. Here, thought I , were the évidences o f what must be 
i n the f u t u r e . The seed was being sown; pure L i t e r a t u r e 
was b e ^ g dis s e m i n a t e d , and the t a s t e f o r i t must spread;...'.' 
(32) 
J u v e n i l e l i t e r a t u r e had been provided i n the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y from t h e 
beginning, but Wright was aware o f some of the problems c r e a t e d by i t , 
and i n 1879 i n another paper t o the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Conference he 
presented more s p e c i f i c i d e a s on the coopération between School Boards 
and L i b r a r y A u t h o r i t i e s . He envisaged Board Schools as the l o c a t i o n 
f o r èvening reading rooms w i t h a small l e n d i n g l i b r a r y a t tached, and 
w i t h i n t h a t arrangement t h e r e should be a school l i b r a r y . F i r s t , 
however, he o u t l i n e s t h e problem: ' 
" I t i s t h a t some mutuai understanding o r r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
l i b r a r i a n s and p u b l i c school t eachers should be brought 
about, w i t h a view t o e x e r c i s i n g a reasonable amount of 
s u p e r v i s i o n over t h e reading o f the c h i l d r e n connected w i t h 
both e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . ... a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f the borrowers 
are s c h o l a r s , t h e i r reading i s g e n e r a l l y of the most 
aimless and d e s u l t o r y character'.' 
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P a r e n t s , he b e l i e v e d , had t h e duty t o e x e r c i s e i n f l u e n c e on the 
c h i l d ' s reading but r a r e l y d i d so, throwing t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on the 
te a c h e r s and l i b r a r i a n . T h e r e f o r e , he advocated, t h e r e should be 
s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n i n connection w i t h every p u b l i c l i b r a r y f o r young 
people. 
"Reducing my id e a s i n t o something o f a p r a c t i c a l c h a r a c t e r , 
my p r o p o s i t i o n i s as f o l l o w s : -
That i n connexion w i t h each d i s t r i c t l i b r a r y , such-.as t h a t 
I bave proposed, t h e r e should be a small c o l l e c t i o n o f books 
approved by both l i b r a r y and school a u t h o r i t i e s f o r t h e use 
o f t he c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g t h a t s c h o o l ; and t h a t those 
c h i l d r e n should not be allowed the run of the c e n t r a l or 
general l i b r a r y , except at the s p e c i a l request o f parents 
or teachers'.' (33) 
I t was probably on t h i s model t h a t i n 1881 Wright submitted p r o p o s a i s 
f o r branch . l i b r a r l e s i n Plymouth t o b i s Committee, but the l a t t a r f e l t 
t h a t t h e time was not opportune (34). Meantime, Wright kept abreast 
o f developments i n Leeds, which had e s t a b l i s h e d branch l i b r a r i e s i n 
Board Schools i n 1877 and school l i b r a r i e s i n 1884 (35), and i t must 
have been a disappointment t o him t h a t h i s Committee would not agrée 
t o h i s proposais f o r school l i b r a r i e s i n Board Schools which would 
have r e s u l t e d i n Plymouth being e i t h e r the f i r s t , o r j o i n t f i r s t v/ith 
Leeds, t o operate school l i b r a r i e s . In the Annual report for 1884 
Wright had w r i t t e n : 
" I t w i l l be observed ... how l a r g e a p r o p o r t i o n o f our 
borrowers are young people and school c h i l d r e n , f o r whom 
the p r o v i s i o n of h e a l t h y l i t e r a t u r e i s a great boon. I 
wish t h i s f e a t u r e o f our work co u l d be more f u l l y developed, 
and t h a t by an arrangement w i t h t h e managers o f our Board 
Schoolè a r e g u l a r system o f loans f o r the c h i l d r e n might 
be organised. I commend the mattar t o members o f the 
School Board, ...'.' (36) 
As the r e p o r t was pub l i s h e d and circulâted among the Borough C o u n c i l , 
Wright c o u l d be c e r t a i n t h a t b i s d i p l o m a t i c a l l y worded a d v i c e would 
reach members of the School Board even i f h i s Committee would not take 
o f f i c i a i a c t i o n on the matter. However, i n 1887, a f t e r considérable 
d i s c u s s i o n and prolonged n e g o t i a t i o n , Wright succeeded i n o b t a i n i n g 
t h e approvai of both the L i b r a r y Committee and the School Board f o r 
th e expérimental establishment o f school l i b r a r i e s which would be f o r 
th e e x c l u s i v e use of the s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . (The i s s u e o f branch l i b r a r i e s 
and reading rooms f o r gene r a l use being l o c a t e d i n Board Schools had 
become a separate one). In 1887 Wright r e p o r t e d t h a t v e r y s a t i s -
f a c t o r y c o n d i t i o n s had been arranged f o r the experiment, and t h a t 
over 1,000 volumes had been s e l e c t e d f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n among the eleven 
388. 
B o a r d S c h o o l s . T h e F r e e L i b r a r y C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e S c h o o l B o a r d e a c h 
h a d c l e a r c u t c o m m i t m e n t s , a s f o l l o w s : 
T h e F r e e L i b r a r y C o m m i t t e e u n d e r t o o k : 
" ( a ) t o s u p p l y t o e a c h s c h o o l a L i b r a r y c o n s i s t i n g o f 
n o t l e s s t h a n l O O c a r e f u l l y s e l e c t e d b o o k s f r o m t h e 
p r e s e n t s t o c k o f t h e L i b r a r y , t o b e s u p p l e m e n t e d f r o m 
t i m e t o t i m e , a s c i r c u m s t a n c e s p e r m i t . S u c h L i b r a r i e s 
t o r e m a i n i n c l r c u l a t i o n , b y w a y o f e x p e r i m e n t , f o r a " 
p e r i o d o f n o t l o n g e r t h a n s i x m o n t h s . 
( b ) t o t a k e t h e s o l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r , a n d t o m a k e g o o d , 
a n y l o s s , d a m a g e , o r i n j u r y t o t h e b o o k s w h i c h m a y o c c u r 
i n t h e r e s p e c t i v e s c h o o l s a f t e r e v e r y e f f o r t h a s b e e n 
m a d e o n t h e p a r t o f t h e P r i n c i p a l T e a c h e r t o r e c o v e r 
t h e s a m e ' . ' 
T h e S c h o o l B o a r d u n d e r t o o k : 
V " ( a ) t o p r o v i d e f o r e a c h o f t h e b o y s * a n d g i r l s ' s c h o o l s 
s u f f i c i e n t c u p b o a r d s o r b o o k c a s e s f o r t h e r e c e p t i o n 
o f t h e b o o k s w h i c h m a y b e l e n t b y t h e F r e e L i b r a r y 
C o m m i t t e e , a n d t o p r o v i d e t h e n e c e s s a r y b o o k s , l a b e l s , 
e t c , w h i c h m a y b e r e q u i r e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e . 
( b ) t o a r r a n g e t h a t t h e b o o k s a r e p r o p e r l y c a t a l o g u e d , 
i s s u e d , c o l l e c t e d , e x c h a n g e d , a n d r e g i s t e r e d i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e r e g u l a t i o n s w h i c h m a y b e d e t e r m i n e d 
o n b e t w e e n t h e L i b r a r y C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e S c h o o l 
M a n a g e m e n t C o m m i t t e e o f t h e B o a r d f r o m t i m e t o t i m e . 
( e ) t o a p p o i n t a C o m m i t t e e , w h o s h a l l ( i n c o n f e r e n c e w i t h 
t h e P r i n c i p a l T e a c h e r s ) s e l e c t t h e b o o k s f o r t h e 
r e s p e c t i v e s c h o o l s a n d e x e r c i s e a g e n e r a l s u p e r v i s i o n 
o v e r t h e L i b r a r i e s ' . ' (37) 
T h e s e b e r n e c a m e i n t o o p e r a t i o n a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1888, a n d i n O c t o b e r 
W r i g h t w a s a b l e t o r e p o r t t h a t " t h e n e w d e p a r t u r e h a s g i v e n t h o r o u g h 
s a t i s f a c t i o n " (38). T h e b o o k s w e r e i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n , v e r y f e w w e r e 
m i s s i n g , a n d t h e y w e r e m u c h a p p r e c i a t e d b y t h e c h i l d r e n . T h e t e a c h e r s 
w e r e t a k i n g a w a r m i n t e r e s t a n d e n c o u r a g i n g t h e c h i l d r e n t o u s e d t h e 
b o o k s c a r e f u l l y . H a v i n g o b s e r v e d t h e e x p e r i m e n t c a r e f u l l y , a n d h a v i n g 
c o n s u l t e d a l i o f t h e h e a d t e a c h e r s , W r i g h t c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e e x p e r i m e n t 
h a d b e e n s u c c e s s f u l a n d s h o u l d b e e x t e n d e d . T h e S c h o o l B o a r d a n d t h e 
F r e e L i b r a r y C o m m i t t e e a g r e e d t o c o n t i n u e w i t h t h e s c h e m e , a n d a d d e d 
a t w e l f t h s c h o o l t o t h e l i s t . 
T h e a c t u a l q u a n t i t y o f l i b r a r y b o o k s w h i c h h a d b e e n p r o v i d e d 
f o r t h e s c h o o l s w a s 1,719 v o l u m e s , w h i c h h a d b e e n d r a w n m a i n l y f r o m 
C l a s s J , J u v e n i l e l i t e r a t u r e , i n t h e C e n t r a l L i b r a r y ; C l a s s J r e c e i v e d 
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a s t r o n g reinforcement of n e a r l y 1,000 volvunes i n 1888-9, now t h a t 
the s c h o o l l i b r a r y s e r v i c e had been o f f i c i a l l y approved. The number 
of young borrowers and j u v e n i l e i s s u e s d e c l i n e d i n t h e C e n t r a l L i b r a r y 
as c h i l d r e n i n the s e l e c t e d s c h o o l s made use of t h e t i n y new l i b r a r i e s . 
The d i s t r i b u t i o n o f c h i l d r e n ' s books was spread over the whole town, and 
c h i l d r e n were saved long joumeys t o the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y , where the 
p r e s s u r e on s t a f f at c e r t a i n hours was g r e a t l y lessened. Not o n l y d i d 
t h e c h i l d r e n read the school l i b r a r y books, but as an added b e n e f i t t h e 
books were o f t e n read by other members of the f a m i l y a l s o . Even the 
c l o s u r e of school l i b r a r i e s f o r s i x months i n 1889-90, because of a f e v e r 
épidémie, d i d not a f f e c t the growth of the new s e r v i c e a d v e r s e l y . A 
f u r t h e r school was added t o the l i s t i n t h a t year, and i n 1890-1 i t was 
r e p o r t e d t h a t the school l i b r a r i e s had given e n t i r e s a t i s f a c t i o n , w i t h 
s e v e r a l schools a p p l y i n g f o r a d d i t i o n a l g r a n t s o f books. The s t r a i n on 
C l a s s J was heavy, and i n 1891-2 a new C l a s s S was e s t a b l i s h e d f o r t h e 
school l i b r a r y stock; over the next couple of years books were t r a n s -
f e r r e d i n t o i t from C l a s s J and o t h e r s u i t a b l e l i t e r a t u r e from other 
c l a s s e s . T h i s reduced the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e record burden at t h e C e n t r a l 
L i b r a r y . 
The scheme progressed smoothly f o r the next few y e a r s , and 
a f a v o u r a b l e report appeared i n t h e School Board Report p u b l i s h e d i n 
1895: 
"Very good use continues t o be made of the books on loan at 
the Schools from the Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y , which i n many cases 
have been u s e f u l i n e n a b l i n g the t e a c h e r s t o r e f e r t h e 
c h i l d r e n t o spécifie books f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t i n g t h e 
s u b j e c t s taught. 
F i f t e e n small L i b r a r i e s have been granted from the C e n t r a l 
L i b r a r y , c o n t a i n i n g upwards of 3,000 books. Seeing t h a t 
Her Majesty's Inspecter i s d i r e c t e d t o enquire as t o what 
use i s made of the School Lending L i b r a r y , and t h a t i t s 
e x i s t e n c e has been r e f e r r e d t o as one of t h e i n d i c a t i o n s of 
'a good s c h o o l ' , the L i b r a r y Committee o f the town may be 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d i n r e n d e r i n g some a s s i s t a n c e i n earning School 
Grants i n a d d i t i o n t o r e a l i z i n g the u s u a l o b j e e t s which 
they have i n view'.' (39) 
G r a d u a l l y the scheme was extended; i n 1895-6 a v o l u n t a r y s c h o o l . 
St. P e t e r s N a t i o n a l School, was granted a school l i b r a r y o f 200 volumes, 
and a boundary extension of the Borough brought t h e schools o f Compton 
and La i r a i n t o the scheme i n 1896-7. The Education Act 1902 r e s u l t e d 
i n t he t r a n s f e r of many p r i v a t e elementary schools i n t o the hands of 
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the new L o c a l Education A u t h o r i t y . The s t r a i n on the school l i b r a r y 
s e r v i c e i s evident from t h e simple f a c t t h a t i n 1902-3 there were 14 
schools (19 departments) being s u p p l i e d , but i n 1903-4 there were 28 
schools (43 departments) r e q u i r i n g school l i b r a r i e s . The stock of 
3,590 volumes i n 1902-3 was i n s u f f i c i e n t , and although some e x t r a stock 
was purchased i t was impossible t o supply a i l of the new schools and 
department immédiately. Table 32 shows the p a t t e m of d i s t r i b u t i o n . 
There was a d r a s t i c réduction i n the s i z e s o f t h e l i b r a r i e s i n the 
o l d e r s c h o o l s , many of t h e new schools were a l l o c a t e d a quota w e l l 
below t h e lOO which had been the o r i g i n a l l y agreed minimum, and t h a t 
s t i l l l e f t 18 departments without s u p p l i e s . The o s t e n s i b l e reason given 
i n the r e p o r t s was t h a t book cupboards had not been su p p l i e d i n the 
l a t t e r s c h o o l s , but i n 1904-5 t h e r e were s t i l l t e n departments without 
books and the L i b r a r i a n ' s Report r e v e a l e d t h a t more than 1,000 more 
volumes were s t i l l needed t o supply them (40). By 1907, however, i t 
appears t h a t a i l o f the 43 departments had r e c e i v e d t h e i r a p p r o p r i a t e 
quota. There were v a r i o u s changes i n the school departmen© from 1903 
onwards as a r e s u i t of r e o r g a n i s a t i o n by the new L o c a l Education A u t h o r i t y , 
but t h e p i c t u r e remained broadly t h e same u n t i l 1914. The r e g u l a t i o n s 
f o r t he management of school l i b r a r i e s were p r i n t e d i n 1906 (41), and 
form an e x p l i c i t statement of the o p e r a t i o n o f the l i b r a r i e s ; probably 
the arrangements they d e s c r i b e were the ones which had been i n o p e r a t i o n 
f o r many ye a r s , and they seero t o have continued u n t i l at l e a s t 1914. 
These r e g u l a t i o n s are quoted i n füll i n Table 33 . 
The success of t h e school l i b r a r y s e r v i c e i s i n d i c a t e d by the 
growth and volume of i s s u e s , and t h e percentage they formed of the whole 
is s u e . From 1887 t o 1892 the school l i b r a r y i s s u e s are i n c l u d e d i n 
the r e l e v a n t s u b j e c t - c l a s s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y C l a s s J , J u v e n i l e l i t e r a t u r e , 
which ros e from 21,702 (14.7%) i n 1887 (the year before the scheme 
began), t o over 84,000 (33.4%) i n 1888-9 (the f i r s t f i f t e e n months), 
and over 104,000 (45%) i n 1890-1 (the f i r s t r e g u l a r y e a r ) . From 1892-3 
the s c h o o l l i b r a r y stock was separated i n t o C l a s s S, f o r which i s s u e s 
were recorded s e p a r a t e l y ; thèse were over 150,000 (51.3%) i n 1893-4, 
and i n c r e a s e d f u r t h e r t o over 180,000 (50%) i n 1901-2. The i s s u e s 
then remained at about the same t o t a l f i g u r e , but d e c l i n e d g r a d u a l l y 
t o about 40% of t h e t o t a l i s s u e s o f t h e Free L i b r a r y by 1913-4. A 
v a r i e t y o f reasons might e x p l a i n t h i s ; f o r example, t h e c h i l d r e n of 
the new school l i b r a r i e s o f 1888 had become a d u l t s who were probably 
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Table 32 The c h r o n o l o g i c a l development of the Plymouth School L i b r a r y 
S e r v i c e and l i b r a r y a l l o c a t i o n s 
1888/9 1892/3 1896/7 1902/3 1903/4 1913/ 
King St. Boys 150 200 200 200 lOO 92 
Mount St. 
Boys 124 200 200 200 lOO 120 
G i r l s 120 120 120 120 lOO lOO 
Oxford St. Boys G i r l s 200 200 
200 200 lOO 
Palace Court Boys G i r l s 
150 
125 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
140 
100 
lOO 
lOO 
lOO 
Sutton Rd. Mixed G i r l s lOO 100 lOO 100 
lOO lOO 
T r e v i l l e St. Boys 150 150 150 150 lOO lOO 
Union St. Boys 
G i r l s 
200 
150 
250 
150 
250 
150 
250 
150 
lOO 
120 
lOO 
120 
Wolsdon St. G i r l s 130. 100 lOO lOO lOO lOO 
Boys 100 lOO lOO lOO 
Cattedown G i r l s lOO lOO lOO 
Mixed 120 120 120 200 lOO lOO 
P u b l i c School 500 500 300 200 
Compton N a t i o n a l Mixed 200 230 lOO lOO 
L a i r a Boys 
G i r l s 
lOO 
100 
lOO 
lOO 
lOO 
lOO 
100 
lOO 
North Road G i r l s 300 300 100 lOO 
Regent St. 
Higher Grada 500 500 450 
St. P e t e r ' s 
Boys 
G i r l s 
125 ' 
lOO 
lOO 
100 
120 
lOO 
120 
80 
Charles, Boys G i r l s 
50 
50* 
lOO 
50 
Greycoat 
Boys 
G i r l s 
50* 
100 
lOO 
lOO 
Holy Cross Boys lOO* 50 
Holy T r i n i t y Boys 
G i r l s 
60* 
60* 
50 
Hyde Park Road Boys 
G i r l s 
150* 
150* 
150 
120 
P r i n c e Rock Boys 
G i r l s 
100 
150 
St. Andrew's Boys 
G i r l s 
75* 
75* 
75 
50 
St. Boniface Boys 50* 50 
St. C atherine's Boys 
G i r l s 
-
25* 
25* 
25 
25 
St. John•s Boys 
G i r l s 
Boys 
120* 
120* 
lOO 
120 
120 
S a l i s b u r y Rd. G i r l s 
Mixed 
lOO* 
100 
T e c h n i c a l Schools Boys 76 
C h r i s t Church Boys 50* 
Household of 
F a i t h G i r l s 50* 
St. James 
Boys 
G i r l s 
lOO* 
lOO* 
* Not s u p p l i e d u n t i l l a t e r . 
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m a k i n g h e a v i e r u s e o f t h e C e n t r a l L i b r a r y a n d t h e n e w b r a n c h l i b r a r i e s ; 
t h e r e d u c t i o n i n t h e s i z e o f s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s b e c a u s e o f t h e o v e r a l l 
i n c r e a s e i n t h e n v u n b e r o f s c h o o l s t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e s c h e m e a l s o m u s t 
h a v e t h r o w n s o m e m o r e p r e s s u r e o n t h e C e n t r a l L i b r a r y f r o m t h e c h i l d r e n 
w h o w e r e n o t s a t i s f i e d w i t h o r w h o h a d e x h a u s t e d t h e i r s c h o o l s t o c k s . 
O n e t h i n g i s c e r t a i n , t h a t t h e i n t e n s i v e u s e o f t h e s m a l l s c h o o l 
l i b r a r y s t o c k o f n o t m o r e t h a n 4 , 0 0 0 v o l u m e s r e s u l t e d i n v e r y h e a v y 
w e a r a n d t e a r . A s e a r l y a s 1 9 0 4 - 5 i t w a s b e i n g r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e 
m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h i s s e c t i o n o f t h e s t o c k w a s m a k i n g h e a v y i n r o a d s i n t o 
t h e b o o k f u n d o f t h e B o r o u g h L i b r a r y , a n d i t w a s h o p e d t h a t t h e E d u c a t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e m i g h t s e e i t s w a y c l e a r t o m a k e a g r a n t ( 4 2 ) , b u t t h i s d o e s 
n o t s e e m t o h a v e h a p p e n e d a n d t h e L i b r a r i a n a g a i n d r e w a t t e n t i o n t o 
t h e f i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m i n 1 9 1 3 - 4 , r e q u e s t i n g g r e a t e r c a r e t o b e t a k e n 
o f t h e b o o k s . 
I t i s n o t d i f f i c u l t t o s e e i n r e t r o s p e c t t h a t t h e s t a n d a r d 
o f s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s s e e m s t o h a v e p e a k e d a b o u t 
1 9 0 1 - 2 , j u s t b e f o r e t h e r e s o u r c e s b e c a m e s e r i o u s l y o v e r s t r e t c h e d b y t h e 
n u m b e r s o f s c h o o l s a n d s c h o l a r s w h i c h w e r e t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e 
n e w L o c a i E d u c a t i o n A u t h o r i t y i n 1 9 0 2 . T h e s c a l e o f t h e s e r v i c e , w i t h 
t h e h e a v y m a i n t e n a n c e c o s t s , w a s • c a u s i n g c o n c e m i n t h e B o r o u g h o f 
P l y m o u t h i n 1 9 1 4 . W h e n t h e a m a l g a m a t i o n o f t h e T h r e e T o w n s t o o k p l a c e , 
t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r y s e r v i c e i m m e d i a t e l y h a d t h e p r o b l e m t o f a c e t h a t t h e 
s c h o o l s o f D e v o n p o r t a n d S t o n e h o u s e h a d n o s c h o o l l i b r a r y s e r v i c e , a n d 
t h e r e n e e d e d t o b e s o m e e q u a l i s a t i o n o f s e r v i c e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e n e w 
C o u n t y B o r o u g h o f P l y m o u t h . I t s e e m s t h a t t h i s p r o b l e m , c o m p o u n d e d 
b y t h e e c o n o m i e s i m p o s e d t h r o u g h t h e W o r l d W a r I , a n d t h e d e a t h o f 
W . H . K . W r i g h t i n 1 9 1 5 , l e d t o t h e s u s p e n s i o n o f t h e s c h o o l l i b r a r y 
s e r v i c e w h i c h h a d p r o v e d t o b e o n e o f t h e e a r l i e s t a n d m o s t c e l e b r a t e d 
i n t h e c o i o n t r y . 
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Table 33 Regulations f o r Plymouth School L i b r a r i e s i n 1906 
"Tbe f o l l o w i n g r e g u l a t i o n s are i n f o r c e f o r tbe management o f 
Scbool L i b r a r i e s : -
(a) Tbe P r i n c i p a l Teacbers are b a l d r e s p o n s i b l e f o r tbe proper 
c a t a l o g u i n g , i s s u i n g , c o l l e c t i n g , and excbanging of tbe books 
f o r t b e i r r e s p e c t i v e departments, but may d e l e g a t e tbe work of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n , e t c . , t o an A s s i s t a n t Teacber, or arrange f o r tbe 
work t o be done i n r o t a t i o n by a l l tbe A s s i s t a n t s i n tbe School. 
(b) On tbe r e c e i p t , r e t u r n , or t r a n s f e r o f books from tbe Free L i b r a r y , 
each book s b a l l be entered on tbe Scbool Catalogue i n tbe Form 
determined. 
(c) A r e c o r d s b a l l be kept i n the "Lending Book" o f tbe names and 
addresses of tbe c b i l d r e n making use of the L i b r a r y , and the data 
and number of each book taken out or r e t u r n e d . Only one work a t 
a time s b a l l be taken by the same c h i l d . 
(d) The whole of the c b i l d r e n whose names appear on the Admission 
R e g i s t e r of the Department, and who are working i n or above 
Standard I I I , s b a l l be e n t i t l e d to the b e n e f i t of the L i b r a r y . The 
P r i n c i p a l Teacber may, however, have the r i g h t of w i t h h o l d i n g books 
from those who are known t o have w i l f u l l y or c a r e l e s s l y damaged or 
i n j u r e d any of the books taken out of the s a i d L i b r a r i e s . 
(e) A s p e c i f i e d time i n each week, most convenient to each p a r t i c u l a r 
School, s b a l l be f i x e d f o r the i s s u e and c o l l e c t i o n of books, which 
s h a l l apply t o a l l c b i l d r e n r e f e r r e d t o i n S e c t i o n D, and such times 
s b a l l be i n s e r t e d on the l a b e l s a f f i x e d to the books, and s h a l l be 
e x h i b i t e d on a c a r d hung on the w a l l s of the School-room. 
(f) A l i s t or catalogue of the books i n the S c h o o l , l e n t by the L i b r a r y 
Committee, s h a l l be hung i n the School where i t can e a s i l y be seen 
and r e f e r r e d t o by the c b i l d r e n . 
(g) Each s e t of books a t c e r t a i n periods s h a l l be r e t u r n e d d i r e c t t o 
the Free Library,- books worn out or otherwise u n f i t f o r c i r c u l a t i o n 
being r e p l a c e d by new copies or other works when deemed d e s i r a b l e . 
Any School L i b r a r y may, however, be r e t a i n e d f o r a f u r t h e r term, i f 
so d e s i r e d by the P r i n c i p a l Teacbers. 
(h) A l l books i n c i r c u l a t i o n , w i t h the remaining p o r t i o n o f the School 
L i b r a r y not i n c i r c u l a t i o n , s h a l l be c o l l e c t e d together a t the 
School f o r i n s p e c t i o n t w i c e i n each year, immediately before the 
Sxammer and Winter h o l i d a y s , or at such times as may be f i x e d by 
the L i b r a r i a n . 
( i ) The General Rules of the Free L i b r a r y Committee s h a l l , as f a r as 
a p p l i c a b l e , be observed, and the Teacbers s h a l l make such 
p e r i o d i c a l r e t u r n s as the L i b r a r i a n may requireV 
Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r i e s 
Report 1905/6, 20. 
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8.4 OTHER LIBRARIE5 IN EDUCATION 1870 - 1914. 
Wlth the exceptlon o f the foregoing Information on the 
Plymouth School L i b r a r y S e r v i c e and the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n s on th r e e 
i n d i v i d u a i s p e c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h e evidence about l i b r a r i e s i s 
v e r y sparse f o r the p e r i o d 1870 t o 1914. To a l a r g e e x t e n t , t h i s i s . 
proba b l y t o be explained i n terms o f t h i s p e r i o d being c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
e a r l y f o r school and c o l l e g e l i b r a r i e s , and consequently t h e normal 
e x p e c t a t i o n ought t o be one o f s m a l l , o c c a s i o n a i l i b r a r i e s , r a t h e r than 
l a r g e , omnipresent l i b r a r i e s i n ed u c a t i o n a l estabiishments. Another 
f a c t o r i s the incompleteness o f t h e l o c a i r e c o r d s i n which some t r a c e s 
o f l i b r a r i e s might have been found. The net r e s u l t i s a meagre one. 
The l i b r a r i e s which were des c r i b e d i n the Plymouth School 
L i b r a r y S e r v i c e were p r i m a r i l y t h e l i b r a r i e s o f schools concemed w i t h 
p u b l i c elementary education, f i r s t the Board Schools, and then some of 
the v o l u n t a r y schools, l o n t i l t h e 1902 Education Act brought a l i but the 
t o t a l l y independent sc h o o l s w i t h i n t h e L o c a i Education A u t h o r i t y of 
Plymouth. An attempt was made, u n s u c c e s s f u l l y , at Devonport, but 
th e Devonport Education Committee or the C o u n c i l i t s e l f would not 
a l l o w t h e scheme t o go forward, probably on f i n a n c i a l grounds. And 
no evidence has been found t o suggest t h a t the few scho o l s a t Stonehouse 
had any l i b r a r i e s . T h i s does not mean t h a t the elementary schools 
were l i t e r a l l y without any book c o l l e c t i o n s besides t h e i r t e x t b o o k s , 
but i t does p o i n t t o any which might have e x i s t e d being t o o i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
to. be n o t i c e d . 'Perhaps i t i s r e l e v a n t t o n o t i c e t h a t Wright him s e l f 
mentioned i n 1901 th a t some o f the Board Schools i n Plymouth had small 
c o l l e c t i o n s o f books o f an elementary c h a r a c t e r besides t h e books l e n t 
from t h e Free L i b r a r y , and t h i s c o u l d a l s o have he l d t r u e i n Devonport 
and Stonehouse. However, i t i s q u i t e l i k e l y t h a t Wright had i n mind 
c o l l e c t i o n s which were connected not w i t h elementary s c h o o l s but w i t h 
the higher grada school and t e c h n i c a l schools, o f which some^slight 
evidence remains. 
A higher grada school had been e s t a b l i s h e d a t Mount St. i n 
Plymouth f o r those c h i l d r e n who had passed Standard 4, and a new 
b u i l d i n g v;as planned f o r i t i n Regent S t . , which i n c l u d e d s p e c i a l 
rooms as w e l l as classroom, one of the designated s p e c i a l rooms being 
a L i b r a r y (44). The Regent St. Higher Grade School was opened i n 
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A p r i i 1897, and the Plymouth Free Librcury Committee added i t t o the 
l i s t o f schools _ i t s u p p l i e d w i t h school l i b r a r i e s . In 1900, on 
t h e t h i r d a n n i v e r s a r y of the school's opening, t h e teachers and parents 
presented a " l i b r a r y of about lOO s p e c i a l l y s e l e c t e d volumes" t o the 
G i r l s Depar-tment, "and t h i s i s being added t o from time t o t i m e " (45). 
I t i s a l s o p o s s i b l e t h a t Wright had i n mind c o l l e c t i o n s funded by the 
School Board, which d i d not, however, a l l e v i a t e t h e Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y ' s 
problem o f maintenance mentioned i n the l a s t s e c t i o n . In t h e Appendix 
t o t h e Plymouth School Board Report c o v e r i n g 1895 t o 1898, t h e r e are 
" P r o v i s i o n s o f the Scheme c o r r e l a t i n g Science and Art t e a c h i n g i n the 
Schools o f the Board", i n which i t i s s t a t e d : 
"As t o Science 
3. That Text Books and Readers t o form small Reference 
L i b r a r i e s be provided f o r each S e n i o r Department, 
c o n t a i n i n g Murche's, B l a c k i e ' s , and Paul B e r t ' s books; 
such L i b r a r i e s t o be added t o from time t o time'.' (46) 
I t i s v e r y l i k e l y t h a t the other higher grade s c t o o l s i n t h e p u b l i c 
education s e c t o r and the h i g h schools i n the p r i v a t e s e c t o r had some 
sma l l l i b r a r i e s s i m i l a r t o the Plymouth p r o v i s i o n , but the r e c o r d s 
have not y i e l d e d any s p e c i f i c evidence e i t h e r on l i b r a r i e s o r on book 
expenditure. 
Both Plymouth and Devonport have l o n g h i s t o r i e s o f t e c h n i c a l 
e d u c a t i o n , s t a r t i n g w i t h t h e mechanics' i n s t i t u t e s . Stonehouse, t o o , 
had some t e c h n i c a l education d u r i n g t h e b r i e f l i f e - s p a n o f i t s own , 
Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e , but apart from t h a t venture the people o f Stone­
house made uee o f the Devonport and. Plymouth f a c i l i t i e s . 
At Devonport, t he Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e was the l o c a t i o n f o r 
not o n l y i t s own c l a s s e s but a l s o the School o f A r t which was opened 
t h e r e i n 1859, p r o v i d i n g c l a s s e s i n t e c h n i c a l drawing f o r Dockyard 
a p p r e n t i c e s as w e l l as o r d i n a r y c l a s s e s i n v a r i o u s kinds o f p a i n t i n g 
and drawing. The Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e was t h e o n l y c e n t r e i n Devon 
and C o m w a l l f o r the examinations o f the S o c i e t y of A r t s , and many of 
i t s own members were amongst the s u c c e s s f u l candidates. The f i r s t 
s c i e n c e c l a s s e s under t he South Kensington scheme were a l s o h e l d i n 
t h e I n s t i t u t e i n 1868, but l a t e r moved t o a Board School. I t became 
common p r a c t i c e f o r evening c l a s s e s t o be.held i n the dayschools 
A s p e c i a l e a r l y development a t Devonport was t b e establishment of the 
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Dockyard School by the Admiralty i n 1844, and t h i s w i l l be described 
i n s e c t i o n 8.5. 
In Plymouth,there were o c c a s i o n a i a r t c l a s s e s i n the 1850s 
and 1860S, and a Plymouth School o f A r t i n P r i n c e s s Square which 
remained as a separate e n t i t y even when t h e Plymouth T e c h n i c a l School 
opened i n 1894 (47). I t was a l o c a i man. Dr. M e r r i f i e l d , who took 
the Science and A r t Department's examinations f o r t e a c h e r s ' c e r t i f i c a t e s 
i n 1860, and became the f i r s t teacber o f Science under t h a t Department's 
scheme south o f the Thames (48). He became the headmaster of the 
Plymouth N a v i g a t i o n School which was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1862; t h i s school 
provided education ranging from t he boys p r e p a r i n g f o r a career at 
sea t o t h e o f f i c e r s studying f o r t h e i r Board o f Trade Master's 
C e r t i f i c a t e . ' The Plymouth School o f Science was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1865, 
and c l a s s e s were he l d i n n e a r l y a l i o f the twenty-three s u b j e c t s i n the 
Directory of the Science and A r t Department; t he School was one of the 
l a r g e s t o f i t s k i n d i n the country. 
No t r a c e s of l i b r a r i e s have been d i s c o v e r e d i n connection 
with these e a r l y c l a s s e s of a p p l i e d science and a r t , and the members 
were p r o b a b l y f o r c e d t o depend upon such l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n as they 
could f i n d i n the Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s L i b r a r i e s and l a t e r the p u b l i c 
1 i b r a r i e s . 
In Plymouth attempts were made as e a r l y as 1868 t o obt a i n 
a c e n t r a i t e c h n i d a l school- b u i l d i n g i n which t h e s c a t t e r e d a r t and 
Sciences c l a s s e s c o u l d be h e l d , and a s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t was opened 
i n 1870, w i t h such poor r e s u l t s t h a t n o t h i n g more was done u n t i l t h e 
Queen's J u b i l e e year i n 1887. A town meeting d e c l a r e d i n favour of 
a t e c h n i c a l school as an ap p r o p r i a t e j u b i l e e memorial, and over £3,000 
was soon promised. Delays occurred, and t h e Technical Education Act 
1889 and the "whisky money" r e l e a s e d by t h e Locai Taxation (Customs 
and Excise) Act 1890 brought the Borough C o u n c i l more completely i n t o 
the Situation. The r e s u l t was t h a t the new Sc i e n c e , A r t and Technic a l 
Schools b u i l d i n g was opened i n September 1892. I t had a small 
r e f e r e n c e l i b r a r y , probably provided on a s i m i l a r b a s i s t o the former 
Science C l a s s e s a l r e a d y quoted, and t h e r e was an arrangement by 
which any books and p e r i o d i c a l s r e q u i r e d c o u l d be obtained from the 
Borough Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y (49). The Chairman o f the Committee which 
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supervised the érection and opening o f the T e c h n i c a l School was 
John S h e l l y , a member o f the Free L i b r a r y Coiranittee and l a t e r of 
the Education Committee. He presented some books t o the A r t School 
of the Plymouth M u n i c i p a l Science,Art and T e c h n i c a l Schools i n 1902, 
of which two volumes bave s u r v i v e d , w i t h the bookplate shown i n 
F i g , 35. 
Devonport T e c h n i c a l School was i n e x i s t e n c e i n 1893, but 
was hampered by the l a c k o f i t s own b u i l d i n g u n t i l 1899. The o r i g i n 
o f i t s own l i b r a r y has not been uncovered, but probably some form o f 
c e n t r a l reference c o l l e c t i o n began t o be c o l l e c t e d from t h a t time. 
Both Plymouth and Devonport might a l s o bave made use o f th e c e n t r a l 
South Kensington L i b r a r y , which loaned books t o p r o v i n c i a l schools 
f o r up t o twelve weeks a t a time, although the a l l o c a t i o n was o n l y 
two f o l i o s , or fou r quartes, or eigh t octavos a t a time (50). 
A few ot h e r oddments remain t o be n o t i c e d i n the pre-1914 
h i s t o r y of l i b r a r i e s i n education and t r a i n i n g . The School of 
Nav i g a t i o n was not t h e o n l y p r o v i s i o n f o r t r a i n i n g f o r the merchant 
navy, f o r i n 1874 t h e t r a i n i n g s h i p Mount Edgcumbe was inaugurated, 
t o t r a i n a complément o f about 2 50 boys f o r t h e merchant s e r v i c e . 
I t was run as an i n d u s t r i a l s c h o o l , and one of th e f a c i l i t i e s on board 
was a small l i b r a r y , as was common i n the r o y a l n a v a l t r a i n i n g ships 
a l s o at t h a t time (51). 
The t e a c h e r s ' t r a i n i n g c o l l e g e o f St . Mark & St. John 
moved t o Plymouth i n 1973 from London, and i s not p r o p e r l y a part o f 
t h i s study, a l t h o u g h it..was fomded i n 1840 and has a L i b r a r y w i t h a 
long h i s t o r y . In Plymouth, the o n l y l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n f o r student 
t e a c h e r s , apart from t h e Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y which th e y used e x t e n s i v e l y 
from 1876, seems t o bave been a small c o l l e c t i o n o f books provided by 
the Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y Committee at the P u p i l Teacher Centre i n t h e 
S a l i s b u r y Rd. Board School (52). 
The next t h r e e s e c t i o n s c o n t a i n the i n d i v i d u a l h i s t o r i e s o f 
the most f \ i l l y documented l i b r a r i e s i n e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the 
Three Towns i n the pre-1914 p e r i o d . The Dockyard School c o n s i s t s o f 
c i v i l i a n workers a l t h o u g h i t i s an Ad m i r a l t y s c h o o l , and seems more 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y c o n s i d e r e d i n t h i s chapter,- w h i l e t h e T r a i n i n g School f o r 
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Engineers, which l a t e r became t b e Royal Naval E n g i n e e r i n g C o l l e g e , 
bad much i n common w i t h t b e Dpckyard School i n i t s e a r l y y e a r s , 
and seems app r o p r i a t e as a s p e c i a l development of t e c b n i c a l education 
r a t ber than a separate devlopment i n tbe next chapter on t b e l i b r a r i e s 
o f t b e Armed S e r v i c e s . The f i n a l l i b r a r y t o be s t u d i e d belonged 
t e a p r i v a t e t h e o l o g i c a l c o l l e g e , i n which young men were educated 
f o r t h e m i n i s t r y , but l a t e r t h e courses were made a v a i l a b l e t o others 
as g e n e r a l courses l e a d i n g t o the e x t e m a l degrees o f London U n i v e r s i t y . 
F i g . 35 Bookplate, Plymouth M u n i c i p a l Science, A r t and 
Te c b n i c a l Schools. A r t School, 1902. 
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8.5 DEVONPORT DPCKYARD SCHOOL 
The Royal Dockyards c o n t a l n a wide v a r i e t y of t r a d e s i n 
which a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s are served; the most important i s t h a t o f s h i p r 
wiright, but a ränge of o t h e r s bave been present such as engineers, 
e l e c t r i c a l f i t t e r s , b o i l e r - m a k e r s , coppersmiths, rope-makers, sail-makers, 
e t c . , a c c o r d i n g t o the contemporary t e c h n o l o g i e s i n use. An e a r l y 
attempt was made by the Navy Board i n 1664 t o g a i n some c o n t r o l over the 
e n t r y and t r a i n i n g o f appreri t i c e s , when i t ordered that every shipwright 
a p p r e n t i c e should be 16 at e n t r y and serve f o r seven years (53). From 
t h a t time onwards a s e r i e s o f measures t o c o n t r o l and improve the 
education and t r a i n i n g of a p p r e n t i c e s was g r a d u a l l y brought i n t o e f f e c t , 
but at the beginning of the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t h e r e was no e d u c a t i o n a l 
t e s t b e f o r e entry and many dockyard workers c o u l d not read or w r i t e ; 
Lord Barham set up a Commission on the C i v i l A f f a i r s o f the Navy (54) 
which recoramended t h a t t e a c h e r s should be appointed t o t e a c h r e a d i n g , 
w r i t i n g and a r i t h m e t i c . The recommendations were not adopted s t r a i g h t 
away, but g r a d u a l l y the advent o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l changes, such as the 
replacement of s a l i by steam engines and the e v o l u t i o n of i r o n c l a d ships 
i n s t e a d of vraoden v e s s e l s , made i t necessary t o bave batter educated 
employees. In 1842 the A d m i r a l t y decided t o e s t a b l i s h Dockyard Schools 
f o r the education of a p p r e n t i c e s , and these were the f i r s t s chools t o 
p r o v i d e modem t e c b n i c a l education although the e a r l y e f f o r t s l e f t much 
t o be desired. On 28 November 1842 a l e t t e r was sent t o a l i Dockyards 
a u t h o r i z i n g the establishment o f evening schools i n the Dockyards f o r 
the a p p r e n t i c e s , t o secure t o them the b e n e f i t s both of a r e l i g i o u s 
and a p r o f e s s i o n a l education " (55) . At f i r s t i t was necessary t o t e a c h 
b a s i c l i t e r a c y , but from 1847 i t was an o f f i c i a i p r e - r e q u i s i t e of e n t r y 
t h a t an a p p r e n t i c e should be a b l e t o read and w r i t e and be acquainted 
w i t h simple a r i t h m e t i c ; although an advertisement f o r n a v a l a p p r e n t i c e s 
at Devonport i n 1848 only i n d i c a t e s t h a t "boys able t o read and w r i t e 
w i l l have the preference" (56). A schoolmaster was t o be appointed, 
and a p p r e n t i c e s of a l i trades were r e q u i r e d t o attend the d a i l y s c h o o l , 
which commenced one and a h a l f hours before the Yard c l o s e d every a f t e r -
noon and l a s t e d t h r e e hours, v i z . h a l f o f the education was provided i n 
Dockyard time and h a l f i n the a p p r e n t i c e s ' own time. The system of 
I n s t r u c t i o n provided f o r f i v e c l a s s e s , of which the lowest t h r e e included 
Students graded by attainments r e g a r d l e s s of age, and provided the b a s i c 
course i n reading, w r i t i n g , a r i t h m e t i c , s c r i p t u r e , h i s t o r y and geography. 
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The best students at the end o f t h e t h i r d year examinations c o u l d go 
forward onto a two year course o f bigber i n s t r u c t i o n on aspects o f n a v a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , i n c l u d i n g the p r i n c i p i e s o f s h i p c o n s t r u c t i o n and appro­
p r i a t e mechanics, h y d r o s t a t i c s and mathematics. A career progpect was 
prov i d e d f o r the most ab l e s t u d e n t s , who a f t e r t h r e e years c o u l d expect 
t o become l e a d i n g men, and e v e n t u a l l y foramen and f i n a l l y master s h i p ­
wright s. 
The f i r s t Dockyard School t o open was at Chatham i n 1843, but 
Devonport was not long a f t e r w a r d s , opening on 7 August 1844. A s t a b l e 
b u i l d i n g i n the o l d South Yard was converted i n t o two classrooms. 
"Two rooms have been f i t t e d up i n a very s u p e r i o r manner 
f o r the purpose, and every v a r i e t y of necessary books and 
mathematical Instruments have been s u p p l i e d by t h e 
Government i n the most l i b e r a l manner'.' (57) 
The books were textbooks r e q u i s i t i o n e d from the A d m i r a l t y , and were the 
same as those p r e v i o u s l y put i n t o use at Chatham and Portsmouth (58). 
Two masters were appointed, as Devonport was one of the l a r g e s t yards 
and t h e number of appr e n t i c e s scheduled t o attend the school i n the 
f i r s t year was over 250. The f i r s t master was a foreman o f s h i p w r i g h t s 
who was seconded f u i I t i m e t o the work; and the second master was a c l e r k 
i n t h e storekeeper's department, who was at f i r s t o n l y a p a r t - t i m e 
t e a c h e r . The m o n i t o r i a l system was adopted, and t e n p u p i l s were chosen 
t o a s s i s t the masters i n t h a t way. Attendance was compulsory f o r the 
a p p r e n t i c e s , and a system of f i n e s was introduced instead o f c o r p o r a l 
punishment, w i t h the i n t e n t i o n t h a t the income from that source c o u l d be 
used f o r such t h i n g s as the purchase of p r i z e s t o be given q u a r t e r l y t o 
the best students. 
I t was not long before l i b r a r l e s made t h e i r appearance i n t h e 
Dockyard Schools, as the r e s u l t o f e x t e m a l encouragement r a t h e r than 
l o c a i i n i t i a t i v e . From 1846 - 1853 the Dockyard Schools were inspected 
on b e h a l f o f the A d m i r a l t y by t h e Senior Inspector o f Schools under t h e 
Committee o f C o u n c i l on Education, the Rev. H. I4osleyj and he made 
many recommendations which were r a p i d l y adopted f o r the improvement o f 
the schools. These in c l u d e d t h e adoption o f par t - t i m e day as w e l l as 
evening c l a s s e s , the consequent i n c r e a s e i n f u l l t i m e masters, the i n t r o r 
d u c t i o n o f p r a c t i c a l science and the r e q u i s i t e supply of apparatus, t h e 
p r e p a r a t i o n o f s u i t a b l e textbooks which students could be allowed t o take 
home, the replacement o f the m o n i t o r i a l system, and the establishment of 
l e n d i n g l i b r a r l e s at each s c h o o l . I t was i n b i s r e p o r t on the schools 
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In e a r l y 1848 t h a t he recommended t h a t : 
"Each dockyard school ought moreover t o be provided w l t h 
a l e n d i n g l l b r a r y V (59) 
E v l d e n t l y no school had t h a t amenity, f o r he s p e c l f l c a l l y remarked i n 
connection w l t h Sheerness: 
" ... and here, as elsewhere, I have been s u r p r i s e d t o 
f i n d t h a t no l e n d i n g l i b r a r y has been provided f o r t h e 
use o f the apprenticesV (60) 
Apparently he was not completely s a t i s f i e d w i t h the textbooks i n use 
e i t h e r , and i t was through b i s i n f l u e n c e t h a t a l i s t o f books was sent 
t o the Dockyard Schools i n October 1848 (61). The f i r s t s e c t i o n o f 
the l i s t c o n s i s t e d of twenty two t i t l e s o f textbooks, and i t i s not 
e n t i r e l y c l e a r whether they were simply intended t o be added t o the 
c l a s s t e x t s o r whether they were t o be in c l u d e d i n a l e n d i n g c o l l e c t i o n 
i n c o n f o n n i t y w i t h the recommendations he had a l r e a d y made. Probably 
Mosley d i d envisage t h a t some would be a v a i l a b l e f o r l e n d i n g , f o r the 
second p a r t o f b i s l i s t appears t o be b i s recommendations f o r a small 
reference c o l l e c t i o n ; the l a t t e r c o n s i s t e d o n l y of nine t i t l e s but 
spanned a ränge of s u b j e c t s : ' 
"Johnson's D i c t i o n a r y 
D i c t i o n a r y of the A r t s 
Moseley's Mechanical P r i n c i p l e s of Engineering 
Goodwin's Course o f Mathematics 
W a l l i s ' s P r i n c i p l e s of Mechanism 
Hymer's Trigonometry 
P o r t e r ' s Evidences of C h r i s t i a n i t y 
Barne's-Commentary on the Holy S c r i p t u r e s 
N i c h o l ' s Help t o Reading t h e Bible'.' (62) 
In 1849 Mosley was able t o r e p o r t t h a t l i b r a r i e s had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n some sc h o o l s , w i t h Devonport being among t h i s f i r s t 
group. At Devonport, he re p o r t e d , a l e n d i n g l i b r a r y had been opened 
r e c e n t l y , and contained 300 - 400 volumes (63) . T h i s was not as l a r g e 
as Woolwich, which had a l e n d i n g l i b r a r y o f 1,100 volumes which were 
a v a i l a b l e t o dockyard l a b o u r e r s as w e l l as the ap p r e n t i c e s (64); but 
i t was b e t t e r than Portsmouth where "about a dozen books represent the 
l i b r a r y o f the school" (65). The ot h e r schools had not yet e s t a b l i s h e d 
l i b r a r i e s , f o r i n b i s next report Mosley recommended again t h a t : 
" ... Lending L i b r a r i e s , s i m i l a r t o those at Portsmouth, 
Devonport, and VJoolwich, might w i t h advantage be e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n the other yards'.' (66) 
The method by which the l i b r a r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d seems t o have been 
through donations and s u b s c r i p t i o n s , such as at Chatham v/here the L i b r a r y 
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was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1851 by means of books given by tbe Admirai and 
books to tbe valu e o f £23.. 16s. whicb bad been purchased from c o n t r i -
butions (67). I t seems l i k e l y that some o f tbe f i n e s l e v i e d on tbe 
apprentices f o r misdemeanours migbt bave been a p p l i e d to book purcbase 
i n a d d i t i o n t o tbe s u b s c r i p t i o n s whicb they c o n t r i b u t e d . 
In 1853 Rev. Mosley was replaced as the Admiralty's Inspecter 
by Dr. Woolley, who continued to undertake that office when the Educa-
tion Department of Privy Council was charged with the responsibility 
of inspecting Admiralty Schools, including Dockyard Schools, from 1856 
onwards. Fortionately one of thèse early published reports provides 
some détails about the Dockyard libraries (68), the substance of whicb 
i s contained in Table 34. 
Table 34 Dockyard school libraries in 1858-9. 
No. No. Subscribers Ratios Annual Av. par 
vols. O f f i - Men Boys Vols. Boys incoma Subscriber 
cers Subs. £. s. d. 
Chatham 935 20 46 54 8 17 19. 0. O. 69d. 
Deptford 1,230 33 6 21 20 59 16.16. 1. 67d. 
Devonport 618 4 2 116 5 5 12.16, 0. 25d. 
Portsmouth 2,964 32 160 109 lO 27 32.11. 0. 26d. 
+ 20. O. O. (Admiralty) 
Pembroke No l i b r a r y 
Sheemess L i b r a r y r e t u r n r e p o r t e d m i s l a i d 
Woolwich 1,329 12 116 64 7 21 16. O. O. 20d. 
Table 35 Dockyard school enrolments, Christmas 1857. 
Chatham 
Deptford 
Devonport 
Pembroke 
Portsmouth 
Sheemess 
Woolwich 
Apprentices 
86 
73 
116 
57 
100 
75 
74 
Factory and 
hired boys 
54 
43 
116 
8 
63 
Total 
140 
73 
159 
57 
216 
83 
137 
Library subscribers 
as % 
of Appren-
tices 
. 63 
29 
100 
100 
•p 
86 
of 
t o t a l 
39 
29 
73 
50 
? 
48 
581 284 865 
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These e a r l y l i b r a r i e s v a r y c o n s i d e r a b l y , not o n l y i n t h e s i z e of t h e i r 
stock, but a l s o i n t h e i r memberships and incomes, which suggests t h a t 
much was l e f t t o l o c a l i n i t i a t i v e . Devonport, d e s p i t e i t s e a r l y s t a r t , 
was the s m a l l e s t b o t h i n a c t u a l stock and a l s o i n t h e r a t i o o f stock t o 
the number of boys and t o the t o t a l number o f s u b s c r i b e r s . I t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g t o see t h a t at Portsmouth and I'toolwich t h e men outnumbered 
the boys, suggesting t h a t these l i b r a r i e s were, l i k e Chatham, open t o 
a l l Dockyard workers. The o f f i c e r s were probably those o f f i c e r s o f the 
Dockyard who taught the a p p r e n t i c e s , f o r the fülltime masters were aided 
by many par t - t i m e s p e c i a l i s t s . I t seems l i k e l y t h a t each group of 
s u b s c r i b e r s p a i d a d i f f e r e n t s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e , f o r i t seems most u n l i k e l y 
t h a t the boys at Chatham and Deptford could have a f f o r d e d the much 
higher average s u b s c r i p t i o n s than t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s at Devonport, but 
the v a r i a t i o n s c o u l d be accounted f o r by d i f f e r e n t r a t e s from the 
o f f i c e r s and men. Portsmouth seems to have been unique i n having 
r e c e i v e d an A d m i r a l t y grant f o r the L i b r a r y , and t h i s i s probably t o be 
explained i n terms of the more advanced t r a i n i n g which was a v a i l a b l e 
there t o the best students emerging from the s e n i o r c l a s s e s at the other 
Dockyard schools. The l i b r a r y s u b s c r i b e r s t a t i s t i c s are a l s o i n t e r e s t i n g , 
when compared w i t h the number of students at the s c h o o l s , as shown i n 
Table -35 , from which the r e l a t i v e importance of the seven schools can 
be seen. Devonport had t h e second l a r g e s t number o f p u p i l s , but the 
l a r g e s t number of a p p r e n t i c e s (69). The h i g h percentage of l i b r a r y 
membership at Devonport suggests t h a t a l l of the a p p r e n t i c e s were r e q u i r e d 
t o e n r o l as members, and the same was probably t r u e at Portsmouth, f o r 
the many s i m i l a r i t i e s between these two l a r g e yards probably extended 
a l s o i n t o the school and l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n g e n e r a l l y . Another i n t e r ­
e s t i n g point i s t h a t Devonport had both the s m a l l e s t stock and the highest 
percentage membership; i f the membership had been v o l u n t a r y and 
e n t h u s i a s t i c , i t c o u l d be expected t h a t the l i b r a r y stock would show 
more evidence o f expansion t o s u s t a i n t h e demand.' But, although 
Devonport was i n 1861-2 " f a r i n advance of a l l other p o r t s as regards 
education " (70), t h i s was probably due t o the improved t e a c h i n g which 
had been intr o d u c e d by i t s Headmaster r a t h e r than any e x t r a l u s t r e 
added through l i b r a r y support, f o r even i n 1857 the m o n i t o r i a l system 
was s t i l l i n use at Devonport. 
There seems t o be a f o r t y year gap before t h e next reference 
t o the Devonport Dockyard L i b r a r y . In t h a t i n t e r v e n i n g p e r i o d there had 
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b e e n a n u m b e r o f c h a n g e s a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e D o c k y a r d s c h o o l s 
g e n e r a l l y , w i t h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f o p e n c o m p e t i t i v e e n t r a n c e e x a m i n a t i o n s , 
t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f h e t e r o g e n o u s c l a s s e s b y a p p r e n t i c e s m o r e o n a l e v e l 
o f e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t , w h i c h p e r m i t t e d a m o r e d e f i n i t e s y s t e m o f 
i n s t r u c t i o n a n d l e d t o h i g h e r g e n e r a l s t a n d a r d s . S o m e o f t h e c o m p u l s i o n 
h a d b e e n r e m o v e d , a l t h o u g h s h i p w r i g h t a p p r e n t i c e s w e r e s t i l l r e q u i r e d 
t o u n d e r g o a t h r e e y e a r c o u r s e ; a n d t h e g e n e r a l s t a n d a r d o f m o t i v a t i o n 
w a s h i g h e r . T h e s u b j e c t s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e w e r e 
m u c h a s b e f o r e , w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n o f p h y s i c a l s c i e n c e a n d i n d u s t r i a l 
m e c h a n i c s , a n d t h e N e w c a s t l e C o m m i s s i o n i n 1861 w a s p l e a s e d t o f i n d t h a t 
t h e r e w e r e v o l x i n t a r y a t t e n d e r s a t t h e h i g h e r l e v e l c l a s s e s i n t r i g o n o ­
m e t r y , d e s c r i p t i v e g e o m e t r y , m e c h a n i c s , h y d r o s t a t i c s a n d c a l c u l u s (71). 
T h e a c a d e m i c c l i m a t e h a d d e v e l o p e d g r a d u a l l y i n t o o n e i n w h i c h a m u c h 
g r e a t e r a p p r e c i a t i o n o f b o o k s m i g h t b e a n t i c i p a t e d . T h e C h a t h a m L i b r a r y 
r e c e i v e d A d m i r a l t y g r a n t s i n 1861 a n d 1865 (72), a n d i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 
s i m i l a r g r a n t s w e r e m a d e t o D e v o n p o r t a l t h o u g h t h e y w e r e n o t s p e c i f i e d 
s e p a r a t e l y i n t h e A d m i r a l t y ' s Estimates a n d Appropriations. I n t h e 
1880s t h e e n g i n e e r a p p r e n t i c e s w h o h a d p r e v i o u s l y a t t e n d e d t h e D o c k y a r d 
S c h o o l a t D e v o n p o r t s e p a r a t e d f r o m i t , f o r m i n g p a r t o f t h e D e v o n p o r t 
T r a i n i n g S c h o o l f o r E n g i n e e r S t u d e n t s w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e d a s e p a r a t e 
l i b r a r y ( s e e n e x t s e c t i o n ) . I n 1893 t h e D e v o n p o r t T e c h n i c a l S c h o o l 
w a s o p e n e d , a n d s o m e o f i t s c o u r s e s w e r e s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d b y t h e 
D o c k y a r d e m p l o y e e s i n c l u d i n g a p p r e n t i c e s . S o m e c l a s s e s f o r w h i c h t h e 
T e c h n i c a l S c h o o l w a s b e t t e r e q u i p p e d t h a n t h e D o c k y a r d S c h o o l w e r e 
n o l o n g e r h e l d a t t h e l a t t e r , a n d a s t r o n g c o o p e r a t i o n e x i s t e d b e t w e e n 
t h e s c h o o l s ; f o r e x a m p l e , i n 1894 t h e D o c k y a r d a p p r e n t i c e s f o r m e d a 
s u b s t a n t i a l p e r c e n t a g e o f c l a s s e s i n M a c h i n e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d d r a w i n g . 
A p p l i e d m e c h a n i c s . P h y s i c s , a n d S t e a m , a n d t h e a t t e n d a n c e o f o t h e r 
D o c k y a r d e m p l o y e e s m e a n t t h a t t h e t o t a l D o c k y a r d s u p p o r t f o r t h e s e c l a s s e s 
w a s w e l l o v e r 80%. A l o n g w i t h t h e s e n e w e d u c a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s t h e r e 
e m e r g e d n e w l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s a l s o , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r y 
w h i c h h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1882. H o w d i d t h e s e c h a n g e s a f f e c t t h e 
D o c k y a r d L i b r a r y ? T h e o r e t i c a l l y , t h e i n c r e a s i n g e m p h a s i s o n s c i e n c e 
a n d t e c h n o l o g y t h r o u g h o u t t h e c e n t u r y s h o u l d h a v e r e s u l t e d i n u s e f u l 
t e c h n i c a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c c o l l e c t i o n s , b u t t h i s d o e s n o t s e e m t o h a v e 
h a p p e n e d . A n a n n u a l g r a n t o f £10 w a s m a d e b y t h e A d m i r a l t y t o e a c h 
D o c k y a r d f o r b o o k s o n s c i e n t i f i c s u b j e c t s , f o r t h e u s e o f t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l 
o f f i c e r s o f t h e y a r d , b u t w i t h p e r m i s s i o n f o r t h e b o o k s t o b e u s e d b y 
t h e s u b s c r i b e r s t o t h e D o c k y a r d L i b r a r i e s (73). A t C h a t h a m t h e b o o k s 
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were added t o the Dockyard School L i b r a r y , but a t Devonport they were 
kept i n the o f f i c e s of the C h i e f C o n s t r u c t o r , C h i e f Engineer, and 
other o f f i c e r s , where by 190O they formed a v a l u a b l e but i n a c c e s s i b l e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f about 20O modern works on n a v a l e n g i n e e r i n g , a r c h i t e c t u r e 
e t c . (74). The School L i b r a r y had by t h a t year grown to about 4,000 
volumes, but i t seems t o have become a g e n e r a l l i b r a r y not o n l y i n i t s 
stock but a l s o i n i t s membership. I t had become known as the Royal 
Dockyard Lending L i b r a r y , and the s u b s c r i b e r s c o n s i s t e d i n 190O of 
73 o f f i c e r s , 4 workmen, and 43 a p p r e n t i c e s . The s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s were 
5s. per annum f o r " s e n i o r members" and 2s. 2d. per anniam f o r a p p r e n t i c e s , 
the whole t o t a l l i n g about E30; no other income seems to have been 
a v a i l a b l e , but the whole of t h a t sum was a p p l i e d t o book purchase. The 
stock was d i v i d e d i n t o e i g h t s u b j e c t c l a s s e s : D i v i n i t y ; H i s t o r y , 
biography and geography; Voyages and t r a v e l s ; P o e t r y , language and 
l i t e r a t u r e ; A r t and Science; N a t u r a l h i s t o r y and botany; Magazines; 
and Reference works. A " c l a s s i f i e d catalogue" was p r i n t e d i n 1889, w i t h 
an a l p h a b e t i c a l subarrangement by author i n each c l a s s , but no copy 
has been l o c a t e d . The o p e r a t i o n of the L i b r a r y was simple. Books 
were on open access, and the L i b r a r y was open on weekdays f o r borrowing 
. from lO - 11.30 a.m. and 3 - 4 p.m., and 11 - 11.30 a.m. on Saturdays. 
The (unknown) L i b r a r i a n recorded the i s s u e i n a ledger which made the 
u s u a l p r o v i s i o n f o r : date i s s u e d , number of volumes, borrower's name, 
date r e t u r n e d , and t i t l e . The L i b r a r y was managed by a Committee, 
which was composed of " o f f i c e r s of the Dockyard" - but the Headmaster 
o f the School h e l d the o f f i c e s o f P r e s i d e n t , S e c r e t a r y and Hon. Treasurer. 
The Committee met every s i x months to choose the books, which any of 
the 120 r e g i s t e r e d s u b s c r i b e r s c o u l d recommend. 
Another gap i n the h i s t o r y of t h i s L i b r a r y occurs a f t e r the 
d e s c r i p t i o n of i t s o p e r a t i o n i n 1900-1, but i t appears l i k e l y t h a t the 
L i b r a r y i n 1914 was l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t from i t s s t a t e i n 1900. Probably 
the Dockyard L i b r a r y was, l i k e i t s counterpart i n the T r a i n i n g School f o r 
Engineer students, f a r from being an a c t i v e a i d i n the t e c h n i c a l 
education and t r a i n i n g of the community i t was o r i g i n a l l y intended t o 
serve. 
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8.6 D E V O N P O R T T R A I N I N G S C H O O L F O R E N G I N E E R S T U D E N T S 
T h e n e e d f o r h i g h l y e d u c a t e d s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n i c a l m e n 
t o s u p e r i n t e n d e n g i n e e r i n g m e c h a n i c s i n t h e a g e o f s t e a m h a d b e e n 
f o r e s e e n a s e a r l y a s 1834 b y t h e a u t h o r o f t h e f i r s t s t e a m m a n u a l , 
O t w a y ' s Treatise on steam navigation; b u t a l t h o u g h t h e E n g i n e e r i n g 
B r a n c h o f t h e N a v y w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1836, i t w a s m a n y d e c a d e s b e f o r e 
a d e q u a t e s p e c i a l i s t t r a i n i n g f a c i l i t i e s a n d c a r e e r p r o s p e c t s b e c a m e 
a v a i l a b l e . " E n g i n e e r b o y s " a t t e n d e d t h e D o c k y a r d S c h o o l s a s " f a c t o r y 
b o y s " , o f w h o m t h e r e w e r e t h i r t e e n a m o n g t h e " f a c t o r y a n d h i r e d b o y s " 
c o n t i n g e n t a t D e v o n p o r t D o c k y a r d S c h o o l i n 1858. T h e " E n g i n e e r b o y s " 
h a d n o d i f f e r e n t s t a t u s f r o m t h e o t h e r D o c k y a r d a p p r e n t i c e s , f o r t h e y 
w e r e n o t ' e n t e r e d i n ' t h e N a v y u n t i l t h e y h a d c o m p l e t e d t h e i r s i x y e a r s 
t r a i n i n g a n d b e c a m e q u a l i f i e d (75). I n 1863 t h e t i t l e w a s c h a n g e d f r o m 
" E n g i n e e r b o y " t o " E n g i n e e r s t u d e n t " , a n d p r o m o t i o n e x a m i n a t i o n s w e r e 
i n t r o d u c e d f o r e v e r y r a n k u p t o C h i e f E n g i n e e r , t h e s y l l a b i f o r w h i c h 
i n c l u d e d g e n e r a l s u b j e c t s a s w e l l a s s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y . T h e 
e n g i n e e r s t u d e n t s s t i l l r e m a i n e d e f f e c t i v e l y c i v i l i a n s u n t i l a C o m m i t t e e 
o n t h e s t a t u s o f t r a i n i n g o f e n g i n e e r s r e p o r t e d i n 1875 t h a t m i l i t a r y 
s t a t u s s h o u l d b e g r a n t e d t o t h e m a n d t h a t h o s t e l s s h o u l d b e p r o v i d e d 
i n t h e D o c k y a r d s f o r t h e m . A l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y a n o l d b a t t l e s h i p , 
H . M . S . Marlborough, w a s f i t t e d u p f o r t h e s t u d e n t s a t P o r t s m o u t h , a n d 
t h e D e v o n p o r t T r a i n i n g S c h o o l f o r E n g i n e e r S t u d e n t s w a s b u i l t i n 
K e y h a m R o a d D e v o n p o r t . O n 1 J u l y 1880 t h e T r a i n i n g S c h o o l w a s o p e n e d 
b y t h e t r a n s f e r t o i t o f t h e H . M . S . Marlborough s t u d e n t s . T h e c o u r s e 
c o n s i s t e d o f a n i n t e g r a t e d p a t t e r n o f l e c t u r e s a n d p r a c t i c a l w o r k i n t h e 
D o c k y a r d , a n d i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s t h e e n g i n e e r s t u d e n t s s h a r e d t h e s a m e 
t u i t i o n a s t h e D o c k y a r d a p p r e n t i c e s , b u t t h i s w a s s o o n s h o w n t o b e 
l i n s a t i s f a c t o r y . T h e p o o r e x a m i n a t i o n p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e e n g i n e e r 
s t u d e n t s w a s g i v i n g c o n c e r n i n 1886, a n d i t w a s d e c i d e d t o a p p o i n t 
m a s t e r s o f u n i v e r s i t y s t a n d i n g f o r t h e e n g i n e e r s t u d e n t s i n s t e a d o f 
l e a v i n g t h e m e n t i r e l y d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e D o c k y a r d S c h o o l (76), I n 
1888 t h e h i g h l y r e s p e c t e d a c a d e m i c P r o f e s s o r W o r t h i n g t o n w a s a p p o i n t e d 
t o h e a d t h e m i x t u r e o f a c a d e i m i c s t a f f w h o h e l d p e r m a n e n t p o s t s a n d t h e 
n a v a l o f f i c e r s w h o u s u a l l y s e r v e d t h e r e a b o u t t h r e e y e a r s . T h e T r a i n i n g 
S c h o o l b e g a n t o m o v e a p a r t f r o m t h e D o c k y a r d C o l l e g e , a n d t h e e n g i n e e r 
s t u d e n t s w e r e n o w i n n e e d o f t h e i r o w n l i b r a r y . 
A l i b r a r y h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d i n J a n u a r y 1880 o n H . M . S . 
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Marlìxjrough at Portsmouth, as i s known from the e x i s t e n c e o f a few 
books i n the L i b r a r y of the Royal Naval Engineering College Manadon 
which bear t h e f o l l o w i n g l a b e l : 
"TRAINING SCHOOL 
ENGINEER STUDENTE 
T h i s L i b r a r y was founded i n January, 
1880. I t i s i s s u e d on l o a n subject t o the 
Rules l a i d down i n the General Régulations 
fo r Engineer Students and i s independent 
of the o r d i n a r y Ship's L i b r a r y , and i s the 
proper t y of the T r a i n i n g SchoolV 
About 560 books were t r a n s f e r r e d from the t r a i n i n g ship t o Devonport, 
and i t seems l i k e l y t h a t between .1880 and 1886 the students used t h e 
Dockyard L i b r a r y and t h e i r own s m a l l l i b r a r y ; but they were dépendent 
m a i n l y upon t h e i r own resources. Bach student was provided w i t h one 
bo o k s h e l f i n b i s c u b i c l e , and must bave purchased any s u i t a b l e books 
he c o u l d a f f o r d . One of the f i r s t students at Keyham was F r a n c i s H. 
L i s t e r , whose l e t t e r s bave been preserved and are now i n the N a t i o n a l 
Maritime Muséum; on 11 December 1881 he wrote: 
"My p r i z e t h i s time am.ounts t o £2.5.0 i n books, 
published p r i c e s . I w i l l complete Thackeray's 
Works and get a few t e c h n i c a l books as wellV (78) 
Another e a r l y piece of évidence t h a t each student provided h i s own 
books comes i n the form of an amusing anonymous poem, w r i t t e n by a 
student at the T r a i n i n g School i n 1889-90 a f t e r a grim evening w r e s t l i n g 
w i t h "the I n t e g r a i " : 
"TO MY BOOKS 
Grim dusty tomes w i t h t i t l e s strange and r a r e , 
That stand i n two l o n g rows above my bed. 
And ever watch the p i l l o w where my head 
Reposes a f t e r each day's wear and t e a r . 
You are a hollow mockery; though you keep 
Your v a r i o u s c o l o u r s , r e d , brown, green and b l u e , 
I t needs but one abrupt look i n t o you 
To see your beauty i s but s u r f a c e deep. 
But I w i l l bave revenge; when I bave done 
With a l i t h i s f e a r f u l b r a i n - d e s t r o y i n g cram, 
When I bave passed my lo n g and l a s t exam 
l ' i l take you from my bookshelves one by one, 
l ' i l stow you deep down i n my sea-chest's gloom 
Where you s h a l l never see the l i g h t o f day. 
And leave you a l i t o moulder and decay 
Within t h a t vast uncomfortable tomb'.' (79) 
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O n e o f t h e i m m e d i a t e a c t i o n s b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t a f t e r t h e a p p o i n t m e n t 
o f P r o f e s s o r W o r t h i n g t o n w a s t o m a k e a m o r e l i b e r a l s u p p l y o f s c i e n t i -
f i c a p p a r a t u s s o t h a t t h e s t u d e n t s * s c i e n t i f l e s t u d i e s c o u l d b e p u r s u e d 
t o b e t t e r a d v a n t a g e , b u t : 
" B y w a y o f c o m p e n s a t i n g f o r t h i s t h e a u t h ò r i t i e s b a v e 
d i s c o n t i n u e d t h e s u p p l y o f t e x t b o o k s a n d s t a t i o n e r y * . ' (80) 
T h e s t u d e n t s h a d t w o r e a d i n g r o o m s i n w h i c h t h e r e w e r e p r e s u m a b l y s o m e 
p e r i o d i c a l s a n d n e w s p a p e r s , a n d i n t h è s e r o o m s t h e r e w e r e o c c a s i o n a i 
d i s p l a y s o f a r t a n d p h o t o g r a p h s , b u t t h e r e a p p e a r s t o b a v e b e e n n o 
r e a l l i b r a r y f a c i l i t y . A s t u d e n t i n 1891-2 w a s v e r y c r i t i c a i o f 
t h i s o m i s s i o n . 
" I t i s é v i d e n t t o e v e r y o n e t h a t f o r a n y p r o g r e s s w e m a k e 
a t C o l l e g e , i n w h a t i s c a l i e d g e n e r a l é d u c a t i o n , . . . w e 
a r e e n t i r e l y d é p e n d e n t u p o n o u r s e l v e s ' . ' (81) 
W h a t t h e s t u d e n t s w a n t e d , h e b e l i e v e d , w a s a c o l l e c t i o n o f n o v e l s , 
p o e t r y , b i o g r a p h y a n d h i s t o r i c a l w o r k s . O t h e r s t u d e n t s e v i d e n t l y f e l t 
t h e s a m e w a y , a n d a t t e n t i o n b e g a n t o b e f o c u s s e d s l o w l y o n t h e L i b r a r y . 
I n 1892-3 P r o f e s s o r W o r t h i n g t o n a n d o t h e r s s e t a n e x a m . p l e b y d o n a t i n g 
b o o k s o n v a r i o u s s u b j e c t s ; p e r h a p s i t w a s a t t h i s t i m e t h a t t h e P r o -
f e s s o r g a v e a s e t o f Encyclopaedia Britannica (82, 83). T h e s e g e n t l e -
m e n w e r e t h a n k e d t h r o u g h t h e c o l u m n s o f t h e Annual 1892-3, a n d t h e 
E d i t o r s e i z e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o c o m m e n t f u r t h e r : 
" A f e w r e m a r k s a b o u t t h e l i b r a r y m a y n o t b e a l t o g e t h e r 
a m i s s . T h e A d m i r a l t y p r o v i d e u s w i t h w h a t i s t e r m e d a 
' f i r s t c l a s s s h i p ' s l i b r a r y ' , c o n s i s t i n g o f a b o u t 850 
v o l u m e s , a n d w h e n a n y o f t h e s e b o o k s g e t d e l a p i d a t e d 
t h e y c a n b e r e t u m e d t o t h e s t o r e a n d n e w c o p i e s o b t a i n e d . 
P o r t h o s e w h i c h c o m e t o u s f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s n o s u c h p r o -
v i s i o n , i s m a d e . I f w e h a d a L i b r a r y f u n d ( t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n 
t o w h i c h n e e d n o t e x c e e d a s h i l l i n g a t e r m i , c o n t r o l i e d 
b y e i t h e r t h e R é c r é a t i o n C o m m i t t e e o r a s p e c i a l l y e l e c t e d 
c o m m i t t e e , w e s h o u l d e a s i l y b e a b l e t o k e e p t h e f e w b o o k s 
w e p o s s e s s i n d e c e n t o r d e r , a n d s h o u l d a l s o b e e n a b l e d t o 
k e e p t h e L i b r a r y u p t o d a t e b y t h e p u r c h a s e o f n e w w o r k s . 
T h e l u g g i n g m a n i a w h i c h b a s l a t e l y s e t i n h a s i m p r e s s e d u p o n 
s o m e f e l l o w s t h e f a c t t h a t t h e t e c h n i c a l l i t e r a t u r e w e 
p o s s e s s i s u t t e r l y i n a d e q u a t e t o m e e t t h e i r r e q u i r e m e n t s , 
a n d a n a p p l i c a t i o n b a s b e e n m a d e t o t h e A d m i r a l t y f o r a 
g r a n t f o r t h e p r o v i s i o n o f r e a l l y u s e f u l p r o f e s s i o n a l 
Works. W h e t h e r o r rio i t w i l l b e s u c c e s s f u l r e m a i n s t o 
b e s e e n , b u t i n o r d e r t h a t t h e L i b r a r y s h o u l d b e a s u c c e s s 
i t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t i t s h o u l d b e s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ' . ' (84) 
A p r a c t i c a l s u g g e s t i o n m a d e b y a n o t h e r s t u d e n t a t t h e s a m e t i m e w a s 
t h a t a c o m b i n e d r e a d i n g - r o o m a n d l i b r a r y s h o u l d b e p l a n n e d i n t h e 
e x t e n s i o n s w h i c h w e r e c u r r e n t l y b e i n g r u m o u r e d a s b e i n g i m m i n e n t . H e 
r e f e r s t o t h e e x i s t i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s e x p e r i e n c e d i n o b t a i n i n g b o o k s 
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f o r study, r e f e r e n c e or r e c r e a t i o n : 
"One o f t h e great disadvantages of our present system of 
o b t a i n i n g books, i s t h a t a c e r t a i n one may be removed 
from the l i b r a r y perhaps at the beginning of the term and 
l o s t s i g h t of f o r the next s i x months, even the f e l l o w who 
t o o k i t out may bave f o r g o t t e n he had dona so l o n t i l the 
u s u a i n o t i c e r e q u e s t i n g r e t u r n s reminds bim of t h e f a c t . 
In t h e meanwhile many f e l l o w s bave c a l l e d f o r the same hook 
i n v a i n week a f t e r week (85) 
E v i d e n t l y o n l y r a r e checks were made on o u t s t a n d i n g loans from the 
small c o l l e c t i o n o f books which was a v a i l a b l e . In the f o l l o w i n g year 
the L i b r a r y was a p p a r e n t l y the subject of a s p e c i a l debate of the 
Debating S o c i e t y , and a c t i o n by the students f o l l o w e d . A committee of 
t h r e e students was appointed t o reorgariise the L i b r a r y and r e v i s e the 
Catalogue. T h e i r f i r s t a c t i o n was t o add a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of new 
Works, which seems t o bave been made p o s s i b l e by t h e f i r s t o f many occa­
s i o n a i g r a n t s from t h e Recreation Club, f o r the Club had increased i t s 
own income by r a i s i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n s from 2s. per month t o £1 per term, 
and consequently was a b l e t o support more a c t i v i t i e s . About 130 worn 
out or out of date books were withdrawn, and a new set of r u l e s was 
implemented t o ensure t h a t the r e f u r b i s h e d L i b r a r y was p r o p e r l y t r e a t e d . 
The idea was put forward t h a t each student should donate a book t o t h e 
L i b r a r y when he l e f t C o l l e g e , as was done i n many s i m i l a r i n s t i t u t i o n s (85) 
and some donations began t o come from t h a t source although i t was not 
comprehensively observed. As the r e s u l t of t h i s i n c r e a s i n g a t t e n t i o n 
being shown t o the contents of the L i b r a r y , i t was r e p o r t e d i n 1894-5 
t h a t t h e r e had been a s l o w l y i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t i n the L i b r a r y by u s e r s 
i n t h a t year, a l t h o ugh i t was almost e n t i r e l y c o n f i n e d t o l i g h t l i t e r a t u r e 
e s p e c i a l l y the new books. 
"Our budding p h y s i c i s t s , x-chasers, and C.I.M.'s seem t o 
be content w i t h t h e i r p r i v a t e r e s o u r c e s , and f u l l y seven-
e i g h t h s o f the t e c h n i c a l l i t e r a t u r e i s never disturbed'.' (86) 
The r u l e s , w h i c h had been imposed because some students s t i l i regarded 
books as a form o f m i s s i l e or f o o t b a l l or r e t a i n e d them unduly, l e d t o 
some reported improvement i n the usage of the L i b r a r y , although the 
Committee was wary of buying books w i t h v a l u a b l e p l a t e s or maps because 
of mistreatment. F i n e s had been in t r o d u c e d , at hd. per day beyond 
the permitted seven days loan p e r i o d , and p o s s i b l y a small amount of 
income from t h a t source had become a v a i l a b l e f o r books. In 1895-6 
f i c t i o n was again almost the o n l y l i t e r a t u r e i n demand, w i t h T r i J b y 
and Sorrows of Satan at the t o p of t h e . r e s e r v a t i o n l i s t s . Biography, 
b i s t o r y , p u r e l y s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n i c a l l i t e r a t u r e , and r e l i g i o u s works 
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were v i r t u a l l y untouched; but t h e r e had been some demand shown f o r 
naval l i t e r a t u r e , e s p e c i a l l y Brassey, before debates on n a v a l questions, 
so t h a t s e c t i o n o f the stock was being updated (87). Two years l a t e r , 
i t was r e p o r t e d w i t h some s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t some o f the s c i e n t i f i c and 
t e c h n i c a l l i t e r a t u r e was being "exhumed", presumably t o be read (88), 
but the general standard i n the treatment o f the books by some users 
was s t i l l poor, f o r many books had been l o s t and o t h e r s h e a v i l y m u t i l a t e d 
(89), which was p a r t i c u l a r l y s e r i o u s because o f the small s i z e o f the 
stock. 
The p a t t e r n of a d d i t i o n s t o the L i b r a r y v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y 
from year t o year. Books c o u l d at f i r s t be purchased o n l y when an 
o c c a s i o n a l grant was r e c e i v e d from the R e c r e a t i o n Fund, but i n 1898 i t 
was decided t o make a r e g u l a r annual grant of E20 from t h a t source (90). 
In 1894-5 about 90 books had been purchased, but the f o l l o w i n g year o n l y 
s i x , and 40 i n 1896-7 when the a c q u i s i t i o n s i n c l u d e d Rowe's Perambu­
l a t i o n of Dartmoor and s e v e r a l Royal Navy handbooks. In 1894-5 t h e r e 
were about 30 books donated, and 50 the next year although the l a t t e r 
year contained t h e exception donation of books purchased by fiinds t r a n s ­
f e r r e d from t h e defunct J u n i o r Mess at Greenwich. The Navy Records 
S o c i e t y presented s e v e r a l of i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s i n 1896-7, The Ship's 
L i b r a r y was r e p l e n i s h e d i n f r e q u e n t l y , and i t was the e x p e c t a t i o n of 
a new consignment o f works f o r t h a t s e c t i o n o f the L i b r a r y which held up 
the p r e p a r a t i o n o f the new Catalogue i n 1894-5; the replenishment 
e v e n t u a l l y a r r i v e d and made u s e f u l a d d i t i o n o f 280 volumes (91), 
The stock reached a t o t a l o f about 2,500 volumes by 1901 (92), i n c l u d i n g 
the Ship's L i b r a r y which now had about 1,000 volumes. The stock 
r e q u i r e d some o r g a n i s a t i o n , and t h i s was a p p a r e n t l y c a r r i e d out i n 1900-1 
when i t was d i v i d e d i n t o e i g h t c l a s s e s which were s i m i l a r t o but not 
i d e n t i c a l w i t h t h e c l a s s e s i n the Dockyard School L i b r a r y , v i z . : 
R e l i g i o u s works; Biography and h i s t o r y ; Voyages and t r a v e l ; Law and 
p o l i t i c s ; S c i e n c e , a r t and t e c h n i c a l ; Prose f i c t i o n ; P o e t r y , drama and 
c l a s s i c s : and Magazines (93). U n f o r t u n a t e l y no copy of the p r i n t e d 
Catalogue of 1896 s u r v i v e s t o show the r e l a t i v e s t r e n g t h o f the d i f f e r e n t 
c l a s s e s , but comments i n the Annual suggest t h a t a s i g n i f i c a n t pro­
p o r t i o n was added t o the prose f i c t i o n c l a s s w i t h some a t t e n t i o n a l s o 
t o science and t e c h n i c a l l i t e r a t u r e . The Catalogue i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
because the student l i b r a r y committee had managed t o e n l i s t A l f r e d 
Cotgreave as t h e s u p e r v i s o r , e d i t o r and proofreader (94). T h i s i s o l a t e d 
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r e f e r e n c e t o M r . C o t g r e a v e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e T h r e e T o w n s s u g g e s t s 
t h a t p e r h a p s h e w a s a p e r s o n a l a c q u a i n t a n c e o f o n e o f t h e s t u d e n t s , 
f o r h e d o e s n o t s e e m t o h a v e h a d l o c a l c o n n e c t i o n s , a n d i t w o u l d h a v e 
s e e m e d m o r e n a t u r a l f o r t h e s t u d e n t s t o t u r n t o o n e o f t h e l o c a l 
b o r o u g h l i b r a r i a n s f o r a d v i c e a n d a s s i s t a n c e . 
I n 1 8 9 7 a n e x t e n s i o n w a s b u l l t o n t o t h e C o l l e g e t o 
a c c o m m o d a t e c a d e t s f r o m t h e c o l l e g e w h i c h h a d b e e n c l o s e d i n P o r t s m o u t h . 
T h i s p e r m i t t e d a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f r o o m s . T h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y w a s t a k e n t o t u r n o n e o f t h e f o r m e r c l a s s r o o m s , t h e S o u t h 
S t u d y , i n t o a r e a d i n g r o o m f o r n e w s p a p e r s a n d m a g a z i n e s . T h e p r e c i s e 
a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e L i b r a r y a r e n o t c l e a r o v e r t h e n e x t f e w y e a r s , 
b u t c o m m e n t s s u g g e s t t h a t i t w a s p h y s i c a l l y d e c e n t r a l i s e d , a l t h o u g h 
c o l l e c t i v e l y m a n a g e d b y a c o m m i t t e e w h i c h h a d b e e n ' i n c r e a s e d i n 1 8 9 8 
t o f i v e m e m b e r s ( 9 5 ) . I n 1 8 9 8 t h e r e w a s i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e r e a d i n g 
r o o m , a s i l e n t s t u d y i n w h i c h t h e r e f e r e n c e l i b r a r y w a s k e p t ; t h i s 
" . . . i s a g r e a t d e a l u s e d b y s e n i o r s , a n d m u c h v a l u a b l e 
a s s i s t a n c e b a s b e e n r e n d e r e d b y S p e c i a l i s i n g t e x t - b o o k s 
m e n t i o n e d a n d r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e m a s t e r s . T h e r e a r e a l s o 
s o m e B a d m i n t o n s i n t h e n e w r e c r e a t i o n - r o o m . . . w h i c h . . . 
a r e r a r e l y s e e n o n t h e s h e l f t o w h i c h t h e y b e l o n g ' . ' ( 9 5 ) 
S o m e s t a f f w e r e t a k i n g a n i n t e r e s t , s u c h a s M r . D u p e n , o n e o f t h e 
o f f i c e r e n g i n e e r s o n t h e s t a f f , w h o w a s t h a n k e d f o r t h e a d v i c e g i v e n 
t o t h e c o m m i t t e e i n s e l e c t i n g s u i t a b l e w o r k s a n d f o r h i s d o n a t i o n s . 
I n 1 9 0 0 / 0 1 t h e r e w e r e f u r t h e r c h a n g e s a f f e c t i n g t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r 
m a g a z i n e s ( 2 7 ) . T h e s e n i o r e n t r i e s n o w u s e d t h e f o r m e r n e w w i n g 
r e c r e a t i o n r o o m ^ s a c o m b i n e d b i l l i a r d a n d s m o k i n g r o o m , i n w h i c h t h e y 
a l s o h a d " a n e x c e l l e n t a s s o r t m e n t o f m a g a z i n e s " , a n d t h e m a g a z i n e s 
f o r m e r l y f o u n d i n t h e n e w w i n g r e c r e a t i o n r o o m w e r e m o v e d i n t o o n e e n d 
o f t h e j u n i o r s m o k i n g r o o m , w h i c h w a s a l s o i n t e n d e d t o s e r v e a s a 
g e n e r a l r e c r e a t i o n r o o m . I t n o w é m e r g e s t h a t t h i s p r o v i s i o n w a s 
d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e L i b r a r y , b e i n g s u p p l i e d f r o m a s e p a r a t e f u n d , f o r 
t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r i t w a s a n n o u n c e d t h a t : 
" M u c h r e g r e t w a s c a u s e d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e y e a r b y t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t t h a t w e w e r e o v e r d r a w i n g t h e a m o u n t a l l o w e d u s 
u s u a l l y f o r p e r i o d i c a l s a n d d a i l y p a p e r s , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y 
t h e s u p p l y h a d t o b e m u c h c u r t a i l e d V ( 9 8 ) 
T h e L i b r a r y i t s e l f i n 1 9 0 0 s t i l l c o n t i h u e d t o b e 
" o n e o f t h e m o s t w i d e l y p a t r o n i z e d o f t h e C o l l e g e 
- i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d h e l p s g r e a t l y t o w h i l e a w a y t h e ' 
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tedium of wet Saturday and Sunday afternoons^and evenlngs'J (99) 
Most of the new purchases were f i c t i o n , 
" . .. as l i g h t r e a d i n g i s r e q u i r e d a f t e r the long hoiirs 
spent i n f a c t o r y and s c h o o l , but s e v e r a l good h i s t o r i c a l 
and b i o g r a p h i c a l sketches have been added, and a few sound 
t e c h n i c a l works, which l a t t a r i t i s hoped w i l l be found to 
be of some use as an adjunct t o the stereotyped c o l l e g e 
text-books'.' (100) 
A f u r t h e r f i l l i p to the p r o f e s s i o n a l s i d e of the L i b r a r y was g i v e n i n 
May 1903 (101) by the supply of up-to-date t e c h n i c a l works by the 
A d m i r a l t y , the t i t l e s being ones s e l e c t e d and l i s t e d by the L i b r a r y 
Committee as being " ... too numerous and expensive f o r i n d i v i d u a i 
purchaseV (lo2). This was p a r t i c u l a r l y welcome, f o r " ... the 
t e c h n i c a l p o r t i o n of the l i b r a r y being so much out o f date as t o be 
p r a c t i c a l l y u s e l e s s ..." (103). I n f a c t , the L i b r a r y Committee p o i n t e d 
out, although 
"From the a c t u a l number of volumes i t would seem t h a t the 
l i b r a r y was a f a i r l y l a r g a one, ... a f a i r estimate of i t s 
u t i l i t y may be formed when i t i s cohsidered t h a t t h r e e -
q u a r t e r s of these volumes are of a b s o l u t e l y no i n t e r e s t t o 
US, and are r a r e l y , i f ever, moved from t h e i r p o s i t i o n s on 
the shelves'.' (104) 
Some dramatic improvements occurred d u r i n g the next two years. 
The South Study was o f f i c i a l l y designated the L i b r a r y ; "books of r e f e r e n c e , 
Works on b i s t o r y , t r a v e l and philosophy',' were t r a n s f e r r e d t o i t (35) , and 
p l a c e d under the care of a cadet c a p t a i n and four t h i r d year cadets. 
T h i s arrangement s u p p l i e d a l o n g - f e l t want. 
"For y^ars the shelves i n the South Study were occupied by 
a number of a n c i e n t volumes ... of l i t t l e p r a c t i c a l use to 
a budding engineer. The m a j o r i t y of these r e l i e s have now 
disappeared, and an e x c e l l e n t v a r i e t y of books bas taken 
t h e i r place I t seems a p i t y , however, t h a t some of the 
books i n t h i s l i b r a r y cannot be i s s u e d t o students f o r s h o r t 
p e r i o d s , ... e s p e c i a l l y ... books of t r a v e l and o t h e r works 
which s c a r c e l y come under the heading of Books of Reference 
..." (106) 
A t the same time the o l d l i b r a r y stock was r e q u i r i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e 
maintenance, and a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of the annual g r a n t was devoted to 
r e b i n d i n g about lOO volumes per year (107). The l e n d i n g s e c t i o n of the 
l i b r a r y was now apparently i n separate accommodation, i n which i t was 
"somewhat encumbered by t y p e w r i t e r s and b u f f f o o l s c a p , ..." (108). The 
year 1903/4 was marked by an u n p a r a l l e l e d i n c r e a s e i n the number of 
thoroughly readable books, from three sources. The A d m i r a l t y gave a 
complete s h i p ' s l i b r a r y of about 500 books, which i n c l u d e d many standard 
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Works and an e x c e l l e n t c o l l e c t i o n of the best E n g l i s h n o v e l s . 
More books were purchased because of a s l i g h t i n c r e a s e i n the annual 
g r a n t , together w l t h more j u d i c i o u s expenditure by o b t a l n i n g good 
secondhand volumes from Smith's and Mudies L l b r a r i e s . A very l a r g e 
number was a l s o donated; and cadets were s p e c i f i c a l l y encouraged t o 
donate the second-hand novels they bought at r a i l w a y b o o k s t a l l s , a f t e r 
r e a d i n g them (109). 
AS the r e s u i t of a i l of thèse new a d d i t i o n s , the o l d 
Catalogue had become completely o u t - o f - d a t e , and a new one was produced 
i n 1904/5; t h i s time, i t was i n the form of l a r g e cards, about f o u r 
f e e t by t h r e e f e e t , framed, and d i s p l a y e d i n the récréation rooms and 
lower c o r r i d o r . "At l e a s t , they are a d i s t i n c t improvement on the cards 
and books t h a t used t o be i n vogue" (IIO). The Catalogue was presumably a l i s t 
of both the l e n d i n g and référence stock; but i t appears t h a t there were 
now two p h y s i c a l l y separate c o l l e c t i o n s , the Lending L i b r a r y and the 
Selborne L i b r a r y , f o r at the C o l l e g e "At home" i n 1907/8 i t i s mentioned 
t h a t the "Lending L i b r a r y " served as a Ladies cloakroom and the "Selborne 
L i b r a r y " was s e t apart as a c a r d room f o r the o c c a s i o n (111). 
The main i n t e r e s t of the cadets was c l e a r l y i n the Lending 
L i b r a r y , which was i n a f l o u r i s h i n g c o n d i t i o n i n 1907/8 and had increased 
by about 120 new mainly f i c t i o n books i n the p r e v i o u s year (112). Some 
détails of i t s opération were d e s c r i b e d i n 1901, and appear t o have 
continued unchanged f o r the next few years (113). Books were i s s u e d 
d a i l y from 12.30 t o 13.30 except Sundays, and there were 200 borrowers. 
A i l books had t o be s e l e c t e d from the catalogue and were i s s u e d by the 
W r i t e r i n charge, who recorded the date of i s s u e and number of volume 
o p p o s i t e the borrower's name i n an indexed l e d g e r . This suggests t h a t 
the former open access had been r e p l a c e d by c l o s e d access arrangements 
i n which t h e r e was some form o f c o n t r o l . Books were i s s u e d f o r seven 
days, w i t h maximum renewal of t h r e e weeks, and were not t o be taken out 
of the C o l l e g e . The p o p u l a r i t y of the L i b r a r y can be judged by the f a c t 
t h a t about 500 books were i s s u e d weekly t o about 200 borrowers, who were 
allow e d t o bave only one book a t a time. The " W r i t e r - i n - c h a r g e " i s 
probably t o be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h a Mr. Herbert whose r e t i r e m e n t i n 1907/8 
was r e f e r r e d t o as : 
"... the l o s s o f our L i b r a r i a n . Mr. Herbert bas f i l i e d a post, 
which r e q u i r e d p a t i e n c e and hard work, w i t h great c r e d i t .... 
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H i s suecessor, 5Jr. Cook, has v e r y q u i c k l y s e t t l e d down t o h i s 
d u t i e s , and has a l r e a d y done much u s e f u l workV (114) 
C o n s i d e r i n g t h a t the C o l l e g e was the o n l y one of i t s k i n d 
i n the U n i t e d Kingdom, the L i b r a r y appears so f a r t o have been very 
inadäquate f o r the students who needed the l a b e s t and best s c i e n t i f i c 
and t e c h n i c a l works t o Support t h e i r courses l e a d i n g t o examinations 
i n such s u b j e c t s as mathematics, s t a t i c s , h y d r o s t a t i c s , dynamics, 
mechanics, heat, l i g h t , p r a c t i c a l e n g i n e e r i n g - t o name but a few. 
The new i n f l i o x of p r o f e s s i o n a l r e f e r e n c e stock i n 1902/3 seems t o have 
l a i d the f o u n d a t i o n of t h i s most important s e c t i o n of the L i b r a r y , 
which appears t o have been renamed "Seiborne Library'.' Here, f u r t h e r 
improvements were made i n 1905/6 when 
"A whole host o f the very l a b e s t t e x t books on s u b j e c t s 
have been added to the a l r e a d y v a s t störe of knowledge 
i r e s t i n g on the s h e l v e s . They are i n g r e a t demand, the 
number v a r y i n g from day t o day, but, we are s o r r y t o say, 
not w i t h the cadets, who seem t o make very l i t t l e use of 
the books" (115). 
Perhaps t h i s was not s u r p r i s i n g , f o r the name "Seiborne L i b r a r y " 
g i v e s a c l u e t o what was happening. When Lord Seiborne was F i r s t Lord 
of the A d m i r a l t y , i n 1903, he had been r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i n t r o d u c i n g the 
" F i s h e r - S e l b o r n e " scheme f o r t r a i n i n g engineers; t h i s scheme planned t o 
merge the education of executive and engineer o f f i c e r s u n t i l they 
reached the age of 22, a f t e r which they would s p e c i a l i s e . T h i s brought 
about major changes. Osborne and Dartmouth C o l l e g e s were s e t up f o r 
o f f i c e r t r a i n i n g , and Keyham was designated as the C o l l e g e t o p r o v i d e 
the subsequent s p e c i a l i s t course f o r engineers, i n s t e a d of c o n t i n u i n g 
t o t r a i n cadets aged 14 t o 19 y e a r s . Thus, although the r e f e r e n c e l i b r a r y 
might have been renamed Seiborne L i b r a r y simply as a compliment, i t i s 
more l i k e l y t h a t t h i s p a r t of the L i b r a r y was being developed along l i n e s 
which would make i t s u i t a b l e f o r the planned new courses. 
The t e r m i n a l data of t h i s study, 1914, t h e r e f o r e found 
Keyham C o l l e g e empty d u r i n g the changeover t o the new scheme, a f t e r 
which V'iorld War I i n t e r v e n e d and showed the need f o r r e t h i n k i n g of 
engineer t r a i n i n g ; t h i s e v e n t u a l l y l e d t o the modern success !^of, the 
Royal Naval Engineering C o l l e g e , Manadon, where a few books from the 
pre-1914 L i b r a r y can s t i l l be found. 
8.7 WESTERN COLLEGE 
. The VJestern C o l l e g e was a t h e o l o g i c a l c o l l e g e w i t h a h i s t o r y 
o f moving from p l a c e t o p l a c e , which i n c l u d e d Plymouth from 1844 t o 
1901. I t moved from Plymouth t o B r i s t o l where i t remained u n t i l 1968, 
when i t amalgamated w i t h the Congregational C o l l e g e i n Manchester. 
Some C o l l e g e a r c h i v e s were probably l o s t d u r i n g the e a r l i e r moves, but 
at some stage i n the move t o Manchester the remaining C o l l e g e a r c h i v e s 
appear t o have been m i s l a i d . Widespread but u n s u c c e s s f u l e n q u i r i e s have 
been pursued among t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n s and the people concerned w i t h the 
College when i t f i n a l l y broke up p r i o r t o the merger. I t seems t o be 
g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r e were a r c h i v e s and t h a t they were not 
destroyed, but so f a r the papers have not turned up i n the Westcoiintry, 
London or Manchester. I t s t i l l seems hopeful t h a t one day the a r c h i v e s 
might be recovered t o shed f u r t h e r l i g h t on the h i s t o r y o f the L i b r a r y . 
However, p u b l i s h e d Annual reports have been l o c a t e d f o r the p e r i o d 1836 
t o 1850, and the f o l l o w i n g acco\int i s based on these r e p o r t s ; i n order 
t o avoid b r e a k i n g up the n a r r a t i v e too f r e q u e n t l y by r e f e r e n c e s , 
references w i l l o n l y be given i n t h i s s e c t i o n when they r e l a t e t o sources 
other than the C o l l e g e ' s Annual reports. 
The C o l l e g e began i n the mid eighteenth-century i n order t o 
counteract the d o c t r i n e of A r i a n i s m which was spread through the 
Western Counties by the Revs. H a l l e t t and P i e r c e of Exeter and .others 
who came under t h e i r i n f l u e n c e . In 17 51 the Congregational Fund Board 
i n London decided t o e s t a b l i s h an Academy i n the West of England f o r 
the education of young men f o r the C h r i s t i a n m i n i s t r y . They chose as 
the Tutor t h e Rev. Lavington of O t t e r y , and the Academy opened i n 17 52 
wit h four students. The e a r l y T u t o r s were p r a c t i s i n g p a s t o r s , so the 
Academy was l o c a t e d wherever the Tutor's Church was l o c a t e d - i n t u r n , 
O t t e r y , B r i d p o r t , Taunton and Axminster - and by 1828 about 85 students 
had been educated s u c c e s s f u l l y and become m i n i s t e r s . I t was then 
considered d e s i r a b l e t o d i s a s s o c i a t e the o f f i c e of Tutor from p a s t o r a l 
work and t o make i t a f u l l t i m e post. The Academy moved t o E x e t e r , where 
a b u i l d i n g was obtained. These changes c l e a r l y i n v o l v e d g r e a t e r c o s t ; 
the Congregational Fund Board had provided l i b e r a l f i n a n c i a l support 
t o the e a r l y T u t o r s and students, but although i t continued t o c o n t r i b u t e 
f o r many ye a r s , i t was now expected t h a t the Academy's f i n a n c i a l support 
should come from s u b s c r i p t i o n s , donations and c o n g r e g a t i o n a l c o l l e c t i o n s " 
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from the non-conformist chiirches i n the f i v e Western Counties 
(Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somerset and G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e ) . New 
arrangements were embodied i n the Trust Deed dated 31 December, 
1833. The o b j e c t of the Academy was the education of young men 
f o r the C h r i s t i a n m i n i s t r y , among p r o t e s t a n t d i s s e n t e r s , of the 
Independent or Congregational denominations h o l d i n g c e r t a i n b e l i e f s 
s p e c i f i e d i n the Schedule t o the Trust Deed. A donation of £10 or 
more made the donor a s u b s c r i b e r f o r l i f e ; £1 or more made the donor 
a s u b s c r i b e r f o r the year. A Committee was elected' a n n u a l l y a t the 
general meeting of the siobscribers and c o n s i s t e d of the Treasurer, 
Secretary and between f i f t e e n and t h i r t y o t h e r s of whom one h a l f were 
"Pr o t e s t a n t D i s s e n t i n g Ministers'.' 
In 1844 i t became necessary t o move from Exeter t o another 
s i t e i n the VJest of England. The p o s s i b l e l o c a t i o n s were B r i s t o l , 
Taunton, or the Three Towns. B r i s t o l was not s u f f i c i e n t l y c e n t r a l , 
nor were the m i n i s t e r s of B r i s t o l or Taunton prepared t o accept the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Consequently, the Three Towns was chosen, and i t seems 
n a t u r a l t h a t the choice of a s i t e should f a l l on commercial Plymouth 
r a t h e r than n a v a l Devonport. Another change took p l a c e i n the Academy 
upon i t s move to Plymouth; i n s t e a d of the Tutor r e c e i v i n g o c c a s i o n a l 
teaching a s s i s t a n c e from l o c a l c l e r g y a c t i n g as C l a s s i c s Tutor e t c . , 
at Plymouth a f u l l t i m e C l a s s i c a l and Mathematical Tutor was appointed 
i n a d d i t i o n t o the T h e o l o g i c a l P r o f e s s o r who was a l s o the o f f i c i a l 
Tutor or Head of the C o l l e g e . The number of students was never l a r g e , 
u s u a l l y being abbut twelve i n t o t a l . The g e n e r a l course of study took 
f i v e years, and contained the range of t h e o l o g i c a l , c l a s s i c a l and 
general s u b j e c t s shown i n Table 36 . For s e v e r a l years the Western 
Co l l e g e f u n c t i o n e d i n Wyndham P l a c e , but i n A p r i l 1860 the foundation 
stone was l a i d f o r i t s own b u i l d i n g which was opened June 1861; t h i s 
b u i l d i n g then occupied spacious grounds, at the Mannamead end of Mutley, 
which were l a t e r b u i l t upon and named C o l l e g e Avenue a f t e r the Western 
C o l l e g e . 
I t seems l i k e l y t h a t the L i b r a r y was e s t a b l i s h e d when the 
Academy became a separate f u l l t i m e establishment i n Exeter. Before 
t h a t time the numbers of students i n t r a i n i n g a t any one time was 
u n l i k e l y t o exceed two or three and they probably made use o f the 
Tutor's p e r s o n a l l i b r a r y and began t o a c q u i r e t h e i r own books. By 
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TABLE 36. Western C o l l e g e c u r r i c u l u m 1849 
SUBJECT 
1 
E n g l i s h language x 
Rh e t o r i c x 
Logic X 
Greek and L a t i n c l a s s i c s x 
Mathematics x 
Mental philosophy 
E t h i c s 
Hebrew 
Natu r a l r e l i g i o n 
False r e l i g i o n s 
New Testament e x e g e s i s 
N a t u r a l philosophy . 
Evidences of C h r i s t i a n i t y 
D o c t r i n a l theology 
A n a l y s i s of standard works 
E c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i s t o r y 
Church government 
Chaldee 
B i b l i c a l c r i t i c i s m 
Hermeneutics 
H o m i l e t i c s 
S y r i a c 
The C h r i s t i a n F a t h e r s 
STUDIED IN YEAR 
2 3 4 5 
X X X 
X X 
X 
X 
X X X 
X 
X 
X X X X 
X X 
X 
X X 
X X X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
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1837/1838 a l i b r a r y was i n e x i s t e n c e , altbough i t was s m a l l , 
d e f i c i e n t , and probably newly e s t a b l i s b e d . Tbe General Meeting 
i n 1838 r e s o l v e d " t b a t tbe L i b r a r y be i n c r e a s e d by books t o tbe 
vaine of lOOE'.' Some of tbe gentlemen present at the meeting nnder-
took t o provide E5 each towards the ElOO i f twenty people wonld do 
the same, and a g e n e r a l appeal f o r the L i b r a r y was a l s o made: 
"Books are wanted i n every department o f the C l a s s i c s , 
on B i b l i c a l c r i t i c i s m , - on Mental and Moral S c i e n c e , -
and on Theology, - the p u b l i c a t i o n s of onr own and other 
c o n n t r i e s . Donations of books, as w e l l as of money t o 
pnrchase them, wonld confer a great b e n e f i t on the 
Institution'.' 
The f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t i n the f o l l o w i n g year shows some success, f o r 
E97. 13s. Od. was spent on new books f o r the L i b r a r y ; but the excess 
o f expenditure over income was E106. 15s. Od., which was a t t r i b u t e d 
as being almost w h o l l y due t o the pnrchase of L i b r a r y books. The 
C o l l e g e was dependent npon s u b s c r i p t i o n s , donations and c o l l e c t i o n s 
f o r i t s income, and these sums v a r i e d from year t o year. The p r i o r i t y 
i n each year had t o be given t o the payment of s a l a r i e s and upkeep of 
the b u i l d i n g , and expenditure on new books was c l e a r l y seen as h i g h l y 
d e s i r a b l e but i t was dependent npon a " s u f f i c i e n t income" which never 
seems t o a r r i v a i 
References t o the L i b r a r y d u r i n g the next f i v e years show 
th a t i t was by no means ne g l e c t e d d e s p i t e f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . In 
1840 £5. 18s. Od. was spent on b i n d i n g and r e p a i r i n g books, and i n the 
f o l l o w i n g years^ sums v a r y i n g from E4 t o E15 were spent a n n u a l l y on 
books, d e s p i t e the C o l l e g e ' s accnmulated d e f i c i t o f over E600 which 
had t o be e l i m i n a t e d by a s p e c i a l s n b s c r i p t l o n fund. During fund-
r a i s i n g i n London i n 1843 a donation of £32 wortb of books f o r the 
L i b r a r y was r e c e i v e d . In the next year e i g h t major works were purchased 
by earmarked donations from David Derry (the Treasurer) and Thomas 
Jacomb; they c o n s i s t e d o f : 
"Nowrai Testementum Graece, Griesbach 
Trommii Concordantiae, Amstelodami 2v. f o l . 
Cours Grec, par G a i l , 4v. 8vo. P a r i s , an. 7 
Hieronymi Opera 9v. f o l i o 
Chrysostomi Opera lOv. f o l . 
O r i g i n i s Opera, L a t i n e 2v. f o l . 
Ephrem S y r i Opera, L a t i n e 8 tom. 8vo. P a r i s i i s , 1843 
J u s t i n i M a r t y r i s Opera fol'.' 
A l i of these works r e f l e c t c l e a r l y the s n b j e c t s d e s c r i b e d i n the 
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c u r r i c u l u m . I n 1846 t h e L i b r a r y w a s c o n s i d e r a b l y e n l a r g e d b y a 
b e q u e s t o f s i x h u n d r e d v o l u m e s f r o m M i s s C . H u n t e r o f B a t h . I n t h e 
s a m e y e a r i t w a s r e p o r t e d t h a t " . . . f u r t h e r e f f o r t s a r e n e e d e d t o 
p l a c e t h e L i b r a r y o n a f o o t i n g a t a l i w o r t h y o f t h e I n s t i t u t i o n " ; 
b u t n o r e f e r e n c e w a s m a d e i n t h e n e x t t h r e e y e a r s t o e i t h e r p u r c h a s e s 
o r d o n a t i o n s . T h e C o l l e g e , ( w h i c h h a d c b e u i g e d i t s n a m e f r o m W e s t e r n 
A c a d e m y t o W e s t e r n C o l l e g e i n 1846), w a s i n d i f f i c u l t f i n a n c i a l s t r a i t s . 
I t s a v e r a g e i n c o m e 1840-1844 w a s £643 p . a . o f w h i c h £80 c a r n e f r o m 
d o n a t i o n s , £103 f r o m p r o p e r t y o f t h e C o l l e g e , a n d £460 f r o m s u b s c r i p t i o n s ; 
£120 o f t h e l a t t a r c a m e f r o m t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n a l B o a r d F u n d , w h i c h i n 
1846 s i g n i f i e d i t s i n t e n t i o n t o w i t h d r a w i t s s u p p o r t . T h e a v e r a g e a n n u a l 
e x p e n d i t u r e w a s £760, a b o u t £117 i n e x c e s s o f i n c o m e . O n e o f t h e m e a s u r e s 
t a k e n t o i m p r o v e t h e s i t u a t i o n w a s t h a t o f o p e n i n g t h e C o l l e g e t o f e e -
p a y i n g n o n - r e s i d e n t g e n e r a l s t u d e n t s w h o w i s h e d t o p u r s u e t h e C o l l e g e ' s 
c o u r s e o f s t u d y . T h i s w a s m a d e m o r e a t t r a c t i v e b y t h e 1847 a f f i l i a t i o n 
o f t h e C o l l e g e w i t h t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f L o n d o n . T h e C o m m i t t e e r e c o g n i s e d 
t h a t : 
" T h i s a l t e r a t i o n u r g e n t l y s u g g e s t s t h e n e e d o f 
a d d i t i o n s t o t h e C o l l e g e L i b r a r y . T h e g e n e r a l f u n d s 
o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a r e s o f u l l y e n g a g e d , t h a t t h i s 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t m a t t a r h a s b e e n m u c h n e g l e c t e d ; . . . " 
A n a p p e a l w a s m a d e f o r d o n a t i o n s i n 1850 a n d w a s r e p e a t e d i n d i f f e r e n t 
w o r d i n g i n t h e n e x t f o u r a n n u a l r e p o r t s . T h e r e s p o n s e w a s s l o w a t f i r s t 
b u t t h e L i b r a r y i n c r e a s e d s t e a d i l y i n s i z e . . I n 1850-51 s i x w o r k s w e r e 
d o n a t e d ; 1851-52 45 w o r k s ; 1852-53 17 w o r k s ; 1853-54 34 w o r k s ; 1854-55 
32 w o r k s . P a r t i c u l a r l y g e n e r o u s d o n a t i o n s o f m o n e y a n d b o o k s w e r e m a d e 
b y t h e b r o t h e r s T h o m a s a n d J o h n W i n d e a t t , i n c l u d i n g V o l p y ' s 60 v o l u m e 
e d i t i o n o f t h e C l a s s i c s a n d 41 v o l u m e BibZ'ical oahinet. S e v e r a l w o r k s 
w e r e d o n a t e d b y t h e T u t o r s , R e v s . D r . A l l i o t t a n d S . N e w t h . F r o m 1850 
a l i s t o f d o n a t i o n s w a s p u b l i s h e d i n t h e Eeports, a n d i n 1855 t h e r e w a s 
t h e f u r t h e r i n n o v a t i o n o f p r i n t i n g t h e L i b r a r i a n ' s n a m e a f t e r t h e 
d o n a t i o n s l i s t . T h e L i b r a r i a n w a s a s t u d e n t , a p p o i n t e d o r e l e c t e d 
a n n u a l l y ; p r o b a b l y t h e s y s t e m h a d b e e n i n o p e r a t i o n f o r m a n y . y e a r s b e f o r e 
1855. T h e 1855 e n t r y f o r t h e L i b r a r y i s o f i n t e r e s t f o r t w o r e a s o n s -
t h e L i b r a r i a n h i m s e l f , a n d t h e i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e s t o c k s i z e . T h e 
L i b r a r i a n w a s F . E . A n t h o n y , o n e o f t h e t w o s e n i o r m i n i s t e r i a l c a n d i d a t e s 
w h o h a d e n t e r e d t h e C o l l e g e i n 1851; h e w a s t o g r a d u a t e w i t h a n M . A . i n 
1856 a n d b e c o m e t h e C o l l e g e ' s n e w P r o f e s s o r o f C l a s s i c s , M a t h e m a t i c s a n d 
N a t u r a i P h i l o s o p h y ; i n t h e l a t t a r c a p a c i t y b i s n a m e o c c u r s i n c o n n e c t i o n 
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w i t h many Plymouth l i b r a r i e s and e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . The 
i n t e r e s t i n g Information about the L i b r a r y stock was t h a t the 130 
volumes donated i n 1854-55 brought the number o f volumes i n the 
L i b r a r y t o the s i z e a b l e t o t a l o f 2,1221 Donations continued t o be 
r e c e i v e d , v a r y i n g from s i x t o n i n e t y - e i g h t and averaging over s i x t y 
volumes per annum over the next f i v e years; and a l i o f the donations 
appear t o bave been c u r r e n t l y e f f e c t i v e stock r e l a t i n g c e n t r a l l y t o 
the curriculvmi. In 1861 the C o l l e g e opened i t s purpose b u i l t 
accommodation a t Mannamead, which i n c l u d e d a l i b r a r y room above the 
porch. 
D e t a i l s of the development of the Col l e g e and L i b r a r y are 
l a c k i n g f o r the next f o u r decades, but apart from m o d i f i c a t i o n s t o the 
c u r r i c u l u m , the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a choice of courses of d i f f e r e n t l e n g t h 
s e l e c t e d from the main course, f o r the l a y students, and a modest 
expansion i n student numbers, i t appears t h a t the C o l l e g e continued t o 
f u n c t i o n much as before. In 1901 i t was decided ( f o r u n c l e a r reasons) 
t o break up the i n s t i t u t i o n by t r a n s f e r r i n g the teaching s t a f f and 
L i b r a r y t o B r i s t o l . J u s t before the t r a n s f e r , the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n 
h e l d i t s Annual Conference i n Plymouth, and the Borough L i b r a r i a n 
presented a paper on the l i b r a r i e s o f Plymouth i n which he quoted 
p a r t i c u l a r s about the L i b r a r y s u p p l i e d by the Col l e g e ' s T h e o l o g i c a l 
T u t o r , Dr. C. Chapman: 
"The l i b r a r y now c o n t a i n s between 8,000 and 9,O0O volumes, 
many o f the works being valucible and r a r e . Theology proper, 
Exegesis of the Old and New Testament, e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and 
se c u l a r h i s t o r y and ph i l o s o p h y form the bulk o f the works 
contained i n the l i b r a r y . The works of the Greek and L a t i n 
F a t h e r s , i n good e d i t i o n s , are w e l l represented. The 
Reformation and Post-Reformation d i v i n e s are i n good evidence 
I t has a l s o the best modem works hearing on the Greek New 
Testament Exegesis and B i b l i c a l C r i t i c i s m , a l s o on the 
"Higher C r i t i c i s m " , as a p p l i e d t o the Old Testament. A l s o 
good r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the best e d i t i o n s of the Greek and 
L a t i n c l a s s i c s . In Church h i s t o r y there are cop i e s of some 
of the best o r i g i n a i sources, and a l s o of a l i the best 
modem works'.' (116) 
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CHAPTER NINE. S C I E N T I F I C , MEDICAL AND LAW L I B R A R I E S . 
The l i b r a r i e s which w i l l be s t u d i e d i n t h i s chapter are 
two sub-types of t h a t group which i s now u s u a l l y r e f e r r e d t o as 
S p e c i a l L i b r a r i e s . One of the l i b r a r i e s , the Marine B i o l o g i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n of the U n i t e d Kingdom L i b r a r y , i s a s c i e n t i f i c l i b r a r y 
which c o u l d a l s o be considered t o be the l i b r a r y o f a learned 
s o c i e t y , f o r the Marine B i o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n was a l a t e comer i n 
the t r a d i t i o n of the major learned s o c i e t i e s . I t i s of i n t e r e s t 
because i t was the o n l y L i b r a r y , a p a r t from those of the Armed 
S e r v i c e s , which was e s t a b l i s b e d i n the Three Towns as the r e s u l t of 
n a t i o n a l f a c t o r s i n s t e a d of as the r e s u l t of l o c a i need or i n f l u e n c e . 
The o t h e r l i b r a r i e s t o be considered i n t h i s chapter are m e d i c a i and 
law l i b r a r i e s , and come w i t h i n the "learned p r o f e s s i o n " type of 
s p e c i a l l i b r a r y . U s u a l l y , l i b r a r i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the l e a r n e d 
p r o f e s s i o n s are thought of a u t o m a t i c a l l y i n terms of being c i v i l i a n 
l i b r a r i e s , but the medicai p r o f e s s i o n i s a l s o s t r o n g l y represented i n 
the Armed S e r v i c e s . The Medicai L i b r a r y of the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l 
Plymouth has much more i n common w i t h c i v i l i a n medicai l i b r a r i e s than 
w i t h the other kinds of naval l i b r a r i e s , and i t has t h e r e f o r e been 
i n c l u d e d i n t h i s chapter, where i t forms an i n t e r e s t i n g c o n t r a s t w i t h 
the L i b r a r y of the Plymouth Medicai S o c i e t y . 
One p a r t i c u l a r f e a t u r e which w i l l be n o t i c e d i n connection 
w i t h most of the l i b r a r i e s i n t h i s chapter i s t h a t they were e a r l y 
l i b r a r i e s of the'ir p a r t i c u l a r k i n d . This almost c e r t a i n l y r e f l e c t s 
the problems experienced by p r o f e s s i o n a l men i n o b t a i n i n g the 
i n c r e a s i n g output of p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e which was t a k i n g p l a c e 
i n the eighteenth-century. Not o n l y was there the problem o f the c o s t 
o f purchasing the widening range of p r o f e s s i o n a l books and p e r i o d i c a l s , 
but i n the Three Towns there was a l s o the problem of i s o l a t i o n from the 
s p e c i a l i s e d hook markets. The p o p u l a t i o n of the Three Towns was l a r g e 
enough t o r e q u i r e the s e r v i c e s of s u b s t a n t i a l numbers of m e d i c a i and 
l e g a i p r a c t i t i o n e r s , and i t seems a n a t u r a i development t h a t these 
p r o f e s s i o n s should bave produced e a r l y l i b r a r i e s i n response t o t h e i r 
needs. 
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9.1 THE MARINE BIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 
The L i b r a r y of the Marine B i o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n of the 
United Kingdom (M.B.A.) d i f f e r e d from the other c i v i l i a n l i b r a r i e s 
of the Three Towns i n t h a t i t was founded through f a c t o r s mainly 
e x t e r n a l t o the a r e a , and i t served a n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
group o f u s e r s . I t was a l s o the only e x c l u s i v e l y s c i e n t i f i c l i b r a r y 
i n the Three Towns, although i t s c o n c e n t r a t i o n on marine b i o l o g y 
meant t h a t t h e Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n ' s L i b r a r y probably had a b e t t e r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f other s c i e n t i f i c s u b j e c t s . 
The r i s e o f modern s c i e n t i f i c s o c i e t i e s began i n I t a l y i n 
the s i x t e e n t h Century, spreading i n the seventeenth Century t o 
England, France and Germany. The o l d e s t s c i e n t i f i c s o c i e t y i n the 
United Kingdom was the Royal S o c i e t y , founded i n 1662, which d e a l t 
w i t h a l l the then known scien c e s (1). As s c i e n t i f i c knowledge 
developed, so more s p e c i a l i s e d s o c i e t i e s were foiinded, such as the 
Linnean S o c i e t y , e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1788 f o r the study of n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , 
and the Z o o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y , founded i n 1826 f o r the advancement of 
zoology and animal p h y s i o l o g y (2). By the time the even more 
s p e c i a l i s e d Marine B i o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1884 
there e x i s t e d a long t r a d i t i o n of exchanging s c i e n t i f i c Information,-
s e r i a l s - i n the form of J o u r n a l s , t r a n s a c t i o n s and r e p o r t s - were 
an e s t a b l i s h e d form o f di s s e m i n a t i n g s c i e n t i f i c Information and resea r c h 
r e p o r t s (3). The importance of l i b r a r i e s had a l s o been recognised, and 
the formation o f a l i b r a r y f o r the M.B.A. was a normal expectation 
which was f u l f i l l e d by founding the L i b r a r y i n t h e same year t h a t i t s 
parent Organisation was e s t a b l i s h e d , 1884. In order t o understand i t s 
development, i t i s necessary t o understand something of i t s Community, 
the M.B.A. i t s e l f . 
The M.B.A. was founded on 31 March 1884 at a meeting of 
eminent s c i e n t i s t s a t the Royal S o c i e t y i n London, and was the c u l m i n -
a t i o n of developments over the previous f i f t y years. In the e a r l y 
n i n e t e e n t h Century the f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y had begun t o change s i g n i f i -
c a n t l y from a compa r a t i v e l y small l o c a l p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y i n t o a 
commercial industry,- r a i l w a y s opened up new Inland markets f o r f r e s h 
f i s h ; , t he advent o f the steam engine opened up more d i s t a n t new 
f i s h e r i e s ;and the f i s h i n g boats were of l a r g e r c o n s t r u c t i o n and t h e i r 
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m e t h o d s m o r e e f f i c i e n t . B y t h e 1 8 8 0 s t h e r e w a s g r o w i n g c o n c e r n 
a b o u t t h e d i m i n u t l o n o f f i s h s t o c k t h r o u g h t h e o v e r - f i s h i n g w h i c h h a d 
t a k e n p l a c e , a n d n a t i o n a l a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t w a s a r o u s e d . 
W h a t c o u l d b e d o n e ? N o t h i n g , w i t h o u t m o r e I n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e f i s h 
t h e m s e l v e s . A l t h o u g h a g u a r l a h a d b e e n f o u n d e d s i n c e a b o u t 1 8 6 0 i n 
p l a c e s l i k e P a r i s a n d H a m b u r g , t h e s e w e r e c o m m e r c i a l v e n t u r e s f o r 
t h e i r o w n e r s ' p r o f i t , a n d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f m a n a g e m e n t a n d s c i e n t i f i c 
r e s e a r c h c l a s h e d . T h e F r e n c h w e r e t h e f i r s t t o e s t a b l i s h a m a r i n e 
b i o l o g i c a l Station s o l e l y f o r r e s e a r c h , f o l l o w e d b y A u s t r i a , U . S . A . , 
H o l l a n d ? a n d t h e f i n e s t s t a t i o n w a s e s t a b l i s h e d a t N a p l e s b y t h e 
G e r m a n G o v e r n m e n t ( 4 ) . T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F i s h e r i e s E x h i b i t i o n h e l d i n 
L o n d o n i n 1 8 8 3 d i r e c t e d a t t e n t i o n t o t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f f i s h e r i e s c u i d 
t h e n e e d f o r a s i m i l a r s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h f a c i l i t y i n E n g l a n d . T h e 
p u r p o s e o f t h e m e e t i n g a t t h e R o y a l S o c i e t y o n 3 1 M a r c h 1 8 8 4 w a s t o 
r e m e d y t h e Situation. 
T h e m e e t i n g w a s h e l d u n d e r t h e a u s p i c e s o f t h e R o y a l S o c i e t y , 
w h o s e P r e s i d e n t , P r o f e s s o r H u x l e y , c h a i r e d t h e d e b a t e . M a n y e m i n e n t 
s c i e n t i s t s w e r e i n a t t e n d a n c e , i n c l u d i n g S i r L y o n P l a y f a i r , P r o f e s s o r 
R a y L a n k e s t e r ( c o n v e n e r ) a n d S i r J o h n L u b b o c k ; t h e r e w e r e a l s o 
i n f l u e n t i a l s u p p o r t e r s , s u c h a s t h e D u k e o f A r g y l e . I t w a s r e s o l v e d 
t h a t t h e r e w a s a n u r g e n t n e e d o f o n e o r m o r e l a b o r a t o r i e s o n t h e 
B r i t i s h c o a s t , s i m i l a r t o t h o s e a l r e a d y f o u n d e d e l s e w h e r e , f o r r e s e a r c h 
l e a d i n g t o " t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f z o o l o g i c a l a n d b o t a n i c a l s c i e n c e s a n d 
t h e i n c r e a s e o f k n o w l e d g e a b o u t t h e f o o d , l i f e , c o n d i t i o n s a n d h a b i t s 
o f B r i t i s h f o o d f i s h e s a n d m o l l u s c s i n p a r t i c u l a r , a n d t h e a n i m a l a n d 
v e g e t a b l e r e s o u r c e s o f t h e s e a i n g e n e r a l ' . ' ( 5 ) T h e n e x t Step w a s a 
r e s o l u t i o n t o f o r m a " S o c i e t y f o r t h e B i o l o g i c a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h e 
C o a s t s o f t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m ' , ' a n d a p r o v i s i o n a l C o u n c i l w a s e s t a b l i s h e d 
w h i c h i n c l u d e d P r o f e s s o r H u x l e y a s P r e s i d e n t , a n d t h e S e c r e t a r y w a s 
P r o f e s s o r R a y L a n k e s t e r w h o h a d b e e n a m a j o r f o r c e i n p r o m o t i n g i n t e r e s t 
a n d b r i n g i n g a b o u t t h e m e e t i n g ( 6 ) . 
B y t h e f i r s t f o r m a l m e e t i n g o f C o u n c i l i n J u n e t h e S o c i e t y ' s 
n a m e h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d as t h e M a r i n e B i o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m , a n d a l r e a d y t h e r e w e r e n i n e t y m e m b e r s a n d a f v i n d of £ 1 , 5 0 0 ( 7 ) . 
A t t h e f i r s t a n n u a l g e n e r a l m e e t i n g in J u n e 1 8 8 5 m e m b e r s h i p had r i s e n t o 
2 7 7 , d o n a t i o n s s t o o d a t n e a r l y £ 8 , 0 0 0 ( 8 ) , and b y J u n e 1 8 8 6 t h e f u n d 
had r e a c h e d n e a r l y £ 1 5 , 0 0 0 ( 9 ) . A m o n g s t t h e s t r e n g e s t f i n a n c i a l 
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s u p p o r t e r s w e r e t h e U n i v e r s i t i e s o f O x f o r d a n d C a m b r i d g e a n d t b e F i s b -
m o n g e r s ' C o m p a n y ; t b e y w e r e e a c b e n t i t l e d t o a p e r m a n e n t s e a t o n t h e 
C o u n c i l , t h e g o v e r n i n g b o d y o f t h e M . B . A . , b y v i r t u e o f t h e r u l e t h a t 
c o r p o r a t e b o d i e s o r i n d i v i d u a l s d o n a t i n g m o r e t h a n £ 5 0 0 h a d t h e r i g h t 
t o a p e r m a n e n t s e a t o f l i f e m e m b e r s h i p o n t h e C o u n c i l . E a r l y c o n s i d é r -
â t i ' - ^ n w a s g i v e n b y t h e C o u n c i l t o a s i t e f o r t h e l a b o r a t o r y ; P l y m o u t h , 
W e y m o u t h a n d B a n g o r w e r e c o n s i d e r e d , a n d o n 2 5 J u l y 1 8 8 4 i t w a s a g r e e d 
t h a t P l y m o u t h w a s t h e m o s t d é s i r a b l e s i t u a t i o n b e c a u s e i t w a s a l a r g e 
i m p o r t a n t f i s h i n g p o r t a n d t h e S o u n d c o n t a i n e d a r i c h m a r i n e f a u n a . 
T h e s i t e c h o s e n w a s o n P l y m o u t h H o e , a d j a c e n t t o t h e C i t a d e l . P l y m o u t h 
B o r o u g h C o u n c i l w e l c o m e d t h i s n e w l o c a l d e v e l o p n e n t , a n d a l o c a l g i f t 
o f £ 1 , 0 0 0 m a d e i t p o s s i b l e f o r t h e l o c a l e m i n e n t s c i e n t i s t M r . S p e n c e 
B a t e ' t o t a k e t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g s e a t o n t h e M . B . A . C o u n c i l . A s m a l l 
c o m m i t t e e w a s a p p o i n t e d t o p r é p a r e p l a n s o f a b u i l d i n g c o s t i n g n o t m o r e 
t h a n £ 5 , 0 0 0 ( 1 0 ) , b u t i t r e p o r t e d t h a t a l a b o r a t o r y w o u l d c o s t £ 1 0 , 0 0 0 
p l u s E 7 0 0 p . a . t o m a i n t a i n i t ( 1 1 ) . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s a s s e t s w e r e t h e n 
e s t i m a t e d a t £ 5 , 0 0 0 p l u s £ 4 O 0 p . a . , a n d i t w a s d e c i d e d t o a p p l y f o r a 
T r e a s u r y g r a n t o f £ 5 , 0 0 0 p l u s E 4 0 0 - £ 5 0 0 p . a . ( 1 2 ) . T h e o b j e c t o f t h e 
M . B . A . w a s m u c h i n t h e n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t , a n d t h e T r e a s u r y p r o m p t l y 
r e s p o n d e d f a v o u r a b l y i n D e c e m b e r 1 8 8 5 w i t h a c a p i t a l g r a n t o f £ 5 , 0 0 0 
a n d a r e v e n u e g r a n t o f £ 5 0 0 p . a . f o r f i v e y e a r s . T h i s g r a n t w a s m a d e 
o n c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e r e w a s a f o r m a i a u d i t o f a c c o u n t s , f r é q u e n t 
d e t a i l e d r e p o r t s w o u l d b e s u t m i t t e d , w o r k s h o u l d b e a i m e d a t p r a c t i c a l 
r e s u l t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e b r e e d i n g a n d m a n a g e m e n t o f f o o d f i s h e s , a n d 
l a b o r a t o r y s p a c e s h o u l d b e p r o v i d e d f o r c o m p é t e n t i n v e s t i g a t o r s d e s i g -
n a t e d b y s t a t e - r e c o g n i s e d a u t h o r i t i e s ( 1 3 ) . T h e s e c o n d i t i o n s m a d e i t 
e s s e n t i e l f o r t h e M . B . A . t o g i v e s e r i o n s c o n s i d é r a t i o n t o t h e o r g a n i s a -
t i o n a n d t h e e f f i c i e n t m a n a g e m e n t o f i t s a f f a i r s , a n d t h e f i r s t s t e p 
w a s t o a p p o i n t a f u l l t i m e s a l a r i e d R é s i d e n t S u p e r i n t e n d e n t / D l r e c t o r , 
u p o n w h o m m u c h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w o u l d d e v o l v e . 
T h e f i r s t D i r e c t o r o f t h e P l y m o u t h L a b o r a t o r y w a s W a l t e r 
H e a p e , w h o w a s a p p o i n t e d f r o m 1 J a n . 1 8 8 6 ( 1 4 ) . H e b a ^ p r e v i o u s l y h e l d 
t h e p a i d o f f i c e o f A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y a n d w a s a l r e a d y f a m i l i a r w i t h 
t h e w o r k o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e C o u n c i l m a d e n o s t i p u l a t i o n a s t o t h e 
d é t a i l s o f b i s n e w d u t i e s , " h a v i n g b e e n i n f o r m e d t h a t y o u a r e t h o r o u g h l y 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e e n t e r p r i s e o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n a n d w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y d o 
y o u r b e s t f o r i t s s u c c e s s " ( 1 5 ) . M r . H e a p e m o v e d t o P l y m o u t h b y 1 J u l y 
1 8 8 6 , w i t h l o d g i n g a l l o w a n c e u n t i l b i s r é s i d e n c e i n t h e L a b o r a t o r y w a s 
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ready f o r occupation i n 1887. A second s a l a r i e d o f f i c e r , the N a t u r a l i s t , 
was appointed i n 1887, and work bagan, long b e f o r e the o f f i c i a l opening, 
on two r e p o r t s - the f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y of Plymouth, and a p r e l i m i n a r y 
l i s t of the fauna and f l o r a of Plymouth Sound. Meantime, the C o u n c i l 
decided i n January 1887 t h a t the M.B.A. should p u b l i s h a j o u m a l i n 
which r e p o r t s , papers and notes should be i n c l u d e d , t o keep a l l members 
informed and t o a c t as a channel of making known r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s t o 
other s c i e n t i s t s . The Journal was i r r e g u l a r a t f i r s t but soon preved t o 
be a u s e f u l v e h i c l e of exchange through which other s p e c i a l i s t seriáis 
from a l l over the world c o u l d be obtained f o r the M.B.A. L i b r a r y ; i n 
1891 i t was decided t o p u b l i s h i t t w i c e per year (16). 
The e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e t o the M.B.A. L i b r a r y appears t o be i n 
a memorándum. Natura of the building, management, and work of the pro-
posed marine Laboratory and experimental Aquarium, which was considered 
by C o u n c i l on 2 5 J u l y 1884. 
"One of the rooms ... must be set a p a r t as a l i b r a r y and 
w r i t i n g room, and must c o n t a i n as complete a s e r i e s o f works 
on Marine Zoology and Botany, P i s c i c u l t u r a , and such matters, 
as can be brought together. The provisión of such a l i b r a r y 
i s one of the s p e c i a l conveniences which would be o f f e r e d 
to n a t u r a l i s t s working i n the Laboratory'.' (17) 
This i n t e n t i o n was made manifest by the inclusión i n the a p p l i c a t i o n t o 
the Treasury of £200, out of the estimated E900 annual running c o s t s , 
f o r " A s s i s t a n t s ' purchase of books, chemicals, etc.'.'(18) In May 1887 
the C o u n c i l launched an appeal f o r donations o f books t o the L i b r a r y (19) 
and i n the f o l l o w i n g month r e p o r t e d : 
"One o f the most important a p p l i a n c e s which the M.B.A. must 
possess i n i t s Plymouth Laboratory i s a f i r s t r a t e B i o l o g i c a l 
L i b r a r y . Before making purchases the C o u n c i l have decided t o 
ask the Members and f r i e n d s of the A s s o c i a t i o n t o a s s i s t i n 
the f o r mation o f t h i s L i b r a r y by g i f t s of books The 
L i b r a r y w i l l be the f i r s t room completed and f i t t e d i n the 
Labora t o r y b u i l d i n g , ... A l i s t o f donors o f books w i l l be 
permanently d i s p l a y e d i n the L i b r a r y ...'.' (20) 
The appeal asked p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r duplícate volumes on fauna and f l o r a 
and such books as the owners séldom used, and met a fa v o u r a b l e response. 
By December 1887 the D i r e c t o r was able t o r e p o r t many donations by 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , p u b l i s h e r s and i n d i v i d u a l s , as w e l l as s u c c e s s f u l exchange 
arrangements n e g o t i a t e d w i t h the Canadian, Danish, Dutch, French, Germán, 
Japanese, Norwegian and U.S.A. Governments (21). C o u n c i l decided t o 
a s s i s t the process by s e t t i n g up a L i b r a r y Committee " f o r the purpose 
of supporting the formation of a l i b r a r y ....'.' (22); t h i s committee of 
427. 
t h r e e w a s a u t h o r i s e d t o a p p l y t o t h e a u t h o r i t i e s o f C a m b r i d g e î î a s s a c b u -
s e t t s f o r t h e i r p u b l i c a t i o n s o n m a r i n e b i o l o g y , a n d t o p u r c b a s e b o o k s 
t o t h e v a l u e o f E50 i n a d d i t i o n t o a d o n a t i o n o f £38 e a r m a r k e d f o r h o o k 
p u r c h a s e f r o m t h e C a m b r i d g e U n i v e r s i t y C o m m i t t e e (23). T h e P r é s i d e n t 
w a s i n s t r u c t e d t o a p p l y t o t h e T r e a s u r y f o r c o p i e s o f t h e C h a l l e n g e r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e L i b r a r y ; a n d t h e S e c r e t a r y w a s i n s t r u c t e d t o f i n d 
o u t f r o m t h e o f f i c e r s o f t h e R o y a l S o c i e t y , L i n n e a n S o c i e t y a n d Z o o l o g i c a l 
S o c i e t y , w h e t h e r t h e M . B . A . c o u l d h a v e t h e p r i v i l è g e o f b o r r o w i n g b o o k s 
f o r u s e i n t h e L i b r a r y a t t h e P l y m o u t h L a b o r a t o r y (24) . T h e r e p l y t o 
t h e l a t t e r r e q u e s t i s n o t r e c o r d e d , b u t w a s a p p a r e n t l y n o t s u c c e s s f u l 
w i t h t h e L i n n e a n S o c i e t y a t t h a t t i m e f o r t h e r e q u e s t w a s r e p e a t e d i n 
1892 (25). T h e L i b r a r y C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t e d t h a t m o r e m o n e y w a s n e e d e d , 
a n d C o u n c i l a u t h o r i s e d i t t o s p e n d a n a d d i t i o n a l £ l O O a t o n c e (26). 
T h e L i b r a r y w a s c l e a r l y t h e s u b j e c t o f m u c h i n t e r e s t , a c t i v i t y a n d g o o d 
w i l l , b u t n o - o n e h a d p a r t i c u l a r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r i t . 
T h e f i r s t D i r e c t o r r e s i g n e d w i t h e f f e c t 31 M a r c h 1888, b u t i n 
b i s r e p o r t o n t h e d u t i e s o f t h e D i r e c t o r h e e x p r e s s e d t h e v i e w t h a t 
" T h e D i r e c t o r s h o u l d o f f i c i a t e a s L i b r a r i a n ' . ' (27) C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e 
C o u n c i l e m b o d i e d i n t h e j o b d e s c r i p t i o n f o r t h e n e x t D i r e c t o r t h e 
p h r a s e t h a t h e w a s " . . . t o a c t a s L i b r a r i a n ...'.'(28) M r . G . C . B o u r n e 
w a s a p p o i n t e d i n A p r i i 1888 t o b e D i r e c t o r o f P l y m o u t h L a b o r a t o r y a n d 
S e c r e t a r y o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n (29) , a n d h e t o o k u p t h e p o s t i n J u n e 1888. 
B y t h i s t i m e t h e o f f i c i a i o p e n i n g o n 3 0 J u n e 1888 w a s f a s t a p p r o a c h i n g , 
a n d d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e L a b o r a t o r y ' s w o r k a n d a c c o m m o d a t i o n w e r e b e i n g 
p u b l i s h e d p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e s c i e n t i f i c p r e s s (30, 3 1 ) . T h e s t r u c t u r e 
c o n s i s t e d o f a c e n t r a l b u i l d i n g c o n t a i n i n g t h e t a n k r o o m a n d l a b o r a -
t o r i e s , t h e E a s t W i n g w h i c h w a s m a i n l y t h e D i r e c t o r ' s r e s i d e n c e , a n d 
t h e W e s t V J i n g w h i c h c o n t a i n e d t h e C a r e t a k e r ' s r o o m s , l a b o r a t o r i e s , a n d , 
o n t h e s e c o n d f l o o r , t h e L i b r a r y , w o r k r o o m a n d w a s h r o o m s ( F i g . 3 6 ) . 
T h e L i b r a r y o c c u p i e d t h e w h o l e o f t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e s e c o n d f l o o r , 
i n a r o o m 31h' b y 16' w h i c h w a s f i t t e d w i t h s h e l v e s o n t h e e a s t , w e s t 
a n d n o r t h w a l l s , a n d w a s f u r n i s h e d w i t h w r i t i n g t a b l e s a n d c h a i r s . 
T h e C o u n c i l r e p o r t e d t o t h e f o u r t h a n n u a l g e n e r a l m e e t i n g i n J u n e 1888 
t h a t t h e L a b o r a t o r y w a s n o w c o m p l e t e , a n d t h a t : 
" . . . a c o n s i d é r a b l e a d d i t i o n o f b o o k s o f r é f é r e n c e o n m a r i n e 
z o o l o g y a n d b o t a n y a n d o n f i s h e r y q u e s t i o n s i s i n p l a c e i n 
t h e l i b r a r y ' . ' (32) 
T h e L i b r a r y C o m m i t t e e h a d f u l f i l l e d i t s p u r p o s e i n f o r m i n g a n u c l e u s 
o f t h e L i b r a r y a n d i t w a s a p p a r e n t l y d i s b a n d e d , f o r i t w a s r e p o r t e d 

t 4 2 9 . 
a t t h e s a m e m e e t i n g t h a t : 
" . . . i n f u t u r e i t w i l l b e t h e b u s i n e s s o f t h e D i r e c t o r t o 
m a k e p u r c h a s e s f o r t h e L i b r a r y a n d t o a p p l y f o r g i f t s o f 
b o o k s . A s u m o f £ 1 0 0 a y e a r h a s b e e n a s s i g n e d b y t h e 
C o u n c i l f o r t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e L i b r a r y a n d p u r c h a s e 
o f b o o k s ' . ' ( 3 3 ) 
T h i s , a s w i l l b e s e e n l a t e r , w a s o p t i m i s t i c ' 
T h e Catalogue o f t h e L i b r a r y w a s p u b l i s h e d i n J u l y 1 8 8 8 ( 3 4 ) 
a n d s h o w s t h a t t h e r e h a d b e e n a n e x c e l l e n t r e s p o n s e t o t h e a p p e a l f o r 
d o n a t i o n s . I n t h e f i r s t s e c t i o n , " F i s h e r i e s " , f i s h e r y r e p o r t s h a d b e e n 
d o n a t e d b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t o r o f f i c i a i f i s h e r y d e p a r t m e n t s o f I t a l y , 
F r a n c a , N o r w a y , G e r m a n y , R u s s i a , U . S . A . , C a n a d a , S c o t l a n d a n d U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m . I n t h e s e c o n d s e c t i o n , " P e r i o d i c a l s " , e i g h t o f t h e f o u r t e e n 
t i t l e s h a d b e e n d o n a t e d . T h e t h i r d s e c t i o n , " b o o k s o f R e f e r e n c e " , 
l i s t s c a t a l o g u e s d o n a t e d b y t h e Z o o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y , B r i t i s h M u s e u m o f 
N a t u r a i H i s t o r y , A u s t r a l i a n M u s e u m , R a d c l i f f e L i b r a r y , a n d t h e M u s e u m 
o f C o m p a r a t i v e A n a t o m y a t H a r v a r d C o l l e g e ; t h e l a s t w a s t h r o u g h P r o f e s s o r 
A . A g a s s i z , w h o a l s o d o n a t e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r o f o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s . 
T h e l a s t s e c t i o n , " G e n e r a l a n d s p e c i a l w o r k s " , c o m p r i s e d a v a r i e t y o f 
m o n o g r a p h s a n d p a p e r s . M a n y w e r e d o n a t e d b y t h e i r a u t h o r s s u c h a s 
F . J . B e l l a n d W . C . M c I n t o s h , w h o w e r e m e m b e r s o f t h e M . B . A . ; t h e 
p u b l i s h e r s J . & A . C h u r c h i l l p r e s e n t e d s i x w o r k s ; a n d t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s d o n a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g t h e l o c a i p u b l i c a t i o n Doidge's Annual, 
a n d The works of F.M. Balfour. A p a r t f r o m t h e s e l a s t t w o w o r k s , t h e 
L i b r a r y c o n t a i n e d v e r y l i t t l e w h i c h w a s n o t d i r e c t l y r e l e v a n t t o t h e 
w o r k o f t h e M . B . A / . T h e t o t a l c o l l e c t i o n d e s c r i b e d i n t h e Catalogue 
r e p r e s e n t s a b o u t 2O0 i n d i v i d u a i w o r k s o f w h i c h 1 4 w e r e s e r i a l s a n d 1 3 5 
o f f p r i n t s o f p a p e r s ; t h e r e w e r e a b o u t 4 0 0 v o l u m e s p l u s t h e o f f p r i n t s . 
T h e w i s d o m o f w a i t i n g t o s e e w h a t w o u l d b e d o n a t e d h a d b e e n j u s t i f i e d , 
f o r l e s s t h a n t w e n t y o f t h e s e w o r k s h a d b e e n p u r c h a s e d b y t h e A s s o c i a t i o n 
a n d t h e s e w e r e h i g h l y s p e c i a l i s e d w o r k s , i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l w o r k s 
p u b l i s h e d i n G e r m a n y , a n d o t h e r s i n G e n e v a , V i e n n a , P a r i s , C h r i s t i a n a , 
a n d B o s t o n ( U . S . A . ) a s w e l l a s L o n d o n . T h e L i b r a r y w a s s m a l l , b u t f r o m 
t h e s t a r t i t w a s t r u l y I n t e r n a t i o n a l i n i t s s p e c i a l s u b j e c t f i e l d ; a b o u t 
o n e q u a r t e r o f t h e w o r k s w e r e i n f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e s w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l 
h o l d i n g s o f G e r m a n a n d F r e n c h a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n N o r w e g i a n , D a n i s h , 
I t a l i a n , D u t c h a n d R u s s i a n . 
I t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n n o t e d t h a t t h e D i r e c t o r w a s r e q u i r e d t o 
430. 
a c t as L i b r a r i a n , amongst b i s many otbe r d u t i e s , and c e r t a i n l y tbe 
i n i t i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n and e x p l o i t a t i o n o f sucb a s p e c i a l i s e d m u l t i -
l i n g u a l c o l l e c t i o n r e q u i r e d some f a m i l i a r i t y w i t b t b e subject and 
languages, wbich be migbt be expected t o possess. However he had 
many ot h e r d u t i e s and tbe question o f délégation must have a r i s e n q u i t e 
q u i c k l y . The r e v i s e d byelaws i n March 1889 d e s c r i b e d tbe D i r e c t o r ' s 
duty as f o l i o w s : 
"14. I t s h a l l be tbe duty of t h e D i r e c t o r t o maintain 
tbe l a b o r a t o r i e s , equipment and l i b r a r y , and ot h e r 
p r o p e r t y of tbe A s s o c i a t i o n , i n a s t a t e o f 
e f f i c i e n c y - (35) 
From t h i s , i t would seem that t b e D i r e c t o r was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r tbe 
L i b r a r y , but was not r e q u i r e d p e r s o n a l l y t o perform l i b r a r y work i f 
tbe o p p o r t u n i t y came t o delegate i t . For a long w h i l e i t seems t h a t 
no such o p p o r t u n i t y arose. The A s s o c i a t i o n had appointed a N a t u r a l i s t 
t o s u p e r v i s e and c a r r y out the se l e n t i f l e work of t h e Laboratory, but 
be and tbe D i r e c t o r were the o n l y s a l a r i e d p r o f e s s i o n a l o f f i c e r s f o r 
a few y e a r s ; a t tbe n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l l e v e l t h e r e were a c a r e t a k e r / e n g i n -
eer, a fisherman, and a " l a b o r a t o r y s e r v a n t " (36). From 1888 a s p e c i a l 
allowance was given t o the D i r e c t o r f o r some clérical a s s i s t a n c e , f o r be 
was a l s o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s S e c r e t a r y (37), and i n 1893 t h i s was changed 
i n t o an e s t a b l i s h e d post f o r a c l e r k a t E60-E80 p.a. I t i s l i k e l y 
t h a t t h i s clérical a s s i s t a n t was i n v o l v e d i n tbe r o u t i n e r e c o r d i n g of 
l i b r a r y a d d i t i o n s , f o r an Accessions R e g i s t e r was commenced i n 1891. 
From about 1895, however, the évidence of t b e ha n d w r i t i n g i n the r e g i s t e r 
suggests t b e r e g u l a r involvement o f a person who can probably be 
e 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the Laboratory Attendant. T h i s i s supported by b r i e f 
e n t r i e s i n t b e D i r e c t o r ' s Reports, f o r i n 1897 i t was proposed t o 
a l l o w t b e post of D i r e c t o r ' s A s s i s t a n t t o l a p s e , and tbe D i r e c t o r s t a t e d 
i n January t h a t "Smith, the présent Labor a t o r y a t t e n d a n t " c o u l d do most 
of tbe r o u t i n e work i f helped by an o l d e r , more compétent boy (than the 
one then employed) (38) and r e p o r t e d i n May t h a t i n f u t u r e Mr. Smith was 
t o bave charge of the o f f i c e work i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e specimen business 
and L a b o r a t o r y , f o r which b i s wages would be r a i s e d from 34s. t o 40s. 
per week (39). I t was almost c e r t a i n l y Smith who kept up tbe Accessions 
R e g i s t e r x i n t i l 1905. In 1898, however, the D i r e c t o r requested the 
appointment o f an a s s i s t a n t n a t u r a l i s t " t o a c t under my d i r e c t i o n 
who would a l s o take charge of the Museum and Library and of t b e gene r a l 
outdoor c o l l e c t i o n work, i n c l u d i n g f i s h e r y work i f r e q u i r e d " (40) Mr. R. 
A. Todd was appointed t o t h i s post but no spécifie a c t i v i t y i n connection 
431. 
w l t h the L i b r a r y i s mentioned i n the Minutes. He was promoted t o 
D i r e c t o r ' s A s s i s t a n t i n 1901 (41) and was succeeded i n t h a t post i n 1902 
by Mr. S. Pace (42). The l a t t e r d e f i n i t e l y had a personal involvement 
i n the L i b r a r y , f o r i n A p r i i 1903 i t was recorded t h a t : 
"Mr. Pace has now p r a c t i c a l l y compieted the r e c a t a l o g u i n g 
o f the L i b r a r y '.' (43) 
Mr. Pace l e f t i n 1905 and the D i r e c t o r was a u t h o r i s e d t o make temporary 
arrangments f o r c a r r y i n g on the work (44). S h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s , the 
D i r e c t o r r e p o r t e d t h a t he had appointed an e x t r a c l e r k , a t 18s. per 
week, whose d u t i e s i n c l u d e d the general work of the Laboratory (45). 
The appointee was a l a d y c l e r k , experienced i n book-keeping, t y p e w r i t i n g 
and shorthand, and i t emerges from l a t e r evidence t h a t t h i s l a d y c l e r k 
was Miss Amy Rose C l a r k who e v e n t u a l l y bacarne the L i b r a r i a n . Miss C l a r k ' 
c l e a r book-keeper's band appears c o n s i s t e n t l y i n the A c c e s s i o n s R e g i s t e r 
from December 1905 onwards, i n t e r s p e r s e d a n n u a l l y f o r between two and 
four weeks by the former r e g u l a r band w h i l e she took ber h o l i d a y . The 
l a t t e r almost c e r t a i n l y belonged t o the Senior Laboratory A s s i s t a n t 
Mr. Smith, from whom she apparently took over t h i s r o u t i n e , f o r not o n l y 
i s t h i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the refeience t o Mr. Smith above, but o c c a s i o n a i 
s t a f f l i s t s c o n f i r m t h a t he was the o n l y person w i t h the long c o n t i n u i t y 
of s e r v i c e demonstrated by the handwriting evidence i n the accessioons 
r e g i s t e r s . By 1916 Miss C l a r k had v i r t u a l l y become the L i b r a r i a n 
although she was not accorded the f u l l t i t l e , f o r i n t h a t year the 
D i r e c t o r r e p o r t e d : 
" I beg t o recommend th a t Miss C l a r k ' s wages be r a i s e d 
from 21s. t o 25s. per week. Miss C l a r k has been at the 
L a b o r a t o r y f o r some ten years and i s now able t o take 
p r a c t i c a l l y e n t i r e charge of the L i b r a r y , as w e l l as of 
a l i the book-keeping'.' (46) 
Miss C l a r k was t o remain L i b r a r i a n U n t i l ber death i n 1939 (47). 
The e v o l u t i o n of l i b r a r y s t a f f i n g has been a s l i g h t d i g r e s s i o n 
i n t o the f u t u r e , and i t i s necessary t o r e t u r n t o the L i b r a r y of 1888 
and f o l l o w the development of i t s stock. Unfortvinately no c l u e s are 
given t o the d e t a i l e d o r g a n i s a t i o n of the s t o c k , but i n d i c a t i o n s of 
the growth of the c o l l e c t i o n s appear i n the Journal and Minutes. In 
1889 Mr. Spence Bate d i e d , and the D i r e c t o r was a u t h o r i s e d t o spend 
as much as he thought necessary on buying books from the former's 
personal l i b r a r y (48); but apparently t h i s a c t i o n was not needed, f o r 
one year l a t e r the son of Mr. Spence Bate donated h i s f a t h e r ' s l a r g a 
and v a l u a b l e c o l l e c t i o n o f books and pamphlets on Crustacea (49, 50). 
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I n 1 8 9 9 a n o t h e r c o l l e c t i o n o f s p e c i a l i s e d l i t e r a t u r e , o n H y d r o z o a a n d 
P o l y z o a , w a s p u r c h a s e d f r o m t h e l i b r a r y o f t h e l a t e R e v . T . H i n c k s , 
f o l l o w e d b y a d o n a t i o n o f h i s p a m p h l e t s f r o m h i s w i f e ( 5 1 ) . B a c h y e a r 
t h e C o u n c i l a p p o i n t e d a c o m m i t t e e t o i n s p e c t t h e P l y m o u t h L a b o r a t o r y 
a n d t h e i r r e p o r t s s o m e t i m e s r e f e r t o t h e L i b r a r y . A s t h e r e s u l t o f 
s u c h i n s p e c t i o n s t h e D i r e c t o r w a s o r d e r e d i n 1 8 9 4 t o b i n d t h e p e r i o d i c a l s 
w h i c h w e r e i n m o s t c o n s t a n t u s e ( 5 2 ) , a n d i n 1 8 9 6 t o a d d Journal of 
Morphology a n d A r c h i v f u r Entwickelungsmechanik t o t h e l i s t o f 
p e r i o d i o a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s ( 5 3 ) . T h e L i b r a r y w a s d e s c r i b e d i n 1 8 9 6 : 
" T h e b o o k s a r e w e l l c a r e d f o r a n d a r r a n g e d s o a s t o b e 
e a s y f o r r é f é r e n c e . We f o u n d t h e c a r d c a t a l o g u e o f t h e 
t i t l e s o f m e m o i r s e f f i c i e n t , a n d t h e l i b r a r y r o o m 
c o n v e n i e n t a n d c o m f o r t a b l e ' . ' ( 5 4 ) 
N o e v i d e n c e b a s b e e n f o u n d t o s h o w t h e a c t u a l a r r a n g e m e n t o f t h e s t o c k 
o r t h e m e a n s o f e x p l o i t i n g i t ; o n e c a n o n l y s p e c u l a t e t h a t t h e r e 
w a s p r o b a b l y f r e e a c c e s s t o u s e r s a n d s o m e f o r m o f s e l f - s e r v i c e i s s u e 
r e c o r d . 
T h e L i b r a r y b o o k f u n d d i d n o t p r o v e i n p r a c t i c e t o b e a s 
g e n e r o u s a s o r i g i n a l l y i n t e n d e d a n d t h e a m o u n t o f h o o k p u r c h a s e s , 
b i n d i n g , a n d s e r i a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s h a d t o b e c a r e f u l l y s e l e c t e d . T h e 
t o t a l e x p e n d i t u r e 1 8 8 6 - 1 8 9 1 w a s £ 1 7 8 ( 5 5 ) , a f t e r w h i c h t h e a c c o u n t s 
s h o w t h a t t h e a n n u a l e x p e n d i t u r e r o s e , w i t h m a n y f l u c t u a t i o n s , f r o m 
£ 2 5 i n 1 8 9 0 - 9 1 t o £ 1 7 9 i n 1 9 1 3 . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n w a s n o t f i n a n c i a l l y 
s e c u r e , a n d c o u l d n o t a f f o r d t h e o r i g i n a l l y e s t i m a t e d £ 1 0 0 p . a . b o o k f u n d . 
M o s t o f t h e i n c o m e c a m e f r o m a T r e a s u r y g r a n t o f £ 1 , 0 0 0 , r e n e w a b l e 
a n n u a l l y , a s u b s c r i p t i o n o f a b o u t £ 4 0 0 p . a . f r o m t h e F i s h m o n g e r s ' 
C o m p a n y , a n n u a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s t o t a l l i n g a b o u t £ 1 0 0 - 1 5 0 f r o m m e m b e r s , 
a v a r i a b l e b u t c o m p a r â t i v e l y s m a l l i n c o m e f r o m t h e r e n t a l o f 
l a b o r a t o r y t a b l e s a n d , f r o m 1 8 9 0 , a d m i s s i o n f e e s c h a r g e d t o t h e p u b l i c 
f o r v i e w i n g t h e A q u a r i u m . F r o m 1 9 1 2 t h e r e w a s a l s o a £ 5 0 0 p . a . g r a n t 
f r o m t h e n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d B o a r d o f A g r i c u l t u r e a n d F i s h e r i e s . T h e 
t o t a l i n c o m e o f t h e M . B . A . w a s f a r l e s s t h a n t h a t o f s i m i l a r i n s t i t u t i o n s 
e l s e w h e r e , a n d t h e r e w a s n o c e r t a i n t y o f r e n e w a l o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
g r a n t s . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n h a d t o k e e p w i t h i n i t s i m m e d i a t e i n c o m e , a n d 
t h e l i b r a r y b o o k f u n d d e p e n d e d o n t h e g e n e r a l s t a t e o f f i n a n c e - ; f o r 
e x a m p l e , i n 1 8 9 5 t h e D i r e c t o r r e p o r t e d t h a t : 
" I t w o u l d b e w e l l i f , a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e , a s u m o f a b o u t 
£ 1 0 0 c o u l d b e p u t a s i d e f o r a d d i t i o n s t o t h e L i b r a r y - b u t , 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e o t h e r e x t r a e x p e n s e s w h i c h h a v e r e c e n t l y 
b e e n n e c e s s a r y , i t m i g h t b e b e t t e r . . . t o d e f e r t h i s . . . ' . ' ( 5 6 ) 
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A f e w m o n t h s l a t e r h e p r o p o s e d t o c o n s i d e r a n i n c r e a s e i n t h e n u m b e r 
o f j o u r n a l s , " . . . o n t h e s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e n o r m a l a n n u a l e x p e n d i t u r e 
o n t h e L i b r a r y f o r a l l p u r p o s e s s h a l l b e £70'.' (57) D e s p i t e t h e 
c o n s t r a i n t o n L i b r a r y p u r c h a s e s t h e s t o c k g r e w r a p i d l y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
t h e s e r i a l s a c q u i r e d m a i n l y b y e x c h a n g e . I n v a l u i n g t h e a s s e t s o f t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1894 t h e L i b r a r y w a s v a l u e d a t t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e s u m o f 
£1,042. I n 1896 i t w a s r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f l i t e r a t u r e o n 
s e a f i s h e r i e s w a s f a i r l y c o m p l e t e , b u t t h a t t h e r e w e r e s t i l l m a n y g a p s 
i n t h e l i t e r a t u r e d e a l i n g w i t h s c i e n t i f i c z o o l o g y a n d b o t a n y (58). 
S u b s e q u e n t l y s o m e i m p o r t a n t d o n a t i o n s w e r e r e c e i v e d , i n c l u d i n g 
Philosophical transactions 1857-1886 f r o m S i r W i l l i a m F l o w e r (59) , 
B u f f o n ' s H i s t o r i e n a t u r e l l e f r o m t h e D i r e c t o r o f K e w G a r d e n s (60), a n d 
P r o f e s s o r G . R e t z i u s ' s d o n a t i o n o f h i s o w n w o r k s (61). I n A u g u s t 1897 
t h e D i r e c t o r a g a i n i s s u e d a d e s i d e r a t a l i s t o f 41 b o o k s a n d 23 n a n s 
o f p e r i o d i c a l s t o f i l l g a p s , s t r e s s i n g t h a t : 
" P l y m o u t h b e i n g s o f a r f r o m a n y o f t h e l a r g e r l i b r a r i e s , 
i t i s m o s t i m p o r t a n t t h a t o u r o w n s h o u l d b e a s c o m p l e t e 
a s p o s s i b l e , a n d w e s h a l l b e g r a t e f u l t o a n y o n e w h o c a n 
h e l p u s t o f i l l u p d e f i c i e n c i e s ' . ' (62) 
T h e a p p e a l w a s m o d e s t l y s u c c e s s f u l , r e s u l t i n g i n t h e d o n a t i o n b y t h e 
Z o o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y o f i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s f r o m 1832, a n d a u s e f u l £20 f r o m 
a M r . T h o m a s s o n w h i c h w a s u s e d t o b u y a m u c h n e e d e d c o p y o f S m i t t ' s 
w o r k o n S c a n d i n a v i a n f i s h e s (63) . T h r o u g h p u r c h a s e , d o n a t i o n a n d 
e x c h a n g e , t h e s t o c k o f t h e L i b r a r y h a d i n c r e a s e d t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t i t 
w a s o u t g r o w i n g i t s a c c o m m o d a t i o n . N e w s h e l v e s w e r e p u t u p , c o v e r i n g 
t h e e a s t w a l l o f t h e r o o m (64), a n d i n 1899 a n e x t r a b o o k c a s e w a s 
o b t a i n e d t o h o u s e ' t h e H i n c k e s c o l l e c t i o n (65) . B y 1902 t h e s t o c k w a s 
o v e r f l o w i n g i n t o t h e p a s s a g e o u t s i d e t h e L i b r a r y , a n d s o m e r e a r r a n e m e n t 
o f s t o c k w a s u n d e r t a k e n t o i m p r o v e a c c e s s f o r q u i c k r e f e r e n c e (66). 
U n t i l 1902 t h e c o m m u n i t y o f p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d s e r i o u s a m a t e u r 
m a r i n e b i o l o g i s t s u s i n g t h e L i b r a r y w a s s m a l l , c o n s i s t i n g o f t h e 
i m m e d i a t e s t a f f ( D i r e c t o r , N a t u r a l i s t , D i r e c t o r ' s A s s i s t a n t ) , a n d p e r h a p s 
b e t w e e n t w e l v e a n d t w e n t y i n d e p e n d e n t r e s e a r c h e r s a n n u a l l y , p l u s s u c h 
m e m b e r s o f t h e M . B . A . a s v i s i t e d t h e L a b o r a t o r y . I n J u n e 1902, h o w e v e r , 
t h e M . B . A . a g r e e d t o a c t a s t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t ' s a g e n t f o r a s h i p 
t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F i s h e r i e s I n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o m a r i n e 
b i o l o g y o f t h e N o r t h S e a (67). I n o r d e r t o c a r r y o u t t h i s w o r k t h e 
M . B . A . e s t a b l i s h e d a c e n t r e a t L o w e s t o f t a n d t h e D i r e c t o r b e c a m e 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e n o r m a l r u n n i n g o f t h e P l y m o u t h 
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L a b o r a t o r y ; t b e e x t r a r e s o u r c e s w b i c b w e r e p r o v i d e d i n c l u d e d a n 
i n i t i a l s e p a r a t e b u d g e t o f E 5 , 5 0 0 p . m . a n d s u b s t a n t i a l s t a f f i n c r e a s e s . 
A s e p a r a t e l i b r a r y w a s e s t a b l i s h e d a t t h e L o w e s t o f t L a b o r a t o r y ; b u t a s 
t h e n u c l e u s w a s p u r c h a s e d i n 1 9 0 2 f o r l e s s t h a n F . 7 0 a n d t h e a n n u a l 
e s t i m a t e f o r 1 9 0 3 / 4 w a s £ 2 5 ( 6 8 ) , i t a p p e a r s t h a t o n l y m i n i m a l 
p r o v i s i o n w a s p l a n n e d , w i t h n o i n t e n t i o n o f d u p l i c a t i n g t h e l a r g e r 
r e s o u r c e s a t P l y m o u t h . I t s e e m s l i k e l y t h a t t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F i s h e r i e s I n v e s t i g a t i o n P r o j e c t h a d s o m e e f f e c t o n t h e L i b r a r y a t 
P l y m o u t h , f o r i t w a s a t t h i s t i m e t h a t p r i o r i t y w a s g i v e n t o r e c a t a ­
l o g u i n g t h e c o l l e c t i o n ( v i d . s u p . p . 4 3 1 ) . S e v e n e x t r a s t a f f w e r e 
a p p o i n t e d a s p a r t o f t h e n e w P r o j e c t , b u t i n 1 9 1 0 t h e w o r k w a s t r a n s ­
f e r r e d t o t h e n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d B o a r d o f A g r i c u l t u r e a n d F i s h e r i e s , 
l e a v i n g t h e M . B . A . w i t h t h e D i r e c t o r a n d t h r e e p r o f e s s i o n a l s t a f f . 
T h e l a t t e r p r o m p t l y l e f t - o n e w i t h S c o t t ' s A n t a r c t i c E x p e d i t i o n , o n e 
t o t e a c h a t P l y m o u t h T e c h n i c a l S c h o o l s , a n d o n e r e s i g n e d t h r o u g h i l l 
h e a l t h ( 6 9 ) , T h e D i r e c t o r h a d t o r e b u i l d h i s t e a m , w h i c h b y 1 9 1 4 
c o n s i s t e d o f s i x p r o f e s s i o n a l s , l a b o r a t o r y a s s i s t a n t s , t h e c l e r k / l i b r a ­
r i a n , a n d t h e c a r e t a k e r ( 7 0 ) . T h i s d o e s n o t s u g g e s t t h a t t h e L i b r a r y 
w a s i n t e n s i v e l y u s e d b y s t a f f , a n d o t h e r u s e r s w e r e n o t o f t e n m o r e t h a n 
a b o u t t w e n t y o r m o r e n a t u r a l i s t s u s i n g t h e l a b o r a t o r y t a b l e s . H o w e v e r , 
t h e L i b r a r y w a s o b v i o u s l y m u c h a p p r e c i a t e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y b y v i s i t o r s 
f r o m o v e r s e a s o f w h o m t h e r e w e r e u s u a l l y o n e t o t h r e e e a c h y e a r , f r o m 
t h e m a j o r f i s h i n g c o u n t r i e s o f E u r o p e a n d e l s e w h e r e - J a p a n , R u s s i a , 
N e w Z e a l a n d , I n d i a , S o u t h A f r i c a , a n d U . S . A . M a n y o f t h e s e o v e r s e a s 
v i s i t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d u s e f u l l y t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e L i b r a r y ' s 
s t o c k b y d o n a t i n g ' c o p i e s o f t h e i r o w n p a p e r s a n d o t h e r w o r k s ; f o r 
e x a m p l e , P r o f e s s o r L o e b f r o m C a l i f o r n i a d o n a t e d 3 9 p a p e r s i n 1 9 1 0 , a n d 
i n t h e s a m e y e a r M e s s r s . R i c h t e r a n d R e g a n d o n a t e d 1 6 a n d 1 8 p a p e r s 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . N o r d i d t h e B r i t i s h m e m b e r s a n d s t a f f n e g l e c t t h e 
L i b r a r y . T h e a c c e s s i o n s r e c o r d s s h o w o c c a s i o n a l d o n a t i o n s f r o m m e m b e r s 
o f C o u n c i l s u c h a s P r o f e s s o r L a n k e s t e r , E . T . B r o w n e a n d D r , H a r m e r , a l l 
o f w h o m a l s o g a v e o r b e q u e a t h e d i m p o r t a n t p o r t i o n s o f t h e i r p e r s o n a l 
l i b r a r i e s t o t h e M , B . A . i n t h e p o s t - 1 9 1 4 p e r i o d . M r . W . I . B e a i i m o n t 
l e f t 4 5 w o r k s i n 1 9 1 2 , a n d M r . G . H . D r e w l e f t a b e q u e s t o f a b o u t 7 0 
b o o k s i n 1 9 1 3 . 
I t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n s h o w n t h a t f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g t h e L i b r a r y 
b e n e f i t t e d f r o m t h e e x c h a n g e o f p u b l i c a t i o n s , a n d t h i s p r o v i d e d a v e r y 
s i g n i f i c a n t p r o p o r t i o n o f i t s a c c e s s i o n s . I n 1 9 1 2 a b o u t 1 , 2 0 0 i t e m s 
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w e r e a d d e d , o f w h i c h a b o u t 6 6 % w a s s e r i a l p a r t s a n d n e a r l y 2 0 % p a p e r s . 
O n l y a b o u t 3 0 % o f t h e a d d i t i o n s h a d b e e n a c q u i r e d t h r o u g h p u r c h a s e ; 
a b o u t 2 8 % w e r e d o n a t e d i t e m s , a n d o v e r 4 0 % w a s a c q u i r e d t h r o u g h 
e x c h a n g e , o n a w o r l d - w i d e b a s i s . C o u n t r i e s a n d s t a t e s i n v o l v e d i n 
t h e e x c h a n g e a r r a n g e m e n t s i n c l u d e d : U . S . A . , F r a n c e , G e r m a n y , I t a l y , 
R u s s i a , N o r w a y , A u s t r a l i a , J a p a n , P h i l i p p i n e s , C e y l o n a n d M a d r a s . 
P r o b a b l y t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t l i b r a r y p r o b l e m i n t h e e a r l y 
y e a r s o f t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y w a s t h a t o f a c c o m m o d a t i o n . I n 1 9 0 8 
t h e V i s i t i n g C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t e d : 
" W i t h t h e g r o w t h o f t h e L i b r a r y , t h e s p a c e f o r b o o k s 
a n d s t o r e s o n t h e s e c o n d f l o o r i s b e c o m i n g v e r y l i m i t e d . 
A s a t e m p o r a r y m e a s u r e , w e r e c o m m e n d t h a t t w o s h e l v e s , 
e a c h a b o u t t w e n t y f o u r f e e t l o n g , b e f i x e d o v e r t h e d o o r s 
o f t h e l a v a t o r y , m u s e u m , l i f t a n d r o o f , t o t a k e s u c h b o o k s 
a s a r e i n l e s s f r e q u e n t d e m a n d ' . ' ( 7 0 ) 
T h e y r e c o g n i s e d t h a t m o r e d r a s t i c m e a s u r e s w o u l d s h o r t l y b e r e q u i r e d , 
a n d r e c o m m e n d e d r e o r g a n i s a t i o n t o e n a b l e s l i d i n g i r o n b o o k s h e l v e s o f 
t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m t y p e t o b e i n s t a l l e d i n t h e a r e a t h e n o c c u p i e d b y 
t h e l a v a t o r y . T w o y e a r s l a t e r , a n o t h e r V i s i t i n g C o m m i t t e e r e p e a t e d 
t h e w a r n i n g - o f t h e a p p r o a c h i n g c r i s i s : 
" O w i n g t o t h e s a t i s f a c t o r y g r o w t h o f t h e L i b r a r y , a d d i t i o n a l 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n f o r b o o k s w i l l s h o r t l y b e r e q u i r e d , a n d w e h a v e 
m a d e a f e w s i m p l e s u g g e s t i o n s f o r t h e e x t r a s h e l v i n g ' . ' ( 7 1 ) 
N o t h i n g c o u l d s o l v e t h e L i b r a r y ' s p r o b l e m u n t i l t h e g e n e r a l p r o b l e m o f 
i n s u f f i c i e n t s p a c e t h r o u g h o u t t h e L a b o r a t o r y w a s r e s o l v e d . P l a n s 
w e r e p u t f o r w a r d f o r n e w l a b o r a t o r i e s i n 1 9 1 1 ( 7 2 ) w h i c h w o u l d r e l e a s e 
s p a c e f o r t h e L i b ; : a r y t o e x t e n d o n i t s e x i s t i n g f l o o r , b u t f i n a n c i a l 
p r o b l e m s a n d t h e a d v e n t o f w a r i n 1 9 1 4 p o s t p o n e d t h a t s o l u t i o n . T h e 
l u c k y c h a n c e o f £ 5 0 e x t r a b o o k f u n d i n 1 9 1 1 w a s u s e d t o b u y r e c e n t 
b o o k s o n e x p e r i m e n t a l b i o l o g y , b i o c h e m i s t r y a n d i n v e r t e b r a t e p h y s i o l o g y 
( 7 3 ) b u t a g g r a v a t e d t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n p r o b l e m . ' F o r t h e t i m e b e i n g , 
s h e l v e s w e r e p r o v i d e d i n t h e D i r e c t o r ' s O f f i c e t o s t o r e t h e L i b r a r y 
o v e r f l o w , w h i c h w a s m o s t i n c o n v e n i e n t b e c a u s e o f i t s l o c a t i o n i n t h e 
E a s t W i n g a n d o n a d i f f e r e n t l e v e l ( 7 4 ) . 
T h e a m a l g a m a t i o n o f t h e T h r e e T o w n s i n 1 9 1 4 h a d n o e f f e c t o n 
t h e M . B . A . L i b r a r y f o r i t w a s n o t d e p e n d e n t u p o n l o c a l f a c t o r s . T h e 
L i b r a r y s e e m s t o h a v e r e m a i n e d f a i r l y s t a t i c u p o n t h e o u t b r e a k o f 
W o r l d W a r I , a n d t h e l o s s o f m e m b e r s o f s t a f f w h o w e r e c a l l e d u p 
p o s s i b l y a c c e l e r a t e d t h e e m e r g e n c e o f M i s s C l a r k a s L i b r a r i a n . I n 
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i t s t h i r t y years of e x i s t e n c e t h e L i b r a r y had achieved the most 
comprehensive c o l l e c t i o n o f l i t e r a t u r e on f i s h e r i e s i n the country 
and shared the M.B.A.'s growing i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n . I t was 
n e v e r t h e l e s s i n the post-1918 p e r i o d t h a t i t was t o experience i t s 
main p e r i o d of development and expansion which would convert i t 
n e a r l y one century a f t e r i t s fovmdation i n t o a l i b r a r y occupying 
t h r e e f l o o r s , c o n t a i n i n g 12,500 books, 37,000 bound volumes o f 
p e r i o d i c a l s , over 60,000 pamphlets and r e p r i n t s , and n e a r l y 1,500 
c u r r e n t s e r i a l s (75). Yet, even i n the modern l i b r a r y , the s o l i d 
foundations of the 1884-1914 p e r i o d can s t i l l be seen i n i t s stock. 
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9.2 MEDICAL LIBRARIES ; a g e n e r a l i n t r o d u c t i o n 
Very l i t t l e i s known about the medical h i s t o r y o f Plymouth, 
t h e o l d e s t o f the Three Towns, i n the medieval p e r i o d . There was a 
l e p e r h o s p i t a l , which probably e x i s t e d from the f o u r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
and i s l i k e l y t o have been connected w i t h one of the Orders o f F r i a r s 
which s e t t l e d i n the town. I t was probably the f r i a r s , t o o , who 
tended the s i c k and wounded s o l d i e r s and seamen who returned t o the 
town a f t e r the m i l i t a r y e x p e d i t i o n s t o France, f o r medical and s u r g i c a l 
treatment was e f f e c t i v e l y the monopoly of the monastic o r d e r s . The 
t o w n s f o l k were l i a b l e t o s u f f e r not o n l y the u s u a l a c c i d e n t s and 
hazards of the t i m e , but were p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e t o epidemics 
o f t e n brought back from f o r e i g n p a r t s . Probably the m a j o r i t y of 
people had t o depend upon t h e i r own resources of h e r b a l p r e p a r a t i o n s 
and s u p e r s t i t i o u s remedies, but t h e r e i s a s i n g l e r e f e r e n c e t o a 
g e n e r a l h o s p i t a l o f Mary the B l e s s e d V i r g i n which opened i n 1501, No 
t r a c e of medical books has been found r e l a t i n g t o the pre-Reformation 
p e r i o d ; e f f e c t i v e l y the medical h i s t o r y of the Three Towns begins 
i n the l a t e s i x t e e n t h century, from which time r e f e r e n c e s occur t o 
medical men, the e a r l i e s t appartsntly being an unnamed surgeon mentioned 
i n the C o r p o r a t i o n Accounts f o r 1575 (76), and the e a r l i e s t named being 
a surgeon, James Capon, i n 1589 (77). Although the many epidemics of 
t h e plague at Plymouth i n the l a t e s i x t e e n t h and e a r l y seventeenth-
c e n t u r i e s must have shown the obvious need f o r medical men t h e r e , the 
f a c t t h a t the p l a c e was a port was a c o n s i d e r a b l e drawback. In the most 
severe epidemic of 1625-6 the Mayor had t o p e t i t i o n the P r i v y C o u n c i l 
t o exempt the surgeons F r e d e r i c k C h r i s t i a n and John Davies from the 
pressgang, "no Surgeons having come t o the town f o r f e a r of t h e Press (78), 
During the height of the epidemic i n J u l y 1525 Dr. Dunbar, p o s s i b l y the 
o n l y p h y s i c i a n i n the town, was among the 272 deaths f o r t h a t month (79), 
From about 1650 onwards t h e r e are frequent r e f e r e n c e s t o p h y s i c i a n s and 
surgeons. The p r o f e s s i o n a l medical men i n the town at any time d i d 
not o n l y i n c l u d e c i v i l i a n s , but growing numbers of naval medical o f f i c e r s , 
f o r surgeons were being appointed t o the l a r g e r v e s s e l s and a p h y s i c i a n 
was appointed t o each F l e e t , The Dockyard at Devonport, being an 
A d m i r a l t y establishment, had i t s own Surgeon from the beginning i n 1590, 
The Army, t o o , began t o appoint i t s own medical o f f i c e r s . 
I t i s r e l e v a n t t o n o t i c e at t h i s p o i n t t h a t the p r o f e s s i o n a l 
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e d u c a t i o n a n d t r a i n i n g o f p h y s i c i a n s a n d s u r g e o n s d i f f e r e d . A 
p h y s i c i a n h e l d a m e d i c a l d e g r e e , b y v i r t u e o f w h i c h h e w a s a l l o w e d t o 
p r a c t i c e a n y w h e r e i n t h e r e a l m ; u n t i l t h e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t h e d e g r e e , 
w a s a c q u i r e d m a i n l y f r o m O x f o r d a n d C a m b r i d g e , o r i n a c o n t i n e n t a l 
m e d i c a l s c h o o l s u c h a s t h a t o f L e y d e n . F r o m t h e m i d - e i g h t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y t h e F a c u l t y o f M e d i c i n e a t E d i n b u r g h g a i n e d a h i g h r e p u t a t i o n , 
a n d o v e r t h e n e x t h u n d r e d y e a r s m e d i c a l e d u c a t i o n i n B r i t a i n b e c a m e 
o r g a n i s e d o n m o r e m o d e r n l i n e s , w i t h r e v i s e d s y l l a b i i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e 
r i s i n g t i d e o f n e w m e d i c a l k n o w l e d g e a n d s w e e p i n g a w a y t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
c l a s s i c a l a n d m e d i e v a l a u t h o r i t i e s ; m e d i c a l s c h o o l s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h n e w l y f o u n d e d v o l u n t a r y h o s p i t a l s , E n g l i s h b e g a n t o 
r e p l a c e L a t i n a s t h e m e d i u m o f m e d i c a l c o m m x i n i c a t i o n , a n d a u n i t i n g 
m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n b e g a n t o i m p o s e r e c o g n i s e d Standards a n d f o r m a l 
e x a m i n a t i o n s . T h e p h y s i c i a n ' s t r a i n i n g w a s l a r g e l y a n a c a d e m i c o n e 
w h i c h i n v o l v e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e k n o w l e d g e o f m e d i c a l l i t e r a t u r e a n d 
i n v o l v e d h i m i n u s i n g m e d i c a l l i b r a r l e s s u c h a s t h e s u p e r i o r f a c i l i t i e s 
at E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y . A s u r g e o n , b y c o n t r a s t , b e c a m e q u a l i f i e d 
t h r o u g h a s e v e n y e a r a p p r e n t i c e s h i p i n w h i c h h e g a i n e d t h e p r a c t i c a l 
k n o w l e d g e o f b i s t r a d e , p a r t i c u l a r l y d e a l i n g w i t h a c c i d e n t s a n d d i s e a s e s 
o f t h e b o n e s t r u c t u r e and e x t e m a l c o m p l a i n t s w h i c h w e r e b i s m a i n 
p r o v i n c e . A f t e r c o m p l e t i n g h i s a p p r e n t i c e s h i p , t h e s u r g e o n h a d t o b e 
l i c e n s e d b y t h e R o y a l C o l l e g e o f S u r g e o n s , a n d , u n l i k e p h y s i c i a n s , h a d 
also to b e l i c e n s e d b y t h e B i s h o p o f t h e D i o c e s e i n w h i c h h e p r o p o s e d 
t o p r a c t i c e . A s u r g e o n c o u l d m a k e t h e t r a n s i t i o n t o b e c o m i n g a p h y s i c i a n 
b y a c q u i r i n g a n M . D . , w h i c h w a s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y d i f f i c u l t u p t o a b o u t 
1 8 0 0 a s n o t e v e r y u n i v e r s i t y i n s i s t e d o n t h e r e s i d e n t i a l s t u d y a n d 
e x a m i n a t i o n Standards s e t b y E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y ; a t S t . A n d r e w ' s , f o r 
e x a m p l e , a n M . D . c o u l d b e o b t a i n e d b y r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . E x c e p t i o n a l l y , 
a s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y s u r g e o n o f P l y m o u t h , J a m e s Y o n g e , a c h i e v e d s u c h 
a h i g h p r o f e s s i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n t h a t h e w a s i n v i t e d b y t h e L o n d o n C o l l e g e 
o f P h y s i c i a n s t o b e c o m e a p h y s i c i a n o n t h e s t r e n g t h o f h i s r e p u t a t i o n 
a n d a b r i e f o r a i e x a m . i n a t i o n . 
I n v i e w o f t h e d i f f e r e n t e d u c a t i o n a n d t r a i n i n g o f p h y s i c i a n s 
a n d s u r g e o n s , i t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t o f i n d m o r e t r a c e s o f s u b s t a n t i a l 
p e r s o n a l l i b r a r l e s a m o n g p h y s i c i a n s t h a n a m o n g s u r g e o n s . S a n g w i n e 
h a s s h o w n h o w t h e p r i v a t e l i b r a r l e s o f T u d o r d o c t o r s c o n t a i n e d w o r k s 
t r e n d i n g t o w a r d s a n i n c r e a s i n g r a t i o n a l i t y , c o m b i n i n g t h e i r s o b e r r e g a r d 
f o r t r a d i t i o n w i t h a r e c e p t i v i t y t o n e w i d e a s ( 8 0 ) , a n d t h e e a r l y 
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seventeenth-century l i b r a r i e s of the l o c a l p h y s i c i a n s Richard I s t e e d , 
John N I C b o l l s and Richard Peryam ( v i d . sup. Chapter 3) were probably 
of the same k i n d . The p r i v a t e l i b r a r y o f James Yonge was probably 
gained m a i n l y w h i l e he was a surgeon, but he was an e x c e p t i o n a l surgeon 
who turned p h y s i c i a n , and h i s l i b r a r y appears t o have been r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the modern medicine of h i s p e r i o d . The p r i v a t e medical l i b r a r i e s 
which have been found i n the two l a r g e medical l i b r a r i e s s t u d i e d i n 
the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n s were the l i b r a r i e s o f p h y s i c i a n s , not surgeons; 
the medical books of Dr. Remmett were donated t o the Plymouth Medical 
S o c i e t y , and the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l Medical L i b r a r y c o n t a i n s the 
remants of the p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r i e s o f the n a v a l medical o f f i c e r s 
Drs. G i l l e s p i e , McKinnal and Dickson. I t appears, too, from the 
l o c a l f i n d i n g s , t h a t i t was the a c a d e m i c a l l y t r a i n e d p h y s i c i a n s who 
played more prominent p a r t s i n the o r g a n i s a t i o n o f l o c a l medical book 
clu b s and l i b r a r i e s , although the surgeons seem t o have formed the 
m a j o r i t y of members. 
The number of p r o f e s s i o n a l medical men i n the Three Towns 
grew r a p i d l y i n the l a t e eighteenth and the nineteenth-century, because 
of the growth i n the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n , the establishment of c i v i l i a n and 
s e r v i c e h o s p i t a l s , and the movements of the Armed S e r v i c e s , The 
Medical register 1779 records four p h y s i c i a n s and t e n surgeons f o r the 
Three Towns (81) ; a l o c a l d i r e c t o r y o f 1784 shows f i v e and seventeen 
r e s p e c t i v e l y (82), By 1857 the numbers had i n c r e a s e d t o 16 p h y s i c i a n s 
and 54 surgeons ( i n c l u d i n g 7 R,N,), w i t h o t h e r s r e s i d e n t i n adjacent 
areas such as Stoke r e s i d e n t i a l v i l l a g e which boasted 13 surgeons of 
whom 5 were na v a l surgeons (83). The o f f i c i a l Census f i g u r e s f o r 1861 
show 12 p h y s i c i a n s and 78 surgeons, but these f i g u r e s i n c l u d e medical 
o f f i c e r s o f n a v a l ships i n port who happened t o be ashore on the n i g h t 
of the Census. In 1871 the t o t a l o f p r o f e s s i o n a l medical men was 86. 
Apart from t h e i r personal l i b r a r i e s , what medical l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s 
e x i s t e d f o r t h i s growing number of medical men? B r i e f l y , t h e re were 
two l i b r a r i e s , one a medical s o c i e t y l i b r a r y , and the other a medical 
l i b r a r y i n a h o s p i t a l . The background t o each of these types of 
l i b r a r y w i l l be reviewed next. 
The s p i r i t of s c i e n t i f i c e n q u i r y which began t o r i s e i n the 
seventeenth-century, f o s t e r e d by t h e Royal S o c i e t y and i t s Philosophical 
transactions which covered a l l s c i e n t i f i c f i e l d s , r a p i d l y gave r i s e t o 
440. 
i n c r e a s i n g l y s p e c i a l i s e d developments, i n c l u d i n g the f i e l d of medicine. 
The e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y saw an i n c r e a s e i n the number of médical s o c i e t i e s 
which, although founded under v a r y i n g circumstances, g e n e r a l l y had i n 
common t h e aim of spreading current knowledge and d i s c u s s i n g problems, 
l e a d i n g i n t u r n t o the f u r t h e r progress o f médical science and the 
development o f spécialisation w i t h i n i t . L i b r a r i e s were o f t e n estab-
l i s h e d as i m p o r t a n t - a i d s , emd works o f eighteenth-century authors 
such as Morgagni, Cheselden, P o t t , John Hunter, Boerhaave, B a i l l i e , and 
others now took t h e i r p l a c e on bookshelves alo n g s i d e Hippocrates, Galen 
and o t h e r c l a s s i c a l or médiéval L a t i n t e x t s . Several B r i t i s h médical 
p e r i o d i c a l s appeared, many s h o r t - l i v e d . T h i s r i s i n g t i d e of médical 
l i t e r a t u r e , coupled w i t h the high p r i c e o f books, made the idea of j o i n t 
purchase a t t r a c t i v e ; and i t i s i n t h i s context t h a t the Plymouth 
Médical S o c i e t y was founded i n 1794, w i t h the maintenance of a l i b r a r y 
as one of i t s main aims. Not o n l y was t h i s the f i r s t médical s o c i e t y 
i n i t s région (Exeter Médical S o c i e t y was formed i n 1814), but i t was 
one of the e a r l i e s t p r o v i n c i a l médical s o c i e t i e s ; and i n the course of 
the r e s e a r c h i n t o the h i s t o r y of i t s L i b r a r y , the author bas come t o 
the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e r e are grounds f o r c l a i m i n g i t t o be the f i r s t 
amongst the p r o v i n c i a l s o c i e t i e s t o e s t a b l i s h a l i b r a r y . I t dépends 
upon how "médical s o c i e t y " i s i n t e r p r e t e d , and upon the way i n which 
the date of o r i g i n i s e s t a b l i s h e d . Shaw (84) st u d i e d the médical 
s o c i e t i e s o f Great B r i t a i n which were e s t a b l i s h e d before 1850; he 
excluded from h i s study those s o c i e t i e s which d i d not meet f o r the 
advancement o f knowledge, such as médical d i n i n g c l u b s , s o c i a l médical 
s o c i e t i e s , médical book c l u b s , e t c . Hè a l s o excluded those s o c i e t i e s 
which were médical l i c e n s i n g bodies. In h i s c h r o n o l o g i e s , the 
e a r l i e s t médical s o c i e t i e s worthy of the name, i . e . which met t o advance 
knowledge, were: i n Sco t l a n d , 1737 Royal Médical S o c i e t y of Edinburgh, 
and 1789 Aberdeen M e d i c o - C h i r u r g i e a l S o c i e t y ; i n London, 1773 the 
Médical S o c i e t y of London; and i n the E n g l i s h p r o v i n c e s , 1774 C o l c h e s t e r 
Médical S o c i e t y and 1794 Plymouth Médical S o c i e t y . R a t c l i f f e has 
studied t h e C o l c h e s t e r Médical S o c i e t y (85) ; the e a r l i e s t minute books 
are l o s t , but he found t h a t the o r i g i n a l members were from d i f f e r e n t 
towns i n Essex and S u f f o l k and t h a t although one of t h e i r e a r l i e s t o b j e c t s 
was t o form a l i b r a r y , i t was more of a c i r c u l a t i n g book c l u b than a 
permanent c o l l e c t i o n , probably because o f the d i f f i c u l t y of f i n d i n g a 
place t o s t o r e t h e books; i t was not u n t i l 1843 t h a t t h i s S o c i e t y 
s t a r t e d a permanent l i b r a r y , by s u b s c r i b i n g f o r the Sydenham S o c i e t y 
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p u b l i c a t i o n s , and o n l y i n 1855 d i d tbey e l e c t t b e f i r s t L i b r a r y 
Committee. T b i s was l o n g a f t e r Plymouth bad a c q u i r e d a s i z e a b l e 
c o l l e c t i o n , as w i l l be sbown i n the h i s t o r y of t h e Plymouth Medical 
S o c i e t y , and i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r context Plymouth c o u l d be argued t o 
have the e a r l i e s t medical l i b r a r y amongst s o c i e t i e s of i t s type i n 
England. Other authors bave taken a l e s s s t r i n g e n t a t t i t u d e towards 
t h e i r définitions of medical s o c i e t i e s , and i n the wider context 
t h e r e are e a r l i e r medical l i b r a r i e s i n p r o v i n c i a l medical s o c i e t i e s , 
n o t a b l y L i v e r p o o l M e d i c a l S o c i e t y which was founded i n about 1770 
w i t h the primary o b j e c t of the cooperative purchase o f books (86). 
The d i f f e r e n t c r i t e r l a used by a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h i s f i e l d of medical 
h i s t o r y , such as R o l l e s t o n (87), Power (88) and Thomton (89) make 
i t impossible t o e x t r a c t a comparative r a n k i n g o f the Plymouth 
Medical S o c i e t y , but what does seem t o emerge i s t h a t t h e r e i s general 
agreement t h a t i t was one of t h e e a r l i e s t p r o v i n c i a l medical s o c i e t i e s , 
and the author ' s e n q u i r i e s i n t o the s t a t e o f s u r v i v a l and l o c a t i o n o f 
the l i b r a r i e s of e a r l i e r s o c i e t i e s suggests t h a t t h e Plymouth Medical 
S o c i e t y can p r i d e i t s e l f on being the o l d e s t s o c i e t y r e t a i n i n g the 
remnants o f i t s l i b r a r y i n i t s own possession. Furthermore, the 
S o c i e t y has the advantage t h a t i t r e t a i n s some a r c h i v e s i n c l u d i n g the 
f i r s t minute book, so t h a t some détails are a v a i l a b l e about t h e 
foundation and growth of the L i b r a r y . I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e 
f o l l o w i n g study of the Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y i s the f i r s t p r o f e s s i o n a l 
examination o f i t s h i s t o r y , and might consequently be of i n t e r e s t 
not only t o l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s , but a l s o t o medical l i b r a r y h i s t o r i a n s . 
Traces o f o t h e r l o c a l medical s o c i e t i e s have been found, 
v i z . the Western M e d i c a l and C h i r u r g i c a l S o c i e t y , e s t a b l i s h e d 1824, the 
Devonport Medical S o c i e t y ( f l . 1838), and the Plymouth Devonport and 
Stonehouse Medical Reading S o c i e t y ( f l . 1849). Tbey appear t o bave 
been of much l e s s importance than the Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y , and 
d i d not generate much i n the way of book c o l l e c t i o n s , but bave been 
grouped f o r présentation i n s e c t i o n 9.5. 
The second l i b r a r y , which was a v a i l a b l e to.naval medical men , 
was the Medical L i b r a r y of the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l at Stonehouse. I t 
seems, however, t h a t t h e Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y L i b r a r y was c l o s e l y 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e Plymouth h o s p i t a l s and was capable o f being used 
f o r référence by a wider community than t h e S o c i e t y , so the h i s t o r y 
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o f t h e h o s p i t a l s o f t h e T h r e e T o v m s w i l l b e o u t l i n e d t o p u t t h è s e 
t w o l i b r a r i e s i n f o c u s . 
I n P l y m o u t b t h e c i v i l i a n h o s p i t a l s a r e o f c o m p a r â t i v e l y 
l a t e o r i g i n . A l t h o u g h t h e r e w a s s o m e p r o v i s i o n o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
c a r e f o r t h e s i c k f r o m a t l e a s t t h e l a t e s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , p l u s 
t h e e a r l i e r w o r k h o u s e h o s p i t a l w a r d , t h e f i r s t r e a l h o s p i t a l w a s 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1798 a s t h e l o c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e g r e a t v o l u n -
t a r y h o s p i t a l m o v e m e n t o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . T h i s w a s t h e 
P u b l i c D i s p e n s a r y , w h i c h a t f i r s t t o o k o n l y o u t - p a t l e n t s , b u t s o o n 
a c q u i r e d a s i t e a n d b u i l t w a r d s w h i c h o p e n e d i n 1809. T h i s h o s p i t a l 
w a s s o s u c c e s s f u l t h a t e x p a n s i o n b e c a m e n e c e s s a r y , l e a d i n g d i r e c t l y 
t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t i n 183 5 o f t h e S o u t h D e v o n a n d E a s t C o m w a l l 
H o s p i t a l o n a s i t e i n t h e c e n t r e o f P l y m o u t h . I n 1884 i t t r a n s f e r r e d 
t o a n e w s i t e o n t h e o u t s k i r t s o f t h e c e n t r e , a t G r e e n b a n k ; i t b e c a m e 
k n o w n a s G r e e n b a n k H o s p i t a l , a n d h a s s i n c e t h e n e x p a n d e d c o n s i d e r a b l y 
o n t h e s i t e . T h e L i b r a r y o f t h e P l y m o u t h M é d i c a l S o c i e t y w a s 
a c c o m m o d a t e d i n t h e P u b l i c D i s p e n s a r y i n 1817, a n d t r a n s f e r r e d w i t h t h e 
l a t t e r t o i t s l a t e r s i t e s , p r e s u m a b l y p r o v i d i n g a r é f é r e n c e f a c i l i t y t o 
t h e h o s p i t a l m é d i c a l s t a f f g e n e r a l l y , a l t h o u g h t h i s i s n o t e x p l i c i t i n 
t h e e a r l y y e a r s . I n 1892 t h e L i b r a r y a n d t h e S o c i e t y h a d o u t g r o w n 
i t s a c c o m m o d a t i o n , a n d m o v e d a w a y f r o m t h e H o s p i t a l ; t h e l a t t e r s e e m s 
t o h a v e m a d e n o a t t e m p t a t t h a t t i m e t o s e t u p a r e p l a c e m e n t l i b r a r y . 
I n 1946 t h e P l y m o u t h M é d i c a l S o c i e t y L i b r a r y m o v e d b a c k i n t o t h e 
H o s p i t a l , a n d e v e n t u a l l y i t s n e w e s t s t o c k b e c a m e t h e f o u n d a t i o n c o l l e c -
t i o n o f t h e m o d e m H o s p i t a l M é d i c a l L i b r a r y . 
S e v e r a l s p é c i a l i s t h o s p i t a l s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d i n o r a r o u n d 
P l y m o u t h b e f o r e 1914. T b e y i n c l u d e : t h e R o y a l E y e I n f i r m a r y , e s t a b -
l i s h e d 1821; t h e W o r k h o u s e I n f i r m a r y , w h i c h m o v e d t o a s i t e n e a r F r e e d o m 
P a r k i n 1849 a n d l a t e r b e c a m e t h e C i t y H o s p i t a l ; P l y m o u t h B o r o u g h 
A s y l u m n e a r U g b o r o u g h , i n 1891; 1892 M o u n t G o u l d H o s p i t a l f o r . i n f e c t i o n s 
d i s e a s e s , a n d 1892 P e a m C o n v a l e s c e n t H o m e . T h e o n l y l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n 
d i s c o v e r e d a m o n g t h e m w h i c h w a s p r i e r t o 1914 w a s t h e l o c a t i o n 
o f t h e W e s t e r n M é d i c a l a n d C h i m r g i c a l S o c i e t y L i b r a r y i n t h e R o y a l 
E y e I n f i r m a r y f o r a n n n k n o w n p e r i o d . T h e B o r o u g h L i b r a r y l e n t s o m e 
o l d v o l u m e s o f m a g a z i n e s t o t h e W o r k h o u s e I n f i r m a r y , a s m e n t i o n e d i n 
C h a p t e r 7, b u t t h i s w a s c l e a r l y f o r t h e p a t i e n t s , n o t t h e m é d i c a l 
s t a f f . 
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At Devonport the h o s p i t a l development roughly p a r a l l e l e d 
t h a t of Plymouth. Dock had s i x r e s i d e n t surgeons i n 1783 and i t s 
f i r s t r e s i d e n t p h y s i c i a n i n 1808. The t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n was l a r g e r 
than Plymouth, but mndical r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was sharñc". w i t h t h e Dockyard 
and Armed S e r v i c e s . I t was not u n t i l 1815 t h a t the Dock P u b l i c 
Dispensary was e s t a b l i s h e d , and from i t evolved the Royal A l b e r t 
H o s p i t a l , opened 1863. The A d m i r a l t y c o n t r i b u t e d t o the upkeep 
o f the H o s p i t a l , and i n 1914 had taken over i t s Lock Wards, which 
were used f o r a v a r i e t y o f purposes and ended up w i t h housing the Port 
L i b r a r y . However, no t r a c e of any l i b r a r y has been found i n the 
pre-1914 p e r i o d . 
The medical h i s t o r y o f Stonehouse i s p a r t i c u l a r l y bound up 
w i t h the establishment of the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l t h e r e i n 1763. 
The H o s p i t a l c o n t a i n s a c o l l e c t i o n of o l d medical books, some of 
which were pu b l i s h e d long b e f o r e 1763, and u n t i l t h i s r e s e a r c h was 
undertaken the o r i g i n of t h i s o l d Medical L i b r a r y was c o m p l e t e l y 
unknovm although i t seemed u n l i k e l y t h a t i t c o u l d antedate t h e 
H o s p i t a l . I t bas now been shown by the author t h a t t h i s Medical 
L i b r a r y was e s t a b l i s h e d by the Medical Department of thé Navy i n 1825, 
and t h i s must mean t h a t the L i b r a r y was among the e a r l i e s t h o s p i t a l 
m e dical l i b r a r i e s e s t a b l i s h e d o u t s i d e of the t e a c h i n g h o s p i t a l s , 
a l t h o u gh i t s c h r o n o l o g i c a l r a n k i n g i s not c l e a r ; the standard v/orks 
on h o s p i t a l h i s t o r y and l i b r a r y h i s t o r y do not seem t o bave attempted 
t h i s p a r t i c u l a r comparison, and i t probably awaits much more research 
i n t o i n d i v i d u a l major h o s p i t a l s before any d e f i n i i t e c o n c l u s i o n s can be 
reached. Once again, however, i t i s the f i r s t time t h a t t h e r e has 
been p r o f e s s i o n a l r e s e a r c h i n t o the h i s t o r y of t h i s Medical L i b r a r y , 
and the f i n d i n g s r e v e a l some in f o r m a t i o n which adds t o the knowledge 
o f not o n l y h o s p i t a l medical l i b r a r i e s i n g e n e r a l but the l i t t l e known 
n a v a l medical l i b r a r i e s i n p a r t i c u l a r . 
The M i l i t a r y H o s p i t a l was b u i l t i n 1797 on the o p p o s i t e 
s i d e of Stonehouse Creek t o t h e Royal Naval H o s p i t a l , but was not 
s t a f f e d r e g u l a r l y , o n l y i n time of war. The Royal Naval H o s p i t a l 
s u p p l i e d both i t and the Dockyard w i t h drugs and medicines, No l i b r a r y 
p r o v i s i o n seems t o be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i t . 
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9 . 3 P L Y M O U T H M E D I C A L S O C I E T Y 
9 . 3 . 1 T h e o r i g l n a n d e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e S o c i e t y a n d i t s L i b r a r y 
O n 1 1 A p r i l 1 7 9 4 t w e l v e m e d i c a l m e n f r o m t h e T h r e e T o w n s m e t 
f o r d i n n e r a t t h e G l o b e H o t e l i n P l y m o u t h t o d i s c u s s t h e s e t t i n g u p o f 
a m e d i c a i s o c i e t y . T w o w e e k s l a t e r , n i n e o f t h e m e t a g a i n t o c o n f i r m 
t h e Rules and régulations w h i c h t h e y h a d d e v i s e d a t t h e f i r s t m e e t i n g , 
a n d b y t h e e n d o f J u n e a l l t w e l v e f o u n d e r m e m b e r s h a d p a i d t h e i r f i r s t 
s u b s c r i p t i o n o f l O s . 6 d . ( 9 0 ) . T w o m e m b e r s w e r e p h y s i c i a n s . D r . R . B . 
R e m m e t t a n d D r . S a m u e l P e t t , a n d t e n w e r e s u r g e o n s . S e v e n l i v e d a n d 
p r a c t i s e d i n P l y m o u t h , f o u r i n D e v o n p o r t , a n d o n e i n S t o n e h o u s e , s o 
p r o f e s s i o n a l c o n s i d é r a t i o n s h a d o u t w e i g h e d t h e p o l i t i c a i r i v a l r i e s o f 
t h e i n d i v i d u a i T h r e e T o w n s . T h e m e m b e r s h i p r e p r e s e n t e d a b o u t h a l f 
o f t h e r e c o r d e d s u r g e o n s a n d p h y s i c i a n s p r a c t I s i n g i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s 
a t t h a t d a t e , i n c l u d i n g s o m e f r o m t h e R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l ( 9 1 ) . 
T h e e v e n t s l e a d i n g u p t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e S o c i e t y a r e 
n o t r e c o r d e d , b u t i t i s k n o w n t h a t i t w a s d i f f i c u l t t o o b t a i n p r o -
f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e t h r o u g h t h e b o o k s e l l e r s i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s e v e n 
a f t e r 1 8 0 0 , a n d t h e r a p i d d e v e l o p m e n t o f m e d i c a i s c i e n c e w a s r e s u l t i n g 
i n m a n y n e w m e d i c a i p u b l i c a t i o n s w i t h w h i c h p r a c t i t i o n e r s n e e d e d t o 
k e e p a b r e a s t . I t i s n o t h a r d t o i m a g i n e t h e c o n t r a s t e x p e r i e n c e d b y 
s o m e o n e l i k e y o u n g D r . P e t t , f r e s h f r o m E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y a n d u s e d 
t o i t s e x c e l l e n t m e d i c a l l i b r a r l e s , w h e n h e s e t t l e d i n P l y m o u t h ; t h e r e 
w a s n o t e v e n a g e n e r a l l i b r a r y , f o r t h e P l y m o u t h P u b l i c L i b r a r y a n d t h e 
P l y m o u t h I n s t i t u t i o n w e r e s t i l i a t l e a s t f i f t e e n y e a r s i n t h e f u t u r e . 
T h e p r i n c i p i e s o f s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r l e s i n t h e f o r m o f h o o k c l u b s a n d 
p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r l e s h a d b e e n w i d e l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e c o u n t r y , 
a n d t h e t w o p h y s i c i a n s a t l e a s t w e r e a c c u s t o m e d t o p a y i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n s 
t o u s e t h e m e d i c a i l i b r a r y a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f E d i n b u r g h , t o w h i c h a l i 
s t u d e n t s h a d t o p a y 2 s . 6 d . a n n u a l l y . M e d i c a i l i b r a r l e s w e r e i n 
e x i s t e n c e i n s o m e m e d i c a i s c h o ò l s a t t a c h e d t o t e a c h i n g - h o s p i t a l s t o o , 
a n d t h e r e w e r e a l s o t h e l o n g e s t a b l i s h e d l i b r a r l e s o f t h e R o y a l C o l l e g e s . 
I n t h è s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t i s n o t s t r ä n g e t o f i n d t h e l o c a l a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f t h e w i d e r e x p é r i e n c e , a n d t h e f o r m a t i o n o f o n e o f t h e e a r l i e s t 
p r o v i n c i a l m e d i c a l s o c i e t i e s . I t i s a t r a d i t i o n o f t h e S o c i e t y t h a t 
i t o r i g i n a t e d a t t h e s u g g e s t i o n o f S a m u e l F u g e , a w e l l k n o w n l o c a l s u r g e o n , 
b u t i t w a s D r . R o b e r t B u t l e r R e m m e t t w h o w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t s 
445. 
s u c c e s s f u l establishment and bacarne known as "the Father of the S o c i e t y " 
(92). Dr. Remmett was the S o c i e t y ' s o n l y O f f i c e r u n t i l 1800, and was 
P r e s i d e n t v i n t i l b i s death i n 1823. One p o s s i b l e reason f o r b i s a c t i v e 
l e a d e r s h i p might bave been t h a t , although t h e concept of a bookclub 
was l i k e l y t o occur t o any p r a c t i t i o n e r , he was probably the most 
experienced of the l o c a i medicai men i n e x p l o i t i n g medicai l i t e r a t u r a , 
p a r t l y through b i s knowledge of the Edinburgh medicai l i b r a r l e s and the 
Edinburgh Medicai S o c i e t y of which he was a member s i n c e 1772, and 
probably p a r t l y a l so because he had twenty years of p r o f e s s i o n a l prac­
t i c a and must bave been one of the s e n i o r medicai men of the Three Towns. 
I t seems p o s s i b l e , t o o , t h a t the formation of the S o c i e t y might bave been 
spurred on i n some way by the young Dr. Samuel P e t t who had graduated 
at Edinburgh as r e c e n t l y as 24 June 1793. Although t h e r e i s no mention 
of such a c o n t r i b u t i o n i n the o f f i c i a i r e c o r d s , i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o f i n d 
t h a t when Dr. P e t t l e f t the Three Towns i n 1796 he was unanimously 
d e c l a r e d an " E x t r a o r d i n a r y Member" (a cat e g o r y which was o f f i c i a l l y non-
e x i s t e n t ) , which suggests t h a t b i s unrecorded c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the S o c i e t y 
must bave been app r e c i a t e d by the members. 
The f i r s t set of Rules and regulations (93)do not e x p l i c i t l y 
s t a t e the purpose of the S o c i e t y , but the paramount o b j e c t was c l e a r l y 
t o o b t a i n and c i r c u i a t e medicai l i t e r a t u r a , f o r n i n e of the t h i r t e e n 
r u l e s were concerned w i t h t h a t s u b j e c t . The f i r s t c l e a r statement of 
the aims o f the S o c i e t y does not occur u n t i l 1841, when i t i s recorded 
i n the I n t r o d u c t i o n t o the r e v i s e d Laws t h a t : 
"The S o c i e t y was intended t o promote a f r i e n d l y i n t e r c o u r s e 
and good f e e l i n g amongst i t s members, and t o d i f f u s e u s e f u l 
i n f o r m a t i o n by the c i r c u l a t i o n of Books i n Medicine and the 
Sciences connected w i t h i t " (94) 
C e r t a i n l y i t has been mainly the s o c i a l element, p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
sumptuous d i n n e r s , which has tended t o be recounted i n the b r i e f o u t l i n e s 
of the S o c i e t y ' s h i s t o r y which i t has p u b l i s h e d , but the o r i g i n a i Rules 
and regulations set the emphasis not on the s o c i a l s i d e but the s e r i o u s 
purpose o f o b t a i n i n g medicai l i t e r a t u r e . Some of the i n d i v i d u a i r u l e s 
were d e s t i n e d t o operate f o r a long time. Four of them d e a l t w i t h 
membership, s t r u c t u r e and s u b s c r i p t i o n s . Membership was t o be l i m i t e d 
t o f i f t e e n , meeting monthly "on the F r i d a y nearest t o every f u l l Moon", 
at seven o ' c l o c k , at the house of each member i n t u r n , "where a l i b u s i ­
ness r e l a t i v e t o the S o c i e t y s h a l l be transacted'.' When vacancias 
occurred i n the membership, candidates had t o be b a l l o t t e d f o r t w i c e . 
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once t o determine t h e i r e l i g i b i l i t y (which had t o be approved unani­
mously) and then by a simple m a j o r i t y t o d e c i d e between e l i g i b l e c a n d i ­
dates. Only one O f f i c e r was appointed, the T r e a s u r e r , whose duty was: 
"... t o r e c e i v e s u b s c r i p t i o n s and f e e s , and t o keep an 
Account of a l i monies r e c e i v e d and d i s b u r s e d and a 
Catalogue o f a l i books ordered '.' 
Every new member had t o pay an admission fee o f "such sum as s h a l l be 
thought reasonable by the S o c i e t y " and a s u b s c r i p t i o n of l O s . 6d. h a l f 
y e a r l y t h e r e a f t e r . The founder-members d i d not pay an admission f e e , 
and the f i r s t admission fee which was recorded i n the Treasurer's Book 
was on 9 June 1797, when W i l l i a m Woollcombe was e l e c t e d and p a i d one 
guinea admission and lOs. 6d. s u b s c r i p t i o n . 
The remaining nine r u l e s r e l a t e d t o hook p r o v i s i o n , and 
suggest t h a t at l e a s t one of the members had e i t h e r personal experience 
of a hook c l u b or had seen the r u l e s o f one. The p o l i c y of hook 
s e l e c t i o n was c l e a r l y s t a t e d t o "be c o n f i n e d t o such books as are 
w r i t t e n on Medicine and the Sciences connected w i t h i t ; and t h i s 
p o l i c y has remained vinchanged ever s i n c e then. The books were t o be 
s e l e c t e d by a m a j o r i t y of the members at a g e n e r a l meeting; and t h i s 
arrangement continued f o r over one hundred y e a r s , u n t i l 1904 when t h e r e 
was some r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n and the power of d e c i s i o n was t r a n s f e r r e d t o 
a m a j o r i t y of the C o u n c i l . A l l new books were f i r s t t o be sent t o t h e 
Treasurer, "who s h a l l w r i t e on, or a f f i x t o each the order of c i r c u l a t i o n , 
p u t t i n g each member i n t u r n at the head o f the l i s t , and s h a l l , at b i s 
own d i s c r e t i o n , mention a l s o the time each hook may be keptV Each 
member had t o note c a r e f u l l y the time he forwarded the hook, and f i n e s 
were payable f o r overdue r e t e n t i o n : up t o two days, 6d., 2 t o 7 days 
I s . , 1 - 2 weeks 2s., over two weeks 2s. and the o r i g i n a i v a l u e of the 
hook. Two days were allowed f o r books t o pass between Plymouth and 
Plymouth Dock. Each member had t o r e p o r t at every meeting the t i t l e s 
of the books he had i n b i s possession, on p a i n of I s . f i n e . I f a volume 
was l o s t o r damaged, the member concerned had t o pay the o r i g i n a i p r i c e , 
and i f i t was a volume of a s e t , p a i d the o r i g i n a i value o f the s e t , 
t a k i n g t h e odd volumes f o r h i m s e l f . A f t e r t he books had been c i r c u l a t e d 
they were t o be returned t o the Treasurer "who s h a l l be answerable f o r 
them.'.' Any member cou l d bave a second r e a d i n g , "but s h a l l not then 
keep any book longer than double the t i m e s f i r s t allowed, i f i t happens 
to be wanted by any other member'.' Once a year t h e r e was t o be an a u c t i o n 
of the books t h e S o c i e t y d i d not wish t o r e t a i n , and the items t o be 
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so l d were t o be decided by t b e S o c i e t y at a preceeding meeting. 
I t appears from t b i s l a s t r u l e t b a t t b e S o c i e t y c l e a r l y envisaged t h a t 
i t would b u i l d up a r e s e r v e o f the more important books a f t e r they had 
been c i r c u l a t e d , a l t h o ugh i t was probably not envisaged as a l a r g e 
l i b r a r y at t h a t date, and the S o c i e t y had the g e n e r a l appearance of a 
bookclub which s p e c i a l i s e d i n medicine. 
9.3.2 The e a r l y years 1794 - 1817 
A number of amendments t o the r u l e s and o r g a n i s a t i o n o f the 
S o c i e t y took p l a c e i n t h e e a r l y years as i t began t o c o n s o l i d a t e and 
develop. Dr. Remmett e v i d e n t l y gave i t f i r m guidance. He had been 
e l e c t e d Treasurer i n 1794 and app a r e n t l y remained unopposed at the 
annual e l e c t i o n s . E f f e c t i v e l y , although he was c a l l e d Treasurer, he 
was a l s o undertaking r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of P r e s i d e n t , L i b r a r i a n and 
Sec r e t a r y , and an e a r l y development was the d e v o l u t i o n of work by the 
establishment o f o t h e r p o s t s . The f i r s t o f the s e was the post o f 
L i b r a r i a n : 
"Dr. Remmett having r e s i g n e d t h a t p a r t of the o f f i c e o f 
the Treasurer which r e s p e c t s the c a r e and management of 
the books, Dr. Woollcombe was t h i s day e l e c t e d L i b r a r i a n 
t o the Society'.' (95) 
The d e v o l u t i o n c o n t i n u e d , w i t h the f i r s t S e c r e t a r y being appointed i n 
1807 and the d i m i n i s h e d o f f i c e of Treasurer i n 1809, l e a v i n g Dr. 
Remmett with t h e o f f i c e o f P r e s i d e n t u n t i l b i s death i n 1823 ( a f t e r , 
which the host f o r the evening p r e s i d e d u n t i l the o f f i c e of P r e s i d e n t 
was re-establishéd i n 1869). In 1802 i t was f e l t t h a t the S o c i e t y was 
s u f f i c i e n t l y e s t a b i i s h e d and members acquainted t o reduce the frequency 
of t h e meetings from monthly t o q u a r t e r l y . 
The bookstock was small i n these e a r l y years, and reached 
o n l y about 400 volumes by 1817 (96). The volumes were app a r e n t l y kept 
at t h e home f i r s t o f Dr. Remmett and then o f Dr. Woollcombe. There 
were no overhead expenses, and the whole of the S o c i e t y ' s income could 
be a p p l i e d t o book purchase. The income from s u b s c r i p t i o n s and 
o c c a s i o n a i entrance fees were at f i r s t u s e f u l l y supplemented by f i n e s 
and t h e income from the s a l e of books. F i n e s , however, d i d not appear 
to bave been an adequate p e n a l t y t o safeguard t h e r a p i d c i r c u l a t i o n of 
books; f o r i n 1811 i t was r e s o l v e d t h a t t h e s u b s i s t i n g r e g u l a t i o n s 
" r e s p e c t i n g t h e c i r c u l a t i o n o f books were inadequate t o i t s being 
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e f f e c t e d r e g u l a r l y " and a committee was appointed " t o c o n s i d e r o f such 
r e g u l a t i o n s as s h a l l be more c a l c u l a t e d t o produce t h e o b j e c t i n viewV (97) 
The Committee produced a p l a n , of which détails a r e unknown, but the 
S o c i e t y r e j e c t e d i t as the p l a n would bave caused "more inconvenience 
than would be counterbalanced by other important considérations'.' (98) 
The r u l e regarding f i n e s was repealed i n 1812 except i n respect o f reviews 
and p e r i o d i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s (99), when i t was a l s o determined t h a t the 
Se c r e t a r y should r e p o r t undue r e t e n t i o n of books, and the members would 
décide on the pe n a l t y . I t i s not c l e a r what the p e n a l t i e s were, but 
they were e v i d e n t l y no longer f i n a n c i a l . No income from f i n e s appears 
i n the Treasurer's Book a f t e r the 5s. from f i n e s i n 1814-5, but i t was 
not u n t i l 1841 t h a t a new r u l e on the subject embodied t he d e c i s i o n o f 
1812: 
"In as much as no f i n e s are imposed f o r t h e n e g l e c t of any 
of the f o r e g o i n g r e g u l a t i o n s , the S o c i e t y holds every 
Member and Associâte bound i n honour t o observe them'.' (lOO) 
The e a r l y income from t he s a l e of books r e s u l t e d i n a few s h i l l i n g s 
e x t r a per annum u n t i l 1803, a f t e r which i t ceased u n t i l 1818 when the 
small sum of I s . 6d. was recorded from t h a t source^ appearing o n l y 
o c c a s i o n a l l y t h e r e a f t e r u n t i l 1839 when s a l e s were again implemented 
f o r a few years. T h i s suggests t h a t perhaps a more p o s i t i v e p o l i c y 
was being adopted towards t he b u i l d i n g up of a permanent l i b r a r y at 
the end of the f i r s t f i v e y e a r s , and t h i s i s strengthened by the d e c i s i o n 
i n 1797 t o bind some volumes w i t h the évident i n t e n t i o n of préservation, 
and the appointment i n 1800 o f the L i b r a r i a n . 
The m a j o r i t y of e a r l y purchases seem t o bave been books, which 
were obtained v i a t h e main l o c a l b o o k s e l l e r s i n c l u d i n g Haydon, Ric h a r d s , 
Reas & C u r t i s , and N e t t l e t o n ( l O l ) . The payments made f o r "books" 
probably soon began t o i n c l u d e p e r i o d i c a l s , the f i r s t référence t o one 
by t i t l e being r-esault's journal on 3 A p r i l 1795. The référence t o 
p e r i o d i c a l s and reviews i n t h e 1812 d e c i s i o n t o r e p e a l f i n e s suggests 
t h a t t h e r e were s e v e r a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s , but no. o t b e r s were meritioned by 
t i t l e . The 1841 Catalogue shows t h a t the e a r l i e s t p e r i o d i c a l runs 
then e x t a n t , and p o s s i b l y a c q u i r e d by s u b s c r i p t i o n s from t h e i r i n i t i a l 
dates were: 1792-1805 Memoirs of the Médical Society of London, 1793 
Transactions of the Collège of Physicians of Philadelphia, 1793 Trans-
actions of the Society for the Improvement of Médical and Chirurgical 
Knowledge, 1794-1804 Médical review, 1796-1804 Annals of medicine, 
1799-1833 Médical and physical journal, 1800-1840 Philosophical trans-
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actions of the Royal Society. The Treasurer's Book shows t h a t by 1822 
the f o l l o w i n g p e r i o d i c a l s were being taken r e g u l a r l y , at a t o t a l annual 
c o s t of about £8. 10.O., r o u g h l y one h a l f o f the annual income: 
Medical journal, Medical i n t e l l i g e n c e , Journal of foreign medicine, 
Médical-chirurgical journal, Edinburgh medical journal, Philosophical 
transactions and Johnson's journal. 
The L i b r a r i a n ' s d u t l e s i n these e a r l y y e a r s were u n c l e a r , but 
seem t o have been minimal. The Treasurer ordered books and J o u r n a l s ; 
the S e c r e t a r y was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c i r c u l a t i n g them; the L i b r a r i a n was 
appar e n t l y i n charge o f the growing c o l l e c t i o n of works which bad been 
c i r c u l a t e d t o each member i n t u m and were accumulating i n t o a nucleus 
of a permanent l i b r a r y (103). 
9.3.3. C o n s o l i d a t i o n and growth 1817 - 1869 
By 1817 the L i b r a r y had grown t o about 400 volumes and t h e 
S o c i e t y needed s u i t a b l e accommodation from which t h i s u s e f u l c o l l e c t i o n 
c o u l d be e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e . Several members of t h e S o c i e t y had been 
i n f l u e n t i a l l y i n v o l v e d i n the establishment of the new P u b l i c Dispensary, 
which seemed an obvious cholee o f l o c a t i o n . The Governors' permission 
was obtained, a bookease was purehased f o r £14.1.6., and t h e books were 
t r a n s p o r t a d t o t h e i r new r e n t - f r e e accommodation i n the Committee Room 
of the Dispensary, where the S o c i e t y h e l d i t s f i r s t meeting on 17 February 
1817 (104) . The car e o f the books was e n t m s t e d t o the Matron, Mrs. 
Edgeland, and the S o c i e t y i n e u r r e d i t s f i r s t overhead expenditure by 
paying her a g r a t u i t y o f one guinea per annum f o r her s e r v i c e s i n 
i s s u i n g and r e c e i v i n g t h e books. At t h i s time, t o o , two c o p i e s of a 
catalogue were made by an lonknown Mr. Ja c k s , who was pa i d l O s . 6d. f e r 
b i s labour (105). The books which had eompleted t h e i r c i r c u l a t i o n 
t o members and were lodged i n t h i s L i b r a r y became known as t h e Shelf Books 
t o d i s t i n g u i s h them from more récent purchases, and the c o l l e c t i o n was 
d e s t i n e d t o grew t e some 2,000 volumes by 1870. 
The d e s i r a b i l i t y of extending the S o c i e t y ' s u s e f u l medical 
c o l l e c t i o n t o other p r a c t i t i o n e r s had probably been one of t h e reasons 
f o r meving i t t o the Dispensary; f e r although f u l l membership continued 
t o be held t o a maximum of f i f t e e n , i n 1817 a new category of members 
was e s t a b l i s h e d , the F j c t r a o r d i n a r y Members, who i n 1826 changad t h e i r 
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d é s i g n a t i o n t o A s s o c i a t e s . U n t i l 1 8 3 6 a l i r a i t w a s p l a c e d o n t h e 
n u m b e r o f A s s o c i a t e s , 1 2 i n 1 8 2 2 , a n d 16 i n 1 8 2 2 . A s s o c i a t e s p a i d 
a n a d m i s s i o n f e e a n d a n a n n u a l s u b s c r i p t i o n , w h i c h p e r m i t t e d t h e m t o 
h a v e f r e e a c c e s s t o t h e L i b r a r y a n d t o r e c e i v e t h e p e r i o d i c a l s a n d n e w 
b o o k s i n c o u r s e o f c i r c u l a t i o n . T h e y a l s o h a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
r e c o m m e n d n e w t i t l e s t o b e p u r e h a s e d , b u t h a d t o d o t h i s v i a a M e m b e r 
o r t h e S e c r e t a r y , a s o n l y M e m b e r s a t t e n d e d t h e m e e t i n g s a n d t o o k t h e 
b u s i n e s s d é c i s i o n s . I n 1 8 5 1 a n A s s o c i a t e r e s i g n e d , g i v i n g a s b i s 
r e a s o n t h a t " t h e W o r k s i n c i r c u l a t i o n d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r h a v e c o n t a i n e d 
s o l i t t l e o f p r o f e s s i o n a l i n t e r e s t " , t o w h i c h t h e S e c r e t a r y r e p l i e d 
t h a t b e r e g r e t t e d t h a t t h e m e m b e r c o n c e r n e d 
" . . . h a d n o t o f t e n e r u s e d t h e o p p o r t i i n i t y a f f o r d e d h i m 
o f n a m i n g w o r k s b e w i s h e d t o s e e , w h i c h m i g h t h a v e 
p r o v e d m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g t o h i m a n d u s e f u l t o o t b e r s " (106) 
B y t h e e n d o f t h e 1 8 2 0 s t h e S o c i e t y w a s o p é r â t i n g o n c l e a r p r o p r i e t a r y 
p r i n c i p l e s . T h e M e m b e r s p a i d a n e n t r a n c e f e e o f £ 5 f o r a s h a r e i n t h e 
p r o p e r t y , a n d t h e s h a r e w a s p u r e h a s e d b a c k f r o m t h e m a t t h e s a m e s u m 
i f t h e M e m b e r l e f t t h e S o c i e t y ; a s p r o p r i e t e r s , t h e M e m b e r s t o o k a i l 
o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s m a n a g e m e n t d é c i s i o n s , a t t h e i r r e g u l a r q u a r t e r l y 
m e e t i n g s . T h e A s s o c i a t e s , h a d a n o r m a l s u b s c r i b e r ' s f a c i l i t y e f u s i n g 
t h e L i b r a r y a n d r e c e i v i n g t h e n e w b o o k s a n d j o u r n a l s , f o r w h i c h t h e 
e n t r a n c e f e e w a s t w o g u i n e a s a n d t h e a n n u a l s u b s c r i p t i o n £ 1 , u n t i l 
1 8 3 1 w h e n t h e a n n u a l s u b s c r i p t i o n w a s r a i s e d t o t h i r t y s h i l l i n g s ( 1 0 7 ) . 
T h e S o c i e t y n e v e r o w n e d p r e m i s e s , s o i t s e n t i r e p r o p e r t y n e v e r c e n s i s t e d 
o f m o r e t h a n t h e b o o k s , b o e k - c a s e s , a n d a f e w p o r t r a i t s p l u s s o m e e d d m e n t s ; 
s o a l t h o u g h t h e M e m b e r s w e r e p r o p r i e t e r s , t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e r a t h e r 
l e s s f o r m a i t h a n t h o s e e f t h e P l y m o u t h P u b l i c L i b r a r y a n d D e v o n p o r t 
P u b l i e L i b r a r y w h i c h h a d n e w b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d . a s p r o p r i e t a r y l i b r a r i e s . 
T h e i n c r e a s e i n t o t a l m e m b e r s h i p f r o m 1 8 1 7 o n w a r d s m a d e i t 
n e c e s s a r y t o r e v i e w a n d a m e n d t h e c i r c u l a t i o n a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r n e w b o o k s 
a n d p e r i o d i c a l s f r o m t i m e t o t i m e . I n p a r t i e u l a r , i t b e c a m e n e c e s s a r y 
t o d u p l i c a t a s o m e o f t h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t p e r i o d i c a l s , w h i c h a c c o u n t f o r 
t h e r e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f e e c a s i e n a l a u c t i o n s f o r a f e w y e a r s f r o m 1839 . 
s o m e c i r c u l a t i o n r e g i s t e r s s u r v i v e f r o m 1836, s h o w i n g h o w t h i s s e r v i c e 
o p é r â t e d . S é p a r â t e c i r c u l a t i o n l i s t s w e r e m a i n t a i n e d f o r M e m b e r s cind 
A s s o c i a t e s , a n d w i t h i n e a c h l i s t t h e r e w a s a f u r t h e r s u b d i v i s i o n i n t o 
b o o k s a n d p e r i o d i c a l s . M o s t M e m b e r s a n d A s s o c i a t e s h a d t h e i r n a m e s o n 
t h e c i r c u l a t i o n l i s t s f o r b o t h b o o k s a n d p e r i o d i c a l s , b u t a f e w a p p e a r 
t o h a v e b e e n i n t e r e s t e d i n o n l y b o o k s o r p e r i o d i c a l s a n d n o t b o t h . 
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Bach c i r c u l a t i o n group contained between twelve and f i f t e e n names, 
and i t c o u l d take months f o r items t o reacb the l a s t person on t h e 
l i s t . The S e c r e t a r y continuad t o a s s i g n a p p r o p r i a t e maximum p e r i o d s 
f o r each i n d i v i d u a i reader t o r e t a i n an item, and some examples f o r 
1825 were quoted on the occasion of t h e S e c r e t a r y r e p o r t i n g a s e r i o n s 
d e f a u l t e r (108): v o l s . 3 & 4 of Lancet 6 days, i s s u e s nos. 3-6 of 
Lancet 3 days, and Edinburgh journal 6 days. The f i r s t few e n t r i e s 
i n the c i r c u l a t i o n ledger f o r 1836 shows the time i t took f o r t h e items 
t o complete t h e i r c i r c u l a t i o n o f not more than f i f t e e n r eaders, and t h e 
dates of r e t u r n suggest t h a t t h e r e had been a b u i l d - u p i n s t e a d of an 
aven f l o w o f items; 
Medical gazette no. 430 S Lancet no. 652 sent 1.3.1836 r e t u m e d 6.7.1836 
431 " 653 7.3.1836 6.7.1836 
432 " 654 14.3.1836 6.7.1836 
B e l i n a y e on the sources of health and disease 9.3.1836 23.3.1837 
Cross on urinary calculus 9.3.1836 22.9.1836 
W i l l i a m s Pathology s diagnoses of diseases 23.3.1836 22.9.1836 
of the chest 
In the e a r l y years Dr. Remmett had the r i g h t t o see each item f i r s t , 
and he r e t a i n e d t h i s privilège u n t i l b i s death. A f t e r he had seen the 
itera, i t was c i r c n l a t e d f i r s t among the Plymouth m.embers and then 
amongst tho s e at Dock. In 1820 i t was agreed t h a t i t would be f a i r e r 
t o s t a r t t h e c i r c u l a t i o n i n Dock i n a l t e r n a t e years (109) , s t a r t i n g i n 
1821. In 1834 i t was agreed t h a t i n the c i r c u l a t i o n of p e r i o d i c a l s , t he 
names of t h e Members and A s s s o c i a t e s should come t o the t o p of t h e l i s t 
i n r o t a t i o n ; t h i s had been s t i p n l a t e d i n the o r i g i n a i r u l e s of 1794, but 
had a p p a r e n t l y been d i s c o n t i n n e d ( l l O ) . I t might bave been expected 
t h a t the removal of the l i m i t a t i o n on numbers o f A s s o c i a t e s i n 1836 
would have r e s u l t e d i n a surge of new A s s o c i a t e s , but t h i s d i d not 
matérialise, probably because of t h e e x i s t e n c e of t h e other l i t t l e - k n o w n 
medicai s o c i e t i e s which had been e s t a b l i s h e d , snob as the Devonport 
and Stonebonse Medicai S o c i e t y which might have been some forra o f r e a c t i o n 
t o the inconvénient d i s t a n c e of t h e L i b r a r y and t h e d i f f i c n l t i e s o f 
c i r c u l a t i o n being experienced i n t h e Plymouth Medicai S o c i e t y . The 
number of A s s o c i a t e s d e c l i n e d , and by 1853 was considered t o be small 
enongh t o amalgamate the l i s t o f Members and A s s o c i a t e s and c a n c e l the 
d u p l i c a t i o n o f j o n r n a l s (111). 
The L i b r a r y of "stock books" grew by the a d d i t i o n of donations 
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as w e l l as t h e circulâted items. The most n o t a b l e a d d i t i o n by donation 
was probably t h e medical l i b r a r y of Dr. Remmett; he d i e d i n 1823, and 
b i s son donated about 160 volumes from b i s f a t h e r ' s l i b r a r y t o the 
S o c i e t y , which recorded i n the minutes - w i t h marked l a c k o f enthusiasm -
"Resolved t h a t t h e S o c i e t y d u l y appréciâtes the présent 
made by Dr. Remmett of a c o l l e c t i o n of o l d medical wòrks 
l a t e t h e propert y of b i s f a t h e r '.' (112) 
I t l o o k s as though the son, himself a p b y s i c i a n , kept t h e most modem 
Works, and gave t he S o c i e t y the unwanted works which had been the b a s i c 
éducation o f a p h y s i c i a n when o l d Dr. Remmett s t u d i e d medicine i n the 
1770S, a time when examinations were s t i l i conducted i n L a t i n , and i t 
was s t i l i u s u a i t o i n c l u d e a study of Hippocrates and Galen e t c . w i t h 
the more modem medicai works. Many of t h e donated works were i n L a t i n , 
and the t o t a l of 115 works i n 176 volumes was not of much i n t e r e s t t o 
the S o c i e t y which was formed t o keep abreast o f modem medicine, not 
to study medicai b i s t o r y . Consequently, a l t h o u g h Remmett's books were 
catalogued i n t h e 1841 published Catalogue, they were not as f u l l y 
d e s c r i b e d as the other items; they were the o n l y ones of which the 
p u b l i c a t i o n dates were excluded. I r o n i c a l l y , t h e o n l y s u r v i v i n g hook 
from t h i s d e s p i s e d or unwanted Remmett donation i s Boyle's Sceptical 
chemist, which i s the most v a l u a b l e of the S o c i e t y ' s books and, i f s o l d , 
would p r o v i d e t h e money t o r e p a i r the other books which need much 
attention." Other donations made to the S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y were. given by 
members such as C h a r l e s Yonge's 29 volumes i n 1841 (113), and H. F o r t e s -
cue i n 1840 (114). In 1842 Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y presented Farren's 
Observations on the rules and laws of mortality among Europeans, probably 
because o f i t s p o l i c y t o exclude p u r e l y p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e ; t h i s 
gesture r e t u r n e d the compliment p a i d t o i t i n 1813 when the S o c i e t y 
presented 34 volumes o f G r i s e l l e ' s L'Histoire des i n s c r i p t i o n s which 
e v i d e n t l y f e l l o u t s i d e xtif^s own p o l i c y o f a c q u i r i n g medicai and r e l a t a d 
s c i e n t i f i c works. 
In 1831 the S o c i e t y began t o employ a p o r t e r t o convey stock 
books from one member t o another, which e v i d e n t l y improved t h e s e r v i c e 
but added t o the overhead c o s t s of the o r g a n i s a t i o n , although the in c r e a s e 
i n the same year of the A s s o c i a t e s ' s u b s c r i p t i o n s from £1 t o £1.10.0 
helped t o o f f s e t t h e e x t r a expense. In 1841 George Davis was p a i d £5 
fo r the charge o f the S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y and f o r a c t i n g as p o r t e r i n 
c i r c u l a t i n g t h e books and d e l i v e r i n g n o t i c e s , e t c . N e v e r t h e l e s s , the 
expenditure on books and p e r i o d i c a l s remained a h i g h percentage of the 
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t o t a l expenditure. In 1854, f o r example, t h e t o t a l incoine was £30.17.6 
of which £22.3.4 was spent on books and p e r i o d i c a l s . The f o l l o w i n g 
year the income was £24.15.0, of which £13.8.4 was spent on books and 
p e r i o d i c a l s , £5. 5.0 on the p o r t e r ' s s a l a r y , one guinea each as s u b s c r i p -
t i o n s t o the Sydenham S o c i e t y , P r o v i n c i a l Medical A s s o c i a t i o n , Medical 
Benevolent Fund, p r i n t i n g lOs. 8d., sundries 3s. 6d., l e a v i n g a net 
p r o f i t of £2. 4. 6. f o r the year. 
The e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e t o a catalogue seems t o be the 1817 
payment f o r two manuscript c o p i e s , r e f e r r e d t o e a r l i e r . The bundle 
of f i n a n c i a l vouchers i n the S o c i e t y ' s a r c h i v e s r e v e a l e d t h a t i n 1825 
a catalogue had been p r i n t e d , f i f t y c o pies o f 88 pages Demo 8vo., 
at a t o t a l c ost of £16 p l u s £1.5.0. f o r b i n d i n g them i n a p r i n t e d 
wrapper (115). U n f o r t u n a t e l y none seem t o have s u r v i v e d . The e a r l i e s t 
extant Catalogue i s t h e 1841 e d i t i o n . I t c o n s i s t s of an a l p h a b e t i c a l 
l i s t i n g by a u t h o r s ' names, and the i n d i v i d u a i e n t r i e s c o n s i s t of 
author, short t i t l e , number of volumes, format, and date of p u b l i c a t i o n 
(except Dr. Remmett's books). The e d i t i o n of a work i s r a r e l y s t a t e d , 
and seriáis are entered under t i t l e . The L i b r a r y contained 41 volumes 
of t r a c t s , the c o n t e n t s of which appear t w i c e , i n t h e author l i s t i n g and 
i n a systematic e n t r y under the heading "Tracts'.' An a n a l y s i s of t h i s 
Catalogue has r e v e a l e d t h a t the L i b r a r y contained 890 works, of which 
32 were p e r i o d i c a l s and 174 were t r a c t s ; t h e r e were 1,360 volumes, of 
which 414 were p e r i o d i c a l s and 43 t r a c t s . The s u b j e c t coverage shows 
t h a t the p o l i c y of a c q u i r i n g o n l y works on medicine and connected sciences 
had been s t r i c t l i ^ observed. The c o l l e c t i o n c o n s i s t e d mainly of medicai 
and s u r g i c a l l i t e r a t u r e i n which the main branches known at t h a t p e r i o d 
were represented; t h e o t h e r m a t e r i a l c o n s i s t e d m a i n l y of a few works 
on chemistry, medicai botany and medicai j u r i s p r u d e n c e , w i t h an o c c a s i o n a i 
unexpected item, such as the Memoirs of the L i t e r a r y Society of Manchester 
1805, which was p r o b a b l y donated. 
The copy of the 1841 Catalogue which has s u r v i v e d i s an i n t e r -
leaved one which appears t o have been kept i n t h e L i b r a r y and up-dated 
by manuscript e n t r i e s . I t has a l so been annotated i n the margins w i t h 
l o c a t i o n s f o r n e a r l y 90% o f the e n t r i e s . T h i s Information has been 
e x t r a c t a d and a n a l y s e d , and the Information on format has been t r e a t e d 
s i m i l a r l y . By combining the Information y i e l d e d by these analyses i t 
has been p o s s i b l e t o r e c o n s t r u c t an o u t l i n e o f t h e stock arrangement 
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as i t must have appeared on the L i b r a r y shelves i n 1841. Table 37 
shows the o u t l i n e , i n which the s u b j e c t s U s t e d a g a i n s t each s h e l f 
represent the keywords o f the hook t i t l e s assigned t o t h a t l o c a t i o n , 
The f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n w i l l need t o be read i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the 
o u t l i n e c h a r t . There appear t o bave been two groups of bookcases. 
In the f i r s t group t h e r e were f i v e bookcases. A, E, I , O, U, each 
w i t h e i g h t shelves, a - h, above cupboard bases which were i d e n t i f i e d 
as AA, EE, I I , 00, UU, f o l l o w e d by lower case l e t t e r s denoting shelves; 
the number of shelves i n the cupboards seem t o have v a r i a d , probably 
a c c o r d i n g t o whether t h e c o n t e n t s were l a r g a f o l i o s o f p l a t a s or 
octavo p e r i o d i c a l s . The second group were bookcases W, X, Y and Z, 
which appear t o have had up t o e i g h t shelves each, and e i t h e r had no 
cupboards or the cupboards were not a v a i l a b l e f o r L i b r a r y use - they 
were, a f t e r a l i , l o c a t e d i n the Committee Room o f t h e Dispensary, 
although the two groups of bookcases does suggest t h a t one group might 
have been i n another l o c a t i o n i n the same b u i l d i n g . Bookcases W - Z 
h e l d mainly t r a c t s and p e r i o d i c a l s . 
The format of 80% of the stock was octavo, and the remaining 
20% was made up of 5% 12mo or s m a l l a r , 2^5% f o l i o , and 12^5% quartos. 
The l a r g e s t works were mainly anatomical p l a t e s and other i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 
When new books were added t o the L i b r a r y , i t appears t h a t t h e u n u s u a l l y 
l a r g e or small items were p l a c e d , r e g a r d l e s s of s u b j e c t , i n t o the 
a p p r o p r i a t e s h e l f f o r t h a t s i z e . S h e l f Aa held 12mos. and s m a l l e r , 
doublé or t r i p l e - b a n k e d t o judge by the number, o v e r f l o w i n g t o the 
adjacent shelves'Ea and Ab, and e v e n t u a l l y i n t o Ob a l s o . Quartos were 
concentrated on shelves g and h of bookcases A, I and O, and a l s o 
i n the lower cupboards o f I and O. Some f o l i o s were shelved w i t h the 
quartos, but others were concentrated i n Oh and on t h e lower cupboard 
shelves I l e and OOc. The t r a c t s were a l i shelved i n Wa - Wc, each 
volume being bound when a s u f f i c i e n t q u a n t i t y of pamphlet m a t e r i a l had 
accumulated r e g a r d l e s s o f subject or date. Seriáis occurred i n each 
cupboard, but p a r t i c u l a r l y i n AA and UU; most of bookcase U and the 
whole of X and Z a l s o c o n t a i n e d p e r i o d i c a l s . The remaining shelves ' 
h e l d the general medicai and s u r g i c a l works, mostly i n octavo format, 
and a p p a r e n t l y b r o a d l y arranged by subject although some miscellaneous 
works u s u a l l y occupy t h e same shelves. The works o f Boerhaave were 
kept together i n Oa, o v e r f l o w i n g t o Ob, and the multi-volume 
Cyclopaedia of p r a c t i c a l surgery i n AAf. Users c o u l d a p p a r e n t l y f i n d 
Table 37 Plymouth t-fedical S o c i e t y L i b r a r y ; o u t l i n e o f the arrangement o f bòokstock i l i 1841. 
CA3ES A E I 0 U W X Y Z 
SHELVES a 12 mo. 
12 mo. 
12 mo. Boer-iea:ve S e r i a l s T r a c t s S e r i a l s E l e c t r i c i t y 
Phrenology 
D i c t i o n a r y 
^ S e r i a l s 
b Rectum 
Venereal Fever 
Physiology 
Medicai 
P r a c t i c e 
Chemistry T r a c t s S e r i a l s Mise. S e r i a l s 
c Rectvmi 
Venereal 
Stomach 
D i g e s t i o n 
C l i m a t e , 
atmosphere 
T r a c t s S e r i a l s Poisons S e r i a l s 
B i b l i p g r a p h y 
d 
Siorgery 
Mise. 
Medicai 
geography 
Nervous 
System 
Mise. Biography V a c c i n a t i o n S e r i a l s 
e l'Use. Botany 
I-lidwifery 
Obstets. L i f e Eye Anatomy S e r i a l s Heart S e r i a l s 
f Leg, f o o t 
spine 
l i i d w i f e r y 
Obstets. 
Bladder 
Kidneys 
Eye Anatomy S e r i a l s Lungs 
Chest 
g Surgery 
C h i l d r e n s 
diseases 4° S e r i a l s 4° S e r i a l s 
h 4° 2° 4° 2° 4° 2° S e r i a l s S e r i a l s 
CUPBOARDS S e r l a l s 
S e r l a l s 
Oversize 
Books 
S e r l a l s 
O versize 
hook 
(plates) 
S e r l a l s 
O'.-ersize 
hook 
(plates) 
S e r i a l s 
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t h e i r way f a i r l y q u i c k l y t o what they wanted because t h e r e was some 
semblance o f o r g a n i s a t i o n ; buttheycould not r e l y upon works on the 
same s u b j e c t s being shelved t o g e t h e r , and the Catalogue was an 
i n d i s p e n s a b l e t o o l , although i t had t o be searched l a b o r i o u s l y i f the 
subje c t approach was used, f o r no évidence bas been found t o suggest 
t h a t any form of subject index was i n e x i s t e n c e . The L i b r a r y was 
proba b l y not u n t y p i c a l of i t s p e r i o d i n i t s approach t o stock o r g a n i -
s a t i o n ; although t h e 1843 Catalogue of the Royal Collège o f Surgeons 
L i b r a r y was a s o p h i s t i c a t e d c l a s s catalogue arranged s y s t e m a t i c a l l y , 
t h i s approach i n the l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n o f an examining body was 
u n l i k e l y t o be emulated i n sm a l l p r o v i n c i a l s o c i e t y l i b r a r i e s where 
the Honorary L i b r a r i a n s were appointed from t h e i r own busy members. 
The year 1841 was s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the L i b r a r y not o n l y i n 
the p u b l i c a t i o n of i t s Catalogue but a l s o because i t was a f f e c t e d by 
the changes made t o the P.ules o f the S o c i e t y . Since 1809 t h e r e had 
been o n l y two l i b r a r i a n s , W i l l i a m Woollcombe and John Hele Fuge (Table 38) , 
both o f whom had h e l d the o f f i c e s o f Treasurer and L i b r a r i a n s i m u l t a n -
eously. The nature of the d u t i e s of the L i b r a r i a n had thereby become 
i n d i s t i n c t . I t had ap p a r e n t l y become the Se c r e t a r y ' s t a s k t o 
r e c e i v e t h e books a f t e r they had completed c i r c u l a t i o n ; and the 
p o r t e r - c l e r k looked a f t e r the L i b r a r y i n the Dispensary. In 1841 the 
post o f L i b r a r i a n was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h spécifie d u t i e s . 
" X I I . LIBRARIAN, 
One of t h e Members, w i t h t h e name of L i b r a r i a n , s h a l l have 
the cha'rge and super intendance of the L i b r a r y , which i s at 
présent placed i n t h e Committee Room of the Plymouth 
P u b l i c k Dispensary, by permission o f t h e Governors o f t h a t 
I n s t i t u t i o n . He s h a l l r e c e i v e a i l books which may have 
been c i r c u l a t e d by the Se c r e t a r y , and he s h a l l a n n u a l l y 
propose t h e s a l e o f d u p l i c a t e P e r i o d i c a l s , and e a r l y éditions 
of other works among t h e Members'.' (116) 
The L i b r a r i a n had t h e a u t h o r i t y t o décide which o f the c i r c u l a t e d 
books should be bound before d e p o s i t i n g them i n the L i b r a r y . . Once 
per year t h e L i b r a r y was c l o s e d f o r the stock t o be examined, and the 
L i b r a r i a n was a s s i s t e d i n t h i s t a s k by the S e c r e t a r y and two other Members. 
Presumably t h i s was a stock check a g a i n s t the catalogue as w e l l as an 
examinât ion of the p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n of the books. No change was 
made t o t h e arrangements f o r c i r c u l a t i n g new books and p e r i o d i c a l s , 
but a i l f i n e s were o f f i c i a l l y a b o l i s h e d . Up t o four volumes co u l d be 
borrowed from the L i b r a r y by Members or A s s o c i a t e s who had t o apply i n 
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Table 38. Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y Honorary L i b r a r i a n s 1794-1914 
R. B. Remmett 1794-1800* 
W. woollcombe 1800-1822 
J. H. Fuge 1822-1841 
H. Fortescue 1841-1845 
H. Smitb 184 5-1852 
T. A. Stewart 1852-1861 
C. R. Franca 1861-1868 
E. Morris 1868-1875 
E. F. Thorold 1875-1880 
A. H. Bampton 1880-1888 
W. C. Wilson 1888-1889 
J. E. Square 1889-1893 
C. E. Russei-Rendie 1893-1900 
W. L. Petbybridge 1900-1904 
A. B. Soltau 1904-1913 
G. C, F. Robin son 1913-
* Dr. Remmett held a l l of the offices, including 
- the responsibilitles which were to be delegated 
in 1800 to the f i r s t o f f i c i a l l y designated 
Liberarían. 
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person or i n w r i t i n g . The loan p e r i o d was s p e c i f i e d ; f o l i o s and 
quartos could be kept t h r e e weeks, and octavos or s m a l l e r formats f o r 
two weeks, "and no l o n g e r , i f a p p l i c a t i o n be made f o r them'.' 
For the next t h i r t y y e a r s t h e above arrangement appears. 
have operated w i t h no s i g n i f i c a n t changa. There were o c c a s i o n a i 
s a l e s of d u p l i c a t e p e r i o d i c a l s and e a r l y e d i t i o n s o f works which 
were r e p l a c e d by the l a t e s t e d i t i o n s , but t h e r e were no other d e l i ­
berate d i s p o s a l s , f o r most o f the 1841 stock reappears i n l a t e r e d i t i o n s 
of the catalogue. The growth of the c o l l e c t i o n exceeded the space 
a v a i l a b l e i n the bookcases o f 1841, and i n 1846 e x t r a s h e l v i n g was 
added (117). In 1856 another room i n the Dispensary was f o r m a l l y 
taken over, as the Board Room was too small f o r the L i b r a r y , but 
perhaps the encroachment had begun long before then. 
9.3.4 R e - o r g a n i s a t i o n and change 1869 - 1892 
In 1869 the S o c i e t y was r e s t r u c t u r e d . The number o f Members 
had dwindled t o n i n e i n t h a t year; t h r e e of them r e t i r e d and were each 
paid lo gns. as t h e i r share of the S o c i e t y ' s p r o p e r t y which was valuad 
at £50; the remaining Members donated t h e i r shares, t o t a l i i n g £18, t o 
the Medicai Benevolent S o c i e t y . The formula upon which t h e v a l u e of 
the shares was worked out i s not g i v e n , but probably bore some r e l a t i o n 
t o l e n g t h of membership; t h e r e s u l t , however, was t h a t the way was 
c l e a r f o r compi etie r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n . The two c a t e g o r i e s of Member and 
A s s o c i a t e were a b o l i s h e d , and a l l members had equal standing. The 
former Members' custom of d i n i n g together was dropped, and an annual 
dinner was s u b s t i t u t e d , coupled w i t h the annual general meeting. Those 
who attended the q u a r t e r l y meetings would i n f u t u r e be r e f r e s h e d by 
c o f f e e provided by t h e S o c i e t y i n s t e a d of d i n n e r at t h e i r own expense.' 
The o f f i c e of P r e s i d e n t was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d , and the P r e s i d e n t and other 
o f f i c e r s (Secretary, Treasurer and L i b r a r i a n ) formed a Committee of 
Management. The p r o p e r t y was vested i n s i x t r u s t e e s , and the Trust 
Deed of 24 A p r i i 1871 c o n t a i n s a Schedule of p r o p e r t y which i n c l u d e d 
a few p i c t u r e s and "about 2,000 volumes of books w i t h the cases 
c o n t a i n i n g them'.' Perhaps i t was the s i z e o f the L i b r a r y , now f i v e 
times the s i z e of the c o l l e c t i o n moved i n t o the Dispensary i n 1817^ 
which made i t necessary t o move i n 1871 t o the nearby South Devon & 
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E a s t C o r n w a l l H o s p i t a l i n N o t t e S t r e e t . T h e L i b r a r y w a s p l a c e d i n 
i t s C o m m i t t e e R o o m , a n d t h e n e c e s s a r y r e - a r r a n g e m e n t o f s t o c k w a s 
t h e c u e f o r a n e w Catalogue i n 1 8 7 2 ( 1 1 7 ) . T h i s e d i t i o n w a s l e s s 
d e t a i l e d t h a n t h e 1 8 4 1 e d i t i o n ; i t k e p t t o t h e a l p h a b e t i c a l a r r a n g e m e n t 
b y a u t h o r , b u t t h e i n d i v i d u a l e n t r i e s n o r m a l l y l a c k e d a n y s t a t e m e n t o f 
e d i t i o n , d a t e o f p u b l i c a t i o n a n d f o r m a t , a n d e x c e p t i n t h e c a s e o f 
s e r i a l s i t u s u a l l y o m i t s n u m b e r s o f v o l u m e s i n a w o r k a l s o . T h e 
n u m b e r o f w o r k s i n c l u d e d i n i t w a s n e a r l y 1 , 7 0 0 , i n c l u d i n g t h e p u b l i ­
c a t i o n s o f t h e S y d e n h a m S o c i e t y a n d N e w S y d e n h a m S o c i e t y f o r w h i c h t h e 
L i b r a r y h a d s u b s c r i b e d s i n c e 1 8 4 3 . T h e L i b r a r y c o p y w h i c h m u s t h a v e 
c o n t a i n e d t h e a n n o t a t e d s h e l f m a r k s a s i n 1 8 4 1 h a s n o t s u r v i v e d , b u t i t 
i s p o s s i b l e t o e l i c i t f r o m t h e t w o a p p e n d i c e s o f s h e l f - m a r k e d o l d 
f o l i o s a n d s e r i a l s , a n d a s m a l l n u m b e r o f m a n u s c r i p t e n t r i e s , t h a t t h e r e 
n o w e x i s t e d t w e n t y b o o k c a s e s , A - P a n d R - V . S h e l v e s a r e l e t t e r e d 
a - k , b u t t h e n u m b e r v a r i e d i n e a c h b o o k c a s e a l t h o u g h a l l b o o k c a s e s 
s e e m e d t o h a v e / ' f ? g K t s h e l v e s ; t h i s i s p r o b a b l y t o b e i n t e r p r e t e d a s 
a r e a s s i g n m e n t o f l e t t e r s t o e a c h b o o k c a s e , a n d t h e c o n v e r s i o n o f t h e 
f o r m e r c u p b o a r d s i n t o a s i m p l e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e a l p h a b e t i c a l l o w e r 
c a s e l e t t e r s e q u e n c e o f t h e s h e l v e s , s t a r t i n g w i t h ' a ' a t t h e t o p o f 
e a c h b o o k c a s e . S o m e r e a r r a n g e m e n t o f s t o c k h a d e v i d e n t l y t a k e n p l a c e , 
b u t t h e d e t a i l s a r e n o t c l e a r ; t h e t o p t w o s h e l v e s ' a ' a n d ' b ' i n 
n e a r l y a l l o f t h e b o o k c a s e s c o n t a i n e d s e r i a l s . C a s e F c o n t a i n e d t h e 
S y d e n h a m S o c i e t y s e r i e s a l s o , a n d s e v e r a l s h e l v e s o f T a n d U c o n t a i n e d 
s e r i a l s . T h e o l d f o l i o s w e r e r e l e g a t e d t o t h e b o t t o m o f J a n d L , a n d 
t h e r e i s n o e v i d e n c e o f t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e s p e c i a l s m a l l b o o k s 
s e q u e n c e . N o r e a l i n d i c a t i o n i s g i v e n o f t h e s u b j e c t a r r a n g e m e n t o f 
t h e b o o k s , w h i c h p r e s u m a b l y c o n t i n u e d i n s o m e f o r m ; b u t t h e 1 8 7 2 
Catalogue d o e s c o n t a i n t h e f i r s t a t t e m p t t o a s s i s t r e a d e r s u s i n g t h e 
s u b j e c t a p p r o a c h ; t h e a l p h a b e t i c a l s e q u e n c e o f a u t h o r s i s f o l l o w e d b y 
a n a l p h a b e t i c a l a r r a n g e m e n t o f s u b j e c t h e a d i n g s , x i n d e r w h i c h t h e 
r e l e v a n t a u t h o r s * s u r n a m e s a r e g i v e n , u s u a l l y s u b a r r a n g e d i n a l p h a ­
b e t i c a l o r d e r , f o r e x a m p l e : 
" B r a i n a n d M i n d -
A b e r c r o m b i e , B u r r o w s , H u l m e , M o n r o , G . M o o r e , 
M a y o , R e y n o l d s , S o l l y , S p u r z h e i m , 
T i e d e m a n n , W i n s l o w ' . ' 
S u b j e c t h e a d i n g s a r e i n c l u d e d f o r s u b j e c t s n o t r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e 1 8 7 2 
s t o c k , f o r e x a m p l e , g e o l o g y , b o n e , j a u n d i c e . A l t h o u g h t h i s p r o v i s i o n 
f o r f u t u r e e x p a n s i o n w a s m a d e , a n d b l a n k l e a v e s w e r e l e f t b e t w e e n s e c t i o n s 
o f t h e m a i n s e q u e n c e t o a l l o w u p - d a t i n g , t h e L i b r a r y w a s s o o n t o e x p e r i -
4 6 0 . 
e n e e a n o t h e r s h a k e - u p i n s t e a d o f r e s u m i n g t h e t r a n q u i l e x i s t e n c e 
t o w h i c h i t h a d f o r m e r l y b e e n a c c u s t o m e d . 
T h e w o r k o f t h e S o u t h D e v o n a n d E a s t C o r n w a l l H o s p i t a l w a s 
h a m p e r e d o n i t s o r i g i n a i s i t e b y i n s u f f i c i e n t a c c o m i n o d a t i o n t o s e r v e 
t h e g r o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e a r e a , d e s p i t e t h e a d d i t i o n o f a n e w 
w i n g i n 1 8 6 3 ; a n d t h e s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s w e r e g i v i n g c a u s e f o r 
c o n c e r n . I t w a s d e c i d e d t o b u i l d a n e w h o s p i t a l a t G r e e n b a n k , w h i c h 
w a s o p e n e d i n 1 8 8 4 , a n d t h e o l d h o s p i t a l h a d t o b e s o l d t o h e l p d e f r a y 
t h e c o s t o f t h e n e w b u i l d i n g . T h e S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y t h e r e f o r e h a d 
t o b e m o v e d . A s p e c i a l m e e t i n g o f t h e S o c i e t y w a s c o n v e n e d o n 4 M a r c h 
1 8 8 4 t o c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r t h e L i b r a r y s h o u l d b e m o v e d t o t h e n e w 
H o s p i t a l , o r s o m e o t h e r p l a c e . I t w a s r e s o l v e d t o p l a c e t h e L i b r a r y 
i n t h e n e w H o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g s u b j e c t t o r e c e i v i n g p e r m i s s i o n t o d o s o 
b y t h e H o s p i t a l C o m m i t t e e . I t w a s e v i d e n t l y r e a l i s e d b y b o t h t h e 
S o c i e t y a n d t h e H o s p i t a l C o m m i t t e e t h a t t h e l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n o f s o m e 
2 , 5 0 0 v o l u m e s w o u l d n e e d c o n s i d e r a b l e s p a c e . T h e S o c i e t y h a d c o n s i d e r e d 
a t t h e s p e c i a l m e e t i n g t h e g e n e r a l g u e s t i o n o f d i s p o s i n g o f o l d b o o k s , 
b u t t h i s p r o p o s a i m e t w i t h n o s u p p o r t . T h e p r o b a b l e l o c a t i o n o f t h e 
r o o m w h i c h m i g h t b e a l l o c a t e d t o t h e L i b r a r y s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n k n o w n , 
a n d t h e h o o k c a p a c i t y a s s e s s e d ; p e r m i s s i o n s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n s o u g h t 
t o p l a c e t h e a n t i c i p a t e d o v e r f l o w i n t h e H o s p i t a l ' s C o m m i t t e e R o o m . 
O n 1 A p r i i i t w a s r e p o r t e d t h a t p e r m i s s i o n h a d b e e n g r a n t e d " o n t h e 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t a n o a k e n b o o k c a s e t o c o r r e s p o n d w i t h o t h e r f u r n i t u r e 
o f t h e C o m m i t t e e R o o m w o u l d b e p r o v i d e d b y P l y m o u t h M e d i c a i S o c i e t y 
t o t a k e t h o s e b o ó k s t h a t t h e L i b r a r y w o u l d n o t h o l d ' . ' ( 1 1 8 ) . T h e n t h e 
H o s p i t a l C o m m i t t e e c h a n g e d i t s m i n d , a n d d e c i d e d , •. i n S e p t e m b e r , 
t h a t i t w a s u n d e s i r a b l e t o h a v e a b o o k c a s e i n t h e C o m m i t t e e R o o m . A 
s p e c i a l m e e t i n g o f t h e S o c i e t y w a s h e l d o n 2 6 S e p t e m b e r t o c o n s i d e r 
" t h e d i s p o s a i o f o l d b o o k s s u c h a s a r e o b s o l e t e , o r f o r w h i c h t h e r e 
w o u l d b e n o r o o m i n t h e L i b r a r y o f t h e N e w H o s p i t a l ' . ' ( 1 1 9 ) T h e 
S o c i e t y h a d l i t t l e o p t i o n b u t t o d i s p o s e o f s t o c k , w h e t h e r i t w a n t e d 
t o o r n o t . T h e S e c r e t a r y w a s g i v e n p o w e r t o d i s p o s e o f t h e o l d b o o k s 
a t b i s d i s c r e t i o n a n d i n a n y m a n n e r , e x c e p t t h a t h e s h o u l d g i v e t o 
m e m b e r s o f t h e S o c i e t y a n y r e j e c t e d h o o k f o r w h i c h t h e y e x p r e s s e d a 
w i s h . F a s t a c t i o n f o l l o w e d , f o r o n 1 8 N o v e m b e r , l e s s t h a n o n e m o n t h 
l a t e r , t h e S o c i e t y p r e s e n t e d 1 , 6 0 0 v o l u m e s t o P l y m o u t h F r e e P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y . P e r h a p s t h i s s o l u t i o n h a d b e e n s u g g e s t e d b y t h e e x a m p l e a t 
D e v o n p o r t , w h e r e t h e D e v o n p o r t a n d S t o n e b o u s e M e d i c a i S o c i e t y d e p o s i t e d 
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i t s much s m a l l e r L i b r a r y o f 700 volumes i n the Devonport Free P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y i n 1882. C e r t a i n l y t h i s method o f d i s p o s a i meant t h a t the 
o l d e r works remained a c c e s s i b l e t o the members o f the Plymouth Medical 
S o c i e t y . The donation included most of Remmett's books, o l d medical 
works and biography, which were r e c e i v e d p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y i f not e n t h u s i -
a s t i c a l l y by the Borough L i b r a r i a n , f o r he commented t h a t although they 
were out o f date works they were not without l i t e r a r y m e r i t . The 
remuants o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y now c o n s i s t e d of about 1,000 volumes 
of modem medical works and p e r i o d i c a l s , which were t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o t h e 
new L i b r a r y i n November 1884 (120). I r o n i c a l l y , the H o s p i t a l Committee 
d i d then g i v e permission f o r two small bookcases t o be place d i n the 
Committee Room, i n each rec e s s by the f i r e p l a c e , i f necessary (121). 
P o s s i b l y members of the S o c i e t y had r e a l i s e d before t h i s t h a t 
the L i b r a r y needed some a t t e n t i o n , but the former s i z e o f the c o l l e c t i o n 
might w e l l bave discouraged them from a c t i o n . The sm a l l e r l i b r a r y 
would be much e a s i e r t o reorga n i s e . In 1886 a s p e c i a l sub-committee 
was appointed "to draw up Rules f o r the b e t t e r régulation of the L i b r a r y , 
i n s t i t u t e f i n e s , and i n s t r u c t the L i b r a r i a n as t o the same'.' (122) The 
L i b r a r i a n r e f e r r e d t o was a paid employée whom they determined t o 
appoint f o r one year o n l y at a s a l a r y of £10 (123), and the annual 
s u b s c r i p t i o n was increased t o 3os. t o cover the e x t r a c o s t . The same 
meeting r e s o l v e d t h a t the c i r c u l a t i o n of books should cease at the end 
of 1886; t h i s seems t o r e f e r t o the c i r c u l a t i o n o f the newly purchased 
books throughout t h e complete membership, not a p r o h i b i t i o n on borrowing 
from the L i b r a r y , ' f o r new r u l e s were i s s u e d s h o r t l y which covered loan 
p e r i o d s (Table 39). There i s some con f u s i o n i n the minutes about the 
appointment o f the L i b r a r i a n , f o r t h e Mr. Wilson appointed at the 
s p e c i a l meeting t o appoint a L i b r a r i a n on 20 Febmary 1888 was Mr. W. C. 
Wilson, t h e Honorary L i b r a r i a n . A p a i d L i b r a r i a n n e v e r t h e l e s s seems t o 
bave been appointed, and i n November 1887 another sub-committee was 
set up " t o see t h a t the L i b r a r i a n makes out a Catalogue o f Books " (124); 
one year l a t e r , i t was r e s o l v e d t h a t t h e r e s u i t ing catalogue should be 
p r i n t e d (12 5) and the same sub-committee was appointed t o arrange the 
catalogue f o r p r i n t i n g " w i t h the L i b r a r i a n " . The f o l l o w i n g year, the 
pai d L i b r a r i a n appears t o bave been di s c h a r g e d , f o r s u b s c r i p t i o n s r e v e r t e d 
t o 21s. i n s t e a d o f 30s., and thanks were given t o E. Square (one of the 
sub-committee) f o r b i s l a b o u r s and s e r v i c e i n connection w i t h the 
préparation o f the new Catalogue.(126); E l i o t Square was e l e c t e d 
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LIBRARy" RULES. 
1. Mcmbcrs only are allowed to take Books from thc 
Library. 
2 . Library door to be kept locked whenever Librarían is 
absent. K e y to be kepl in the drawer of the ¡nkstand 
on the H a l l u b l e . 
3. New Books to be advertised in thc Library as received. 
4. Folios and Quartos may be kept ene raonth. Octavos 
and Books of a less size three weeks and no longer. 
N . B . — M e m b e r s are to record . Books taken out in 
book supplied for the purpose. Not more than four 
volumcs shall be. allowed to any person at the same 
lime. 
5. Early cdilions of modcrn works to be sold by auction. 
6. If a Member ncglects wilhin fourtccn days to return a 
Book aftcr having received a notice from the Libr.irian, 
thc Librarian be empowered to purchase a ncw copy, 
and charge thc price of the same to the oíTcnding 
Member. 
7. A Fine of Twopence per d.iy will be levied for .üiv 
Book dctaincd over allotted time up to fourtcen days, 
aflcr which forcgoing Rule v.ill be rigidly cnforced. 
8. N o fresh issue of Books will be allowed to the erring 
Member until his fines are paid. 
• Si's^ned Comiitittcc 0/ Management, 
A . H . B A M P T O N , 
Table 3 9 Plymouth M e d i c a l S o c i e t y L i b r a r y r u l e s c, 1 8 8 5 
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Honorary L i b r a r i a n i n 1890 (Table 38 ) and was t o see the L i b r a r y 
through a few d i f f i c u l t years. 
In 1889 the new Catalogne, r e p r e s e n t i n g about 1,200 volumes, 
was p u b l i s h e d . I t s t i l i c o n s i s t e d of an a l p h a b e t i c a l author sequence, 
but was more s o p h i s t i c a t e d , f o r i n i t i a l s o r forenames had been added 
t o a u t h o r s ' surnames, and a volumes statement f o l l o w e d the short t i t l e . 
E d i t i o n s and dates vere again o m i t t e d , probably because i t was e a s i e r 
t o m a i n t a i n the catalogue when new e d i t i o n s were a c q u i r e d - they were 
simply replacements which d i d not need t o be recorded. Many of the 
Works from the 1872 e d i t i o n reappear, but were probably new e d i t i o n s of 
the t e x t s . Most of the o l d works had, however, been t r a n s f e r r e d t o 
the Borough L i b r a r y and t h e r e had been many a c q u i s i t i o n s 1872 - 1889. 
The c o n t e n t s of the 1889 e d i t i o n were t h e r e f o r e q u i t e d i f f e r e n t . The 
most important d i f f e r e n c e between t h e two catalogues was the i n t r o -
d u c t i o n of an a l p h a b e t i c a l subject index t o a systematic arrangement 
of the L i b r a r y . Table 40 shows t h e new arrangement, and the subject 
terms used a g a i n s t the shelves on t h i s o c c a s i o n are the terms used i n 
the p r i n t e d Catalogue i t s e l f (127). A c l e a r e r system of shelfmarking 
had been adopted by the s u b s t i t u t i o n of numbers i n s t e a d of lower case 
l e t t e r s f o r t h e shelves of each bookcase, s t a r t i n g at the t o p s h e l f . 
L i t t l e comment needs t o be made on the arrangement which i s s e l f -
e x p l a n a t o r y , but i t can be n o t i c e d t h a t t h e stock had e v i d e n t l y expanded 
i n s i z e because i t occupied s i x t e e n bookcases each w i t h eight shelves 
and some w i t h cupboards. 
The number of members of t h e S o c i e t y had a l so grown s i n c e the 
r e o r g a n i s a t i o n i n 1869, and now was about t h i r t y . Not o n l y had the 
accommodation f o r the books and p e r i o d i c a l s become s t r a i n e d , but the 
L i b r a r y Room at the H o s p i t a l had become t o o small and too p u b l i c f o r 
the meetings of members, which had now begun t o take the form of 'paper' 
and ' c l i n i c a l ' evenings. In 1891-2 meetings were he l d i n the P u b l i c 
Dispensary, and the S o c i e t y t r i e d without success t o r e t u r n t h e r e on a 
permanent b a s i s . I t was then arranged t o r e n t two rooms i n Athenaeum 
Chambers, at an annual r e n t on a s l i d i n g s c a l e according t o the number 
of members - £15 p.a. f o r l e s s than 35, p l u s lOs. p.a. f o r every e x t r a 
member, not exceeding £20 p.a. The L i b r a r y moved i n t o these new 
q u a r t e r s i n May 1892 (128) , and on 2 June the rearrangement of the books 
began; on 24 June i t was reported t h a t a new S h e l f Catalogue had been 
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T a b l e 4 0 . Plymouth Medicai S o c i e t y L i b r a r y ; o u t l l n e o f the arrangement o f bookstock In 1889. 
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prepared, and an imknown Mr. Smith was paid £2.19.6 f o r w r i t i n g i t . 
This document has s u r v i v e d , and an examination o f i t s contents 
and a comparison w i t h t h e 1889 o r g a n i s a t i o n of s t o c k suggests t h a t the 
work c a r r i e d out i n the short p e r i o d i n June 1892 was a r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n 
by r e o r g a n i s i n g t h e order c f the bookcases, r a t h e r than a major r e -
o r g a n i s a t i o n of t h e books and j o u m a l s w i t h i n t h e bookcases, which 
numbered s i x t e e n i n both years. In 1889, bookcases A - E, O - P, 
and R - S contained books; bookcases F - H, and K - N contained the 
j o u m a l s , reviews and r e p o r t s . In 1892 bookcases A - J were f o r books, 
bookcases K - P and R were f o r s e r i a l s . T h i s was achieved by 
r e l e t t e r i n g the 1889 bookcases O and P t o become A and B; C, D and E 
remained the same; bookcases A, B, R and S bacarne F, G, H and J ; and 
F - N became K - R. 
9.3.5 P e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n , 1892 - 1914 
The r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n of the L i b r a r y i n 1892 was probably 
mainly due t o the change o f premises, but i t c o u l d a l s o bave been an 
e a r l y sign of the r e v i t a l i s a t i o n and changes which were t a k i n g p l a c e i n 
the S o c i e t y i t s e l f a t about i t s centenary. A number of changes were 
made i n the r u l e s , some of which d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d t h e L i b r a r y . The 
f i r s t important change was the i n s e r t i o n of a new r u l e i n 1892 which 
fo r the f i r s t t ime i n t h e S o c i e t y ' s h i s t o r y set a c l e a r o b j e c t i v e : 
" I . NAME AND OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 
T h i s S o c i e t y s h a l l r e t a i n i t s o r i g i n a l name -
THE PLYMOUTH MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
The o b j e c t s of the S o c i e t y s h a l l be the maintenance 
o f a Médical L i b r a r y f o r the use o f i t s Members, 
and o c c a s i o n a l meetings f o r t h e d i s c u s s i o n of s u b j e c t s 
of p r o f e s s i o n a l , i n t e r e s t l ' (129) 
Members now had t o be " d u l y q u a l i f i e d Médical P r a c t i t i o n e r s ... 
provided they bave p r a c t i s e d t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n i n t h e d i s t r i c t f o r not 
l e s s than t h r e e months'.' Candidates had t o be proposed and seconded 
by members of the S o c i e t y or i n v i t e d by the C o u n c i l j i n 1896 t h e o l d 
method of b a l l o t was s t i l l used t o e l e c t members ("one b l a c k b a i l i n 
s i x t o exclude") but by 1913 t h i s had been changea t o the modem method. 
A n o t i c e c o n t a i n i n g t h e names of candidates had t o be d i s p l a y e d before 
the gênerai meeting, and élection was automatic Tonless an o b j e c t i o n was 
lodged; otherwise a b a l l o t or vote was taken. Members s t i l l p a i d an 
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entrance fee and an annual s u b s c r i p t i o n , but tbe entrance fee was 
waived f o r se v e r a l groups o f members such as "Médical O f f i c e r s o f tbe 
Navy or Army on tbe a c t i v e l i s t " , t be Résident Médical O f f i c e r s o f 
H o s p i t a l s , Médical O f f i c e r s o f P u b l i c Médical S e r v i c e s , and 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s who l i v e d beyond a f i v e - m i l e r a d i u s . Tbe entrance fee 
was reduced from two guineas t o one guinea i n 1910 (130). In 1913 
a category of Temporary Membersbip was introduced at 10s. 6d. f o r s i x 
montbs. In 1910 tbe f i r s t l a d y member was admitted (131). Tbrougb tbese 
measures tbe S o c i e t y was opening up i t s membersbip i n a way whicb was 
t o enable i t t o become t b e p r o f e s s i o n a l s o c i e t y f o r t b e médical 
p r o f e s s i o n - a t - l a r g e i n t b e a r e a , a great c o n t r a s t t o i t s o r i g i n a l 
r e s t r i c t i o n t o f i f t e e n Members. 
A new p a t t e m o f meetings was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1892,- i n s t e a d 
of q u a r t e r l y meetings, t b e S o c i e t y met t w i c e per montb from October 
t o March, tbe meetings t a k i n g t b e form o f "paper" " d i s c u s s i o n " o r 
" c l i n i c a l evenings, w i t h an annual gênerai meeting and annual dinner. 
Médical p o l i t i c s were h o t l y debated, and an E t b i c s Committee was set 
up i n 1896. In 1904 t h e r e was a r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t b e Committee of 
Management which henceforward became tbe C o u n c i l , c o n s i s t i n g o f tbe 
Président, r e t i r i n g Président, t b e two S e c r e t a r i e s , T r e a s u r e r , L i b r a r i a n , 
and s i x e l e c t e d members. 
The changes t a k i n g p l a c e t o tbe S o c i e t y g r a d u a l l y brought 
about a c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f t b e rôle of t b e Honq'ary L i b r a r i a n . In 1872 
h i s d u t l e s were the same as i n 1841. In 1886 i t was decided t o stop 
c i r c u l a t i n g new books, and so t h e 1889 Rules (132) reduce the S e c r e t a r y ' s 
d uty t o c i r c u l a t i n g t h e p e r i o d i c a l s o n l y , w h i l e t h e L i b r a r i a n now 
r e c e i v e d the new books and was r e q u i r e d t o " a d v e r t i s e t h e i r names i n 
th e l i b r a r y as received'.' In 1889 the L i b r a r i a n had taken from t he 
Se c r e t a r y the d i s c r e t i o n a r y power o f d e c i d i n g t o buy u r g e n t l y needed 
books, although the S e c r e t a r y was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r o r d e r i n g them. In 1889 
the L i b r a r i a n a l s o had e x e c u t i v e powers t o dispose of d u p l i c a t a p e r i o d i -
c a l s and e a r l y éditions, i n s t e a d of simply proposing which items should 
be s o l d among the members. The e x t r a pressure of work on the 
Secrétariat caused by the new f o r t n i g h t l y meetings and growing 
correspondence on médico-social i s s u e s of the time, was l i k e l y t o 
bave been the reason f o r the t r a n s f e r of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r c i r c u l a t i n g 
p e r i o d i c a l s from the S e c r e t a r y t o the L i b r a r i a n i n 1896. Some doubt 
I 
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a b o u t t b e l e g a l i t y o f d i s p o s i n g o f e a r l y é d i t i o n s a n d o b s o l è t e b o o k s , 
w b i c h w e r e t e c h n i c a l l y " p r o p e r t y " v e s t e d i n t b e T r u s t é e s , w a s a p p a r e n t l y 
t b e r e a s o n f o r r e d u c i n g t b e L i b r a r i a n ' s p o w e r t o d i s p o s e o f L i b r a r y 
m a t e r i a l s e x c l u s i v e l y t o d u p l i c a t a p e r i o d i c a l s i n 1 8 9 7 . S i n c e t b a t d a t e 
t b e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t b e L i b r a r i a n ' s d u t i e s a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s b a s 
r e m a i n e d v i r t u a l l y u n c b a n g e d u n t i l t h e L i b r a r y c e a s e d t o b e a n a c t i v e 
c o l l e c t i o n u n d e r t h e S o c i e t y ' s c o n t r o l > , i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s . T h e o n e c h a n g e 
w a s s i m p l y t h e o m i s s i o n i n 1 9 2 6 o f t h e d u t y t o c i r c u l a t e p e r i o d i c a l s , 
f o r i t w a s d e c i d e d a t t b a t d a t e t o d i s c o n t i n u e t h e c i r c u l a t i o n a r r a n g e -
m e n t s ( 1 3 3 ) . T h e e x t r a c t s r e l a t i n g t o t h e L i b r a r y a n d t h e L i b r a r i a n 
i n t h e 1 8 9 7 Rules b a v e b e e n c o m p i l e d i n T a b l e 4 1 t o s u m m a r i s e t h e 
s i t u a t i o n a s i t w a s i n e f f e c t i n 1 9 1 4 a s w e l l a s 1 8 9 7 . 
I n t h e c o n t e x t o f . t h e t o t a l h i s t o r y o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y 
f r o m 1 7 9 4 t o a b o u t 1 9 7 4 , i t a p p e a r s t b a t t h e L i b r a r y h a d p a s s e d t h e 
w a t e r s h e d o f i t s d e v e l o p m e n t b e f o r e 1 9 0 0 , p r o b a b l y b e f o r e 1 8 8 4 w h e n 
i t r e a c h e d i t s m a x i m u m s i z e a s a n a c t i v e c o l l e c t i o n . T h i s , h o w e v e r , 
c a n o n l y b e a p p r e c i a t e d i n h t n d s i g h t , a n d m e m b e r s o f t h e S o c i e t y 
m a i n t a i n e d a n a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n t h e L i b r a r y d u r i n g t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f 
t h e t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y . B o o k s a n d j o u r n a l s w e r e s t i l l b e i n g a d d e d t o 
t h e s t o c k , a l t h o u g h t h e p e r c e n t â g e o f t h e i n c o m e s p e n t o n t h e m d e c l i n e d 
a s o v e r h e a d s o n w a g e s , r e n t , a n d m i s c e l l a n e o u s e x p e n s e s i n c r e a s e d . I n 
1 9 1 1 , f o r e x a m p l e , a m e m b e r s b i p o f 6 0 p r o d u c e d a n i n c o m e o f £ 9 0 . 2 . O , 
a n d t h e e x p e n d i t u r e w a s £ 8 6 . 9 . 8*Î ; o n l y £ 3 0 , i . e . 3 3 % o f t h e i n c o m e 
w a s s p e n t o n b o o k s , j o u r n a l s a n d b i n d i n g ; r e n t a c c o u n t e d f o r 2 7 % , 
w a g e s a n d I n s u r a n c e 1 0 % , a n d m i s c e l l a n e o u s e x p e n d i t u r e 3 0 % . 
A s u b s c r i p t i o n w a s t a k e n o u t t o t h e s p e c i a l i s t c o m m e r c i a l 
s u b s c r i p t i o n f i r m L e w i s ' s L i b r a r y i n 1 9 0 8 , t h e r e b y e n a b l i n g m e m b e r s t o 
h a v e a c c e s s t o a n a d d i t i o n a l s u p p l y o f u p - t o - d a t e m é d i c a l w o r k s . T h e 
L i b r a r y s t o c k c o n t i n u e d t o i n c r e a s e , b u t t h e r e c o r d s a r e m o r e d i f f i c u l t 
t o i n t e r p r e t a f t e r t h e l a s t p r i n t e d Catalogue o f 1 8 8 9 . W i t h i n e i g h t 
y e a r s o f t h e 1892 m a n u s c r i p t s h e l f - l i s t , t h e H o n . S e c r e t a r y w a s 
a u t h o r i s e d b y t h e S o c i e t y t o a p p r o a c h a n y m e m b e r s l i k e l y t o b e w i l l i n g 
t o u n d e r t a k e t h e c o m p i l a t i o n o f a n e w s h e l f c a t a l o g u e , a n d t h e I n t r o -
d u c t i o n t o t h e Rules p r i n t e d i n 1 9 5 7 r e f e r s t o a c a t a l o g u e b e i n g 
p r o d u c e d i n 1 9 0 7 ; b u t t h i s a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n t h e s e c o n d s u r v i v i n g 
m a n u s c r i p t s h e l f l i s t w h i c h i s o f t b a t a p p r o x i m a t e d a t e , f o r t h e r e i s n o 
é v i d e n c e o f a n y o t h e r p r i n t e d c a t a l o g u e , a n d t h e r é f é r e n c e i n 1 9 5 7 w a s 
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Table 41. Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y L i b r a r y . L i b r a r i a n ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
and d u t i e s , 1897 
(From the Rules^ 1897) 
X I I . . "THE HON. LIBRARIAN 
The Hon. L i b r a r i a n s h a l l have the charge and superintendence 
of the S o c i e t y ' s l i b r a r y , procure books, catalogue them, and 
a d v e r t i s e t h e i r names i n the l i b r a r y as r e c e i v e d ; he s h a l l 
a l s o dispose of d u p l i c a t e p e r i o d i c a l s as he f i n d s necessary'.' 
XIV. "THE ORDERING OF BOOKS 
The books s h a l l be confined t o tliose w r i t t e n on Medicine 
and the Sciences connected w i t h i t . They s h a l l be ordered 
a t a Meeting by a m a j o r i t y o f the Members present, through 
the Hon. L i b r a r i a n ; but, i n the i n t e r v a l s o f meeting, a 
d i s c r e t i o n a r y power s h a l l be vested i n the Hon. L i b r a r i a n 
of o r d e r i n g such book as he may t h i n k i t d e s i r a b l e f o r the 
S o c i e t y t o have without delay'.'-
XV. "THE CIRCULATION OF PERIODICALS 
The Hon. L i b r a r i a n s h a l l a f f i x t o a l l new p e r i o d i c a l s i n 
c i r c u l a t i o n the names o f the Members i n such order as he 
may f i n d most convenient, and s t a t e a t h i s d i s c r e t i o n , the 
time each p e r i o d i c a l may be kept. 
A l l p e r i o d i c a l s a f t e r l y i n g on the l i b r a r y t a b l e f o r one 
month may be t r e a t e d as s h e l f books'.' 
XVI. "SHELF BOOKS 
A l l books s h a l l be deposited i n the l i b r a r y . 
The l i b r a r y i s open to Members f o r purposes of reference 
and r e a d i n g , on every week-day from lO a.m. t o 10 p.m. 
and on Sundays from 12 t o 2 p.m. 
Members may remove books from the l i b r a r y on making the 
r e q u i s i t e en-try i n the book kept on the t a b l e f o r t h a t 
purpose. The borrower i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the r e t u r n of the 
books w i t h i n fourteen days, e n t e r i n g i n the above book the 
date of t h e i r r e t u r n . 
I f a Member n e g l e c t s w i t h i n seven days t o r e t u r n a book 
a f t e r having r e c e i v e d a n o t i c e from the Hon. L i b r a r i a n , 
the l a t t e r s h a l l be empowered t o purchase a new copy and 
charge the p r i c e of the same t o the o f f e n d i n g Member. 
X V I I I . "CLOSURE OF THE LIBRARY 
On or before the 23rd of A p r i l , the Sec r e t a r y s h a l l g i v e 
n o t i c e t o each Member t h a t the l i b r a r y w i l l be c l o s e d f o r 
one week, from the 1st t o the 8th of May, and that a l l books 
must be returned to the l i b r a r y on or before the 1st May. 
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w r i t t e n by laymen to~ wbom any l i b r a r y c o m p i l a t i o n was l i k e l y t o 
have been "a catalogue'.' I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o understand why the 
1907 S h e l f - l i s t was needed, i n s t e a d of updating the 1892 copy, as 
i t v i r t u a l l y d u p l i c a t e s the former document before making new 
a d d i t i o n s ; the most l i k e l y e x p l a n ation i s t h a t the 1892 copy 
disappeared , c a u s i n g t h e request f o r a v o l u n t e e r t o compile a new 
one (134). The o n l y d i f f e r e n c e between the two s h e l f l i s t s i s the 
extension of p e r i o d i c a l runs i n the l a t e r v e r s i o n , from which i t 
emerges t h a t two e x t r a bookcases, S and T, had been provided t o 
accommodate them. An i n v e n t o r y of the S o c i e t y ' s p r o p e r t y i n 1901 
r e f e r s t o a "Catalogue o f Authors and S u b j e c t s " , which has not sur­
v i v e d (135). 
The L i b r a r y was open f o r extended hours, which i n 1897 and 
probably f o r long a f t e r t h a t were 10 a.m. t o 10 p.m. weekdays, and 
1 2 - 2 p.m. on Sundays. There i s no record of the extent t o which i t 
was used f o r r e f e r e n c e purposes, but the number of books borrowed can 
be seen from a s u r v i v i n g l o a n s r e g i s t e r , which showed t h a t the average 
number of recorded loans per annum f o r the p e r i o d 1901 - 1914 was 
119, w i t h an a c t u a l f l u c t u a t i o n between 77 and 154. The f i g u r e s had, 
i n f a c t , dropped below lOO i n 1910, and never recovered t h e i r former . 
l e v e l t h e r e a f t e r , but dwindled t o about 20 d u r i n g the war years 1914-8. 
This loan r e g i s t e r must be t r e a t e d w i t h c a u t i o n , f o r although members 
of the S o c i e t y were expected t o enter t h e i r borrowings as a matter of 
honour, i t i s easy t o envisage t h a t t h i s was not done on many occasions 
when the book was taken o u t s i d e of the L i b r a r y f o r short p e r i o d s only.' 
In 1914, t h e r e f o r e , the L i b r a r y was p o i s e d on the verge of a 
sharp d e c l i n e i n i t s f o r t u n e s , but i n t h a t a c t u a l year i t must have 
appeared t o be i n an a c t i v e and u s e f u l c o n d i t i o n , s e r v i n g members of 
the medical p r o f e s s i o n from the Three Towns and beyond. I t was not 
a f f e c t e d by t h e l o c a l government changes which c r e a t e d the new Coxinty 
Borough of Plymouth. 
9.3.6 S u r v i v i n g bookstock from the pre-1914 L i b r a r y 
About 3 50 volumes s u r v i v e from the pre-1914 p e r i o d of the 
L i b r a r y ' s h i s t o r y , and these form an i n t e r e s t i n g and q u i t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
f c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f the o l d L i b r a r y , so i t seems a p p r o p r i a t e t o c l o s e t h i s 
4 7 0 . 
a c c o u n t o f t h e P l y m o u t h M e d i c a l S o c i e t y L i b r a r y w i t h t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a s t h e r e i s s o m e d o u b t a b o u t t h e f u t u r e o f t h e s e v o l u m e s 
w h i c h a r e i n a g e n e r a l l y b a d s t a t e o f r e p a i r . 
T h e o l d e s t w o r k i s B o y l e ' s Sceptical chemist, 1661, f o l l o w e d 
b y B r o w n e ' s Compleat t r e a t i s e of the muscles, 1681, W a l w y n ' s Physich 
for f a m i l i e s , 1681, a n d M a u r i c e a u ' s Diseases of women with c h i l d , 1683. 
E i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y m e d i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e r e p r e s e n t e d b y w o r k s b y 
B a i l l i e , C h a r l e s a n d J o h n B e l l , C h e s e l d e n , F u l l e r , G r i f f i t h s , H a r r i s , 
H o o k e , J o h n H u n t e r , M e a d , J e n n e r , M o n r o , i t o r g a g n i . P o t t , R a i d , S a v i g n y , 
S m e l i l e a n d V a n - S w i e t e n . L e s s t h a n 8% o f t h e s u r v i v i n g w o r k s a n t e d a t e 
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e S o c i e t y i n 1 7 9 4 , a n d t h e s e p u b l i c a t i o n s w e r e d o n a ­
t i o n s a n d b e q u e s t s ; f o r e x a m p l e , B o y l e ' s Sceptical chemist i s t h e o n l y 
s u r v i v i n g v o l u m e f r o m D r . R e m m e t t ' s b o o k s w h i c h w e r e a d d e d i n 1 8 2 3 . 
F r o m 1 7 9 4 t h e r e a r e p u b l i c a t i o n s w h i c h w e r e p r e s u m a b l y a c q u i r e d b y t h e 
S o c i e t y i n i t s e a r l y d a y s , f o r e x a m p l e a v o l u m e o f p a m p h l e t s 1 7 9 8 - 1 8 0 0 
o n v a c c i n a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g o n e b y t h e S o c i e t y ' s m e m b e r R i c h a r d D u n n i n g 
w h o s e n a m e i s l i n k e d w i t h t h a t o f J e n n e r i n t h a t f i e l d . A b o u t 2 1 % o f 
t h e p u b l i c a t i o n d a t e s f a l l b e t w e e n 1 8 0 0 a n d 1 8 2 9 , 1 8 % 1 8 3 0 - 3 9 a n d 2 0 % 
1 8 4 0 - 4 9 ; a l t h o u g h t h e s e p e r c e n t a g e s c a n n o t b e c l a i m e d t o b e r e l a t e d t o 
t h e a c t u a l p e r c e n t a g e a c q u i s i t i o n s i n t h o s e d e c a d e s , t h e y a r e u s e f u l i n 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h a t t h e S o c i e t y m a i n t a i n e d a c o n s t a n t f l o w o f n e w l i t e r a ­
t u r e , i t b e i n g p r e s u m e d l i k e l y t h a t t h e i t e m s w e r e a c q u i r e d w i t h i n a 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y s h o r t s p a c e o f b e i n g p u b l i s h e d . T h e m i d - c e n t u r y d e c a d e s 
a r e r e p r e s e n t e d p a r t i c u l a r l y b y t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s o f t h e f i r m s L o n g m a n s 
( a n d i t s n u m e r o u á v a r i a n t s o f n a m e ) , a n d J o h n C h u r c h i l l ; m a n y a r e l a r g e 
i l l u s t r a t e d w o r k s , s u c h a s a n a t o m i c a l d r a w i n g s . A f e w o v e r s e a s w o r k s 
w e r e a l s o a c q u i r e d , s u c h a s C r u v e i l h i e r ' s Jínatomie pathologique, 1829-42, 
A l i b e r t ' s Description des maladies de la peau, 1825, a n d a n A m e r i c a n 
p u b l i c a t i o n b y B u s h e i n 1 8 3 7 . T h e m a j o r i t y o f w o r k s a r e E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e 
t i t l e s p u b l i s h e d m a i n l y i n L o n d o n w i t h s o m e E d i n b u r g h a n d D u b l i n 
p u b l i s h e r s . T w o i t e m s o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t a r e F l o r e n c e N i g h t i n g a l e ' s 
N o t e s on nursing, 1861, a n d Notes on hospitals, 1859; s h e g a v e a d v i c e 
o n t h e d e s i g n o f t h e w a r d s a t t h e n e w h o s p i t a l o p e n e d i n D e v o n p o r t i n 
1 8 6 3 , b u t i t i s n o t k n o w n w h e t h e r s h e h a d a p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 
S o c i e t y a n d t h e s e t w o p u b l i c a t i o n s . 
I n 1 8 4 3 t h e S y d e n h a m S o c i e t y w a s e s t a b l i s h e d t o p u b l i s h 
i m p o r t a n t w o r k s w h i c h w e r e n o t r e a d i l y a c c e s s i b l e ; i t s s u c c e s s o r , t h e 
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N e w S y d e n h a m S o c i e t y , h a d t h e s a m e o b j e c t i v e , a n d c o n t i n u a d u n t i l 1907. 
T h e P l y m o u t h M e d i c a l S o c i e t y s u b s c r i b e d f r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g u n t i l 
t h e e n d , a n d t h e r e s u l t i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e s t r o n g l y r e p r e s e n t e d ; f r o m 
1860 o n w a r d s t h è s e p u b l i c a t i o n s f o r m t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e s u r v i v i n g b o o k s . 
T w o m a n u s c r i p t v o l u m e s b a v e a l s o s u r v i v e d , o n e o f w h i c h a p p e a r s t o b e 
o f c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p o r t a n c e a s i t i s t h e o n l y d a t e d a n d s i g n a d c o p y o f 
H u n t e r ' s l e c t u r e n o t e s w h i c h i s k n o w n t o e x i s t ; i t w a s J o h n C l a r k e j u n i o r ' s 
Notes taken from Mr. Hunter's lectures on surgery, 1781. T h e s e c o n d 
m a n u s c r i p t i t e m i s o f l o c a l r a t h e r t h a n n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t , b e i n g Notes 
of cases taken in the wards of the South Devon and East Cornwall 
Hospital 1840- , b y o n e o f t h e f i r s t s u r g e o n s a p p o i n t e d t o i t , W . G . 
S q u a r e . 
N e a r l y a i l o f t h e s u r v i v i n g p e r i o d i c a l s w e r e p r e s e n t e d t o t h e 
L i b r a r y i n a b e q u e s t b y D r . F o x i n 1939, b u t t h e y c o n t a i n s o m e i n t e r -
e s t i n g v o l u m e s o f Lancet 1842-45, w h i c h t h e m s e l v e s c o n t a i n t h e b o o k p l a t e 
o f J o h n H e l e F u g e , a n d c o u l d w e l l b e t h e d u p l i c a t e c o p i e s o f p e r i o d i c a l s 
w h i c h h e i s k n o w n t o b a v e p u r c h a s e d i n t h e o c c a s i o n a i a u c t i o n s h e l d b y 
t h e P l y m o u t h M e d i c a l S o c i e t y . 
T h e f i n a l g r o u p o f s u r v i v i n g i t e m s w o r t h n o t i n g a r e f i v e 
v o l u m e s o f t h e Transactions of the Pathological Society of London, 
1901 - 1907, w h i c h , a l t h o u g h t h e y c o n t a i n n o o w n e r s h i p m a r k s o r o t h e r 
é v i d e n c e t o p r o v e p r o v e n a n c e , c o u l d b e g e n u i n e s u r v i v a i s o f t h e o l d 
L i b r a r y , a n d w o u l d t i e i n w e l l w i t h t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a s p e c i a l i s t 
P a t h o l o g i c a l S e c t i i o n b y t h e S o c i e t y i n D e c e m b e r 1905. 
S e v e r a l o f t h e s u r v i v i n g v o l u m e s c o n t a i n o r i g i n a l b o o k p l a t e s 
o f t h e S o c i e t y , w i t h s e v e r a l v a r i a t i o n s a s s h o w n i n F i g . 37 ; t h e r e i s 
a l o o s e c o r r é l a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e p r o b a b l e c h r o n o l o g i c a l s é q u e n c e o f 
b o o k p l a t e s a n d t h e p u b l i c a t i o n d a t e s o f i t e m s c o n t a i n i n g t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
v a r i a n t s w h i c h t e n d s t o s u p p o r t t h e g e n e r a l i n t e r p r é t a t i o n o f s t o c k 
b u i l d i n g w h i c h b a s b e e n s u g g e s t e d i n t h e a b o v e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 
s u r v i v i n g v o l u m e s . S o m e w o r k s a l s o c o n t a i n c l e a r s h e l f m a r k s i n s i d e 
t h e i r f r o n t c o v e r s , b u t t h i s i s n o t s u f f i c i e n t t o r e c o n s t r u c t a n y 
s t e p s i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s t o c k o r g a n i s a t i o n i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 
é v i d e n c e o f t h e c a t a l o g u e s a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d . 
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F i g . 37 Plymouth Me d i c a l S o c i e t y L i b r a r y bookplates. 
9.4 THE ROYAL NAVAL HOSPITAL PLYMOUTH MEDICAL LIBRARY. 
The r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the h i s t o r y of t h e Médical L i b r a r y of 
th e Royal Naval H o s p i t a l Plymouth r e q u i r e d a v e r y différent methodology 
t o t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the L i b r a r y o f the Plymouth Médical S o c i e t y . 
The l a t t e r was l a r g e l y r e c o n s t r u c t e d from the a r c h i v e s of the S o c i e t y , 
w i t h a l i t t l e a s s i s t a n c e from t he s m a l l number of volumes which bave 
s u r v i v e d . The Royal Naval H o s p i t a l , by c o n t r a s t , bas a Médical 
L i b r a r y c o n t a i n i n g some 2,000 volimies p l u s many p e r i o d i c a l s , but no 
l i b r a r y a r c h i v e s and very l i t t l e i n t h e way of h o s p i t a l a r c h i v e s . The 
Médical L i b r a r y had not p r e v i o u s l y been s t u d i e d p r o f e s s i o n a l l y , although 
an a r t i c l e was pu b l i s h e d i n 1963 by Captain Lewis (136) who was a b l e 
t o show (from recor d s which bave s i n c e disappeared, b e l i e v e d d e s t r o y e d ) , 
t h a t a l i b r a r y of some s o r t e x i s t e d i n 1871. He came t o the c o n c l u s i o n 
t h a t : 
"The o r i g i n s of t h e L i b r a r y remain wrapped i n profound 
mystery d e s p i t e an i n t e n s i v e search f o r documents, r e c e i p t s 
or l i s t s r e f e r r i n g i n any way t o books or p e r i o d i c a l s 
receivedV (137).. 
T h i s was unpromising, and a p r e l i m i n a r y search o f the l i t e r a t u r e of 
n a v a l h i s t o r y , médical h i s t o r y and h o s p i t a l s , and l i b r a r y h i s t o r y 
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s revealed no d u e s . The l i t t l e i n formation which was 
a v a i l a b l e was i n s u f f i c i e n t t o i d e n t i f y p o t e n t i a l l y u s e f u l sources i n 
th e P u b l i c Record O f f i c e , w i t h i t s v a s t h o l d i n g s . The obvious t a s k 
was t o make the books speak f o r themselves and t e l l s u f f i c i e n t o f t h e i r 
h i s t o r y t o enable a l i t e r a r y search i n h i s t o r i c a l sources t o be more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y dirécted. 
The Médical L i b r a r y i s housed today (1982) i n two rooms on 
th e t o p f l o o r of the main a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b l o c k , i n t o which i t moved i n 
1958. One of the rooms i s used as a Committee Room and i s used es a gênera 
rea d i n g room f o r the L i b r a r y a t other times; i t contained t h e bulk of 
t h e L i b r a r y ' s e a r l i e s t m a t e r i a l . The L i b r a r y i t s e l f , a room on 
t h e o t h e r side of the s t a i r c a s e , c o n t a i n s the modem c o l l e c t i o n o f 
a c t i v e médical books and j o u r n a l s . T h i s d i v i s i o n i n t o " h i s t o r i c a l " 
and "modem" i s not completely c l e a r c u t , f o r many of the l a r g e s t o l d 
books a r e i n the L i b r a r y room and s e v e r a l récent works are shelved i n 
th e Committee Room. The "modem" c o l l e c t i o n dates e f f e c t i v e l y from 
about 1963 when the L i b r a r y was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d ; i t i s arranged i n broad 
s u b j e c t o r d e r , w i t h an author c a r d catalogue; i t i s cared f o r by a 
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p a r t - t i m e l i b r a r í a n , w b o s e p o s t w a s e s t a b l i s b e d a f t e r 1 9 7 0 . T b e 
" b i s t o r i c a l c o l l e c t i o n " , a l t h o u g b f o r m a l l y p a r t o f t b e L i b r a r y , h a s 
f a l l e n i n t o a s t a t e o f n e g l e c t b e c a u s e n e i t h e r t i m e n o r m o n e y h a s 
b e e n a v a i l a b l e f o r a c o l l e c t i o n o f b o o k s w h i c h w a s v i r t u a l l y o f n o 
p r a c t i c a l u s e t o t h e u s e r c o m m u n i t y o f m e d i c a i p e r s o n n e l o n t h e s t a f f 
o f t h e H o s p i t a l a n d o t h e r n a v a l m e d i c a l o f f i c e r s v i s i t i n g t h e p o r t . 
S p o r a d i c a t t e m p t s h a d b e e n m a d e t o d i s p o s e o f t h e o l d b o o k s , b u t t h i s 
w a s p r e v e n t e d b y t h e s t r e n u o u s e f f o r t s o f a f e w i n t e r e s t e d p e o p l e s u c h 
a s C a p t . L e w i s , a n d t h e f u t u r e o f t h e c o l l e c t i o n i s n o t s e c u r e . O n e 
o f t h e P r o b l e m s f a c e d b y t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d i n p r e s e r v i n g t h e o l d b o o k s 
w a s t h e l a c k o f p r e c i s e k n o w l e d g e o f i t S o r i g i n , b i s t o r y a n d c o n t e n t s . 
T h a t w a s t h e S i t u a t i o n f o u n d b y t h e a u t h o r , o n f i r s t m a k i n g c o n t a c t 
w i t h t h e M e d i c a i L i b r a r y i n 1 9 7 9 . 
T h e f i r s t s t e p w a s t o g a i n a g e n e r a l i d e a o f t h e s c o p e o f 
t h e b i s t o r i c a l c o l l e c t i o n o f m e d i c a i b o o k s a n d t h e a g e o f t h e b o o k s . 
T h i s w a s i n i t i a l l y c a r r i e d o u t b y i n s p e c t i n g a n d a n a l y s i n g a c a r d i n d e x 
o f e n t r i e s i n s h e l f o r d e r w h i c h h a d b e e n c o m p i l e d , a t t h e i n s t i g a t i o n o f 
C a p t a i n L e w i s , f r o m a b o u t 1 9 6 3 - 1 9 7 0 . M a n y p e o p l e h e l p e d t o c o m p i l e 
t h e i n d e x , a l t h o u g b m u c h o f t h e w o r k w a s c a r r i e d o u t b y a S e n i o r 
L a b o r a t o r y T e c h n i c i a n , M r . E . D e n n e r l e y , w h o w a s s e c o n d e d t o b a v e 
o v e r s i g h t o f t h e L i b r a r y u n t i l t h e p a r t - t i m e L i b r a r í a n w a s a p p o i n t e d . 
A l t h o u g b t h e c a r d i n d e x w a s a d e q u a t e f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f the H o s p i t a l , 
t h e q u a l i t y o f i t ' s 6 7 8 e n t r i e s v a r í e s c o n s i d e r a b l y ; s o m e c a r d s w e r e 
s i m p l y t h e b r i e f e s t o f n o t e s - a s ú m a m e , k e y w o r d o f t i t l e , a n d d a t e -
w h i l e t h e m o s t d é t a i l e d o f t h e m c o n t a i n e d a u s e f u l s t a t e m e n t o f a u t h o r , 
s h o r t t i t l e , p u b l i c a t i o n p l a c e , p u b l i s h e r , d a t e o f p u b l i c a t i o n , e d i t i o n , 
n u m b e r o f v o l u m e s , a n d a n n o t a t i o n o f a n y s p e c i a l f e a t u r e , s u c h a s t h e 
l a n g u a g e i f n o t i n E n g l i s h . M o s t c a r d s c o n t a i n e d o n e w o r k , b u t s o m e 
m u l t i p l e v o l u m e w o r k s w e r e e n t e r e d o n e v o l u m e p e r c a r d , a n d d u p l i c a t e 
e n t r i e s o c c u r r e d w h i c h d i d n o t n e c e s s a r i l y m e a n d u p l i c a t e c o p i e s . S o m e 
e d i t i n g o f t h e c a r d i n d e x w a s c a r r i e d o u t , a n d t h e r e v i s e d f i l e s h o w e d 
t h a t t h e r e a p p e a r e d t o b a v e b e e n 6 4 1 w o r k s u p t o t h e l a t e s t 
p u b l i c a t i o n d a t e o f 1 9 6 2 . T h e b r e a k d o w n o f t h e b o o k s b y p u b l i c a t i o n 
d a t e w a s : 2 p r e - 1 6 0 0 , 1 3 1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 , 6 1 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 , 3 8 9 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 , 
a n d 1 4 5 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 6 2 . T h e t e r m i n u s a b q u o c o u l d , f r o m t h i s I n f o r m a t i o n , 
b e b e f o r e 1 8 0 0 . T h e b o o k s a c c o u n t e d f o r 5 1 0 w o r k s , b u t t h e r e w e r e 
3 1 e n t r i e s f o r o t h e r t y p e s o f m a t e r i a l : 1 4 p e r i o d i c a l t i t l e s , 9 a n n u a l s 
a n d S t a t i s t i c a l s e r i e s , 2 e n t r i e s f o r p a m p h l e t s , o n e e n t r y f o r t h e s e s . 
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one manuscript, and fou r a r c h i v e items. The books were next analysed 
i n more détail by date o f p u b l i c a t i o n , and the percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n 
per décade i s shown i n F i g . 33 . The médian was found t o be the year 
1844, the lower i n t e r q u a r t l i e date was 1827, and t h e upper i n t e r q u a r t l i e 
was 1880. The sériai t i t l e s were examined, and t h e date ranges were 
found t o conform t o t h e broad p a t t e m o f t h e books ( F i g . 39) , although 
the volumes were i n short ranges w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of Médical annual. 
I t was apparent t h a t t h e c o l l e c t i o n c o n t a i n e d books i n a 
v a r i e t y of languages, and an a n a l y s i s o f thèse was made. A i l except 
two of the Works p u b l i s h e d a f t e r 1840 were i n E n g l i s h ; but the pre-1840 
m a t e r i a l i n c l u d e d 25% L a t i n , 11% French, 2% I t a l i a n and 3% m u l t i l i n g u a l 
Works i n c l u d i n g some w i t h Greek and L a t i n . The d e c l i n i n g importance 
of L a t i n i n médical l i t e r a t u r e and the i n c r e a s i n g importance of E n g l i s h 
was a normal phenomenon i n the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y and e a r l y n i n e -
teenth-century, but the présence of French and I t a l i a n seemed i n t e r e s t i n g . 
A broad a n a l y s i s was then made by subject t o a s c e r t a i n how w i d e l y or 
narrowly t h e scope r e l a t e d t o medicine. The percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n 
was found t o be: 
Pre-1900 1900-1962 T o t a l 
% % % 
Médical ( i n c l u d i n g médical 66.2 100.0 74.2 
geography, ethnology, etc.) 
General s c i e n c e 23.5 - 17.9 
L i t e r a t u r e and gênerai works 10.3 - 7.9 
Obviously the non-medical works are concentrated i n the n i n e t e e n t h -
century bookstock, where they form n e a r l y 34% o f the whole pre-1900 
stock. The main s c i e n t i f l e s u b j e c t s were: botany and zoology 8.2%, 
mathematics and astronomy 2%, chemistry 7.1% and geo-sciences 6.2% . 
I t bas t o be recognised t h a t the works i d e n t i f i e d i n t h i s 
rough record o f the ca r d index must bave formed o n l y a p r o p o r t i o n , an 
unknown p r o p o r t i o n , of t h e o r i g i n a l L i b r a r y s t o c k , and t h a t probably 
considérable numbers were l o s t , d e l i b e r a t e l y d i s p o s e d o f , or destroyed, 
as had happened i n t h e case of the L i b r a r y of t h e Plymouth Médical 
So c i e t y . I t would be wrong t o e x t r a p o l a t e t h e s u r v i v i n g works backwards 
and assume t h a t t h e c h a r a c t e r o f the remaining s t o c k was n e c e s s a r i l y the 
ch a r a c t e r of the former l i b r a r y ; but n e v e r t h e l e s s an impression had 
al r e a d y been gained o f a l i b r a r y which p o t e n t i a l l y had a lon g h i s t o r y . 
% 
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Fig., 38 D i s t r i b u t i o n o f books by p u b l i c a t i o n dates. Medlcal L i b r a r y , Royal Naval H o s p i t a l Plymouth. 
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F l g . 39 Royal Naval H o s p i t a l Medlcal L i b r a r y . P e r i o d l c a l s , pre-1914. 
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was e v i d e n t l y a c t i v e i n t h e p e r i o d around the 1840s, and had probably 
experienced a p e r i o d of d e c l i n e and ne g l e c t from about 1890 - 1940. These 
were u s e f u l p o i n t e r s , but i t was obvious from a p h y s i c a l i n s p e c t i o n of 
t h e books themselves t h a t t h e r e was much more in f o r m a t i o n t o be gained 
from them. Some had i n s c r i p t i o n s , some had accession numbers, some 
had a c c e s s i o n dates, and so on. In order t o record t h i s d a t a as a 
p r e l i m i n a r y e x e r c i s e t o a n a l y s i n g i t , i t was necessary t o p r o v i d e a 
r e l i a b l e b a s i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n r e c o r d ; the ca r d index proved t o o i n c o n ­
s i s t e n t f o r the purpose, and so the next step was t o c r e a t e a new set 
of r e c o r d s f o r each volume^. From t h i s r e c o r d a s e r i e s o f r e c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n s and i n f e r e n c e s became p o s s i b l e . This evidence w i l l be examined 
i n the next s u b - s e c t i o n , b e f o r e the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e pre-1914 
h i s t o r y o f the Medical L i b r a r y i s presented. 
9.4.1 The evidence o f t h e books 
Bookplates. Many volumes contained bookplates p r o c l a i m i n g 
t h a t the work was from t he bequest of Dr. McKinnal or Dr. L. G i l l e s p i e , 
and an a n a l y s i s of the p u b l i c a t i o n dates of these volumes r e v e a l e d 
t e r m i n i ad quem of 1838 and 1840 r e s p e c t i v e l y , making i t p o s s i b l e t o 
f o l l o w up the biography o f t h e s e gentlemen through A d m i r a l t y r e c o r d s , 
and t o f i n d out how t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r i e s had become p a r t of 
the Medical L i b r a r y at Plymouth ( v i d . i n f . ) ( F i g . 40). 
Accession marks. The books showed a v a r i e t y of a c c e s s i o n 
marks, from simple ownership stamps, t o accession numbers, t o dated 
ownership stamps. The a c c e s s i o n stamps have been i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 
c o n s i d e r a b l e confidence i n the t e r m i n i ab quo and ad quem, because o f 
supplementary evidence such as dated i n s c r i p t i o n s as w e l l as the c l e a r 
p a t t e r n o f p u b l i c a t i o n dates o f works stamped by the i n d i v i d u a l stamp 
v a r i a n t s . Fig.41 shows some o f the most important a c c e s s i o n stamps. 
A f t e r these records had been cr e a t e d i t appeared as though they 
would provide a u s e f u l index t o t h e contents and s h e l f - l o c a t i o n s 
of items i n the Medical L i b r a r y . They have been produced as a 
d u p l i c a t e d t y p e s c r i p t 71-page document, c o p i e s o f which a r e l o c a t e d 
at t h e Royal Naval H o s p i t a l Medical L i b r a r y and major medical, h i s t o r y 
l i b r a r i e s , vinder t h e t i t l e : The Medical Library of the Royal Naval 
Hospital Plymouth 1825-1900. The L i b r a r y ' s contents are thus now 
a c c e s s i b l e t o s c h o l a r s . The E.S.T.C, has a l s o been n o t i f i e d . 
l Ä s ^ ^ f e r ^ - • • • • 
F i g . 40 McKinnal and G i l l e s p i e s p e c i a l bookplates. 
Medical L i b r a r y , Royal Naval H o s p i t a l Plymouth. 
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. 1KSP£CT0R ÜENñilAL . 
Not used after 1835 
Used from 1835 to c. 1890 
Accession date added from c.1863 
D Used o n l y i n 1888 
E Used 1898-1901 
F Used 1893-1908 
Rpyal Naval Hospital Plymouth Medical Library 
accession stamps. 
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Type A Is the most interesting, for i t proved to have been used only 
on the original nucleus of stock acquired up to 183 5. Type B then 
succeeded i t for over f i f t y years, and from 1863 t h i s stamp also had 
the accession date written in the centre oval, and has been d i s t i n ­
guished as Type C. The types A, B and C are the most frequent stamps; 
others were used towards the end of the nineteenth-century and early 
twentieth-century, sometimes singly and sometimes in combination. The 
evidence of the accession stamps i s sufficiently conclusive to enable 
any stamped book to be assigned with confidence to a particular period 
of l i b r a r y accessioning, although i t does not preclude an item having 
been in the Library in unaccessioned condition before then. Some items 
were obviously re-accessioned; for example, most of the voliimes v/ith the 
type A stamp were later restam.ped with type B. 
The total niamber of volumes containing an accession number 
was 484. The lowest accession number found was 12, the highest 1,629. 
The distribution of surviving volumes was scattered throughout this 
range, as follows: 
accession numbers 1 - 99 surviving volumes 27 
1CX3 - 199 31 
200 - 2 99 28 
300 - 399 44 
400 - 499 44 
500 - 599 39 
600 - 699 34 
700 - 799 27 
800 - 899 31 
960 
-
999 53 
l,0O0 - 1,099 17 
i,ioo - 1,199 14 
1,200 - 1,299 9 
1,300 - 1,399 22 
1,400 - 1,499 31 
1,500 - 1,599 16 
1,600 - (1,629) 17 
The numbers did not form blocks, but were scattered throughout the 
sequence, which suggests that the surviving volumes must have formed 
part of a collection which at some stage had reached a total of at 
least 1,629 volumes. The McKinnal and Gillespie books appear 
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throughout the range, showing that they were given accession numbers 
over a period. Documentary evidence later confirmed that the McKinnal 
and Gillespie books were received in 1839 and 1844 respectively, and 
there seems to be a strong probability that i t was the receipt of these 
two collections which caused a new accessioning procedure to be adopted, 
with the year 1844 as the most l i k e l y starting date although i t i s not 
impossible for the work to have been carried out before then. The 
accession numbers were assembled into numerical order to ascertain 
whether any discernible system emerged, but the order of entry appears 
to have been completely random, suggesting that i t was probably connected 
with an exercise in reorganising an existing collection. Brief 
details of the works surviving with the lowest accession numbers are 
shown in Table 42, from which i t w i l l be seen that there seems to be no 
detectable order by author, subject, t i t l e , date, catalogue page or 
shelf-mark. The latest publication with an accession number was 
Bryson's Report on the climate and p r i n c i p a l diseases of the African 
Station, 1847, which can be proved to have been received in the Library 
on 4 June 1847. There i s other evidence that i t was in 1847 that 
accessioning by numbers ceased. Multi-volume works in course of 
publication or completion in 1847 were found to have the earlier volumes, 
received before 1847, with accession numbers; the later volumes received 
in or after 1847 did not contain numbers., The cessation of accession 
numbering in 1847 is also suggested by evidence from serial volumes; the 
Magazine of natural history N.S. 18 1846 was numbered, but the subsequent 
volumes were not, and there were other examples of t h i s occurring. There 
i s therefore good'evidence that the change took place some time in 1847. 
About 232 volumes with pre-1848 publication dates do not contain accession 
numbers, but there are several reasons which could account for th i s . 
Possibly retrospective accessioning had not been completed before the 
ey.ercise was halted ; in many cases the surviving volumes no longer 
possess the original f l y leaves or h a l f - t i t l e on which the numbers were 
usually located, so the numbers could have been lost through binding or 
by wear and tear. From 1847 the numbering procedure was replaced by a 
simple type-B ownership stamp, u n t i l the date of accessioning began to 
be added regularly from about 1863. 
Catalogue references. Most volumes contain inside their front 
cover a number which denotes the page of the catalogue on which the work 
was l i s t e d ; t h i s i s proved by the occasional entries in which the number 
Table 42. Reconstructed accessions r e g i s t e r , Royal Naval H o s p i t a l Plymouth Medical L i b r a r y . 
RECONSTRUCTED ACCESSIONS RECORD FOR SURVIVING BOOKS OTHER EVIDENCE FROM THE BOOKS WHICH SHOWS NO 
LOGICAL SEQUENCE EXPECTED IN ANY OTHER RECORD 
P u b l i c a t i o n 
date 
Book Author and t i t l e 
number 
12 ALLAN Manual of mineralogy 1834 
35 CRAIGIE Elements of the p r a c t i c e of 
p h y s i c . V o l . 1 1836 
36 v o l . 2 1840 
41 JOHNSON Economy of h e a l t h . 2nd. ed. 1837 
42 JOHNSON Influence of the atmosphere 2nd. 1818 
ed. (DICKSON item) 
45 de JUSSIEU Genera plantarum (McKINNAL item) 1791 
54 LAENNEC Diseases of the chest. 3rd. ed. 1832 
59 URE New system of geology 1829 
60 URE D i c t i o n a r y of chemistry ... 4th..ed. 1831 
61 URE D i c t i o n n n a i r e de chimie, v o l . 1 1822 
62-64 ibid'.. (GILLESPIE items) v o l . 2-4 1823 
65 HEBERDEN Commentarrii de morborum (McKINNAL) 1807 
65 -69 SCAROGNA Aphorismi. 3rd. ed. v o l s . 1-5 1762-3 
(GILLESPIE items) 
70 -73 WOODVILLE Medical botany. 3v. & suppl. 1790-4 
(GILLESPIE items) 
97 PEREIRA Food and d i e t 1843 
101 MAYO Philosophy of l i v i n g . 2nd. ed. 1838 
103 WALKER Chart ... dis e a s e s of the s k i n (1844) 
116 MITSCHERLICH P r a c t i c a l and experimental 1838 
chemistry 
Stamp 
Type A 
X 
X 
X 
Catalogue 
page r e f . 
18 
33 
33 
19 
20 
11 
40 
18 
13 
13 
13 
23 
27 
12 
15 
28 
15 
13 
Shelf 
mark 
D7 
S6 
S6 
E4 
E4 
B6 
U2 
D7 
C5 
C6 
C6 
G3 
GIO 
A l O - l l 
C7 
G5 
C7 
C6 
.Ok 
00 
UJ 
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i s p r e c e d e d b y t b e w o r d s " C a t . p a g e ' . ' U s i n g t b i s e v i d e n c e , i t b a s 
b e e n p o s s i b l e t o r e c r e a t e , i n p a r t , t b e c o n t e n t s o f e a c h p a g e o f t h e 
" c a t a l o g u e " a l t h o u g h t h e o r d e r o f e n t r i e s w i t h i n a n y p a g e c a n n o t b e 
d e t e r m i n e d . T h e r e s u l t w a s t h e d i s c o v e r y t h a t t h e C a t a l o g u e h a d b e e n 
o r g a n i s e d i n a b r o a d s u b j e c t a r r a n g e m e n t . T h e e x a c t s u b j e c t h e a d i n g 
u s e d f o r e a c h p a g e c a n n o t b e e s t a b l i s h e d , b u t a r o u g h i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e 
m a i n s u b j e c t h a s b e e n g i v e n f o r e a c h p a g e a n d t h e r e s u l t s a r e s h o w n i n 
T a b l e 43 . i n s o m e c a s e s a p a g e a p p e a r s t o h a v e c o n t a i n e d m o r e t h a n 
o n e s u b j e c t , s o m e t i m e s a n o b v i o u s o v e r f l o w f r o m t h e p r e c e d i n g o r n e x t 
p a g e . 
T h e ' C a t a l o g u e a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a c o m p r e h e n s i v e r e c o r d 
o f t h e L i b r a r y , f o r i t i n c l u d e d n o t o n l y t h e e a r l y n u c l e u s o f s t o c k 
f r o m p r e - 1 8 3 5 , b u t a l s o t h e M c K l n n a l a n d G i l l e s p i e b e q u e s t s , t h e s t o c k 
a c q u i r e d i n t h e l a t e r n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , a n d b e y o n d 1914 ( f o r s o m e o f 
t h e s t o c k o f t h e m o d e r n s e c t i o n o f t h e M e d i c a l L i b r a r y p r o v e d t o c o n t a i n 
s i m i l a r c a t a l o g u e r e f e r e n c e s ) . T h i s i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g , f o r t h e L i b r a r y 
i s , a f t e r a l l , a p a r t o f a n a v a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t , a n d i t h a s a l w a y s b e e n a n 
i m p o r t a n t r e q u i r e m e n t o f t h e N a v y f o r i n v e n t o r i e s o f s t o r e s t o b e 
m a i n t a i n e d ; i t s e e m s l i k e l y t h a t t h e C a t a l o g u e w a s o r i g i n a l l y c o m m e n c e d 
a s m u c h f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e a s o n s a s f o r a m e a n s o f a s s i s t i n g u s e r s . 
S h e l f m a r k s . E a c h s u r v i v i n g v o l u m e c o n t a i n s a s h e l f m a r k , a n d 
a f e w o f t h e p r e-1866 p u b l i c a t i o n s b e a r t w o s h e l f m a r k s , s h o w i n g t h a t 
s o m e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e s h e l f a r r a n g e m e n t t o o k p l a c e a f t e r t h a t d a t e . 
M a n y v o l u m e s o f t h e o r i g i n a l n u c l e u s c o n t a i n o n l y o n e s h e l f m a r k , s u g g e s t i n g 
t h a t t h e e a r l i e s t s h e l f a r r a n g e m e n t r e m a i n e d c o n s t a n t , b u t t h a t a s n e w 
b r a n c h e s o f m e d i c a l a n d s u r g i c a l k n o w l e d g e d e v e l o p e d t h e n e w s t o c k a n d 
r e l e v a n t o l d s t o c k w a s r e l o c a t e d . A n o u t l i n e o f t h e a r r a n g e m e n t o f 
t h e b o o k s t o c k h a s b e e n r e c o n s t r u c t e d f r o m t h e s h e l f m a r k s a n d i s s h o w n 
i n T a b l e 4 4, a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e i n e v i t a b l y m a n y g a p s ; b u t e v e n t h e 
s u r v i v i n g w o r k s s h o w a p e r s u a s i v e l y s y s t e m a t i c o r d e r w h i c h c a n n o t b e 
s i m p l y b y c h a n c e . T h e s t o c k w a s a r r a n g e d r o u g h l y b y s u b j e c t , a n d t h i s 
c o r r e s p o n d s v e r y c l o s e l y w i t h t h e r e c o n s t r u c t e d c a t a l o g u e e n t r i e s , w h i c h 
n o w m a k e s i t a p p e a r t h a t t h e s o - c a l l e d c a t a l o g u e w a s i n f a c t ^a s h e l f -
l i s t ; i f s o , t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e e a r l y u n c h a n g e d s h e l f m a r k s t e n d s t o 
s u p p o r t t h e v i e w a l r e a d y p u t f o r w a r d a b o v e , t h a t t h e " c a t a l o g u e " w a s 
a c o m p r e h e n s i v e i n v e n t o r y w h i c h s t a r t e d a t q u i t e a n e a r l y d a t e . 
Table 43 . Reconstructed contents o f tbe Catalogue o f tbe Medical 
L i b r a r y o f the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l Plymouth. 
Page Subject content No. Works Page 
no. s u r v i v i n g no. 
7 Anatomy 5 22 
8 Anatomy 6 24 
9 Anatomy 12 25 
9A Anatomy 1 
10 Anatomy 
General science 
2 
3 
Astronomy 3 26 
11 B i b l iograpljy 
Mi se e l i an eou s 
3 
2 
27 
Botany 19 28 
12 Botany 14 
13 Chemistry 29 
14 Chemistry 7 
Skin d i s e a s e s 15 29 
15 Skin d i s e a s e s lO 29.4 
Food, d i e t 12 30 
16 Food, d i e t 4 
Man 10 31 
P h y s i c a l éducation 2 32 
17 French l i t e r a t u r a 
I t a l i a n l i t a r a t u r e 
5 
4 
33 
C l a s s i c a l l i t e r a t u r a 
M iscellaneous l i t e r a t u r e 
9 
lO 
34 
18 Geology and p h y s i c a l 
geography 
31 35 
19 H i s t o r y 4 38 
H o s p i t a l management 3 40 
Health and hygiène 7 42 
20 Health and hygiène 12 44 
20A Smallpox 1 47 
21 Miscellaneous 2 48 
Subject content No. works Page Subject content No. works 
s u r v i v i n g no. s u r v i v i n g 
General reference 5 49 Pathology 3 
Pharmacology 16 51 Pathology 2 
Pharmacology 4 S e r i a l 1 
Hydropathy 11 53 Sleep 1 
Therapeutics 2 54 Surgery 1 
Miscellaneous 2 55 Surgery 2 
Mathematíes 3 57 Sirrgery 2 
General medicine 6 58 F r a c t u r e s 2 
Ancient medicine 38 62 Hernia 1 
Ancient medicine 5 63 Hernia 1 
Medical essays. Wounds 2 
c o l l e c t e d works 20 
64 Wounds 1 
General medical works 3 
65 New Sydenham S o c i e t y 4 
General medical works 29 
66 Expeditions 1 
Ancient medicine 1 
67 Expeditions 2 
P e r i o d i c a l s 9 
68 Zoology 8 
Miscellaneous 4 
69 Zoology 6 
Seriáis 14 
77 French l i t e r a t u r e 1 
Medical geography 13 
81 American s e r i a l 1 
Medical geography 6 
General medical 
p r a c t i c a 13 
General medical 
p r a c t i c a 2 
General medical 
p r a c t i c a 1 
Nervous diseases 1 
Chest/heart 3 
Medical jurisprudenee 1 
Seurvy 1 
Gynaecology 4 
Gynaecology 1 
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Table 44. Royal Naval Hospital Medical Library. Shelf arrangement 
CASES A C D E F G H I K L M N 
SHELVES 1 Examination 
papers 
2 Pharma- HÌ!=tory of 
cology medicine 
3 Anatomy Brit i s h Chemistry Classics, Thera- General Haematology 
Association General peut ic s medicine 
Reports literature 
4 Anatomy Astronomy Chemistry General 
literature 
Health & 
Hygiene 
General & 
historieal 
5 Anatomy Botany Chemistry General 
literature 
Pharma-
cology 
medicine 
Medicine Zoology 
6 
7 Anatomy 
Botany 
Botany 
Chemistry 
Skin 
diseases 
Geology 
Mineralogy 
Pharma-
cology 
Boerhaave' 
works 
Medicine 
Medicine Serials Pathology Anatomy 
Historieal 
medicine Dietionaries 
8 Anatomy Botany Man History :iisc. Pharma-
cology 
9 Anatomy Diet Literature Hospital 
management 
Mise. Medicine 
lO Anatomy Botany & 
Biblio-
graphy 
Encyclo-
paedias 
Encyclo-
paedias 
Medicine 
12. Serial 
CASES 0 P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
SHELVES 1 Sériais Sériais Reports Serials 
2 Sériais Chest Reports Serials 
3 Reports Geographical 
medicine 
Med leine Serials 
Zoology 
4 Aimual 
l i s t s 
Geographical 
medicine 
Zoology 
5 Reports Heart Medical Surgery Zoology 
jurisprudence 
6 Sériais Sériais Sériais Medicine Navy l i s t s Surgery 
7 Mise. Mise. Nervous diseases 
Mise. 
8 Mise. 
9 11 Mise. 
Serials Zoology 
10 14 Midwifery 
16 Medicai annual 
2o Pathology 
24 Serials 
Mise. 
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A f e w v o l u m e s p o s s e s s i n a d d i t i o n t o s h e l f m a r k s a l o c a t i o n m a r k o n t h e 
s p i n e w h i c h e v i d e n t l y s h o w e d t h e i r p o s i t i o n o n t h e i n d i v i d u a l s h e l v e s , 
b u t t h i s e v i d e n c e i s t o o f r a g m e n t a r y a n d i n d e c i p h e r a b l e t o p e r m i t a n y 
s e r i o u s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l s h e l v e s . 
B i n d i n g . T h e L i b r a r y v o l u m e s w e r e m o s t l y b o u n d i n a u n i f o r m 
f u l l l e a t h e r b i n d i n g w i t h P L Y M O U T H H O S P I T A L l e t t e r e d i n g o l d a t t h e 
f o o t o f t h e s p i n e . S o m e v o l u m e s h a d b e e n b o u n d b y t h e A d m i r a l t y ' s 
o r d e r s b e f o r e b e i n g s e n t t o P l y m o u t h a s s p e c i a l d o n a t i o n s , a n d t h e s e 
n o r m a l l y b e a r t h e c r o s s e d a n c h o r i n g o l d o n t h e f r o n t b o a r d . O t h e r 
v o l u m e s w e r e b o u n d a t S t o n e h o u s e b y t h e f i r m E . W . C o l e , w h o s e p a p e r 
l a b e l s t i l l r e m a i n s a t t a c h e d t o t h e i n s i d e c o v e r o f s o m e v o l u m e s . A 
f e w e a r l y d o n a t e d v o l u m e s w h i c h w e r e a l r e a d y i n g o o d l e a t h e r b i n d i n g s 
w e r e n o t r e b o u n d i n t h e L i b r a r y ' s s t y l e . B y t h e 1 8 7 0 s s e v e r a l v o l u m e s 
w e r e e v i d e n t l y b e i n g r e c e i v e d i n p u b l i s h e r s ' c l o t h b i n d i n g s , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s o f t h e S y d e n h a m S o c i e t y a n d N e w S y d e n h a m S o c i e t y . 
T h e r e i s n o e v i d e n c e o f b o o k s b e i n g b o u n d f r o m a b o u t 1 8 8 0 , a l t h o u g h 
p e r i o d i c a l s a p p a r e n t l y c o n t i n u e d t o b e b o u n d u n t i l a t l e a s t 1 8 9 9 . 
I n s c r i p t i o n s . O c c a s i o n a l l y v o l u m e s w e r e f o u n d t o b e a r a 
s i g n a t u r e o r a n i n s c r i p t i o n , i n w h i c h t h e n a m e D . D i c k s o n f e a t u r e d 
f r e q u e n t l y a s a s i g n a t u r e , a n d s e v e r a l o f t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s a p p e a r e d t o 
h a v e b e e n w r i t t e n i n o t h e r w o r k s b y t h e s a m e h a n d , a l t h o u g h t h i s c a n n o t 
b e p r o v e d c o n c l u s i v e l y . T h e e v i d e n c e w a s s i m p l y s u f f i c i e n t t o d i r e c t 
a t t e n t i o n t o D . D i c k s o n a s a s u b j e c t f o r l i t e r a r y i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
f 
I t w i l l b e s e e n f r o m t h i s b r i e f r e s u m e o f t h e n a t u r e o f t h e 
e v i d e n c e w h i c h h a s b e e n o b t a i n e d b y t h e p h y s i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e b o o k s , 
t h a t t h e b o o k s i n d e e d h a v e h a d q u i t e a c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t t o t e l l 
a b o u t t h e i r h i s t o r y , a n d p r o v i d e d m a n y u s e f u l p o i n t e r s w h i c h c o u l d b e 
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n a l i t e r a r y s e a r c h o f r e c o r d s w h i c h c o n s i s t e d m a i n l y 
o f t h e A d m i r a l t y r e c o r d s i n t h e P u b l i c R e c o r d O f f i c e . A c o m b i n a t i o n 
o f t h e l i t e r a r y a n d p h y s i c a l e v i d e n c e h a s e n a b l e d t h e f o l l o w i n g 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n t o b e m a d e o f t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e M e d i c a l L i b r a r y o f 
t h e R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l P l y m o u t h . 
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9 . 4 . 2 T h e o r i g í n a n d e a r l y h i s t o r y o f t h e L i b r a r y 
T e m p o r a r y h o s p i t a l s h a d b e e n s e t u p i n t h e T h r e e T o v m s 
f o r s i c k a n d w o u n d e d s e a m e n d u r i n g t h e D u t c h W a r s i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f 
o f t h e s a v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , b u t i t w a s n o t u n t i l o n e h u n d r e d y e a r s 
l a t e r t h a t a p e r m a n e n t h o s p i t a l w a s f o u n d e d b y t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s f o r 
S i c k a n d W o u n d e d S e a m e n . T h i s w a s t h e R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l P l y m o u t h , 
k n o w n a s " P l y m o u t h " b e c a u s e o f i t > % s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t p o r t , a l t h o u g h 
t h e a c t u a l l o c a t i o n w a s a t S t o n e h o u s e . T h e h o s p i t a l w a s o p e n e d i n 1 7 6 2 
i n n e w p u r p o s e - b u i l t b u i l d i n g s , n i n e y e a r s a f t e r t h e g r e a t " r i v a i " 
h o s p i t a l h a d b e e n o p e n e d a t H a s l a r ( G o s p o r t ) . T h e s e t w o h o s p i t a l s 
i n e v i t a b l y h a d m u c h i n c o m m o n i n t h e i r d e v e l o p m e n t a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
f o r b o t h r e c e i v e d d i r e c t i v e s f r o m t h e s a m e o f f i c i a i s o u r c e s ; t h i s w a s 
t r u e a l s o i n t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e l i b r a r l e s . 
T h e d e s i r a b i l i t y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g m e d i c a i l i b r a r l e s i n t h e t w o 
h o s p i t a l s s e e m s t o b a v e b e e n f i r s t r e c o m m e n d e d p u b l i c l y i n 1 7 9 7 b y D r . 
T h o m a s T r o t t e r , w h o w a s P h y s i c i a n o f t h e F l e e t a n d a s t r e n g c a m p a i g n e r 
f o r i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e n a v a l • h o s p i t a l s a n d m e d i c a i s e r v i c e s . H e i d e n t i -
f i e d t h e n e e d t o i m p r o v e t h e e d u c a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r n a v a l s u r g e o n s 
a n d o t h e r s , a n d a s k e d : 
" W o u l d n o t a m e d i c a l l i b r a r y b e a v a l u a b l e a p p e n d a g e 
t o t h e s e h o s p i t a l s ? " ( 1 3 8) 
I n 1 7 9 9 h e é l a b o r â t e d b i s i d e a s : 
" W e n o w w i s h t o c a l i t h e a t t e n t i o n o f m e d i c a i g e n t l e m e n 
i n t h e N a v y t o a s u b j e c t w h i c h w e b a r e l y h i n t e d a t b e f o r e -
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a P u b l i c L i b r a r y , f o r b o o k s o n M e d i c i n e , 
a n d i t s c o l l a t é r a l s c i e n c e s , a t t h e R o y a l H o s p i t a l s o f H a s l a r 
a n d P l y m o u t h . We m u s t s p e a k b e r e a s w e b a v e f e l t , f r o m 
e x p é r i e n c e . T h e n e c e s s a r y b o o k s w h i c h e v e r y p h y s i c i a n a n d 
s u r g e o n m u s t p e r u s e , i n o r d e r t h a t h i s k n o w l e d g e m a y k e e p 
p a c e w i t h t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s o f b i s p r o f e s s i o n a r e n o t o n l y 
n u m e r o u s b u t e x p e n s i v e ; a g r e a t p a r t o f t h e m a r e b e y o n d t h e 
r e a c h o f a n i n d i v i d u a l ; a n d , b e s i d e s , t h e a p a r t m e n t s a l l o t t e d 
f o r t h e s e o f f i c e r s i n a s h i p p u t i t o u t o f t h e i r p o w e r t o 
c a r r y a n y c o n s i d e r a b l e q u a n t i t y w i t h t h e m . I t m u s t b e 
o b v i o u s t h e n t o e v e r y o n e , t h a t s o m e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h i s 
k i n d i s h i g h l y p r a c t i c a b l e ; a n d w e s h a l l b r i e f l y s t a t e o u r 
p i a n ' . ' ( 1 3 9 ) 
T h e s u b s t a n c e o f b i s p l a n w a s t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d p r o v i d e a 
r o o m a t H a s l a r , £ 4 0 p e r a n n u m , a n d a c c o m m o d a t i o n f o r a l i b r a r y - k e e p e r , 
T h e p h y s i c i a n s a n d s u r g e o n s s h o u l d b a v e 5 s . t a k e n o u t o f t h e i r a n n u a l p a y 
t o p r o v i d e a b o o k f u n d , a n d t h e s e m e d i c a i p e r s o n n e l a l o n e w o u l d b e 
a l l o w e d t o u s e t h e l i b r a r y . T h e l i b r a r y s h o u l d b e o p e n d a i l y f o r e i g h t 
489. 
hours. The senior p h y s i c i a n s and surgeons would form a committee t o 
t r a n s a c t a l l the busi n e s s o f the l i b r a r y . Some p e r i o d i c a l s u b s c r i p -
t i o n s would be taken out, and no member would be allowed t o borrow any 
item f o r reading o u t s i d e the l i b r a r y . T r o t t e r o f f e r e d t o donate b i s 
own medicai books t o t h e l i b r a r y i f b i s proposai should be implemented; 
but i t was not u n t i l t h e 1820s t h a t a c t i v e steps were taken t o e s t a b l i s h 
medicai l i b r a r l e s a t the h o s p i t a l s , and t h i s came about through the 
e q u a l l y keen i n t e r e s t o f S i r W i l l i a m B u r n e t t , P h y s i c i a n - G e n e r a l from 1822 
t o 1852. 
I t appears t h a t S i r W i l l i a m Burnett had proposed a t l e a s t as 
e a r l y as 1825 t h a t l i b r a r l e s and museums should be e s t a b l i s h e d at Haslar 
and Plymouth. The docximentation at the P u b l i c Record O f f i c e i s not 
complete, but a r e f e r e n c e was found which was dated 26 September 1825 
and mentioned Plymouth H o s p i t a l ' s "Chapel Room preparad f o r L i b r a r y and 
Lec t u r a Room'.' (140) A p p a r e n t l y t h i s accommodation was not approved, and 
dela y s occurred at Plymouth. At Haslar there was more r a p i d progress, 
and a document e x i s t s at Hasl a r which d e s c r i b e s t h e d u t i e s o f Dr. S c o t t , 
the L e c t u r e r at Hasl a r H o s p i t a l who was a l s o Librarían. 
"As Librarían you w i l l bave the e x c l u s i v e care and custody 
of a l i the books and drawings i n the L i b r a r y and a l s o of 
the P h i l o s o p h i c a l Instruments and of a l i P r e p a r a t i o n s . 
Specimens, C a s t s e t c . which may be s u p p l i e d or presented t o 
the I n s t i t u t i o n : t h e books w i l l c o n s i s t o f such standard 
Works on anatomy, surgery, medicine, c h e m i s t r y , n a t u r a i 
h i s t o r y , and n a t u r a i and experimental p h i l o s o p h y as the Board 
may decide upon,and o f these you are t o form a c o r r e c t 
Catalogue, d i g e s t e d w i t h such order as t o a f f o r d t h e r e a d i e s t 
sequencé t o any given s u b j e c t , and you are from time t o time 
t o keep t h i s Catalogue completely by e n t e r i n g i n i t the t i t l e s 
o f a l i such a d d i t i o n a l Books as may be s u p p l i e d . 
You are not t o s u f f e r any of t h e Books, P r e p a r a t i o n s , 
P h i l o s o p h i c a l Instruments t o be taken from t h e Museum or 
L i b r a r y ...'.' (141) 
T h i s c a s t s some u s e f u l l i g h t upon the ex p e c t a t i o n o f t h e car e of the 
L i b r a r y and Museum, and i t i s probable t h a t s i m i l a r I n s t r u c t i o n s were 
l a t e r sent t o Plymouth, although there i s no proof o f t h i s . 
Meanwhile, a t Plymouth attempts were being made t o s o r t out 
the problem o f f i n d i n g o r e r e c t i n g suitableaccommodation. On 12 June 1827 
the Resident Commissioner of the H o s p i t a l wrote t o the Navy Board t h a t : 
" I beg t o acquaint you th a t I bave d i r e c t e d the s e v e r a l Plans 
o f the Museum, intended t o be b u i l t at t h i s H o s p i t a l , t o be 
forwarded t o your O f f i c e by t h i s evening's coach'.' (142) 
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He enclosed the r e p o r t he had j u s t r e c e i v e d from the I n s p e c t e r of 
Works; t h i s document quoted £5,532 as the c o s t of e r e c t i n g a b u i l d i n g 
f o r a L i b r a r y , Muséum, e t c . i n the Steward's Garden near the Entrance 
Gates of the H o s p i t a l . The I n s p e c t e r p o i n t e d out t h a t a b u i l d i n g had 
been converted at H a s l a r , but: 
" I f however t h a t had net been the case, I understand the 
expense of the H a s l a r establishment would bave been from 
£3,000 to £3,500. The différence between t h i s sum and t h a t 
of the Estimate now submitted, e h i e f l y a r i s e s from the 
a d d i t i o n of a L e c t u r e Room, a Room f o r D i s s e c t i o n , 
Examination, e t c . From the Muséum being c a l e u l a t e d t o 
r e c e i v e n e a r l y twiee as many cases as t h a t at H a s l a r , and 
from the n e c e s s i t y of having deep and expensive f i t t i n g s 
f o r the w a l l s i n conséquence of the nature o f the ground. 
There are a i s e i n c l u d e d i n the arrangements now proposed 
a Lodge and Bedroom f o r a P o r t e r , together w i t h a Yard, 
Shed, e t c . .. l" (143) 
The t o t a l expense of the b u i l d i n g amounted t o £4,222, and the "book 
cases, glazed cases f o r Museiim, t a b l e s e t c . i n c l u d i n g g l a s s and b r a s s -
work complète" were estimated at an a d d i t i e n a l £1,310. 
These communications are of i n t e r e s t . i n t h a t they show that 
s i m i l a r arrangements were o r i g i n a l l y intended at Haslar and Plymouth. 
However, i t appears that the expensive proposai f o r the new b u i l d i n g 
a t Plymouth was r e j e c t e d , and Dr. Burnett was e v i d e n t l y e a l l e d upon to 
look i n t o the s i t u a t i o n f u r t h e r . Copies of the l e t t e r s are m i s s i n g 
u n t i l an A d m i r a l t y O f f i c e r e p l y dated 8 November 1827 gave appreval 
t e : 
" ... the plan suggested by Dr. B u r n e t t f o r commeneing a 
MuseuA and L i b r a r y at Plymouth H o s p i t a l without i n c u r r i n g 
any expense at présent f o r e r e c t i n g a b u i l d i n g f o r t h a t 
purpose and a i s e ... h i s recommendations t h a t the 
P h y s i c i a n s and Surgeons at Haslar and Plymouth H o s p i t a l s 
should be r e q u i r e d as p a r t of t h e i r duty to g i v e one 
C l i n i c a l l e c t u r e i n the week to the A s s i s t a n t s of the 
H o s p i t a l and such other médical o f f i c e r s of the Navy as 
might be able t o a t t e n d ... provided i t i s c l e a r l y under-
stood t h a t t h i s a d d i t i o n a l duty i s performed by them 
without any a d d i t i o n a l rémunération e i t h e r p u b l i c or 
p r i v a t e V (144) 
Another delay occurred, f o r three y e a r s . Then, en 16 November 1830 
f u r t h e r plans were t r a n s m i t t e d t o the A d m i r a l t y O f f i c e o f "the two rooms 
proposed to be appropriated as a Muséum and L i b r a r y at t h i s h o s p i t a l (145) . 
I t appended a sketch p l a n whieh showèd two e q u a l - s i z e d rooms. which were 
adjacent; the L i b r a r y Room l e d e f f a colonnade, but the précise 
l o c a t i o n on the s i t e was not i n d i c a t e d , nor the s c a l e of the p l a n . 
The l e t t e r of 16 November was endorsed on 11 February 1831 w i t h 
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a n o t e b y S l r W i l l i a m B u r n e t t t b a t t b e B o a r d a p p r o v e d a n d d i r e c t e d t b e 
I n s p e c t o r o f W o r k s t o p r e p a r e t b i s p i a n a n d t o s t u d y e c o n o m y s o a s t o 
k e e p d o w n t b e e s t i m a t e s a s l o w a s p o s s i b l e . A n o t b e r l e t t e r f r o m t b e 
A d m i r a l t y O f f i c e , d a t e d 6 N o v e m b e r 1 8 3 1 , f o l l o w e d t b e i r c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
o f D r . B u r n e t t ' s r e p o r t o n h i s a n n u a l i n s p e c t i o n a t P l y m o u t h . 
" . . . I a m c o m m a n d e d b y t h e i r L o r d s h i p s t o a c q u a i n t y o u 
t h a t t h e y a p p r o v a o f t h e D o c t o r ' s s u g g e s t i o n a s t o c o m m e n c i n g 
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a L i b r a r y a n d M u s e u m a t P l y m o u t h H o s p i t a l , 
b u t t h e y d o n o t a s s e n t t o h i s p r o p o s a i f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f a B o t a n i c a l G a r d e n ' . ' ( 1 4 6 ) 
T h a t l e t t e r w a s e n d o r s e d : 
" T h e B o a r d r e q u e s t s t h e M e d i c a i M e m b e r s t o s t a t e t h e i r 
o p i n i o n a s t o t h e m o d e i n w h i c h t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a 
L i b r a r y a n d M u s e u m s h o u l d b e c o m m e n c e d a t P l y m o u t h ' . ' 
I t i s n o t c l e a r w h y y e t a n o t h e r r e q u e s t f o r p e r m i s s i o n t o g o a b e a d w a s 
r e q u i r e d , b u t o n c e a g a i n , o n 2 8 N o v e m b e r 1 8 3 2 , S i r W i l l i a m B u r n e t t 
t o o k u p t h e m a t t e r : 
" T h e L i b r a r y a n d M u s e u m a t H a s l a r , h a v i n g a t t a i n e d a f o o t i n g 
a t o n c e b e n e f i c i a i t o t h e S e r v i c e , a n d I m a y a d d c r e d i t a b l e 
t o t h e C o u n t r y , i t b e c o m e s m y d u t y t o s o l i c i t t h e i r L o r d s h i p s 
p e r m i s s i o n t o e x t e n d t h e b e n e f i t s o f t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s t o t h e 
H o s p i t a l a t P l y m o u t h , a n d w h i c h h a d b e e n o r d e r e d b y t h e l a t e 
B o a r d o f A d m i r a l t y . T h e r e a r e t w o r o o m s i n t h e c e n t r e 
b u i l d i n g o f t h e H o s p i t a l w h i c h a r e w e l l a d a p t a d f o r t h e p u r p o s e , 
> a n d . a p i a n f o r f i t t i n g t h e m w a s m a d e b y M r . A d a m s I n s p e c t o r 
w h i c h a p p e a r e d w e l l c a l c u l a t e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e . I b a v e n o t 
h o w e v e r b e e n a b l e a s y e t t o f i n d i t a m o n g s t t h e p a p e r s o f t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t , . . . - s h o u l d t h e i r L o r d s h i p s s e e f i t t o a g r e e t o t h e 
m e a s u r e , I w o u l d b e g t o s u g g e s t t h a t i t w i l l b e n e c e s s a r y t o 
a l l o w a s m a l l s iom t o l a y t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e L i b r a r y , a n d 
a l s o a s m a l l y e a r l y s u m t o k e e p i t s u p p l i e d w i t h b o o k s ' . ' ( 1 4 7 ) 
H e r e p o r t e d f u r t h e r t h a t H a s l a r h a d o r i g i n a l l y r e c e i v e d E 4 0 0 f o r t h e 
i n i t i a l s t o c k o f b o o k s , a n d E 1 5 0 p e r a n n u m t o m a i n t a i n i t ; b u t t h e a n n u a l 
a l l o w a n c e h a d n e v e r b e e n s p e n t c o m p l e t e l y , a n d a f t e r s e v e n y e a r s o f 
o p e r a t i o n t h e L i b r a r y w a s o v e r E 5 0 0 i n c r e d i t . T h e r e f o r e , h e s u g g e s t e d , 
P l y m o u t h s h o u l d b e a l l o w e d a n i n i t i a l E 2 0 0 t o e s t a b l i s h t h e L i b r a r y a n d 
a f t e r t h a t E 2 0 0 p e r a n n u m s h o u l d b e s u f f i c i e n t t o c o v e r t h e t o t a l 
e x p e n d i t u r e o f b o t h l i b r a r l e s . E v i d e n t l y t h e M u s e u m a t H a s l a r h a d c o s t 
o n l y " a v e r y t r i f l i n g n a t u r e " b e c a u s e i t w a s w e l l s u p p l i e d b y s p e c i m e n s 
o f n a t u r a i h i s t o r y b y m e d i c a i o f f i c e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f S i r W i l l i a m . I n 
c o n c l u s i ó n t o t h i s l e n g t h y r e p o r t , h e c o m m e n t e d : 
" T h o u g h i t w i l l n o d o u b t r e q u i r e a l i t t l e t i m e t o p r e p a r e 
t h e R o o m s , s t i l i I t h i n k t h e p e r i o d m a y b e a d v a n t a g e o u s l y 
e m p l o y e d i n p r o c u r i n g t b e B o o k s , . . , ' . ' ( 1 4 8 ) 
A t l a s t p r a c t i c a l s t e p s w e r e t a k e n t o f o u n d t h e P l y m o u t h H o s p i t a l 
L i b r a r y a n d M u s e u m . T h e W a v y estimates 1833-4 c o n t a i n p r o v i s i o n f o r 
492. 
£700 t o f i t up t h e two rooms as a Museum and L i b r a r y and t o b u i l d a 
P o r t e r ' s Lodge (apparéntly not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e Museum and L i b r a r y ) ; 
E200 f o r the purchase of books t o form the foundation c o l l e c t i o n of the 
L i b r a r y ; and ElOO f o r the annual o u t l a y on books and specimens. In 
th e next f i n a n e i a l year Plymouth and Hasl a r were each a l l o c a t e d ElOO 
p.a., but from 1835-6 onwards t h e t o t a l a l l o c a t i o n o f ElOO had t o cover 
t h e i r j o i n t expenditure (149). 
On 21 October 1833 S i r W i l l i a m was a b l e t o r e p o r t t h a t t h e 
formation of the L i b r a r y and Museum were proceeding (150) , and presumably 
matters went forward t o b i s s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r t h e L i b r a r y i s not mentioned 
again i n b i s annual r e p o r t s u n t i l December. 1840. 
"The L i b r a r y i n t h i s H o s p i t a l i s now v e r y r e s p e c t a b l e but 
the Museum as regards anatomical and p a t h o l o g i c a l 
préparations does not proceed so w e l l as I c o u l d wish (151) 
The f o l l o w i n g year he a t t r i b u t e d the l a c k o f progress i n t h e Museum t o 
. the l a c k of a s s i s t a n c e , and recommended the appointment o f a f u l l t i m e 
f i r s t - c l a s s l a b o u r e r , t o work under the d i r e c t i o n o f the Surgeon, who 
was a p p a r e n t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the Museum. No f u l l t i m e L e c t u r e r had 
been appointed a t Plymouth d e s p i t e t h e précèdent a t H a s l a r , and the 
development of the L i b r a r y and Museum seem t o bave depended v e r y g r e a t l y 
upon the P h y s i c i a n and the Surgeon r e s p e c t i v e l y , who appear t o bave had 
these e x t r a d u t i e s placed upon them without any e x t r a s a l a r y . Perhaps 
no appointment was made t o a s s i s t t h e Surgeon and t h i s might account f o r 
the f a c t t h a t no Museum ever r e a l l y emerged at Plymouth. The L i b r a r y , 
on t h e o t h e r band, grew r a p i d l y , and much of i t s success must bave been 
a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e P h y s i c i a n , Dr. David Dickson, who was appointed i n 
1824 t o the Plymouth H o s p i t a l and remained t h e r e u n t i l h i s r e t i r e m e n t 
i n 1847 (152). 
The s u r v i v i n g l i b r a r y books themselves bear w i t n e s s t o the 
r a p i d b u i l d up o f a stock n u c l e u s i n 1833, 1834 and 1835, f o r 93 works 
(190 volumes) bear the ownership stamp which was used e x c l u s i v e l y i n 
t h a t p e r i o d . The m a j o r i t y were almost c e r t a i n l y a c q u i r e d by purchase, 
f o r t h e y were v e r y récent p u b l i c a t i o n s ; a few e a r l i e r p u b l i c a t i o n s seem 
t o bave been given by Dr. Dickson, who at t h i s t i m e was k n i g h t e d and 
bacarne S i r David. The s u b j e c t scope of the s u r v i v i n g 93 works and 
t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n was, i n descending o r d e r : 60 medicine, 9 chemistry, 
9 geology, 8 botany and zoology, 3 general s c i e n c e ( i n c l u d i n g t h e abridged 
Philosophical transactions of the Royal Society), one set o f e n c y c l o -
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p a e d i a s , o n e F r e n c h d i c t i o n a r y , o n e w o r k o n w i n e , a n d o n e o n t r a v e l . 
A n e a r l y l e t t e r b o o k o f t h e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t P h y s i c i a n o f t h e 
H o s p i t a l h a s s u r v i v e d , c o v e r i n g t h e p e r i o d 2 M a r c h 1839 t o 18 J u n e 1847. 
I t c o n t a i n s a f e w r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e L i b r a r y w h i c h c a s t c o n s i d e r a b l e 
l i g h t o n t h e w a y i n w h i c h t h e s t o c k w a s a c q u i r e d (153). F i r s t , t h e 
r e q u i s i t i o n w a s f o r w a r d e d , o f t e n t w i c e p e r a n n u m a n d u s u a l l y i n M a r c h 
a n d S e p t e m b e r . T h e f i r s t s u j r v i v i n g l e t t e r i s t y p i c a l o f t h e l a t e r o n e s . 
" R o y a l H o s p i t a l 
P l y m o u t h 18 M a r c h 1839 
S i r , 
W e h a v e t h e h o n o r ( s i c ) t o e n c l o s e f o r y o u r 
a p p r o v a l a L i s t o f B o o k s f o r t h e L i b r a r y 
a t t h i s H o s p i t a l w h i c h t h o u g h s h o r t , 
w i l l w e p r e s u m e e x c e e d i n v a l u e t h e r e m a i n d e r 
o f t h e a n n u a l s u m t o b e e x p e n d e d f o r t h i s P u r p o s e 
d u r i n g t h e c u r r e n t y e a r a n d t o m e e t w h i c h t h e r e ­
f o r e s u c h m a y b e r e a d i l y s e l e c t e d a s w i l l m a k e 
u p t h e r e q u i r e d a m o u n t . 
D a v i d J . H . D i c k s o n , P h y s i c i a n 
R o b e r t A r m s t r o n g , S u r g e o n ' . ' 
T h i s l e t t e r i s e x c e p t i o n a l i n t h a t a c o p y o f t h e l i s t o f b o o k s w a s 
a c t u a l l y a p p e n d e d : 
" R e p o r t o f t h e 7th m e e t i n g o f t h e B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n 
C o p l a n d s D i c t i o n a r y o f P r a c t i c a l M e d i c i n e p a r t 6th 
C r a i g i e s P r a c t i c e o f P h y s i c v o l 2nd 
P a r k e r o n M o r b i d S t a t e s o f t h e S t o m a c h 
N i c h e l ' s A r c h i t e c t u r e o f t h e H e a v e n s 
W i l l i s o n U r i n a r y D i s e a s e s 
E v a n s o n E n d e m i c F e v e r s o f t h e W e s t I n d i e s 
F u r n i v á l o n C o n s u m p t i v e D i s o r d e r s 
F a r r ' s M e d i c a l A l m a n a c f o r 1839 
B r i g h a m o n t h e I n f l u e n c e o f R e l i g i o n o n H e a l t h & P h y s i c a l 
W e l f a r e 
R o w l a n d o n N e u r a l g i a 
T r a i l l s P h y s i c a l G e o g r a p h y 
T r a n s a c t i o n s o f t h e G e o g r a p h i c a l S o c i e t y 
T h o m s o n s C h e m i s t r y o f O r g a n i c B o d i e s 
P r o f e s s o r P o w e l ' s C o n n e x i o n b e t w e e n N a t u r a l a n d r e v e a l e d T r u t h 
G r a n v i l l o n C o u n t e r I r r i t a t i o n 
C a r p e n t e r s P r i n c i p l e s o f G e n e r a l a n d C o m p a r a t i v e P h y s i o l o g y ' . ' 
A s t h e L i b r a r y c o u l d b e u s e d n o t o n l y b y t h e H o s p i t a l ' s m e d i c a l s t a f f 
a l s o 
b u t / b y m e d i c a l o f f i c e r s f r o m s h i p s o f t h e R o y a l N a v y w h i c h h a p p e n e d t o 
b e i n p o r t , i t w a s i m p o r t a n t t o b u i l d u p a c o n s i d e r a b l e c o l l e c t i o n o f 
m e d i c a l g e o g r a p h y w o r k s , a n d t h i s e x p l a i n s t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l i t e m s i n 
t h e a b o v e l i s t . O t h e r w i s e , t h e r e q u e s t s s e e m t o h a v e b e e n w h a t m i g h t 
b e e x p e c t e d . R e q u i s i t i o n s w e r e n o r m a l l y a c k n o w l e d g e d p r o m p t l y , t h e 
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above r e q u i s i t i o n o f 18 Marcb being answered as f o l l o w s on 26 Marcb: 
"Dept. of tbe Pbys. Gen. of tbe Navy 
Admy 26tb. Marcb 1839 
S i r 
I b e r e w i t b t r a n s m i t an Invoice o f Books, a l s o sent 
h e r e w i t b , f o r the s e r v i c e o f the L i b r a r y at Plymouth 
H o s p i t a l ; and I request you w i l l cause the usual 
c e r t i f i c a t e o f the S t a t e of the Books, t o be made 
on t h e s a i d I n v o i c e and then r e t u r n i t t o me. 
W. Burnett 
P.S. The books w i l l be sent i n two parcels'.' 
The r e c e i p t o f t h e books was f i r s t acknowledged by the Resident 
Commissioner at the H o s p i t a l - "The Medical O f f i c e r w i l l a c c o r d i n g l y 
examine the Books and a t t a c h t he r e q u i s i t e C e r t i f i c a t e t o the Inv o i c e " -
and l a t e r by t h e P h y s i c i a n and Surgeon: 
"R.N. H o s p i t a l 28 March 
These a r e t o c e r t i f y t h a t we have examined the Books 
comprised i n the above I n v o i c e , which appear t o be 
complete and i n good order'.' 
In many cases t h e o n l y r e f e r e n c e s i n such l e t t e r s t o s p e c i f i c works 
occurred o n l y because a page by page and p l a t e by p l a t e check had 
revealed some d e f e c t , o r the wrong item had been s u p p l i e d . 
The problem of keeping w i t h i n the bookfund (presumably a 
s t r a i g h t £50 : £50 s p l i t between Haslar and Plymouth H o s p i t a l s ) was a 
perpetual one, because o f the l a c k of l o c a l i n f o r m a t i o n about current 
book p r i c e s . One l e t t e r dated 26 J u l y 1840 e x p l a i n e d t h i s d i f f i c u l t y 
as being t he reason why the r e q u i s i t i o n : 
"... may have exceeded the a n t i c i p a t e d amount: but i t can 
r e a d i l y be diminished by the omission o f such as you may 
t h i n k f i t t o expunge and e s p e c i a l l y o f some o f the most 
expensive works by which i t would be c o n s i d e r a b l y reduced, 
such as Cooper on the Breast, F a r r on the L i v e r , G r a n v i l l e , 
Hawkins, T y r e l l , Westwood, e t c . Many of the other books 
i n s e r t e d being i n c o n t i n u a t i o n o f those a l r e a d y i n t h i s 
L i b r a r y they n e c e s s a r i l y s w e l l t h e l i s t much as i t would be 
d e s i r a b l e t o have a l l such p a r t s as have been p u b l i s h e d 
s i n c e our l a s t requisition'.' 
The value of the books s u p p l i e d on the r e q u i s i t i o n s does not seem t o 
have exceeded t h e i r a l l o c a t i o n , whether by a c c i d e n t or des i g n ; examples 
of i n v o i c e t o t a l s are sometimes included i n t h e correspondence, such 
as £16.10.6 i n September 1841; on 9 March 1842 the A d m i r a l t y requested 
a r e q u i s i t i o n " t o the amount of Ten Pounds"; the b i l l i n December 1842 
was £18.13.6; and on 28 March 184 5 the l a r g e sum of £40.1.3. The books 
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w e r e s u p p l i e d t o t h e A d m i r a l t y O f f i c e b y A . V a r n b a m , w b o s e e m s t o b a v e 
b e e n A r t h u r V a m h a m , a L o n d o n s t a t i o n e r w b o a p p e a r s i n L o n d o n 
c o m m e r c i a l d i r e c t o r i e s b e t w e e n 1835 a n d 1858, a n d w h o s e f i r m c o n t i n u e d 
a s V a r n b a m & C o . f r o m 1859 t o 1870 (154). T h e r a p i d i t y o f t h e s u p p l y 
o f b o o k s f r o m L o n d o n t o P l y m o u t h i s q u i t e r e m a r k a b l e . ; t h e e x a m p l e q u o t e d 
a b o v e , i n w h i c h t h e o r d e r w a s 18 M a r c h a n d t h e b o o k s w e r e d e s p a t c h e d 
o n 26 M a r c h a n d r e c e i v e d a n d c e r t i f i e d o n 28 M a r c h , i s n o t e x c e p t i o n a l . 
D i f f é r e n t m e t h o d s o f t r a n s p o r t w e r e u s e d t o s e n d t h e b o o k s t o P l y m o u t h , 
p r o b a b l y d e p e n d i n g a t l e a s t i n p a r t o n t h e s i z e o f t h e c o n s i g n m e n t . 
L a r g e c o n s i g n m e n t s w e r e s h i p p e d f r o m D e p t f o r d , s m a l l c o n s i g n m e n t s b y 
m a i l c o a c h , u n t i l t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e r a i l w a y i n t o t h e S o u t h w e s t . 
D e s p i t e s u c h a r a p i d t r a n s m i s s i o n o f l i b r a r y m a t e r i a l s , t h e r e w e r e 
d i s a d v a n t a g e s i n p e r i o d i c a l s b e i n g f o r w a r d e d f r o m L o n d o n , a n d f r o m 1845 
a r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e m a d e t o p u r c h a s e a t l e a s t s o m e o f t h e m l o c a l l y . T h e 
A d m i r a l t y i n a l e t t e r d a t e d 6 J u n e 1845 i n v i t e d t h e P h y s i c i e n t o f o r w a r d 
d é t a i l s o f p e r i o d i c a l s w h i c h m i g h t b e b e t t e r s u p p l i e d l o c a l l y , a n d i n 
t h e r e p l y , d a t e d 13 J u n e 184 5, i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e S t o n e h o u s e b o o k s e l l e r 
M r . e o l e w a s a l r e a d y s u p p l y i n g s o m e q u a r t e r l y a n d m o n t h l y j o u r n a l s , a n d 
h e n o w o f f e r e d t o s u p p l y b o o k c o n t i n u a t i o n s r e g u l a r l y , a n d p a r t s o f t h e 
Lancet a t r e d u c e d p r i c e s . 
T h e L i b r a r y e x p e r i e n c e d h e a l t h y g r o w t h t h r o u g h r e g u l a r 
p u r c h a s e s s u p p l e m e n t e d b y o c c a s i o n a l d o n a t i o n s , s u c h a s a 21 v o l u m e 
Dictionnaire deMedicine w h i c h h a d b e e n p r é s e n t e d t o t h e P h y s i c i a n -
G e n e r a l ' s D e p a r t m e n t i n 1844, a n d w o r k s w e r e p r e s e n t e d b y a u t h o r s s u c h 
a s B e a u f o y , S i r G i l b e r t B l a n e , G . J . G u t h r i e , a s w e l l a s o c c a s i o n a l 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s o f f i c i a i p u b l i c a t i o n s . A i l o f t h è s e e a r l y d o n a t i o n s 
w e r e o v e r s h a d o w e d b y t h e t w o l a r g e g r o u p s o f a d d i t i o n s m a d e a s t h e 
r e s u i t o f b e q u e s t s b y D r . R o b e r t M c K l n n a l a n d D r . L é o n a r d G i l l e s p i e 
o f t h e i r l i b r a r i e s t o S i r W i l l i a m B u r n e t t i n t r u s t f o r t h e L i b r a r i e s 
o f H a s l a r a n d P l y m o u t h H o s p i t a l s . 
9.4.3 T h e b e q u e s t o f D r . R o b e r t M c K l n n a l , R . N . 
T h e M é d i c a l L i b r a r y a t P l y m o u t h H o s p i t a l c o n t a i n s 70 w o r k s 
p l u s f i v e v o l u m e s o f M . D . t h è s e s , a i l b e a r i n g a s p é c i a l l a b e l s t a t i n g 
t h a t " T h i s w o r k f o r m s p a r t o f a b o u t 600, b e q u e a t h e d b y t h e l a t e D r . 
R o b e r t M c K l n n a l , S u r g e o n R . N . " ( F i g . 40 ) . T h i s i s o n l y a p a r t o f 
t h e b e q u e s t , f o r b i s b o o k s w e r e d i v i d e d b e t w e e n P l y m o u t h a n d H a s l a r / 
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a n d s o , i n o r d e r t o leam s o m e t h i n g a b o u t D r . M c K i n n a l f r o m bis 
p e r s o n a l l i b r a r y i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t o t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t b e H a s l a r 
b o o k s . A V i s i t t o H a s l a r L i b r a r y a n d a v o l u m e - b y - v o l u m e c b e c k o f i t s 
Contents r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e H a s l a r L i b r a r y c o n t a i n s 112 w o r k s a n d t h r e e 
v o l u m e s o f M . D . t h è s e s . I f t h e s e s u r v i v i n g w o r k s a r e t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 
i n d i v i d u a i i t e m s , i t i s p o s s i b l e t o a c c o u n t f o r a b o u t 500 o f t h e 600 
i t e m s w h i c h M c K i n n a l l e f t i n a n u n b o u n d s t a t e o n b i s d e a t h i n 1838; t h i s 
i s a c o m p a r a t i v e l y h i g h p e r c e n t a g e , a b o u t 80% o f b i s p e r s o n a l l i b r a r y , 
s o i t c a n b e e x p e c t e d t o r e v e a l s o m e t h i n g a b o u t t h e t a s t e s a n d i n t e r e s t s 
o f i t s f o r m e r o w n e r . . 
T h e a c t u a l n u m b e r o f w o r k s w h i c h s u r v i v e i s 182, e x c l u d i n g 
t h e t h è s e s . T h e s e w e r e e x a m i n e d f r o m t h e a s p e c t o f d a t e , s u b j e c t 
a n d l a n g u a g e . T h e d a t e a n a l y s i s s h o w e d t h a t M c K i n n a l h a d s o m e t h i n g 
o f a n a n t i q u a r i a n t a s t e , w i t h t h r e e s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y i t e m s , a n d a 
t o t a l o f a b o u t o n e s i x t h o f t h e s u r v i v i n g v o l u m e s b e i n g p r e - 1 7 50. 
L e s s t h a n o n e h a l f w e r e m e d i c a i w o r k s . O n e t h i r d c o n s i s t e d o f l i t e r a t u r e , 
m a i n l y c l a s s i c s a n d F r e n c h l i t e r a t u r e . L e s s t h a n o n e s i x t h w e r e o n 
s c i e n c e , a n d t h e r e w e r e a f e w w o r k s o n r e l i g i o n a n d p h i l o s o p h y a n d 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s s u b j e c t s . A p a r t i c u l a r f e a t u r e i s t h a t l e s s t h a n 25% o f 
t h e - w o r k s w e r e i n E n g l i s h . M c K i n n a l a p p e a r s t o b a v e b e e n s o m e t h i n g o f 
a l i n g u i s t , w i t h a t l e a s t a f l u e n t r e a d i n g a b i l i t y i n f i v e l a n g u a g e s . 
T h e m a i n s u r p r i s e w a s t o f i n d t h a t 70 w o r k s , 3 8 % , w e r e i n F r e n c h ; t h e 
53 i n L a t i n w e r e n o t u n u s u a l ; t h e r e w e r e f i v e G r e e k a n d L a t i n t e x t s ; 
e i g h t I t a l i a n w o r k s , a n d t h r e e G e r m a n w o r k s . H i s l i b r a r y s u g g e s t s 
t h a t D r . M c K i n n a l ' w a s a m a n o f s o m e s c h o l a r s h i p , w i t h a s t r e n g t a s t e 
f o r m o d e r n l i t e r a t u r e a s w e l l a s t h e s u b j e c t i n t e r e s t s i n m e d i c i n e a n d 
a l l i e d s c i e n c e s w h i c h m i g h t b e e x p e c t e d o f a n a v a l s u r g e o n . W b o w a s 
h e ? 
B i o g r a p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n o n D r . M c K i n n a l i s s p a r s e . H e 
d o e s n o t a p p e a r t o b a v e b e e n a p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l - k n o w n n a v a l s u r g e o n , 
a n d h e n e v e r a c h i e v e d s e n i o r i t y a s a p b y s i c i a n . M o s t o f t h e I n f o r m a t i o n 
w h i c h f o l l o w s b a s b e e n c u l l e d f r o m h i s s e r v i c e r e c o r d (155). H e w a s 
b o r n i n a b o u t 1789 (156), b u t t h e f i r s t d e f i n i t e t r a c e o f b i m w a s h i s 
a p p o i n t m e n t i n 1810 a s a n A s s i s t a n t S u r g e o n t o Scipion, i n w h i c h h e 
s a w s e r v i c e i n t h e E a s t I n d i e s a n d t h e M é d i t e r r a n é e n ; h e a c h i e v e d h i s 
s e n i o r i t y i n A u g u s t 1815 a n d w a s a p p o i n t e d t o Harpy, w h i c h w a s p a i d o f f 
i n M a r c h 1816, l e a v i n g h i m o n h a l f p a y . I t s e e m s t h a t h e t h e n w e n t t o 
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Edinburgh U n i v e r s i t y t o study f o r h i s M.D., which he r e c e i v e d i n 1818. 
The course at the U n i v e r s i t y covered the medical subjects and r e l a t e d 
s u b j e c t s which are w e l l represented i n McKinnal's l i b r a r y , and he 
e v i d e n t l y c o l l e c t e d a n\imber of h i s books at t h a t period as textbooks 
i n anatomy and surgery, c h e m i s t r y , botany, materia medica and pharmacy, 
t h e t h e o r y and p r a c t i c e of medicine, and c l i n i c a l medicine. There was 
a s e r i e s o f o r a l and w r i t t e n examinations, a l l conducted i n L a t i n , and 
t h e Aphorisms of Hippocrates were p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n g l e d out f o r a t t e n t i o n ; 
t h i s e x p l a i n s o l d e r e d i t i o n s o f Hippocrates i n h i s l i b r a r y , and t h e 
c l a s s i c s which were e s s e n t i a l steps i n g a i n i n g f l u e n c y i n L a t i n . A 
t h e s i s had t o be w r i t t e n , and McKinnal's subject was De dysenteria 
Indiae O r i e n t a l i s , i n which he drew from h i s Java experience. I t seems 
as though he made good personal r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h h i s f e l l o w classmates, 
f o r i n h i s l i b r a r y are the t h e s e s of no l e s s than 84 of the 103 Edinburgh 
U n i v e r s i t y medical graduates o f 1818 (157). Most of them were endorsed 
w i t h the author's compliments t o Dr. McKinnal. 
For a w h i l e , a l l t r a c k of McKinnal's whereabouts i s l o s t , but 
he e v i d e n t l y spent some time i n P a r i s , f o r the i n s c r i p t i o n i n one of 
h i s books, Chenier's Tableau hiistorigue, shows t h a t i t was given t o 
him i n P a r i s on 2 January 1822 by Dr. Leonard G i l l e s p i e . McKinnal's 
l i b r a r y c o n t a i n s so many works p u b l i s h e d i n P a r i s i n the 1820s t h a t i t 
seems l i k e l y t h a t he l i v e d (and presumably worked) there f o r a few years. 
On h i s s e r v i c e r e c o r d i s a d e f i n i t e r e f e r e n c e t o the f a c t t h a t on 13 
September 1826 he reported t h a t he had returned from P a r i s and was 
ready f o r a c t i v e 'service. S h o r t l y afterwards he was' appointed t o the 
S y b i l l e , on which he remained u n t i l 24 May 1830, s t a t i o n e d f o r most o f 
t h e time on the west coast of A f r i c a , where the crew s u f f e r e d e x c e p t i o n a l l y 
badly from epidemics of y e l l o w f e v e r . I t was at t h i s time t h a t an 
A s s i s t a n t Surgeon gave an eyewitness account of an i n c i d e n t i n which he 
s a i d o f McKinnal: "A more d e l i b e r a t e a ct of c o o l moral courage can h a r d l y 
be conceived; ...'.' (158) The s h i p was f o r c e d t o q u i t her s t a t i o n before 
her time of commission had e x p i r e d , and on 24 May 1830 McKinnal was 
again p a i d o f f , and went on h a l f - p a y . At no time does he appear t o have 
had any f i n a n c i a l resources o t h e r than h i s earnings, and i t seems l i k e l y 
t h a t h i s book purchases were c a r e f u l l y chosen t o g i v e him p l e a s u r e 
e s p e c i a l l y when at sea f o r l o n g p e r i o d s . T h i s probably e x p l a i n s the 
l i t e r a t u r e and the s e v e r a l languages. 
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I t w a s a f t e r c o m p l e t i n g h i s l a s t v o y a g e t h a t M c K i n n a l b e c a m e 
i l l a n d b y 1831 w a s u n f i t f o r a c t i v e s e r v i c e . H e r e m a i n e d i n B a y s w a t e r 
w h e r e h e w a s v i s i t e d i n 1832 b y D r . G i l l e s p i e , w h o t h e n g a v e h i m a c o p y 
o f B e n n e t ' s Tabidorum theatrum. B y 1836 h e w a s b o a r d i n g w i t h a k i n d l y 
l a n d l a d y w h o n u r s e d h i m u n t i l h i s d e a t h f r o m c o n s u m p t i o n o n 28 S e p t e m b e r 
1838, a g e d 49 y e a r s . H e w a s u n m a r r i e d , a n d p e r h a p s s o m e t h i n g o f a 
s o l i t a r y , w h o e v i d e n t l y c a r e d d e e p l y a b o u l ^ h e N a v y . I t i s n o t k n o w n 
w h e t h e r h e a n d D r . G i l l e s p i e i n f l u e n c e d e a c h o t h e r i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
b e q u e s t s , b u t i t s e e m s q u i t e l i k e l y . M c K i n n a l ' s i n s t r u c t i o n a b o u t 
h i s b o o k s w a s v e r y e x p l i c i t : 
" I g i v e a n d b e q u e a t h u n t o S i r W i l l i a m B u r n e t t , P h y s i c i a n 
G e n e r a l o f t h e N a v y , t h e w h o l e o f m y b o o k s o n M e d i c i n e 
o n t h e S c i e n c e s c o n n e c t e d w i t h i t a n d o n N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
a s w e l l a s a l l o t h e r b o o k s w h a t e v e r w h i c h m a y b e l o n g t o 
m e a t t h e t i m e o f m y d e c e a s e f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f 
a u g m e n t i n g t h e l i b r a r i e s o f t h e R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l s o f 
H a s l a r a n d P l y m o u t h o r t h e l i b r a r y o f e i t h e r o f t h e 
h o s p i t a l s e x c l u s i v e l y a t h i s d i s c r e t i o n a n d I b e g t h a t 
S i r W i l l i a m B u r n e t t w i l l b e p l e a s e d t o c a u s e t h e s e b o o k s 
t o b e d i s t r i b u t e d o r b e s t o w e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e a b o v e 
m e n t i o n e d i n s u c h a m a n n e r a s i n h i s o p i n i o n w i l l b e t h e 
m o s t c o n d u c i v e t o t h e g o o d o f H i s M a j e s t y ' s S e r v i c e ' . ' (159) 
S i r W i l l i a m B u r n e t t r e p o r t e d t h e b e q u e s t t o t h e B o a r d o f A d m i r a l t y o n 
6 F e b r u a r y 1839. H e d e s c r i b e d i t a s : 
" . . . i n g e n e r a l v a l u a b l e . . . b u t a s m a n y o f t h e m a r e \ i n b o u n d 
a n d t h e s u m a t p r e s e n t i n a d e q u a t e e v e n f o r t h e g e n e r a l s e r v i c e 
o f t h e M u s e u m I h o p e t h e i r L o r d s h i p s w i l l b e p l e a s e d t o a d d 
£10O t o t h e p r e s e n t s u m a s k e d f o r t h e s e v a l u a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s ' . ' (160) 
I t i s e v i d e n t f r o m t h e c o n t e x t t h a t i n r e f e r r i n g t o " M u s e u m " B u r n e t t 
a c t u a l l y m e a n t t h e L i b r a r y b o o k f u n d , a n d p r o b a b l y t h e w o r d " M u s e u m " 
w a s i n t e n d e d t o s i g n i f y t h e c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e r v i c e . T h e i r L o r d s h i p s 
a g r e e d t o t h e e x t r a e x p e n d i t u r e , a n d t h e b o o k s w e r e b o u n d . A l i s t o f 
t h e b o o k s w a s s e n t t o t h e P l y m o u t h H o s p i t a l w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s t h a t a 
c r o s s s h o u l d b e p l a c e d a g a i n s t t h e w o r k s a l r e a d y i n t h e L i b r a r y a n d 
r e t u r n e d t o t h e A d m i r a l t y . T h e d i v i s i o n o f b o o k s b e t w e e n H a s l a r a n d 
P l y m o u t h t h e n t o o k p l a c e , a n d o n 5 O c t o b e r 1839 t h r e e b o x e s o f M c K i n n a l 
b o o k s w e r e s e n t t o D e p t f o r d t o b e f o r w a r d e d t o P l y m o u t h , w h e r e t h e y 
a r r i v e d a n d w e r e r e c e i p t e d o n 2 N o v e m b e r 1839 (161) . 
9.4.4 T h e b e q u e s t o f D r . L e o n a r d G i l l e s p i e R.N. 
T h e n a m e o f L e o n a r d G i l l e s p i e i s k n o w n t o h i s t o r i a n s a n d 
n a v a l h i s t o r i a n s b e c a u s e o f t h e s u r v i v a l o f h i s l e t t e r s d e s c r i b i n g h i s 
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l i f e w i t h Nelson on board H.M.S. Victory. H i s biography has been 
w r i t t e n by K e e v i l and o t h e r s (162), but one aspect o f Dr. G i l l e s p i e 
has remained v i r t u a l l y unstudied, and t h a t i s h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
e a r l y development of the naval h o s p i t a l medical l i b r a r i e s at Plymouth 
and H a s l a r by the bequest o f h i s medical books f o r t h e i r use. 
G i l l e s p i e was born i n Armagh i n 1758, app r e n t i c e d t o a 
doctor i n 1772, and passed f o r Second Mate on a naval s h i p i n 1777. 
A f t e r s e r v i n g on the VJest A f r i c a n Coast, West I n d i e s , and New York, he 
became Surgeon a t St, L u c i a and then Antigua. In 1784 he studi e d i n 
P a r i s f o r s e v e r a l months, the f i r s t o f s e v e r a l v i s i t s . In 1795 He 
r e c e i v e d an M.D. at St. Andrews, and i n 1796 was appointed t o M a r t i n i q u e . 
On August 1804 he r e c e i v e d h i s s e n i o r i t y as P h y s i c i a n o f the Mediterranean 
F l e e t , s a i l i n g w i t h Lord Nelson on the Victory. In 1305 he r e t i r e d from 
a c t i v e s e r v i c e i n the Navy, and was on h a l f - p a y from 1809 but never 
r e c a l l e d . He s e t t l e d i n P a r i s , and d i e d t h e r e i n 1842. 
In 178 5 G i l l e s p i e began a s e r i e s of d i a r i e s , some of which have 
su r v i v e d (163). They i n c l u d e frequent r e f e r e n c e s t o h i s c u r r e n t reading 
and o c c a s i o n a l r e f e r e n c e s t o thè purchase o f books and j o u r n a l s , 
i n c l u d i n g some from secondhand catalogues. In the e a r l y days of h i s 
career he c o u l d not a f f o r d t o buy many books, but by about 1800 he had 
become v e r y wealthy and cou l d a f f o r d t o indulge h i s t a s t e f o r books, 
b u i l d i n g up a c o n s i d e r a b l e c o l l e c t i o n . 
As e a r i y as 1802 he intended t o bequeath h i s books t o b e n e f i t 
the n a v a l medical s e r v i c e . In h i s d i a r y e n t r y dated 4 October 1802 he 
wrote t h a t he had made h i s W i l l , l e a v i n g " a l l my books f o r the e s t a b l i s h -
ment o f a l i b r a r y f o r n a v a l surgeons at Portsmouth'.' A p p a r e n t l y he must 
have changed h i s mind l a t e r , perhaps hoping t h a t h i s son would wish t o 
take up t h e medical p r o f e s s i o n and a p p r e c i a t e h i s f a t h e r ' s books; but 
many years l a t e r he returned t o h i s o r i g i n a l i d e a , f o r S i r W i l l i a m 
Burnett r e p o r t e d t o the Lords o f the A d m i r a l t y on 31 December 1839 t h a t : 
"In consequence o f the p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n given t o the legacy 
of books from Dr. McKinnal, Dr. Leonard G i l l e s p i e has t o l d 
me t h a t he w i l l add a c o d i c i l t o h i s W i l l , l e a v i n g h i s L i b r a r y 
t o me i n t r u s t f o r the L i b r a r i e s o f Haslar and Plymouth'.' (154) 
In a new W i l l dated 5 May 1840 G i l l e s p i e bequeathed h i s books i n t h e 
f o l l o w i n g terms: 
"... a l l my medical books f o r the use of the Medical L i b r a r i e s 
now e s t a b l i s h e d or t o be e s t a b l i s h e d i n the Royal Hospitals'.'(155) 
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I t w i l l be seen t b a t b i s bequest was c l e a r l y c o n f i n e d t o b i s medical 
books; tbe remainder o f b i s l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n o f books, j o u r n a l s and 
manuscripts were bequeathed t o b i s f a m i l y . A f t e r G i l l e s p i e ' s death 
i n 1842 S i r W i l l i a m Burnett r e p o r t e d t h a t the bequest c o n s i s t e d of 
"about 80O medical books, many unbound and a l l r e q u i r i n g t o be rebound'.' 
(156). T h i s f i g u r e o f 800 seems l i k e l y t o have been a c l e r i c a l e r r o r , 
f o r the f i g u r e which i s mentioned on the s p e c i a l bookplate i s 400, and 
a lower svim was a l l o c a t e d t o b i n d them than had been r e c e n t l y agreed 
f o r Dr. McKinnal's books, v i z . £50 i n s t e a d o f £100. L i s t s o f the 
books were sent t o Plymouth and Haslar t o be checked ag a i n s t e x i s t i n g 
l i b r a r y h o l d i n g s , and d e l a y s were i n c u r r e d through t h e binder l o s i n g t h e 
f i r s t set of l i s t s so t h a t the e x e r c i s e had t o be repeated.' At l a s t , 
on 31 January 1844, S i r David Dickson was a b l e t o r e p l y : 
"We have t h e honor ( s i c ) herewith t o r e t u r n the d u p l i c a t e 
l i s t o f books bequeathed by the l a t e Dr. G i l l e s p i e , and 
conformably w i t h your d i r e c t i o n s , we have placed t h e l e t t e r P 
a g a i n s t such as are a l r e a d y i n t h e L i b r a r y , as f a r as we can 
i d e n t i f y : but from t he Author's name not being appended i n 
some i n s t a n c e s or from t h e i r not being o f the same name 
(the T i t l e having been abb r e v i a t e d , and perhaps i n a c c u r a t e l y 
given) i n o t h e r s we cannot, ( p a r t i c u l a r l y where n e i t h e r the 
name nor t h e subject i s mentioned) i n a l l such cases i d e n t i f y 
the Work t o which the l i s t refers'.' (167) 
On 2 5 March 1844 the Plymouth consignment o f two boxes of books was 
despatched by l a n d c a r r i a g e from London, and the i n v o i c e was r e c e i p t e d 
at Plymouth on 11 A p r i l 1844 (168). 
U n l i k e t h e McKinnal bequest, from which over 80% o f items 
have s u r v i v e d , l e s s than one h a l f of Dr. G i l l e s p i e ' s books have been 
i d e n t i f i e d a t Plymouth and H a s l a r , and Plymouth has t h e s m a l l e r of the 
two c o l l e c t i o n s . The books c o n s i s t of s e v e r a l e a r l y p r i n t e d medical 
books; 17% of the s u r v i v i n g works were p r i n t e d before 1699, 56% were 
eighteenth-century p u b l i c a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y numerous from 1770 when 
G i l l e s p i e began h i s medical t r a i n i n g , and about 27% were acq u i r e d i n 
the f i r s t q u a r t e r o f t h e nineteenth-century, but v e r y l i t t l e a f t e r 
about 1825 when G i l l e s p i e had probably begun t o l o s e an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t 
i n h i s p r o f e s s i o n . G i l l e s p i e ' s p r o f e s s i o n a l education and t r a i n i n g had 
taken p l a c e d u r i n g t h e d e c l i n i n g years o f the o l d p r a c t i c e o f using 
L a t i n as t h e common language i n the medical p r o f e s s i o n , and about h a l f 
of h i s books a r e i n L a t i n . N e a r l y one t h i r d are i n French, r e f l e c t i n g 
h i s long r e s i d e n c e s i n P a r i s ; G i l l e s p i e acknowledged i n h i s d i a r y t h a t 
he was a f r a n c o p h i l e , and he was e v i d e n t l y b i l i n g u a l . 
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9.4.5 S i r D a v i d D i c k s o n a n d t h e e a r l y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y t o 1847. 
s o f a r , i t h a s b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t t h e M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 
a c t i v e l y b e g a n i n a b o u t 1833 b y t h e A d m i r a l t y t h r o u g h t h e M e d i c a l 
D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e N a v y , s o m e e i g h t y e a r s a f t e r i t h a d f i r s t b e e n 
c o n s i d e r e d a n d a p p r o v e d i n p r i n c i p l e . T h e n u c l e u s o f t h e b o o k s 
h a d b e e n p u r c h a s e d b y 1835 w i t h a c o m p a r a t i v e l y g e n e r o u s f o u n d a t i o n 
g r a n t a n d l a r g e i n i t i a l a n n u a l b o o k f u n d s . T h i s e a r l y L i b r a r y 
h a d e x p e r i e n c e d a l a r g e i n c r e a s e i n s t o c k f r o m t h e M c K i n n a l a n d G i l l e s ­
p i e b e q u e s t s , w h i c h m u s t h a v e a l m o s t d o u b l e d i t s s i z e . T h e l a t t e r 
t w o b e q u e s t s a c c o i i n t a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y f o r t h e s u r v i v i n g p r e-1800 
b o o k s , a n d f o r t h e u n e x p e c t e d s u r v i v i n g i t e m s s u c h a s I t a l i a n l i t e r a ­
t u r e . A h a n d f u l o f o t h e r b o o k s , d o n a t e d b y S i r D a v i d D i c k s o n , a c c o u n t 
f o r t h e o u t s t a n d i n g u n e x p e c t e d l y e a r l y m e d i c a l b o o k s ; t h i s s m a l l n u m b e r 
o f 1 3 p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d a n d 8 s t r o n g l y p r o b a b l e w o r k s a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h D r . D i c k s o n a r e v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o t h e M e d i c a l L i b r a r y , f o r t h e i r 
o w n e r w a s t h e m a n w h o e f f e c t i v e l y t o o k c h a r g e o f t h e L i b r a r y f r o m i t s 
b e g i n n i n g t o 1847, w h e n h e r e t i r e d . N o t h i n g w a s k n o w n a b o u t t h i s m a n 
b e f o r e t h e a u t h o r f o u n d t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s i n t h e L i b r a r y ' s b o o k s a n d w a s 
a b l e t o a s s o c i a t e t h e n a m e w i t h t h e S u p e r i n t e n d i n g P h y s i c i a n o f t h e 
H o s p i t a l w h o s e l e t t e r - b o o k h a s b e e n q u o t e d f r o m , a n d w h o w a s r e v e a l e d 
b y e a r l y Navy lists t o h a v e j o i n e d t h e H o s p i t a l i n 1824, s o t h a t h e 
w a s t h e r e d u r i n g t h e f o u n d a t i o n y e a r s o f t h e L i b r a r y . T h i s c i r c u m ­
s t a n t i a l e v i d e n c e o f h i s c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e L i b r a r y l e d t o a n i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n b y t h e a u t h o r i n t o t h e b i o g r a p h y a n d c h a r a c t e r o f t h e m a n . T h i s 
h a s b e e n d e t a i l e d ' i n a p u b l i s h e d p a p e r (159) , f r o m w h i c h t h e f o l l o w i n g 
b r i e f d e t a i l s h a v e b e e n d r a w n . 
D a v i d D i c k s o n w a s b o r n i n 1780, t h e y o u n g e s t s o n o f a m i n i s t e r 
w h o l i v e d i n R o x b u r g h s h i r e . H e h a d n o p r i v a t e m e a n s , a n d h a d t o t a k e 
u p a c a r e e r i n w h i c h s u c c e s s w o u l d d e p e n d u p o n h i s o w n e f f o r t s c u i d 
a b i l i t i e s . H e w a s a p p r e n t i c e d t o a s u r g e o n , a n d g a i n e d h i s L i c e n c e f r o m 
t h e R o y a l C o l l e g e o f S u r g e o n s E d i n b u r g h i n 1798. H e t h e n b e g a n h i s 
c a r e e r i n t h e n a v a l m e d i c a l s e r v i c e , a s S u r g e o n ' s M a t e . H e t o o k p a r t 
i n a c t i v e s e r v i c e , a n d f r o m 1808 o n w a r d s h e c o n s i s t e n t l y u s e d h i s r e c e n t 
e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e a r t i c l e s h e b e g a n t o p u b l i s h . F i r s t , h o w e v e r , h e h a d 
t o g a i n q u a l i f i c a t i o n s w h i c h w o u l d g i v e h i m r e s p e c t f u l p r o f e s s i o n a l 
a t t e n t i o n . I n 1799 h e h a d g a i n e d t h e r a n k o f S u r g e o n , a n d i n l e s s t h a n 
t e n y e a r s o f v a r i e d e x p e r i e n c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e W e s t I n d i e s , h e w a s 
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made A c t i n g P h y s i c i a n of t h e Leeward I s l a n d s Squadron. T h i s had been 
p o s s i b l e because of Dickson's a c q u i s i t i o n o f an M.D. from King's C o l l e g e 
«iiwee^ity., Aberdeen i n 1806; the degree had been o b t a i n e d by the s t i l l 
c o n t i n u i n g custom of recommendation which was recognised,even i f l e s s 
f a v o u r a b l y , a t t h a t time. Two p h y s i c i a n s of Rochester i n Kent a t t e s t e d 
t h a t Dickson's " c h a r a c t e r , education and p r o f e s s i o n a l a b i l i t i e s " made 
him a worthy r e c i p i e n t of t h e M.D. Dickson e v i d e n t l y hoped t h a t h i s 
p o s i t i o n as A c t i n g P h y s i c i a n would be upgraded t o f u l l s e n i o r i t y as 
P h y s i c i a n , and i t was i n t h i s context t h a t h i s f i r s t a r t i c l e was p u b l i s h e d , 
probably designed t o l e n d support t o h i s ambition. He was s u c c e s s f u l , 
and from t h a t time onwards he seems t o have l o s t no o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
forward h i s career through f u r t h e r a r t i c l e s and b u i l d i n g up u s e f u l 
c o n t a c t s ; f o r he was dependent upon h i s e a r n i n g s , and had a w i f e and 
young c h i l d r e n t o support not long a f t e r he was p a i d o f f and placed on 
h a l f - p a y i n 1812. He set up a c i v i l i a n p r a c t i c e i n the f a s h i o n a b l e 
area of B r i s t o l , f o r t h i s was permitted by naval r e g u l a t i o n s on c e r t a i n 
c o n d i t i o n s . At B r i s t o l he gained a h i g h r e p u t a t i o n amongst h i s medical 
c o l l e a g u e s , which a l s o seems t o have been shared more w i d e l y because of 
favourable comments i n the medical press on h i s a r t i c l e s . He was v e r y 
c l e a r l y a man of c o n s i d e r a b l e a b i l i t y and p e r s o n a l i t y , and h i s w r i t i n g s 
show t h a t he was v e r y w e l l aware of c u r r e n t medical l i t e r a t u r e . I t i s 
d o u b t f u l , however, t h a t he c o u l d p e r s o n a l l y have a c q u i r e d much l i t e r a t u r e 
apart from a few important textbooks and the Medico-chirurgical journal. 
While i n B r i s t o l he a c q u i r e d books which had belonged t o two noted l o c a l 
p h y s i c i a n s , but whether through purchase or as g i f t s i s not known. 
When Dr. Dickson'was appointed P h y s i c i a n t o the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l i n 
1824, he brougH:with him a few c h e r i s h e d medical books, a wide-ranging 
and sound knowledge o f medical l i t e r a t u r e , and t h e g o o d w i l l and f r i e n d ­
s h i p of the P h y s i c i a n - G e n e r a l , S i r W i l l i a m B u r n e t t ; i t seems l i k e l y t h a t 
the prospect of a medical l i b r a r y being e s t a b l i s h e d at Plymouth H o s p i t a l 
would have appealed s t r o n g l y t o t h i s man who was d e s c r i b e d even by an 
i r r e v e r e n t j u n i o r as being "a c l e v e r o l d Scotchman','(despite an i n c i d e n t 
when Dickson had dined t o o w e l l and t r i e d t o t a k e the p u l s e of the l e g 
o f an empty bed (169)). In 1834 Dr. Dickson was k n i g h t e d , somewhat 
b e l a t e d l y , f o r h i s s e r v i c e s i n t h e West I n d i e s ; he was e v i d e n t l y at the 
t o p of h i s p r o f e s s i o n and no longer needed t o s t r u g g l e t o make himse l f 
known f o r career advancement. He seems t o have p u b l i s h e d comparatively 
l i t t l e s i n c e moving t o Plymouth, but t h i s might have been because of 
pressure o f work t h e r e as w e l l as a d i m i n u t i o n i n need f o r p u b l i c i t y . 
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On 27 J u l y 1847 he r e t i r e d , a f t e r a few years of i l l h e a l t h , cuid he 
d i e d on 2 January 1850. 
The evidence p o i n t s v e r y s t r o n g l y indeed t o S i r David 
Dickson having played an important p a r t i n t h e founding o f t h e Medical 
L i b r a r y and i t s establishment. To s t a r t w i t h , some of h i s books 
bear the e a r l y stamp which shows t h a t they were added t o the L i b r a r y 
by 1 8 3 5 , showing an e a r l y i n t e r e s t . In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , he was l i k e l y 
t o have a l r e a d y been placed i n charge of the L i b r a r y . H i s l e t t e r b o o k 
from 1839 onwards shows t h a t he and the Surgeon signed the l e t t e r s t o 
the P h y s i c i a n General about t h e L i b r a r y ; and i t has a l r e a d y been shown 
from t h e P h y s i c i a n General's r e p o r t s t h a t t h e Surgeon was i n charge o f 
t h e Museum, so i t appears t h a t although the two o f f i c e r s had t o work 
c l o s e l y , and the Surgeon was e f f e c t i v e l y the P h y s i c i a n ' s deputy, i t was 
the P h y s i c i a n who had the main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the L i b r a r y . I t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t many o f the works purchased i n the nucleus 
c o l l e c t i o n were ones which had been r e f e r r e d t o by Dickson i n h i s many 
a r t i c l e s . Rees' Cyclopaedia, a 39-volume work pub l i s h e d i n 1 8 1 9 - 2 0 , 
was a work f o r which he had expressed h i s a d m i r a t i o n , and i t was one of 
the f i r s t a c q u i s i t i o n s of t h e L i b r a r y (shown by the a c c e s s i o n stamp). 
By 183 9 he was d e f i n i t e l y d e eply i n v o l v e d i n the L i b r a r y , which was 
a v a i l a b l e f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n by the h o s p i t a l medical s t a f f and naval 
medical o f f i c e r s from any s h i p s i n p o r t . I t seems l i k e l y t h a t the 
Catalogue had been e s t a b l i s h e d , i n a subject arrangement i n d i c a t e d by 
the evidence from the s u r v i v i n g books, and i n accordance w i t h the 
i n s t r u c t i o n s on t h i s matter which had been i s s u e d t o H a s l a r i n 1827. 
The books were probably a l s o arranged on the shelves i n t h e same subject 
o r d e r , as was i n d i c a t e d by the a n a l y s i s of shelfmarks a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d . 
The a r r i v a l of the McKinnal and G i l l e s p i e bequests probably doubled the 
s i z e o f the stock w i t h i n the p e r i o d 1839 -1844 , and might have suggested 
t o Dickson the need f o r an a d d i t i o n a l r e c o r d of the stock, f o r i t seems 
l i k e l y t h a t i t was i n about 1844 t h a t a c c e s s i o n numbers were used, not 
o n l y on new works purchased, but r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y on the e x i s t i n g L i b r a r y 
stock. That procedure appears t o have come t o a h a l t i n 1 8 4 7 , and i t 
seems l i k e l y t h a t i t was more than chance which makes t h i s c o i n c i d e w i t h 
the r e t i r e m e n t of S i r David Dickson i n J u l y of t h a t year; the most 
l i k e l y e x p l a n a t i o n seems t o be t h a t he had implemented a procedure which 
h i s successors d i d not c a r r y on. I t was probably e i t h e r at h i s r e t i r e ­
ment i n 1847 or on h i s death i n 1850 t h a t a few more of h i s books found 
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t h e i r way i n t o t he L i b r a r y ' s stock. 
9.4.6 The Medical L i b r a r y 1847 - 1914 
Not much i s known about the L i b r a r y a f t e r the r e t i r e m e n t of 
S i r David Dickson. The p r o f i l e o f p u b l i c a t i o n dates of s u r v i v i n g 
books i n F i g . 38 has matched v e r y c l o s e l y the a u t h e n t i c b i s t o r y of the 
L i b r a r y , and i f the p r o f i l e i s taken as a guide t o the l a t e r b i s t o r y 
of t h e L i b r a r y i t would seem t h a t a d e c l i n e set i n during t h e 1870s 
and a t r o u g h e x i s t e d from 1880 - 1914. T h i s seems t o be i n d i c a t e d again 
as t h e probable p a t t e r n i f the f i n a n c i a l p r o v i s i o n i n the Navy estimâtes 
i s examinad. Thèse show t h a t the ElOO p.a. f o r t h e purchase of books 
and spécimens f o r Haslar and Plymouth continuad u n t i l 1876-7, i n which 
year the same sum had t o be spread t o i n c l u d e Chatham Marine I n f i r m a r y . 
In 1882-3 the money had t o be spread even more t h i n l y , t o cover books 
and spécimens f o r the L i b r a r y and Muséum a t H a s l a r and books f o r the 
L i b r a r l e s a t Royal Naval H o s p i t a l s and I n f i r m a r l e s at home and abroad. 
The Navy appropriations f o r 1882-3 and 1883-4 show t h a t i n s p i t e o f t h i s 
e x t r a demand on the a l l o c a t e d ElOO, o n l y E82.0.6. and E66.11.1. were 
spent i n t h e r e s p e c t i v e years. T h e r e a f t e r , no s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n was 
i d e n t i f i e d i n Navy estimâtes, and i t l o o k s as though the small sums 
being expended on books by each h o s p i t a l or i n f i r m a r y were expected t o 
be taken from the Contingency Account, which i n 1886-7 covered "postage, 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , chapel allowances, and other small expenditure i n c l u d i n g 
purchase o f medicai newspapersV Plymouth H o s p i t a l ' s a l l o c a t i o n f o r 
c o n t i n g e n c i e s waë E90 1882-3, E84 i n 1884-5, and E80 i n 1886-7, so the 
L i b r a r y seems u n l i k e l y t o bave much money f o r p e r i o d i c a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s , 
b i n d i n g , and hook purchase. T h i s seems t o f i t v e r y c l o s e l y t o the 
apparent p r o f i l e of stock a c q u i s i t i o n , and some d i r e c t évidence which 
was a v a i l a b l e t o Captain Lewis i n 1963 but has s i n c e disappeared. 
"The f i r s t d e f i n i t e r e c o r d i s i n a 'Register of Books 
r e c e i v e d i n t o the L i b r a r y ' and dated 27th October, 1871, 
w i t h the added s u p e r s c r i p t i o n , 'Books bound during p e r i o d 
of a/c M.D.G. order 15th A p r i i , 1890.' 
The f i r s t e n t r i e s are over the i n i t i a i s 'R.U.J who remained 
i n charge u n t i l 1880, when 'J.W.R.' took over u n t i l I s t 
August, 1888, when 'J.M.D.', t h e l a s t s i g n a t o r y , c a r r i e d 
on t i l l 1899. I t has not proved p o s s i b l e t o i d e n t i f y these 
l i b r a r i a n s , but i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t they were not the S.R.A.'s 
s e c r e t a r l e s f o r the p e r i o d or h o s p i t a l medicai o f f i c e r s , as 
ñames w i t h these i n i t i a i s do not appear i n the Navy L i s t o f 
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that date. From t h i s Register, however, i t i s known that 
p e r i o d i c a l s were purchased r e g u l a r l y and bound in f i n e 
l e a t h e r covers, once a year, at a cost of about £10'.'(170) 
This d e s c r i p t i o n t i e s i n very c l o s e l y with the evidence from the 
surviving books, which suggested that binding of books - and t o 
some extent the a c q u i s i t i o n of books - had d e c l i n e d from 1880 onwards 
but t h a t some p e r i o d i c a l s continued t o be acquired. The Storekeeper's 
Accounts Book (171) f o r the period 1896-1903 has survived, and shows 
the a c t u a l sums expended from the Contingency Account on l i t e r a t u r e . 
Each quarter the Storekeeper paid E. Tucker 12s. 8d. for "Medical 
Journal f o r H o s p i t a l " , and the same amount "do. Roy. Mar. Infirmary'.' 
Several references in the accounts do mention the word "books", but 
these were the Muster Books and other s t a t i s t i c a l returns which the 
Hospital had t o supply t o London on a r e g u l a r b a s i s . The only e n t r i e s 
which might have r e l a t e d t o the Medical L i b r a r y are as follows: 
1897 2 Mar. Wm. Derry & Co. Carriage of case of books 2s. 4d. 
for binding 
27 J u l y do. Carriage of condemned £2.2s. 9d. 
books 
1902 9 Jan. Doidge & Co. Purchase of map Is. O. 
The "condemned books" might have been books from the wards, used by 
the p a t i e n t s , f o r patients in the naval h o s p i t a l s b e n e f i t t e d from the 
Seamen's L i b r a r i e s which w i l l be described in Chapter lO. The Store­
keeper d i d enter two items in accounts other than the Contingency 
Account; on 30 November 1899 Rev. C.J. Todd, the Chaplain, was refunded 
2s. from Appropriation in Aid for a l i b r a r y book which had been l o s t , 
and on 20 February 1902 a Mr. Baker was paid £7.5.6 from the P r o v i s i o n s 
and Stores Account for making a bookcase. Neither of these can be 
proved t o r e l a t e t o the Medical L i b r a r y . 
There i s no evidence to suggest that the L i b r a r y was moved from 
the o r i g i n a l s i t e i n the period up t o 1914, and the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
the e a r l y references to the L i b r a r y ' s l o c a t i o n do point to the same 
accommodation as that in which i t was described by an eyewitness, 
now deceased, who was quoted by Captain Lewis: 
"The s i t e of the L i b r a r y i n i t s e a r l y years i s unknown, but f o r 
many years i t was in the P a t i e n t s ' Concert Room, now the 
C e n t r a l Duty O f f i c e in T r a f a l g a r block, and was Jcnown to be 
there i n 1915. This seems a curious l o c a l e , but there i s 
s t i l l one h o s p i t a l employee, Mr. Kingswell of the Surgeon Rear 
Admiral's o f f i c e , who had dealings with i t and t o whom I am 
indebted for much information. He says that even then i t was 
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h a r d l y ever used and no one took any apparent i n t e r e s t i n 
the p r e s e r v a t i o n of t h e more v a l u a b l e books. The L i b r a r y 
i n those days was stowed i n handsome t a l i b l a ck bookcases 
picked out w i t h gold l i n e s and w i t h g l a s s f r o n t s , and Mr. 
K i n g s w e l l c l e a r l y remembers the p e r i o d i c a l mustering of 
the books by t h e Surgeon Rear Admi r a l ' s s e c r e t a r y , whose 
duty i t then was'.' (172) 
Thus, by the t e r m i n a l date of t h i s study, the Medicai L i b r a r y 
at the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l at Stonebouse was w e l l i n t o the d e c l i n e 
which continued \ i n t i l World War I I i n j e c t e d f r e s h urgency i n t o the 
a c q u i s i t i o n of s u r g i c a l l i t e r a t u r e , ònly t o d e c l i n e again f o r a few 
years u n t i l i t was determined, on the two hundredth a n n i v e r s a r y of 
the H o s p i t a l ' s f o u n d a t i o n , t o r e - e s t a b l i s h the Medicai L i b r a r y . But 
why was t h e r e a d e c l i n e from about 1880 onwards? The reason f o r t h i s 
i s not t o t a l l y c l e a r , but i t i s suspected t h a t the growth o f t h e 
medicai p r o f e s s i o n and the f a c i l i t i e s of borrowing from l a r g a c e n t r a i 
l i b r a r i e s such as t h e B r i t i s h Medicai A s s o c i a t i o n was one f a c t o r , and 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f p r o f e s s i o n a l j o u r n a l s through membership of p r o f e s -
s i o n a l bodies another; the f a l l i n hook p r i c e s , which made i t p o s s i b l e 
f o r more people t o buy t h e i r own c o p i e s ; the success of Lewis's 
s p e c i a l i s t commercial s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s , t he improvement of 
medicai education and l i b r a l r i e s connected w i t h e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
perhaps even i n a small way the growth of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s - a l i of 
these probably c o n t r i b u t e d t o a d i m i n i s h i n g need f o r the Medicai 
L i b r a r i e s at the H o s p i t a l s at t h a t p e r i o d . There was a l s o the p o s s i b l e 
f a c t o r t h a t the improved p r o v i s i o n by the A d m i r a l t y of l i t e r a t u r e f o r 
seamen and the e x t e n s i o n i n t o token p r o v i s i o n f o r o f f i c e r s o f e s s e n t i a l 
r e f e r e n c e works might bave a l s o reduced the need f o r medicai o f f i c e r s 
from s h i p s t o use t h e H o s p i t a l L i b r a r i e s t o t h e i r former extent. I t i s 
unfortunate t h a t so few r e c o r d s appear t o e x i s t i n the L i b r a r i e s them-
s e l v e s , f o r i t w i l l o n l y be as a r e s u l t of such primary evidence t h a t 
anything more i s l i k e l y t o be found about the e a r l y medicai l i b r a r i e s 
s e r v i n g the medicai o f f i c e r s o f the Royal Navy, of which Plymouth was 
one of the two most important estabiishments. 
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9,5 MINOR bEDICAL BOOKCLUBS AND SOCIETIES OF THE THREE TOWNS 
9.5.1 Western Médical and C h i r u r g i c a l Society 
It seems p o s s i b l e t h a t the o r i g i n a l reason f o r founding t h i s 
Society i n Plymouth might bave been tbe contemporary exclusiveness of 
tbe Plymoutb Médical Society, and the désire by some of the considérable 
number of local médical men t o benefit from s i m i l a r arrangements f o r 
the c i r c u l a t i o n of médical l i t e r a t u r e . So l i t t l e bas come t o l i g h t 
about t h i s Society, that i t seems best t o quote the main source, 
a d e s c r i p t i o n in a guidebook of 1825, Verbatim. 
"This Society was formed on the 23rd February 1824, by 
several of the leading professional gentlemen of the 
three towns. The f i r s t object of t h i s s o c i e t y consisted 
in getting the most approved journals, reviews, and other 
p u b l i c a t i o n s connected with the p r a c t i c a l or collatéral 
branches of medicine and surgery. The second in c o l l e c t i n g 
together the scattered éléments of l o c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e , with 
the laudable désire of improving the art and science of 
curing diseases. 
This s o c i e t y bas heretofore held i t s meetings and kept i t s 
books at the Plymoutb Eye Infirmary, where a room bas been 
granted f or that purpùse by the governors of that excellent 
i n s t i t u t i o n , through the int e r c e s s i o n of the s o c i e t y ' s 
secretary Dr. Butter. 
Many valu able cases and communications bave already been 
submitted to the n o t i c e of i t s members; and amongst other 
subjects, that of the disease which proved so f a t a l to 
many mechanics of our dockyard, in 1824, has been c l e a r l y 
élucidâted. 
A society of t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n e x i s t s in London, and Edinburgh, 
and i t i s h i g h l y praiseworthy in the f a c u l t y of Plymoutb to 
bave formed 'the Western Médical and C h i r u r g i c a l Society', 
which c o n s i s t s of ordinary, extraordinary, and corresponding 
members'.' (173) 
The same source l i s t s Dr. J . Butter as the Président so i t appears that 
he held the presidency and secretaryship j o i n t l y . The L i b r a r i a n i s 
named as Dr, E, Blackmore. A d i r e c t o r y f o r 1830 s t i l l l i s t s Dr, Butter 
as Président but Mr. Ga b r i e l as L i b r a r i a n (174). . No furt h e r références 
bave been found to t h i s Society, but there i s a l i t t l e c i r c u m s t a n t i a l 
évidence to suggest what might bave happened. Dr. Butter was one of 
the two j o i n t founders of the Eye Infirmary in 1821. He had become an 
Extraordinary Member of the Plymoutb Médical Society i n 1818, and the 
l a t t e r seems to bave experienced some problems with the c i r c u l a t i o n of 
new books and p e r i o d i c a l s , which would bave been suffered most acutely 
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by tbe E x t r a - o r d i n a r y Members, who took t b e i r t u m s a f t e r tbe Members 
u n t i l some duplícate s u b s c r i p t i o n s were e v e n t u a l l y arranged. Tbere 
migbt t b e r e f o r e bave been an element of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w l t h t b e e i d e r 
S o c i e t y i n tbe fermatlon e f t b e yoiinger ene; er t b e l a t t e r migbt bave 
been formed as a l e v e r t e cause improvements t e be made t e tbe fermer. 
C e r t a i n l y tbe Plymoutb Medical S o c i e t y enlarged t b e number of newly-
renamed A s s o c i a t e s i n 1826 altheugb t b e l i m i t was not removed \ i n t i l 1836. 
Dr. E. Blaekmore, tbe new S o c i e t y ' s f i r s t Librarían , bad become 
an A s s o c i a t e o f tbe Plymoutb Medical S o c i e t y i n 1826, altbougb t h a t dees 
not n e e e s s a r i l y mean t b a t be witbdrew from tbe S o c i e t y a t t h a t time. 
Dr. B u t t e r i s an i n t e r e s t i n g case; he was e l e c t e d a Member of t b e 
Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y i n 1841, but h i s ñame d i d not appear i n 
e i t h e r e f tbe p e r i e d i c a l and boek e i r e u l a t i o n r e g i s t e r s of 1836, er 
i n another r e v i s e d pre-1845 e d i t i o n , and t b i s i m p l i e s t h a t he bad 
other sourees o f supply. However, h i s ñame dees appear on tbe Plymouth 
Medical S o c i e t y e i r e u l a t i o n l i s t s f o r both boeks and p e r i o d i e a l s i n 1845. 
I t seems p o s s i b l e t h a t t b e enlargement and improvement of t b e Plymouth 
Medical S o c i e t y migbt have rendered tbe yeunger S o c i e t y s u p e r f l u e u s , f o r 
t b e i r o b j e e t i v e s were v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i e a l , and perhaps t b e W. M. C. S. 
ceased t e e x i s t by about 1845. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t tbe 
l o c a l guidebook by C a r r i n g t o n , which ran i n t e s e v e r a l e d i t i o n s , mentiens 
tbe S o c i e t y i n 1828 and 1830, but not i n the 1837 and l a t e r e d i t i o n s . 
Another p o s s i b i l i t y , o f course, i s t h a t membership crumbled because ef 
competition from ene ef the two o r g a n i s a t i o n s t e be mentiened next, but 
t b i s seems u n l i k e l y , f o r the W. M. C. S. was Plymouth-based, and the 
other two were céntred at Devenport. 
9.5.2 The Devenport and Stonebouse Medical S o c i e t y 
The o r i g i n and h i s t o r y of t b i s S o c i e t y i s obscure, but by 
1838 i t was d e f i n i t e l y i n e x i s t e n c e , f o r a l e t t e r from t b i s S o c i e t y 
was quoted i n the business proceedings of the Plymouth Medical S o c i e t y 
on 9 February 1838 (175). The Devenport Soeiety'.s S e c r e t a r y had sent 
a r e s o l u t i e n , r e l a t i n g t e p r o f e s s i o n a l e t h i c s , which he requested the 
Plymoutb Medical S o c i e t y t o suppert. The r e s o l u t i e n was signad by 
32 medical men, presumably members of the S o c i e t y , o f whom ene t b i r d can be 
a l s o i d e n t i f i e d as being Members or A s s o c i a t e s o f the Plymouth Medical 
S o c i e t y at t h a t time. The remaining two t b i r d s would by 1838 have 
been e l i g i b l e t o be e l e c t e d as A s s o c i a t e s of the o l d e r o r g a n i s a t i o n , and 
I 
509. 
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y d i d n o t b e l o n g s e e m s l i k e l y t o h e d u e i n p a r t , a t 
l e a s t , t o t h e g e o g r a p h i c a ! c o n y e n i e n c e a f f o r d e d b y a D e v o n p o r t - b a s e d 
S o c i e t y . T h e m e e t i n g p l a c e i s n o t n a m e d , b u t a r e a s o n a b l e s p é c u l a t i o n 
i s t h e D e v o n p o r t D i s p e n s a r y , a n d p e r h a p s f r o m 1863 t h e R o y a l A l b e r t 
H o s p i t a l . T h e r e m u s t b a v e b e e n s u c h a c e n t r e , f o r b y 1882 t h e S o c i e t y 
h a d a c c u m u l â t e d a l i b r a r y o f a b o u t 700 v o l u m e s , w h i c h i t t r a n s f e r r e d i n 
t h a t y e a r t o t h e n e w l y o p e n e d D e v o n p o r t F r e e P u b l i c L i b r a r y , o n 
c o n d i t i o n t h a t m e m b e r s h a d a c c e s s t o t h e v o l u m e s (176). 
O t h e r r é f é r e n c e s i n t h e m i n u t e s o f t h e P l y m o u t h M e d i c a i 
S o c i e t y , o n 9 A p r i l 1883, 27 J a n u a r y 1885, a n d 12 D e c e m b e r 1887, 
s u g g e s t t h a t t h e D e v o n p o r t o r g a n i s a t i o n w a s s t i l l i n e x i s t e n c e , 
a l t h o u g h t h e r é f é r e n c e s ñ a m e t h e " D e v o n p o r t M e d i c a l S o c i e t y " , p r o b a b l y 
a c o n v e n i e n t c o n t r a c t i o n o f t h e f u l l ñ a m e o f t h e S o c i e t y . 
9.5.3 P l y m o u t h , S t o n e h o u s e a n d D e v o n p o r t M e d i c a l R e a d i n g S o c i e t y 
T h e o n l y p i e c e o f é v i d e n c e w h i c h h a s b e e n f o u n d t o p r o v e t h a t 
t h i s S o c i e t y e x i s t e d i s a p r i n t e d c o p y o f i t s Rules d a t e d 184 9 (177). T h e 
r u l e s s h o w a s i m i l a r i t y t o t h e P l y m o u t h M e d i c a i S o c i e t y i n t h a t t h e 
q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g s w e r e h e l d i n r o t a t i o n a t t h e h o m e o f e a c h o f t h e 
t w e n t y m e m b e r s , w h e n t h e h o s t w o u l d b e C h a i r m a n , b u t i t w a s n o t a 
d i n i n g c l u b - r e f r e s h m e n t s w e r e s t r i c t l y l i m i t e d t o t e a , c o f f e e , 
s p i r i t s a n d b i s c u i t s , i n m a r k e d c o n t r a s t t o t h e P l y m o u t h o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
I t a l s o d i f f e r e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y f r o m t h e P l y m o u t h M e d i c a i S o c i e t y i n 
t h a t i t d i d n o t b u i l d u p a p e r m a n e n t l i b r a r y , a n d w a s run v e r y m u c h a s 
a m e d i c a i b o o k c l u b . 
T h e o f f i c e r s w e r e e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y a n d c o n s i s t e d o f a 
P r e s i d e n t , T r e a s u r e r a n d H o n o r a r y S e c r e t a r y . M e m b e r s h i p w a s l i m i t e d 
t o t w e n t y , a n d m e m b e r s w e r e e l e c t e d b y b a l l o t . T h e a n n u a l s u b s c r i p t i o n 
w a s o n e g u i n e a , p a y a b l e t o e i t h e r t h e T r e a s u r e r o r t h e H o n o r a r y S e c r e t a r y , 
a n d i t m u s t b e a s s u m e d t h a t a l i b o o k s a n d p e r i o d i c a l s w e r e o r d e r e d a n d 
c i r c u l a t e d t h r o u g h t h e s e s a m e o f f i c e r s . E a c h m e m b e r h a d t h e p r i v i l è g e 
o f o r d e r i n g a h o o k o r b o o k s n o t e x c e e d i n g a t o t a l e x p e n d i t u r e o f 
t e n s h i l l i n g s p e r a n n u m , a n d h e w a s e n t i t l e d t o t h e f i r s t r e a d i n g o f 
t h e s e i t e m s ; b u t i f h e u s e d t h i s p r i v i l è g e i t w a s o n c o n d i t i o n t h a t h e 
a g r e e d t o b u y b a c k t h e h o o k a t h a l f o f i t s o r i g i n a l c o s t i f n o h i g h e r 
b i d c o u l d b e f o u n d a t t h e ( a n n u a l ? ) a u c t i o n . I t s e e m s t o b e i m p l i c i t 
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t h a t t h e r e m a i n i n g f u n d s w e r e s p e n t m a i n l y o n t h e p e r i o d i c a l s , w h i c h 
w e r e c i r c u l a t e d o n M o n d a y s a n d T h u r s d a y s o n l y , w i t h t h e r e a d i n g t i m e 
r e s t r i c t e d t o t h r e e d a y s . B o o k s w e r e c i r c u l a t e d o n T h u r s d a y s o n l y , 
w i t h a r e a d i n g t i m e o f s e v e n o r f o u r t e e n d a y s . F i n e s w e r e l e v i e d f o r 
o v e r d u e r e t u r n s a t t h e r a t e o f 2 d . p e r d a y f o r a p e r i o d i c a l , l ^ j d . f o r 
a b o o k , w i t h a l i m i t o f 2 s . 6 d . f o r a p e r i o d i c a l a n d t h e c o s t o f 
r e p l a c i n g a b o o k . 
N o c l u e i s g i v e n , a p a r t f r o m t h e t i t l e , a s t o t h e e x t e n t 
o f m e m b e r s h i p o f t h i s S o c i e t y . T h e Rules w e r e p r i n t e d b y E . W . C o l e 
o f S t o n e h o u s e , i n s t e a d o f t h e P l y m o u t h o r D e v o n p o r t p r i n t e r w h i c h m i g h t 
b e e x p e c t e d , b u t t h a t i s n o t s i g n i f i c a n t b e c a u s e E . W . C o l e w a s o n e o f 
t h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t p r i n t e r s a t t h a t d a t a a n d w o u l d b e l i k e l y t o b e 
u s e d i f t h e S o c i e t y ' s S e c r e t a r y a t t h e t i m e v ; a s r e s i d e n t o r p r a c t i s i n g 
i n t h e a r e a - o r e v e n i n t h e R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y n o t h i n g m o r e i s k n o w n a b o u t t h e S o c i e t y , b u t 
i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o f i n d t h a t t h e m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s 
w a s c a p a b l e o f s u p p o r t i n g t h r e e o r g a n i s a t I o n s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e P r o v i s i o n o f m e d i c a l l i t e r a t u r e i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e n i n e -
t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . O r w a s i t ? I t i s a l r e a d y c l e a r t h a t t h e r e w a s o v e r l a p 
i n m e m b e r s h i p b e t w e e n t h e P l y m o u t h M e d i c a l S o c i e t y a n d t h e D e v o n p o r t 
a n d S t o n e h o u s e M e d i c a l S o c i e t y i n 1838, b o t h o f w h i c h p r o v i d e d c u r r e n t 
m e d i c a l b o o k s a n d p e r i o d i c a l s . W a s t h e r e r o o m f o r a n o t h e r s o c i e t y , o r 
w a s t h e P l y m o u t h , S t o n e h o u s e a n d D e v o n p o r t M e d i c a l R e a d i n g S o c i e t y 
c o n n e c t e d i n s o m e ' w a y w i t h t h e l a t t e r s o c i e t y f o r w h i c h n o e v i d e n c e 
h a s s u r v i v e d b e t w e e n 1838 a n d 1882? T h e l a t t e r ' s l i b r a r y w a s q u i t e 
s m a l l i n 1882 f o r a n Organisation w h i c h h a d e x i s t e d f o r f i f t y y e a r s . 
I t s e e m s j u s t p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e R e a d i n g S o c i e t y c o u l d h a v e b e e n a 
m i d-Century s t a g e o f t h a t Organisation, w h i c h p e r h a p s d e v e l o p e d f r o m 
a b o o k Club i n t o a s o c i e t y w i t h a p r i v a t e l i b r a r y ; i t i s t o b e h o p e d 
t h a t o n e d a y t h e r e m i g h t b e f u r t h e r l i g h t s h e d o n t h e s e m i n o r m e d i c a l 
s o c i e t i e s o f t h e T h r e e T o w n s . 
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9.6 LAW SOCIETIES AND THEIR LIBRARIES 
9.6.1 PLYMOUTH LAW SOCIETY 
Although t he L i b r a r y o f the Plymouth Law S o c i e t y o n l y 
achieved a maximum s i z e o f some 3,000 volumes and was t h e r e f o r e small 
i n comparison w i t h t h e l i b r a r i e s of the bebter known p r o v i n e i a l law 
s o c i e t i e s , i t has a Claim t o general i n t e r e s t i n t h a t i t was one of 
the e a r l i e s t p r o v i n c i a l law l i b r a r i e s . I t was e s t a b l i s h e d under the 
name Plymouth Law L i b r a r y i n 1815, which i s e a r l i e r than the ones 
quoted by Breem i n b i s review o f p r o f e s s i o n a l law l i b r a r i e s o f Great 
B r i t a i n : 
"Law s o c i e t i e s had been e s t a b l i s h e d as e a r l y as the 18th 
Century, but t h e i r l i b r a r i e s . d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y come i n t o 
being at the same time. That of Birmingham was founded i n 
1818, B r i s t o l i n 1819, Manchester i n 1820 and L i v e r p o o l 
i n 1827. The c r e a t i o n of a l i b r a r y was one of the purposes 
behind t h e formation o f the Law S o c i e t y .... The L i b r a r y 
i t s e l f was a c t u a l l y founded i n 1828 .... Of the remaining 
law s o c i e t y l i b r a r i e s recorded, Exeter was founded i n 1833, 
C a r d i f f i n 1907V (178) 
The foundation o f Plymouth Law L i b r a r y t h e r e f o r e antedates most, i f 
not a l l , s i m i l a r l i b r a r i e s , although no c l a i m can be made t o more than 
an e a r l y o r i g i n u n t i l more d e t a i l e d s t u d i e s bave been produced of a l l 
such s o c i e t i e s and l i b r a r i e s t o enable c r i t e r i a t o be i d e n t i f i e d and 
comparisons made which would r e s u l t i n some more r e l i a b l e rank order. 
The Plymouth Law S o c i e t y i t s e l f Claims t o be the t h i r d o l d e s t i n the 
country (179). 
e 
The name of t h e S o c i e t y has undergone a number of changes 
du r i n g i t s h i s t o r y . Founded as the Plymouth Law L i b r a r y (P.L.L.) i n 
1815, i n 1836 i t became the Plymouth Law S o c i e t y (P.L.S.); i t was 
incorpor a t e d i n 1871 t o become the Incorporated Law S o c i e t y o f Plymouth 
(I.L.S.P.), but i t was s t i l l g e n e r a l l y known as the Plymouth Law 
S o c i e t y , t o which name i t has r e v e r t e d i n 1981. These changes d i d 
not a f f e c t t h e L i b r a r y i t s e l f , apart from changes o f bookplates, and 
the S o c i e t y w i l l be more e a s i l y r e f e r r e d t o as "the S o c i e t y " i n the 
f o l l o w i n g account. 
The o r i g i n o f t h i s S o c i e t y can once again be t r a c e d t o the 
personal i n i t i a t i v e o f Henry Woollcombe, t h e founder of the Plymouth 
I n s t i t u t i o n and a founder member of the Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y . 
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His d i a r l e s r e l a t e i n 1798 h i s personal expérience o f t h a t general 
d i f f i c u l t y of p r o f e s s i o n a l men, how t o o b t a i n t h e i r s p e c i a l i s t books 
and other reading matériels i n p r o v i n c i a l tovms. W r i t i n g i n London, 
at the âge of 21, when he was t r a i n i n g t o become a s o l i c i t e r , be 
des c r i b e d how be had purchased a pamphlet A t r e a t i s e on the study 
of the law, w r i t t e n by Lord Ashburton and o t h e r s . The pamphlet l a i d 
down a course o f study which Henry Woollcombe wished t o pursue i n so 
f a r as be was abl e ( f o r be f e l t b i s d e f i c i e n c y i n not being a b l e t o 
read Greek and L a t i n ) . He wrote: 
"But no sooner do I determine t o undertake such a Plan 
as set down by the Noble Lords but a d i f f i c u l t y occurs 
t o me t h a t i s not e a s i l y surmounted. Where am I t o 
ob t a i n (when s e t t l e d at Plymouth) t h e numerous works 
ment ion ed i n t h e i r Catalogue. I bave no money t o 
purchase, I bave no F r i a n d s possessing them nor are 
there any p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s where I can borrow them. T h i s 
however I must de v i s e means t o overcome.... In the 
meantime and indeed during my re s i d e n c e i n London I am 
u n w i l l i n g t o read Books t h a t I now purchase or s h a l l 
have means of coming at i n Plymouth. And t h e r e f o r e 
perhaps s h a l l not enter on the p u r s u i t o f my P l a n at 
présent, c o n f i n i n g myself t o the p e r u s a l o f those Authors 
whose Works I f e a r I may not be a b l e t o o b t a i n at homeV (180) 
Although he e v i d e n t l y managed t o overcome b i s problem i n some way, 
i t i s easy t o understand why he was in s t r u m e n t a l i n forming the 
Plymouth Law L i b r a r y i n l a t e r years when he f e l t t h e time was r i g h t . 
Perhaps the s u c c e s s f u l example of the Plymouth Me d i c a l S o c i e t y and 
i t s growing l i b r a r y a l s o encouraged the attempt. Most important o f 
a i l , however, seems t o be the e x i s t e n c e of the Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y ; 
o n l y two years a f t e r t h e l a t t e r had moved i n t o i t s new b u i l d i n g , Henry 
Woollcombe became P r e s i d e n t . The p o l i c y o f t h a t L i b r a r y was t o exclude 
p u r e l y p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e , although i t a c q u i r e d a few law books 
intended f o r the i n t e r e s t e d layman, but s e v e r a l s o l i c i t e r s and b a r r i s t e r s 
were p r o p r i e t o r s . The P r e s i d e n t , Henry Woollcombe, convened a meeting 
of these members en 13 June 1815, as the r e s u i t o f which they "formed 
themselves i n t o a S o c i e t y f o r founding and m a i n t a i r i i n g a Law L i b r a r y " 
(181). Members had t o c o n t r i b u t e £5 i n cash o r books and pay an 
annual s u b s c r i p t i o n o f £1 (182). The S o c i e t y e l e c t e d a P r e s i d e n t , 
Treasurer, S e c r e t a r y , and seven committee members a n n u a l l y i n October. 
Members were admitted by b a l l o t , but i n order t o be e l i g i b l e f o r member-
ship t h e p r o s p e c t i v e member had t o be a p r o p r i e t o r o r a s u b s c r i b e r of 
the Plymouth P u b l i c L i b r a r y , as w e l l as being i n p r a c t i c a and r e s i d e n t 
i n the Three Towns (183). The reason f o r t h e f i r s t membership 
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r e q u l r e m e n t o f p r i o r m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e P l y m o u t h P u b l i c L i b r a r y w a s t h a t 
f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g t h e P l y m o u t h L a w L i b r a r y w a s h o u s e d i n t h e b u i l d i n g 
o f t h e P l y m o u t h P u b l i c L i b r a r y , a n d t h e L i b r a r i a n o f t h e l a t t e r w a s a l s o 
t h e L i b r a r i a n o f t h e L a w L i b r a r y . I t w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n p r a c t i c a b l e 
t o h a v e a l l o w e d a c c e s s t o t h e L a w L i b r a r y b y m e m b e r s w h o d i d n o t b e l o n g 
t o t h e a c c o m m o d a t i n g L i b r a r y . T h e L a w L i b r a r y w a s k e p t i n t h e 
C o m m i t t e e R o o m o n t h e g r o u n d f l o o r u n t i l a t l e a s t 1 8 6 3 ( 1 8 4 ) , b u t b y 
1 8 8 5 h a d b e e n r e m o v e d t o a r o o m o n t h e u p p e r f l o o r , w h e r e i t w a s 
a v a i l a b l e f r o m 1 0 a . m . t o 1 0 p . m . ( 1 8 5 ) . 
T h e a c t u a l m e m b e r s h i p s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n i n t h e o r d e r p f o n e 
t h i r d o f t h e l e g a i p r o f e s s i o n i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s , o r p o s s i b l y l e s s . 
I n 1 8 8 5 t h e r e w e r e o n l y t h i r t y t h r e e m e m b e r s ( 1 8 6 ) a l t h o u g h t h e r e s i -
d e n t i a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n h a d b y t h e n b e e n e x t e n d e d t o i n c l u d e r e s i d e n c e 
w i t h i n t e n m i l e s o f P l y m o u t h G u i l d h a l l ; i n 1 8 8 1 t h e r e w e r e 1 3 0 m e m b e r s 
o f t h e l e g a i p r o f e s s i o n i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s a l o n e , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
C e n s u s r e t u r n s . T h e f u n d s a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e p u r c h a s e o f b o o k s a n d 
p e r i o d i c a l s w a s a u t o m a t i c a l l y g o v e r n e d b y t h e i n c o m e f r o m s u b s c r i p t i o n s , 
a n d m u s t c o n s e q u e n t l y h a v e b e e n c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l . T h e g r o w t h o f 
t h e L a w L i b r a r y m u s t h a v e b e e n s l o w a n d s t e a d y , a l t h o u g h d e t a i l s a r e 
l a c k i n g b e c a u s e t h i s v / a s y e t a n o t h e r L i b r a r y w h i c h s u f f e r e d t h e c o m p l e t e 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f i t s r e c o r d s i n 1 9 4 1 . B y 1 8 3 6 t h e b o o k s t o c k w a s n e a r l y 
6 0 0 v o l u m e s ( 1 8 7 ) , a n a v e ' r a g e n e t a n n u a l g a i n o f 3 0 v o l u m e s w h i c h s e e m s 
t o h a v e c o n t i n u e d a t t h e s a m e a v e r a g e r a t e o v e r t h e n e x t f e w y e a r s , 
f o r i n 1 8 8 5 t h e s t o c k w a s d e s c r i b e d a s " a b o u t 2 , 0 0 0 v o l u m e s - l a w 
r e p o r t s , s t a t u t e s ' , a n d t e x t b o o k s " ( 1 8 8 ) . A " c a t a l o g n e a l p h a b e t i c a l l y 
a r r a n g e d " ( 1 8 9 ) w a s p r i n t e d i n 1 8 6 5 , b u t n o c o p y h a s s u r v i v e d . T h e 
s i z e o f t h e L i b r a r y w a s e v i d e n t l y g i v i n g c o n c e r n t o t h e P l y m o u t h P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y b y 1 8 8 0 f o r t h e l a t t e r w a s s h o r t o f s p a c e f o r i t s o w n s t o c k , a n d 
t h e s p a c e m u s t h a v e b e g u n t o a p p e a r m o r e a t t r a c t i v e t h a n t h e a n n u a l 
r e n t a l i t r e c e i v e d . O n e m o t i o n t o e j e c t t h e L a w L i b r a r y w a s d e f e a t e d 
i n 1 8 7 9 , b u t t h e l e s s w e l c o m i n g a t t i t u d e t o t h e L a w L i b r a r y p l u s t h e i r 
o w n e x p e r i e n c e o f i n c r e a s i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s i n u s i n g t h e i r k t o c k i n a s m a l l 
s p a c e p r o b a b l y c o m b i n e d t o b r i n g a b o u t t h e d e c i s i o n t o m o v e . I n 1 8 8 7 
t h e S o c i e t y m o v e d t o r o o m s i n A t h e n a e u m L a n e ( 1 9 0 ) , a n d t h e l o n g c o n n e c ­
t i o n w i t h t h e o l d P l y m o u t h P u b l i c L i b r a r y ( P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y ) w a s 
s e v e r e d . 
I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t s o m e v o l u m e s w e r e s o l d a t t h i s t i m e a n d 
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the s i z e s l i g h t l y reduced thereby, f o r the next reference t o the 
Law L i b r a r y d e s c r i b e s i t as c o n t a i n i n g 1,000 volumes (191). As the 
p u b l i c a t i o n making the Statement was e d i t e d by the Borough L i b r a r i a n , 
W.H.K. Wright, i t must be assumed t h a t he i s l i k e l y t o have known what 
th e l i b r a r y was l i k e , but, even a l l o w i n g f o r the f a c t t h a t the f i g u r e 
was c l e a r l y i n d i c a t i v e and not intended t o be exact, the t o t a l seems 
v e r y low; f o r i n 1901 the same w r i t e r d e s c r i b e d the c o l l e c t i o n t o the 
L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Conference at Plymouth as h o l d i n g about 2,500 
volumes, and i n no way can i t be p o s s i b l e t h a t the stock i n c r e a s e d 
by a net annual average r a t e o f 17 5 volumes between 1885 and 1901 t o 
account f o r the discrepancy between these estimates. One p o s s i b i l i t y , 
o f course, i s t h a t the e a r l i e r guide, dated about 1889, was a m i s p r i n t 
o r a mistake which escaped e d i t o r i a l c o r r e c t i o n ; f o r the Catalogue 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1901 provides evidence t h a t the stock was then at l e a s t 
1,750 volumes and could e a s i l y have been over 2,000 volumes, so t h a t 
the 1901 v e r b a l d e s c r i p t i o n o f "about 2,500 volumes" was not too f a r 
out. Another p o s s i b i l i t y i s t h a t the f i g u r e of 1,000 r e p r e s e n t s 
works, i n c l u d i n g p e r i o d i c a l t i t l e s as Single works. However, t h e r e i s 
some a t t r a c t i o n i n the idea t h a t some stock might have been s o l d at the 
time of moving from one l o c a t i o n t o another, f o r i t would h e l p t o 
e x p l a i n how the S o c i e t y c o u l d a f f o r d t o b i n d , r e p a i r and r e b i n d as much 
of i t s stock as e v i d e n t l y happened. The S o c i e t y ' s income i n 1885 had 
been £34. 13s., of which r e n t and other expenses absorbed n e a r l y £20, 
l e a v i n g l e s s than £15 t o be spent on books and b i n d i n g (192), and t h e r e 
i s no reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t the a v a i l a b l e income f o r books and b i n d i n g 
suddenly increased towards t h e end of the Century. Yet, the evidence 
of the stock which survived t o 1982, (over 2,000 volumes which are 
c u r r e n t l y w a i t i n g f i n a l d i s p o s a l through the secondhand book t r a d e ) , 
Shows t h a t a c r e d i t a b l e amount o f maintenance was devoted t o the 
stock probably i n t h i s l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h -
c e n t u r y p e r i o d . Apart from p u b l i s h e r s ' b i n d i n g s and cases, o n l y a 
handful of the s u r v i v i n g volumes from the pre-1914 p e r i o d have not been 
bound or r e p a i r e d i n one of t h e Standard s t y l e s adopted by the L i b r a r y . 
The e x c e p t i o n s are themselves mostly bound i n c a l f and were p u b l i s h e d 
before 1860, probably forming some of t h e e a r l y a c q u i s i t i o n s of the 
L i b r a r y . The remaining volumes, the l a r g e m a j o r i t y of which were 
p u b l i s h e d before 1900, i n c l u d e many eighteenth-century and n i n e t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y items. Many are i n h a l f l e a t h e r and buckram, or h a l f buckram 
and paper boards, w i t h a few i n q u a r t e r l e a t h e r and buckram. These 
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volumes n e a r l y a i l c o n t a l n the post-1871 bookplate ( F l g . 42) which 
had e v i d e n t l y been attached a f t e r b i n d i n g o r r e b i n d i n g and not a f f i x e d 
over an o l d e r bookplate; but the gênerai impression i s th a t t h e bulk 
of t h e b i n d i n g s probably date from t he p e r i o d of a décade or so e i t h e r 
s i d e o f the t u m of the century, although s m a l l q u a n t i f i e s e v i d e n t l y 
were continued i n t h i s century. Nothing can be proved, but i t i s 
a common p r a c t i c e f o r l i b r a r i e s t o be examined more c l o s e l y at the time 
of removal, and i t seems p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s might have happened i n the 
Law L i b r a r y . I f so, the l i k e l y d i s p o s a i s would have been d u p l i c a t e 
Works and o l d éditions of standard works, f o r the rétention o f as 
complète as p o s s i b l e s e t s of r e p o r t s , d i g e s t s , s t a t u t e s , e t c . were 
e s s e n t i e l t o the e f f e c t i v e working o f the L i b r a r y . Whatever t he source 
of the income, i n 1900 t h e e x c e p t i o n a l l y l a r g e sums of £87 and £24 
were spent on new books and b i n d i n g r e s p e c t i v e l y , proljably i n s p i r e d by 
the imminent v i s i t of the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Conférence which i n c l u d e d 
the Law L i b r a r y among i t s v i s i t s . ' In 1901, the t o t a l sum earmarked 
f o r books and bi n d i n g was reduced t o £45 (193). 
In 1905 the S o c i e t y and i t s L i b r a r y noved from Athenaeum lane 
t o the ground f l o o r of the Plymouth Law Chambers i n P r i n c e s s Sqijare, 
where i t remained f o r many years. In 1912 the c o l l e c t i o n c ontained 
about 2,100 volumes, and the Catalogue p r i n t e d i n t h a t year a l s o 
c o n t a i n s the régulations under which t h e L i b r a r y operated (194). The 
régulations mention the L i b r a r i a n t h r e e t i m e s , and i t must be presumed 
t h a t t h e S o c i e t y appointed e i t h e r an Honorary L i b r a r i a n or a pa r t - t i m e 
L i b r a r i a n t o a d m l i i l s t e r i t s c o l l e c t i o n from t h e time i t severed t h e 
connection w i t h t h e P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y ; i t i s not c l e a r from t he 
wording o f the r e l e v a n t régulations which o f these courses had been 
adopted - or perhaps both expédients. The t i t l e L i b r a r i a n was used 
i n connection w i t h i s s u i n g and s h e l v i n g books; t h e r e was a l s o one 
re f e r e n c e t o "the L i b r a r i a n or C u r a t o r " i n connection w i t h demand n o t i c e s 
f o r f i n e s . I t i s not impossible t h a t the s i t u a t i o n i n 1912 was s i m i l a r 
t o t h a t of récent years, i n which a Member h e l d the o f f i c e of Curator 
(or Hon. L i b r a r i a n ) and a f u l l t i m e or p a r t t i m e L i b r a r i a n was employed 
t o care f o r t h e L i b r a r y on a day t o day b a s i s . 
The régulations i n 1912 pe r m i t t e d books t o be borrowed o n l y by 
Members or "by a person i n the employ of and producing the w r i t t e n order 
of a Member", and a loans r e g i s t e r was maintained i n which t h e L i b r a r i a n , 
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or i n h i s absence the borrower, had t o enter d e t a i l s of loans. Only the 
L i b r a r i a n was p e r m i t t e d t o r e p l a c e books on the shelves. Loans were 
l i m i t e d t o t h r e e days, i n c l u d i n g the day of i s s u e and r e t u r n but excluding 
Sundays. No member c o u l d borrow more than t h r e e textbooks at any one 
time u n l e s s f o r bona f i d e use i n a Court of Law. F i n e s of I s . were 
imposed f o r every breech o f the r e g u l a t i o n s , p l u s 6d. per day f o r 
overdue books, and i f f i n e s were not paid w i t h i n seven days, the 
offender was debarred from the use of the L i b r a r y . The L i b r a r y was 
open every day "during the hours f o r which the Committee recommends 
S o l i c i t o r s ' O f f i c e s t o be open, but may be c l o s e d from 1 t o 2'.' Every 
September the borrowing f a c i l i t i e s were suspended f o r t h r e e c l e a r days 
during which t h e stock was checked by two members of t h e Committee. I t 
i s c l e a r from these r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t some k i n d of c o n t r o l over access 
t o the L i b r a r y was i n Operation, but t h i s might have been e x e r c i s e d by 
someone i n the g e n e r a l o f f i c e o f the Law Chambers i n which the L i b r a r y 
was s i t u a t e d , and not n e c e s s a r i l y someone on duty i n the L i b r a r y i t s e l f . 
The evidence of the s u r v i v i n g stock suggests t h a t the bulk of 
i t was acquired through regulär s u b s c r i p t i o n and purchase. Very few 
volumes show evidence o f t h e i r provenance, although i t i s l i k e l y t h a t 
some i n S c r i p t i o n s were removed and destroyed when the volumes were 
rebound. Two volumes of Blackstone's Reports 1801 bear the s i g n a t u r e s 
of Joseph Pridham and a former i n d e c i p h e r a b l e owner. Several volumes 
of P e t e r s d o r f f ' s Reports 1825-30 are signed C h r i s t o p h e r V. Bridgman, 
s o l l e i t o r of T a v i s t o c k . Both works could have been donations. Two 
d e f i n i t e donations. Law chronicle 1855 and Law Student's magazine 1853, 
were presented t o the L i b r a r y i n 1909 by the Plymouth Stonehouse and 
Devonport Law Students' S o c i e t y , which had a s h e l f of books w i t h i n the 
L i b r a r y . 
The e a r l i e s t h i n t about the Organisation o f stock appears 
to be the 1885 r e f e r e n c e a l r e a d y mentioned of " .... 2,000 volumes of 
law r e p o r t s , S t a t u t e s and textbooks'.' These t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s are the 
n a t u r a l d i v i s i o n s i n t h e subject of Law, and the catalogues of 1901 and 
1912 c o n t a i n shelfmarks which have been r e c o n s t r u c t e d and c o n f i r m the 
arrangement. The 1901 Catalogue (195) r e v e a l e d t h a t i n the Athenaeum 
Lane accommodatIon the L i b r a r y had eight bookcases, A - H, of which 
A t o F d e f i n i t e l y had t e n shelves and G and H at l e a s t nine shelves. The 
bookcases were e v i d e n t l y l a t e r a l l y adjacent, f o r t h e stock was 
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a r r a n g e d i n t h e o r d e r o f s h e l v e s A l t o H i , f o l l o w e d b y A 2 t o H 2 , a n d s o 
o n . T h e s e b o o k c a s e s c o n t a i n e d t h e r e p o r t s s e q u e n c e , t h e w o r k s b e i n g 
s h e l v e d i n a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r o f a u t h o r o r t i t l e , w h i c h e v e r w a s m o s t 
a p p r o p r i a t e ; f o l i o s w e r e i n F . l O a n d F I O . T h e r e w e r e i n a d d i t i o n t h r e e 
b o o k c a s e s I , J a n d K , c o n s i s t i n g o f s i x s h e l v e s e a c h o f p e r i o d i c a l s a n d 
s t a t u t e s . B o o k c a s e s O a n d P c o n t a i n e d s i x s h e l v e s f u l l o f t r e a t i s e s 
a n d t e x t b o o k s a r r a n g e d i n w h a t a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a r o u g h s u b j e c t 
o r d e r . S i n g l e s h e l v e s d e s i g n a t e d R I O , S l O a n d V l O c o n t a i n e d a c o n c e n ­
t r a t i o n o f v e r y o l d w o r k s , t h e o l d e s t , b e i n g W e s t ' s Simboleography 1610; 
p r o b a b l y t h e s e s e p a r a t e s h e l v e s w e r e s o m e f o r m o f e x t r a - s e c u r e l o c a t i o n . 
T h e s t o c k h a d t o b e r e a r r a n g e d i n t o d i f f e r e n t b o o k c a s e s w h e n t h e L i b r a r y 
m o v e d t o t h e L a w C h a m b e r s . T h i s t i m e , t h e r e w e r e f o u r b o o k c a s e s A t o D , 
e a c h w i t h e l e v e n s h e l v e s , o f w h i c h t h e b o t t o m r o w s A 1 1 t o D 1 1 w e r e 
r e s e r v e d f o r o v e r s i z e v o l u m e s . T h e r e p o r t s s e q u e n c e r e m a i n e d i n i t s 
f o r m e r a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r , b u t w a s a r r a n g e d i n v e r t i c a l s h e l f o r d e r , 
f r o m A 1 - A 1 0 , B 1 - B 1 0 e t c . S h e l v e s B 6, B 9 a n d B l O c o n t a i n e d 
s t a t u t e s a n d b o o k c a s e D h e l d a m i x t u r e o f r e p o r t s , d i g e s t s , t e x t b o o k s 
a n d p e r i o d i c a l s . F o u r m o r e b o o k c a s e s E t o H c o n t a i n e d t h e t e x t b o o k s 
a n d t r e a t i s e s i n t h e i r f o r m e r r o u g h s u b j e c t o r d e r , p l u s s o m e p e r i o d i c a l s 
a n d r e p o r t s i n G ; b o o k c a s e H w a s d e v o t e d s o l e l y t o S o l i c i t o r ' s journal. 
T h e S o c i e t y p r i n t e d c a t a l o g u e s i n a t l e a s t t h e y e a r s 1 8 6 5 , 1 9 0 1 
a n d 1 9 1 2 , a n d p o s s i b l y i n o t h e r y e a r s o f w h i c h n o r e c o r d s u r v i v e s . T h e 
1 8 5 5 e d i t i o n d o e s n o t s e e m , t o h a v e s u r v i v e d , . a n d a l l ' t h a t i s k n o w n a b o u t 
i t i s t h a t i t w a s " a l p h a b e t i c a l l y a r r a n g e d ' . ' T h e 1 9 0 1 e d i t i o n w a s 
a s i n g l e a l p h a b e t i c a l s e q u e n c e c o n t a i n i n g e n t r i e s f o r a u t h o r s , s u b j e c t s 
a n d s e r i e s . T h e 1 9 1 2 a r r a n g e m e n t w a s d i f f e r e n t , c o n s i s t i n g o f e i g h t 
s e c t i o n s w h i c h w e r e e v i d e n t l y d e s i g n e d t o g i v e t h e u s e r m o r e d e t a i l e d 
h e l p . T h e f i r s t t w o s e c t i o n s c o n s i s t e d o f t h e t e x t b o o k s a n d t r e a t i s e s 
i n a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r o f a u t h o r s ' n a m e s a n d s u b j e c t s ; t h e n e x t t w o 
c o n s i s t e d o f t h e r e p o r t s , f i r s t b y a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r o f c o m p i l e r s ' 
n a m e s , t h e n b y t h e v a r i o u s C o u r t s t o w h i c h t h e y r e l a t e d . T h e l a s t 
f o u r g r o u p s w e r e : d i g e s t s o f r e p o r t s ; s t a t u t e s ; l e g a l p e r i o d i c a l s ; 
a n d l i t e r a t u r e a n d m i s c e l l a n e o u s b o o k s ; a n d f i n a l l y a v e r y b r i e f e n t r y 
w a s m a d e f o r e n c y c l o p a e d i a s . 
I n 1 9 1 4 , t h e t e r m i n a l d a t e o f t h i s s t u d y , t h e L i b r a r y w a s o n e 
y e a r s h o r t o f i t s c e n t e n a r y , a n d t h e e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t i t w a s t h e n 
a s i g n i f i c a n t , l a r g e l i b r a r y , b e i n g a c t i v e l y u s e d a n d m a i n t a i n e d b y 
m e m b e r s o f t h e l e g a l p r o f e s s i o n i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s a n d s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a . 
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9.6.2 Plymouth, Stonehouse and Devonport Law Students' S o c i e t y 
In about 1874 i t was decided t o set up the above-named 
S o c i e t y , and i n 1877 the i?uies were p r i n t e d . A copy o f the r u l e s 
h.as s u r v i v e d , together w i t h t h e S o c i e t y ' s Minutes from 1878 t o 1923, 
and i t i s from these two sources t h a t the f o l l o w i n g account has been 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d (196) . 
The S o c i e t y was formed i n about 1874 w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g 
obj ect s: 
" t he d i s c u s s i o n o f a l l questions not of a r e l i g i o u s 
c h a r a c t e r , preference being given t o Legal and J u r i s p r u ­
d e n t i a l s u b j e c t s , t h e C u l t i v a t i o n o f the A r t of P u b l i c 
Speaking, Argument, and Advocacy, and the improvement o f 
the Members i n t h e P r a c t i c e and Study of the Law'.' 
There were t h r e e c l a s s e s o f members. The main c l a s s was Ord i n a r y Member, 
c o n s i s t i n g of students who intended t o become b a r r i s t e r s or s o l i c i t o r s , 
and t h e management re s t e d w i t h t h i s c l a s s . Honorary Members were 
b a r r i s t e r s , conveyancers and s o l i c i t o r s , and E x t r a o r d i n a r y Members were 
those who d i d not f a l l i n t o e i t h e r of the f i r s t two c l a s s e s . Admission 
was by b a l l o t , one black b a l l i n four t o exclude. The E x e c u t i v e was 
e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y and c o n s i s t e d o f P r e s i d e n t , Treasurer, S e c r e t a r y and 
two Members; the Honorary Members were e l i g i b l e t o be e l e c t e d as 
P r e s i d e n t , but the other o f f i c e s were f i l l e d by Ordinary Members. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s were low, as b e f i t t e d the student s t a t u s o f most 
members - 5s. per annum, except Honorary Members who p a i d 10s. 6d. 
I t appears t h a t f o r t h e f i r s t few years the S o c i e t y had 
access o f some k i n d t o the Law S o c i e t y ' s L i b r a r y , although t h e l a t t e r 
was s t i l l i n the P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y and e v i d e n t l y the students were 
not expected t o belong t o the l a t t e r . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e r u l e , 
s t a t i n g t h a t a I s . f i n e would be l e v i e d " f o r t a k i n g away any Books 
or Reports from t he Law L i b r a r y which r e f e r t o the p o i n t f o r d i s c u s s i o n 
at t h e next ensuing Meeting u n t i l t h e evening o f the day o f Meeting", 
might have been intended t o a p p l y o n l y t o Honorary Members. The 
S o c i e t y d i d not e s t a b l i s h a l i b r a r y of i t s own u n t i l 1880, when i t 
was r e s o l v e d t o ta k e £5 o f t h e c r e d i t balance o f £8, f o r : 
"... the formation o f a l e g a l l i b r a r y , which, through 
the g e n e r o s i t y of, a few gentlemen a l r e a d y numbers 
se v e r a l volumes'.' 
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The establishment was delayed f o r a w h i l e because i t was known t h a t t h e 
Plymouth Incorporated Law S o c i e t y was about t o add t o i t s L i b r a r y , and 
t h e r e was no wish t o r i s k the s m a l l c a p i t a l sum on d u p l i c a t i n g stock; 
but i t was r e s o l v e d t o spend t he money as soon as p o s s i b l e and t o make 
such régulations as might be found necessary w i t h regard t o the l e n d i n g 
o f books. The o n l y other référence t o the L i b r a r y i n the next t e n years 
was the s u b s c r i p t i o n from at l e a s t 1882 t o Law student's journal and 
t o t he Law S o c i e t y . One i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t which a l s o émerges i n t h e 
same décade i s t h a t t h e membership o f the S o c i e t y became overwhelmingly 
t h a t o f Honorary Members i n s t e a d o f the Ordinary Members, v i z . law 
stu d e n t s , f o r whom i t had been intended. In 1880-1 there were 87 members 
of whom o n l y 26 were i n the Ord i n a r y category; by 1884 the l a t t e r had 
d e c l i n e d from 29 t o 1 4 , and the f u t u r e o f the S o c i e t y was threatened; 
but i t e v i d e n t l y recovered. 
In 1890 the S o c i e t y wrote t o the Plymouth Law S o c i e t y , a s k i n g 
p e r m i s s i o n t o keèp i t s small c o l l e c t i o n of books on a s h e l f i n t h e 
l a t t e r ' s Law L i b r a r y , and permission was r e c e i v e d on c o n d i t i o n t h a t : 
"... L i b r a r y t o be used d u r i n g t h e hours and no use made 
of the Room by Students not a r t i c l e d t o members of the 
Law S o c i e t y f o r t a k i n g books from the Law Library'.' 
In October 1890 the S o c i e t y decided t o purchase Law gazette f o r weekly 
c i r c u l a t i o n among members of the S o c i e t y , and i t was a l s o r e s o l v e d t h a t 
the e x i s t i n g crédit balance should be used by the Committee t o purchase 
books and p e r i o d i c a l s f o r the b e n e f i t o f the O r d i n a r y Members. In 1893 
a c u r i o u s référence i s made t o t h e " L i b r a r i a n ' s fee'.' 
"The question of the L i b r a r i a n ' s fee was then brough: before 
t h e meeting and a f t e r some d i s c u s s i o n i t was s e t t l e d t o 
a l l o w himé 1 5 / - ( f i f t e e n s h i l l i n g ) and not t o engage him 
f o r t h e coming session u n t i l a f t e r the question had been 
t h r o u g h l y gone i n t o w i t h t h e proposed L i b r a r y Rules'.' 
T h i s sounds as though t h e r e might bave been a p a i d L i b r a r i a n o f the 
Law S o c i e t y who requested payment f o r e x t r a work i n c u r r e d through the 
de p o s i t o f t h e Law Students' S o c i e t y L i b r a r y . Three weeks l a t e r t h e 
matter was s o r t e d out: 
"The l i b r a r y r u l e s were drawn up and passed and i t was agreed 
t o e l e c t an Ordinary Member t o f i l l t he post of Honorary 
L i b r a r i a n ' ; 
More books were added t o the L i b r a r y i n 1894 , cuid i n 1896 the Honorary 
L i b r a r i a n was a u t h o r i s e d t o dispose of s u r p l u s c o p i e s of any books i n 
the L i b r a r y ; t h e f i r s t référence t o b i n d i n g a l s o occurs i n 1896 , when 
i t was decided t o bind Law notes and Law Society journal. The S o c i e t y 
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h i l l t up a u s e f u l c o l l e c t l o n of t e x t b o o k s , although o n l y very s l o w l y , 
f o r t y p i c a l parchases were seven new books i n 1902 and the same number 
i n 1903. In 1901 members were concerned about the L i b r a r y , and a s p e c i a l 
sub-committee c o n s i s t l n g of the P r e s i d e n t , Treasurer and Librarían were 
appointed t o c o n s i d e r means of r e c o v e r i n g l i b r a r y books and g i v i n g them 
b e t t e r p r o t e c t i o n . In 1902 a l i b r a r y r e g u l a t i o n was a l t e r e d w i t h the 
e f f e c t t h a t i n f u t u r a : 
"No Volume s h a l l be r e t a i n e d f o r more than 14 days 
i n c l u d i n g the days of i s s u e and r e t u r n u n l e s s an e n t r y 
of renewal be made i n t h e RegisterV 
In 1903 a l i s t o f m i s s i n g books was compiled by the Librarían and a copy 
was sent t o each member, so i t seems as though the problem i d e n t i f i e d 
i n 1901 had not been resolved.' 
The next L i b r a r y r e f e r e n c e comes i n the r e v i s e d Rules which 
were p r i n t e d i n 1907-8, from which i t appears t h a t t he L i b r a r y was 
open l o - 1 and 2 - 5 on weekdays, except Saturdays which were 1 0 - 1 
on l y . Not more than two volumes c o u l d be borrowed, and these c o u l d be 
kept f o r f o u r t e e n days, w i t h overdue charges of 3d. per volume p l u s 
2d. per day. Borrowing was r e s t r i c t e d t o Ordinary Members or a person 
w i t h a w r i t t e n order from an Ordinary Member, and p a r t i c u l a r s of t h e 
volumes borrowed were t o be entered i n the R e g i s t e r by the Librarían, 
or i n h i s absence, the borrower; s i m i l a r l y , on r e t u r n , the volumes were 
to be marked o f f i n the R e g i s t e r . Each October the Honorary Librarían 
had t o examine the books and r e p o r t any d e f i c i e n c i e s t o the Committee; 
the Librarían was a l so empowered t o o b t a i n books d u r i n g the summer months 
when t h e S o c i e t y a pparently suspended a c t i v i t i e s , provided he had the 
consent o f a m a j o r i t y o f the Committee. Occasional examples of t h e 
a c t u a l books which were purchased were noted i n the Minutes, r e v e a l i n g 
t h a t t h e r e was almost c e r t a i n l y some o v e r l a p w i t h the Law S o c i e t y ' s 
textbook and t r e a t i s e s s e c t i o n . The works were standard t e x t s on 
s u b j e c t s such as company law, t o r t s , e q u i t y , c r i m i n a l law, t r u s t s , 
c o n t r a c t , common law and conveyancing. 
These scanty scraps of Information suggest t h a t i n 1914 the 
S o c i e t y possessed a u s e f u l , a l b e i t s m a l l , c o l l e c t l o n , which was a c t i v e l y 
used by law students i n the Three Towns. In 1914 the S o c i e t y 
decided t o changa i t s ñame, t o Plymouth Law Students S o c i e t y on the 
same date t h a t the amalgamation of t h e Three Towns took p l a c e . 
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C H A P T E R T E N . T H E L I B R A R I E S O F T H E A R M E D S E R V I C E S 
T h e l i b r a r i e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n d e s c r i b e d i n t h e p r e c e d i n g 
c h a p t e r s h a v e b e e n c i v i l i a n l i b r a r i e s , a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y r é f é r e n c e s 
h a v e b e e n m a d e i n t h e i r h i s t o r i é s t o t h e a d m i s s i o n o f m i l i t a r y a n d 
n a v a l p e r s o n n e l , u s u a l l y s p e c i f i e d a s " o f f i c e r s ' . ' I n t h e h i s t o r y o f 
t h e D e v o n p o r t C i v i l a n d M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y i t w a s f o i a n d t h a t t h i s 
c u r i o u s n a m e h a d b e e n a c q u i r e d b e c a u s e o f t h e m e r g e r o f t h e f o r m e r 
G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y f r o m t h e C i t a d e l w i t h i t s s t o c k , a n d t h i s w a s o n e 
o f a f e w l o c a l d u e s t h a t t h e r e m u s t h a v e b e e n s o m e l i b r a r i e s 
p r o v i d e d b y o r f o r t h e m e n o f t h e A r m y , N a v y a n d R o y a l M a r i n e s . T h e 
s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h a t s e c t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e T h r e e T o w n s w a s 
s t r e s s e d i n t h e o c c u p a t i o n a n a l y s e s i n C h a p t e r 2 , w h e r e i t w a s f o \ a n d 
t h a t a t t i m e s o n e p e r s o n i n e v e r y t w o o r t h r e e a d u l t m a i e s i n D e v o n p o r t 
o r S t o n e h o u s e w a s a s e r v i c e m a n , a n d t h a t t h e o v e r a l l r a t i o i n t h e 
T h r e e T o w n s w a s a s h i g h a s o n e i n f i v e , a n d n o t l e s s t h a n o n e i n t e n , 
d u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . T h e j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r p a y i n g 
s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o t h e h i s t o r y o f l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n f o r t h e A r m e d 
S e r v i c e s i s t h e r e f o r e s e l f - e v i d e n t . V e r y l i t t l e r é s e a r c h s e e m s t o 
h a v e b e e n c a r r i e d o u t i n t o t h e h i s t o r y o f A r m y , N a v y a n d R o y a l M a r i n e 
l i b r a r i e s , a n d s o i n o r d e r t o f i n d o u t m o r e a b o u t t h e b a c k g r o u n d 
a g a i n s t w h i c h t h e l o c a l f i n d i n g s c o u l d b e s e t , i t b a s b e e n n e c e s s a r y t o 
u n d e r t a k e c o n s i d é r a b l e r é s e a r c h a m o n g s t t h e p r i m a r y s o u r c e s o f t h e 
h i s t o r y o f n a v a l a n d m i l i t a r y g o v e r n m e n t a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . T h i s h a s 
s h o w n t h a t t h e r e a r e p r o b l e m ' s c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e é v i d e n c e f o r l i b r a r i e s 
w h i c h a r e u n u s u d l , a n d w h i c h a f f e c t t h e f i n d i n g s a n d p r é s e n t a t i o n o f 
m a t é r i e l o n t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e A r m e d S e r v i c e s l i b r a r i e s . 
T h e P r o b l e m s c e n t r e a r o u n d t h e n a t u r e o f t h e r e c o r d s o f t h e 
S e r v i c e s . T h e o f f i c i a i e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f l i b r a r i e s i s a p o l i c y m a t t e r 
d e c i d e d a t G o v e r n m e n t l e v e l a n d g i v e n e f f e c t b y m e a n s c f G e n e r a l O r d e r s 
f r o m t h e W a r O f f i c e o r A d m i r a l t y t o t h e C o m m a n d i n g O f f i c e r s . T h e r u l e s 
f o r a d m i n i s t e r i n g s u c h l i b r a r i e s a r e t h e r e a f t e r l a i d d o w n i n t h e 
Régulations o f t h e a p p r o p r i a t e S e r v i c e , a n d n o r m a l l y t h è s e r u l e s a n d 
r é g u l a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g l i b r a r i e s a l s o e m b o d y a r e q u i r e m e n t t h a t r e p o r t s 
o r S t a t i s t i c a l r e t u r n s s h o u l d b e m a d e o n t h e l i b r a r i e s b y s p e c i f i e d 
o f f i c e r s a t s p e c i f i e d i n t e r v a i s . L i b r a r y b o o k s w e r e t r e a t e d s i m i l a r l y 
t o o t h e r s t o r e s , f o r w h i c h t h e r e w e r e e x t e n s i v e s t o c k - c h e c k p r o c é d u r e s . 
T h e s e r e p o r t s a n d s t a t i s t i c s w e r e s e n t u p t o L o n d o n a s c o m m a n d e d , a n d 
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t h e r e are tvro consequences t o t h i s . F i r s t l y , t h e r e i s l i t t l e or 
n o t h i n g l e f t i n the way of l o c a l a r c h i v e s r e l a t i n g t o the l i b r a r i e s ; 
and even i f l o c a l l i b r a r y r e c o r d s d i d s u r v i v e , such as i s s u e r e g i s t e r s 
or o t h e r documentatIon, i t seems t h a t they d i d not s u r v i v e f o r long; i t 
appears t o be t h e general p r a c t i c a i n s e r v i c e establishments t o d e s t r o y 
non-current r e c o r d s i n t h e i n t e r e s t of e f f i c i e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
c o n f i d e n t i n the knowledge t h a t r e c o r d s c onceminq p e r s o n n e l , equipment, 
Stores, and any other important niatters have been descatched t o the 
c e n t r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n London. Secondly, however, the o r i g i n a l 
r e t u r n s t o the A d m i r a l t y and War O f f i c e are o f f e n no longer a v a i l a b l e 
f o r t h e prc-1914 p e r i o d ; o r , the f l i e s have been so s e v e r e l y pruned 
before d e p o s i t i n the P u b l i c Record O f f i c e t h a t l i t t l e remains of the 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y unimportant d e t a i l s amongst which l i b r a r i e s seem t o have 
been i n c l u d e d . The f i n a n c i a l r e c o r d s of Estimates and Approprlations 
are o f t e n not a v a i l a b l e i n s u f f i c i e n t d e t a i l t o r e v e a l l i b r a r y expendi-
t u r e . In recent years t h e r e have been o f f i c i a l attempts t o preserve 
anythir.g which had escaped d e s t r u c t i o n and v.'hich formcd p a r t c f the 
h i s t o r y c f the i n d i v i d u a l S e r v i c e s . The a p p r o p r i a t e l i b r a r i e s and 
musev ims o f the S e r v i c e ? have been contacted i n the search f o r l i b r a r y 
r e c o r d s , with l i t t l e s u c c e s s although the v a r i o u s a r c h i v i s t s and c u r a t o r s 
v.-ere h e l p f u l and very i n t e r e s t e d i n the author' s attempt t o p i e c e 
t o g e t h e r the h i s t o r y of the v a r i o u s S e r v i c e l i b r a r i e s , which appears 
t o be t h e f i r s t p r o f e s s i o n a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o t h a t s u b j e c t . The 
g e n e r a l outcome o f t h i s problem over o r i g i n a l source m a t e r i a l seems t o 
be t h a t the nature of l o c a l l i b r a r i e s of the Armed S e r v i c e s has o f t e n 
t o be i n t e r p r e t e d i n the context of the Orders and Regulations which 
govern the a p p r o p r i a t e S e r v i c e , upon the reasonable assumption t h a t such 
Orders and r e g u l a t i o n s v.'ere put i n t o l o c a l e f f e c t as part of m i l i t a r y 
and n a v a l d i s c l i p l i n e . 
The second part o f the problem of evidence a r i s e s frora t he 
inherent m o b i l i t y of the s e r v i c e u n i t s such as regiments and s h i p s ; 
these might be present i n an area such as the Three Towns f o r a short 
w h i l e , sometimes perhaps a few years as a m i l i t a r y defence f o r c e or a 
guardship, sometimes o n l y a few days, such as a reqiment i n t r a n s i t or 
a s h i p c a l l i n g i n t o the p o r t t o p i c k up Stores. T h i s has a few 
i m p l i c a t i o n s . For example, a f t e r seamen's l i b r a r i e s had been estab-
1 i s h e d as a norm.al f a c i l i t y on each s h i p , i t can be assxomed t h a t ships 
present- at the Three Tovms c a r r i e d such f a c i l i t i e s and t h a t t h e r e 
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w e r e t h e r e f o r e i n t h e a r e a a n u m b e r o f l i b r a r i e s w h i c h c a n n o t b e 
s t u d i e d i n d i v i d u a l l y , o n l y g e n e r i c a l l y . T h e r e i s a l s o t h e s t r e n g 
p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t s o m e o f t h e m e n w h o m a d e u s e o f A r m y a n d N a v y 
l i b r a r i e s , o r w h o h a d s o m e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r o v e r s e e i n g t h e m , s u c h 
a s c a p t a i n s , s c h o o l m a s t e r s , o r c l e r g y , w i l l h a v e r e c o r d e d o c c a s i o n a l 
c o m m e n t o n t h e l i b r a r i e s , p e r h a p s i n l e t t e r s , l o g b o o k s , d i a r i e s , 
r e g i m e n t a l r e c o r d s , o r a n y o t h e r p r i v a t e o r o f f i c i a i c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
o f a c o m p a r a t i v e l y e p h e m e r a l n a t u r e . T h e r e c o v e r y o f t h a t t y p e o f 
e v i d e n c e i s , h o w e v e r , v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e a t p r e s e n t , a n d w o u l d d é p e n d 
v e r y m u c h o n t h e e d i t i n g a n d i n d e x i n g o f s u c h r e c o r d s i n o r d e r t o 
r e v e a l a n y l i b r a r y i n f o r m a t i o n o f a c a s u a l n a t u r e . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , d e s p i t e t h e p r o b l e m s a r i s i n g f r o m t h e p e c u l i a r 
n a t u r e o f t h e S e r v i c e s t h e m s e l v e s , t h e a u t h o r h a s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t i t 
i s i m p o r t a n t t o i n v e s t i g a t e i n s o m e d e p t h t h e n a t u r e a n d e x t e n t o f 
t h e l i b r a r i e s o f t h e A r m e d S e r v i c e s i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s a n d t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l c o n t e x t . T h e r e a r e f e w p l a c e s i n t h e c o u n t r y i n w h i c h s u c h 
m a j o r n a v a l , m i l i t a r y a n d m a r i n e e s t a b l i s h m e n t s e x i s t e d , a n d t h e T h r e e 
T o w n s c a n p e r h a p s b e p a r a l l e l e d i n t h i s r e s p e c t o n l y b y L o n d o n a n d 
P o r t s m o u t h . I f t h e s u b j e c t o f l i b r a r i e s f o r s e r v i c e m e n i s t o b e 
r e s e a r c h e d , t h e r e f o r e , i t i s o n l y i n s u c h a n a r e a a s t h e T h r e e T o w n s 
t h a t t h e y a r e l i k e l y t o m a k e a c o l l e c t i v e a n d n o t i c e a b l e i m p a c t o n t h e 
l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n o f t h e a r e a . C o n s e q u e n t l y , n o t o n l y h a v e t h e f e w 
l o c a l s c r a p s o f e v i d e n c e b e e n c a r e f u l l y g a t h e r e d , b u t a s e a r c h h a s b e e n 
m a d e o f t h e a p p r o p r i a t e s o u r c e s f r o m w h i c h i t h a s b e e n p o s s i b l e t o 
p r e s e n t a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s f i l l i n g a g a p i n t h e l i b r a r y h i s t o r y o f 
t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m . 
B e f o r e t u r n i n g t o e a c h o f t h e S e r v i c e s i t m i g h t b e h e l p f u l 
t o s u m m a r i s e a f e w g e n e r a l f i n d i n g s w h i c h w i l l h e l p t o p u t t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l S e r v i c e s i n t h e w i d e r c o n t e x t . 
T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t a n d g r o w t h o f l i b r a r i e s f o r t h e g e n e r a l 
c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y h a s i t s r o o t s l a r g e l y 
i n t h e g r o w t h o f l i t e r a c y a n d é d u c a t i o n f o r t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , a n d 
t h i s i s a l s o t r u e o f t h e . l i b r a r i e s f o r t h e S e r v i c e s . H o w e v e r , 
S e r v i c e é d u c a t i o n i s l e s s w e l l k n o w n t h a n t h e h i s t o r y o f c i v i l i a n 
é d u c a t i o n , a n d i t h a s u s u a l l y b e e n f o u n d n e c e s s a r y t o b e g i n t h e s t u d i e s 
o f t h e l i b r a r i e s w i t h s o m e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f l i t e r a c y 
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and éducation, f o r thèse e v e n t u a l l y helped t o produce the c l i m a t e i n 
which l i b r a r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the ranks. As i n c i v i l i a n l i f e , 
however, t h e r e were e a r l i e r l i b r a r i e s , privâtely e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e 
o f f i c e r s who formed the l i t e r a t e and educated équivalent t o the c i v i l i a n 
mi.âdle c l a s s . The broad p a t t e m which seems t o bave been common 
between t h e t h r e e S e r v i c e s , although not n e c e s s a r i l y contemporary w i t h 
each o t h e r , i s f i r s t the émergence of coopérative p r o v i s i o n o f schools 
a n d , l i b r a r i e s as the r e s u i t o f l o c a l i n i t i a t i v e by i n d i v i d u e l o f f i c e r s 
and c a p t a i n s . The l i b r a r i e s were u s u a l l y f o r t h e i r own use; but the 
schoo l s were f o r the b e n e f i t o f the boys and a d u l t s r e c r u i t e d t o t h e 
ranks but who were i l l i t e r a t e o r had l i t t l e use f o r books. Between 
t h e educated, commissioned, o f f i c e r s , and the rcuiks, were t h e non-
commissioned o f f i c e r s , t h e lower grades of which were u s u a l l y appointed 
from t h e ranks but who were r e q u i r e d t o be l i t e r a t e i n order t o be abl e 
t o understand and tr a n s m i t commxinications a f f e c t i n g t h e i r d u t i e s e t c . 
The e a r l i e s t o f f i c i a i récognition o f t h e need f o r éducation i n the S e r v i c e s 
arose i n connection w i t h the need t o educate t h e N.C.O.s f o r promotion, 
and t h e d e s i r a b i l i t y of educating t h e boy r e c r u i t s . A d u l t rankers 
were encouraged but nôt compelled t o attend s c h o o l s , but g r a d u a l l y 
i n c e n t i v e s were provided f o r them t o do so. T h i s i n c r e a s e i n gênerai 
l i t e r a c y t ogether w i t h t h e graduai i n t r o d u c t i o n of examinâtions f o r 
promotion purposes l e d t o the o f f i c i a i establishment o f l i b r a r i e s f o r 
éducation and récréation, 
By the end of the ni n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y there were w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d 
Systems o f l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n i n each o f the t h r e e S e r v i c e s , and some 
a t t e n t i o n was s l o w l y being given t o the improvement o f t h e p r o v i s i o n of 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y t e c h n i c a l l i t e r a t u r e f o r o f f i c e r s , 
Much o f the emphasis, however, was s t i l l on the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r o u t i n e s 
o f t h e l i b r a r y i n response t o the o f f i c i a i s t a t i s t i c a l demands, r a t h e r 
than any r e a l s e r v i c e , and the l a r g e l y V i c t o r i a n p a t t e m o f l i b r a r i e s 
seems t o have been d i s r u p t e d because o f the new a t t i t u d e t o t h e 
servicemen's need f o r books which emerged i n the F i r s t World War, 
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T h e r e g u l a r B r i t l s h A r r a y i s u s u a l l y c o n s i d e r e d t o h a v e b e g u n 
a t t h e t l m e o f t h e R e s t o r a t l o n o f C h a r l e s I I I n 1 6 6 0 ( 1 ) . I t c o n s i s t e d 
e s s e n t i a l l y o f v o l u n t e e r s , f o r " p r e s s e d raen" s u c h a s t h o s e c o m p e l l e d 
I n t o t h e N a v y c o u l d n o t h e c o n t r o l i e d a n d s u p e r v i s e d i n f i e l d c o n d i t i o n s . 
T h e o f f i c e r s w e r e m e n w h o s e c o m m i s s i o n s h a d b e e n p u r c h a s e d , u n t i l t h a t 
s y s t e m f i n a l l y g a v e w a y i n 1 8 7 1 t o c a r e e r p r o g r e s s i o n t h r o u g h a p r o m o t i o n 
s y s t e m w h i c h i n v o l v e d e x a m i n a t i o n s . T h e r a n k a n d f i l e c o n s i s t e d o f b o y s 
a n d raen w h o h a d v o l u n t e e r e d , a n d w h o w e r e a t f i r s t m o s t l y i l i i t e r a t e o r 
a l r a o s t i l l i t e r a t e , h a v i n g f o r g o t t e n w h a t t h e y h a d l e a m e d a t s c h o o l , w h i c h 
t h e y h a d p r o b a b l y l e f t a t cin e a r l y a g e a n d l o n g b e f o r e e n l i s t i n g . I n 
b e t w e e n , t h e r e w e r e t h e n o n - c o m r a i s s i o n e d o f f i c e r s , a n i m p o r t a n t m i d d l e 
g r o u p i n t h e c h a i n o f c o m m a n d . , T h e r e w e r e A r r a y l i b r a r i e s a n d s c h o o l s 
i n s o m e r e g i m e n t s l o n g b e f o r e ' a n y o f f i c i a i p o l i c y w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
t h e s e m a t t e r s , b u t a s t h e o f f i c i a i s y s t e m o f l i b r a r i e s e m e r g e d a s l i t e r a c y 
b e g a n t o i n c r e a s e a m o n g t h e t r o o p s a n d a s e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n r a e n t s b e c a m e 
a n i n t e g r a i p a r t o f t h e p r o m o t i o n s y s t e m , i t i s a p p r o p r i a t e t o b e g i n b y 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m o f t h e A r r a y . 
T h e f i r s t a t t e m p t s t o p r o v i d e s c h o o l s w e r e m a d e b y a f e w 
i n d i v i d u a i o f f i c e r s w h o w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n c e r n e d t o e d u c a t e n o n -
c o m m i s s i o n e d o f f i c e r s f r o m t h e r a n k s . C o l o n e l s b e g a n t o e s t a b l i s h 
r e g i m e n t a l s c h o o l s a n d a p p o i n t s c h o o l m a s t e r s t o e d u c a t e t h e N . C . O . s , 
w i t h t h e e a r l i e s t e x a m p l e s b e i n g i n 1 6 6 2 a t M a d r a s a n d 1 6 7 5 a t T a n g i e r ( 2 ) . 
T h e t l m e a v a i l a b i e f o r t h e e d u c a t i o n o f s o l d i e r s w a s l i m i t e d b e c a u s e o f 
t h e i r f i r s t p r i o r i t y o f railitary d r i l l a n d o t h e r d u t i e s , s o i t b e c a r a e 
t h e c u s t o m f o r t h e s c h o o l m a s t e r s t o e d u c a t e t h e c h i l d r e n o f t h e s o l d i e r s 
t o o c c u p y t h e i r t l m e . I n e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y E n g l a n d r e g i m e n t a l s c h o o l s 
f l o u r i s h e d , a n d t w o i m p o r t a n t o r p h a n a g e s f o r s o l d i e r s ' c h i l d r e n w e r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d a t D u b l i n a n d a t C h e l s e a ; t h e l a t t a r , k n o w n a s t h e R o y a l 
M i l i t a r y A s y l u m , l a t e r b e c a r a e i m p o r t a n t i n t h e b i s t o r y o f railitary 
e d u c a t i o n . A l i o f t h e s e d e v e l o p m e n t s w e r e v o l u n t a r y . T h e f o r m a i e s t a b -
l i s h r a e n t o f g a r r i s o n a n d r e g i m e n t a l s c h o o l s w a s s u g g e s t e d b y t h e D u k e 
o f Y o r k t o L o r d P a l r a e r s f c n , S e c r e t a r y a t W a r , i n A u g u s t 1 8 1 1 ( 3 ) , a n d i n 
D e c e r a b e r t h a t y e a r a G e n e r a l O r d e r ( 4 ) w a s i s s u e d l e a d i n g t o t h e a p p o i n t -
m e n t o f s e r g e a n t - s c h o o l m a s t e r s t o e a c h b a t t a l i o n , t o i n s t r u c t y o u n g 
s o l d i e r s a n d t h e c h i l d r e n o f s o l d i e r s ; t h e s a m e O r d e r p r o v i d e d f o r a n 
a l l o w a n c e o f £ 1 0 f o r b o o k s a n d o t h e r t e a c h i n g r e q u i s i t e s , a n d a 
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subsequent Order i n July 1812 (5) a u t h o r i s e d the p r o v i s i o n of a s p e c i a l 
schoolroom i n each barrack. The B e l l m o n i t o r i a l system o f education 
was introduced at t h e Royal M i l i t a r y Asylum w i t h such great i n i t i a l 
success t h a t t h i s system was adopted f o r t h e Army schools g e n e r a l l y . 
T h i s system was unproductive of school l i b r a r i e s , as was a l s o the case 
i n the c i v i l i a n m o n i t o r i a l Systems, and the e d u c a t i o n a l d e f i c i e n c i e s o f 
the method was d i s c o v e r e d by Army Inspectors at an unscheduled i n s p e c t i o h 
of the Royal M i l i t a r y Asylum i n 1846, when they found t h a t although the 
boys were p h y s i c a l l y w e l l cared f o r , t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l attainments were 
an indictment of t h e t e a c h i n g system (7). A f t e r f o r t y years of Operation 
at Chelsea, t h e o n l y books which were found t h e r e i n 1846 c o n s i s t e d of 
a small c o l l e c t i o n o f BiJbles, Catechisms, s p e l l i n g books, Mrs. Markham's 
History of England, and a volume e n t i t l e d Manners of the Jews (8). 
A number o f changes were introduced i n t o army education. The schools 
were t r a n s f e r r e d from regimental c o n t r o l t o t h a t o f i n s p e c t o r s of education, 
and a p r o f e s s i o n a l corps of schoolmasters was e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h the rank 
and pay of Sergeants. The Royal M i l i t a r y Asylum became t h e "Model s c h o o l " 
and i t was here t h a t a Normal School was founded t o t r a i n the army 
schoolmasters i n a wide ränge of s u b j e c t s i n c l u d i n g : E n g l i s h language, 
r e l i g i o u s knov/ledge, E n g l i s h and ancient h i s t o r y , geography, mathematics, 
astronomy, mechanics, n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , s i n g i n g and drawing, and m i l i t a r y 
f o r t i f i c a t I o n s (9). Schoolmistresses were in t r o d u c e d t o Army g i r l s ' 
schools i n 1840 (10), and i n 1850 the Army e s t a b l i s h e d Infant schools, 
and i n d u s t r i a i s c h o o l s i n which g i r l s l e a r n e d k n i t t i n g , needlework and 
household o c c u p a t i o n s (11) . By about 1860 army schools formed a compre-
hensive network i n which the teachers had both a c l e a r s t a t u s , and the 
i n c e n t i v e o f bonuses f o r e f f i c i e n c y and good conduct (12). 
Although t h e emphasis i n army education seems t o have swung away 
t o the p r o v i s i o n of elementary education f o r the c h i l d r e n o f s o l d i e r s , i t 
s t i l l p r o v i d e d f o r the education of s o l d i e r s and non-commissIoned o f f i c e r s . 
Indeed, i t was intended t o e s t a b l i s h compulsory education f o r every 
s o l d i e r , and a General Order was issued i n A p r i l 1849 which s p e c i f i e d 
that every r e c r u i t should be r e q u i r e d t o a t t e n d school f o r two hours 
per day (13); t h i s Order became the s u b j e c t o f a l e g a l wrangle, and i t 
was foxind t o be unenforceable because i t was not a part of m i l i t a r y 
d i s c i p l i n e . The best t h a t c o u l d be done was t o provide inducements f o r 
s o l d i e r s t o a t t e n d ; for example, no one c o u l d be promoted t o Corporei 
u n t i l he was " t o l e r a b l y advanced" i n r e a d i n g , w r i t i n g and a r i t h m e t i c . 
52 9. 
Higher promotion r e q u i r e d f u r t h e r educational attainments (15). At the 
tlme of the Newcastle Commission's Report i n 1861 the army schools were 
c l e a r l y and t i g h t l y o r g a n i s e d and were b e l i e v e d t o be e f f i c i e n t (16), 
because of the Army's l i t e r a c y s t a t i s t i c s ; 68% o f the men discharged i n 
1856-7 were able t o w r i t e t h e i r names, and i n t h e same year 80% of a 
1Q,000 sample of s e r v i n g men c o u l d read and 73% c o u l d w r i t e (17). T h i s 
seems t o compare q u i t e f a v o u r a b l y w i t h c i v i l i a n l i t e r a c y s t a t i s t i c s o f 
the same per i o d . A i l f e e s were remitted t o s o l d i e r s who attended the 
lowest c l a s s e s i n which th e y l e a m e d t o read, w r i t e , do simple a r i t h ­
metic, the éléments o f geography and E n g l i s h h i s t o r y , and w r i t i n g from 
d i c t a t i o n . The more advanced c l a s s e s attended by N.C.O.s seeking promo­
t i o n and privâtes anxious t o improve t h e i r education were provided at 
s c a l e s v a r y i n g from 4d. t o 8d. per month, depending on rank (18). There 
was t h e r e f o r e w i t h i h t h e Army i n the nineteenth-century a general c l i m a t e 
of encouragement o f l i t e r a c y and education, from which i t might be 
expected t h a t l i b r a r i e s would emerge f o r the purposes of récréation and 
education. The Newcastle Commission's Report commented b r i e f l y , but, 
as w i l l be shown, o p t i m i s t i c a l l y , t h a t : 
"In every régiment a good l i b r a r y i s provided'.' (19) 
but g i v i n g no détails on the provenance, maintenance and use of these 
establishments. When and how d i d they begin? 
The Order of December 1811 had e s t a b l i s h e d an allowance f o r 
school books, but d e s p i t e the change from the m o n i t o r i a l system of 
education t o a more book-based emphasis l a t e r i n the c e n t u r y i t seems 
that no s p e c i a l a'ilowance was given f o r school l i b r a r i e s . The general 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of elementary education i n the l a t t e r p a r t of the century 
made the elementary c l a s s e s superfluous f o r the s o l d i e r s , although the 
schools were continued f o r the c h i l d r e n u n t i l t h e e a r l y t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y , 
when a recommendation i n 1904 f o r a l i b r a r y maintenance grant of I d , per 
head per annum was not accepted on grounds of cost, o n l y a few years 
before the schools were a b o l i s h e d (20). Apart from the l i m i t e d supply 
of textbooks, the o n l y o f f i c i a i p r o v i s i o n of r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l i n the 
e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y was the supply o f . r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e which 
was a v a i l a b i e through the Chaplains (21). Bibles, Books of common prayer, 
and s i m i l a r l i t e r a t u r e was provided i n sets which c o u l d be r e q u i s i t i o n e d 
by the Chaplains as normal s t o r e s (22); but r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e proved 
t o be no more popular i n the Army than i n the other S e r v i c e s . L i b r a r i e s , 
l i k e the army s c h o o l s , began t o be e s t a b l i s h e d on the v o l u n t a r y p r i n c i p l e 
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and through l o c a l I n i t i a t i v e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y In hot c l i m a t e s where the 
s o l d i e r s were forced t o r e s t d u r i n g the h o t t e s t part of t h e day and 
r e q u i r e d s u i t a b l e l i g h t a c t i v i t i e s such as reading. The e a r l i e s t army 
l i b r a r i e s , according t o White (23) , appear t o have been those e s t a b l i s h e d 
by the G a r r i s o n at G i b r a l t a r i n 1793, the R i f l e Corps i n 1800, and the 
Royal Engineer Corps at Chatham i n 1813 which a l s o began t o e s t a b l i s h 
s t a t i o n l i b r a r i e s at home and abroad. These l i b r a r i e s were mainly f o r 
o f f i c e r s , and probably formed a s e r v i c e s v e r s i o n o f p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n 
l i b r a r i e s o r bookclubs which were widespread i n c i v i l i a n l i f e a t the 
time; but by 1816 the Royal Engineer Corps had reading rooms f o r N.C.O.s 
and were experimenting w i t h s m a l l t r a v e l l i n g l i b r a r i e s (24). ( I t seems 
l i k e l y t h a t t h e p i o n e e r i n g by s p e c i a l i s t gunnery and e n g i n e e r i n g branches 
of l i b r a r i e s might be connected w i t h t h e g r e a t e r degree of l i t e r a c y which 
must have been r e q u i r e d of men i n those a c t i v i t i e s , which i n v o l v e d 
t e c h n i c a l c a l c u l a t i o n s ) . 
The e a r l i e s t o f f i c i a l r eference i n Army l i t e r a t u r e t o l i b r a r i e s 
appears t o be i n the 1835 Report on m i l i t a r y punishments (25), i n which 
t h e evidence of witnesses shows th a t l i b r a r i e s were then seen mainly as 
rev;ards f o r good conduct and as inducements t o a b e t t e r c l a s s of r e c r u i t 
t o e n l i s t . A Sergeant of Scots F u s i l i e r Guards t e s t i f i e d : 
"My commanding o f f i c e r has formed a reading room, and 
given a l i b r a r y , f o r the use of men of good c h a r a c t e r , 
who are one year c l e a r of a l l r e p o r t s a g a i n s t them .... 
He always l e t s them attend and amuse themselves w i t h 
u s e f u l books'.' (26) 
C o l o n e l S i r L. Gr-eenwell, i n charge of Chatham G a r r i s o n and Depot, gave 
evidence t h a t there was a l i b r a r y f o r r e f e r e n c e use at the Depot, and 
i t was used p a r t i c u l a r l y by t h e N.C.O.s; p r i v a t e s were not allowed t o 
use i t u n l e s s very w e l l conducted (27). A s e n i o r o f f i c e r who had served 
many years i n the Mediterranean d e s c r i b e d how he had i n s t i t u t e d a l i b r a r y 
o f about s i x hundred volumes, which succeeded "beyond measure" because of 
the enforced i n a c t i v i t y o f t h e men d u r i n g the h o t t e s t p a r t o f the day (28). 
About one t h i r d of h i s regiment c o u l d read, and the men used the l i b r a r y 
under s u p e r v i s i o n , but N.C.O. s were allowed t o use t h e books i n t h e i r 
messroom. A l l of the works were l i g h t r eading, n o n - p o l i t l e a l , and 
mainly m i l i t a r y , such as b i o g r a p h i e s o f the Dukes of W e l l i n g t o n and 
Marlborough, Nelson, and o t h e r commanders, plus,voyages and t r a v e l , but 
no science. An army c h a p l a i n gave evidence t h a t whan a l i b r a r y and 
r e a d i n g room were p r o v i d e d , drunkeness f e l l d r a m a t i c a l l y (2 9 ) . The 
Paymaster of the 52nd. Foot Regiment gave evidence about an "N.C.O.s 
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L i b r a r y " , but i t emerged t h a t o f f i c e r s and s o l d i e r s c o u l d a l s o belong, 
and a l l of t h e members p a i d 2d. per week t o the sergeant (30). Small 
m i l i t a r y l e n d i n g l i b r a r i e s had been provided i n Bengal s i n c e 1821 and 
Madras s i n c e 1829, u s u a l l y under the care of the C h a p l a i n , w i t h a c l e r k 
employed t o keep a r e c o r d s o f t h e i s s u e s (31). In t h e l i g h t o f a l l t h i s 
evidence about l i b r a r i e s , i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t o f i n d the Committee 
as k i n g t h e i r most important w i t n e s s , the Commander-in-Chief: 
"Have you ever c o n s i d e r e d regimental l i b r a r i e s f o r 
i n s t r u c t i o n not f o r m i l i t a r y matters but general 
amusement?" 
The General was not e n t h u s i a s t i c . L i b r a r i e s would be 
"very w e l l i f c o n f i n e d e n t i r e l y t o reading and amusement, 
but there were always dangers o f men c o l l e c t i n g i n 
s o c i e t i e s o f t h a t sort'.' (32) 
He a p p a r e n t l y shared a common f e a r o f many people i n the governing c l a s s 
t h a t the p r o v i s i o n of r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l among the lower c l a s s e s might 
l e a d t o the spread of u n d e s i r a b l e ideas engendered by the French Revo­
l u t i o n , the C h a r t i s t movement, and s i m i l a r schools of thought. D e s p i t e 
h i s obvious l a c k of enthusiasm, the Committee made a d e f i n i t e recommenda­
t i o n t h a t t h e r e should be a l i b r a r y and reading room i n every barrack (33). 
Although the 1836 Report on m i l i t a r y punishment d i d not c o n t a i n 
any s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e t o m i l i t a r y l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n i n t h e Three Towns, 
t h i s d i d not mean t h a t none had e x i s t e d or was i n e x i s t e n c e at t h a t time. 
C e r t a i n l y i t i s known t h a t t h e r e had been a "Garrison L i b r a r y " at 
Plymouth C i t a d e l before 183o, f o r i n t h a t year i t was t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e 
Devonport C i v i l and M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y (34). No f u r t h e r d e t a i l s have been 
found; but the c i r c u m s t a n t i a l evidence of the stock growth of t h e l a t t e r 
(which reached 4,000 volumes by 1840), p l u s the f a c t t h a t the G a r r i s o n 
L i b r a r y must have been a s i g n i f i c a n t a d d i t i o n i n 1830 because o f the 
terms of the amalgamation and change o f name, p o i n t s t o the p o s s i b i l i t y 
t h a t the G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y might have c o n s i s t e d of s e v e r a l hundred books 
and p o s s i b l y even l,OO0 volumes. I f so, t h i s would i n t u r n h i n t e i t h e r 
at an e a r l y foundation comparable w i t h t h e other e a r l y army l i b r a r i e s 
a l r e a d y mentioned, or a l a t e r foundation and r a p i d stock b u i l d - u p ; but 
so f a r no i n d i c a t i o n has been found, and the s o l u t i o n o f t h i s problem 
depends upon c o n s i d e r a b l e r e s e a r c h being c a r r i e d out by m i l i t a r y h i s t o r i a n s 
because of the complex nature of the r e c o r d s i n v o l v e d . I f t h e slender 
p i e c e of l o c a l evidence i s taken at face v a l u e , i t was a l i b r a r y provided 
f o r the use o f the l o c a l G a r r i s o n which covered the Three Towns, and 
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t h e d e c i s i o n t o a m a l g a m a t e w l t h a p r o p r l e t a r y l i b r a r y , p l u s t h e a g r e e d 
t e r m s o f a m a l g a m a t i o n , p o i n t c l e a r l y t o t h e G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y h a v i n g b e e n 
a n o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r y . T h e a c t u a l t e r m s o f a d m i s s i o n i n t o t h e D e v o n p o r t 
C i v i l a n d M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y w e r e : 
" . . . a l i m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s b e l o n g i n g t o t h e G a r r i s o n ; 
r e t i r e d o f f i c e r s o f t h e A r r a y , n o t p e r m a n e n t l y r e s i d i n g 
i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s o r n e i g h b o u r h o o d ; a n d t h e G e n e r a l i n 
c o m m a n d o f t h e d i s t r i c t , a s a n h o n o r a r y m e r a b e r " (3 5) 
M i l i t a r y m e m b e r s e n j o y e d a l o w e r r a t e o f s u b s c r i p t i o n t h a n t h e p r o p r i e t o r s 
a n d o t h e r c i v i l i a n s u b s c r I b e r s t o t h e t o t a l l i b r a r y a n d n e w s r o o m f a c i l i t y , 
f o r t h e l a t t e r p a i d 3 g n s . p e r a n n u r a , a n d t h e railitary raerabers 2 g n s . 
p e r a n n u m o r 3s. 6d. m o h t h l y (36). T h e t i r a i n g o f t h e t r a n s f e r a n d t h e 
l o c a t i o n o f t h e G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y i s n o t e a s y t o I n t e r p r e t . T h e s e a t 
o f railitary g o v e m r a e n t h a d b e e n t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m P l y m o u t h t o D e v o n p o r t i n 
t h e p r e v i o u s c e n t u r y , a n d t h e r e w e r e l a r g a b a r r a c k s i n D e v o n p o r t , s o t h e 
o b v i o u s l o c a t i o n f o r a r e c e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d l i b r a r y w o u l d s e e m t o h a v e 
b e e n a t D e v o n p o r t f o r e a s e o f a c c e s s i b i l i t y , r a t h e r t h a n a t P l y m o u t h 
C i t a d e l ; t h e l a t t e r l o c a t i o n i s a p o i n t i n f a v o u r o f a n e a r l y o r i g i n f o r 
t h e L i b r a r y . Y e t , w h y d e l a y t h e t r a n s f e r o f t h e L i b r a r y u n t i l 1830? 
T h e a m a l g a m a t i o n o f t h e c o l l e c t i o n i n t o t h e c i v i l i a n l i b r a r y c o u l d m a k e 
s e n s e , f o r t h e s e v e r a l b a r r a c k s i n s i d e t h e D e v o n p o r t T o w n w a l l s w e r e n o t 
s a t i s f a c t o r y a n d b e f o r e m a n y y e a r s e l a p s e d w e r e t o b e d e m o l i s h e d a f t e r 
t h e b u i l d i n g o f m o r e s p a c i o u s n e w b a r r a c k s . T h e D e v o n p o r t P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
w a s l o c a t e d c o n v e n i e n t l y i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e t o w n , p r o v i d i n g e a s y a c c e s s 
t o t h o s e w h o w i s h e d t o u s e i t ; p e r h a p s i t w a s i n d e e d t h e r e c e n t e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t o f t h a t L i b r a r y w h i c h m a d e i t f e a s i b l e , f o r t h e f i r s t t l m e , t o 
t r a n s f e r t h e G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y . 
T h e r e c o r a r a e n d a t i o n i n t h e R e p o r t on m i l i t a r y punishment t h a t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s h o u l d b e g i v e n t o t h e e s t a b i i s b r a e n t o f a l i b r a r y a n d 
r e a d i n g r o o r a i n e v e r y b a r r a c k e v e n t u a l l y b o r e f r u i t i n t h e f o r m o f a 
G e n e r a l O r d e r i n 1840 (37). T h i s a u t h o r i s e d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
l i b r a r i e s a n d r e a d i n g r o o r a s a t e a c h o f t h e p r i n c i p a l b a r r a c k s t h r o u g h -
o u t t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o r a a n d t h e C o l o n i e s , t o : 
" . . . e n c o u r a g e t h e s o l d i e r y , t o e m p l o y t h e i r l e i s u r e 
h o u r s i n a m a n n e r t h a t s h a l l c o r a b i n e a m u s e m e n t w i t h t h e 
a t t a i n m e n t o f u s e f u l k n o w l e d g e , a n d t e a c h t h e r a t h e v a l u e 
o f s o b e r , r e g u l a r a n d m o r a l h a b i t s ' . ' (38) 
S o m e p r i o r p r e p a r a t i o n h a d b e e n m a d e , h o w e v e r , f o r i n A p r i i 1839 t h e 
V J a r O f f i c e h a d i s s u e d a l i s t o f b o o k s w h i c h i t r e c o m m e n d e d t o b e 
p u r c h a s e d f o r t h e p r o p o s e d B a r r a c k L i b r a r i e s (39) . T h e f i r s t t i t l e 
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on the l i s t was the c u r i o n s choice of Journal of the plague year'. 
However, q u i t e a wide v a r i e t y of works was i n c l u d e d i n a d d i t i o n t o a 
gênerons h e l p i n g of t h e o l o g i c a l works; t h e r e were the f i c t i o n works o f 
popular a n t h o r s such as Fenimore Cooper, F i e l d i n g , Scott and M a r r y a t t , 
the p o e t r y o f Southey, M i l t o n , Bum s, Byron and other s, and m i l i t a r y 
biography (40). The Queen's Régulations and orders for the Army 1844 
shed more l i g h t on these new barrack l i b r a r i e s (41). I t appears t h a t 
they c o n s i s t e d o f a l i b r a r y and reading room at each of the p r i n c i p a l 
b a r r a c k s , and were e s t a b l i s h e d f o r t h e use o f "the Non-commissioned 
O f f i c e r s and Soldiers...'.' The i n i t i a l stock was provided by the Govemment, 
and c o n s i s t e d of t h e works j u s t mentioned; i t was a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t the 
l i b r a r i e s would be enlarged by p r i v a t e d o n a t i o n s , but no donations were t o 
be accepted u n t i l t h e y had been i n s p e c t e d and approved by the"Commander-
i n - C h i e f and the Secretary-at-War"(42). The Board of Ordnance was 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o v i d i n g t h e accommodation, and f i t t i n g up the rooms 
wi t h s h e l v e s and c l o s e d bookcases, as w e l l as t a b l e s and benches, and 
heating and l i g h t i n g arrangements i n w i n t e r . The L i b r a r y and i t s contents 
were plac e d under the charge of the Barrack-Master, who, together w i t h 
another o f f i c e r not under t h e rank of C a p t a i n , and the Quarter-Master of 
the Corps i n G a r r i s o n , was r e q u i r e d t o make "a minute monthly i n s p e c t i o n 
of the boohs" t o détermine-loss and damage and t o assess the charges; 
t h i s was t o be done every time t h e r e was a t r o o p movement. The Ordnance 
Department was a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e at f i r s t f o r t h e appointment of a l i b r a r i a n 
t o each b a r r a c k l i b r a r y , and the l i b r a r i a n , under the Barrack-master, 
was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the books; he was a s s i s t e d by an N.C.O. from each 
Corps i n G a r r i s o n " x i n t i l he s h a l l have become w e l l acquainted w i t h the 
per son s and c h a r a c t e r of a i l the Snbscribers'.' The amount of s u b s c r i p -
t i o n p a i d by everyone who chose t o use t h e L i b r a r y was not s p e c i f i e d , 
apart from being d e s c r i b e d as "a v e r y s m a l l subscription'.' These Régula-
t i o n s remained v i r t u a l l y t he same f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , although the 1859 
édition does c l a r i f y the s i t u a t i o n f u r t h e r . For example, i t i s made v e r y 
c l e a r t h a t t h e barrack l i b r a r i e s had been formed at p u b l i c expense f o r 
the express b e n e f i t o f the s o l d i e r s , and i n extending t h i s b e n e f i t t o t h e 
o f f i c e r s , i t had t o be undérstood t h a t i n no case was t h a t privilège 
t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h the f r e e use of t h e books by t h e s o l d i e r s . O f f i c e r s 
paid t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n y e a r l y , and were then f r e e t o use any l i b r a r y 
at the s t a t i o n s t o which th e y might be removed d u r i n g the year (43) . 
The g e n e r a l s u p e r v i s i o n of m i l i t a r y l i b r a r i e s had become one of the d u t i e s 
of the Inspector-General of Army Schools by 1859, and the l i b r a r i a n s 
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w e r e a p p o i n t e d b y t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r V J a r . T h e l i b r a r i a n i n 
t h e e a r l y y e a r s c o u l d b e e i t h e r a n N . C . O . w h o w a s e x c u s e d o t h e r d u t i e s , 
o r a p e n s i o n e r , w h o w a s p a i d a s t a n d a r d r a t e b y t h e B a r r a c k - M a s t e r w i t h 
e f f e c t f r o m 1 A p r i l 1 8 4 4 ; t h e O r d e r s t i p u l a t i n g t h a t p e n s i o n e r s c o u l d 
b e a p p o i n t e d l i b r a r i a n s a l s o s t a t e d t h a t t h e t w o m e t h o d s o f p r o v i d i n g 
a l i b r a r i a n c o u l d c o n t i n u e u n t i l i t m i g h t b e s e e n w h i c h m e t h o d w a s t o 
b e p r e f e r r e d ( 4 4 ) . B y 1859 l i b r a r y c o m m i t t e e s m u s t h a v e b e e n i n o p é r a t i o n 
i n s o m e b a r r a c k s , f o r : 
" I t w i l l b e c o m p é t e n t , h o w e v e r , t o t h e c o m m a n d i n g o f f i c e r 
a t e v e r y s t a t i o n t o n a m e a l s o a C o m m i t t e e o f o f f i c e r s , o f 
w h o m t h e B a r r a c k - M a s t e r s h a l l b e o n e , t o c o n s i d e r , f r o m 
t i m e t o t i m e , t h e g e n e r a l s t a t e o f t h e l i b r a r y a n d r e a d i n g 
r o o m , t h e b o o k s m o s t r e a d , t h e b o o k s m o s t r e q u i r e d , a n d t o 
a d d t o t h e m o n t h l y r e p o r t s u c h r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r t h e 
c o n s i d é r a t i o n o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r W a r a s t h e y m a y 
a g r é e t o , a n d t h e c o m m a n d i n g o f f i c e r m a y a p p r o v a ' . ' ( 4 5 ) 
F r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e o f f i c i a i p r o v i s i o n o f l i b r a r i e s i t h a d b e e n 
t h e d u t y o f G e n e r a l O f f i c e r s t o r e p o r t u p o n l i b r a r i e s a n d l i b r a r i a n s i n 
t h e i r p e r i o d i c a l i n s p e c t i o n s o f t h e t r o o p s . 
I t s e e m s v i r t u a l l y c e r t a i n t h a t t h e D e v o n p o r t G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y 
w h i c h e x i s t e d i n 1 8 6 1 a n d h a d a s t o c k o f o v e r 3 , 4 0 0 v o l u m e s w a s o n e o f 
t h e B a r r a c k L i b r a r i e s f o u n d e d u n d e r t h e 1 8 4 0 O r d e r , a l t h o u g h n o r é f é r e n c e 
b a s b e e n f o u n d t o i t b e f o r e t h e n . D e t a i l s c o m e f r o m t w o d o c u m e n t s 
w h i c h w e r e p u b l i s h e d w i t h i n a s h o r t p e r i o d o f e a c h o t h e r . T h e f i r s t i s 
t h e ' N e w c a s t l e C o m m i s s i o n ' s Report on public education w h i c h r e f e r r e d t o 
t h e r e b e i n g a g o o d l i b r a r y i n e v e r y r é g i m e n t . S o m e s t a t i s t i c s o f a r m y 
l i b r a r i e s a r e p r o V i d e d i n t h e Report, i n c l u d i n g P l y m o u t h C i t a d e l (46). 
T h e r e , t h e 1 7 t h . ( 2 n d . B a t t a l i o n ) w a s 7 0 0 s t r e n g , a n d i t s m e n h a d b o r r o w e d 
a t o t a l o f 1 1 7 b o o k s i n s i x w e e k s . T h e W a r w i c k M i l i t i a , 5 0 0 s t r e n g , 
b o r r o w e d 61 b o o k s i n t h e s a m e p e r i o d . I t i s n e t c l e a r w h e t h e r t h e s e 
t w o r e g i m e n t s h a d s e p a r a t e l i b r a r i e s , b u t s e e m s t o b e t h e i m p l i c a t i o n . 
T h e A r t i l l e r y a t t h e C i t a d e l h a d a l i b r a r y o f 1 , 5 0 2 v o l u m e s , 62% o f i t s 
m e n w e r e s u b s c r I b e r s , a n d t h e y b o r r o w e d a t a n a v e r a g e o f f o u r v o l u m e s 
p e r s u b s c r i b e r i n s i x w e e k s . T h e m o r e e n c o u r a g i n g r e t u r n f o r t h e 
A r t i l l e r y m i g h t b e e x p l a i n e d b y t h e n e e d f o r a h i g h e r s t a n d a r d o f e d u c a ­
t i o n a m o n g i t s r a n k s b e c a u s e o f t h e t e c h n i c a l c a l c u l â t i o n s r e q u i r e d i n 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e i r w o r k ; i t m i g h t , t o o , b e o n e o f t h e l o n g e s t a b l i s h e d 
R o y a l A r t i l l e r y l i b r a r i e s w h i c h w e r e p e r m i t t e d t o c o n t i n u e w h e n t h e n e x t 
A r m y r e p o r t o n l i b r a r i e s w a s m a d e i n 1 8 6 2 ^ 1 e a d i n g t o c h a n g e s i n t h e l i b r a r y 
s y s t e m w h i c h b a s b e e n d e s c r i b e d u p t o t h a t d a t e . T h i s w a s t h e Eyre 
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Report (47). 
At t h e same time t h a t the Newcastle Commission was making i t s 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o p u b l i c éducation, tbe S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r War 
appointed a Committee t o " i n q u i r e i n t o and r e p o r t on the présent s t a t e 
and on the improvement o f l i b r a r i e s , r eading rooms, and day roomsV The 
i n s t r u c t i o n s were issued from t h e War O f f i c e on 17 February 1861, and the 
Président of t h e Committee was Major General Eyre. The Committee was 
i n s t r u c t e d t o i n q u i r e i n t o t h e g r e a t e s t détail, i n c l u d i n g such matters 
as the number and s i z e o f the rooms, t h e i r v e n t i l a t i o n , l i g h t i n g , h e a t i n g , 
f u r n i t u r e , c o s t , e t c . , and a l s o 
"... i n t o t h e number o f volumes i n each l i b r a r y ; t h e number 
and names of newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s t a k e n , and whence 
su p p l i e d ; t h e gênerai ch a r a c t e r o f books and p e r i o d i c a l s 
most i n request. You w i l l a s c e r t a i n whether t h e r e are 
s u f f i c i e n t arrangements f o r changing books when f u l l y perused, 
and f o r s u p p l y i n g new books from time t o t i m e , o r f o r 
withdrawing o r exchanging o l d ones ... ; i n t o the présent 
pay and p o s i t i o n o f l i b r a r i a n s , and whether l i b r a r i a n s 
possess or wear t h e uniforms sanctioned by s e c t i o n 15 of 
L i b r a r y Régulations'.' (48) 
The Committee sent out q u e s t i o n n a i r e s t o commanding o f f i c e r s i n order 
t o c o l l e c t i n f o r m a t i o n on thèse and other p o i n t s , and r e c e i v e d n e a r l y 
one hundred and f i f t y r e t u r n s ; they a l s o r e c e i v e d l e t t e r s from i n t e r -
ested o f f i c e r s , and took statements from a number of witn e s s e s . The 
publish<3d Report c o n t a i n s not o n l y some i n t e r e s t i n a s t a t i s t i c s on the 
l o c a l l i b r a r i e s of the Three Towns but a l s o p r o v i d e s a gênerai p i c t u r e 
of Army l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n a g a i n s t which the y can be s e t , which w i l l 
be d e s c r i b e d f i r s t . 
The Committee found t h a t t h e r e were i n e x i s t e n c e t h r e e kinds 
of s o l d i e r s ' l i b r a r i e s and read i n g rooms, v i z . : 
1. G a r r i s o n l i b r a r i e s , where books were i s s u e d t o o f f i c e r s , 
non-commissioned o f f i c e r s , and s o l d i e r s i n the G a r r i s o n , on 
payment of s u b s c r i p t i o n s . 
2. Regimental l i b r a r i e s , belonging t o régiments, and open t o 
o f f i c e r s , non-commissioned o f f i c e r s and men, on payment of 
sub sc r i p t i on s. 
3. V i c t o r i a l i b r a r i e s , e s t a b l i s h e d a t c e r t a i n s t a t i o n s by Her ^  
Majesty, from which books were issued t o régiments without 
payment. (Note: thèse appear t o be l i b r a r i e s on f o r e i g n s t a t i o n s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n hot c l i m a t e s , but i t has not been p o s s i b l e t o 
e s t a b l i s h t h a t def i n i t e l y ) . 
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The fonner Barrack L i b r a r i e s now seem t o be termed "Ga r r i s o n L i b r a r i e s " , 
and t h e i r p i c t u r e i s depressing. In almost every barrack a room was 
devoted t o the g a r r i s o n l i b r a r y i n which books were under t h e c o n t r o l 
of a l i b r a r i a n , and c o u l d be borrowed or used f o r r e f e r e n c e by the men. 
The l i b r a r i e s were f o r education and entertainment, but t h e r e were few 
inducements t o read q u i e t l y or study because the room doubled as a 
l i b r a r y and a reading room, and sometimes a l s o was used as t h e L i b r a r i a n ' s 
q u a r t e r s , c o n t r a r y t o the r e g u l a t i o n s . The rooms whlÉh were used f o r 
t h e purpose were g e n e r a l l y s m a l l rooms o f the standard g a r r i s o n t y p e , 
r a r e l y more than about 6O0 cu. f t . (probably between 60 and lOO sq. f t . ) . 
Only i n r a r e cases were two rooms used. The rooms were not l i g h t or 
c h e e r f u l and a t t r a c t i v e t o u s e r s . The l i g h t i n g was inadequate i n one 
q u a r t e r of t h e l i b r a r i e s , and t h e h e a t i n g was a l s o i n s u f f i c i e n t ; t h e 
rooms were f u r n i s h e d w i t h r e g u l a t i o n forms, t a b l e s and c h a i r s ; t he books 
were out o f s i g h t i n presses or cupboards. The l i b r a r i e s t h e r e f o r e 
began w i t h t h e handicap of being uncomfortable and u n a t t r a c t i v e , and 
t h i s was compounded by the problem t h a t the room was a l s o used f o r games 
and r e c r e a t i o n , so t h a t t h e r e was much n o i s e from those a c t i v i t i e s . 
The Report found t h a t many of t h e t r o o p s could not read at a l i , many 
c o u l d read o n l y i m p e r f e c t l y , and o f those whó c o u l d read, many had 
no t a s t e f o r l i t e r a r y amusement and I n s t r u c t i o n . Perhaps i t i s s u r p r i -
s i n g t o f i n d t h a t the l i b r a r i e s were used at a l i because of t h i s gloomy 
p i c t u r e ; but i t was found t h a t n e a r l y 9% of the t r o o p s attended t h e 
l i b r a r y d a i l y . The i n f e r e n c e i s t h a t they came mainly t o read the 
newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s which were provided, but books were being 
i s s u e d , w i t h the'most populär c l a s s e s being f i c t i o n , biography, t r a v e l , 
adventure and d i s c o v e r y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , although t h e r e was an "ampie 
supply" of books, t h e r e were o n l y scarce s u p p l i e s o f works i n these 
populär c a t e g o r i e s . C l e a r l y t h e s e army l i b r a r i e s were s u f f e r i n g from 
some of t h e same k l n d s of problems which were experienced by the working 
men i n c i v i l i a n l i f e - l a c k of money f o r new books, books provided 
which were not n e c e s s a r i l y i n response t o populär t a s t e , and c o n t r o l 
out of t h e hands of t h e main c l a s s u s i n g t h e l i b r a r y . 
The Army establishments i n the Three Towns appear t o bave 
had f a i r l y t y p i c a l l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n . Three r e t u r n s are shown i n 
Table 45; a f o u r t h r e t u r n from Plymouth appears t o bave been a d u p l i c a t e 
e n t r y from Plymouth C i t a d e l , one having been r e t u r n e d by t h e Commanding 
O f f i c e r and one from the Barrack-Master, which are the same i n e s s e n t i a l 
d e t a i l s but v a r y s l i g h t l y i n t h e i r estimates o f numbers o f t r o o p s . 
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Table 4 5. Army 1 I b r a r i e s i n tbe Tbree Towns, 1861. 
(Info r m a t i o n e x t r a c t e d from t b e Eyre Report 1862) 
Number of o f f i c e r s 
Number of N.C.O.s and men 
Sub s c r I b e r s t o l i b r a r y 
L i g b t i n g 
I s i t comfortable? 
I s i t considered s u c c e s s f u l ? 
Are t e a , c o f f e e e t c . provided, 
w i t b P r o f i t s t o the fund? 
How many rooms? 
When i s i t a v a i l a b l e ? 
How managed? 
Devonport 
G a r r i s o n 
79 
1,858 
HO 
gas 
yes 
yes 
no 
9 a.m. 
t o t a t t o o 
Barrack-
master and 
o f f i c e r s 
Does i t have games? yes 
Newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s ? yes 
Royal 
Marines 
26 
92 5 
N.C.O. 145 
Barrack 591 
o i l 
yes 
yes 
yes 
12-1.30 
4 t o t a t t o o 
Commander 
and 
Quartermaster 
yes 
yes 
Plymouth 
C i t a d e l 
37 
1,067 
800 y e a r l y 
candles 
no 
no 
no 
9 a.m. 
t o t a t t o o 
Barrack-
mast'er and 
o f f i c e r s 
yes 
yes 
The s i z e s o f the l i b r a r i e s are not recorded, but i t i s evident t h a t i n 
ge n e r a l t h e Royal Marines enjoyed a much b e t t e r Standard than the other 
two l o c a l b a r r a c k s , w i t h t h e i r f o u r rooms, two l i b r a r i e s , and high 
percentage of membership. (The Royal Marine l i b r a r i e s were excluded 
from l a t e r Army l'ibrary r e p o r t s , as they d i d not p r o p e r l y form part of 
t h e l a t t e r ' s e stablishment)r Samuel May was the L i b r a r i a n a t Plymouth 
C i t a d e l (49), but h i s name does not appear i n l o c a l o r Army sources 
of t h a t d a t a , so i t seems l i k e l y t h a t he was an N.C.O. who had been 
assigned t h e duty, f o r p a i d l i b r a r i a n s seem t o have been allowed o n l y 
i n the G a r r i s o n l i b r a r i e s . 
The Eyre Report made t h r e e major recommendatIons, which were: 
t o improve the Garrison L i b r a r i e s , t o improve Regimental o r Corps 
Reading Rooms and Day or R e c r e a t i o n a l Rooms, and t o make a l i m i t e d and 
experimental p r o v i s i o n o f s o l d i e r s ' I n s t i t u t e s out o f ba r r a c k s (50). 
The f i r s t two recommendations were acted upon, and l a i d the foundations 
f o r a c l e a r s t r u c t u r e f o r g a r r i s o n and regi m e n t a l l i b r a r i e s which 
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l a s t e d f o r t h e r e s t of t h e Century. As t h e s e recommendations l a y 
behind, and e x p l a i n , the scanty l o c a l Information a v a i l a b l e , they w i l l 
be a b s t r a c t e d a t . t h i s p o i n t . 
The G a r r i s o n L i b r a r i e s need s u f f i c i e n t s u p p l i e s o f books 
s u i t e d t o t h e t a s t e s and o p p o r t u n i t i e s of t h e s o l d i e r s , which should be 
r e g u l a t e d as t o t h e q u a n t i t y by t h e number of subscr i p t i o n s . The l i t e r a -
t u r e should be s e l e c t e d by a committee of s u b s c r i b e r s , subject t o t h e 
approval o f t h e commanding o f f i c e r . A good System of i s s u i n g books 
from t h e G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y t o the Regimental Reading Rooms g e n e r a l l y and 
t o individuáis should be a p p l i e d . An a c t i v e and i n t e l l i g e n t l i b r a r i a n 
should be employed at an a p p r o p r i a t e s a l a r y , f o r much of the success o f 
m i l i t a r y l i b r a r i e s depended on h i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s and a b i l i t y t o l e a d 
men t o h i g h e r reading. Accommodation should be devoted s e p a r a t e l y i n 
the l a r g e r g a r r i s o n s t o l i b r a r y , r e a d i n g rooms, l e c t u r e or concert rooms, 
and l i b r a r i a n ' s q u a r t e r s . The G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y should be the c e n t r e of 
each g a r r i s o n ' s system of regimental day r e a d i n g rooms. Catalogues of 
books approved f o r g a r r i s o n l i b r a r i e s should be p r i n t e d cheaply and 
s e v e r a l c o p i e s should be sent t o each reg i m e n t a l r e a d i n g room. The 
G a r r i s o n L i b r a r i a n should mark o f f i n these catalogues the books he l d i n 
h i s own l i b r a r y . There should be no separate s u b s c r i p t i o n t o the 
Gar r i s o n L i b r a r y , - a s i n g l e s u b s c r i p t i o n o f 2d. should admit a s o l d i e r 
t o the g a r r i s o n as w e l l as regimental l i b r a r y , and h a l f o f t h a t s u b s c r i p -
t i o n should "as before" be paid from p u b l i c funds. At the regimental 
l e v e l t h e r e should be s o l d i e r s c l u b s of two or more rooms f o r l i b r a r y , r e a d -
i n g , r e c r e a t i o n ánd refreshment. They should be s e i f - g o v e r n i n g as f a r 
as p o s s i b l e , and the committee should c o n t a i n N.C.O.s and men i n t h e 
P r o p o r t i o n 1 : 2. The accommodation should be comfortable, and planned 
on the assumption o f 20% of the men u s i n g i t . There must be p l e n t y of 
books, p e r i o d i c a l s , newspapers and games. The G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y should 
supply t h e books and p e r i o d i c a l s , and changa them from time t o time. The 
Clubs should be open l a t e r than the p u b l i c houses, t o d i m i n i s h the a t t r a c -
t i o n s o f t h e l a t t e r , v i z . lO p.m. i n w i n t e r and 10.30 p.m. i n suramer. 
An allowance of £2. lOs. per t r o o p or Company should be allowed t o each 
regiment f o r books, newspapers, p e r i o d i c a l s and games. 
These enlightened recommendations were put i n t o Operation, and 
f o r t h e f i r s t few years i t i s p o s s i b l e t o t r a c e t h e i r progress through 
the Reports of the Council of M i l i t a r y Education on Army Schools, L i b r a r i e s 
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and Recreation Rooms, from which the s t a t i s t i c s i n Table 46 have been 
e x t r a c t e d (51). Although o n l y g a r r i s o n l i b r a r i e s and regimental reading 
rooms were provided f o r i n the system recommended by the Eyre Committee, 
they d i d r e c o g n i s e t h a t some lon g e s t a b l i s h e d l i b r a r i e s had reached a 
Standard which was not i n f e r i o r t o t h a t being recommended, and t h e r e f o r e 
t h e l i b r a r i e s o f the Foot Guards, the Royal A r t i l l e r y , and t h e Royal 
Engineers, were permitted t o remain (52). That e x p l a i n s why, at the 
l o c a l l e v e l , t h e r e i s t h e Plymouth Royal A r t i l l e r y L i b r a r y which otherwise 
does not seem t o f i t i n t o the general p a t t e m . 
Table 46. Army l i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns, 1863 - 1869. 
(a) Devonport G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y . 
Year No. companies No. volumes Issues l a s t C o n t r i b u t i o n s 
Quarter l a s t 
£. 
Quarter 
s. d. 
1863-4 21 3,416 996 5. 5. 0. 
1864-5 22 3,538 5,170 23. 5. 0. 
1865-6 31 3,740 4,573 29. lO. 0. 
1867-8 26 4,092 6,246 27. 8. 4. 
1868-9 29 4,249 9,219 28. 15. 0. 
(b) PlyT.:-outh Royal A r t i l l e r y L i b r a r y . 
1863-4 7 
t 
1,301 1,690 9. 5. 0. 
1864-5 1 1,360 5,053 14. 19. 9. 
1865-6 6 1,227 4,832 11. 3. 3. 
1867-8 7 1,324 4,656 17. 0. 4. 
1868-9 5 1,250 5,841 21. 19. 3. 
The" s t a t i s t i c s must be t r e a t e d c a u t i o u s l y because the y omit such v i t a l 
Information as t h e numbers of men and the numbers of s u b s c r i b e r s , and 
t h e movement o f t r o o p s a l s o c r e a t e s f l u c t u a t i o n s which makes i t d i f f i c u l t 
t o s t r i k e an average. Nevertheless a few t e n t a t i v e c o n c l u s i o n s can 
be drawn, from Table 46 and t h e general s t a t i s t i c s provided i n the 
Reports mentioned above. Devonport G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y was one of the 
l a r g e s t o f i t s type; i t was exceeded i n bookstock by A l d e r s h o t (8,613 
volumes), D u b l i n (7,351), Portsm.outh (6,884), Malta (6,312) and 
540. 
G i b r a l t a r (5,709). Tbe t o t a l number of companies i n 1868-9 was 1,302, 
and tbe t o t a l g a r r i s o n l i b r a r y bookstock was 169,669, or an average 
P r o v i s i o n of 130 volumes per company; Devonport's average of 157 volumes 
was w e l l above t h a t f i g u r e ; but the number of companies at Devonport 
t h a t year was c o m p a r a t i v e l y low, and the average number of volumes i n 
1865-6 when more companies were present was about 120 volumes. 
Plymouth, w i t h i t s stock o f about 1,300 volumes, was about 
average s i z e among the Royal A r t i l l e r y l i b r a r i e s , where the l a r g e s t 
was at Woolwich (5,676 volumes); The t o t a l number of Royal A r t i l l e r y 
companies was 88 i n 1868-9, w i t h a t o t a l stock of 29,457 volumes, 
averaging 335 per company; Plymouth fared b a d l y , w i t h o n l y an average 
189 volumes per company, and no doubt t h i s had c o n t r i b u t e d t o the 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n shown w i t h t h i s l i b r a r y i n Table 45. 
I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o determine how much the l i b r a r i e s were a c t u a l l y 
used, f o r the number of s u b s c r i b e r s i s not i n c l u d e d i n the r e t u m s ; but 
i f the average i s s u e s per company per annum are examined, i t appears 
th a t the average i s s u e per company f o r g a r r i s o n l i b r a r i e s was 287, 
w i t h o n l y 240 at Devonport; the average Royal A r t i l l e r y company i s s u e s 
per annum were 1,094, w i t h Plymouth l a g g i n g at 665. The s i z e of companies 
was v i r t u . a l l y a s t a n d a r d i s e d f i g u r e , so the averages suggest that the l o c a l 
l i b r a r i e s were l a g g i n g behind the o t h e r s . 
The C o u n c i l f o r M i l i t a r y Education commented i n 1868-9 t h a t 
"The l i b r a r i e s continue t o give great s a t i s f a c t i o n though 
the C o u n c i l doubt much whether t h e i r u t i l i t y i s 
s u f f i c i e n t l y developedV (53) 
I t f e i t t h a t t h e r e should be more c o n t r o l i n the hands of the r e g i -
mental l i b r a r i a n r a t h e r than the g a r r i s o n l i b r a r i a n s , as the regimental 
l i b r a r i a n s had a b e t t e r and d i r e c t Icnowledge o f the reading t a s t e s of 
the men, and recommended t h a t the l o c a l committees of the regimental 
c l u b s should press f o r t h a t improvement (54). A few other refinements 
of the System were a l s o i n t r o d u c e d g r a d u a l l y , as can be seen from thè 
1883 e d i t i o n o f The Queen's regulations for the Army. In t h a t year t h e 
g a r r i s o n l i b r a r i e s were maintained by the compulsory q u a r t e r l y payment 
by regiments at the f i x e d r a t e of 5s. per t r o o p , b a t t e r y or company i n 
t h e g a r r i s o n , p l u s a sum towards t h e pay of the g a r r i s o n l i b r a r i a n . 
The l i b r a r y books i n the regimental reading rooms were a v a i l a b l e f r e e 
541. 
of charge t o s u b s c r l b e r s t o thèse c l u b s , and the bocks were a l s o 
a v a i l a b l e t o o f f l c e r s a t a s u b s c r l p t l o n of I s . per month (55) . Surplus 
funds from the r e g i m e n t a l c l u b were a p p l i e d t o the purchase of p e r i o d i c a l s , 
newspapers, games, e t c . , whlch became regimental p r o p e r t y . I f there 
was more than one corps présent at a s t a t i o n , the commanding o f f i c e r was 
t o e s t a b l i s h a G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y Coiranittee, w i t h such membership from 
the regim.ental committees as he might détermine. T h i s committee was 
r e q u i r e d t o meet at l e a s t once per q u a r t e r t o s e l e c t books from the ..^  
recommendations of the r e g i m e n t a l committees; i t was a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r examining the q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t s and statements of the accounts 
prepared by the G a r r i s o n L i b r a r i a n . Quite a l o t t h e r e f o r e depended 
upon the judgment of the commanding o f f i c e r , who was a l s o r e q u i r e d 
t o approve the book recommendations of the G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y Committee. 
He was i n s t r u c t e d t o take care t h a t a reasonable p r o p o r t i o n of i n s t r u c t i v e 
books were ordered as w e l l as historiés, t r a v e l s and gênerai l i t e r a t u r e . 
The Barrack-master's former r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r r e g u l a r l y i n s p e c t i n g the 
G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y had been taken over by a spécial L i b r a r y Board, c o n s i s t i n g 
where p o s s i b l e of one c a p t a i n , one s u b a l t e r n , and the commissariat o f f i c e r 
i n charge of b a r r a c k s ; each q u a r t e r they had to v e r i f y the l i b r a r y 
accounts and the number of books, and t o c e r t i f y t h a t : 
" I s t . That the catalogues are l e g i b l e and p e r f e c t i n 
every r e s p e c t . 
2nd That the numJDers on the backs of the books 
correspond w i t h those i n the catalogue. 
3rd. That the names of a i l m i s s i n g and condemned books 
bave been erased. 
f 
4th. That those of a i l books r e c e i v e d s i n c e l a s t r e p o r t 
bave been addedV (56) 
Furthermore, an annual r e p o r t upon each g a r r i s o n l i b r a r y was t o be 
returned t o the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of M i l i t a r y Education. L i b r a r i e s 
had been reduced t o a 'heavy a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r o u t i n e , and one looks i n 
v a i n t o d i s c o v e r any r e a l sensé of l i b r a r i e s as an a c t i v e s e r v i c e f o r 
the t r o o p s , although the Eyre Report of 1862 had r e a l i s e d t h a t i t was 
necessary. 
Lo c a l références dated 1883 (57) and 1901 (58) show t h a t the 
l i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns f o l l o w e d the p a t t e r n which was d i c t a t e d by 
thèse c e n t r a l o r d e r s and régulations. By 1901 the G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y at 
the new Raglan Ba r r a c k s had grown t o about 9,000 volumes, from which 
the G a r r i s o n L i b r a r i a n , (who must bave been a pensioner i n accordance 
with the régulations), s u p p l i e d a i l the i n f a n t r y régiments i n the 
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W e s t e r n D i s t r i c t . I t w a s s u p p o r t e d b y t h e s t a n d a r d a r r a n g e m e n t o f a 
g o v e r n m e n t g r a n t o f 5s, p e r c o m p a n y p e r q u a r t e r , p l u s m o n t h l y 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s a t t h e r a t e o f I s . f o r o f f i c e r s a n d 6d. f o r n o n -
c o m m l s s l o n e d o f f i c e r s . I n 1883, h o w e v e r , i t w a s m u c h m o r e w i d e l y 
a v a i l a b l e : 
" T h i s L i b r a r y i s m a i n t a i n e d b y t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n s o f 
O f f i c e r s n o w s e r v i n g , o r w h o b a v e s e r v e d i n t h e N a v y 
o r A r m y , o r o f w i d o w s , s o n s , o r d a u g h t e r s o f O f f i c e r s . 
R a t e o f s u b s c r i p t i o n : 5/- q u a r t e r l y o r 2/- m o n t h l y 
p a y a b l e i n advanceV 
I t w a s t h e n o p e n w e e k d a y s 11.30 - 12.30 a n d 3 - 6 , c l o s i n g a t 5 p . m . 
o n S a t u r d a y s . 
T h e s t a n d a r d a l l o c a t i o n f r o m t h e G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y t o t h e 
t r o o p u n i t s w a s 4 0 0 v o l i o m e s f o r a C o m p a n y o f I n f a n t r y o f a b o u t 800 m a n , 
and 150 v o l u m e s f o r a B a t t e r y o f A r t i l l e r y o r C o m p a n y o f E n g i n e e r s . 
T h e R a g l a n B a r r a c k s w e r e o c c u p i e d i n 1901 b y a " p r o v i s i o n a i " r e g i m e n t , 
w h i c h h a d i t s r e g i r a e n t a l c l u b p r o v i s i o n o f a b o u t 4 0 0 l i b r a r y b o o k s , 
and a r e a d i n g r o o m s u p p l i e d w i t h p a p e r s a n d g a m e s . B o o k s w e r e i s s u e d 
t o the m e n o n three d a y s p e r w e e k , a n d t h e l o a n p e r i o d w a s s i x d a y s . 
N o f i n e s w e r e i n c u r r e d o n o v e r d u e b o o k s , b u t b o o k s l o s t o r d a m a g e d w e r e 
charged t o the b o r r o w e r ' s a c c o u n t b y t h e c o l o u r - s e r g e a n t , w h i c h s u g g e s t s 
t h a t perhaps h e was t h e r e g i m e n t a l l i b r a r i a n ; ( r e g i m e n t a l l i b r a r i a n s w e r e 
allowed 6d. p e r day o u t o f t h e r e c r e a t i o n r o o m f u n d s , a n d w e r e n o n -
c d m m i s s i o n e d o f f i c e r s s e c o n d e d t o t h e l i b r a r y d u t y ) . I s s u e s w e r e 
r e c o r d e d i n a l e d g e r w i t h a c o n s i d e r a b l e d e g r e e o f f o r m a l i t y : " n u m b e r 
of b o o k , v o l u m e s , t i t l e , r e g i m e n t a l n u m b e r , r a n k o f b o r r o w e r , c o m p a n y , 
d a t e o f i s s u e , c o n d i t i o n , d a t e o f r e t u r n , v a l u e o f b o o k , w h a t s t a t e w h e n 
returnedV T h e b o o k s w e r e k e p t i n t h e s u b j e c t c l a s s e s o f b i o g r a p h y , 
m i l i t a r y a n d n a v a l h i s t o r y , t r a v e l , f i c t i o n , p o e t r y , p h i l o s o p h y a n d 
r e l i g i o n . A n y s o l d i e r c o u l d r e c o m m e n d a p u r c h a s e t h r o u g h t h e r e g i m e n t a l 
l i b r a r y c o m m i t t e e . 
T h e R o y a l A r t i l l e r y L i b r a r y w h i c h h a d b e e n i n t h e C i t a d e l i n 
1869 h a d b e e n t r a n s f e r r e d t o G r a n b y B a r r a c k s D e v o n p o r t b y 1883, a n d 
p r o b a b l y o p e r a t e d i n a s i m i l a r w a y t o t h e R a g l a n B a r r a c k s ' c l u b l i b r a r y . 
T h e g e n e r a l p r o v i s i o n o f m i l i t a r y l i b r a r i e s w a s d e s c r i b e d 
i n 1900 b y C a r t e r (59), w h o g a v e d e t a i l s o f s o m e o f t h e m i n u t i a e o f 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , s u c h a s t h o s e i l l u s t r a t e d a b o v e , a n d c a m e t o t h e 
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c o n c l u s i o n : 
"The l i b r a r y system seems much too complicateci t o permit 
of the b u i l d i n g up of a w e l l balanced l i b r a r y . I t i s 
évident t h a t the g a r r i s o n l i b r a r i a n i s a mere o f f i c i a i , 
whose d u t i e s c o n s i s t of i s s u i n g books i n bulk t o the 
regimental l i b r a r i a n s , keeping accounts and p r e p a r i n g 
r e p o r t s . ... e v e r y t h i n g w i l l dépend upon the o f f i c e r 
commanding: i f he i s known t o take an i n t e r e s t i n the 
l i b r a r y ... there w i l l be a d e s i r e on the p a r t o f the 
committee t o f a l l i n w i t h b i s views, and consequently 
those views w i l l be impressed on the l i b r a r y f o r good 
or 111. I f , on the c o n t r a r y , he does not take an 
a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n the mattar, i t i s v e r y p r o b a b l e t h a t 
the regimental committees w i l l bave a free band, w i t h 
the r e s u i t t h a t the l i b r a r y w i l l be b u i l t up i n a very 
haphazard mannerV (60) 
The l a s t d i r e c t évidence of the pre-1914 Army l i b r a r i e s i n 
the Three Towns was the 1900-1 d e s c r i p t i o n which bas been quoted; but 
i t must be assvmied t h a t two new developments which were e s t a b l i s h e d 
by Orders and Régulations were a l s o présent i n t h i s area. Thèse were 
référence l i b r a r i e s and o f f i c e r s ' mess l i b r a r i e s , which became necessary 
because of the co n s i d e r a b l e development of m i l i t a r y s c i e n c e and technology 
i n the l a t t e r p a r t of the nineteenth-century and the récognition t h a t 
adequate s p e c i a l i s t éducation and t r a i n i n g was necessary f o r o f f i c e r s . 
The référence l i b r a r i e s began i n 1872, and were intended t o provide 
o f f i c e r s w i t h référence books and standard m i l i t a r y works, under the 
c o n t r o l of the I n s t r u c t o r , t o h e l p them i n t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g (61). 
By 1912 they were g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e t o a s s i s t o f f i c e r s not j u s t i n 
t h e i r t r a i n i n g but a l s o i n t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l work (62). O f f i c i a i 
p u b l i c a t i o n s o f a non-secret nature were s u p p l i e d , and up t o ElO worth 
of books co u l d be obtained a n n u a l l y through H.M.S.O. t o keep the l i b r a r y 
up t o date. Each référence l i b r a r y was the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f an o f f i c e r 
of the gene r a l s t a f f , who kept a catalogue and an i s s u e book. C o n f i d e n t i a l 
p u b l i c a t i o n s had to be kept under l o c k and key, and were used o n l y i n 
the l i b r a r y . 
O f f i c e r s ' mess l i b r a r i e s were s m a l l l i b r a r i e s c o n s i s t i n g o f 
" i n s t r u c t i v e and i n t e r e s t i n g " p u b l i c a t i o n s which were lodged i n o f f i c e r s ' 
messes t o encourage the study o f m i l i t a r y l i t e r a t u r e (63). They were 
maintained by a government grant of E3 per annum, and were super v i s e d by 
an o f f i c e r of the general s t a f f , who i s s u e d and c o l l e c t e d them when 
u n i t s j o i n e d and l e f t the b a r r a c k s . 
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I t w i l l have been seen from t h i s account o f army l i b r a r i e s 
t h a t t h e r e i s l i k e l y t o have been a s u b s t a n t i a l f a c i l i t y f o r o f f i c e r s 
and s o l d i e r s t o read w i t h i n t h e i r own barra c k s a t l e a s t from the 1860s 
onwards when the main impetus was given t o the establishment of army 
l i b r a r i e s , and t h a t t h i s f a c i l i t y improved as time went on. I t i s 
unf o r t u n a t e t h a t more p r e c i s e d e t a i l s on the l o c a l p r o v i s i o n have not 
ye t been e s t a b l i s h e d , but i t i s t o be hoped t h a t some might be recovered 
as m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y of the area i s researched i n the n a t i o n a l a r c h i v e s 
by s p e c i a l i s t s i n t h a t s u b j e c t . 
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I O . 2 L I B R A R I E S I N T H E R O Y A L N A V Y . 
T h e g e n e r a l c h r o n o l o g l c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f é d u c a t i o n a n d l i b r a r i e s 
i n t h e R o y a l N a v y i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f t h e A r m y , b u t t h e r e w e r e a n u m b e r 
o f d i f f é r e n c e s i n t h e q u a l i t y a n d p a t t e r n o f p r o v i s i o n d u e t o t h e b a s i c 
n a t u r e o f t h e R o y a l N a v y i t s e l f . 
B y t r a d i t i o n , r e c r u i t s t o t h e l o w e r d e c k s c o n s i s t e d n o t o n l y o f 
a d u l t v o l u n t e e r s a n d p r e s s e d m e n b u t a l s o a l a r g e n u m b e r o f b o y s (64); 
t h e l a t t e r i n c l u d e d g e n u i n e v o l u n t e e r s w h o h a d c h o s e n a s e a c a r e e r , a n d 
a n e n d l e s s s u p p l y o f w a i f s a n d s t r a y s w h o w e r e s e n t i n t o t h e N a v y a t t h e 
a g e o f a b o u t f o u r t e e n o r f i f t e e n y e a r s b y a g e n c i e s s u c h a s t h e M a r i n e 
S o c i e t y f o m d e d i n 1756. U n t i l 1794 t h e b o y s l a c k e d o f f i c i a i n a v a l 
r a t i n g , b u t i n t h a t y e a r t h e y w e r e g r a d e d i n t o : f i r s t c l a s s , w h o w e r e t h e 
v o l u n t e e r s f o r a n a v a l c a r e e r ; s e c o n d c l a s s , t h o s e w h o w e r e t r a i n i n g t o 
b e searaen ; a n d t h i r d c l a s s , s e r v a n t s . T h e e x t e n t t o v ; h i c h t h e y h a d r e c e i ­
v e d any é d u c a t i o n w a s v a r i e d , a n d a t b e s t l i m i t e d , a n d a s e a r l y a s t h e 
l a t e s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a f e w c a p t a i n s t h o u g h t t h a t t h e b o y s c o u l d b e n e f i t 
by some i n s t r u c t i o n a n d a p p o i n t e d s c h o o l m a s t e r s o n their o w n s h i p s . T h e s e 
low ranking a n d poorly p a i d s c h o o l m a s t e r s w e r e n o t u s u a l l y t h e m o s t c o m p é ­
tent i n t h e t e a c h i n g p r o f e s s i o n ; a n d i n m a n y s h i p s i t was t h e C h a p l a i n 
who p r o v i d e d s u c h i n s t r u c t i o n a s w a s r e q u i r e d b y t h e C a p t a i n . M i d s h i p -
m e n could a l s o r e c e i v e i n s t r u c t i o n f r o m t h e S c h o o l m a s t e r . B y t h e e a r l y 
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t h e A d m i r a l t y h a d r e c o g n i s e d t h e d e s i r a b i l i t y o f 
p r o v i d i n g s o m e e l e m e n t a r y é d u c a t i o n f o r i t s r e c r u i t s a n d a d d e d t h e o f f i c i a i 
post o f s c h o o l m a s t e r t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e l a r g e r s h i p s . T h i s 
e a r l y o f f i c i a i p r o v i s i o n o f é d u c a t i o n w a s p r o b a b l y m o t i v a t e d b y s i m i l a r 
i d e a s t o t h o s e w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e w i d e s p r e a d f o u n d a t i o n o f v o l u n t a r y 
s c h o o l s i n c i v i l i a n l i f e i n t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ; b u t b y t h e 
m i d d l e o f t h a t Century i t h a d b e c o m e e v i d e n t t h a t t h e r e w a s a m o r e s e r i o u s 
n e e d t o e d u c a t e a n d t r a i n t h e m e n o f t h e R o y a l N a v y . T h i s w a s b e c a u s e 
o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s s u c h a s t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f s t e a m s h i p s , 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a r m o u r - p l a t e d v e s s e l s , m o r e s o p h i s t i c a t e d n a v i ­
g a t i o n m e t h o d s , e t c . T h e q u a l i t y o f s e a m a n s h i p i n g e n e r a l h a d t o b e 
i m p r o v e d t o m a s t e r t h e n e w s i t u a t i o n , a n d s p é c i a l i s a t i o n s e m e r g e d s u c h 
a s t h e E n g i n e e r i n g B r a u c h i n 1836. N o t o n l y w a s i t n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e 
o f f i c e r s a n d s a i l o r s t o a c h i e v e a t l e a s t a b a s i c l i t e r a c y , b u t t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f f o r m a l e x a m i n a t i o n s i n t o t h e p r o m o t i o n s y s t e m m a d e i t 
n e c e s s a r y a l s o f o r m a n y m e n t o i m p r o v e t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t s . 
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N o r w a s t h e A d m i r a l t y c o n c e m e d o n l y w i t h t h e s e a m e n . I t w a s a l s o 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e R o y a l D o c k y a r d s , w h e r e , a s a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d I n 
C h a p t e r 8.5, s c h o o l s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d f o r t h e s h l p w r i g h t a n d o t h e r 
a p p r e n t i e e s . H i g h l y s p e c i a l i s e d é d u c a t i o n a n d t r a i n i n g f o r p a r t i c u l a r 
s e r v i c e s a l s o r e c e i v e d a t t e n t i o n , s u c h a s t h e M e d i c a l D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e 
N a v y , a n d t h e E n g i n e e r i n g B r a u c h . A g a i n , i t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n s e e n h o w 
t h e A d m i r a l t y r e s p o n d e d b y t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e . . T r a i n i n g S c h o o l f o r -
E n g i n e e r S t u d e n t s a t K e y h a m . 
T h e s e d e v e l o p m e n t s i n é d u c a t i o n and t r a i n i n g b r o u g h t i n t h e i r 
w a k e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f v a r i o n s t y p e s o f l i b r a r y b y t h e A d m i r a l t y . 
T h e e a r l i e s t o f f i c i a i l i b r a r l e s s e e m t o b a v e b e e n t h e m e d i c a i l i b r a r l e s 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l s a t P l y m o u t h a n d P o r t s m o u t h , 
a s d e s c r i b e d i n C h a p t e r 9 . 4 , i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e d e s i r e t o i m p r o v e t h e 
m e d i c a i é d u c a t i o n a n d t r a i n i n g o f t h e n a v a l s u r g e o n s a n d o t h e r m e d i c a i 
s t a f f . T h e n e x t n a v a l l i b r a r l e s t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d w e r e t h e S e a m e n ' s 
L i b r a r i e s , o r S h i p ' s L i b r a r i e s a s t h e y b e c a m e k n o w n l a t e r ; t h e s e 
o r i g i n a t e d i n 1838, a n d p r o b a b l y s p r a n g m o r e f r o m t h e f a s h i o n a b l e 
c o n c e r n f o r t h e m o r a l w e l f a r e o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s a n d t h e i m p r o v i n g 
e f f e c t s o f r e a d i n g t h a n f r o m a n y p r i m a r y c o n s i d é r a t i o n s f o r i m p r o v i n g 
t h e q u a l i t y o f s e a m a n s h i p . T h e s e l i b r a r l e s w e r e o f t e n c l o s e l y a s s o c i ­
â t e d w i t h t h e s c h o o l l i b r a r l e s p r o v i d e d o n b o a r d b o t h s e a g o i n g s h i p s a n d 
t r a i n i n g s h i p s a t n a v a l s e a p o r t s . W i t h i n a f e w y e a r s , D o c k y a r d l i b r a r l e s 
w e r e a l s o i n o p é r a t i o n i n t h e D o c k y a r d S c h o o l s , a l t h o u g h m o s t o f t h e m 
s e e m t o b a v e b e e n g i v e n p h i l o s o p h i c a l r a t h e r t h a n f i n a n c i a l a i d f r o m 
t h e A d m i r a l t y i n ' t h e i r e a r l y y e a r s . A c o m p a r a t i v e l y l a t e l o c a i d e v e l o p -
m e n t w a s t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n f o r t r a i n i n g e n g i n e e r s 
a n d i t s L i b r a r y , w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y b e c a m e t h e R o y a l N a v a l E n g i n e e r i n g 
C o l l e g e M a n a d o n . T h e A d m i r a l t y w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e R o y a l M a r i n e s , 
a n d c a n b e s a i d t o b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s c h o o l s a n d 
l i b r a r l e s w i t h i n t h a t S e r v i c e ; b u t b e c a n s e t h e R o y a l M a r i n e s b a v e a 
n u m b e r o f s p e c i a l f e a t u r e s w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h t h e m f r o m t h e m e n o f t h e 
R o y a l N a v y , t h e i r l i b r a r l e s w i l l b e s t u d i e d s e p a r a t e l y i n t h e n e x t 
s e c t i o n , H o w e v e r , t h e c o m p l e t e s p a n o f l i b r a r l e s o f t h e R o y a l N a v y 
a f l o a t a n d a s h o r e , i n c l u d e s a l l o f t h e s i x t y p e s w h i c h b a v e j u s t b e e n 
b r i e f l y r e v i e w e d , a n d t h i s m u s t n o t b e f o r g o t t e n , a l t h o u g h t h e m a i n 
t y p e t o b e s t u d i e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n i s t h e o n e w h i c h i s p e r h a p s 
t h e m o s t r e a d i l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e R o y a l N a v y , t h e S h i p ' s L i b r a r i e s . 
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F i n a l l y , i t must be remembered t h a t i n s e t t i n g up i t s range 
of l i b r a r i e s the A d m i r a l t y a l so had t o set up an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e netvrork 
t o supply and maintain them. The V i c t u a l l i n g Department became t h a t 
agency, p r o v i d i n g and keeping i n v e n t o r i e s and s t o r e s o f books f o r H.M. 
ships around the globe and n a v a l shore bases. Tbe new Royal W i l l i a m 
V i c t u a l l i n g Yard at Stonehouse, completed i n 1835, was one o f the t h r e e 
major establishments o f the V i c t u a l l i n g Department and was consequently 
an important channel through which books and l i b r a r i e s passed t o and 
from the s h i p s , even though t he records of a c t u a l s h i p s ' l i b r a r i e s i n 
the Three Towns themselves are comparatively few. I t i s because of 
t h i s s p e c i a l rôle as a l i b r a r y agency, o f considérable importance i n the 
h i s t o r y o f naval l i b r a r i e s although not i t s e l f a l i b r a r y , t h a t some 
détail bas been provided i n the h i s t o r y o f n a v a l s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s and 
s h i p s ' l i b r a r i e s on the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e aspect o f t h e s e r v i c e , so t h a t 
the q u a l i t a t i v e nature o f the work at Stonehouse can be seen even i f i t 
cannot be a c t u a l l y q u a n t i f i e d . 
10.2.1 Naval school l i b r a r i e s 
Boys c o u l d g a i n admission t o the Navy i n two ways. One was t o 
enter immediately on board a s h i p i n commission, and the second was t o 
be r e c e i v e d i n t o one of t h e t r a i n i n g ships i n harbour and l a t e r d r a f t e d 
i n t o a seagoing s h i p . Schools were t h e r e f o r e e v e n t u a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d 
both on seagoing s h i p s and on the t r a i n i n g s h i p s , but f o r a long time 
the q u a l i t y of éducation was poor because of the g e n e r a l l y low standard 
of t e a c h i n g and the l a c k o f enforcement i n t o éducation. I t was probably 
i n 1811, the year t h a t the Army e s t a b l i s h e d i t s s c h o o l s , t h a t the Navy 
took i t s f i r s t o f f i c i a i step towards naval éducation by e s t a b l i s h i n g 
the o f f i c e of Schoolmaster on the r e g u l a r peacetime complément of Guard-
ships and seagoing s h i p s o f f i f t h r a t e or above ( i . e . w i t h crews o f 245 
or more) (65). For many years t h e r e were problems o f pay and s t a t u s , 
and i t was not u n t i l 1836 t h a t the Schoolmaster became a warrant o f f i c e r ; i n 
1840 a proper s a l a r y was e s t a b l i s h e d , and 1842 t h e post became simply 
Naval I n s t r u c t o r ; i n 1861 Naval I n s t r u c t o r s f i n a l l y achieved t h e s t a t u s 
of f u l l y commissioned o f f i c e r s . The Newcastle Commission's Report on 
public éducation i n t h a t year surveyed the éducation system pf the 
Navy and pronounced i t t o be i n f e r i o r t o t h a t o f t h e Army (66) . The 
Ad m i r a l t y was accused of acknowledging the n e c e s s i t y of éducation but 
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showing l i t t l e earnestness i n c a r r y i n g i t out. D e s p i t e the p r o v i s i o n s 
f o r the appointment o f schoolmasters, education on the sea-going s h i p s 
was very d e f e c t i v e , and was l a r g e l y dependent upon the i n t e r e s t shown 
by the Captain and Second O f f i c e r . Even where s c h o o l s were h e l d , they 
were i r r e g u l a r because o f the p r i o r c l a i m s o f seamanship on the students. 
The t r a i n i n g schools were a f f e c t e d by s i m i l a r problems of poor and 
i n s u f f i c i e n t education, f o r the boys were o f t e n d r a f t e d before they had 
rec e i v e d any or much educat i o n . As t h e r e s u l t o f the recommendations 
of the Newcastle Commission t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s 
o f the Naval I n s t r u c t o r s was much improved, and the amount of i n s t r u c t i o n 
was l a i d down f o r t h e d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s of boys. Now t h a t the problems 
of r e c r u i t i n g p r o p e r l y q u a l i f i e d s t a f f and the enforcement o f education 
were r e s o l v e d , i t might be expected t h a t the standard of education would 
improve and t h a t t h e r e would be a g r e a t e r emphasis on the use of books 
and p o s s i b l y l i b r a r i e s . 
From the mid n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y l i s t s o f books f o r the n a v a l 
schools were f r e q u e n t l y produced and r e v i s e d . They are r e f e r r e d t o as 
"school books", and c e r t a i n l y many o f the works were s u p p l i e d i n m u l t i p l e 
copies and were e v i d e n t l y intended t o be used as classroom textbooks. 
However, some t i t l e s i n each l i s t appear t o bave been r e f e r e n c e c o p i e s 
f o r the use of boys and masters, and i t i s very l i k e l y t h a t the c o l l e c t i o n 
of books was kept i n the t r a i n i n g s h i p schoolrooms and a v a i l a b l e f o r 
c o n s u l t a t i o n d u r i n g t h e s p e c i f i e d p e r i o d s on the t i m e t a b l e f o r study and 
r e c r e a t i o n . These seem t o bave developed i n t o t he l a t e r r e f e r e n c e 
s e c t i o n s o f the t r a i n i n g s h i p l i b r a r i e s , and t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s , the 
school books provided f o r sea-going ships,were i s s u e d t o s i x t h - r a t e 
ships and sloops an a c t u a l p a r t of the Ship's L i b r a r y . I t i s 
p o s s i b l e t o t r a c e t h i s g e n e r a l development, which must bave a f f e c t e d the 
books passing through t h e V i c t u a l l i n g Yard at Stonehouse, and t o see 
somethingof the p r a c t i c a l r e s u l t s i n the t r a i n : i n g s h i p s at Devonport, 
which had undoubtedly had d i s t i n c t school l i b r a r i e s long before the 
year 1901 when the f i r s t d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n appeared. 
The e a r l i e s t r e g u l a t i o n s which bave been fovind amongst the 
A d m i r a l t y Orders a r e dated 24 February 1857 (67), although t h i s was not 
the e a r l i e s t t o be i s s u e d f o r i t opens w i t h the i n s t r u c t i o n t h a t a l i 
previous Orders were c a n c e l l e d and the f o l l o w i n g arrangement s u b s t i t u t e d . 
When a I s t . , 2nd. or 3rd. r a t e s h i p i s commissioned, the Chaplain i s t o 
demand t h e f o l l o w i n g books, which are t o be kept i n the charge of the 
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C h a p l a i n a n d s e a m e n ' s S c h o o l m a s t e r f o r t h e i n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e b o y s 
a n d s u c h s e a m e n a s m a y a t t e n d : 
1 , 2 & 3 4 & 5 
R a t e s R a t e s 
E n g l i s h g r a m m a r 1 2 8 
S p e l i i n g B o o k s u p e r s e d e d 1 2 8 
I n t r o d u c t i o n t o G e o g r a p h y 1 2 8 
C o m p e n d i u m o f G e o g r a p h y 6 4 
A r i t h m e t l e 1 2 1 0 
F i r s t B o o k o f L e s s o n s ) 2 4 1 8 
2 n d . d o . d o . ) 1 8 1 2 
-) j j j ^ I r i s h 3 r d . d o . d o . ) 1 2 8 
B o a r d 
4 t h . d o . d o . ) 6 4 
5 t h . d o . d o . ) 6 4 
D i c t i o n a r y , E n g l i s h ( P r o f . S u l l i v a n ) 1 1 
W a l l ' s S c r i p t u r e h i s t o r y 1 5 1 0 
B i b l e a n d G o s p e l H i s t o r y 2 0 1 6 
C a t e c h i s m s , C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d 6 0 4 0 
One h a l f the numier i n t h i s l i s t o f books i s t o be added 
t o the l i b r a r i e s o f ship s o f the 6th. Rate and Sloops, 
f o r the i n s t r u c t i o n o f the boys, by such person as the 
Captain of the s h i p may appointV (68) 
The reference t o the number o f books f o r the 5th. Rates and Sloops 
means one h a l f o f the number provided f o r the 4th. and 5th. Rates. 
These books had t o l a s t t h e d u r a t i o n of a ship's commission on a 
seagoing v e s s e l . The t r a i n i n g s h i p s were allowed t o r e c e i v e t h e 
number of books assigned t o I s t . , 2nd. or 3rd. Rates, and a new 
consignment c o u l d be requested every t h r e e years. F o r t u n a t e l y some 
s t a t i s t i c s about the numbers o f boys being educated i n t h e t r a i n i n g 
s h i p s at the Port of Plymouth are a v a i l a b l e f o r 1860, and i t can be 
seen t h a t the above books were q u i t e i n s u f f i c i e n t i n q u a n t i t y and 
t h a t the edu c a t i o n a l standard was then so poor t h a t i t i s d o u b t f u l 
whether a l i b r a r y would bave been much used i f i t had e x i s t e d . There 
were t h r e e t r a i n i n g s h i p s a t t h e P o r t . The Impregnable was the f l a g s h i p 
and the main t r a i n i n g s h i p . She contained 200 a p p r e n t i c e s ( i . e . appren-
t i c e seamen), organised i n t h r e e c l a s s e s . C l a s s 3, t h e lowest standard, 
contained 87 students who had a very low educational attainment and c o u l d 
s c a r c e l y read. C l a s s 2 a l s o had 87 students, of whom l e s s than one 
t h i r d were ab l e t o w r i t e a simple d i c t a t e d sentence without making more 
than t h r e e mistakes. The t o p c l a s s , óf 26 , could read f l u e n t l y . 
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Write a c o m p o s i t i o n , a n d a c c o m p l i s h s o m e a r i t h m e t i c . T h e g i o n n e r y s h i p , 
Cambridge, h a d 1 5 8 s t u d e n t s ; a n d t h e Royal Adelaide h a d 1 9 4 s t u d e n t s , o f 
w h o m t h i r t y h a d l e a r n e d t o r e a d s i n c e t h e y j o i n e d t h e s h i p . T h e n i i m b e r s 
o f f l u e n t r e a d e r s s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n s m a l l , b u t i t i s e n c o u r a g i n g t o 
f i n d t h a t i t s e e m s a s t h o u g h s o m e r e a d i n g a b i l i t y w a s b e i n g i n c u l c a t e d , 
a n d t h e l i t e r a c y r a t e i n t h e N a v y w a s e v i d e n t l y r i s i n g . T h e m o r e 
s e r i o n s d é t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e A d m i r a l t y t o p r o v i d e b e t t e r é d u c a t i o n i s 
p r o b a b l y r e f l e c t e d i n t h e r e v i s e d l i s t o f s c h o o l b o o k s w h i c h w a s p r o d u c e d 
i n 1 8 6 3 ( 6 9 ) . T h e r a n g e o f w o r k s a n d n u m b e r s o f c o p i e s a r e s h o w n i n 
T a b l e 4 7 . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o f i n d t h a t t h e b o o k s f o r t h e t r a i n i n g 
s h i p s a r e n o w p l a c e d o n a s c a l e r e l a t e d t o t h e n i i m b e r o f b o y s , i n t h e 
s a m e w a y a s t h e s e a g o i n g s h i p s , f o r t h e r a t e o f a s h i p w a s a n i n d i c a t i o n 
o f t h e s i z e o f b e r c r e w a n d t h e r e f o r e r e l a t e d a l s o t o t h e n u m b e r o f b o y s 
o n b o a r d . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e r a n g e o f r e a d i n g b o o k s , r e l i g i o n s w o r k s , 
a r i t h m e t i c , g e o g r a p h y , h i s t o r y a n d g r a m m a r b o o k s , t h e s c h o o l s w e r e i s s u e d 
with sets o f m a p s . 
I n 1 8 7 1 t h e " g ê n e r o n s " a l l o c a t i o n s o f t h e 1 8 6 3 b o o k l i s t w e r e 
r e d u c e d ( 7 0 ) , and in 1 8 8 0 t h e r e w a s a f u r t h e r , d r a m a t i c , r é d u c t i o n i n 
t h e s u p p l y ( 7 1 ) , in w h i c h t h e a l l o w a n c e o f r e a d i n g b o o k s f e l l f r o m t h e 
f o r m e r 2 0 - 6 0 % to 7 - 1 5 % ; C h a m b e r s ' Standard arithmetical exercises 
f e l l f r o m a 5 0 % p r o v i s i o n t o 2 % . M a n y w o r k s w e r e o m i t t e d e n t i r e l y f r o m 
the s e a g o i n g s h i p s , a n d a s t a n d a r d n u m b e r o f c o p i e s o f o t h e r s w a s a p p l i e d 
e q u a l l y , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e s h i p ' s r a t i n g . T h e r e a s o n f o r t h i s i s n o t 
h a r d t o f i n d . T h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f n a t i o n a l e l e m e n t a r y é d u c a t i o n w a s 
r e s u l t i n g i n b e t t ' e r e d u c a t e d e n t r a n t s t o t h e N a v y . A s a c o n s é q u e n c e , 
s c h o o l s w e r e d i s c o n t i n u e d i n t h e s e a g o i n g s h i p s , é d u c a t i o n w a s c o n c e n t r a t e d 
i n t h e t r a i n i n g s h i p s , a n d t h e m o r e i i n i f o r m e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t s b e f o r e 
e n t r y m a d e i t p o s s i b l e t o r a i s e t h e s t a n d a r d s o f é d u c a t i o n t h e r e . 
T h e n e e d w a s now f o r m o r e e x t e n s i v e f a c i l i t i e s t o r e a d f o r p e r s o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d r é c r é a t i o n , a n d t o m e e t t h i s t h e t r a i n i n g s h i p s c a r r i e d 
a n o r d i n a r y S e a m e n ' s L i b r a r y ( v i d . i n f . ) a n d s p e c i a l c o l l e c t i o n s o f 
l i t e r a t u r e s u i t a b l e f o r b o y s . T h i s n e w s i t u a t i o n i s d e s c r i b e d i n H u n t ' s 
a c c o x m t i n 1 9 0 1 o f t h e t r a i n i n g s h i p s Impregnable a n d Lion w h i c h w e r e 
m o o r e d i n t h e H a m o a z e o f f D e v o n p o r t . 
T h e Impregnable w a s t h e l a r g e s t t r a i n i n g s h i p i n t h e N a v y , 
a n d b e r C a p t a i n w a s a l s o t h e o f f i c i a i I n s p e c t i n g C a p t a i n o f a i l t h e o t h e r 
t r a i n i n g s h i p s , s o i t m i g h t b e e x p e c t e d t h a t t h e l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n o n 
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T a b l e 4 7 B o o k s f o r S h i p s ' S c h o o l s , 1 8 S 3 
T r a i n i n g s h i p s a n d 
s t a t i o n a r y s h i p s 
I s t y e a r a f t e r ­
w a r d s 
O t h e r s h i p s , 
f o r t h e w h o l e C o n m i s s i o n 
I s t . , 2 n d 4 t h & 6 t h 
& 3 r d . 5 t h R a t e s & 
R a t e s R a t e s S l o o p s 
n o . p e r 
l O O b o y s 
n o . n o . n o . 
c o p i e s c o p i e s c o p i e s 
R E A D I N G B O O K S 
G r o u p 1 . 
• F i r s t r e a d i n g b o o k 
P a r t 1 
P a r t 2 
I r i s h , F i r s t 
r e a d i n g b o o k 
G r o u p 2 
• S e c o n d r e a d i n g b o o k 
F i r s t s e q u e l " " 
S e c o n d s e q u e l " " 
I r i s h , S e c o n d b o o k 
F i r s t s e q u e l " " 
S e c o n d s e q u e l " " 
G r o u p 3 
• T h i r d r e a d i n g b o o k 
S u p p l e m e n t " " 
I r i s h , T h i r d b o o k 
G r o u p 4 
• F o u r t h r e a d i n g b o o k 
I r i s h 
S u p p l e m e n t t o " 
F i f t h r e a d i n g b o o k 
J o n e s ' s A d v a n c e d 
r e a d i n g b o o k 
D o . f o r a d u l t s 
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2 5 W a t t s ' S c r i p t u r e h i s t o r y 
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G o s p e l h i s t o r y 5 0 
C h u r c h C a t e c h i s m 1 0 0 
D o . b r o k e n i n t o s h o r t 
q u e s t i o n s 2 5 
• O u r S a v i o u r ' s p a r a b l e s 4 0 
D o . m i r a c l e s 4 0 
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4 0 
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Table 47 continued 
ARITHMETIC 
G l e i g ' s Manual of 
A r i t h m e t i c 50 
Colenso's Textbook o f do. 2 copies 
P r o g r e s s i v e examples 
P a r t 1 30 
P a r t 2 30 
P a r t 3 30 
Or -in lieu of the above. 
H a l l ' s A r i t h m e t i c , P a r t 1 5 
Do., with Answers 2 
Do., Part 2 50 
Do., with Answers 2 
*Books of t a b l e s 100 
HISTORY 
White's Landmarks o f 
E n g l i s h h i s t o r y 20 
White's Modem h i s t o r y 20 
G l e i g ' s Book of bicgraphy 12 
(y 
GEOGRAPHY 
Hughes' F i r s t book o f 
geography 
Hughes' General geo­
graphy 
Hughes' Geography of 
B r i t i s h Empire 
Or in lieu of Hughes ' 
General geography^ 
Cornwell's Geography 
GRAMMAR 
McLeod's Définitions 
of grammar 
McLeod's E x p l a n a t o r y 
grammar 
Or M o r a l i ' s E n g l i s h 
grammar and a n a l y s i s 
Lowe's E n g l i s h p a r s i n g 
Hopkins' E x e r c i s e s i n 
orthography 
Anderson's Ortho-
g r a p h i c a l e x e r c i s e s 
Chambers' E n g l i s h 
composition 
H a l l ' s A l g e b r a f o r 
schools 
DICTIONARY 
P r o f . S u l l i v a n ' s 
20 
10 
15 
10 
3 
G 
•H 
> 
U 
a 
+j 
c 
G 
-D 
0) 
JJ 
10 
4J 
W 
< 
24 
i n 
a i l 
24 i n a i l 
2 
20 
20 
2 
lOO 75 40 
2 1 1 
60 40 20 
60 40 20 
50 30 15 
lOO 75 40 
2 2 1 
lOO 75 40 
2 2 1 
200 160 80 
40 30 15 
40 30 15 
30 20 lO 
60 40 20 
30 20 10 
40 30 15 
30 20 lO 
30 20 lO 
30 20 10 
30 20 lO 
2 1 1 
40 30 15 
40 30 15 
1 1 1 
Books p u b l i s h e d by the S.P.C.K. 
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b o a r d w o u l d a t l e a s t b e o f t b e m i n i m u m s t a n d a r d n o r m a l l y e x p e c t e d 
o n s u c b s h i p s . T h e n u m b e r o f b o y s o n b o a r d v a r i e d f r o m 1 , 5 0 O t o 2 , O C X ) . 
" T h e b o y s ' l i b r a r y c o n t a i n s a b o u t 1 , 5 0 0 b o o k s , w h i c h a r e 
i s s u e d o n M o n d a y s , T u e s d a y s , W e d n e s d a y s a n d F r i d a y s . A 
s c h o o l m a s t e r c o n d u c t s t h e l i b r a r y a n d k e e p s a m a n u s c r i p t 
c a t a l o g u e o f t h e b o o k s . 
T h e s c h o o l r o o m i n w h i c h t h e b o o k s a r e k e p t i s t h r o w n o p e n 
f o r r é c r é a t i o n o n a l l e v e n i n g s a f t e r t e a u n t i l 7 . 3 0 . 
D ü r i n g t h i s t i m e t h e r e i s a g o o d s u p p l y o f p e r i o d i c a l s , 
w h i c h i n c l u d e s a l l t h e p r i n c i p a l i l l u s t r a t e d p a p e r s , m o n t h l y 
p e r i o d i c a l s , a n d d a i l y n e w s p a p e r s . . . . G a m e s m a y b e 
p l a y e d , i n c l u d i n g c h e s s , d r a u g h t s , d o m i n o e s , a n d b a g a t e l l e , 
b u t t h è s e a r e p r o v i d e d f r o m a d i f f é r e n t s o u r c e . T h i s r o o m 
i s w e l l l i g h t e d a n d m a d e a t t r a c t i v e a n d c o m f o r t a b l e f o r t h e 
b o y s , w h o m a y w r i t e l e t t e r s b e r e . . . . A s c h o o l m a s t e r , 
o t h e r t h a n t h e l i b r a r i a n , i s i n c h a r g e d u r i n g t h i s t i m e . 
I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e a b o v e , a p a c k e t o f p r o v i n c i a l n e w s p a p e r s 
a n d p e r i o d i c a l s , s u c h a s i s s e n t t o a l l f i r s t - c l a s s s h i p s 
o n f o r e i g n s t a t i o n s , i s s u p p l i e d b y t h e A d m i r a l t y ' . ' ( 7 2 ) 
T h e c o s t o f t h e b o o k s , p a p e r s a n d p e r i o d i c a l s f o r t h e e x c l u s i v e u s e o f 
t h e b o y s w a s m e t f r o m a f u n d t o w h i c h e v e r y b o y c o n t r i b u t e d 2 d . p e r 
m o n t h ; t h e c h a p l a i n a n d h e a d m a s t e r m a n a g e d t h e f u n d s . T h e s a m e 
f i n a n c i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n c o m m o n t o a l i t r a i n i n g s h i p s ( 7 3 ) . 
T h e s e c o n d l o c a l t r a i n i n g s h i p w a s t h e m u c h s m a l l e r v e s s e l . Lion, w h i c h 
c a r r i e d a b o u t l , O O 0 b o y s ; y e t , a s w i l l be seen f r o m t h e f o l l o w i n g 
d e s c r i p t i o n , s h e h a d a m u c h l a r g a r l i b r a r y t h a n t h e Impregnable, a n d 
t h e r e i s a l s o t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e s m a l l e r s h i p ' s l i b r a r y w a s m o r e 
p o p u l ä r a r a o n g t h e b o y s . I f so, i t w a s p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e o f t h e a m o v i n t o f 
i n t e r e s t a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g s h o w n b y t h e r e s p e c t i v e c a p t a i n s a n d t h o s e 
w h o w e r e i n v o l v e d i n t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e l i b r a r y f u h d s . 
" T h e b o y s ' l i b r a r y of t h e s h i p c o n t a i n s a b o u t 2 , 1 0 0 v o l u m e s , 
C h i e f l y c h o s e n a s b e i n g a d a p t e d f o r b o y s ' r e a d i n g - n o t t o c 
l o f t y f o r t h e m , b u t c a r e f u l l y s e l e c t e d . T h e f a v o u r i t e 
a u t h o r s a r e : G . A , H e n t y ( a n e a s y f i r s t ) , M a n v i l l e F e n n , C o n a n 
D o y l e , G o r d o n S t a b l e s , B e t r a m M i t f o r d , C l a r k e R u s s e l l , B a l l a n -
t y n e , K i n g s t o n , M a r r y a t t , M a y n e R e i d , R i d e r H a g g a r d , C h a r l e s 
R e a d a n d M i s s B r a d d o n . B o o k s a r e i s s u e d t w i c e w e e k l y , a n d 
t h e n u m b e r r a n g e s f r o m 6 0 t o l O O . T h e y m a y b e k e p t f o r t w o 
w e e k s , a n d r e n e w e d i f r e q u i r e d l o n g e r . I f n é g l i g e n t l y l o s t , 
b o y s a r e r e q u i r e d t o p a y a p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e v a l u e o f t h e 
b o o k . V e r y f e w a r e , h o w e v e r , l o s t , a n d t h e m o s t p o p u l ä r w h e n 
w o r n a r e r e b o u n d . T h e b o y s t a k e c a r e of t h e b o o k s , a n d t h e y 
l a s t a c o n s i d é r a b l e t i m e . N o o n e b u t b o y s a r e p e r m i t t e d t o 
b o r r o w f r o m t h i s l i b r a r y ' . ' ( 7 4 ) 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o f i n d t h a t t h e i n d i v i d u a i l i b r a r i e s o n 
t h è s e t r a i n i n g s h i p s c o n t a i n e d m o r e v o l u m e s t h a n t h e w h o l e j u v e n i l e 
s t o c k of t h e c e n t r a i p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , a n d t h e s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s o f s o m e 
2 O 0 v o l u m e s e a c h a t P l y m o u t h a p p e a r p a t h e t i c i n c o m p a r i s o n . 
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10-2.2 .Ships' L i b r a r i e s 
The o f f i c i a l establishment o f s h i p s ' l i b r a r i e s i n 1838 does 
not seem t o have been foreshadowed by the h i g h degree of p r i v a t e enter­
p r i s e l i b r a r i e s such as had been e s t a b l i s h e d i n the Army lon g before 
t h e o f f i c i a l Army l i b r a r i e s were founded. Perhaps t h i s i s due t o the 
l e s s advanced l i t e r a c y and education i n the Navy, and i t a l s o seems 
l i k e l y t h a t the more heterogenous crews o f the s h i p s were l e s s favour­
a b l e environments f o r the emergence of s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e groups w i t h 
a common i n t e r e s t i n founding a s h i p ' s l i b r a r y , whether f o r o f f i c e r s o r 
men. Yet the tedium of l o n g voyages probably encouraged the o f f i c e r s , 
•at l e a s t , t o take a few books w i t h them, although t h e r e was l i t t l e space 
i n which t o keep them. 
The e a r l i e s t p r o p o s a l which the author has found f o r any kind 
o f l i b r a r y on board s h i p i s one made by Dr. Thomas Bray, o f p a r o c h i a l 
l i b r a r y fame. His experience at seaports and on v a r i o u s voyages had 
c l e a r l y given him some i n s i g h t i n t o the problems and d e s i r a b i l i t y of 
r e a d i n g f a c i l i t i e s at sea, and i n h i s w i l l he bequeathed £2 5 
" f o r the purpose o f p r o v i d i n g the c h a p l a i n s t o men o f war 
w i t h some of the c h o i c e s t t h e o l o g i c a l , p h i l o l o g i c a l , 
h i s t o r i c a l , and mathematical tracts'.' (75) 
In a c o d i c i l t o h i s w i l l , w r i t t e n not long before he d i e d , he added 
t h a t he was i n too weak a s t a t e of h e a l t h t o formulate a r e g u l a r plan 
f o r these l i b r a r i e s , but he recommended the p r o j e c t t o p u b l i c n o t i c e . 
Nothing seems t o have been done about i t a f t e r h i s death. I t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t he s i n g l e d out t h e s h i p s of the Royal Navy and not the 
M e r c a n t i l e Marine f o r h i s b e n e f a c t i o n , and from the general context of 
Bray's l i b r a r y work i t seems l i k e l y t h a t he intended t h a t the c h a p l a i n s 
should not o n l y have the use o f the books but should a l s o make them 
a v a i l a b l e t o o t h e r s who might wish t o read them. 
In 1816 an i n t e r e s t i n g proposal f o r the establishment of 
o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s on board s h i p s , on the p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y 
p r i n c i p l e , was published i n a l e t t e r t o the Naval chronicle by two 
o f f i c e r s o f Leander (76). A p p a r e n t l y the two authors of the idea were 
under the impression t h a t t h e i r proposal was the f i r s t one of i t s k i n d , 
and they do not quote any examples of e x i s t i n g s h i p s ' l i b r a r i e s , so 
perhaps the y were the f i r s t t o express t h e i r idea i n p u b l i c . 
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" G e n t l e m e n , 
W h e n w e c o n s i d e r t h e m a n y i m p r o v e m e n t s w h i c h h a v e b e e n m a d e 
i n t h e n a v y s i n c e t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y w a r , 
w e c a n n o t h e l p e x p r e s s i n g o u r s u i r p r i s e a n d a s t o n i s h m e n t t h a t 
s o u s e f u l a n e s t a b l i s h m e n t a s a p u b l i c l i b r a r y o n b o a r d h i s 
M a j e s t y ' s s h i p s o f w a r s h o u l d h a v e b e e n h i t h e r t o n e g l e c t e d ; 
m o r e e s p e c i a l l y a s . . . s u c h a n e s t a b l i s h m e n t i s n o t o n l y 
p r a c t i c a b l e , b u t . . , i t m a y b e a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t 
f a c i l i t y ; a n d . . . c o u l d o n l y r e q u i r e a s u g g e s t i o n t o b e 
c a r r i e d i n t o e f f e c t ' . ' (77) 
T h e w r i t e r s g o o n t o r e m i n d t h e i r r e a d e r s t h a t a l i b r a r y i n w h i c h t h e 
b e s t b o o k s i n t h e d i f f e r e n t b r a n c h e s o f s c i e n c e c o u l d b e r e f e r r e d t o 
a s n e e d a r o s e w o u l d b e o f g r e a t p r a c t i c a l v a l u e t o t h e m i n a v o i d i n g 
t h e w o r s t e r r o r s o f j u d g m e n t , a n d w o u l d h e l p t o a d d t o t h e i r k n o w l e d g e 
o f n a t u r a l p h e n o m e n a w h i c h t h e y w i t n e s s e d . 
" B u t , a l a s ! w h e n w e h a v e n o t t h o s e o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f r e a d i n g , 
t o g i v e u s c o n f i d e n c e i n o u r o w n j u d g m e n t i n t h e s e p a r a t i o n 
o f t r u t h f r o m e r r o r ; a n d w h e n w e c a n n o t m a k e s u c h i m m e d i a t e 
a p p l i c a t i o n t o a p p r o v e d w o r k s o n t h a t b r a n c h o f s c i e n c e 
w h i c h o c c u p i e s o u r a t t e n t i o n ; m o n t h s m a y p a s s a w a y ; o u r 
e n t h u s i a s m , i s g r a d u a l l y e x h a u s t e d ; ..'.' (78) 
T h e a u t h o r s o f t h e l e t t e r h a d o b v i o u s l y g i v e n m u c h c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o 
t h e i r s u b j e c t , f o r t h e y p r o d u c e d a s e t o f r e g u l a t i o n s w h i c h t h e y f e l t 
w o u l d b e s u i t a b l e f o r t h e s e o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s o n b o a r d s h i p ; b u t 
n o t h i n g s e e m s t o h a v e c o m e o f t h e i r i d e a , o r a t l e a s t n o c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 
o r r e p o r t s o f l i b r a r i e s h a v e b e e n f o u n d i n s u b s e q u e n t v o l u m e s o f t h e 
j o u r n a l . 
T h e o r i g i n o f s e a m e n ' s l i b r a r i e s s e e m t o h a v e b e e n i n t h e 
c o l l e c t i o n s o f r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h w e r e b e i n g p r o v i d e d r e g u l a r l y 
t o s h i p s a t t h e e n d o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a n d e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y b y s u c h s o c i e t i e s a s t h e S o c i e t y f o r t h e P r o m o t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n 
K n o w l e d g e , t h e B r i t i s h S a i l o r s ' S o c i e t y , a n d v a r i o u s t r a c t s o c i e t i e s . 
S i c k a n d w o u n d e d s e a m e n w e r e p a r t i c u l a r t a r g e t s o f t h i s l i t e r a t u r e . 
G o v e r n o r C r e y k e o f t h e R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l P l y m o u t h w r o t e i n h i s 
j o u r n a l o n 2 J u l y 1796: 
" R e c ' ^ 20 B i b l e s a n d 10 s m a l l b o o k s ' O f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 
a r e l i g i o u s l i f e ' f r o m t h e B i b l e S o c i e t y w h i c h I h a v e 
d i s t r i b u t e d i n t o t h e W a r d s e n t r u s t i n g t h e m t o t h e c a r e o f 
t h e N u r s e s f o r t h e u s e o f t h e p a t i e n t s ' . ' (79) 
A n d a g a i n o n 17 D e c e m b e r 1797: 
" D e l i v e r e d o u t 2 B i b l e s a n d 12 C o m m o n P r a y e r B o o k s t o b e 
u s e d i n t h e C h a p e l a n d s e v e r a l R e l i g i o u s B o o k s f o r t h e 
u s e o f t h e W a r d s ' . ' (80) 
D r . L e o n a r d G i l l e s p i e , P h y s i c i a n t o t h e F l e e t i n t h e W e s t I n d i e s i n 
1800, n o t e d i n h i s d i a r y f o r 2 A u g u s t : 
556. 
" S e n t o n b o a r d t h e L e v i a t h a n 8 B i b l e s 
8 B r a y s B o o k s o n M é d i t a t i o n f o r s i c k p e r s o n s 
f o r t b e u s e o f t h e S h i p s C o m p a n y , w i t h s o m e o t h e r 
r e l i g i o n s b o o k s t o f o r m a L i b r a r y f o r t h e S i c k B e r t h l ' (81) 
I n 1815 t h e A d m i r a l t y i s s u e d r é g u l a t i o n s f o r t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f b o o k s 
o f r e l i g i o n s w o r s h i p u n d e r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e C h à p l a i n - G e n e r a l o f 
t h e F l e e t (82) ; t h e b o o k s w e r e i s s u e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e f o r m u l a 
o f o n e Bible t o e v e r y 32 m e n , a n d o n e New Testament, t w o Books of Common 
Frayer , a n d t w o Psalters t o e a c h m e s s o f e i g h t m e n . T h e P u r s e r w a s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i s s u i n g t h e m a n d k e e p i n g a r e c o r d , w h i c h m e a n t a r e g n l a r 
m u s t e r i n g o f t h e b o o k s (83). I n 1827 t h e c o n t r o l w a s t a k e n f u r t h e r 
w h e n t h e o r d e r w a s g i v e h t h a t c a p t a i n s a n d c o m m a n d i n g o f f i c e r s s h o n l d 
o n l y a l l o w t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t r a c t s a n d r e l i g i o u s b o o k s w h i c h h a d 
b e e n f i r s t a p p r o v e d b y t h e C h a p l a i n - G e n e r a l (84). I n 1828 t h e n e w l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d V i c t u a l l i n g B o a r d c a m e f u l l y i n t o t h e s i t u a t i o n , f o r i t w a s 
d i r e c t e d t o s u p p l y a d d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o u s b o o k s a n d t r a c t s a n d t h e r e b y 
b e g a n t o e s t a b l i s h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m a c h i n e r y w h i c h w a s s o o n t o b e 
u s e d f o r a c t u a l l i b r a r i e s . I t a l s o s e e m s a s t h o u g h t h e e x p a n s i o n o f 
t h e r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e p e r m i t t e d i n 1828 v i r t u a l l y i n d i c a t e s t h e 
f o r m a t i o n a t t h a t d a t e o f r e l i g i o u s l i b r a r i e s : 
" H i s R o y a l H i g h n e s s t h e ' L o r d H i g h A d m i r a i b a s b e e n p l e a s e d t o 
d i r e c t t h e V i c t u a l l i n g B o a r d t o s u p p l y t o e a c h o f H i s M a j e s t y ' s 
S h i p s a n d V e s s e l s a s é l e c t i o n o f R e l i g i o u s B o o k s a n d T r a c t s 
f o r t h e u s e o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e C o m p a n i e s , ( i n a d d i t i o n t o 
t h o s e a l r e a d y a l l o w e d ) ; a n d H i s R o y a l H i g h n e s s h e r e b y d i r e c t s 
t h a t t h e s a i d B o o k s a n d T r a c t s s h a l l b e p l a c e d i n c h a r g e o f 
t h e P u r s e r f o r t h e G e n e r a l u s e o f t h e S h i p ' s C o m p a n y , t o w h o m 
t h e B o o k s a r e t o b e l e n t i n s u c h m a n n e r a n d a t s u c h t i m e s a s 
t h e C a p t a i n m a y t h i n k p r o p e r t o d i r e c t . A s é l e c t i o n o f t h è s e 
B o o k s i ' s t o b e l e n t t o t h e S u r g e o n f o r t h e u s e o f t h e s i c k 
b a y , a n d t o b e u n d e r h i s c a r e w h i l e s o l e n t , b u t t o b e 
r e t u r n e d t o t h e P u r s e r w h e n t h e S h i p i s p a i d o f f . 
H i s R o y a l H i g h n e s s d e s i r e s i t t o b e u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h è s e 
B o o k s a n d T r a c t s , w h e n s u p p l i e d , a r e t o l a s t t h e S h i p d u r i n g 
t h e w h o l e t i m e s h e m a y b e i n c o m m i s s i o n , a n d t h a t t h e y a r e 
t o b e c o n s i d e r e d a s S h i p ' s S t o r e s , t o b e t a k e n p r o p e r c a r e 
o f , a n d r e t u r n e d i n t o S t o r e w h e n t h e S h i p i s p a i d o f f ' . ' (85) 
T h e w a y i n w h i c h t h e V i c t u a l l i n g O f f i c e d e a l t w i t h t h i s t y p e o f s t o c k 
k e e p i n g i s s h o w n i n T a b l e 48, w h i c h a l s o p r o v e s t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e 
V i c t u a l l i n g Y a r d a t S t o n e h o u s e i n t h i s t r a f f i c , s o o n t o b e e x p a n d e d . 
T h e p r é c i s e e v e n t s l e a d i n g u p t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f S e a r a e n ' s 
L i b r a r i e s i n 1838 a r e n o t k n o w n ; b u t t h e r e w e r e p r o b a b l y s e v e r a l f a c t o r s 
w h i c h a s s i s t e d . I n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e C u s t o m s h a d e s t a b l i s h e d l i b r a r i e s 
TABLE 48 Estimated requirements of R e l i g i o u s Books f o r Ships L i b r a r i e s , 1841/42^ 
In Store 
1.1.1842 
B i b l e s 
Deptford 184 
Portsmouth 80 
Plymouth 93 
T o t a l 357 
In stock 
1.2.1841 652 
Issued 295 
Required f o r 2 y r s . 642 
Proposed purchase 600 
(a 4s l l d 
STAMPED 
Testaments Prayerbooks 
179 
220 
290 
689 
1,365 
676 
1,474 
1,500 
Is 9d 
607 
698 
610 
1,915 
3,370 
1,455 
3,174 
3,000 
2s 2i5d 
P s a l t e r s 
721 
721 
660 
2,102 
3,010 
908 
1,980 
2,000 
lOäjd 
B i b l e s 
116 
135 
124 
375 
394 
19 
42 
200 
UNSTAMPED 
Testaments Prayerbooks 
130 
339 
232 
701 
754 
53 
116 
300 
4s 104d Is Bhd 
132 
228 
217 
637 
697 
60 
130 
300 
2s 2ä 
P s a l t e r s 
100 
100 
150 
350 
350 
Estimated cost E764. 3s. 2d. 
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f o r the Coastguards as the r e s u i t of a r e p o r t i n 1836 (86), and 
t h a t had i n t u r n been a t t r i b u t e d l a r g e l y t o t b e i n f l u e n c e o f Mrs. F r y 
who had succeeded i n g e t t i n g the Government t o e s t a b l i s h l i b r a r i e s f o r 
th e use of p a t i e n t s i n nav a l h o s p i t a l s ( p o s s i b l y a more formai System 
than the one a l r e a d y i n opération) (87). Probably the a c t u a l motive 
i n e s t a b l i s h i n g Seamen's L i b r a r i e s was a mixture o f moral reform, 
of improving t h e gênerai knowledge of seamen, of éducation, or of simple 
humanity f o r men who were f o r c e d t o spend many hours at sea without 
occupation when not on a c t i v e duty. Many c a p t a i n s probably f a i t t h e 
same as one who, i n r e q u e s t i n g t h i s new L i b r a r y i n 1843 gave as b i s 
reason t h a t : 
"... t h e r e being many hours a f t e r work i s over when the men 
bave no occupation and when read i n g may tend t o a s s i s t the 
d i s c i p l i n e o f the Ship, as w e l l as the moral h e a l t h of 
t h e peopleV (88) 
The décision t o e s t a b l i s h Seamen's L i b r a r i e s was taken i n 1838 and 
promulgated i n A d m i r a l t y Memoranda of 24 August (which was withdrawn) 
and 6 December 1838. T h i s was a d e f i n i t e departure from t h e r e l i g i o u s 
l i b r a r i e s which were a l r e a d y being s u p p l i e d , although i t was q u i t e a 
while before some o f t h e c a p t a i n s and commanding o f f i c e r s f u l l y a p p r e c i -
ated the f a c t , f o r t h e y o f t e n made mistaken requests f o r " r e l i g i o u s 
li b r a r i e s ' , ' w h i l e meaning t he new l i b r a r i e s . The t e x t of t h e i n s t r u c t i o n 
was as f o l l o w s : 
"My Lords Commissioners of the A d m i r a l t y are pleased t o d i r e c t 
t h a t L i b r a r i e s s h a l l be e s t a b l i s h e d on board Her Majesty's Ships 
and V e s s e l s , and t h a t c e r t a i n books of which t h e i r Lordships 
bave formed a sélection, s h a l l be i s s u e d f o r t h e use of the 
severa l , S h i p s ' Companies; t he Ca p t a i n s and Commanding O f f i c e r s 
are t h e r e f o r e hereby d i r e c t e d t o cause a proper bookcase 
t o be f i t t e d up i n some convenient p l a c e under t h e charge o f 
t h e Seaman's Schoolmaster o r such other f i t person as be may 
t h i n k b e s t . 
The books are t o be l e n t t o the Seamen under such régulations 
as t h e Captain may f i n d i t a d v i s a b l e t o adopt f o r the purpose 
o f r e n d e r i n g them as a c c e s s i b l e and u s e f u l as p o s s i b l e , and 
f o r e n s u r i n g t h e i r p r o p e r l y taken care of'.' (89) 
The V i c t u a l l i n g O f f i c e immediately set about making the arrangements t o 
obtain t h e books, and i t appears t h a t t h e complète i n d i v i d u e l l i b r a r i e s 
were sent t o the v i c t u a l l i n g dépôts such as Plymouth f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
instead o f each o f them a c q u i r i n g stocks o f the i n d i v i d u a l works. The 
author bas uncovered what appears t o be a p r e v i o u s l y unknown f i l e o f 
matériel on the e a r l y l i b r a r i e s amongst t h e V i c t u a l l i n g O f f i c e a r c h i v e s 
at the P u b l i c Record O f f i c e , which bas y i e l d e d u s e f u l détail of the 
5 5 9 . 
f i r s t f i v e y e a r s o f t h e s c h e m e ( 9 0 ) . I t a l s o p r o v e s t h e d i r e c t 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e R o y a l W i l l i a m V i c t u a l l i n g Y a r d , a l t h o u g h t h e r e i s 
n o m e a n s o f q u a n t i f y i n g i t . T h e s u b s t a n c e o f t h e n e w i n f o r m a t i o n i s 
s u m m a r i s e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g p a r a g r a p h s . 
T h e l i b r a r i e s w e r e p r o v i d e d i n t h r e e s t a n d a r d s i z e s , y i z . : 
3 1 9 v o l u m e s ' f o r L i n e o f B a t t i e S h i p s 
1 7 4 v o l u m e s f o r F r i g a t e s 
1 1 2 v o l u m e s f o r o t h e r v e s s e l s . 
T h i s v a r i a t i o n o f s i z e w a s a c h i e v e d b y v a r y i n g t h e n u m b e r s o f c o p i e s o f 
a w o r k , b u t e a c h s h i p h a d a t l e a s t o n e c o p y o f e a c h . o f t h e 7 4 t i t l e s o n 
t h e s t a n d a r d l i s t . T h e e a r l i e s t p r i n t e d l i s t o f s t a n d a r d t i t l e s s e e m s 
t o b e d a t e d J a n u a r y 1 8 4 1 , a n d t h e c o n t e n t s a r e s h o w n i n T a b l e 4 9 . A b o u t 
o n e t h i r d o f t h e w o r k s w e r e r e l i g i o u s , o n e q u a r t e r o n n a u t i c a l s u b j e c t s 
s u c h a s v o y a g e s a n d s e a m a n s h l p , a n d t h e r e m a i n d e r w e r e o n g e n e r a l s u b j e c t s 
s u c h a s h i s t o r y , g e o g r a p h y , E n g l i s h , a r i t h m e t i c , a n d n a t u r a i h i s t o r y . 
T h r e e m a g a z i n e s w e r e i n c l u d e d , i n s e t s o f 5 , I O a n d 1 9 r e s p e c t i v e l y -
p r o b a b l y v o l u m e s r a t h e r t h a n s i n g l e i s s u e s which w o u l d s o o n b e v r o r n o u t , 
but t h i s i s n o t c l e a r . T h e c o m p i l a t i o n of the b a s i c l i s t a n d t h e 
a r r a n g e m e n t s to d i s t r i b u t e books v i a D e p t f o r d , P o r t s m o u t h a n d P l y m o u t h 
took q u i t e a w h i l e t o o r g a n i s e . E s t i m â t e s a n d t e n d e r s w e r e b e i n g 
p r e p a r e d a n d r e c e i v e d i n 1 8 4 0 , a n d i t h a d n o t b e e n d e t e r m i n e d u n d e r 
w h i c h v o t e t h e c o s t s h o u l d b e b o r n e e v e n by J a n u a r y 1 8 4 1 . D ü r i n g t h i s 
' t i m e n e w t i t l e s h a d b e e n a d d e d t o t h e l i s t , f o r e x a m p l e D i b d i n ' s 
Sea songs w e r e a d d e d a s l a t e a s O c t o b e r 1 8 4 0 . T h e Orders f o r t h e b o o k s 
w e r e p l a c e d w i t h ' v a r i o u s a g e n t s - s o m e w e r e d i r e c t t o t h e a u t h o r s , a n d 
o t h e r s t o b o o k s e l l e r s i n P o r t s m o u t h a n d L o n d o n . T h e i n i t i a l q u a n t i f i e s 
o r d e r e d o f e a c h t i t l e v a r i e d , b u t t h e r e w a s a m i n i m u m o f 3 4 c o p i e s f o r 
t i t l e s w h i c h w e r e t o b e d i s t r i b u t e d i n s i n g l e c o p i e s , s o t h e f i r s t p i a n 
w a s e v i d e n t l y f o r 3 4 l i b r a r i e s . A s t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e n e w l i b r a r i e s 
b e c a m e e v i d e n t a n d t h e d e m a n d s w e r e m a d e b y m o r e s h i p s , l a r g a r n u m b e r s 
o f c o p i e s w e r e o r d e r e d , f o r e x a m p l e 2 0 0 D i b d i n ' s Sea songs a n d 5 0 0 o f 
B e l c h e r ' s Nautical surveying. 
I t w a s n o t l o n g b e f o r e r e q u e s t s b e g a n t o b e m a d e f o r t h e n e w 
l i b r a r i e s , w h i c h w e r e k n o w n a t f i r s t a s ' s e a m e n ' l i b r a r i e s a n d l a t e r a s 
' s h i p s ' l i b r a r i e s . S h i p s w h i c h w e r e n e w l y c o m m i s s i o n e d m u s t b a v e 
h a d l i b r a r i e s a s p a r t o f t h e i r s t o r e s , b u t s h i p s a l r e a d y i n c o m m i s s i o n a l s o 
b e g a n t o r e q u e s t t h e b o o k s , f o r e x a m p l e Winchester a t H a l i f a x a n d 
Vanguard a t S p i t h e a d b o t h a p p l i e d i n A u g u s t 1 8 4 0 . I n D e c e m b e r 1 8 4 0 t h e 
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Table 49 Tbe contents o f tbe f i r s t Seam e i ' s L i b r a r i e s 
For For 
Line o f For Otber 
B a t t l e F r i g a t e s V e s s e l s 
Sbips 
V o l s . V o l s . V o l s . 
Common P r a y e r s , witbout Psalms, 
n o n p a r e i l 
Great importance of R e l i g i o u s 
L i f e 
Wilson's Knowledge and P r a c t i c e 
of C h r i s t i a n i t y 
Watson's Apology f o r the B i b l e 
L i f e of Nelson 
D i r e c t i o n s f o r P u b l i c Worship 
Jesus C h r i s t a P a t t e r n 
Stonehouse's Admonition a g a i n s t 
Drunkenness, e t c . . 
Woodward's Caution t o Profane 
Swearers 
Elementary Questions on the 
Church Catechism 
N a t i o n a l S o c i e t y ' s Book, No. 2 
Trimmer's Abridgment o f the Old 
and New Testament 
Trimmer's S p e l l i n g Book, P a r t 1 -
Good and Bad 6oys 
C h r i s t i a n Monitor 
Old Chaplain's F a r e w e l l L e t t e r 
t o Seamen 
N a t i o n a l S o c i e t y ' s Book, No. 1 
Companion t o the B i b l e 
Bogue's Essays on the Testament 
Doddridge's Rise and Progress 
Baxter's S a i n t s ' Rest 
Evidence o f Prophecy 
Sunday Reading 
Book of Nature 
Sacra P r i v a t a 
40 20 10 
12 6 3 
6 3 2 
2 2 1 
4 2 1 
12 6 3 
12 6 3 
12 6 3 
12 6 3 
12 6 3 
12 6 3 
4 2 2 
12 6 3 
12 6 3 
12 6 3 
12 6 3 
2 1 . 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
Continued 
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T a b l e 49 c o n t i n u e d F o r F o r 
L i n e o f F o r O t h e r 
B a t t l e F r i g a t e s V e s s e l s 
S h i p s 
V o l s . V o l s . V o l s . 
A n e c d o t e s o f H o l y S c r i p t u r e 
S a i l o r ' s a n d S o l d i e r ' s F r i e n d 
S e a m a n ' s M a n u a l , 1 a n d 2 
B a x t e r ' s C a l l t o t h e U n c o n v e r t e d 
P i l g r i m ' s P r o g r e s s 
M a n n e r s a n d C u s t o m s o f t h e J e w s 
A n e c d o t e s o f P r o v i d e n c e 
S e a S e r m o n s 
S e l e c t P s a l m s a n d H y m n s 
T r a v e l s i n t h e A r c t i c R e g i o n s 
A n t i c V o y a g e s , 1818 t o 1820 
D o . D o . 1821 t o 1825 
V o y a g e s t o t h e P a c i f i c O c e a n 
W a t t s ' S c r i p t u r e H i s t o r y 
J o y c e ' s S e a m a n s ' H y m n s 
M a n n e r s o f t h e I s r a e l i t e s 
S c r i p t u r e Z o o l o g y 
N a t u r e D i s p l a y e d 
I n s t i n c t D i s p l a y e d 
W o n d e r s o f t h e W o r l d 
M e c h a n i c s 
W o n d e r f u l Escapes 
D i s c o v e r y o f A m e r i c a 
H i s t o r y o f U s e f u l A r t s 
B l i g h ' s V o y a g e s 
A n s o n ' s V o y a g e s 
B y r o n ' s N a r r a t i v e 
V o y a g e s t o t h e N o r t h P a c i f i c 
S h i p w r e c k o f t h e A l c e s t e 
R e s u l t s o f M a c h i n e r y 
P i n n o c k ' s M o d e r n G e o g r a p h y 
P i n n o c k ' s H i s t o r y o f E n g l a n d 
L o s s o f t h e K e n t 
W o r k i n g M a n ' s C o m p a n i o n 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
4 2 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
2 1 1 ' 
I I 1 
2 1 1 
4 2 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
4 2 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 - 1 
I I I 
2 1 1 
1 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
2 1 1 
C o n t i n u e d . 
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Table 49 continued For For 
L i n e of For Other 
B a t t l e F r i g a t e s V e s s e l s 
Ships 
V o l s . V o l s . V o l s . 
B r i t i s h Nepos 
Hort's School D i c t i o n a r y 
Lennie's E n g l i s h Grammar 
Button's A r i t h m e t i c 
R i d d e l l ' s N a v i g a t i o n 
Lardner on the Steam Engine 
N a u t i c a l Magazine 
Saturday Magazine 
Penny Magazine 
T h i r t y - s i x Years of a S e a - f a r i n g 
L i f e 
P e r s o n a l N a r r a t i v e of Events, by 
Sea and Land, from the Year 
1800 t o 1815, by a Captain R.N. 
Remarks on the manner of f i t t i n g 
Boats f o r Ships of War and 
T r a n s p o r t s 
D i b d i n ' s Sea Songs 
Cap t a i n B a s i l H a l l ' s Loo Choo, 
and South America 
Do. Fragments of Voyages and 
T r a v e l s , i n complete Sets of 
3 t o 1 V o l . 
Bethune's N a r r a t i v e of the 
B a t t l e of St. Vincent 
T o t a l 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
1 1 1 
2 1 1 
2 1 1 
8 4 2 
8 4 2 
8 4 2 
lO 5 2 
8 4 2 
3 2 1 
4 2 1 
319 174 112 
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V i c t u a l l i n g O f f i c e r of the Royal W i l l i a m V i c t u a l l i n g Yard wrote t o 
the c e n t r a i depot t h a t he had no l a r g a s e t s of l i b r a r y books, and 
o n l y three s m a l l s e t s i n s t o r e ; should he supply Impregnable and 
Endymion w i t h t h e small s e t s i f the l a r g a s e t s d i d not a r r i v a i n time? 
Two months l a t e r , Lizard i h the Hamoaze requested a l i b r a r y from the 
V i c t u a l l i n g Yard, but the o n l y set a v a i l a b l e was one being kept f o r 
Impregnable ; seven months l a t e r Lizard communicated from G i b r a l t a r 
t h a t she had r e c e i v e d a l i b r a r y but i t was incomplete. Belvidere at 
Portsmouth a l s o experienced d i f f i c u l t y i n o b t a i n i n g a l i b r a r y , f o r i n 
December 1841 t h e r e were no l i b r a r i e s l e f t i n s t o r e at Portsmouth or 
Plymouth, and she t h e r e f o r e requested t h a t one should be sent t o 
Portsmouth from Deptford f o r ber. The demand seems t o bave spread 
q u i c k l y beyond seagoing s h i p s , f o r p r o v i s i o n was made i n 1842 f o r a 
l i b r a r y a t Greenwich H o s p i t a l and O f f i c e o f Ordnance at Woolwich; 
' i t came t o be an e s t a b l i s h e d p r a c t i c e t h a t t h e s e l i b r a r i e s were 
a l s o given t o shore establishments and i t has already 
been seen t h a t t h i s occurred a t the Keyham C o l l e g e . There 
seems t o be no evidence i n the o f f i c i a i sources t o show t h a t these 
l i b r a r i e s were a v a i l a b l e o n l y t o s u b s c r i b e r s ; they seem i n s t e a d t o bave 
been open f r e e o f charge t o the a p p r o p r i a t e community, u n l i k e the Army 
l i b r a r i e s which had a l s o been provided by the Government. 
The Ship's L i b r a r y was normally under the c o n t r o l of the 
schoolmaster, who a p p a r e n t l y was able t o make u s e f u l suggestions t o the 
V i c t u a l l i n g O f f i c e about e x t r a t i t l e s which might be added t o the b a s i c 
l i s t . In J u l y 1842 the schoolmaster o f St. Vincent at Portsmouth 
requested the N a t i o n a l S o c i e t y ' s Church catechism, Hogarth's Geography, 
Hogarth's History of England , and a r i t h m e t i c a l t a b l e s . Some l e t t e r s 
contained r e p o r t s of the non-supply of c e r t a i n t i t l e s , t o which the 
r e p l y was "out of p r i n t " The schoolmaster had t o be meticulous i n b i s 
checking o f t h e books r e c e i v e d against t h e standard l i s t s u p p lied by the 
A d m i r a l t y , f o r he had t o pay f o r m i s s i n g books. The same schoolmaster 
of St. Vincent had an e a r l y experience o f t h i s , f o r he was charged 
£4. 18s, 9d. f o r 28 volumes, and complained i n November o f the e x o r b i t a n t 
charges which had been made: 
"Having had charge of the Ship's L i b r a r y o f t h i s Ship, and 
l o n f o r t u n a t e l y had some books taken away by the Supemumaries 
f o r which I bave had t o pay out o f my own pocket, and f i n d i n g 
t h a t I am charged lOs. each f o r a hook c a l l e d 36 years of a 
seafaring l i f e which appears t o me a most unreasonable charge. 
564. 
I E h a l l f e e l v e r y m u e h e b l l g e d I f y e u w i l l f a v e u r m e a n 
A d m i r a l t y l i s t o f p r i é e s , a n d i f y o u w i l l e n q u i r e 
p a r t i e u l a r l y a s t o t h e p r i é e o f t h e h o o k i n q u e s t i o n ' . ' 
I t w a s i n a e e o r d a n e e w i t h t h e t r a d i t i e n a l n a v a l p r a e t i e e t h a t t h e 
e o m p l i e a t e d t e e t h i n g p r o b l e m s o f t h e n e w s e r v i e e h a d b e e n r e d u e e d b y 1843 
t o a r o u t i n e s t e e k t a k i n g e x e r c i s e , w i t h q u a r t e r l y r e t u m s b e i n g m a d e b y 
s t o r e k e e p e r s a t t h e V i e t u a l l i n g Y a r d s o n s p e e i a l l y d e s i g n e d f o r m s ; 
t h i s m a d e i t e a s y t o k e e p c h e c k o f t h e d i f f é r e n t t i t l e s w h i e h c o m p r i s e d 
t h e l i b r a r i e s a s n e w w o r k s w e r e a d d e d a n d o l d o n e s d e l e t e d . I n 1851, 
f o r e x a m p l e , G i l l e y ' s History of sbipwrecks w a s a d d e d t o t h e l i s t (91). 
T h e p o p u l a r i t y o f t h e n e w l i b r a r i e s w a s s e e n a t t e s t e d b y t h e 
w e l l w e m e e n d i t i o n o f b o o k s b e i n g r e t u r n e d i n t o s t o r e w h e n s h i p s w e r e 
p a i d o f f . A s e a r l y a s 1843 i t w a s n e e e s s a r y t o c i r c u i a t e a n o f f i c i a i 
r e m e n s t r a t i o n a b o u t t h e d e f e c t i v e e e n d i t i o n o f m a n y o f t h e b o o k s , a n d 
a s k i n g t h a t a l i c o m m a n d i n g e f f i c e r s s h o u l d t a k e e f f e c t i v e s t e p s f o r t h e 
b e t t e r p r é s e r v a t i o n o f t h e l i b r a r i e s (92). U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e a r e n o 
c l u e s i n t h e f i l e s t o t h e b o r r o w e r s ; a s t h e a b i l i t y t e r e a d w a s n e t 
p a r t i e u l a r l y w i d e s p r e a d a m o n g t h e l o w e r d e c k - o r a t l e a s t t h e a b i l i t y 
t o r e a d f l u e n t l y - i t s e e m s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e m a i n u s e r s m i g h t b a v e b e e n 
t h e m i d s h i p m a n g r a d e i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e l i b r a r y s e r v i e e . 
I n 1862 t h e r e w a s a m a j o r r e v i s i o n o f t h e l i s t o f b o o k s f o r 
s h i p s ' l i b r a r i e s (93), a n d t h i s w a s p r o b a b l y a n e t h e r m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f 
t h e i n t e r e s t i n i m p r o v i n g t h e e d u c a t i o n a l a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r s e a m e n a s 
a r e s u i t o f t h e N e w c a s t l e C o m m i s s i o n ' s f i n d i n g s . I n 1862 t h e p o l i c y o f 
s u p p l y i n g s h i p s w i t h s e v e r a l c o p i e s o f s i n g l e t i t l e s w a s r e p l a c e d b y t h e 
p o l i c y o f p r o v i d i n g o n e c o p y e a c h o f a m u c h l a r g e r n u m b e r o f w o r k s , g i v i n g 
a m u c h w i d e r e b o i c e o f r e a d i n g m a t t a r t o t h e s e a m e n . T h e l i b r a r i e s 
w e r e s t i l i p r o v i d e d i n t h r e e s i z e s , c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e s h i p s ' c o m p l é m e n t s 
o f 600 a n d u p w a r d s , 300 - 599, a n d u n d e r 300 s e a m e n . T h e r e s p e c t i v e 
a l l o c a t i o n o f l i b r a r i e s c o n s i s t e d o f 338 t i t l e s (439 v o l u m e s ) , 192 t i t l e s 
(289 v o l u m e s ) , a n d 156 t i t l e s (247 v o l u m e s ) . T h u s , a l t h o u g h t h e n u m b e r 
o f v o l u m e s w a s a n i m p r o v e m e n t o f 50 - 100% i n e a c h g r e u p , t h e s i z e o f 
t h e c r e w s t h e y h a d t o s e r v e w e r e a l s o l a r g e r , a s t h e s i z e o f w a r s h i p s 
i n c r e a s e d . B y 1862 t h e l i t e r a e y o f s e a m e n m u s t b a v e b e e n h i g h e r t h a n 
i n 1838 t e e , s o t h e a c t u a l a l l o c a t i o n w a s n o t r e a l l y m o r e g e n e r o u s . I t 
w o r k e d o u t a t a b o u t o n e t i t l e p e r t w o s e a m e n , o r l e s s t h a n o n e v o l u m e p e r 
s e a m a n , w i t h t h e a v e r a g e s f a v e u r i n g t h e s m a l l e r c r e w s . O n t h e e t h e r b a n d , 
t h e p e r e e n t a g e o f b o o k s w h i c h w e r e l i k e l y t o a t t r a c t r e a d e r s h a d i n c r e a s e d 
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c o n s i d e r a b l y . T h e n t i m b e r o f r e l i g i o u s w o r k s h a d f a l l e n f r o m a b o u t 2 5 % 
t o l e s s t h a n l O % , a n d t h e m a i n s u b j e c t s w e r e n o w f i c t i o n , n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , 
t r a v e l a n d v o y a g e s , h i s t o r y a n d b i o g r a p h y , n a v a l h i s t o r y a n d s e a m a n s h i p , 
g e n e r a l s c i e n c e , e t c . M u c h o f t h e l i t e r a t u r e c o n s i s t e d o f t h e p o p u l a r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s o f f i r m s s u c h a s B l a c k w o o d , M u r r a y , B o h n , R o u t l e d g e , e t c . . 
T h e i n s t r u c t i o n w h i c h s e t o u t t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e r e v i s e d 
l i b r a r y c o n t e n t s a l s o l a i d d o w n n e w a r r a n g e m e n t s o n t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e 
l i b r a r y , w h i c h w a s n o w r e n a m e d " S h i p ' s L i b r a r y " i n s t e a d o f " S e a m e n ' s 
L i b r a r y " . T h e C a p t a i n n o l o n g e r h a d a d i r e c t i n v o l v e m e n t ; i t w a s t h e 
P a y m a s t e r ' s d u t y t o d r a w t h e S e a m e n ' s L i b r a r y , t o t a k e c h a r g e o f i t , 
a n d t o r e t u r n i t e v e n t u a l l y t o s t o r e . I n o r d e r t o i m p r o v e t h e a r r a n g e ­
m e n t s f o r t h e i s s u e a n d r e t u r n o f b o o k s i t w a s n o w t h e d u t y o f t h e 
C h a p l a i n t o s u p e r i n t e n d t h e L i b r a r y . T h e S c h o o l m a s t e r w a s t o a c t u n d e r 
h i s d i r e c t i o n s , i s s u i n g b o o k s a s d e m a n d e d a n d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
r e g u l a t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d b y t h e C h a p l a i n . T h e S c h o o l m a s t e r w a s r e q u i r e d 
t o a t t e n d a t a f i x e d h o u r e a c h d a y e x c e p t S a t u r d a y , i n o r d e r t o i s s u e 
a n d r e c e i v e t h e b o o k s . O n s h i p s w h i c h d i d n o t c a r r y c h a p l a i n s , t h e 
c o m m a n d i n g o f f i c e r s s h o u l d d i r e c t a n o f f i c e r t o u n d e r t a k e t h e s u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n c e . T h e o f f i c e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s u p e r i n t e n d i n g t h e L i b r a r y w a s 
n o l o n g e r e x p e c t e d t o m a k e g o o d a n y b o o k w h i c h w a s l o s t , b u t a n a n n u a l 
r e p o r t h a d t o b e m a d e o f a n y b o o k s m i s s i n g . D a m a g e d b o o k s h a d t o b e 
r e p o r t e d b y t h e S c h o o l m a s t e r t o t h e P a y m a s t e r i n o r d e r t h a t t h e c u l p r i t 
c o u l d b e c h a r g e d . 
T h i s m o r e d i r e c t i n v o l v e m e n t o f t h e C h a p l a i n s e e m s t o h a v e 
b e e n a d o u b t f u l a r r a n g e m e n t , a l t h o u g h h e w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e r e l i g i o u s 
b o o k s a n d h a d p r o b a b l y b e e n r e q u i r e d b y t h e C a p t a i n t o b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
t h e S e a m e n ' s L i b r a r y o n s o m e s h i p s ; b u t t h e p r e v i o u s r e g u l a t i o n s h a d l a i d 
d o w n t h a t t h e C a p t a i n s h o u l d p u t t h e S e a m e n ' s L i b r a r y i n t h e c h a r g e o f 
t h e S c h o o l m a s t e r , a n d s o i t a p p e a r e d i n t h e 1862 Regulations t h a t t h e 
S c h o o l m a s t e r ' s p o s i t i o n h a d b e e n u n d e r m i n e d . P e r h a p s t h e n e w s y s t e m d i d 
n o t w o r k w e l l f o r i n 1872 t h e r e w a s a r e t u r n t o t h e f o r m e r s i t u a t i o n (94). 
T h e C a p t a i n w a s t o s e e t h a t t h e r e g u l a t i o n s w i t h r e g a r d t o S e a m e n ' s 
L i b r a r i e s w e r e c a r r i e d o u t i n s u c h a m a n n e r a s t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e f r e e 
c i r c u l a t i o n o f b o o k s a n d p r o m o t e t h e i r m o r e g e n e r a l u s e , w h i l e a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e e n s u r i n g p r o p e r c a r e b e i n g t a k e n o f t h e m . T h e r e f o r e , t h e 
C a p t a i n w a s o n c e a g a i n i n s t r u c t e d t o a p p o i n t t h e S c h o o l m a s t e r , t o m a n a g e 
t h e i s s u e a n d r e t u r n o f b o o k s ; b u t t h i s w a s t o b e u n d e r t h e o r d e r s o f t h e 
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Paymaster, who was t o be guided by tbe p r i n t e d d i r e c t i o n s contained 
i n tbe new cata l o g u e s being i s s u e d w i t h tbe augmented l i b r a r i e s . In 
ships without a scboolmaster, tbe Captain appointed a s u i t a b l e person, 
who was allowed I d . per dayl The Captain had t o détermine tbe times 
and days on which tbe L i b r a r y was t o be open, and t o enquire i n t o cases 
of l o s s or damage r e p o r t e d t o him. The Paymaster was t h e n c e f o r t h h e l d 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r tbe books being d u l y taken care o f and accotmted^JEor; 
at tbe end of each q u a r t e r and on paying o f f be had t o muster tbe books 
and r e p o r t i t on tbe Seamen's C l o t h i n g Account I The Chaplain's rôle was 
diminished t o t h a t o f i n q u i r i n g , from time t o t i m e , i n t o tbe working of 
tbe L i b r a r y and suggesting any altérations which might appear t o him t o 
promote tbe f r e e c i r c u l a t i o n of books among tbe crew. 
The r e v i s e d régulations of 1872 continued f o r about ten years 
a f t e r which tbe Scboolmaster's rôle was d i s c o n t i n u e d , f o r schoolmasters 
ceased to be appointed t o i n d i v i d u a l s h i p s and were found o n l y i n 
t r a i n i n g s h i p s (95). The Captain t h e r e f o r e appointed an o f f i c e r t o take 
charge of tbe l i b r a r y , a t a small rémunération, and tbe Chap l a i n had tbe 
gênerai o v e r s i g h t . 
By 1900 tbe Seamen's L i b r a r i e s were c l a s s i f i e d i n f i v e i n s t e a d 
of three groups, and o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s had a l s o been i n t r o d u c e d : 
O f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s 
1. 
2. 
3. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
150 volumes 
100 volumes 
70 volumes 
over 400 men 
200 - 400 men 
l e s s than 200 men 
Seamen's l i b r a r i e s 
982 volvunes 
973 volumes 
753 volumes 
593 volumes 
443 volumes 
over 600 men 
400 - 600 men 
250 - 400 men 
100 - 250 men 
l e s s than lOO men 
The o f f i c e r s " l i b r a r i e s c o n s i s t e d c h i e f l y o f h i s t o r y , t r a v e l , geography, 
biography, n a v i g a t i o n , astronomy, physiography, d i c t i o n a r i e s o f f o r e i g n 
languages, and a few r e l i g i o n s works. The seamen's l i b r a r i e s contained 
about 65% f i c t i o n , w i t h tbe remainder of tbe stock c o v e r i n g tbe same 
subjects as tbe o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s . Although tbe A d m i r a l t y was showing 
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commendable z e a l i n t r y i n g t o provide the r e c r e a t i o n a l and general 
e d u c a t i o n a l needs o f seamen through these l i b r a r i e s , i t was f a i l i n g t o 
meet the new i n t e r e s t and needs i n p r o f e s s i o n a l e d u c a t i o n , i n such 
subjects as gunnery, torpedo work, and e l e c t r i c a l e n g i n e e r i n g . Nor, 
apparently were they d e s t i n e d to develop i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , f o r the 
modem s h i p s ' l i b r a r i e s , which are i n d i r e c t l i n e o f descent from them, 
s t i l i c a t e r p r i m a r i l y f o r r e c r e a t i o n a l need even though they now 
conta i n a reference s e c t i o n i n c l u d i n g t e c h n i c a l and language d i c t i o n a r i e s 
(96). 
The relè of the P o r t of Plymouth as a n a v a l dockyard and 
v i c t u a l l i n g depot has always meant the presence o f s h i p s f o r commissioning, 
r e p a i r i n g , c o l l e c t i n g s u p p l i e s , or being p a i d o f f . I t r e q u i r e s l i t t l e 
i m agination t o envisage t h a t f o r much of the time there must bave been 
s e v e r a l ships i n harbour c a r r y i n g the Ships' L i b r a r i e s , as a comparatively 
"hidden" and i n i t i a l l y u n q u a n t i f i a b l e but d e f i n i t e l y s i g n i f i c a n t component 
of the l i b r a r i e s o f the Tliree Towns. As f o r the V i c t u a l l i n g Yard, i t must 
su r e l y bave passed some thousands of l i b r a r i e s through the d i s t r i b u t i o n 
and c o l l e c t i o n process by v i r t u e of being one o f the main Naval Supplies 
agents i n the country. There might be c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e evidence 
about the Naval L i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns, but perhaps they are 
p a r a d o x i c a l l y of much g r e a t e r importance and i n f l u e n c e than some of the 
more abundantly dociomented l o c a i c i v i l i a n l i b r a r i e s . 
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10.3 ROYAL MARINE LIBRARIES. 
The marines were f i r s t r a i s e d i n 1664 as a band of " s e a - s o l d i e r 
f o r s p e c i a l s e r v i c e on board warships, and from 1802 they were s t y l e d 
t h e Royal Marines . In 17 55 the A d m i r a l t y r a i s e d f i f t y companies of 
marines and d i v i d e d them i n t o t h r e e D i v i s i o n s , Chatham, Plymouth and 
Portsmouth; a f o u r t h D i v i s i o n e x i s t e d at Woolwich from 1805 t o 1869. 
In 18 55 these troops became t h e Royal Marine L i g h t In f e i n t r y , w i t h 
headquarters i n each of t h e t h r e e D i v i s i o n s . The headquarters of the 
Plymouth D i v i s i o n was the purpose b u i l t b a r r a c k s at Stonehouse which had 
been opened i n 1783 (97). The Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y was a separate 
c o r p s which, a f t e r a chequered h i s t o r y , was e s t a b l i s h e d a t Deal i n 1861. 
The Royal Marines came under the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the A d m i r a l t y , and 
u n t i l 1833 the senior o f f i c e r s o f the marines were n a v a l o f f i c e r s , but 
t h a t was then d i s c o n t i n u e d i n favour of c a r e e r p r o g r e s s i o n through the 
marines a t a l l l e v e l s . Although the Royal Marines were under A d m i r a l t y 
management and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n g e n e r a l l y , any detachment which was 
assigned t o work w i t h the Army came under Army orders i n the f i e l d , and , 
i t was t h e r e f o r e necessary f o r t h e r e t o be a c l o s e l i a i s o n between the 
Royal Marines and the War O f f i c e as w e l l as the A d m i r a l t y . T h i s was 
achieved through the o f f i c e of A d j u t a n t - G e n e r a l , an o f f i c e r who was 
kept informed of Army o r d e r s and r e g u l a t i o n s e t c . as w e l l as the Navy's 
i n s t r u c t i o n s . I t became p o s s i b l e f o r the Royal Marines t o v i r t u a l l y 
s e l e c t t h e i r p r e f e r r e d c h o i c e from the two major S e r v i c e s , r a t h e r than 
n e c e s s a r i l y a ccepting the Navy's v e r s i o n , although the Adjutant-General 
had t o o b t a i n the permission o f the A d m i r a l t y before implementing t h a t 
c h o i c e . Therefore, i n r e s p e c t of education and l i b r a r i e s , t h e Royal 
Marines b e n e f i t t e d from arrangements which sometimes copy t h e Army, at 
o t h e r times the Navy, and sometimes produced a v e r s i o n which was t h e i r 
own. 
I t has been seen i n the p r e v i o u s two s e c t i o n s t h a t t h e r e seems 
t o have been a general connection between t h e h i s t o r y o f education and 
l i b r a r i e s i n the Army and Navy, w i t h the former having many e a r l y 
r e g i m e n t a l schools and l i b r a r i e s before the i n t r o d u c t i o n of o f f i c i a l 
systems, and the l a t t e r w i t h a few i n e f f e c t i v e schools and v i r t u a l l y 
no known h i s t o r y of e a r l y l i b r a r i e s before the o f f i c i a l i m p o s i t i o n of 
education and l i b r a r i e s . Where d i d the Royal Marines stand i n r e l a t i o n 
t o these two somewhat c o n t r a s t i n g p o s i t i o n s ? A p p a r e n t l y , between them. 
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Schools were e s t a b l i s h e d at the D i v i s i o n a l Headquarters through t h e 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s of o f f i c e r s before the o f f i c i a l s chools were a u t h o r i s e d . 
At Plymouth, a school was opened as e a r l y as 1784: 
Plymouth, 6th. May 1784. 
School t o be opened at O r d e r l y Room tomorrow at 9 a.m. 
f o r b e n e f i t of such c h i l d r e n of N.C.O.s and Men as may 
be o f proper age to be i n s t r u c t e d i n r e a d i n g and w r i t i n g . 
S o l d i e r s who d e s i r e t o q u a l i f y f o r promotion can a l s o 
a t t e n d , provided i t does not i n t e r f e r e w i t h d u t i e s . Sergeant 
J e w e l l i s appointed Master; Hours, 9-12, 2-5 p.m. C h i l d r e n 
who want f l o g g i n g t o be r e p o r t e d t o the Adjutant'.' (98) 
O f f i c i a l D i v i s i o n a l Schools had been e s t a b l i s h e d before 1819, f o r an 
Order dated 2 December t h a t year a u t h o r i s e d g r a n t s o f £10 per annum t o 
each D i v i s i o n a l School f o r s t a t i o n e r y e t c . (99). Schools f o r g i r l s 
were o f f i c i a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1840, but had again been preceded by 
v o l u n t a r y s c h o o l s funded by o f f i c e r s ' s u b s c r i p t i o n s (100), The schools 
seem t o have been p o o r l y taught and probably operated on the m o n i t o r i a l 
system, as i n the other two S e r v i c e s . I t was r e p o r t e d of the Plymouth 
s c h o o l s i n 1853 t h a t the standard of the boy's school was not h i g h , and 
"proper books f o r t e a c h i n g scarce',' w h i l e the g i r l s ' school was "no whit 
b e t t e r than the worst specimens o f Dames' Schools which are now h a p p i l y 
d i s a p p e a r i n g " (101). In 1856 a c o n s c i o u s attempt was made t o base 
the marines' education system on t h a t of the Army, which was t h e most 
s u p e r i o r i n t h e S e r v i c e s (102), and g r a d u a l l y Chelsea t r a i n e d s c h o o l ­
masters and m i s t r e s s e s were introduced and began t o improve the standards 
of education. Although the emphasis appears t o have been the education 
of c h i l d r e n , t he marines were a l s o encouraged t o j o i n the c l a s s e s ; i n 
1858 a d u l t s formed 59% of the school at Woolwich, 47% at Portsmouth, 
40% a t Chatham, but o n l y 34% at Plymouth, Many of the a d u l t s would 
have been p r e p a r i n g t o take the p r e s c r i b e d examinations f o r non-commis­
sioned o f f i c e r s . Schoolbooks seem t o have been r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e by 
r e g u l a r r e q u i s i t i o n from the s t o r e s , and were probably the same as the 
Army standard textbooks; c e r t a i n l y they were uniform w i t h Army schools 
by 1872 (103). Although the o f f i c e r s were o b v i o u s l y l i t e r a t e from 
the b e g i n n i n g , the r a p i d r i s e i n l i t e r a c y among the ranks does not seem 
- t o have taken p l a c e u n t i l about 1850-1870, In 1866, o n l y 49% o f the 
marines, i n c l u d i n g non-commissioned o f f i c e r s , c o u l d read w e l l and w r i t e 
w e l l (104), and i t was soon a f t e r w a r d s t h a t the g e n e r a l elementary 
education system of the country began t o impact on the S e r v i c e and 
e l i m i n a t e some of the need f o r t h e a d u l t schools. I t was probably 
because o f t h e c l o s e r a l l i a n c e w i t h the Army education system than 
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the naval system t h a t a^ s l m l l a r establishment o f l i b r a r l e s tobk p l a c e , 
mòre f l e x i b l e and l i b e r a l than the n a v a l p a t t e r n . I t owed l i t t l e t o the 
éducation system, although t h e présence of schools must bave encouraged 
some improvement i n the a d u l t l i t e r a c y r a t e amongst the marines. The 
l i b r a r l e s appear t o f a l l i n t o two c l e a r catégories, the o f f i c e r s ' 
l i b r a r l e s which, l i k e those i n the Army, were e s t a b i i s h e d l o n g before 
the p r o v i s i o n o f regulär l i b r a r i e s , and the o f f i c i a l l y provided marines' 
l i b r a r i e s . 
IO.3.1 O f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s . 
The d e t a i l e d b i s t o r y of the o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s i n the différent 
D i v i s i o n s bas yet t o be uncovered, but t h a t they e x i s t e d i s beyond any 
doubt, f o r i n the correspondence from the Royal Marine O f f i c e t o the 
Adm i r a l t y i n 1840 was a l e t t e r which forwarded détails from the War O f f i c e 
about l i b r a r i e s f o r s o l d i e r s , and i n the c o v e r i n g comment the w r i t e r 
noted t h a t the N.C.O.s of the Royal Marine D i v i s i o n s 
"... sometime s i n c e , much t o t h e i r c r e d i t , v o l u n t a r i l y , 
and a t t h e i r own expense, e s t a b i i s h e d l i b r a r i e s f p r 
t h e i r use'.' (105) 
He went on t o say t h a t the l i b r a r i e s were conducted under t h e sanction o f 
the r e s p e c t i v e Commandants, and should not be I n t e r f e r e d w i t h , but the 
great b e n e f i t o f l i b r a r i e s should be extended t o the p r i v a t e s . In the 
v a r i o n s historiés of the Royal Marines, o c c a s i o n a i références occur t o 
the e x i s t e n c e o f o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s , perhaps i n connection with such 
matters as b u i l d i n g altérations or r e d e c o r a t i o n s , r a t h e r than the use 
of the c o n t e n t s o f these l i b r a r i e s . Blnmberg and F i e l d make mention 
of o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r i e s at Woolwich i n 1848, Portsmouth 1859, Deal 1861, 
and o t h e r s , but i t i s c l e a r t h a t these l i b r a r i e s must have been e s t a b l i s h e d 
much e a r l i e r . F o r t u n a t e l y more détails are a v a i l a b l e about the O f f i c e r s ' 
L i b r a r y i n the Plymouth D i v i s i o n a i Headquarters a t Stonebouse. 
The e a r l i e s t référence which bas been found t o a l i b r a r y at 
the Stonebouse Barracks seems t o be i n a guidebook p u b i i s h e d i n about 
1821, which States: 
" ... the barracks a l s o comprise a l i b r a r y f o r t h e use o f 
the o f f i c e r s , and a hospital'.' (105) 
T h i s Information i s repeated i n other guidebooks i n the 1820s, but i n 
1830 a l i t t l e more d e t a i l i s gIvan : 
"... and a j o i n i n g t h e o f f i c e r s ' mess room i s a most extensive 
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L i b r a r y c o n t a l n i n g every work o f I n s t r u c t i o n , u s e f u l n e s s 
and récréation'.' (106) 
A sketch plan of the Barracks i n 1831 i s shown i n Figure 43, and the 
l o c a t i o n o f t h i s o f f i c e r s ' mess room i s i n d i c a t e d (107). 
Schoolroom 
Not t o se a i e 
F i g . 43 Royal Marine Barracks at Stonehouse, 1831. Sketchplan 
Here the L i b r a r y remained, although few références occur t o i t over 
the next t h i r t y years. In 1851 i t must have been t h i s l i b r a r y which 
was d e s c r i b e d i n the Army L i b r a r y survey as having 14 5 s u b s c r i b e r s 
( v i d . sup, p. 53"^. There i s , however, a l i t t l e confusion over the 
exact interprétation o f the words ' o f f i c e r ' and 'N.C.O.' when a p p l i e d 
t o the marine l i b r a r i e s ; the l e t t e r from the Adj u t a n t - G e n e r a l , quoted 
above, r e f e r r e d t o N.C.O.'s l i b r a r i e s , and t h e Plymouth référence i n 
1851 was t o the N.C.O.'s l i b r a r y , but a i l o f the l o c a l i n d i c a t i o n s 
are t h a t t h e O f f i c e r s ' L i b r a r y should be i n t e r p r e t e d i n terms of 
" o f f i c e r " means "commissioned officer'.' C e r t a i n l y t h e r e are no signs 
of three l i b r a r i e s - o f f i c e r , N.C.O. and D i v i s i o n a l L i b r a r y - and the 
most l i k e l y interprétation i s t h a t the term " o f f i c e r s ' l i b r a r y " might 
w e l l i n d i c a t e the s e n i o r ranks below the commissioned grades, which 
would seem t o r e c o n c i l e a i l o f the other références. 
The O f f i c e r s ' L i b r a r y at Stonehouse Barracks was described 
i n some détail i n 1901 by Hunt (108), I t was i n the o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n , 
a room o f about 2 0 f t . by 30 f t . , shelved on a i l w a l l s by 168 open 
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s h e l v e s w h i c h h e l d t h e s u b s t a n t i a l c o l l e c t i o n o f a b o u t 4 , 0 0 0 v o l u m e s . 
T h e s e w e r e a r r a n g e a i n s u b j e c t c l a s s e s : H i s t o r y ( g e n e r a l , c l a s s i c a l , 
m i l i t a r y , m o d e m , n a v a l a n d r e l i g i o n s ) . L i t e r a t u r a ( c l a s s i c a l , E n g l i s h 
a n d f o r e i g n ) , A r c h a e o l o g y , A r c h i t e c t u r e , A r t , F i c t i o n ( E n g l i s h a n d 
f o r e i g n ) , L a w ( n a v a l a n d m i l i t a r y ) , P o e t r y ( c l a s s i c a l , E n g l i s h a n d 
f o r e i g n ) , R e l i g i o n s w o r k s , a n d M i s c e l l a n e o u s . A i l o f t h e c o l l e c t i o n 
w a s a v a i l a b l e f o r l o a n e x c e p t a s m a l l r é f é r e n c e l i b r a r y o f a b o u t t w o 
h u n d r e d w o r k s w h i c h i n c l n d e d e n c y c l o p a e d i a s a n d t h e Dictionary of 
national biography. T h e c o l l e c t i o n a l s o o v e r f l o w e d i n t o t h e l e c t u r e 
r o o m a b o v e i t , w h e r e t h e r e w a s a c o l l e c t i o n o f s é r i a i s i n c l u d i n g t h e 
Annual register 1758 - 1851. T h e L i b r a r y v ; a s s u p p o r t e d b y t h e 
c o m p u l s o r y c o n t r i b u t i o n b y o f f i c e r s o f " l i b r a r y d u e s " i n t h e s a m e w a y 
a s m e s s d u e s a n d o t h e r d u e s . E a c h o f f i c e r w a s r e q n l r e d t o s u b s c r i b e 
f o u r d a y s ' p a y n p o n e n t r a n c e , a n d 2s. 6 d . p e r m o n t h t h e r e a f t e r . T h e 
L i b r a r y w a s o p e n a c c e s s , a n d b o o k s c o n l d b e b o r r o w e d f o r o n e m o n t h . 
T h e u n s p e c i f i e d L i b r a r í a n m a d e a l e d g e r r e c o r d o f t h e i s s u e s . T h e 
L i b r a r y w a s m a n a g e d b y a c o m m i t t e e o f w h o m t h e P r e s i d e n t , M a j o r H a l l e s , 
w a s e v i d e n t l y a n a c t i v e a n d i n t e r e s t e d m e m b e r , f o r i t w a s h e w h o 
c l a s s i f i e d t h e b o o k s i n t o t h e s u b j e c t c l a s s e s j u s t m e n t i o n e d a n d 
c o m p i l a d a m a n u s c r i p t c l a s s i f i e d c a t a l o g u e w h i c h w a s r e p u t e d t o b a v e 
o c c u p i e d 95 p a g e s o f f o o l s c a p p a p e r w i t h d o u b l e c o l u m n e n t r i e s w h i c h 
h a d t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a t y p e w r i t t e n w o r k . 
H u n t , w h o p r o v i d e d t h e s u b s t a n c e o f t h e a b o v e d e s c r i p t i o n , 
a l s o d e s c r i b e d t h e B a r r a c k L i b r a r y a n d a t t r i b u t e d t h e d a t e o f t h e l a t t a r ' s 
f o u n d a t i o n t o " a b o u t 1 8 1 8 " ; t h i s w a s d e f i n i t e l y w r o n g , f o r t h e B a r r a c k 
L i b r a r i e s w e r e f o x o n d e d o f f i c i a l l y i n 1 8 4 0 , b u t i t i s c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t 
H u n t w a s i n c o r p o r a t i n g a p i e c e o f t r a d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h h a d 
b e c o m e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e w r o n g l i b r a r y ; f o r a n o r i g i n o f a b o u t 1 8 1 8 
w o u l d s e e m a b o u t r i g h t f o r t h e O f f i c e r s ' L i b r a r y . A p a r t o f t h e 
o r i g i n a l O f f i c e r s ' L i b r a r y b a s r e c e n t l y b e e n r e p l a c e d i n i t s o l d 
l o c a t i o n , a n d a v i s u a l i n s p e c t i o n s u g g e s t s t h a t m a n y o f t h e s u r v i v i n g 
w o r k s h a d b e e n a c q u i r e d b y a b o u t 1 8 3 0 . S o m e m o r e o f t h e o r i g i n a l b o o k s 
a r e h e l d a t t h e R o y a l M a r i n e M u s e u m a t P o r t s m o u t h , a n d i t i s h o p e d t h a t 
o n e d a y i t m i g h t b e p o s s i b l e t o r e c o n s t r u c t f r o m a d e t a l l a d e x a m i n a t i o n 
o f a i l o f t h e s u r v i v i n g b o o k s s o m e f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e h i s t o r y 
o f t h i s L i b r a r y . 
5 7 3 . 
1 0 . 3 . 2 B a r r a c k l i b r a r i e s 
T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f S e a m e n ' s L i b r a r i e s b y t h e A d m i r a l t y 
i n 1 8 3 8 d i d n o t a u t o m a t i c a l l y i n c l u d e t h e R o y a l M a r i n e D i v i s i o n s , 
a l t h o u g h i t c a n b e p r e s u m e d t h a t w h e n m a r i n e s w e r e d e t a c h e d f o r s e a 
s e r v i c e t h e y w o u l d h a v e h a d f r e e a c c e s s t o t h e b o o k s i n t h e S e a m e n ' s 
L i b r a r i e s . T h e A r m y e s t a b l i s h e d i t s B a r r a c k L i b r a r i e s i n 1 8 4 0 , s o 
w i t h i n a s h o r t t i m e t h e A d j u t a n t - G e n e r a l o f M a r i n e s h a d i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n b o t h d e v e l o p m e n t s . T h e W a r O f f i c e a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r B a r r a c k 
L i b r a r i e s w e r e i n t e n d e d t o c o v e r N . C . O . s a n d s o l d i e r s , b u t , a s a l r e a d y 
m e n t i o n e d , t h e A d j u t a n t - G e n e r a l p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e N . C . O . s o f t h e 
R o y a l M a r i n e s a l r e a d y h a d l i b r a r i e s w h i c h h e f e l t s h o u l d n o t b e i n t e r -
f e r e d w i t h , a n d t h a t i t w a s t h e p r i v â t e s w h o w o u l d b e n e f i t f r o m l i b r a r i e s . 
T h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n w h i c h w a s m a d e a n d a p p r o v e d w a s t h a t c o l l e c t i o n s o f 
b o o k s s i m i l a r t o t h o s e f u r n i s h e d t o s h i p s o f t h e l i n e s h o u l d b e s u p p l i e d 
t o e a c h b a r r a c k s . T h e y w o u l d b e u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e B a r r a c k m a s t e r , 
w h o w o u l d b e a s s i s t e d b y t h e S c h o o l m a s t e r o f t h e D i v i s i o n . E a c h p r i v a t e 
w h o w i s h e d t o u s e t h e l i b r a r y c o u l d j o i n b y s u b s c r i b i n g I d , p e r m o n t h . 
T h e N . C . O . ' s l i b r a r i e s s h o u l d b e e n c o u r a g e d b y m a k i n g a s m a l l d o n a t i o n 
o f b o o k s t o e a c h o f t h e m ( 1 0 9 ) . I n t h i s n e a t f a s h i o n t h e R o y a l M a r i n e s 
e x t r a c t e d t h a t w h i c h w a s s u i t a b l e f o r t h e m f r o m t h e N a v y a n d A r m y 
l i b r a r y a r r a n g e m e n t s a n d a d d e d t o t h e m t h e i r o w n v a r i a n t o f t o k e n 
s u p p o r t f o r t h e O f f i c e r s ' L i b r a r i e s f r o m G o v e r n m e n t f u n d s . 
T h e a c t u a l O r d e r w a s i s s u e d o n 1 2 M a y 1 8 4 1 , t o e s t a b l i s h 
B a r r a c k L i b r a r i e ' s f o r t h e u s e o f t h e d r u m m e r s a n d p r i v â t e s o f t h e 
s e v e r a l D i v i s i o n s o f R o y a l M a r i n e s ( 1 1 0 ) . T h e f i r s t t w o l i b r a r i e s 
t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d w e r e P o r t s m o u t h a n d C h a t h a m D i v i s i o n s i n 1 8 4 1 , a n d 
P l y m o u t h a n d W o o l w i c h i n 1 8 4 2 ( 1 1 1 ) . P r o v i s i o n h a d b e e n m a d e i n 
t h e a n n u a l e s t i m â t e s , a n d i n D e c e m b e r 1 8 4 1 t h e A d m i r a l t y a u t h o r i s e d 
t h e e x p e n d i t u r e o f £ 7 0 e a c h f o r t h e l i b r a r i e s o f P l y m o u t h a n d W o o l w i c h ( 1 1 2 ) . 
I n M a y 1 8 4 2 t h e C o m m a n d a n t a t P l y m o u t h r e c e i v e d a p r i n t e d c a t a l o g u e 
o f b o o k s , a n d t h e i n s t r u c t i o n t h a t b o o k s t o t h e v a l u e o f £ 5 0 w e r e t o 
b e s e l e c t e d f o r t h e " P r i v â t e s ' L i b r a r y " a n d £ 2 0 f o r t h e " S e r j e a n t s ' 
L i b r a r y " ( 1 1 3 ) . T h e b o o k s w e r e s c h e d u l e d t o b e f o r w a r d e d f r o m M e s s r s . 
W h i t t a k e r a t t h e e n d o f J u l y , a n d w e r e p r e s u m a b l y b o i o n d i n a s t a n d a r d 
s t y l e a s h a d b e e n d o n e f o r C h a t h a m ( 1 1 4 ) . T h e r e v / a s t h u s a f r e e d o m 
o f s é l e c t i o n o f b o o k s , w h i c h w a s d e n i e d t o t h e s e a m e n w h o h a d t o 
a c c e p t i d e n t i c a l l i b r a r i e s . R u l e s a n d r é g u l a t i o n s w e r e d r a f t e d a n d 
574. 
c i r c u l a t e d t o t h e D i v i s i o n s , w h e r e i t s e e m s t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r 
t h e m a n a g e m e n t a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e l i b r a r i e s m u s t h a v e b e e n 
s t a n d a r d i s e d a c c o r d i n g l y . T h è s e Rules and régulations w e r e s t a t e d 
i n c o r r e s p o n d e n c e d a t e d A u g u s t 1 8 4 1 t o b e " i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h o s e 
e s t a b l i s h e d b y t h e W a r O f f i c e f o r a l i k e p u r p o s e " ( 1 1 5 ) , b u t a c o p y 
o f t h e l a t t e r d o c u m e n t b a s n o t b e e n f o u n d f o r p u r p o s e s o f c o m p a r i s o n , 
T h e R o y a l M a r i n e v e r s i o n c o n t a i n e d f i f t e e n r u l e s , o f w h i c h t h e f o l l o w i n g 
i s a n a b s t r a c t . 
T h e D i v i s i o n a l C o m m a n d a n t i s t o s u p e r i n t e n d t h e c o n c e r n s a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e L i b r a r y , a n d a s t e a d y a n d i n t e l l i g e n t N . C . O . i s t o 
b e a p p o i n t e d t o a c t a s L i b r a r i a n . E v e r y p r i v a t e o r d r u m m e r c a n b e c o m e 
a s u b s c r i b e r , a t I d . p e r m o n t h . T h e s u b s c r i p t i o n s a r e d e d u c t e d i n 
a d v a n c e b y t h e P a y C a p t a i n a n d h a n d e d t o t h e p e r s o n d e s i g n a t e d b y t h e 
C o m m a n d a n t t o r e c e i v e t h e m . S u b s c r i b e r s c a n h a v e f r e e a c c e s s , u n l e s s 
t h e y a r e u n d e r p u n i s h m e n t , w h e n t h e y a r e b a r r e d . T h e n a m e s o f s u b s c r i b e r s 
a r e t o b e k e p t i n a b o o k i n t h e O r d e r l y R o o m . A c a t a l o g u e , t h e b o o k s , 
a n d a c o p y o f t h e Rules and régulations, a r e t o b e o p e n t o t h e i n s p e c -
t i o n o f s u b s c r i b e r s . T h e L i b r a r y w i l l b e o p e n e v e r y d a y a t h o u r s t o b e 
a p p o i n t e d b y t h e C o m m a n d a n t , a n d t h e L i b r a r i a n i s t o a t t e n d t o i s s u e 
a n d r e c e i v e b o o k s , k e e p i n g a r e g i s t e r o f l o a n s w h i c h m u s t r e c o r d t h e 
d a t e , c o m p a n y , n a m e o f s u b s c r i b e r , d a t e d u e , a n d r e m a r k s ; b u t b o o k s 
c o u l d o n l y b e b o r r o w e d b y " m e n o f e x e m p l a r y c h a r a c t e r " , a n d t h e s u b -
s c r i b e r h a d t o b o r r o w i n p e r s o n , u n l e s s h e w a s s i c k , i n w h i c h c a s e t h e 
H o s p i t a l S e r g e a n t b e c a m e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e b o o k s . T h e L i b r a r i a n i s 
t o i s s u e b o o k s i m p a r t i a l l y , i n o r d e r o f a p p l i c a t i o n . A c o p y o f t h e 
f u l l r u l e s m u s t b e i n s i d e t h e l e f t ' b o a r d o f e a c h b o o k , s t a t i n g t h e v a l u e 
o f t h e b o o k a n d t h e n u m b e r o f d a y s a l l o w e d f o r r e a d i n g i t . O n t h e 
o u t s i d e o f e a c h b o o k t h e r e s h o u l d b e l e t t e r e d t h e n a m e o f t h e D i v i s i o n 
w i t h t h e l e t t e r s R . M . u n d e m e a t h . 
A q u e r y s o o n a r o s e f r o m o n e o f t h e D i v i s i o n s . W a s t h e N . C . O . 
w h o a c t e d a s L i b r a r i a n t o b e p a i d ? I n t h e A r m y B a r r a c k L i b r a r i e s t h e r e 
w a s a p a y m e n t o f 6 d . p e r d a y f o r l a r g e l i b r a r i e s a n d 4 d . p e r d a y f o r 
s m a l l l i b r a r i e s . T h e r e p l y w a s t h a t i n t h e A r m y t h e m o n e y f r o m t h e 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s a n d f i n e s w e r e c r e d i t e d t o t h e P u b l i c F u n d s , w h e r e a s i n 
t h e R o y a l M a r i n e L i b r a r i e s t h i s m o n e y w a s a p p l i e d f o r t h e s o l e u s e a n d 
b e n e f i t o f t h e m e n , i n t h e p u r c h a s e a n d r e p a i r o f b o o k s a n d o t h e r 
n e c e s s a r y e x p e n s e s . T h e r e f o r e , i n f a i m e s s , t h e L i b r a r i a n o u g h t t o b e 
p a i d o u t o f t h a t f u n d , a n d a s t a t e m e n t w a s b e i n g r e q u e s t e d a b o u t t h e 
f u n d s . I n t h e m e a n t i m e , t h e L i b r a r i a u i s h o u l d b e c o n t e n t w i t h b e i n g 
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e x c u s e d f r o m o t h e r d u t i e s ( 1 1 6 ) . 
T h e n e w l i b r a r i e s w e r e p r o b a b l y c a l l e d B a r r a c k L i b r a r i e s a t 
f i r s t b e c a u s e t h a t t e r m w a s u s e d i n t h e A r m y ; b u t i n t h e R o y a l M a r i n e s 
i t h a p p e n e d t h a t t h e f o u r l i b r a r i e s w e r e l o c a t e d i n t h e h e a d q u a r t e r 
b a r r a c k s o f e a c h D i v i s i o n , a n d g r a d u a ] l y t h e n a m e D i v i s i o n a l L i b r a r y 
c a m e i n t o u s e i n s t e a d o f B a r r a c k L i b r a r y . A t f i r s t t h e l i b r a r i e s w e r e 
w a t c h e d c a r e f u l l y , b u t a f a v o u r a b l e r e p o r t i n J v i n e 1 8 4 5 r e s u l t e d i n 
a n e x t r a t o t a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f £ 1 4 0 i n 1 8 4 5 - 6 i n o r d e r t o i n j e c t n e w 
b o o k s t o t h e v a l u e o f £ 2 5 i n e a c h B a r r a c k L i b r a r y a n d £ 1 0 e a c h t o t h e 
" N . C . O . " ' s ( O f f i c e r s ) L i b r a r i e s , ( 1 1 7 ) , a n d t h e b o o k o r d e r s w e r e o n c e 
a g a i n s u p p l i e d b y W h i t t a k e r & C o . ( 1 1 8 ) . 
T h e f i r s t l o c a t i o n o f t h e D i v i s i o n a l L i b r a r y i n t h e S t o n e -
h o u s e B a r r a c k s i s n o t k n o w n , b u t i n 1 3 6 2 a n e w c o l o n n a d e g a t e w a y w a s 
c o n s t r u c t e d a t t h e m a i n e n t r a n c e a n d t h e D i v i s i o n a l L i b r a r y w a s m o v e d 
i n t o o n e o f t h e u p s t a i r s r o o m s w i t h i n t h e n e w c o n s t r u c t i o n ( 1 1 9 ) . 
I t s e e m s a s t h o u g h t h e D i v i s i o n a l L i b r a r i e s w e r e s o m e t h i n g o f a h y b r i d 
b e t v ; e e n t h e A r m y ' s G a r r i s o n L i b r a r i e s a n d R e g i m e n t a l C l u b s , f o r t h e y 
w e r e p a r t o f a r e c r e a t i o n a l c o m p l e x , a s d e s c r i b e d i n 1 3 8 4 b y C a p t a i n 
L o n g R . N . ( 1 2 0 ) . T h e m e n p a i d s m a l l m o n t h l y s u b s c r i p t i o n s t o t h e 
r é c r é a t i o n f u n d , w h i c h c o v e r e d t h e l i b r a r y a n d a r é c r é a t i o n r o o m ; a t 
P o r t s m o u t h t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n w a s I d , , b u t a t C h a t h a m a n d P l y m o u t h o n l y 
hd. T h e i n c o m e a l s o i n c l u d e d a s m a l l p r o f i t o n t h e s a l e o f o l d b o o k s , 
a p a r t o f t h e f i n e s f o r d r u n k e n e s s , a n d a n A d m i r a l t y g r a n t o f £ 3 0 p e r 
a n n u m . T h è s e i n s t i t u t i o n s w e r e m a n a g e d b y a c o m m i t t e e o f t h e m e n t h e m -
s e l v e s , u n d e r o f f i c i a i s u p e r v i s i o n , a n d a s e r g e a n t w a s i n c h a r g e a s 
' s e c r e t a r y o f t h e l i b r a r y ' , r e c e i v i n g a n a l l o w a n c e o f I s . a t P o r t s -
m o u t h a n d 6 d . a t C h a t h a m a n d P l y m o u t h ( p r e s u m a b l y p e r d i e m ) . T h e l i b r a r i e s 
w e r e f o r r é f é r e n c e a n d l e n d i n g , a n d b o o k s c o u l d b e b o r r o w e d n o t o n l y b y 
t h e m e n w h o w e r e l i v i n g i n t h e b a r r a c k s , b u t a l s o t h o s e l i v i n g i n m a r r i e d 
q u a r t e r s o r o u t o f b a r r a c k s . L o n g i n c l u d e d s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g s t a t i s t i c s 
i n b i s p a p e r , f r o m w h i c h T a b l e 5 0 i s e x t r a c t e d . I t s h o w s t h a t t h e 
p e r c e n t a g e o f s u b s c r i b e r s a t P l y m o u t h w a s o n l y 2 2 % , t h e l o w e s t o f a i l 
t h e D i v i s i o n s , b u t o n t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e a t t e n d a n c e b y a c t u a l s u b s c r i b e r s 
w a s c o m p a r a t i v e l y h i g h , 5 0 % , t h e s e c o n d h i g h e s t . T h e n u m b e r o f v o l u m e s i n 
t h e l i b r a r y a t P l y m o u t h w a s t h e h i g h e s t p e r s u b s c r i b e r , a n d t h e a v e r a g e 
n u m b e r o f i s s u e s p e r a n n u m p e r s u b s c r i b e r , ( a s s u m i n g t h a t t h e m e m b e r s h i p 
TABLE 50 Royal Marine l i b r a r i e s and r e c r e a t i o n rooms 1875. 
For the h a l f - y e a r ending 31st December 1875 
Depot Eastney Chatham Forton Plyraoul 
T o t a l no, of s u b s c r i b e r s on 31 Dec." 918 613 761 262 180 
No. of men on shore a t th a t date 
who might be s u b s c r i b e r s 1,120 1,570 1,319 878 819 
Percentage i n membership 81,9 39.0 57,7 30.0 22.0 
Av. d a i l y attendance i n l i b r a r y 
and r e c r e a t i o n room 300 600 260 125 90 
% of s u b s c r i b e r s a t t e n d i n g 32.7 97,8 34.2 47,7 50,0 
No. of v o l s , i n l i b r a r y 2,637 3,941 2,966 1,893 1,642 
No. v o l s , i s s u e d i n h a l f y e a r 7,303 9,100 . 3,945 2,984 2,576 
Av. no. books on loan 297 369 188 250 130 
For whole year 1875 
No. of i s s u e s 13,779 20,800 6,997 6,844 5,340 
Ul 
0> 
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as at 31 December can be taken t o represent the average over the y e a r ) , 
shows t h a t the marines who d i d use the l i b r a r y a t Plymouth d i d i n f a c t 
make a comparatively i n t e n s i v e use of i t . 
In 1888 the D i v i s i o n a l L i b r a r y at Stonehouse Barracks was 
e x t e n s i v e l y renovated, and an account o f the improved rooms was given 
i n the l o c a l press .(121) The bookstock c o n s i s t e d o f between 2,000 
and 3,000 volumes of t h e "best c l a s s " o f l i t e r a t u r e and numerous works 
of référence, held i n bookcases along one s i d e of the room. Around t h e 
other s i d e s were s e t t e e s , chess and w r i t i n g t a b l e s , and i n the c e n t r e 
of the room were two l a r g e t a b l e s conta i n ing v a r i o u s paper s, surroxinded 
by easy c h a i r s . The room was decorated w i t h maps around the w a l l s , 
two p i c t u r e s of marines i n h i s t o r i c costume, and engravings o f Queen 
V i c t o r i a and P r i n c e A l b e r t . The f l o o r had been covered w i t h linoléum, 
and the l i g h t s had been r e d i s t r i b u t e d t o ensure an equal amotint of l i g h t 
throughout the room. I t was 
"... a l t o g e t h e r one of the most comfortable and w e l l s u p p l i e d 
i n s t i t u t i o n s o f i t s k i n d i n Her Majesty's Services'.' 
There appears t o have been l i t t l e change at Stonehouse between 
1888 and the next account which i s dated 1901 (122). The s u b s c r i p t i o n 
had increased t o Id. per month, the s u b s c r i b e r s numbered about 1,150, 
and the bookstock was reckoned as about 2,000 volumes. The books were 
contained i n g l a s s - f r o n t e d cases, and were arranged "apparently according 
t o s i z e and not c l a s s i f i e d ' , ' The books were on open access, and the 
reading room was open from 9 a.m. t o l O p.m, d a i l y ; books were issued 
from 5 - 6 p.m, d a i l y except F r i d a y s and Sundays. The L i b r a r i a n was a 
sergeant, who r e p o r t e d the undue rétention of books and other o f f e n c e s 
t o the Committee, which c o n s i s t e d of représentatives of the men w i t h the 
Sergeant-Major as the Président. Any member c o u l d recommend books 
t o the Committee, The m a j o r i t y of u s e r s read f o r récréation, but i n 
a d d i t i o n t o l i g h t l i t e r a t u r e t he L i b r a r y contained many volumes of 
biography, naval and m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y , and t r a v e l , besides s e v e r a l 
référence works such as d i c t i o n a r i e s and encyclopaedias. 
No f u r t h e r références have been fovind t o t h i s L i b r a r y before 
1914, but i t g i v e s the gênerai impression t h a t perhaps the strong u n i t y 
of the smaller D i v i s i o n s o f the Royal Marines c o u l d respond more e a s i l y 
t o popular t a s t e s i n l i t e r a t u r e than the l a r g e r network of Army and Navy 
l i b r a r i e s o f the same date, and w i t h l e s s f o r m a l i t y . 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN. MISCELLANEOUS L I B R A R I E S 
During the course of t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the h i s t o r y 
of l i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns a c o n s i d e r a b l e niomber of refe r e n c e s 
have been found t o l i b r a r i e s which e i t h e r d i d not f i t i n t o the 
general groups contained i n Chapters 3 t o lO, or which were too 
fragmentary t o come t o any p a r t i c u l a r c o n c l u s i o n over t h e i r type, 
s i z e , users and general s i g n i f i c a n c e . Nevertheless i t i s important 
t h a t the r e c o r d should be as complete as p o s s i b l e , and so t h i s chapter 
c o n t a i n s a v a r i e t y of m a t e r i a l ranging from a b r i e f h i s t o r y t o a 
simple mention of i n d i v i d u a l l i b r a r i e s which were t o be found i n the 
area. They have been grouped, t e n t a t i v e l y , under the gene r a l headings: 
Church and chapel l i b r a r i e s , Q u a s i - p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r i e s , R e c r e a t i o n 
l i b r a r i e s . S o c i e t y and A s s o c i a t i o n l i b r a r i e s , and Other l i b r a r i e s and 
newsrooms. 
11.1 Church and chapel l i b r a r i e s 
The growing d e s i r e - o f the working c l a s s f o r education i n the 
nineteenth-century and the accompanying need to read was met i n a v a r i e t y 
of ways, i n c l u d i n g the convenient one of p r o v i d i n g l i b r a r i e s f o r the 
use of p a r t i c u l a r congregations. Often an element o f p h i l a n t h r o p y was 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e i r establishment and maintenance, but sometimes a s m a l l 
charge was l e v i e d to help t o maintain and enlarge the c o l l e c t i o n . 
The e a t l i e s t reference t o a l o c a l l i b r a r y of t h i s k i n d seems 
to be a s i n g l e r e f e r e n c e t o the UNITARIAN CHURCH i n Norley S t . , Plymouth: 
"In connection w i t h t h i s chapel i s a ' f e l l o w s h i p fund', 
commenced i n 1817, f o r a s s i s t i n g i n b u i l d i n g p l a c e s o f worship, 
e t c . ; a 'Chapel L i b r a r y ' , founded i n 1825; a 'Tract S o c i e t y ' ; 
a l a r g e Sunday School, t o which are attached a L i b r a r y and a 
Savings Bank; and a ' V i s i t i n g and Working S o c i e t y ' " . (1) 
I t appears q u i t e c l e a r l y t h a t t h i s was a separate l i b r a r y from the 
Sunday School L i b r a r y which was d e s c r i b e d i n Chapter 8. 
Another l i b r a r y seems to have belonged to the UNITARIAI^ CHURCH 
at Devonport. I t appears t o have had a long h i s t o r y , to judge from the 
f a c t t h a t there were some 1,400 volimes i n 1885 when the f o l l o w i n g 
account was w r i t t e n : 
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"The C h r i s t Church ( U n i t a r i a n ) Congregational L i b r a r y a t 
Devonport c o n s i s t s of about 1,400 volumes, c h i e f l y sermons 
and t h e o l o g i c a l works by C l e r g y of the Church of England 
and U n i t a r i a n and other Nonconformist D i v i n e s of the 
l a s t century. I t contains however, some t h e o l o g i c a l works 
of a more re c e n t date, and a few volumes of h i s t o r y , biography 
and g e n e r a l l i t e r a t u r e , and some unbound magazines. Unfortun­
a t e l y s e v e r a l s e t s of books are incomplete, among which i s a 
f i n e copy of Dr. P r i e s t l e y ' s Works i n 25 v o l s . 4to., f o u r of 
which are m i s s i n g . The l i b r a r y i s kept i n a room over the 
v e s t r y , and i s open f r e e of charge t o members of the 
congregation, and to any person introduced or recommended by 
a member. There i s a MS. catalogue compiled two years ago 
(1883). There i s no fund f o r a d d i t i o n s or f o r the maintenance 
of the l i b r a r y " . (2) 
I t seems probable, from the c o n t e n t s , that t h i s L i b r a r y c o u l d 
have been e s t a b l i s h e d i n the context of p r o v i d i n g means of education f o r 
nonconformists who were not permitted to attend u n i v e r s i t y . The f i r s t 
U n i t a r i a n Chapel i n Devonport was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1791 (3). The 
t h e o l o g i c a l emphasis seems to p o i n t to a l a t e eighteenth or e a r l y 
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , and p o s s i b l y i t s . f o u n d a t i o n by a l a r g e nucleus of a 
bequest or donation as e a r l y as 17 91, but nothing more has been found. 
The Chapel moved to a new b u i l d i n g i n 1860, and i t was there t h a t the 
L i b r a r y was l o c a t e d i n 1885. 
The P a r i s h of Stoke Damerei had a PAROCHIAL GRATUITOUS LENDING 
LIBRARY. Hunt r e f e r s t o i t i n 1901 as "One of the e a r l i e s t r e g u l a r l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d l i b r a r i e s of which I am a b l e t o f i n d a p r i n t e d r e c o r d " , and 
quotes the date as about 1820 (4). However, he seems to have taken 
h i s i nformation'almost verbatim from B r i n d l e y ' s Directory of 1830, and 
the 1820 date i s more l i k e l y to have been a m i s p r i n t than a r e f e r e n c e 
to a d i r e c t o r y of which no t r a c e now e x i s t s even i n the n i n e t e e n t h -
century l o c a l b i b l i o g r a p h i e s and c a t a l o g u e s . B r i n d l e y wrote: 
"This praiseworthy I n s t i t u t i o n owes i t s o r i g i n to the 
e f f o r t s of the r e c t o r , the Rev. W.J. S t . Aubyn, and was 
r e c e i v e d by the i n h a b i t a n t s at the f i r s t p u b l i c meeting, 
wit h the most c o r d i a l and l i b e r a l s p i r i t . Nearly 300 
volumes of e x c e l l e n t works are a l r e a d y i n course of 
c i r c u l a t i o n among the f a m i l i e s of l a b o u r e r s and working 
mechanics, and i t w i l l , no doubt, be the means of inducing 
a d e s i r e to enjoy t h e i r domestic h e a r t h , instead of 
seeking pleasure i n v u l g a r and d e m o r a l i s i n g p u r s u i t s . The 
books are at present i s s u e d from the house of Mr. Mortimer, 
corner of Ker St. and Duke S t . " . 
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" P r e s i d e n t Rev. W.J. S t . Aubyn 
Treasurer Mr. John Symons 
Se c r e t a r y Rev. John B r i g g s 
L i b r a r i a n , pro. tem. Rev. W.J. S t . Aubyn". (5) 
The St. Aubyn f a m i l y , the former Lords of the Manor, continued to 
p a t r o n i s e the new town of Dock and the Rev. W.J. S t . Aubyn was one of 
i t s members, so i t seems l i k e l y t hat the 300 volumes mentioned could 
have been a donation from that source. The contents and usage of t h i s 
s m a l l l i b r a r y form an i n t e r e s t i n g c o n t r a s t t o the h e a v i l y t h e o l o g i c a l 
Congregational L i b r a r y . 
ST. BUDEAUX PARCX:HIAL LIBRARY seems t o have o r i g i n a t e d some 
time before 1826, f o r a note appears i n a manuscript which antedates 
notes by an incumbent known to have been there from 1826 to 1832. 
The note merely s a i d : 
"The books belonging to the p a r o c h i a l l e n d i n g l i b r a r y 
are kept i n a box at the Vicarage". (6) 
A l a t e r note by the Rev. B. V a l l a c k provides some i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l . 
"The P a r o c h i a l L i b r a r y was enlarged i n October 1836 by 
means of a C o l l e c t i o n made i n the Church amounting to Two 
Pounds; and a grant t o the l i k e amount from the R e l i g i o u s 
T ract S o c i e t y . The plan adopted i s f o r the Poor to pay 
two pence a q u a r t e r , and others a s h i l l i n g a year f o r the 
use of t h e i r household - the poor being allowed the use of 
one book at a time, and s h i l l i n g s u b s c r i b e r s two. A f i n e 
of a penny a week t o anyone d e t a i n i n g a book without 
p e r m i s s i o n , beyond the time s p e c i f i e d on the cover. In 
1837 the number of Volumes amounted t o about 180". (7) 
The enlargement,of the L i b r a r y i ^ 1836 appears t o have been r e l a t e d t o 
the e r e c t i o n of a new school room at the Church i n 1836, and the 
i m p l i c a t i o n seems t o be that at that time the books were t r a n s f e r r e d 
from the box i n the Vicarage to perhaps a bookcase i n the schoolroom. 
11.2 Q u a s i - p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r i e s 
I t i s not always p o s s i b l e to d i s t i n g u i s h p r i v a t e p r o f e s s i o n a l 
l i b r a r i e s from c o l l e c t i o n s of p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e used communally 
or to d i s t i n g u i s h whether l i b r a r i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r 
o c c u p a t i o n a l group d i d a c t u a l l y c o n t a i n p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e or 
works of a g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r ; hence, the t i t l e f o r t h i s group being 
q u a s i - p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r i e s r ather than being claimed e n t i r e l y as 
p r o f e s s i o n a l support l i b r a r i e s . 
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11.2.1 L i b r a r i e s f o r the c l e r g y 
There were e v i d e n t l y two t h e o l o g i c a l l i b r a r i e s used by 
the c l e r g y . One was connected with the Roman C a t h o l i c Church, and 
was probably e s t a b l i s h e d a t the time the Roman C a t h o l i c C athedral 
was b u i l t i n 1858. A guidebook published at an u n c e r t a i n date i n 
the 1880s s t a t e s t h a t : 
"There i s a l s o a good T h e o l o g i c a l L i b r a r y at the Bishop's 
House (Roman C a t h o l i c ) , Plymouth". (8) 
In 1901 a f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e mentions: 
" a T h e o l o g i c a l L i b r a r y , c o n s i s t i n g c h i e f l y of e a r l y 
e d i t i o n s of the Greek and L a t i n F a t h e r s , at the Roman 
C a t h o l i c C a t h e d r a l i n C e c i l St.; t h i s i s , of course, a 
p r i v a t e l i b r a r y , the use of the books being c o n f i n e d t o 
the r e s i d e n t c l e r g y " . (9) 
The A n g l i c a n c l e r g y of the Three Towns decided, with the 
advice and a i d of t h e i r Diocesan, t o e s t a b l i s h a C l e r i c a l L i b r a r y , 
and a grant of 134 books was made by the Bray A s s o c i a t e s i n 1840 t o 
aid t hat foundation (10). This seems to have been a completely new 
l i b r a r y but i t does not seem t o have had a very s u c c e s s f u l h i s t o r y . 
In 1886-7 an enq u i r e r wrote to a l o c a l magazine i n connection with 
o l d p a r o c h i a l l i b r a r i e s t h a t : 
" ... I have j u s t heard that St. Andrew's Chapel, Plymouth, 
possesses such a l i b r a r y , which I dare say your s u b s c r i b e r 
and correspondent, the Rev. J.E. R i s k , iM.A., would have 
no o b j e c t i o n t o d e s c r i b e f o r the b e n e f i t s of your readers. 
At any r a t e , I s h a l l be o b l i g e d i f you can say tha t I am 
c o r r e c t l y informed on the above p o i n t " . (11) 
No d e s c r i p t i o n or even any r e p l y was forthcoming, and i t seems l i k e l y 
that the L i b r a r y had a l r e a d y ceased to e x i s t . The L i b r a r y continued 
to be l i s t e d i n the Annual Reports of the Bray A s s o c i a t e s u n t i l 18 95; 
i n the 1896 Report i t appears i n the l i s t of l i b r a r i e s no longer 
e x i s t i n g , f or i t appeared as one of the " L i b r a r i e s founded more than 
25 years ago and never subsequently augmented, and from which no ret u r n s 
have been r e c e i v e d , are removed from the l i s t of e x i s t i n g l i b r a r l e s " ( 1 2 ) . 
11.2.2 A L i b r a r y f o r a r c h i t e c t s ? 
In 1851 the Education Census included r e t u r n s on l i t e r a r y 
and s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , and under the heading "Plymouth" was 
l i s t e d "Exeter Diocesan A r c h i t e c t u r a l S o c i e t y (Plymouth Branch)" (13). 
I t showed s i x t y members, s u b s c r i b i n g at 10s. 6d. per annum, h a l f the 
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r a t e of the Exeter members. I t had no l i b r a r y , but does show the 
presence of an e a r l y p r o f e s s i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n which seems t o have 
been the forerunner of the Plymouth Branch of the Devon and Cornwall 
S o c i e t y of A r c h i t e c t s . The l a t t e r d e f i n i t e l y had a l i b r a r y , which i n 
recent years was housed i n the College of Art L i b r a r y , and had reached 
an accession number of at l e a s t 118 9, as i s evidenced by an accession 
number on one of the few s u r v i v i n g volumes which i s now inc o r p o r a t e d 
i n t o the stock of Plymouth P o l y t e c h n i c Learning Resources Centre (14). 
The e a r l i e s t p u b l i c a t i o r d a t e of volumes s u r v i v i n g w i t h the ownership 
evidence of the Devon and Cornwall S o c i e t y of A r c h i t e c t s Plymouth 
Branch L i b r a r y i s 1862> but t h i s does not n e c e s s a r i l y mean t h a t the 
L i b r a r y had a mid ni n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y s t a r t , f or an 1867 p u b l i c a t i o n 
was the property of Henry L u f f i n 1882 and only l a t e r added t o the 
L i b r a r y . The other evidence from s u r v i v i n g volumes r e l a t e s e n t i r e l y 
t o the post-1914 p e r i o d . The h i s t o r y of s p e c i a l i s t l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n 
for a r c h i t e c t s i s c o m p l i c a t e d and does not d e f i n i t e l y go back i n t o the 
pre-1914 p e r i o d , a l t h o u g h , as has been shown, i t might p o s s i b l y have 
done so. 
11.2.3 Plymouth P o l i c e L i b r a r y 
The Plymouth P o l i c e L i b r a r y was probably a c o l l e c t i o n of 
reference books on aspects of law and order, although the records are 
not s p e c i f i c on t h i s p o i n t and a more general l i b r a r y c o u l d a l s o be 
argued. 
The f i r s t modern p o l i c e f o r c e , the M e t r o p o l i t a n P o l i c e , was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1829 and soon proved superior i n o r g a n i s a t i o n and 
e f f i c i e n c y t o the o l d system of p a r i s h c o n s t a b l e s and pa i d watchmen. 
S i m i l a r f o r c e s were or g a n i s e d i n many boroughs f o l l o w i n g the Kanicipal 
Corporations Act 1835, i n c l u d i n g Plymouth and Devonport which e s t a b l i s h e d 
Watch Committees i n 1836 and 1838 r e s p e c t i v e l y . East Stonehouse was a 
d i v i s i o n of the Devon Constabulary, county p o l i c e f o r c e s having become 
mandatory i n 1856. In 1857 Devon County proposed the amalgamation of 
the Plymouth Borough P o l i c e , but the idea was f i r m l y r e j e c t e d by Plymouth. 
In order t o maintain a borough p o l i c e f o r c e c e r t a i n standards had t o be 
met, and the force was inspected a n n u a l l y by i n s p e c t o r s of co n s t a b u l a r y 
who reported to the Home Se c r e t a r y , upon which he granted or withheld 
h i s c e r t i f i c a t e of e f f i c i e n c y . The Plymouth P o l i c e Force was c e r t i f i e d 
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i n 1857 as being maintained i n a s t a t e of e f f i c i e n c y i n numbers and 
d i s c i p l i n e (15), and there seems t o bave been no e x t e r n a l pressure 
f o r the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n which was reconmiended i n December 1862 (16). 
I n s t e a d , i t seems to bave been a r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n a f t e r a review which 
took place s h o r t l y a f t e r the r e t i r e m e n t of Superintendent Codd a t the 
end of J u l y 1862 and b i s replacement by John Freeman, f o r m e r l y 
Superintendent of 'H' D i v i s i o n (Stonebouse) of Devon Constabulary. 
The reorganised f o r c e c o n s i s t e d of 15 o f f i c e r s , 53 c o n s t a b l e s , and 1 
" d e t e c t i v e policeman". 
The f i r s t r e f e r e n c e t o Plymouth P o l i c e L i b r a r y i n March 1863 
s t r o n g l y suggests that the establishment of the L i b r a r y took place at 
t h i s time: 
"PLYMOUTH POLICE LIBRARY. Mr. Carkeet, of S t . Andrew S t . , 
has r e c e n t l y presented 2 0 volumes on very i n t e r e s t i n g 
s u b j e c t s , to the L i b r a r y which has been e s t a b l i s h e d f o r 
the use of the members of the Plymouth P o l i c e Force. 
General Campbell has a l s o made a. present t o the l i b r a r y 
of 7 volumes". (17) 
Mr. Carkeet was the Manager o f the F i r e Brigade before i t s formai 
establishment when the Borough adopted the L o c a i Government Ac t s f o r 
t h a t purpose, and he worked c l o s e l y w i t h the Watch Committee. I t i s 
not c l e a r whether he was the main founder of the P o l i c e L i b r a r y , or 
whether the L i b r a r y was perhaps p a r t of the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n upon the 
appointment of Superintendent Freeman. No reference occurs i n the 
Watch Committee minutes; nor do the annual estimates show any p r o v i s i o n 
f o r m a i n t a i n i n g a l i b r a r y , although the estimate for " I n c i d e n t a l s " i n 
1864 showed an unexplained higher f i g u r e than u s u a i , and any l i b r a r y 
expenditure would bave t o be made under t h a t s e c t i o n of the e s t i m a t e s , 
f o r the other two s e c t i o n s on pay and c l o t h i n g were presented i n complete 
d e t a i l . The " I n c i d e n t a l " accounts f o r 1863 t o 1866 were £26, 80, 37 and 
47 r e s p e c t i v e l y , so the a l l o c a t i o n of £80 was d e f i n i t e l y s i g n i f i c a n t , 
being doublé the usuai expenditure. 
The next r e f e r e n c e t o the P o l i c e L i b r a r y appears t o be n e a r l y 
t h i r t y years l a t e r , when the Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y Committee 
sanctioned the loan of 100 volumes t o the Borough P o l i c e Force (18). 
T h i s loan c o l l e c t i o n was augmented and exchanged the f o l l o w i n g year (19), 
f u r t h e r augmented i n 1895/6 (20), and had the s t a t u s of a s p e c i a l branch 
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l i b r a r y i n 1897/8 (21), by which time i t h e l d 150 volumes of p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y s t o c k . 
The Watch Committee minutes a t the end of the c e n t u r y c o n t a i n 
d e t a i l e d l i s t s of the accounts a u t h o r i s e d f o r payment by the Committee, 
but they r e v e a l l i t t l e expenditure on books and none on p e r i o d i c a l s , 
u n l e s s d i s g u i s e d under e n t r i e s of " p e t t y disbursements" of a few pounds, 
which seems u n l i k e l y . Only seven e n t r i e s were found f o r the purchasing 
o f p u b l i c a t i o n s from J u l y 1896 t o the end of 1905, and these items were 
probably f o r use as "bench books" r a t h e r than permanent l i b r a r y 
a d d i t i o n s . 
£. s. d. 
1896 11 Nov. Shaw & Sons. Stone's Justices Manual 1 - 5 - 8 
1898 23 Feb. K e l l y ' s D i r e c t o r i e s L t d . 10 - 6 
1899 23 Feb. K e l l y ' s D i r e c t o r i e s L t d . , Directory 10 - 6 
1902 22 Jan. K e l l y ' s D i r e c t o r y , Directory 1 - 10 - 0 
1903 18 Feb. T. Sowler & Sons, P o l i c e almanacs 3 - 2 
24 A p r i l John Smith. Maps e t c . 13 - 0 
1905 22 Feb. K e l l y ' s D i r e c t o r i e s L t d . , copy of 
County C o u n c i l ' s e t c . & p a r i s h 
c o u n c i l ' s companion for 1905 1 0 - 6 
The p a t t e r n continued u n t i l 1914, when the amalgamation of the 
three l o c a l government a u t h o r i t i e s brought about an amalgamation of the 
P o l i c e F o r c e s . 
11.3 R e c r e a t i o n l i b r a r i e s 
Although many l i b r a r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d t o provide r e c r e a t i o n a l 
as w e l l as e d u c a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e , one l i b r a r y has been s i n g l e d out f o r 
separate a t t e n t i o n f o r i t was doubly r e c r e a t i o n a l , being the r e c r e a t i o n a l 
l i b r a r y of an o r g a n i s a t i o n which was i t s e l f w h o l l y i n v o l v e d i n r e c r e a t i o n . 
T h i s was the ROYAL WESTERN YACHT CLUB LIBRARY. 
In 1827 the Club was founded under the patronage o f H.R.H. 
the Duke of C l a r e n c e , and i t i s one of the o l d e s t and most renowned 
yacht c l u b s i n the United Kingdom. Membership was t h e o r e t i c a l l y u n l i m i t e d , 
but a f t e r the f i r s t one hundred members had j o i n e d admission was l i m i t e d 
and by b a l l o t only (22). The Club was governed by the P a t r o n , V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t , Stewards and the Committee of f i f t e e n members. Members of the 
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Club i n 1830 wore " p e c u l i a r dress and undress uniform" (23) and 
"when keeping yachts take out a regulär commission which, among other 
privilèges, e n t i t l e s them t o enter f o r e i g n p o r t s f r e e of charge" (24). 
For the f i r s t few years the Club met i n rented accommodation which was 
a p p a r e n t l y shared w i t h other u s e r s , but i n 1834 i t accepted an o f f e r t o 
I rent a c a r d room f o r t h e i r e x c l u s i v e use, and at the same time the f i r s t 
newspaper was ordered f o r the use of members (25). I t was a London paper, 
the Globe, and i t was ordered for three months o n l y beginning June, i . e . 
c o v e r i n g the a c t i v e y a c hting season. One paper was i n s u f f i c i e n t f o r over 
one hundred members, and i n 1835 the newspapers Sun and Standard were 
added (1 June - 1 Sept) , together w i t h the monthly N^utical magazine from 
January 1835, and BELL's L i f e in London, 
In 1837 the Club moved t o a new rented Clubhouse a t the 
corner of Hobart St. and Buckingham P l a c e , Stonehouse, near M i l l b a y . 
Here, a proper newsroom was f u r n i s h e d and opened, c o n t a i n i n g a much 
enlarged l i s t s of papers: Times, Herald, Morning Chronicle, Standard, 
Sun, Telegraph, Hampshire Telegraph, Atlas , United Services Gazette, 
United Services Journal, Nautical Magazine, and Army anä Navy L i s t s . 
In 184 0 the Newsroom was opened on Sundays f o r the use of members, who 
by t h a t time i n c l u d e d as e l e c t e d honorary members, o f f i c e r s of the Royal 
Navy and Marines s e r v i n g a f l o a t and o f f i c e r s of the Army quartered i n 
Plymouth, Devonport or Stonehouse. I t seems a n a t u r a i extension t h a t 
about the end of 1838 the f i r s t steps were taken t o form a Club L i b r a r y . 
Several books were presented by members and o t h e r s were promised, so i t 
was ordered t h a t a donor's r e g i s t e r should be placed on the t a b l e of the 
Newsroom. The volumes were probably of a g e n e r a l nature, and the o n l y 
t i t l e mentioned i s a pre-l839 Book of t r a v e l s in Turkey, Greece and 
Asia Minor , of which the author's name i s not quoted. Bach volume had 
a bookplate, the design which was based on the Club's f l a g ( p l a i n blue 
ensign and crown above). 
Although i t had been decided i n 1845 t o b u i l d a new clubhouse 
i n F i r e s t o n e Bay, nothing came of t h i s p i a n ; i n s t e a d , the lease of the 
Clubhouse was purchased i n 1849 and the Club remained there u n t i l 1866 
when i t moved t o E l i i o t Terrace on the Hoe. In a p u b l i c a t i o n dated 
about 1863 i t i s d e s c r i b e d as " ... c o n t a i n i n g ân e x c e l l e n t News Room 
and L i b r a r y " (26). According to Matthews, i t was probably at t h i s 
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time that many of the books wäre l o s t . In h i s chronology f o r 1852 
he recorded t h a t up t o and for some years a f t e r t h a t date, a l l books 
added t o the L i b r a r y were ordered to be purchased by Committee and 
were entered i n minute books, but a gr e a t p r o p o r t i o n had long 
disappeared, and probably many were l o s t when the Club moved from 
M i l l b a y . He r e c a l l e d t h a t when he was e l e c t e d a member of the Club, 
the L i b r a r y was "a mere lumber room, without a carpet or c h a i r s , and 
i t was open t o any member t o take away any volume he desiredV The 
o l d L i b r a r y appears to have been n e g l e c t e d , but the new premises i n 
E l l i o t Terrace were de s c r i b e d i n about 1880 as baving "an extensive 
l i b r a r y , r e a d i n g , and b i l l i a r d rooms" (27). In 1882 Walker and Son 
were proud t o a d v e r t i s e t h a t they were b i n d e r s t o the Royal Western 
Yacht Club L i b r a r y , amongst other Plymouth l i b r a r i e s (28). 
Information on t h i s L i b r a r y i s v e r y sparse. D i r e c t o r i e s , 
guide books and h i s t o r i e s do not h e l p , nor was the l i b r a r y l i s t e d among 
the l i b r a r i e s of Plymouth described t o the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n a t i t s 
meeting i n the Three Towns i n 1901, although many minor l i b r a r i e s were 
mentioned. A l l records were destroyed when the Clubhouse on the Hoe 
was b l i t z e d i n World War I I , and indeed i t appears from the evidence of 
Matthews t h a t many records had been l o s t by 1919. In d e f a u l t of other 
evidence, i t seems that the Club's L i b r a r y was probably a l a r g a g e n e r a l 
i n t e r e s t l i b r a r y i n the middle decades of the nineteenth ,Century when 
l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n was scarce. Perhaps the advent of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y r eference l i b r a r i e s and magazine rooms, reduced the need 
to provide much l i t e r a t u r e a t the Club a p a r t from c u r r e n t books and 
p e r i o d i c a l s of a s p e c i a l i s t nature. 
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11.4 S o c i e t y a n d A s s o c l a t i o n l i b r a r i e s . 
s o m e t r a c e s r e m a i n i n t h e r e c o r d s o f l i b r a r i e s a n d / o r 
r e a d i n g r o o m s c o n n e c t e d w i t h C h r i s t i a n a n d p o l i t i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . 
T h e P l y m o u t h Y O U N G M E N ' S C H R I S T I A N A S S O C I A T I O N w a s f o u n d e d 
i n 1848, a n d i t h a s b e e n l o c a t e d o n a n u m b e r o f d i f f e r e n t s i t e s i n t h e 
t o w n . E v e n t u a l l y t h e m a i n H o s t e l a n d r e c o r d s w e r e d e s t r o y e d i n t h e 
B l i t z , b u t a f e w s t r a y r e f e r e n c e s s u r v i v e i n n e w s p a p e r s a n d g u i d e b o o k s . 
I n J a n u a r y 1850 t h e a n n u a l g e n e r a l m e e t i n g r e c e i v e d a r e p o r t w h i c h 
i n c l u d e d t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t : 
" T h e m e m b e r s h a d a c c e s s t o a r e a d i n g r o o m , w h i c h w a s s u p p l i e d 
w i t h n e w s p a p e r s a n d 15 m o n t h l y r e l i g i o u s o r l i t e r a r y 
p e r i o d i c a l s , a n d a l s o t o a c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r y c o m p r i s i n g 
w o r k s o f a n u n e x c e p t i o n a b l e a n d i m p r o v i n g c h a r a c t e r ' . ' (29) 
I n 1888 t h e o f f i c e r s i n c l u d e d t h e n a m e s o f C . H . E l l i s a n d E . L . B e n n e t t 
a s L i b r a r i a n s , ( 3 D ) , a n d d u r i n g a l a u d a t o r y s p e e c h a t a Y . M . C . A . 
" A t h o m e " i t w a s c l a i m e d , w i t h l o c a l p r i d e , t h a t 
" T h e i r l i b r a r y w a s t h e b e s t o f a n y Y . M . C . A . o u t s i d e L o n d o n " (31). 
I n 1901, h o w e v e r , i t w a s d e s c r i b e d b y W . H . K . W r i g h t a s a " s m a l l 
l i b r a r y " (32) ; b u t t h a t m i g h t h a v e b e e n i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h l i b r a r i e s 
o f o t h e r t y p e s , a n d t h e " s m a l l l i b r a r y " m i g h t h a v e b e e n q u a l i t a t i v e l y 
g o o d . 
T h e D e v o n p o r t a n d S t o n e h o u s e b r a n c h o f t h e Y . M . C . A . h a d i t s 
l i b r a r i a n s , J . S i d d e l l i n 1862 a n d R . D , P h i l l i p s i n 1868 (33). I n 1888 
t 
t h e n e w p r e m i s e s w e r e o p e n e d i n S t . A u b y n S t . , a n d i t w a s o n t h a t 
o c c a s i o n t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t , V i c e - A d m i r a l G r a n t , p r e s e n t e d s e v e r a l 
" e x c e l l e n t b o o k s " , a n d t h e V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , S i r J o h n P u l e s t o n , M . P . , 
g a v e s e v e r a l " v a l u a b l e s t a n d a r d w o r k s " (34) . I t w a s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t 
t h e s e w o u l d m a k e a n u c l e u s o f a g o o d l i b r a r y . 
I n 1895 t h e P l y m o u t h a n d D e v o n p o r t b r a n c h e s w e r e a d v e r t i s i n g 
j o i n t l y t h a t t h e Y . M . C . A . w a s o p e n d a i l y 10 a . m . - 10 p . m . a n d i n c l u d e d 
r e a d i n g r o o m s a n d l i b r a r i e s . M e m b e r s h i p o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n w a s 5s. p . a . 
(35). I n 1889 t h e Y O U N G W O M E N ' S C H R I S T I A N A S S O C I A T I O N D e v o n p o r t B r a n c h 
w a s a l s o a d v e r t i s i n g ; i t s r e a d i n g r o o m s i n C h a p e l S t . w e r e o p e n 
d a i l y t o s u b s c r i b e r s a n d a s s o c i a t e s (36). 
T o w a r d s t h e e n d o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y m a n y p o l i t i c a l 
589. 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s h a d c o m e i n t o b e i n g , m a n y o f w h i c h h a d r e a d i n g r o o m s o r 
l i b r a r i e s . I n D e v o n p o r t t h e r e w e r e t h e C O N S E R V A T I V E R E A D I N G R O O M S 
a s e a r l y a s 1844, w h i c h w e r e p r o b a b l y b u t n o t d e f i n i t e l y c o n s e r v a t i v e 
i n t h e p o l i t i c a l s e n s e (37). I n 1880 t h e P L Y M O U T H C O N S E R V A T I V E 
A S S O C I A T I O N a n d t h e P L Y M O U T H L I B E R A L A S S O C I A T I O N R E A D I N G R O O M w e r e 
b o t h l i s t e d i n t h e c l a s s i f i e d d i r e c t o r y u n d e r " R e a d i n g a n d N e w s r o o m s " 
(38). T h e P L Y M O U T H A N D W E S T E R N C O U N T I E S L I B E R A L C L U B p o s s e s s e d a 
c o l l e c t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l b o o k s w h i c h w e r e m e n t i o n e d b y W r i g h t i n 190], 
a n d w a s t h e r e f o r e p r o b a b l y o f a u s e f u l s i z e (39). 
T h e T E M P E R A N C E S O C I E T Y h a d r e a d i n g r o o m s a t t h e T e m p e r a n c e 
H a l l a t M i l l b a y i n 1852 (40) , b u t a l t h o u g h t h e S o c i e t y c o n t i n u e d a t 
t h a t a d d r e s s t h e r e a d i n g r o o m s d o n o t s e e m t o b e m e n t i o n e d i n l a t e r 
d i r e c t o r i e s . T h e T E M P E R A N C E H A L L i n F o r e S t . D e v o n p o r t d i d c o n t a i n 
a r e a d i n g a n d n e w s - r o o m i n 1880, b u t i t i s n o t c l e a r w h e t h e r t h i s w a s 
c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e s a m e S o c i e t y (41) . 
11.5 O t h e r l i b r a r i e s a n d n e w s r o o m s . 
T h e l a s t g r o u p o f r e f e r e n c e s r e l a t e m a i n l y t o t h e v a r i o u s 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s w h i c h s p r a n g u p i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
t h e w e l f a r e o f s e r v i c e m e n , a n d m e r c h a n t s e a m e n o n l e a v e . P e r h a p s 
i t i s n o t t o b e e x p e c t e d t h a t t h e m e n o n l e a v e w o u l d w i s h t o m a k e m u c h 
u s e o f l i b r a r i e s , a n d i f t h e y d i d , t h e c i v i l i a n l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s 
w e r e a v a i l a b l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n P l y m o u t h i n 1875 a n d D e v o n p o r t i n 1882. T h e f e w a n n u a l r e p o r t s 
w h i c h h a v e b e e n f o u n d f o r t h e P l y m o u t h B e t h e l S o c i e t y , t h e P l y m o u t h 
S a i l o r s ' H o m e , a n d o t h e r r e l e v a n t b o d i e s , h a v e n o t y i e l d e d r e f e r e n c e s 
t o l i b r a r i e s a n d r e a d i n g r o o m s , a l t h o u g h t h a t i s n o g u a r a n t e e t h a t 
s o m e s u c h f a c i l i t y d i d n o t e x i s t . 
T h e S A I L O R S ' H O M E a t D e v o n p o r t i n a b o u t 1863 w a s d e s c r i b e d " 
i n a b o u t 1853 a s b e i n g f i t t e d o u t w i t h e v e r y c o n v e n i e n c e , a n d t h e b u i l d i n g 
c o n t a i n e d a l i b r a r y (42), T h i s i n s t i t u t i o n w a s e c l i p s e d * b y t h e w o r k 
o f A g n e s W e s t o n , " t h e s a i l o r s ' f r i e n d " w h o o p e n e d t h e f i r s t S A I L O R S ' 
R E S T a t D e v o n p o r t i n a b o u t 1875, I n 1883 i t w a s d e s c r i b e d a s c o n t a i n i n g 
a v a r i e t y o f f a c i l i t i e s - r e a d i n g , s m o k i n g , r e c r e a t i o n a n d b a t h r o o m s -
w h i c h w e r e o p e n t o s a i l o r s , m a r i n e s a n d s o l d i e r s (43) . T h e f o u n d a t i o n 
s t o n e o f a n e n l a r g e d b u i l d i n g w a s l a i d i n 1888, w h e n t h e p l a n s w e r e 
590. 
d e s c r i b e d as c o n t a i n i n g reading rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r (43). 
F i n a l l y , a reference has been found t o an i n s t i t u t i o n which 
was devoted t o work w i t h s o l d i e r s i n s t e a d o f s a i l o r s . PLYMOUTH SOLDIERS' 
HOME AND INSTITUTE was e s t a b i i s h e d i n Stonehouse as a branch of Miss 
D a n i e l i ' s A l d e r s h o t S o l d i e r s ' Home. I t was open a l i day t o a l i ranks 
of s o l d i e r s i n B r i t i s h s e r v i c e , and i n c l u d e d a read i n g room w i t h " a l i 
the moming, evening and weekly papers", and a l e n d i n g l i b r a r y which 
contained "many w e l l s e l e c t e d works" (44). 
These s t r a y p i e c e s of Information are t a n t a l i s i n g l y s l i g h t , 
but when they are taken together w i t h t h e l i b r a r i e s provided i n the 
Army, Navy and Royal Marines, they do seem t o i n d i c a t e t h a t i t was not 
d i f f i c u l t f o r s a i l o r s , s o l d i e r s and marines t o o b t a i n access t o newy-
papers, magazines, and books, from sources which were not a v a i l a b l e t o 
the g e n e r a l p u b l i c , and made them co m p a r a t i v e l y w e l l catered f o r i n 
terms o f l i t e r a t u r e at l e a s t w h i l e they were i n por t and on shore, 
where they a l s o had the advantage o f c i v i l i a n l i b r a r i e s and newsrooms. 
591. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE. CONCLUSIONS. 
In Chapter 1 a number of s p e c i f i c aims were i d e n t i f i e d f o r 
t h i s work, v i z , : 
"Within the geographica! and c h r o n o l o g i c a l l i m i t a t i o n s of the 
1914 boundary of the C i t y of Plymouth: 
1. To d i s c o v e r the f a c t s of l i b r a r y h i s t o r y . 
2. To attempt t o understand the causes and reasons 
behind the f a c t s . 
3. To r e l a t e the l o c a l l i b r a r y development very b r o a d l y 
t o the n a t i o n a l trends and r e g i o n a l developments 
of the d i f f e r e n t types of l i b r a r y . 
4. To compare and c o n t r a s t , i n so f a r as t h i s might 
prove f e a s i b l e , the l i b r a r y P r o v i s i o n made i n the 
contiguous Three Towns, and t o attempt t o e x p l a i n 
any s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s which might be found'.' 
The i n t e r v e n i n g t e n c h a p t e r s , c o n s i s t i n g of some 550 pages, t e s t i f y 
t h a t the f i r s t aim has been f u l f i l l e d i n a more abundant way than 
might have been a n t i c i p a t e d i n the circumstances of the d e s t r u c t i o n 
of so many primary sources and major c o l l e c t i o n s i n 1941. I t has 
been p o s s i b l e t o c o n s t r u c t a broad p i c t u r e of the l o c a l h i s t o r y of the 
establishment and development of l i b r a r i e s , although the d e t a i l s are 
o f f e n l a c k i n g . Most of these d e t a i l s are probably l o s t beyond 
recovery; but i t i s not i m p o s s i b l e t h a t a copy of the unlocated 
l i b r a r y catalogues and other p u b l i c a t i o n s , which are now known t o 
have been produced, might t u r n up i n c u r r e n t l y unrecorded or i n a c c e s s i b l e 
sources. S i m i l a r l y , r e s e a r c h by m i l i t a r y and naval h i s t o r i a n s i n t o 
t h e i r S e r v i c e s mLght e v e n t u a l l y t u r n up some u s e f u l l o c a l s i d e l i g h t s on 
Army, Navy or Royal Marine l i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns. L i b r a r y 
h i s t o r i a n s r e s e a r c h i n g i n t o the h i s t o r y of i n d i v i d u a l s p e c i a l l i b r a r i e s , 
l e a d i n g t o a n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y of the i n d i v i d u a l t y p e s , should make i t 
p o s s i b l e i n f u t u r e years t o evaluate more c l o s e l y the r a t i n g and impor-
tance of some of the l i b r a r i e s of the Three Towns which appear, from 
t h i s study, t o be among the e a r l i e s t or most important of t h e i r type. 
However, i t seexas l i k e l y t h a t any e x t r a Information from such sources 
w i l l f i l l i n the d e t a i l r a t h e r than i n v a l i d a t e the general p a t t e m which 
w i l l now be summarised. 
The e a r l i e s t l i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns began t o appear at 
the end of the s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ; they were p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s , and from 
1600 onwards the evidence g r a d u a l l y i n c r e a s e s about them. These e a r l y 
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l i b r a r i e s belonged mainly t o gentlemen i n the l e a r n e d p r o f e s s i o n s , 
such as the schoolmaster W i l l i a m Kemp, many medicai men, and a few 
clergymen. O c c a S i o n a l l y , too, a merchant or monber of the g e n t r y 
owned a c o l l e c t i o n of books. Often the w i l l s r e f e r r e d t o the books 
being " i n my study", and s e v e r a l l i b r a r i e s were probably about 200 
or more volumes i n s i z e ; one l i b r a r y was s t a t e d by t h e t e s t a t o r t o 
be more than 600 volumes. These l i b r a r i e s seesn t o have had some 
gen e r a l r e l i g i o u s and E n g l i s h works as w e i l as p r o f e s s i o n a l l i t e r a ­
t u r e . T h e i r owners - the d o c t o r s , c l e r g y , t e a c h e r , gentlenan and 
merchants - were probably among t h e few people i n the l o c a i community 
of the p e r i o d t o have not o n l y t h e p a r t i c u l a r p r o f e s s i o n a l need f o r 
books, but a l s o the money and t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o a c q u i r e them, probably 
from London or the u n i v e r s i t y towns. Most of t h e owners of these 
known p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s l i v e d i n Plymouth, w i t h an o c c a s i o n a i r e f e r ­
ence t o Stonehouse, but not t o t h e P a r i s h of Stoke Damerei i n which 
Dock was l a t e r t o be e s t a b l i s h e d . 
The e a r l i e s t p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s have a l s o been found i n 
Plymouth. I t i s d o u b t f u l whether the donation o f a hook t o St. 
Andrew's Church i n 1598 can be i n t e r p r e t e d as the e x i s t e n c e of a paro-
c h i a l l i b r a r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y as the Church r e c o r d s suggest t h a t t h e r e 
c o u l d not have been more than about s i x books belonging t o the Church 
some f i f t y years l a t e r . A more p o s i t i v e p i e c e of evidence was the 
bequest by Peard i n 1669 of £10 t o found a l i b r a r y f o r the C o r p o r a t i o n 
Grammar School. I t might have been t h i s c o l l e c t i o n of books which 
e x i s t e d i n a neglected s t a t e i n 1699 and were b r i e f l y rescued from 
o b l i v i o n by Dr. Thomas Bray. He made an i n t e r e s t i n g attempt t o use 
the c o l l e c t i o n as the nucleus of what he envisaged as a l a r g a l i b r a r y 
f o r p u b l i c use; being l o c a t e d a t a major seaport, he expected t h a t i t 
would be used not o n l y by l o c a i g e n t r y and c l e r g y , but a l s o v i s i t i n g 
c l e r g y such as m i s s i o n a r i e s en r o u t e f o r other d e s t i n a t i o n s and the 
c h a p l a i n s of naval s h i p s . No attempt was made t o f u r t h e r t h i s pian 
i n Plymouth a f t e r Bray l e f t , cuid indeed t h e r e then f o l l o w s a gap of 
about one hundred years before anything more emerges about t h e l i b r a r i e s 
of t h e Three Towns. 
The eraergence of Plymouth as the l o c a t i o n of the e a r l i e s t 
l i b r a r i e s i n the Three Towns had been a n t i c i p a t e d i n Chapter 2, as a 
l o g i c a i c o n c l u s i o n from the examination of the h i s t o r y and c h a r a c t e r of 
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e a c h t o w n a n d t h e f a c t o r s e x p e c t e d t o a f f e c t t h e i r l i b r a r y d e v e l o p m e n t ; 
b u t i t h a d s e e m e d p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e y m i g h t h a v e a r i s e n e a r l i e r , f o r 
P l y m o u t h h a d a c o m p l e x u r b a n s e t t l e m e n t a n d w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 1439. 
H o w e v e r , n o t r a c e h a s b e e n f o u n d o f a n y l o c a l m e d i e v a l l i b r a r y , a l t h o u g h 
t h e r e w e r e m a n y s n a i l l i b r a r i e s i n e x i s t e n c e i n D e v o n a n d C o r n w a l l , 
i n c l u d i n g n e a r b y P l y m p t o n a n d T a v i s t o c k . I t s e e m s l i k e l y t h a t t h e 
P l y m o u t h p o p u l a t i o n w a s s o d e e p l y e n g a g e d i n m a r i t i m e o c c u p a t i o n s 
t h a t i t h a d l i t t l e i n c l i n a t i o n t o w a r d s a l i t e r a r y c u l t u r e . D u r i n g 
t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , t o o , t h e a r e a w a s s u b j e c t t o t h e m a x i m u m e f f e c t o f 
g e o g r a p h i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l i s o l a t i o n f r o m t h e c e n t r e s o f t h e b o o k t r a d e 
a n d u n i v e r s i t y t o w n s , a n d t h e p r o c u r e m e n t o f b o o k s m u s t h a v e b e e n q u i t e 
d i f f i c u l t e v e n a f t e r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f p r i n t i n g . E v e n i n t h e l a t e 
s i x t e e n t h a n d s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r i e s t h e i m p r e s s i o n i s g i v e n i n t h e w i l l s 
o f p r i v a t e l i b r a r y o w n e r s t h a t t h e l i b r a r i e s w e r e p r e c i o u s a n d h a r d l y 
a c q u i r e d , t o b e h a n d e d d o w n f r o m o n e g e n e r a t i o n t o t h e n e x t w i t h d u e 
s o l e m n i t y . 
T h e r e - e m e r g e n c e o f l i b r a r i e s , a f t e r v i r t u a l l y o n e h u n d r e d 
y e a r s o f s i l e n c e a b o u t t h e m , t o o k p l a c e s h o r t l y b e f o r e 1 8 0 0 . T h e 
l o c a l c i r c i r a i s t a n c e s h a d c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y . D o c k , w h i c h h a d b e e n 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 6 9 0 w i t h t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e D o c k y a r d , h a d m a d e s l o w 
g r o w t h f o r t h e f i r s t e i g h t y o r m o r e y e a r s f o r a n u m b e r o f r e a s o n s , b u t 
f r o m a b o u t 1 7 7 5 t h e r e w e r e i m p r o v e d c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h m a d e i t s r a p i d 
e x p a n s i o n p o s s i b l e , a n d b y 1 8 0 1 i t h a d o v e r t a k e n t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e 
o l d e r t o w n o f P l y m o u t h . I t w a s , h o w e v e r , s t i l l a v e r y y o \ i n g u r b a n 
r 
c o m m u n i t y , w h i c h h a d y e t t o a c q u i r e x o n i t y a n d t h e c i v i c t r a p p i n g s . 
S t o n e h o u s e , t o o , h a d e x p e r i e n c e d a m a j o r p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h ; t h i s w a s 
p a r t l y b e c a u s e o f t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f t h e R o y a l 
N a v a l H o s p i t a l a n d t h e R o y a l M a r i n e B a r r a c k s , a n d p a r t l y b e c a u s e t h e 
i m p r o v e d c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n P l y m o u t h a n d D o c k v i a S t o n e h o u s e B r i d g e 
m a d e S t o n e h o u s e a m u c h m o r e d e s i r a b l e d o r m i t o r y a r e a f o r t h e d o c k y a r d 
w o r k e r s . T h u s , b y a b o u t 1 8 0 0 , t h e t h r e e u r b a n c o m m u n i t i e s w e r e a l l i n 
b e i n g . L i b r a r y d e v e l o p m e n t s f o l l o w e d a p p r o p r i a t e l y , a n d t h e r e w e r e 
s o m e q u i t e s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e T h r e e T o w n s w h i c h c a n b e 
a t t r i b u t e d b o t h t o t h e l o c a l f a c t o r s a n d t o t h e i n t e r f e r e n c e o f e x t e r n a l 
f a c t o r s . T h e l i b r a r y d e v e l o p m e n t s w h i c h a r o s e f r o m l o c a l i n s p i r a t i o n 
a n d n e e d w i l l b e c o n s i d e r e d f i r s t . 
S t o n e h o u s e l i b r a r y h i s t o r y c a n b e s u m m e d u p q u i t e r a p i d l y . 
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f o r the settleraent had v e r y few l i b r a r i e s o f i t s own i n i t i a t i o n . I t 
s u f f e r e d from being the smallest of the Three Towns and i t had no r e a l 
cohesion, l a c k i n g m u n i c i p a l s t a t u s . I t was v i r t u a l l y a r e s i d e n t i a l 
a rea, with m o s t l y a d o r m i t o r y p o p u l a t i o n . The range of occupations of 
the i n h a b i t a n t s was v e r y l i m i t e d , S e r v i c e or Dockyard, w i t h h a r d l y any 
commerce or i n d u s t r y o f i t s own, and t h e r e was l i t t l e t o generate much 
l i b r a r y i n i t i a t i v e . The c i v i l i a n l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n at Stonehouse seems 
to have c o n s i s t e d i n i t i a l l y o f a small number of c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s , 
which, however, seem' g e n e r a l l y t o have had a longer and more s t a b l e e x i s t ­
ence than most of t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s i n Plymouth and Devonport before 
1850. T h i s was probably because i t contained a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of 
l e i s u r e d m i d d l e c l a s s households connected w i t h the S e r v i c e s which was 
l i k e l y t o have provided a ready market f o r l i g h t r e ading. There was 
a f a s h i o n a b l e p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n reading room f o r newspapers and 
j o u r n a l s , but i t seems t o have vanished a t about the time l i b r a r i e s began 
to be e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e Government f o r the Army, Navy and Royal Marines, 
from 1838 onwards, and t h e r e might have been some connection between the 
two events f o r o f f i c e r s were among the s u b s c r i b e r s t o the reading room. 
For t h e i r more s e r i o u s r e a d i n g , i t i s l i k e l y t h a t Stonehouse m i d d l e c l a s s 
readers j o i n e d one of the p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r i e s i n Plymouth 
or Devonport, f o r the p o p u l a t i o n was too small t o expect t o e s t a b i i s h 
and maintain such a l i b r a r y f o r i t s own use. For some years there was 
no l i t e r a r y o r g a n i s a t i o n of any k i n d at Stonehouse, u n t i l an attempt was 
made i n 1846 t o found a Stonehouse Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e . T h i s venture 
was supported m a i n l y by young men and tradesmen, and foundered through 
l a c k of money i n 'about 1853. From t h a t time onwards i t seems as i f the 
r e s i d e n t s of Stonehouse were dependent upon the l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s i n 
Plymouth and Devonport, which were both w i t h i n easy walking d i s t a n c e . 
The composition of the p o p u l a t i o n was changing, however, and i n the 
second h a l f o f t h e nineteenth-century i t was overwhelmingly working c l a s s , 
and the people were mostly l i v i n g i n badly overcrowded slum c o n d i t i o n s . 
I t i s d o u b t f u l whether much of the p o p u l a t i o n had a s e r i o u s d e s i r e t o 
read, although i n the 1880s some e n q u i r i e s were made about the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of extending t h e Plymouth Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y s e r v i c e t o Stonehouse; i t 
was not f o l l o w e d up. 
The main l o c a l l y determined l i b r a r y developments of the Three 
Towns took p l a c e i n Plymouth and Devonport, s t a r t i n g w i t h c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s . C i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s were d e f i n i t e l y present i n Dock i n 1792, 
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and Plymouth i n 1809. I t seems h i g h l y probable t h a t c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s 
were present much e a r l i e r , a t l e a s t i n Plymouth which had a more developed 
book t r a d e , and the références do not suggest t h a t t he l i b r a r i e s had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d very r e c e n t l y ; but t h i s must be r e g r e t f u l l y d e c l a r e d non-
proven. Support f o r c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s seems t o bave d e c l i n e d i n 
Devonport a f t e r about 1850, but a few s u r v i v e d i n Plymouth and l a s t e d 
i n t o the t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y . By the l a s t décades of the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
Plymouth had become an e a s i l y reached shopping and commercial c e n t r e f o r 
the p o p u l a t i o n of Stonehouse and Devonport, and probably i t s c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s , set among t h e shops, were p a t r o n i s e d by a i l Three Towns. 
The e a r l i e s t l i b r a r y apart from the c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s was 
t h a t of t h e Plymouth Médical S o c i e t y , i n 1794. I t had t h e general 
appearance of a bookclub but almost iramediately began t o form a permanent 
c o l l e c t i o n of books and became a p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n l i b r a r y w i t h 
some kind o f p r o p r i e t a r y arrangements i n the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y . T h i s 
S o c i e t y was e f f e c t i v e l y an o r g a n i s a t i o n which spanned the Three Towns, 
although a l i m i t was set upon the number of members. A i l Three Towns 
were represented i n the i n i t i a l membership. S i m i l a r l y t he Plymouth 
Law L i b r a r y , founded i n 1815, was open t o p r a c t i t i o n e r s of the Three Towns. 
I t was o b v i o u s l y d i f f i c u l t f o r p r o f e s s i o n a l men t o o b t a i n the s p e c i a l i s e d 
books and j o u r n a l s which were r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g i n number, and the high 
p r i c e s a l so made i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r i n d i v i d u a l s t o o b t a i n adequate p r i v a t e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r i e s ; c o l l e c t i v e purchase pr o v i d e d the answer. These 
m i d d l e c l a s s men a p p a r e n t l y found no d i f f i c u l t y i n t r a v e l l i n g between the 
Three Towns f o r t f i e i r meetings and t o use the L i b r a r y ; probably because 
the y c o u l d a f f o r d a borse or c a r r i a g e . Although the membership spanned 
the Three Towns, t h e l i b r a r i e s were housed i n Plymouth, which was l o g i c a i 
as the m a j o r i t y of p r o f e s s i o n a l men l i v e d and p r a c t i s e d t h e r e . 
Plymouth and Devonport both have examples of p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n 
l i b r a r i e s of the p r o p r i e t a r y type. The Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1810 and i s s t i l i i n e x i s t e n c e . Devonport's P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1827, was merged i n 1830 t o become the Devon­
p o r t C i v i l and M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y , and continued t o about 1865 when i t f a l l e d 
f i n a n c i a l l y and was absorbed i n t o the Devonport Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e . 
Both towns a l s o had l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l l i b r a r i e s , but on t h i s 
o c c a s i o n Devonport was the e a r l i e r of the two, w i t h i t s Dock L i t e r a r y and 
P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y founded i n 1808, disbanded 1821. The Plymouth 
I n s t i t u t i o n , founded 1812, i s s t i l i i n e x i s t e n c e . VJhy d i d the Devonport 
597. 
l i b r a r i e s f a i l a n d t b e P l y m o u t b l i b r a r i e s s u r v i v e ? I t i s s u g g e s t e d 
t b a t t b i s c a n p r o b a b l y b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e d i f f e r e n t c o m p o s i t i o n o f 
t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s i n e a c h t o w n . I n P l y m o u t h , t h e m i d d l e c l a s s c o n s i s t e d 
o f a c o m p a r a t i v e l y s t a b l e c o m m u n i t y o f p r o f e s s i o n a l m e n , m e r c h a n t s a n d 
t r a d e r s ; a t D e v o n p o r t , t h e c i v i l i a n m i d d l e c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n w a s c o m p a r a ­
t i v e l y s m a l l , b u t t h e r e w e r e m a n y A r m y a n d N a v y o f f i c e r s . T h e l a t t a r 
w e r e l e s s l i k e l y t o m a k e a n e x p e n s i v e c o m m i t m e n t o f b e c o m i n g a p r o p r i e t o r 
b e c a u s e o f t h e i r g e n e r a l m o b i l i t y , a n d t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n m e m b e r s h i p w a s 
l i k e l y t o b e l e s s d é p e n d a b l e f o r t h e s a m e r e a s o n ; t h e s u p p o r t f r o m t h e 
o f f i c e r s w a s p r o b a b l y a l s o w e a k e n e d b y t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f A r m y a n d 
N a v y l i b r a r i e s . A l i o f t h e s e r e a s o n s p r o b a b l y m a d e t h e l i b r a r i e s o f 
D e v o n p o r t a l e s s s t a b l e p r o p o s i t i o n t h a n t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s i n P l y m o u t h . 
A n i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t t o n o t i c e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h < t h r e e o f t h e 
l i b r a r i e s j u s t m e n t i o n e d i s t b a t t h e i r b u i l d i n g s w e r e d e s i g n e d b y 
t h e a r c h i t e c t J o h n F o u l s t o n , w h o h a d a l s o d e s i g n e d t h e c i v i c b u i l d i n g s 
o f P l y m o u t h a n d D e v o n p o r t b e t w e e n a b o u t 1810 a n d 1830. F o u l s t o n 
d e s i g n e d t h e A t h e n a e u m o f t h e P l y m o u t h I n s t i t u t i o n i n c l a s s i c a l s t y l e , 
t h e D e v o n p o r t C i v i l a n d M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g ( o r i g i n a l l y a s c h o o l ) 
i n t h e E g y p t i a n s t y l e , a n d t h e P l y m o u t h P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y i n a n o t h e r 
c l a s s i c a l s t y l e . T h e d e s i g n o f t h e i n t e r i o r w a s v e r y s i m p l e , w i t h 
p r o v i s i o n f o r l i b r a r y , r e a d i n g r o o m , c o m m i t t e e r o o m , l i b r a r i a n ' s r o o m s , 
a n d p o s s i b l y a p o r t e r ' s l o d g e a s w e l l a s t h e v e s t i b u l e ; t h e A t h e n a e u m 
a l s o h a d a m u s e u m . T h e b u i l d i n g s w e r e c o n s i d e r e d i n t e r e s t i n g a n d w e r e 
r e g a r d e d w i t h p r i d e b y t h e i r o w n e r s , a s a d d i n g d i s t i n c t i o n t o t h e t o w n s . 
A s t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r o g r e s s e d t h e r e w a s a n i n c r e a s i n g 
n e e d f o r l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . V e r y l i t t l e h a s 
c o m e t o l i g h t a b o u t t h e l i b r a r i e s o f t h e s m a l l s o c i e t i e s a n d w o r k i n g 
m e n ' s a s s o c i a t i o n s w h i c h f o r m e d f r o m a b o u t 1850 o n w a r d s , b u t q u i t e a l o t 
i s k n o w n a b o u t t h e f i r s t s e r i o u s a t t e m p t t o p r o v i d e f o r t h e w o r k i n g m a n ^ 
i n t h e s h a p e o f M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t e s . T h e f i r s t s c h e m e w a s . p u t f o r w a r d 
i n 182 5, a n d w a s t o f o r m a u n i t e d I n s t i t u t e f o r t h e T h r e e T o w n s . T h e 
p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f t h e u n d e s i r a b i l i t y o f w o r k i n g m e n h a v i n g t o 
w a l k t o l e c t u r e s a f t e r a l o n g d a y ' s w o r k s e e m t o b a v e r e s u l t e d i n a 
f i n a l d e c i s i o n t o e s t a b l i s h s e p a r a t e i n s t i t u t e s i n D e v o n p o r t a n d P l y m o u t h , 
w i t h S t o n e h o u s e b e i n g i n c l u d e d w i t h t h e D e v o n p o r t I n s t i t u t e . B o t h 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s w e r e f o u n d e d i n M a y 182 5, a n d b o t h h a d l i b r a r i e s f r o m t h e 
b e g i n n i n g . B o t h s u f f e r e d m i d d l e c l a s s t a k e - o v e r s b e f o r e 1850. D e v o n p o r t 
s u f f e r e d a f i n a n e l a i c o l l a p s e i n 1880 d u e t o i t s i n a b i l i t y t o p a y i n t e r e s t 
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o n b u i l d i n g s h a r e s i s s u e d t o p a y f o r i t s n e w b u i l d i n g i n 1850; i t w a s 
s o l d t o t b e C o u n c i l t o b e c o m e t b e n e w D e v o n p o r t F r e e L i b r a r y . T b e 
P l y m o u t b M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t e s u r v i v e d u n t i l 1899, w h e n i t m e r g e d w i t h 
t h e P l y m o u t h I n s t i t u t i o n , t a k i n g w i t h i t s u b s t a n t i a l f u n d s w h i c h w e r e 
u s e d t o b u i l d a g e n e r a l l i b r a r y f o r t h e a m a l g a m a t e d I n s t i t u t i o n . O n c e 
a g a i n D e v o n p o r t w a s t h e f i r s t t o s u f f e r t h e c o l l a p s e o f i t s l i b r a r y , 
a l t h o u g h i t h a d e n j o y e d s o m e v e r y s u c c e s s f u l p e r i o d s o f b i s t o r y . I n 
b o t h c a s e s t h e r e a s o n w a s b a s i c a l l y a l a c k o f s u p p o r t b e c a u s e o f t h e 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f c o m p e t i n g s o c i a l a n d e d u c a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s w h i c h h a d 
b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s . I n D e v o n p o r t , t o o , t h e r e w e r e 
s o m e m e m b e r s w h o a c t u a l l y w a n t e d t h e d e m i s e o f t h e M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t e , 
b e c a u s e t h e y w a n t e d a p u b l i c l i b r a r y t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d , h a v i n g s e e n t h e 
s u c c e s s o f t h e P l y m o u t h F r e e P u b l i c L i b r a r y . 
A n i n t e r e s t i n g s u c c e s s f u l w o r k i n g c l a s s v e n t u r e w h i c h i n c l u d e d 
a l i b r a r y v ; a s t h e P l y m o u t h M u t u a l C o o p e r a t i v e a n d I n d u s t r i a i S o c i e t y , 
f o u n d e d i n 1860. A l t h o u g h i t w a s c e n t r e d i n P l y m o u t h , w h e r e i t h a d a 
c e n t r a i L i b r a r y a n d N e w s r o o m , i t r a p i d l y e s t a b l i s h e d r e t a l i o u t l e t s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e T h r e e T o w n s , a t t a c h e d t o s o m e o f w h i c h w e r e b r a n c h n e w s -
r o o m s . T h i s s y s t e m s e e m s i n l a t e r y e a r s t o b a v e b e e n a d j u s t e d t o 
c o m p l e m e n t r a t h e r t h a n d u p l i c a t e t h e m o r e r e c e n t b r a n c h n e w s r o o m s b e i n g 
e s t a b l i s h e d b y t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s , a n d t o g e t h e r t h e y m u s t h a v e g i v e n 
f a c i l i t i e s t o a l a r g e n u m b e r o f p e o p l e i n t h e T h r e e T o w n s . 
T h e p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s o f P l y m o u t h a n d D e v o n p o r t p r o v i d e a n 
i n t e r e s t i n g c o n t f a s t . P l y m o u t h a d o p t e d t h e A c t s i n 1871, D e v o n p o r t i n 
1880, a n d t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e s e r v i c e s b e g a n i n 1876 a n d 1882. I n b o t h 
c a s e s t h e A c t s w e r e a d o p t e d w i t h l i t t l e o p p o s i t i o n , b e c a u s e t h e a d v e n t 
o f p u b l i c e l e m e n t a r y e d u c a t i o n h a d b r o u g h t w i t h i t t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e 
i n e v i t a b l e n e e d f o r l i b r a r i e s f o r t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 
w o r k i n g c l a s s . D e v o n p o r t h a d t h e " a d v a n t a g e " o f s t a r t i n g w i t h a 
f u n c t i o n a l b u i l d i n g , p u r c h a s e d f r o m t h e M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t e ; b u t i t 
h a d v e r y l i t t l e m o n e y t o b u y n e w b o o k s u n t i l t h e b u i l d i n g d e b t w a s c l e a r e d 
f i f t e e n y e a r s l a t e r ; t h e n u c l e u s o f i t s b o o k s t o c k w a s t h e f o r m e r 
M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t e L i b r a r y . P l y m o u t h , b y c o n t r a s t , h a d a n u n s u i t a b l e 
b u i l d i n g , t h e o l d G u i l d h a l l , f o r w h i c h i t d i d n o t i n c u r a n y d e b t , a n d i t 
h a d a c o m p l e t e l y f r e s h b o o k s t o c k t o s t a r t w i t h . P l y m o u t h ' s l i b r a r y 
s e r v i c e s w e r e a g r e a t s u c c e s s f r o m t h e s t a r t a n d c o n t i n u e d t o e x p a n d . 
D e v o n p o r t w a s h a n d i c a p p e d f i n a n c i a l l y f o r m a n y y e a r s , a n d w h e n t h e c o s t 
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o f t h e b u i l d i n g h a d b e e n d i s c h a r g e d , t h e s u m t h u s f r e e d f r o m t h e a n n u a l 
b o o k f u n d w a s p a r t l y t a k e n u p b y t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a m u s e u m a n d 
b r a n c h l i b r a r l e s , s o t h a t t h e b o o k s t o c k r e c e i v e d l i t t l e r e f r e s h m e n t i n 
c o m p a r i s o n w i t h P l y m o u t h ' s s t o c k . B o t h P l y m o u t h a n d D e v o n p o r t e s t a b -
l i s h e d b r a n c h l i b r a r l e s i n b o a r d s c h o o l s , l a t e r m o v i n g t o m o r e s u i t a b l e 
p r i v a t e l o c a t i o n s a f t e r 1902. P l y m o u t h e s t a b l i s h e d t h e f i r s t b r a n c h i n 
18 92, D e v o n p o r t i n 1893; b u t D e v o n p o r t w e n t o n t o o p e n w h a t i t c l a i m e d 
w a s t h e f i r s t f u l l t i m e b r a n c h i n D e v o n a n d C o m w a l l , a t S t . B u d e a u x i n 
1899. D e v o n p o r t ' s b r a n c h l i b r a r y r e c o r d s e e m s r a t h e r m o r e s t a b l e t h a n 
t h a t o f P l y m o u t h , p o s s i b l y b e c a u s e o f t h e c o m m u n i t y p a t t e r n t h e r e ; i t 
h a d s p r e a d b y a b s o r b i n g e x i s t i n g n u c l e i o f v i l l a g e s a n d o t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s 
w h i c h f o r m e d c o m m u n i t y f o c a l p o i n t s ; P l y m o u t h ' s d e v e l o p m e n t h a d b e e n 
m o r e o f a r i b b o n d e v e l o p m e n t i n w h i c h t h e f o c u s s t i l i r e m a i n e d i n t h e 
c e n t r e o f t h e t o w n . P l y m o u t h w a s s u c c e s s f u l i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a s c h o o l 
l i b r a r y s e r v i c e i n t h e b o a r d s c h o o l s i n 1888, b u t a s i m i l a r s c h e m e w a s 
n o t p r o p o s e d i n D e v o n p o r t u n t i l 1904, b y w h i c h t i m e t h e C o u n c i l w a s s o 
c o n c e m e d a b o u t t h e e s c a l a t i n g c o s t s o f e d u c a t i o n t h a t i t s e e m s t o b a v e 
r e f e r r e d t h e m a t t e r b a c k , a n d n o t h i n g m o r e w a s h e a r d o f t h e p r o p o s a i . 
A H o f t h e l i b r a r l e s s u m m a r i s e d s o f a r w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d a s t h e 
r e s u l t o f l o c a i f a c t o r s , a n d t h e r e a l i t y h a s b e e n v e r y m u c h t h a t w h i c h 
w a s a n t i c i p a t e d i n C h a p t e r 2 a s t h e l o g i c a i e x p e c t a t i o n ( v i d e p . 79-80). 
P l y m o u t h d o e s s e e m t o e m e r g e a s h a v i n g t h e l o n g e s t l i b r a r y h i s t o r y , t h e 
m o s t s t a b l e l i b r a r l e s , a n d a g r e a t e r v a r i e t y ; D e v o n p o r t c o m e s n e x t ; a n d 
S t o n e b o u s e f a r b e h i n d t h e m . H o w e v e r , s o m e l i b r a r l e s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
r 
t h e T h r e e T o w n s a s t h e r e s u l t o f e x t e m a l f a c t o r s w h i c h b e a r n o r e l a t i o n 
t o t h e r e s i d e n t p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e T h r e e T o w n s . I n P l y m o u t h , t h e r e w a s 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t b y t h e M a r i n e B i o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m o f i t s L a b o r a t o r y a n d L i b r a r y o n t h e H o e i n 1888. T h i s l i b r a r y 
s p e c i a l i s e d e x c l u s i v e l y o n m a r i n e b i o l o g y , a n d t h e s t o c k w a s o f l i t t l e 
l o c a i i n t e r e s t o r u s e o u t s i d e i t s i m m e d i a t e c o m m u n i t y ; b u t t h e L a b o r a t o r y 
s t a f f w e r e o f t e n m e m b e r s a n d u s e r s o f t h e P l y m o u t h I n s t i t u t i o n a n d i t s 
S c i e n t i f i c L i b r a r y w h i c h w a s t h e b e s t s c i e n t i f i c c o l l e c t i o n i n t h e T h r e e 
T o w n s . A n o t h e r l i b r a r y w h i c h w a s i m p o s e d w a s t h a t o f t h e W e s t e r n A c a d e m y 
w h i c h m o v e d t o P l y m o u t h f r o m E x e t e r a s t h e r e s u l t o f p r e s s u r e f r o m o u t s i d e 
t h e T h r e e T o w n s ; i t w a s a t h e o l o g i c a l c o l l e g e w i t h a l a r g a t h e o l o g i c a l 
l i b r a r y , w h i c h a g a i n m a d e n o i m p a c t o u t s i d e i t s o w n i m m e d i a t e a c a d e m i c 
c o m m u n i t y . I t m o v e d t o B r i s t o l i n 1901. • A d i f f e r e n t k i n d o f l i b r a r y 
w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n P l y m o u t h a s t h e r e s u l t o f o u t s i d e i n f l u e n c e w a s t h e 
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C o t t o n i a n L i b r a r y , w h i c b w a s o f f e r e d t o s e v e r a l a u t h o r i t i e s b e f o r e 
i t w a s a c c e p t e d b y t b e P l y m o u t h P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y , t b é p r o p r i e t o r s 
a g r e e i n g t o e r e c t a s p e c i a l r o o m t o b o u s e i t a t t h e i r o w n c o s t . 
T b e o t b e r l i b r a r l e s w b i c b w e r e e s t a b l i s b e d b y e x t e m a l f a c t o r s 
w e r e i n D e v o n p o r t a n d S t o n e b o u s e ; t b e s e w e r e t h e G o v e r n m e n t s p o n s o r e d 
l i b r a r l e s o f t b e A r m y , N a v y a n d R o y a l M a r i n e s , w b i c b w e r e f o u n d e d 
i n t b e p e r i o d 1832-1842. T h e y i n c l u d e d t b e e a r l y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y o f 
t b e R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l , t b e D i v i s i o n a l L i b r a r y a t t b e R o y a l M a r i n e 
B a r r a c k s S t o n e b o u s e , t b e G a r r i s o n L i b r a r y a t t h e R a g l a n B a r r a c k s D e v o n -
p o r t , r e g i m e n t a l l i b r a r l e s , s h i p s ' l i b r a r l e s , a n d t r a i n i n g s h i p l i b r a r l e s . 
O c c a s i o n a l l y t h e y h a d b e e n p r e c e d e d b y p r i v a t e i n i t i a t i v e , s u c h a s t h e 
O f f i c e r s ' L i b r a r y a t t b e R o y a l M a r i n e B a r r a c k s . T h e d i s c o v e r y o f t h i s 
c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o v i s i o n o f l i b r a r l e s f o r t h e e x c l u s i v e u s e o f t h e s o l d i e r s , 
s a i l o r s a n d m a r i n e s , i s i m p o r t a n t i n t b e h i s t o r y o f t b e l i b r a r l e s o f t b e 
T h r e e T o w n s , f o r s e r v i c e m e n f o r m e d a h i g h p e r c e n t a g e o f t b e p o p u l a t i o n . 
T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h è s e l i b r a r l e s i n a b o u t 1840 a n d t b e g r a d u a i 
i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e i r c o n t e n t s a n d f a c i l i t i e s d u r i n g t h e r e s t o f t h e 
p e r i o d u p t o 1914 p r o b a b l y h e l p s t o e x p i a i n t h e d e m i s e o f c i v i l i a n 
l i b r a r y f a c i l t i e s w h i c h h a d b e e n s u p p o r t e d b y o f f i c e r s , s u c h a s t h e 
D e v o n p o r t C i v i l a n d M i l i t a r y L i b r a r y . T h e r e a l s o e x i s t e d a t D e v o n p o r t 
t h e D o c k y a r d S c h o o l L i b r a r y w h i c h s e r v e d t h e G o v e r n m e n t s p o n s o r e d 
D o c k y a r d S c h o o l f o u n d e d i n 1844. A t S t o n e b o u s e , i t s e e m s t h a t t h e 
t o w n ' s m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o l i b r a r y h i s t o r y o f t h e T h r e e T o w n s w a s a n 
u n c o n s c i o u s o n e ; f o r n o t o n l y d i d i t b a v e t h e M e d i c a l L i b r a r y o f t h e 
R o y a l N a v a l H o s p i t a l a n d l i b r a r l e s o f t h e R o y a l M a r i n e B a r r a c k s , b u t i t 
a l s o p o s s e s s e d t h e R o y a l W i l l i a m V i c t u a l l i n g Y a r d w h i c h w a s c o m p l e t e d 
i n 183 5; a n d t h i s l a t t e r G o v e r n m e n t i n s t i t u t i o n w a s o n e o f t h e t h r e e 
m a i n a g e n c i e s t h r o u g h w h i c h s h i p s ' l i b r a r l e s w e r e p r o v i d e d t o t h e 
F l e e t f r o m 1838 o n w a r d s . T h a t " h i d d e n " l i b r a r y a g e n c y f u n c t i o n w a s . 
p r o b a b l y m o r e i m p o r t a n t o v e r i t s l o n g p e r i o d o f o p é r a t i o n t h a n t h e 
o v e r t l i b r a r l e s o f S t o n e h o u s e . 
I t w i l l b a v e b e e n s e e n f r o m t h i s b r i e f r e v i e w t h a t t h e r e 
w e r e d i f f é r e n c e s i n t h e t y p e s o f l i b r a r l e s a n d t h e d e g r e e o f s u c c e s s o f 
s i m i l a r l i b r a r l e s b e t w e e n t h e T h r e e T o w n s , a n d t h a t t h e s e d i f f é r e n c e s 
c a n b e e x p l a i n e d q u i t e r e a d i l y i n t e r m s o f t h e d i f f é r e n t f a c t o r s 
i n f l u e n c i n g e a c h t o w n . C o n s e q u e n t l y , e a c h t o w n h a d a p a r t i c u l a r l i b r a r y 
c h a r a c t e r o f i t s o w n , i n s t e a d o f t h e h o m o g e n e i t y w h i c h m i g h t h a v e b e e n 
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expected i n such a small geographical area. Plymouth had the longest 
h i s t o r y of l i b r a r i e s , the most s t a b l e l i b r a r i e s , and good examples of 
the major t y p e s of l i b r a r y except those of the Navy and Royal Marines. 
Devonport's c i v i l i a n l i b r a r i e s were l e s s s u c c e s s f u l than those of 
Plymouth because of community différences; but Devonport was important 
f o r i t s m i l i t a r y and n a v a l l i b r a r i e s , i t s Dockyard School L i b r a r y , and 
the Devonport T r a i n i n g School f o r Engineer Students' L i b r a r y . Stone-
house, w i t h l i t t l e c i v i l i a n l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n , was important f o r the 
Medicai L i b r a r y o f the Royal Naval H o s p i t a l , the D i v i s i o n a i L i b r a r y 
of the Royal Marine Barracks, and the l i b r a r y agency f u n c t i o n of the 
V i c t u a l l i n g Yard. 
A few more general p o i n t s can a l s o be drawn from the study. 
Occasionai pièces of évidence from the r u l e s of the l a r g e r l i b r a r i e s 
suggest s t r o n g l y t h a t the catchment area from which the l i b r a r y members 
were drawn d i d g r a d u a l l y expand i n the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , and t h i s can 
be e x p i a i n e d i n terms of the improvement of communication l i n k s 
and the ease of t r a v e l i n the area. T h i s évidence i s sometimes 
i m p l i c i t r a t h e r than e x p l i c i t , but the interprétation seems c l e a r ; f o r 
example, i n the e a r l y years of the Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y i t was 
considered necessary t o a l l o w a reader an e x t r a day t o read a hook i f 
he l i v e d a t Devonport and Stonehouse, o r two e x t r a days i f he l i v e d 
more than two m i l e s away. C l e a r l y t h i s suggests t h a t l o c a i t r a v e l was 
not q u i c k and easy; but by 1875 the L i b r a r y was r u l i n g t h a t a Stranger 
had t o l i v e more than twelve m i l e s away, im p l y i n g t h a t t h e r e was no 
hardship t o members who l i v e d up t o t h a t d i s t a n c e away. The Borough 
L i b r a r i a n , i n c o n s i d e r i n g the problem of non-resident borrowing before 
1892, b e l i e v e d t h a t t he Plymouth n a t u r a i catchment area extended f o r 
se v e r a l m i l e s ' r a d i u s around the town, i n c l u d i n g across the r i v e r s . 
The improvement o f t r a n s p o r t and communication should have made i t 
p o s s i b l e t o e s t a b l i s b e d xinited l i b r a r i e s f o r the Three Towns and 
beyond, and t h i s was i n f a c t the l o g i c a i outcome of the amalgamation 
of the Three Towns i n 1914, i n which W.H.K. Wright became L i b r a r i a n 
of the new County Borough of Plymouth which encompassed the Devonport 
Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y and the l i b r a r y - l e s s Stonehouse. 
I t was noted i n Chapter 2 t h a t l a d i e s outnumbered men i n 
the p o p u l a t i o n a n a l y s e s , and t h a t a h i g h percentage of them were not i n 
employment. T h i s suggests t h a t l a d i e s must have formed a l a r g e 
part o f t h e p o t e n t i a l l i b r a r y users. What k i n d of p r o v i s i o n was t h e r e 
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f o r them? At f i r s t , v e r y l i t t l e apart from t he c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r l e s . 
L a d i e s were among the members of the éarly Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o -
s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y , but they were not admitted t o the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n 
u n t i l t h e middle o f the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ( l a r g e l y , i t was b e l i e v e d , 
due t o ^4r. Woollcombe's d i s l i k e of having l a d i e s présent a t the meetings), 
a l t h o u g h they c o u l d be i n v i t e d t o e x h i b i t i o n s and conversât iones. At 
the Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y l a d i e s were not allowed t o use the 
Newsrooms u n t i l about 1870, al t h o u g h they were e n t i t l e d t o become 
p r o p r i e t o r s ; many l a d i e s owned shares as the r e s u i t of i n h e r i t a n c e , 
but i t seeras t o have been 1853 before a l a d y a c t u a l l y purchased a share 
i n ber own name. The Mechan.ics' I n s t i t u t e s were much more l i b e r a l , and 
were h e a v i l y p a t r o n i s e d by the l a d i e s ; Hudson estimated i n 1851 t h a t 
about h a l f o f the members of Plymouth Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e were l a d i e s . 
There seems t o be no évidence of the l a d i e s o f the Three Towns f o l l o w i n g 
the l e a d of the l a d i e s of Penzance and Powder and e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r cwn 
bookclubs or l i b r a r l e s . 
I t i s q u i t e n o t i c e a b l e t h a t the Three Towns l a c k e d a major 
be n e f a c t o r o f i t s own, a l t h o u g h many of i t s prominent c i v i c and s o c i a l 
l e a d e r s gave m a t e r i a l a s s i s t a n c e t o l i b r a r l e s by t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s , 
d o n a t i o n s , a s s i s t a n c e w i t h l o a n s , and s i m i l a r helo. The to w n s f o l k 
bac t o achieve most of what they wanted through t h e i r own r e s o u r c e s . 
Although t h e r e was no major l o c a l b enefactor, there v.'ere a few men 
whose ñames stand out p a r t i c u l a r l y c l e a r l y as c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the 
es t a b l i s h m e n t and de^lopment o f l o c a l l i b r a r l e s . The most important 
of these was probably Henry Woollcombe, through whose endeavours the 
Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n and L i b r a r y were foimded, the Plymouth Law L i b r a r y 
was founded, and he was an i n f l u e n t i a l member of the Plymouth P r o p r i e t a r y 
L i b r a r y a l t h o u g h the g e n e r a l c r e d i t goes t o Ch a r l e s E a s t l a k e . L a t e r i n 
th e c e n t u r y , A l f r e d Rocker was i n strumentai i n promoting t h e p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y movement with Mr. S e r p e l l ; John S h e l l y and the Rev. F.E. Anthony 
were u s u a l l y t o be found i n conn e c t i o n w i t h each of the major l i b r a r l e s , 
and many o t h e r names emerge which suggest t h a t e x t e n s i v e work on the 
biography of prominent n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t o w n s f o l k might l e a d t o 
f u r t h e r d i s c o v e r i e s i n terms of the détails of how matters were influence<¿. 
behind t h e scènes. 
Although some i n t e r e s t i n g détail has emerged on the évolution 
of t h e p r a c t i c a l '. i b r a r i a n s h i p of the non-public l i b r a r l e s , i t bas 
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normally shown t h a t they were t y p i c a l of t h e i r t i m e , and not h i n g 
has corne t o l i g h t o f e x c e p t i o n a l l y advanced p r a c t i c e o r unique method. 
The l i b r a r i a n s h i p of the Borough L i b r a r i a n of Plymouth, W.H.K. Wright, 
i s worth l o o k i n g a t more c l o s e l y , f o r be i n t r o d u c e d i n t o Plymouth 
Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y t h e most advanced p r a c t i c e s o f the time, and was 
not a f r a i d t o experiment. He was not n e c e s s a r i l y t h e f i r s t t o 
implement v a r i o u s s e r v i c e s or techniques, but by a j u d i c i o u s choice 
of methods he aimed t o provide a s e r v i c e which would g i v e t h e best t o 
the p u b l i c he served. The q u a l i t y and nature o f t h e Plymouth s e r v i c e s 
were soon i n t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l f o r e f r o n t , and Plymouth enjoyed perhaps 
i t s highest réputation i n p r o f e s s i o n a l c i r c l e s dviring b i s l i b r a r i a n s h i p . 
Among the p a r t i c u l a r f e a t u r e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Wright are : t h e use of 
a spécial form o f i n d i c a t o r - c a t a l o g u e he designed h i m s e l f ; t h e e a r l y 
use of the Index-catalogue method of Crestadoro; t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l 
a p p r e n t i c e schéma; the use of board schools f o r branch l i b r a r i e s ; 
the development of school l i b r a r i e s i n board s c h o o l s , and t h e 
refinement of c l a s s v i s i t s t o the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y f o r l i b r a r y i n s t r u c t i o n ; 
and the foundation of a no t a b l e l o c a l h i s t o r y l i f a r a r y . He presented 
papers t o the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n Annual Conférences on most of those 
thèmes, and was recognised as an innovator. I t was a compliment t o 
Wright as w e l l as t o the Three Towns g e n e r a l l y t h a t the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n 
Conférence v i s i t e d Plymouth i n 1885 and 1901, an honour not accorded 
even to s e v e r a l p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l s at t h a t t i m e ; i t suggests t h a t b i s 
contemporaries b e l i e v e d the Three Towns had l i b r a r i e s of p r o f e s s i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t , and p a r t i c u l a t l y the p u b l i c l i b r a r y s e r v i c e which the L i b r a r y 
A s s o c i a t i o n was éndeavouring t o promote. 
That p o i n t l e a d s t o the simmiing up of t h e p l a c e o f the Three 
Towns l i b r a r i e s i n t h e wider p e r s p e c t i v e o f régional and n a t i o n a l l i b r a r y 
developuents g e n e r a l l y . 
At the régional l e v e l , i . e . t a k i n g Devon and Cornwall as the 
région, the Three Towns have a record o f many l i b r a r i e s which were the 
l e a d e r s , e i t h e r by being f i r s t , or by being t h e best, or by i n f l u e n c i n g 
other l i b r a r i e s . The Dock L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o c i e t y was the 
f i r s t t o be founded i n Devon; and the Plymouth I n s t i t u t i o n was second. 
The ^ymouth P r o p r i e t a r y L i b r a r y was o n l y t h e f o u r t h i n Devon and Co r n w a l l , 
but o u t l i v e d t h e o t h e r s . The Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e s were s a i d at the 
time of t h e i r foundation t o be the f i r s t west o f London. The Coopérative 
So c i e t y was the f i r s t and l a r g e s t i n the Southwest. The Plymouth 
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Free Public Library v/as tbe second to be established in Devon, but 
soon outstripped Exeter in service and réputation, and was i n f l u e n t i a l , 
tbrougb W.H.K. Wrigbt, in establishing other l i b r a r i e s in Devon and 
Cornwall, such as at Torquay and Newton Abbot. The Plymouth Medical 
Society and Plymouth Law Society were the f i r s t in the région. The 
military and naval l i b r a r i e s seem to bave been unparalled in the région. 
This creditable recordof the l i b r a r i e s of the Three Towns 
also has something to offer in the framework of the national history 
of l i b r a r i e s . The Three Towns contained l i b r a r i e s which were among 
the earliest of their type: Plymouth Medical Society can be argued to 
be the f i r s t of i t s type on certain c r i t e r i a , but d e f i n i t e l y one of the 
earliest; similarly, the Plymouth Law Library; the Dock Literary and 
Philosophical Society was an early example; the Medical Library of 
the Royal Naval Hospital, together with Haslar, was in the forefront 
of medical library provision outside of teaching hospitals. The 
Three Towns also contained certain l i b r a r i e s which were good examples 
of. l i t t l e known types of library, although not necessarily the earliest 
largest, or best of their type. One of these was the Plymouth Cooperative 
Mutual and Industrial Society Library, which was one of the longest-lived 
and one of the largest. The others which are also considered to be 
important are the l i b r a r i e s of the Army, Navy, Royal Marines, and 
Dockyard School, which perhaps provide an almost unparalled compiex of 
Armed Service l i b r a r i e s , together with the major agency of the Victualling 
Office. 
For a l l of these reasons i t i s considered that the study of 
the history of l i b r a r i e s in Plymouth to 1914 has shown that the 
l i b r a r i e s were significant in l o c a l , regional and national contexts, 
and that they, and the Borough Librarian W.H.K. Wright, deserve to 
be better known in the professional literature of li b r a r y history. 
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The b i b l i o g r a p h x c a l détails which have been given i n the 
for e g o i n g références and notes bave normally been s u f f i c i e n t l y f u l l 
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b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h i s w i l l be more h e l p f u l t o a reader than a f u l l e r 
but more d i f f u s e l i s t a t t h i s stage. The références themselvés 
form a systematic b i b l i o g r a p h y , and i t i s hoped t h a t thèse two 
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